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LGBIA exhibits
strong operational
performance

1st quarter of current financial

year

Construction under way al the new inlegrated terminal
butiding of LGB! alrport, as on Saturday. —= UB Photos

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, July 26:
Lokpriva Gopinath Bordoloi
International Airport (LG-
BIA), Guwahati, has demon-
strated a strong operational
performance in the first quar-
ter of the current financial
year (April to June 2025),
posting significant year-on-
year growth in both aircraft
movements and passenger
traffic,

“This performance reaf-
firms the airport's role as a
critical aviation hub in North-
east India and reflects the in-
creasing demand for air con-
nectivity across the region.
With continuous investments
in infrastructure, technology,
and passenger experience,
LGBIA continues to support

the region's economic inte-
gration with the rest of the
country and abroad,” an LG-
BIA spokesperson said.

During the quarter under
review, LGBIA handled
12,470 aircraft movements
and 1.81 million passengers,
both registering double-dig-
it growth when compared
with the same period last
year,

The highest single-day
passenger footfall was re-
corded on April 10, 2025,
when 21,594 passengers
passed through the terminal,

The top three destinations
by passenger volume re-
mained conzistent — Delhi,
Kolkata, and Bengaluru - re-
affirming strong intercon-
nectivity with major metro
cities.
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Scent of travel

The next time you are fiying out of
Bengaluru's T2, afragrance will greet you.
Kempegowda International Arport
Bengaluru (BELR
airport) has unveiled
§ Dancing Bamboo, 2
¥ =ignature fragrance
W developedin
o collaboration with
e AEromé
with this lzunch, BLR
airport deepens its commitmeant to
exparential innavation, adding olfactary
design to its rich visual identity and brand
promise of delivering magical experiences.
Shalini Rao, Chief Marketing Officer, BLR
airport, says, “With ouwr signature fragrance,
wie zim ta transfoemn that vision into a sensory
journey that embodies the spirit of the
airport —serene, rooted in nature, and
guietly luxurious™
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W Sajeev Kumar

ochin Imernatona  Alrport

Limited [CIAL), the first In-

dian alrport set up under &

public-private  parmership
model, is embarking on a major expansion
drive focozed on g?nzsw emrgjga apnart teely
and integratad growth.

The plans inclede a dedicared I'T park,
a green hmm production facility and
A FpoTL- il upgeades, all ofwhich
are expected to usher CIAL Intoa new era
of sustainable and tech-driven growthe

More than 150 ptnjeetg have bme-n e

Accordlng o 5 Subas, Man
Der.‘mr of CLAL, the exercise goes
oid mere expansbon nfthnlj:part‘smfra
SIUCTLTE.

“We are redefining the role of an -
port bn today’s world. From green hydro-
gen production to advanced digizal sys-
rems and the creatbon of a vibram
manﬂ ecoaysient, each step is part

I.fu-ﬁ:3J gion: o integrate sustalnahil-
by, echnology and reglonal development
knto the core of 1 operations. Our
aim is o ma‘ummrﬁ? CIAL remalns fu-
mure-ready, efficient and deeply aligned
with the evolving needs of passengers
and parmers alike, ™ he said

SMARTER, S8AFER

The T200-crore digital infrastrecture
programme will harness smart techno-
logy tocreare a safer and seamless alrport
experience, he gakd Moreover, CIAL is
now part of an exclusive groap of seven
Lnwhian airpores thar offer the Fast Teack

Immigration — Trusted Traveller Pro-
gramme (FTI1-TTF),

CIAL & collaborating with BPCL w
bulld a green hydrogen plant. Slated to be
mangurated by August, it will be the first
ever hydrogen production facility ar an
abeport globally. With on Instalied caps-
ciry of 1 MW and pmdumun capacity of

T thie ct s primar
1&1:5” ;r&u Fnl;?thlhq En]u.unnhls
and around the alrport.

Tho initiative complements LL.'a.Ls

f a5 a solar-powered :ﬂﬂgﬂn
aligns with gjnbﬂl.mbon neurrality
by promoting cleaner sltematives ocon-
venriona fuels, Suhas sald.

MRO SERVICES

To pasition Kochi as a leading destination
for maintenance, repair and overhaul
(MEDY) services In South Asla, carering o
both domestic and foreign  aidises,
Cochin International Aviation Services,a
subgidiary of CLAL, Is constructing s
thind MR hangar at an Investment of
t50crare.

Currently, n:a;o.r asirerafi maintenanoe
hiths are | lin Magpur, Hyderabad,
and Kaolleatn, while many Indian airlines
continue o rely an inrermational facilit-
bes in Singapore, UAE and Sri Lanka, res-
uwhting in massive forelgn exe B (T
ﬂnw:l.[ The e ion Et.hnchhzlmﬁms T
offer a competitive, high-quality altermat-
bve for MRO services within Indls, Subas
sakd.

This Iniriarive supports the broader
geals of the ‘Make In India® and ‘Ac
manirbhar Bharat' ummes by en-
hancing domestie capabilities, reducing
dependence on overseas service pro-

S Suhas, Managing Director, CLAL

viders and artrac ovierseas business o

Indian soil, he add

EEY WDORKS

Un the Infrastrocture front, CLAL |5 ex-
ecuting & diverse array of projects o
srengthen aviation and allied sectors,

The projects are ned 1o enhance ca-
Imc-iq.'. improve efficlency, and generate
OIg-TEFm FeVenLe.

The key works include an lmport cargo
rerminal {1 lakh sq fi); airportemergency
services modernisation with the induc-
ton of the laest safery systems; perl-
meter  kntrusion  detection syslem
(PIDS); India's largest sero lounge —
(M484 Aero Lounge; golf resoris; and the
ongoing phase 1 of the international ter-
miral (T3] expansion project.

The secondary runway project, with an
estimared land acquisition value of
1,200 crore, ls sxing, amid plans for
i rﬂluwmmrbruigpwmd #m hEE:’aCL‘E.E

bridges are atan advanced stage.

CAL alms o follow an serotropolis
model by integrating commercial and
lifestyle zones around the rt. These
d;.-l.lei'upuu.'uu support Kerala's viglon of
becoming a global investment and tour-
ksm hub.

During Fy¥2024-25 the airport handled
49,002 ponnes of Intermational and
16,548 tonnes of domestic cargo (up by 8
per cent year-on-year|. CIAL also Inaug-
urated a dedicared Animal Cruarantine &
Certificarion Services (AQCS) centre in
Ovtober 2024, becoming the seventh [n-
dian 2 to offer per impor facilites,
ngmﬁucl:.l.wmfht_' easing lﬁ-l.errﬂe:mnal animal
CrAnspoeT.

