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UK’s F35-B at Thiruvananthapuram

Airport Moved to MRO Facility

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The fifth generation
Fi5-B fighter that has beon steanded at
the Thiruvananthapuram Airport af-
ter diverting from a British aircraft
carrierdue toasnag has now been mo-
ved to a repair facility A British high
commission spokespersan said the UK
has accepted an offer to move the air-
craft to the Maintenance Repalr and
Overhaul facility at thealrport.

“The aircraft will be moved to the
hangar once UK engineering teams ar-
rive with specialist equiprment, thore
by ensuring there is minimal disrop-
tion to the scheduled maintenance of
otheraireraft " the spokespetson said.

The advanced jet had to divert to the
Indianairpartarter developinga serio-
us in-light emergency While the natu
re of the technical fanlt has not been
disclnzod, it appears to beof acomplox
nature given that the jet has been
siranded for neardy
mwo weeks, “The air-
craft will return to ac-
tive service once ropa-
irs and safety checks
have been completed.
Ground teams ocont-
nue o work closely
with Indian authorit-
o8 o ensure safiety amd
security precautions
areobserved,” the spo-
kesporson said.

Alreraft will

active servioe
once repairs,

have been
completed
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F-35B jet to be moved to MRO
facility at Kerala airport: UK

AMRITAMAY AKDUTTA
MEW DELHLJUNEZ?

NEARLY TWO weeks after an F-
158 ‘Lightrung’ stealth Rghter jet
of the Royal Navy made anemer
eency landing at the Thiruvan-
anthapuraminiemational Alrpont
and  continued 0 remain
groimded, the LK said it has ac-
cepted an offer to move the air-
craft to the Mamienance Repair
and Overhadd laclity at the arport

A British High Commission
spokes person said a UK F-358
aircralt is mwaiting repairs a the
airportafter developing an engi-
NECHANE iSsue.

“The atroraftwoill be moved o
the hangar onoe UK engineening
teams arrive with s pecialist ecquip-
mient, therehy snsuring there &
mirgmal disruption o scheduled
rairgerance of ofher aircraft,” the
spokesperson said, adding that
the atrcralt will refurn (o active
service onoe repairs and safety
chiecks have beenoo mpleted

“Ground teams continue 1o
work closely with Indianauthox-
ithes to ensure safety and secunty
precautions are observed. We
thank the Indian authorities and
Thirnwaranthapuram nternati-
onal Airpot for their continued
suprpoit.” thee spo kesperson sasd

Sincethe emergency land ing

of the Bghter jet on ) une 14,1t kas
remained unserviceable.

Manuf tured by American
defence and aerospace major
Lockheed Martin and worth over
LISD 110 millson, the F-358 jet is
among the mostadvaneed fighter
Jetsin the world.

This jet wias operating from
the British aircraft carrier HM5
Prince of Walss. The jet was un-
dermkinga routine somie outside
the Indian Air Defence bdentific-
ation Zone with Thiruvanant-
hapuram eanmarked a5 memer-
pencyrecovery airfisld. After that,
it could not retum to the arcralt
camier after getting caught inad-
verse weather conditions
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Landfills, waste transfer site are
culprits for Mumbai bird strikes

RichaPinfoxtimesodindia.com

Mumhbai: The comeern over
the alarming rise in aircradft
birdd strike Incldents was s
ken upat s high-lve] meoting
heldon Wednesday at Marnis-
lnya, where BMC officinls, o
binet minister Ashish Shelar,
anid Mumilsl aleport authoed:
tios coneenied. Dita presenied
by Auband Adrport Holdimgs Ly
mibed {AAHLS highlighted a
steady inereasze in such inei-
dlenids, Frommn 3 in 2030 b 59 In
B4, In just the frst hall of
2025, 1% bird strikees have alrea-
oy been recnedisl.

The data also detailed the
aliitudes = which these sird
kes pocurred tn 24, illustra-
tng the danger at multiple
flight kvels, From fve hifds al
GO0 R fo 19 at 501-L000 fi
E vy s 000 L, Uik were
six incidents. The figums sh
aw thee threat to airersd, part-
cularly during thecriticnl pha
seaof takeoff and lnnding.

DiTicials  identified] Koy
witste manngerment sites - Do
onir amd Hanjormaeg band-
fills and the Versoa waste
transfer centre - &s mplor
oattribitors b the profilem.
These locations Fe within the
alrparts flight funnel wome
and attract barpe focks of
birds dur to the improper
hadling of oo wiste D
ring themaeting, Shelar stres
sed the urpeat need to mitigs-
I this risk. He directed BMT
afficials to fast-track the long-
pending  modernisatbon ol
Virsava contre, The propesed
upgrade includes constricts
ety @ shed 4o comdadbn waste, in
stalling an odour control syst-
e o rEped binds and deploy-
ing a mobile compaction unit
to reduwcs waste exposure.