GREEN GDALS
Even as it expands, L:L-\.L. CONTIUES T
hold firm o izs green en oals. The
solar capacity has b-u:en up oy 50
MWwp, pm-ﬁk‘.lng over 2 lakh units per
dmy; aver 35 erore undrs of cdean power
penerated; and 66,000 tonnes of carbon
offser annually, equal wo planting 3 mil-
lion rrees. I'umuﬁuu\wugmum belng
planned to scale up renewable power use,
reduce emissions, and comserve re-
sources across all operational areas.
CLAL was desigrared a3 an authorised
entry port for drugs and cosmetics under
e amended Drugs & Cosmetics Act
(1940, The airport also received the
prestigious Authorised Economile Oper-
ator - LO (AFO-L0Y) stagus from the Dir-
ectorate of Intemational Customs, re-
nlsing the al 's high level of
mpngw with mu :lfﬂ-l.. Frams-
work and its allegiance to secure, efficient
International supply chaln practices.
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® GLOBAL CONNECTIVITY

Mangaluru airport awaits PoC status

STRATEGIC LOCATION. Mangaluru a.lrpnrl.l:aﬂ serve o5 o transit point for connectivity to West Asia

L -}
AJ Vinayak

mkeholders  In coastal
Karnaraks want the State
EFMmEnt [0 grant a
point-of-call (Poll) stams o
Mangalury [ntermatiomal Alrport
— enabling foreign alrlines wo fly
s, and from the city — for im-
i conneetiviry tothe ress af
ﬁmhﬁ I;::.Lm out thar
the PoC st=rus would help un-
lock the reglon’s full potential in
sevesal sectors, including ech-
nology, tourism, education and
healtheare, 1o rame a few.
Eajesh a mative of
Udupl district who currently
works in Singapore, rues thar
Mangalury airport has been op-
eraring below its full potenial.
He wanis the govemment to
push Indian carriers @ launch
new routes and offer suppost for
Two years o assess the viahiliny
of these routes. Alternatively, he
a Poll o au-
mmmﬂmhm"mu.' alrlines to service
desrinations thar indian kew-cost
carriers aviadd due 1o commeercial
FEESONE.
Mangaluru’s conmectivicy to
Southeast Asian  destinations,
cularly Sin re's
R ke o e detonct
:ﬁnﬁhm}imm.{h
Scoot may be convineed
ore the route, he adds, es-
Iy given that they have on-
muﬁﬁmmmiwm-
rinarions in South Asia, the Far

East and Australia, and can bens-
fit from the addirion of filers m,

and from Mangahum airporc.

LONG-PENDING DEMAND
Trade and investments worth
282 hilion are |

between Sings W
Karnataka dne (i} theln;:k of dir-
ect connectivity, Acharya says.

Capt Brijesh Chowta, Member
of Parlinment representing Dak-
shina Kanpads disericr, says
Maregaluru despite i
modern infrastrociure and rising
passenger and cargo teaffie, pe-
makns underdeveloped due ™
the paucity of direct interns-
tional s conneetiviey.

A Poll stamus for Mangaher
Mllug:!l;pmwmmcamdn&'m’
flgni economic benefits,
given the reghon's sorategle prox-
imiry to international markers.

Flights from Sourhessr Asia
and South Asin can  use
Harf.ﬂuru 15 a transit polnt for
efficlent commectivity to West
Agia, eresting 2 seamlesy travel
nerwork, he adds.

As a regional hub for interna-
tonal travel and trade, the ale-

wﬂ] also booar wourism and
ustrial growth in Karnataks.
Thrs, In twrn, would in 1’1:-
exchayge, facilicate
rE:n. promote  skill 'e]np—
ment and Infrastructune
development, and strengthen In-
dia’s positson in global aviarion
networks, e gays,

Chowta recently approached

the Unlon Civil Aviarion Min-

istry, seeking a4 PoC stams for

Karnataka Assembly Speaker
UT Ehader, too, has approached
the Clvil Aviatlon Mimster witha
skmilsr pequest, while politing
out that uru holds sora-
regic Importance duse o its geo-
graphic proximity and etrong
conpectivity with countries in
West Askaand the Far East.

Staring that o large
from the coasral Karnataks re-
gion regides across ASEAN and
SAARC nathons and frequenthy
travels to Mangaburu for family
reunions, bustsess, and cultural

ents, Khader says en-

hamced connectivity theoogh die-

ect International will im-

e pas convenience
Edhoosrthe lacal econsumy,

Many forelgn carriers fiy o
mult inrernational a
bowring mm
its size and economle skgnlfie-
ance, Karmaraka has only one in-
termational alrport, kn Bengalury,
with Pol status Given this la-
cuna, Mangaluru should be des-
ignsted as the secomd PoC in
Karmataka, he says.

The Pol® starus ¢an addition-
ally facilivare the exporr of per-
Esheable from the o,
which a%gm dnuuudmm in
West Asiaand beyond, he adds,

We value your feedback.
Do send your comments 1o

bliagistics@thehindu.co. in
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Hosur airport: T.N. may start
acquiring land in 3 months

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment could begin land ac-
quisition for the proposed
Hosur airport in about
three months. The consul-
tant submitted the Obsta-
cle Limitation Surfaces
(OLS) survey for the two
shortlisted sites recently,
and the administration was
expected to finalise the lo-
cation within a month and
a half.

Joint venture

It may be noted that a few
months ago, Taneja Aeros-
pace and Aviation Limited
(TAAL) had also expressed
interest to the State go-
vernment, and talks were
held to explore the possi-
bility of a joint venture for
the proposed airport. Ho-
wever, sources said it was
too early to say whether
this would materialise, as
everything depended on
the site the government se-
lected for the project.

Obstacle Limitation
Surfaces survey for
the two sites has
been submitted and
the location is likely
to be finalised soon

According to sources,
the OLS report said it was

feasible to build an airport
on both identified sites —
one located about 1.5 km
from the TAAL airstrip,
and the other approxi-
mately 15.5 km east of Ho-
sur and north of Shoolagi-
ri. However, it also
indicated that there would
be challenges.

“The report shows that
there is undulating land

and quite a lot of obstacles
around both sites. But it is
feasible to construct an air-
port after implementing
the necessary measures in
both these locations. The
State government will be
presented with the advan-
tages and disadvantages of
both sites, and it will be up

to it to decide the project’s
final location,” a source
said.

Air-control zone
Meanwhile, the State go-
vernment, which has writ-
ten to the Ministry of De-
fence  regarding  the
formation of a separate air-
control zone to set up the
airport, is expecting the
approval  within  two
months.

The government will al-
so have to hold a meeting
with Hindustan Aeronaut-
ics Limited (HAL) in this re-
gard soon.

From automobile to
electronics manufacturing
and new investments in
the pipeline, the State
stands to benefit signifi-
cantly if the Hosur airport
plan materialises. As of
now, progress is steady. A
year after the airport was
announced and some pre-
liminary studies conduct-
ed, the State government is

now close to finalising a
site.
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IndiGo flight
from Goa to
Hindon airport
diverted to IGIA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHLJLL Y 27

AN INIHCO fight from Goa, whach
was scheduled o Land at the
Hnden .ur|'u||'|:|'||.|1.L.'!.1||.‘|.I (L
diverted fo the Indira Gandhi
Internanonal Al rpnrr-_H A on
Sunalay evening. The diversion
happened due to abckof parking
spots, aconiing o .asounce,
Accerding e fisg ht tracking
website Flightrad ar24, IndiGo
fight GEXSTS was scheduled in
depan from Goa af 220pm and
land in Ghaziabad ard 50pm The
Might wokofar2 33 pmand whias
diverted to Dehi evertualy
“Aathe lightweas approaching
toland at Hindon Adrport, we
WET e N (e chiens [o dnemm
ICIA due tounavailabslity of park-
ing." asource said Passengersde-
boarded the plane at IG1A alter
some confusion
“When we reached Hindon,
the ot kepr iy around thear -
port for aound 45 mines befone
Laking us to the IG1A, whemn we
everitially bnded A Termemal 1
sand Aday Mishia, a neurosurgeon
and a passenger an the plane
“When we said we wanted o exit
thie planie, The crew sl wie vall go
toHindon again That iswhenthe
passengerscreaied a ruckus, afer
which we wiere allowed o leave
thie plane,” Mishra said
Arconding o a sounce, the air-
line had to take penmission from
The Hindon airport for another
attemipe at landing, which took
teeme, The Iridl gt Fxprr % iried
reaching out to i Go obran of-
Nl r|:-_.|:u:-r|\'.l_-|1l||l cauild fol get
a aHmmenk.
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New facility, part of *4200cr expansion plan, to handle international operations

Airport terminal to go domestic-only

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: The city alrport’s
existing terminal will exclu-
sively serve domestic passen-
gETs Once 4 new terminal be-
comes operational, reflecting
the stark disparity between
domestic and international
traffic at Calcutta’s main air-
port.

The new terminal build-
ing, part of the Phase IT expan-
slon worth 4,200 crore, will
handle both International and
domestic passengers, airport
officials said.

“The existing integrated
terminal will be exclusively
for domestic flight passen-
gers once the new terminal
becomes operational. Tt will
be more convenient for pas-
sengers,” said airport director
Pravat Ranjan Beuria. “The
number of domestic passen-
gers 1s much higher compared
to international passengers.”

Passenger numbers

The numbers underscore this
reality. On Thursday, the air-
port handled 46,183 domestic
passengers across 300 flights,
while international traffic
comprised just 4,619 passen-
gers on 35 flights. Officials see
no change in this pattern in
the near future.

“There 18 no indication
that the ratlo will improve in
the near future. The state gov-
ernment and alrport author-
ities have approached several
international airlines to start
filghts to Furone. hutthere has

Existing international

LERRRTTIRRRNTTHAY!

F
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Proposed U-shaped
new terminal building
with two arms

ol o D

Existing domestic

terminal

HEADCOUNT
Existing terminal
capacity: 26 million
passengers
Capagity after
axpansion: 28 million
Capagity after shifting
international section:
33 million

Proposed new

Existing integrated
terminal building

N

N
N

T,

been no positive response,”
sald an alrport official.

Most of the internation-
al flights from Calcutta are
to neighbouring countries
and Southeast Asla or to the
Gulf nations. Airlines such
as Lufthansa and British Afr-
ways discontinued services to
the city several years ago.

Domestic travel
The restructuring will signif-
icantlv hnost domeastic nas-

senger capacity. The existing
terminal currently handles
26 million passengers annual-
1y and will gain an additional
2 million capacity after
the construction of an exten-
slon.

“Once the international
terminal’s infrastruciure is
shifted to the new building,
five million more domestic
passengers can be handled
at the existing terminal in a
vear.” sald Reuria.

The existing integrated
terminal currently has two
segregated sections for domes-
tic and international flights.
The international section
houses immigration counters,
customs X-ray machines, and
duty-free areas — all of which
Will be relocated to the new fa-
cility.
“All these facilities will be
shifted to the new terminal,
creating space to handle more
domestic nassengers in the ex-

B’ "

terminal capacity:
11 million

Phase Il plan
Existing terminal:
Dedicated for
domestic flights
Proposed new
international terminal:
9 million
Domestic: 2 million
Al figures annual

Source: Airports Authority

1sting terminal,” sald Beuria.
New terminal
The new terminal will han-
dle 11 million passengers
annually — 9 million Interna-
tlonal and 2 million domestlc.
While the existing terminal
handles 8,460 passengers
per hour, the new bullding
will handle 4,800 passengers
hourly.

The U-shaped structure
will feature 21 hoarding bride-

es compared to the existing
terminal’s 18, The bullding's
two arms will extend into the
airside, with the right arm
having seven boarding gates
facing north, while the left
arm will have seven gates fac-
ing north and seven facing
south.

The facility will include
retail and food outlets, plus a
multl-level car park for 1,000
vehicles — matching the
existing parking capacity.
Plans also include elevated
roads connecting the terminal
to the city, with the number
of lanes vet to be finalised but
expected to range between two
and six.

International connectivity
Calcutta alrport’s internation-
al connectivity has declined
over recent decades. Several
alrlines offering direct Euro-
pean connections have with-
drawn operations, citing low
yields and insufficlent busi-
ness passenger traffic. Cur-
rently, nodirect flights operate
to Europe or the US.

The new terminal will be
constructed adjacent to the
existing facility, with both
buildings interconnected. As
part of the project, the old
domestic biudlding will be de-
molished, while the domestic
section in the new building
will be positioned near the ex-
isting terminal for smoother
operations.

The Phase I expansion
is scheduled for completion
bv 2030,
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City artists to add
creative touch to
Maldives auport

Sachin.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

Vadodara: Hanimaadhoo
Airport in the Maldives
which is being developed
with Indian assistance, will
showcase the work of artists
from Vadodara. The airport
project was mentioned by Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to the Maldi-
veson Friday

India is supporting seve-
ral infrastructure projects in
the Maldives, including the
Hanimaadhoo International
Airport on the Haa Dhaalu
atoll, The project is being ex-
ecuted with financial assi-
stance through a line of cre-
dit from the Exim Bank of In-
dia. Theairportisexpected to
enhance connectivity to the
northern Maldives and ease
congestion at Male Airport.

Vadodara-based curator
Sachin Kaluskar, who is over-
seeing the installation of art-
works at Hanimaadhoo Air-
port, said their team was se-
lected due to their earlier
work at airports in Avodhyva,
Dehradun and Surat, as well
as projects in Kedarnath and
the Congo. The assignment
came through Kalpataru Pro-
jects International Ltd, the
airport developer.

Thework involves collabo-
ration with five Maldivian ar-
tists — Mohammed Zain Riy-

An artist's impression of the
proposed Hanimaadhoo Airport

az, Ahmed Aleem Shakoor,
Aminath Lauza, Aishath Shi-
man Solah and Aminath Zai-
nath Azim — who were selec-
ted through a competition
held by Regional Airports
Company Ltd. The artists
worked with Kaluskar's Va-
dodara-based team to finalize
the design concepts.