Shelar nken called for a

2009 HUDSOMN RIVER LANDING

Case in paint, A US Airways aircraft fow
Irito a fiock of Canadian geese, losing
both engines and forcing pilots to carry
out an emergency water kanding shortly
after takaoff from New York City's
LaGuardia Airporl

ZONE OF RISK ’

= Muost bind strikes ocour
during nkeafl or landing when
e aircraft i at lower
altitudes, In the same

v

DAMAGE

emviranment Bak birds POSSIBILITIES

camimony iy Birds can also damage
- " indshiids, wings, and

5 The rishs incredss during wi i

hird migration perinds. Both tuselages, which could

e Huisan River fanding and
closer home, the Emrates
abreralt incident in Murmbai in
Mary last yoar {the aircraft flew

affect the alrcrafl's
structural integrity or
flight contral systems

Y ALTITUDE

Imfo-a fock of Ramingos)
imvheed migravtory birds

often necessitate inspec
and repairs, leading to 1l

dalays or cancell
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comprehensive probdem sta-
temenl o Eelde  steategic
planning. Tofoster innovative
and technology-driven solu-
tinns, he propossd hasting n

hackathon inviting schentists,
museirchirs,  enlrepreneirs,
anid sartups to coptribate
The mesting alse mddressed
the growing presence al A

mingos in areas close to the
alrpart. Abrport sulbacitles
said the expanding famingo
popilation  compounds  the
risk boanvintion sefisty
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Airport urges

passengers
to plan ahead

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: The Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
(SVPI) airport on Thursday is-
sued a passenger advisory ahe-
ad of the rath vatra on Friday,
urging travellers to factor in ro-
ad closures and potential delays
across thecity

*Owingtotherath vatra pro-
cession on June 27, several city
roads will remain closed during
the day. Passengers transiting
through SVPI airport are requ-
ested to allow themselves extra
time to reach the airport, plan
onward travel in advance and
ensure sufficient time for man-
datory security protocols,” the
advisory states.

With key routes expected to
be shut for the anmual proces-
sion, passengers flving in or out
of Ahmedabad are advised tole-
ave well in advance, allowing
extra time for their journey to
the airport. Travellers are re-
minded to arrive early to ac-
commeodate mandatory securi-
ty checks and ensure a smooth
transit.
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[andfills and waste transfer site
are culprits for city bird strikes

RichaPimtod timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Th concern over
the alarming rise in aircraft
bird sirike Incidents was i
ken upat a high-level meeting
held on Wednesday at Mantrs
lava, where BMU officlals, ca-
hinet minister Ashish Shelar
aned Mumbad airport nuthori
ties convened. Datn presented
by Adani Adrport Holdings Lk
mited (AAHL) highlighted a
steady Increase (n such inck
dents, from 20 fn 2020 to 5 in
224, Tn just the first hall of
2025, 19 hird 21rikes have alres
ity been necorded

The data alsn detailed the
altitudes ot which these stri-
kes oeenrred in 2, illostra
ting the danger ot multiple
flight levels. from five hits at
0300 ft to 19 at HO1-1000 11
Even nbove 3,000, there were
asix incidents, The MNaures
show the threat 1oaircrafl, par-
ticularly during the critical
phases ol fakeol] and Bunding

Officials  identified key
Waste manigement sites - e
onar and Kanjurmarg land-
fills and the Versova waste
transfer cente - as major
contributors to the eI
These locations lie within the
airport’s fight funnel zone
and attract lerge flocks of
birds dun to the Improper
hamdling of food waste. D
ring the mesling. Shelar stnes.
sed the urgent need to mitiga-
te this risk. He directed BMC
officials to fast-track the long-
pending modernisation of the
Versova centre. The proposed
npgrade inclodes constroe-
ting a shesd to contain waste,
installing an odour contral sy-
sti=my b ] Tokrds ] deploy-
ing a mobile compaction unit
{0 reduce waste exposure.