“The execution was done
in Vadodara. Completed mu-
rals were sent to Tuticorin
and shipped to the Maldives,”
Kaluskar said.

Artists from Vadodara
who contributed to the pro-
ject are Jitendra Solanki,
Mrunal Kahar, Kunal Kahar,
and Parth Solanki. The art-
works comprise 15 mixed-me-
dia murals, each 3.5 metres
wide and 2.5 metres high. The
pieces highlight the Maldi-
ves' vibrant marine life, cul-
ture and heritage. A sculptu-
reisalso in the works.
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Centre to launch
‘one airport, one
product’:

Times News Nevwoas

iation is planning
fi inithative called
‘one airport, one product” for
eo lerminals to Factlitate

prrasduets from an are
thi v and the w
minister Ram
du  Kinjarapu
rin on Satur-
Thiz draws 0
spiration from Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's ‘one dis
trict, one product’ Inltiative,
he said at the Inouguration
of Tutlcorin alrport’s new
terminal building.
He sald that like the Cho
ins, who buil
.Ms] harhour ny we are
building world-cliss modern
infrastructure under the vi-
sionary lesdership of PM
Modi. The budget for reil-
ways, roads, alrports, ports,
electricity, water, and gas
pipelines increased by near
Ly 6% i the ln vears, Are
markable phase of airport
development n the country
was operntionalising  one
airport every 51 davs in the
Last 10 years. No other coun
try hazdo hesnid
The minister said the
new alrport terminal blends
with modernity,
ng TH's rich cultur-
al heritage through Its de

IMDDERNISED: Wnistor said The ol borminal bo be used for cargo handing

Mlnlster

iy Brrien

skgn and interiors. Built at
Tdsterore, it will be the gate
way for travel, trade, and tou
rizsm for the entire southern
If there wen: enly 1,300
aircrafi movements in the
old ||'||r||r|.|| in 2014, 1 will

almost 3,600,

SPANS
17, M 1=sqm, a\.lu h s 17 tines
bigger than the ald terminal

The runway was extended
from 1500m to 5,100m, which
182510 Bigger In the old
terminal, only small flights
wore operated, but now, big
ger flights oould be oper;
which could provide b
apportunitie :d-,ru'\-\-lll
He said the old tl:rn'mnl
will bie murde a dedbeated
go terminal, unlocking ne!
possibilities  for  Farmers,
Oshermen,  traders,  and
small industries from Tuti-
in
“Right now. fisheries are
reansparied all theway to Ko
d Bengaluru. With this
icated  cargo  terminal,
Tuticorin can become a sea
food export huh,” he said.
Thovalal Nower markel
in Kanvakumari district,
which s just 70km away
won't have to use Thiruva-
I|.'|1|f]1;|]:-l alrport  to

send Mowers across the
world anymoe. Banana and
ik % ey also ul L ise
the new cargn terminal, he

ardided
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DGCA registers banned Chinese
drones; over 8,700 have got UINs

n-np Singh
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dethi

Overlooking the ban im-
posed on Chinese drones
sinoe 2021, the Directorate
General of Cmil Asiation
[ECA) has registered more
8,700 drones till date.

The official website (hi-

| | dipttatskydgea po i ts-
EE‘{LEH}E‘E"E the status of
registration of drones meant
only for civilian, palice and
central armed palice foroe
{CAPFs) usages.

COm typing Da-Tiang Inmow-
ation FI;!F}I“E E]unesl?: drone
compamy) on the landing

, the website throws de-

s of Chinese drones like
the serial mumber, name of
the owner, UIN, type, weight,
among others. On searching
under “UAS Model Name®
column, “DJI MI NI 2 ap-
pears, which is a banned
Chinese drone.

GRANT OF UIN

The ill ly imported D1
droncs ﬁfﬂﬂgfpmﬂrd
unique identification  mum-
bers . The widespread

of UINs and availability of
imported Chinese drones al-
low China continuous sccess
to country-wide geo-tagped
images and videos, defeating
the se af banning the
us:iﬂ'JTLP:;: ﬂ}'i.ugnh_jl:l:glsfm'
civilian and military pur-

Chinese drones without “Type
Certification’ are prohibited
frovmn impart and their usage

poses.  Significantly, they
carry UTNs but without ‘type
certification’ which is
nical and safety evaluation nf
drones carmied out by the
DGCA. The Drone Ruoles,
2021, stute that the UTNswill
be issued only to drones thar
are type-certified by them,
Any drone other than nano
and model drones is required
to undergo type certification.
The “model drone cat-
egory,” orginally introduced
o support educational, re-
creational, and RE:D wse, is
limited to drones under “25
bz and must be operated
srncti:, “within visual line of

Muostly, this clause is being
used by boyers to circurmvent
the law and get DGCA regis-
tration.

Most of these drones are
used for commercial pur-
poses, sold and advertised

v On e-commerce plat-
forms, social media, and even
in popular physical retail
markets across major Indian
citics. While Indin drone
manufacturers are reguired

to go through the type cert-
fication process which costs
lukhs of rupees and almost a
year, owners of smuggled
Chinese DI drones can ob-
tain an UIN from the DGCA
ina matter of just few davs, a
leading drone  developer
sand.

CHINESE DRONES

This proliferation of Chinese
imported drones  wviolates
Drone Rules, 2021, which
mandate that “all drones, in-
cluding nano dromes™ (up to
g cermin weight category)
must be registered prior to
Enmun but exempts those

are meant for the R&D.

It also contravencs 4 notl-
fication issued by the DGFT
on February 9,2022, bﬂnmﬂg
import of Chinese drone in
any form, be it completely
built unit, semi-knocked
down lit, or completely
knocked down kit

Speaking to busimessiine, a
government official said the
matter will be taken up at an
inter-ministerial — meeting
headed by the Home Secret-
ary on July 29, 2025,

Smit Shah, President of
Drone Federation of India,
said the Federation has been
pursuing this matter with the
Centre for over sic months.
“This impacts India's secur-
ity, technological advance-
ment, and domestic industry
demand immediate and de-
cisive attention,"” Shah said.
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Emirates’ refurbished Boeing 777

Emirates. the workd's largest internationad airfne, has

anncounced it will daployits newtly refurbished Bosing 777

aircratt toffrom Madrid starting Se ptember 16.

o Custormners can ook forsard 1o an
m._‘ ~ -~ | enhanced traved experience with
- upgraded interiors and premism
sigrature travel touches across all cabins,
the srine stated in arelease Madridia
the hirst destnation m Spasn to operate
with the airfine's nest-generation
interiors
The deployment ol Emirates’ retroftted Bosing 777 to

Madrid marks & new era of presrsum traved to the Spansh city
— offering Hiers theairline’s award-winning premium economy
service, newdy confgured business class cabin, and am
improved travel experience, the refeased added.

Bulker deliveries may touch six-vear high
in 2026: Shipowners' association

BISCO, a globad trade association for shipowners, has forecast
that bulker dalveries will gradisally ncrease this year, reaching
41.2 m deachwesight tonnes (TWT) n 2006 — asor-year high
= Bufieer nevebius ding contracting was
strong in 2023 and 2024, and several of
—_— thes= arders are expacted to be deliversd
1 - dusriing this year and the next, says Filipe
N Gowveia, Shipprggdnalyss Manager at
BiMCO
O the 533 million DWT expected to
be defvered unti the end of 2024, the
panaman segment scoounts for 33.9 per cent, while suprisman
accounts for 283 per cent. Ordesrs in these segments rose
dusring 2023 and 2024 as they wen= benefsting from
comparatively higher freight rates
_l_ Athough capesine newbuilding contracting rose in 2024,
supported by higher freight rates, the segment & estimated to
account for only 239 per cent of defveries. Capesine ships ame
the largest and tafes longer to buld . Consequsently, most of the
orders from 2024 will be delivered after 2028
Ofthe shipsto be delivered, 3.1 per cent can use alternat fee
Fuisls while an additional 107 per cent can be retrofited.
LG and methanol are the most popular choices for
alternative Fusk, accounting for 37.1 per cent and 349 per
cent, respectively, of capacity,
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IndiGo flags profit
risks from carbon
offsetting scheme

—
Anesh Phadnia

Mt

Inditio, India’s and

most p.rnl:m:hlr: airline, has

highlighred sk nn'uj:mﬁ.l:

ability from the mandacory

implementation  of global

crbon  offestring  scheme
In 02T

“Indwis iz subjerted o
reguiatory risks from
evolving chmate change reg
ulaticens ar bovh rationa] and
international levels. One of
the potential risks thar we
foreses on account of emer

r ry TEqUIrement
By Cebon atit
ting and reduction scheme
for internatiosal  mdarion
(COESLA),. The repolation
will be a able to Indito
from 2027, wherein we will
be reqmr:d to offtet the

on inter
rl.num:J Em ost of
o may have an im
mﬂn ‘ovenall cpem
tianal cost and profmbiliey”
the girline said in iz lacest
anmual repart.

CORSLA is a market based
measure sdopied by the In.
termational Civil Avdacion
Crganizarion to reduce car
bon ermissions. I is being mm
plemenced in threr stapes
from 2021, amd 129 coumtries
are alm.uh participmimg in
i L-:wm:uﬂ\ under the
scheme, airlines would be e
quired to offser the emis
sions that cannot be reduced
byusing sssminable ovistion
fized ar other technologies.

Untll now, no ofsetting

requirement has come op for
global carmers beconse emis
sions in 2021-23 have been
liower compared o the 2004
baseline becouse of the im
pact of Covid-1% pandemic.
The scheme's mandamory

phase will im AT
Sources said offset reguine
ment for 20T would becom
municaresd by ICAO  in

secand half of 200K, and ac.
rual obligations would need
o be fulilled im 3059

e that doesn't mean
there womldn't be costs pri
o chat Airlines can
credits  depending  wpan

ﬁ::d_md wvailabilicy before
Alsa, the price of sus

:mnah]umm:m fined is going
0 be: much higher than con
wentional foel* p source sid.

COUNTER MEASURES
Indfo said it has taken ne
cessary |eps 0 overcome
the heightened risk “Arcond
T4 per cent of owr mircraft
Beet belongs tothe next gen
eration, moduding  Airbus
A3 20 Neo famiby, which is 15
per cent maore foel effickent
and 50 per cent quieter than
the older generation aircraft.
Thix helps usin reduring our
gresmhouse gas emissions,”
the airline said

I sald it by iovesting
in electric coaches and elec
i ground equipment.

“We are in active discus
sions. wich il marketing
companies  regarding - sus-
tuinable avistion foel, the

which is coo
ﬂmﬂ both globally and
Locally," it said.
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Engine
failure hits
Indian skies

Heoin: Duata for 2025
il My

Source: Writhen

replies in the #apya sabha A

MYNT PRNEA)
O duly 16, an IndiGa
] (lizhinwns forced 1o make
an emergency landing st
¢ the Mummbal airport follo-

- winga reported engine
Indlure. Two more simdlar incldents nvo-
Iving IndiGo ook place within the same
waek. Intlse wake of the Bosing ALt
crash, concems over aireraft safery have
Intensified. However, these are not
Baolated ceses. Flight cancellations in
India_partdeularly those cased bytech-
niend glirches, have risen in the past four
yeass [0 peak in 2033, with engine failu-
res balng a major conrributing factoe.

Weather accolris for the hdpiess pro-
portion of fikghe cancellatons, fallowad
by cehers, such a5 commercinl ssnes,
secumty concems and striles, and o
nicad reasons ln recent vears. (Chart i)

Flight cancellation high due
to weather & technical woes
Reason-wise share of flight cancellations in india (3o}
Raasons ™ Westhor

Tedbnicl ™ Operotional ™ Othery

Flight cancellations due totechnical
reasond lave Increasad across alrlines,
barring AlrIndia. TrdiGo has replaced
Alr India withthe highest share of flight
canceliations sinee 2002 (Chan 2)

Ammnaeg 37 cases of englne talhares
recordied in serioms comemereial fighe

Encidents betwesen 2002 and 2000, erszin-

es monufacnired by Pram & Whimsey

accounted forthe most fallures. (Cliart 3)

Twoal the three largest engine
manufEerring companies recorded a
deciime in the share of reseanch &
developmient expenditure invotal
expenses iNFY2q.(Cham4)

The share of repais & mainenance
expendimte in total alrline sxpendinre
has rennined modest. {Chart 5

The everall surveillance scoiviny of

the Disecrorate General of Clvil NNHGn

[DGCA) has Ineressed domlficanty sines

2001 (Chart 6

Statsfiury & 3 weekly feature. Every Monday, Business Standand gudes youthrough the murmbers you. need b domw fo make senss of the bsadlines

i indiz
g

M Cancellation of
m flights due to
technical reasons
{in mumber)
—frdnn =Rl Al =i o

e B |y e iy {1 B, o Ty
LI

mr N2 N3 0N

Mobs: Data for 3025 HE May
Sounce: Weritten replies o the Hajya Sabha

g Modest rise in
g R&M in FY24

Share of expense on REM intotal
expenditure on airaaft (%)

Mote: REM
stards for
repairs &
mairtenanee
Air india Express
data i not
avzahie for P2
i Sourmes
“ Company annua!
reporte, BE
Cafolation

3 P&W engine failures
g8 common across aircraft

Humber of engine failures between 2012 and 2020
P& . Internations P GE

Rircralt  Whilmey | Asro Engines | Infemational | Aerospace
Airbus w + 1+ | ¥ | =&
ATR ! a o 1] 5
Boeng a | o | o 1 -ii-’,lj
Bombardier 1 o] o ]