Shelar also called for a

RISKS INCREASE

2009 HUDSON RIVER LANDING

Case In point. A US Alrways aircraft flew
into a flock of Canadian geese, |nsing
both engines and forcing pilots to carry
out an emergency water landing shortly
after takeoff from New York City's
LaGuardia Alrport

-

ZOMNE OF RISK
% Most bind strikes ocour
during takenff or tanding when
the sircraft is ot loweer
altitudes. In the same

ewironment that birds POSSIBILITIES
commanly fly Birds can also damage
> The risks increase during. | Windshiedds, wings, and
hird migrtion periods. Bath fuselages, which could
affect the aircraft's

the Hudson River [anding dnd
claser homa, the Emirates
aircraft incident i Mumbai in
May last year (the aircraft flew
inko a Nock of flamingos)

structural integrity or
flight contral systems

Wings
|7

= The operafional impacts
are substantial Bird strikes
often necessitate inspections
and repairs, leading ta Fight

Windshield

delays ar cancellations Fuselage
BIRD STRIKE INCIDENTS IN MUMBAI FLAMINGO POPULATION 5,
Atitude Humber Teurn 8 59 L
rangs ift) of strikes felei derpurts i .
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canprehensive problem state-
ment o gukde steategle plan-
ning. To fostér innovative and
technology-driven  solutions,
b prrospossed] hosting o hackai

hon invitingscientists, resear-
chers, entreprensurs, and
shartups to contribute The
meeting also addressed the
growwing presence of Daming:

05 inaress close to theairport.
Ajrport authorities said that
the expanding Namingo poga-
Intion compounds the risk to
v Lt bom safiety
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Air India arm sacks staft for partying days after crash

ﬂur Bureau
Muirribad

AISATS, the joint venture
ground handling arm of Air
India, has sacked four exec-
utives responsible for organ-
ising an office party days

after Boeing 787 crash in
Ahmedabad. The Air India’s
Boeing 787 crash on June 12
killed 270 persons, including
241 passengers and crew.
The video of the party that
was held in AISATS corpor-
ate office in Delhi drew ire
after it went viral on social

media and users eriticised
AISATS for insensitivity.
AISATS is a 50:50 joint
venture of Air India and
Singapore-based SATS. “We
stand in solidaricty with the
families affected by the tra
gic loss of AI-171 and deeply
regret the lapse in judgment

reflected in a recent internal
video. The behaviour does
not align with our values, and
firm disciplinary action has
been taken against those re-
sponsible as we reaffirm our
commitment to empathy,
professionalism and  ac-
countability, * AISATS said.
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India considers granting ‘observer’ status
to ICAO in AI-171 crash investigation

=]
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

India is considering granting
observer status to the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICACY) in the in-
vestigation into the crash of
Air India flight AI-171, highly
placed sources told
businessline.

On its part, [CAD has pro-
posed to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) to be gran-
ted an observer status in the
probe to maintain best global
practices.

“We are considering their
proposal™ sources  said,
adding that observer status
can only be granted if other
parties involved in the probe
do not have any objection.

ICAOQ GUIDELINES

“The crash investigation is

being conducted under

ICAC's guidelines.”
According to  sources,

1CAO has never before parti-

cipated in any air crash in-

gy i ¥ 1
BEST GLOBAL PRACTICES. The crash investigation is
being conducted under ICAD's guidelines s

vestigation held in India.
“The status, if granted, will
be unprecedented,” sources
gaid. “The probe is led by In-
dia's Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIR).
The US National Transport-
ation Safery Board (NTSE)
and representatives from the
UKr tor, among others,
s0 a part of the
1mesngntmn
The AAIR is the desig-
nated authority for such
investigations.
Besides, Boeing, GE, and

others are assisting in the
probe, sources said. Notably,
ICAD has previously sent in-
vestigators for major inter-
national incidents that oc-
curred mainly in conflict
zones, suchas MH17 in 2014,

DATA ANALYSIS
On Thursday, MoCA said
that investigation into the
tragic air crash has started to
analyse the data recovered
from the aircraft's black
boxes.

The analysis of the data,

MoCA said will help to re-
construct the sequence of
events leading to the acci-
dent and identify contribut-
ing factors to enhance avi-
arion safery and prevent
future occurrences.

In a status report on re-
covery and examination of
dara from black boxes,
MoCA said the analysis of
cockpit woice recorders
(CVR) and flight data record-
ers (FDR) data isunderway.

As per MoCA, following
the accident, the AAIB initi-
ated an investigation and
constituted a multidisciplin-
ary team on June 13, 2025, in
line with prescribed norms.