The AAIE investigated 15 mses of semous \nodens from 2012 to

1024 amang differend sirlines, of which I (Ul 2020) wars

raparted a5 enging failures, ATR stands for Awions de transport
rogianal Sourci: AAIE Investigation Reports, BS Cakulstion

R&D share of spending
dedined in FY24
RED expense as %o of total expense of EMC*
8 Pratt L Whilney @ CEAprmpace @ Safran Arcaft Engines
K3

TR = =

45 ] [T

Frig Fap P (27 7] M| A
Mote "Enging Mamafacturing Companies; OFM intarnatiznal s 2
joirt verrtiire betwaen CE Asnocpace snd Safran Anraft Engnes
HED stards for ressarch & dewalopment

Sourres Campany sl repois, 85 Caloulxtian

6 DGCA surveillance activities
g from 2021 to 2025
m Ty lanee conructad m.:;:::-f“ ..I':I:“.'IEIJ'L

Belicterican madiled = L] | = Lavp|)
=== Enfomementactions

o :umpllm_:ll.--.h.*

. tompeomises flight
LA safwty, wiheln = Leval
2 defidenoy may
&  reduce safuby and
potontially irmpact
. Flight satfuty.
- 25 data m kil April
_ Sourtoe Witen
* replos in the Rajya
Salrha. DA
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IndiGo Plans More Int’l
Flights, MRO Opportunities

Press Trust of India

New Delhi: IndiGo will continme
to add more overseas desting-
tions with A2 XLRs set to join
the fleet this fiscal year and aims
to increase its international ca-
pacity share to 40% by 2030,

Also, the couniry's lnrgest girline
plans o explore new opportunities
in the MRO {maintenance, repair
andoverhaul) space, according toits
anmwal report for A24-25.

IrdiGo, which hes been flying
for over 18 years, has a domestic
market share of 64.5%, operates
around 2,200 flights daily with
more than 430 planes.

"We will continue to add more
destinations internationally,
especially with XL.Rs coming in
along with our newly leased wide
body aircraft for long haul opera-
tions. From 28% current interna-
tional capacity share, we are ai-
ming for 40% by FY 3030," IndiGo
CED Fieter Elbers sgid in his
message in the annual report.

Earlier this month, the carrier
started flights fo Manchester and
Amsterdam that are being operated
with Boeing 787 Dreamliners leased
from Morway's Norse Atlantic.

The long range A321 XLEs and
wide-body A350-000= areaxpectad
tojointhe aidine s Aeet in the cur-

rent fiscal year ending March
2026, and 2027, respectively

"IndiGo also plans {0 explore new
oppartunities in the MRO space as
India’s infrastructure development
ispickingup,” it said

The airline is setting up an MRO
facility in Bengalur.

In the annual report, the airdine
said its outlook remains promi-
sing, supported by a healthy de-
mand environment and Arm ca-
pacity growth.

"While macroeconomic uncerts-
inties and operating headwinds
such as sircraft groundings and fu-
el cost wolatility remain, IndiGo
continies to proactively mansge
these challenges throegh fleet di-
wersification, damp leasing strate-
gies amd strategic agreements with
OEMSs," itsaid.

DEM refers to original equip-
ment manufacturer
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SECTORAL LOSSES, AIR INDIA CRASH WEIGH

IndiGo’s Insurance
Premium Likely to
Rise, in Single Digits

Shilpy Sinha

Mumbai: IndiGo Airlines, co-
uniry's largest carrier by fest
size and market share, is likely
to face B single-digit percentage
increase in aviation insurance
premiums when its annual co-
wer comes up for renewal this
week, people familiar with the
matier said.

The hike comes amid a harde-
ning global reinsurance market
following the recent fatal AirIn-
diacrash in Ahmedabad, which
eould result in hull and liability
claims exceeding 200 million.

The insurance renewal for In-
dico and Spicelet—whose poli-
cigs are up for renewal in Dcto-
‘ber—is being closely watched by
the industry as reinsurers raise
prices in the wake of increasing
elobal aviation losses

Reinsurers in the London mar-
ket, which underwrite a large
portion of Indian aviation risk,
are tightening capacity and pus-
hing up rates for both hull and
liability covers.

IndiGo’s policy last vearwas led
by Mew India Assurance, with
co-insurers such as ICICI Lom-
bard participating domestically
A large portion of the risk was
ceded to overseas reinsurers,
particularly in London. which

continue to dominate sviation
hull and liability insurance.

The carrier's combined holl,
spares, and liability cover carries
8 premium of approximately 13
A5 million. industry sources said.
‘The total insurance value for its
437 aircraft fleet stands at around
£ billion. Each aircraft—prima-
rily Airbus A3X)
amd AJ model-
5—is insured for &
hull value betwe-

A

en 350 million and

585 million. The

fleet includes a few
Theqmrers  wide-body aircraft
hull spares,  Tecently inducted
and liability for international
cover carries  FPETations.
apremivmef On the lisbility
approx $13  front, narrow-bo-
=15 million dy mircraft typi-

cally carry cove-
rage up to $750 million, while wi-
de-body aircraft are covered for
upto $l billion. The current com-
bined singlelimit{C5L)for liabi-
lity stands st #1 billion, with
maximum hull agreed walue
(MAV) at 5150 million and spares
et 00 million.
Reinsurance costs have been ri-
sing since late 2023, but the re-
cent Air India crash has led to
further tightening, with inter-
national reinsurers becoming
maore cautious on risk appetite.
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All Air India Aircraft Records Handed Over: AIESL

DGCA is investigating engineering lapses at the airline, following the fatal Boeing 787 crash in Ahmedabad last month

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Al Engineering Servi-

ces{AIESL), the former maintenan-

cearmof AirIndia, said on Sundsy
that it handed over all aircraft

records to the aitline that took over
the maintenance oversight after its

aoquisition by the Tata Group regulator, the
"We are confident that therecomds  Directorate

we provided were complete and in General of Civil
full compliance withall regulatory  Aviation )
standards. " AIESLchief executive  (DGCA),

Al Engingering Services i 71 Al found operating

the former mainterance multiple parts beyond

arm of Air India life period

DGCA during its audit

found that there

Were gaps in

practices

Sharad Agarwal said inresponse to
ET'squeries.

ATESL is now a subsidiary of AT
Assets Holding Company, a govern-
ment-owned entity that owns the
AirIndia assets that were not part
of its privatisation in 2022

The comments comeas
India’s civil aviation

investigates potential engineering
lapses at Air India followinga
Boeing 787 crash last month that
killed 260 people.

Duringan audit in June, the
DGCA found that thers were gaps in

practices. The aifline has

allepedly been opera-
ting multiple compo-
nents inaircraft

4 3 period.
People sware
of the deve-

lopment had told ET that the new
owners implemented a newear-
peneration system called AMOS
and imported all maintenance
recors in S,

"Ax a matter of palicy we donot
COMINEnt on isswes concerning our
business partners,” Agarwal said.
“We have along-standing and
positive relationship with Adr
India, and we hold the Tata Group
inthehighest regard.”

Hesaid all engineering docu-
ments were formally handed
over when Air Indis assumed
responsibility formaintenance
oversight. "The handover was
conducted in close coordination
with Air India'sengineering
team,” he said.

AIESL, now operating indepen-
dently after Air India’s privatisa-
tion, still handles line maintenance
for the airline’s widebody fleet like
the Boeing 777 and THT.

Air India and the DGCA have not
commented on whether the airoraft

involved in the crash had compo-
nents fitted beyond their certified
lifespan while under ATESL's
mainfenandce. Thei.mE»Ligau'.nn
TETTEIE O

Apgarwal hlghiightled the compa-
ny's recent efforts toenhance its
capabilities as a maintenance,
repair and overhaol (MRO)
provider

*We now operate our hangars 24/7,
which has dramatically reduced
maintenance turnaround times,”™
Agarwal said noting that its facili-
ties in Thiruvananthapuram,
Mumbai, Delhi and Nagpur are
upgraded to meet US Federal Av-
iation Administration standards.
The Thiruvananthapuramsitehas
alsoreceived certification from the
European Union Aviation Safety
Agency

The company also offers rapid-
response aircrafi on ground
{ADG)yrecovery services and has
partnered with airlines on trai-
ning initiatives.
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Lease challenges stall Kerala airline take-off

Air Kerala and Al Hind Air,
both positioning themselves
as Kerala's flagship carriers,
are grappling with a sign-
ificant setback in their bid to
launch operations. The issue
stems from stringent de-
mands placed on them by
foreign leasing companies,
who are supplying the air-
craft. The leasing companies
have demanded advance
rent payments for up to 12
maonths or a demaonstration
of financial capability am-
ounting to Rs 200 croreThe
situation is stalling what was
intended to be a significant
leap for the regions aviation

sector. Both airlines, initally
seen as symbols of local pr-
ide, were hoping to revo-

lutionise air travel in the
state by offering affordable
and accessible flights. Ho-
wever, the imposed financial
conditions now threaten to
delay or even derail their

ambitions.

The problem lies in the
stringent terms set by the
lessors.

Leasing aircraft is a co-
mmon practice for airlines,
especially new entrants, due
o the high costs invalved in
purchasing  aircraft. Ho-

wever, for these two Ker-
ala-based carriers, the les-
sors’ demand fora vear's rent
in advance is proving to be
an unmanageable hurdle.
Additionally, the Rs 200
crore bank guarantee req-
uirement has placed further
strain on the financial via-

Leasing aircraft is
a common
practice for
airlines,
especially new
entrants, due to
the high costs
involved in
purchasing
aircraft

bility of the airlines.  While
the leasing companies argue
that these stringent con-
ditions are meant to safe-
guard their investments,
industry experts suggest that
such terms might be unu-

sually harsh, particularly for
emerging airlines that ame
still in the process of esta-
blishing their operations.
The states ambitious avi-
ation projects are now ca-
ught in the crossfire of what
some analysts describe as
high-risk commercial pra-
ctices by foreign firms.

There is also growing co-
ncern among local stak-
eholders about the broader
implications for Keralas
aviation aspirations. With
many residents and political
leaders backing the initi-
ative, the failure to secure
affordable aircraft leases
could undermine support
for future regional aviation
projects.
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Air India tells pilots to
ensure adherence to
rules in annual test

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Air India has asked
its pilots to ensure rules are fol-
lowed during their mandatory
annual test, officials told HT on
Sunday.

In an internal email to the
pilots, seen by HT, the airline
also informed them that it is
upgrading its training and ros-
tering software. The internal
email, sent by the director train-
ing late night on Saturday, is a
notice to all pilots stating that
theairline is upgrading the CAE
system. CAE, a Canadian simula-
tor company, is a pilot training
management platform used by
airlines.

Thenotice read, .. This stepis
being introduced as an addi-
Honal mitigation measure, while
our planning teams continue to
monitor the process closely as
well...”

“Pilots have been asked to
double-check their assigned
trainer for Annual Line Route
check (ALC) against their previ-
ous ALC record,” an official
aware of the development said.

ALCisa yearly flying test for
pilots where a senior trainer flies
with them during a regular flight
to see how they perform. The
testis done on an actual flight.

A comment from Air India
was awaited till the time of
going to press.

A second official aware of the
matter, however, said that the
software upgrade triggered the
email to the pilots. “Civil Avia-
tion Rules (CAR) mandate pilots

IN AN INTERNAL
MAIL, THE AIRLINE
INFORMED PILOTS
THAT IT IS GOING
TO UPGRADE

ITS TRAINING
SOFTWARE

to perform these annual tests
with different trainers every
year. Since the software is being
upgraded, automated safeguards
may not be fully functional and
so manual verification has been
requested from the pilots.”
“This is not related to the
recent notices,” he insisted.
This is part of its strategy to
ensure norms are followed dur-
ing such planned training —non
compliance has triggered slew of
notices from the aviation safety
regulator, another official said.
To be sure, India’s aviation
regulator on Wednesday issued
four show cause notices to Air
India for multiple violations of
operational procedures and reg-
ulations on training cabin crew
and managing their duty hours,
The government, in its first
meeting with the senior manage-
ment of Air India including CEO
Campbell Wilson received a
detailed explanation of the air-
line’s efforts towards maintain-
ing safety, reviewed recent inci-
dents, discussed fleet mainte-
nance, and asked the airline to
reassess its operations within a
month. These efforts are being
made to ensure compliance and
manv more will follow

28 JULY 2025
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{ TRAVEL } FLYING FROM LOS ANGELES TO LAS VEGAS

Southwest jet drops hundreds of
feet in 30 secs to avoid collision

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com

LAS VEGAS: Passengers aboard a
Southwest Airlines jet that took a
dramatic plunge to avoid an
oncoming aircraft were told by
the pilot that they nearly struck
another plane before landing
safely in Las Vegas. The Boeing
737 jet dropped hundreds of feet
in a little over 30 seconds during
a flight on Friday, according toa
flight tracking website.

Caitlin Burdi, who was on the
flight, said it took a short plunge
and then a more drastic drop as
passengers screamed in terror.

“We really thought we were
plummeting to a plane crash,”
Burdi told Fox News Digital in
an interview at the Las Vegas
airport. She said the pilot told
passengers they had nearly col-
lided with another plane.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) said the flieht.

A Southwest Airlines Boeing
737-700 airplane. AFP

Southwest 1496, was respond-
ing to an on board alert about
another aircraft in its vicinity.
The FAA is investigating. South-
west said the crew responded to
two alerts that required the
pilot to climb then descend. The
flight left Hollywood Burbank
Airport in Los Angeles just
before noon.

Another passenger, comedian
Stef Zamorano, said she saw a
woman who wasn't wearing her
seat belt shoot up and out of her
ceat and a man next to her was

clutching her arm. A woman
across the aisle was panicking,
she said. “She was pretty much
verbalising how we all felt, say-
ing, I want to get off this plane.1
want to be on the ground',” Zam-
orano told The Associated Press
on Friday. Another woman was
panicking and saying she wanted
“to get off this plane”.

The plane was in the same
airspace near Burbank as a
Hawker Hunter Mk. 58, accord-
ing to the flight tracking site,
FlightAware. Records show itis
owned by Hawker Hunter Avia-
tion, a British defence contract-
ing company.

Southwest said the flight con-
tinued to Las Vegas, “where it
landed uneventfully”,

This close call is just the lat-
est incident to raise questions
about aviation safety in the
wake of January's mid-air colli-
sion over Washington, DC, that
killed 67 people.
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Small plane crashes

offt California coast

CALIFORNIA/DENVER: Authori-
ties were searching for three peo-
ple who were aboard a private
twin-engine plane that crashed
off the central California coast.
Emergency officials responded
on Saturday night after receiving
a lost radar alert and 911 calls
from residents, KSBW-TV
reported. Witnesses reported
hearing an aircraft engine rev-
ving and a splash in the water
near the coast of Pacific Grove,
the station reported.

The small plane, a Beech
95-B55 Baron, took off from the
San Carlos airport at 10:1lpm
(local time) and was last seen at
10:37pm near Monterrey,
according to flight tracking data
from Flight Aware.com.

Several agencies responded
to the crash and search effort,
including the US Coast Guard
and California’s Dept of For-
estry and Fire Protection.People
on shore reported seeing debris
wash up from the crashed air-
craft. Coast Guard officials esti-

mated the plane crashed about
183 to 274 metres off shore, the
news station reported.

The National Transportation
Safety Board will investigate.

Passengers flee smoking
jet on emergency slide
Passengers slid down an emer-
gency slide of a smoking jet at
Denver International Airport
due to a possible problem with
the plane's landing gear,
authorities said.

American Airlines Flight
3023 reported a “possible land-
ing gear incident” during its
departure from Denver on Sat-
urday afternoon, the Federal
Aviation Administration said.
The problem involved an air-
craft tyre, the Fort Worth, Tex-
as-based company said in a
statement.

The Boeing 737 MAX 8 carry-
ing 173 passengers and six crew
members was on its way to
Miami International Airport,
American said. ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Boeing 737 jet catches fire during takeoff in US

DENVER
e

PASEENGERS slid down an
emergency side of o smoking
Jetat Denvers alrport due toa
possible problem with
the plane's lamding gear.
autharities sald

American Alrlines Flight
3023 reported &8 ‘possible lnnd.
Ing gear incident’ during its die
parture from Denver Intema-
tlomal Alrport on Saturday
alternoon, the Federal Aviation
Administration said. The Boe-
Img 747 MAX B wns on 188 way to
Miami Inter national Airport

Video aired by local media
shioweid people slid g down the
inflatable chute near the Front
of the plane while clutching

Paswenpen shde downan emergency dide of @ ymoking et a1 Genver asmor? | eoom

luggage and small children.
Somie o the padsengers, inchid
ing &l least one adult carrying
n young child, tripped ot the

end of the slide and [l onto
B he Sofereie riinway Mrmac
The passengers were then tak-
en to the termineal by bos.

One of the passengors wis
trnsparted toa medical felll
ty authorities saul. Five peopls
were evaluated for Infuries at
the soene but did not reguire
hospitalisation, Denver Inter-
natlonnd Afrport alficials said
in a statement

‘About halfway to takeoff
speed. we hear & big bang anda
pop,” passenger Shaun Wil-
liamy polld KUSA-TV. “The pilot
{imi :|||ﬂ1|i'|l1"I3.' stmrtect abart pro
cedures for taking off. You
could feel him start to hit the
brakes, " Fireflghters calbed (o
the airport extinguished a fire
after responding to the alrersfl.
the Denver Flire Department
=aid. In & statement, the FAA
sadd it will inwestigate. AP
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Air India flight to Mumbai returns to base
minutes after take-off from Jaipur

Image usad far reprasenlational puUpaEes only

‘Flying is getting scarier day by day’

: JULY l?. D AE American Aines flght cought AT
. ver Airpo \H oda a re at Denver Airport on Sunday, L
Panic o1 Den 3 #::;ﬂm All passengers marking the latest in a series

of aviation-related incidents that
have heightened public concern.
From the Ahmedabad crash

American Airlines ahorts liiliiﬂ]ﬁ
after gear malfunction; video

shows passengers ﬂ&;gg d“la:: Iiusttlgnnﬂ'l to g;kut_mll_jex:jqnu || |
i i i - : n the past week, including a
slides as smoke engulls p _ : : private plane crash in Italy .' |
= : = r— and midair flight diversions 4 .
1 cleser home, headlines reflect [
i1 i a growing sense of unease. |
Lm“n.si;,bamal . i \| " umEas-‘m;ia -‘A L
) 2 -« naving issues with flights. Delays, nose A S - :
Every person | know 11|P:;nsg:ﬁaintenance fssues, the fist My fear of flying increases dally. } 1
: idair collisions, . F =
” diving, near m Rare that a flight is eventful lately.
B, -] qoes on and on. '
= e~ | - @karanjohar
I, tindustanio?07 L Chalo ji.... Passport tijori
Every few weeks, there seems to be some malfunction related main rakh lo!
tt_;: Boeing — and this ralses serlous concerns about the safety . -
% ir travel ¢
t aircraft takes a i - " @singhbalam1111
Southwes ¥ Passenger lives should never be at risk. B i

for plane crashes. |

. : idai ision
dive to avoid midair collis FAA and alrfines must prioritize safety over profits now.

Boeing must be held accountable — before a major tragedy

| oceurs. A surge in searches around flight
: . safety and fear of flying

Thi< vear will be remembered

JULY 25
Video: Plane Crashes Into Italian

— @;Hému_ﬂi

Highway, Killing Two In Fiery Explosion | { these news are making me paranoid. My last flight was Th ﬂ:fhh-!u:“p:-:s stnﬁﬂi::!l; one uf;‘h: :c;;ﬁt .
All the : le odes fhghones et i,
: w— ; . 50 insane that one unc surge in queries like "is it safe to fly” and “fear of flying "
] @GoofyGiri | horible. The turbulence Was renared sobbnd I e o . .
Alr Travel Is Sending Shockwaves.. THOSE Who Already Have | | shouted “kya ho g‘f‘]'_' A cjh'f i wef:ﬁﬁ-ﬂﬁ::;iﬂ day by day rl:uin flight anxiety d?slu&ﬁﬂm.:!r:hu ::.Hlll:llil: pmn:ts on P‘a_ﬂmgmindmmnﬂled American Airlines Flight 302, a
Fear of Flying r In Constant Panic Mode & and couldn't control it. Flying is gefting the topic jumping over 70% in some communities. Baeing 737 MAX 8, at Denver Intemational Airpart on Sunday
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