The team, constituted as
per international protocol is
led by DG AAIR GVG
Yugandhar, and includes an
aviation medicine specialist,
an ATC officer, and repres-
entatives from NTSE which
is government investigative
agency from the state of
manufacture and design,
(USA), as required for such
investigations.
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Black box data downloaded crash probe

Analysis of CVR and FDR

begins at Delhi lab

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he memorymodule from
the frontblack box of Air
India’s Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner, which crashed in
Ahmedabad on June 12, has
heen successfully accessed
and its data downloaded at a
state-of-the-art government
laboratory in New Delhi, the

Ministry of Civil Aviation said
on Thursday.

In a statement, the ministry
said that analysis of the Cock-
pit Voice Recorder (CVR) and
Flight Data Recorder (FDR) is
underway.

These efforts “aim to re-
construct” the sequence of
events leading to the accident
and identify the contributing
factors to enhance aviation

safety and prevent future oc-
CUITENCES,

The examination of the two
black boxes — CVR and FDR
— is underway at the labora-
tory of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
which initiated its probe into
the crash with a multi-disci-
plinary team.

The team, constituted as per
international protocol, is led
by the AAIB Director General
and includes an aviation med-
icine specialist, an ATC offi-
cer and representatives from
the National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB), which
is the government investiga-
tive agency from the country
of manufacture and design,

Wreckage shows the tail section of the Air India Boeing 787-8
near the airport in Ahmedabad on June 14. are

which is the United States in
this case, as required for such
investigations.

The black boxes were
brought from Ahmedabad to

Delhi by an Air Force aircraft
with full security on June 24.
The front black box arrived at
the AAIB Lab, Delhi at 2 PM
onJune 24 while the rear black

box was brought by a second
AAlBteamandreachedthelab
at 5.15 pm the same day.
“Onthe evening of June 24,
theteam led by DG, AAIB, with
technical members from the
AAIBand NTSBbeganthedata
extraction process. The Crash
Protection Module (CPM)
from the front black box was
safely retrieved, and on June
25, the memory module was
successfully accessed and its
data downloaded at the AAIB
Lab,” the statement said.

Sequence of events

“The analysis of CVR and
FDR data is underway. These
efforts aim to reconstruct the
sequence of events leading to

the accident and identify con-
tributing factors to enhance
aviation safety and prevent fu-
ture occurrences. All actions
have been taken in full compli-
ance with domestic laws and
international obligations in a
time-bound manner;” it said.

Boththe CVR and FDR were
recovered —one from the roof-
top of a building at the crash
site on June 13, and the other
from the debris on June 16.

Standard Operating Pro-
cedures were issued for their
secure handling, storage and
transportation, and the devic-
eswere keptunder 24x7 police
protection and CCTV surveil-
lancein Ahmedabad, the state-
ment added.
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Auditsonairsafety
mustnotstop

he recent crash of the Air India flight AI7Tin Ah-

medabad which killed 275 people has prompted a

study on the problems faced by the country's avia-
ton sector: A preliminary avdit, condueted by the DGCA
{Darectorate General of Civil Aviation) in the form of
surprise checks on airline companies, airports, and
maintenance facilities has brought tolight serious gaps.
These checks covered areas such as flight operations,
airworthiness, ramp safety, air traffic control, commu-
nication, navigation systems, and pre-flight medical
evaluations. It was found thar safety infrastructure was
outdated ar ineffective in many places, as evidenoced by
warn-out tyres and unsecured life vests. Lighting and
runway markings were poor cven at major airporis.
There were many cases of reported defects reappearing
later. Ground equipmentwere found to be unserviceable.
Any single issue of this kind could lead toa mishap if not
attended o in time. Studics have shown that most air
crashes happen during landing or take-off. This under-
lines the importance of ground operations and commu-
nications and especially the need for free space around
airports which should serve as safiety corridors ar buffer
zones, Mostofthe old airportsin In-
dia, including in Ahmedabad, are
located in thickly populated arcas. It
should be noted that the number of ThelGCA

casualties in the Ahmedabad crash checks expose
mereased because the aireraft came Um[r!ling
down on the buildings. lapses; review

This week, another Air India
flight, AL130 from London mMum- 0
bai, saw seven people. including  WESHTR1 (]
crow miembers, full il mid-aiz They
experienced navsea and dizziness, should be
allegedly due to food poisoning or  JEHITTTH
possiblecabindecompression. Such
mcidenes pont o air safety stand-
ards and create a sense of insecurity among passengers.
Some international flights were also cancelled in recent
days, creating uncertainty and disruption.

The problems found in the DGCA checks are systemic
and should be addressed effectively. As the regulator
of the aviation sector responsible for formulating and
enforcing safety measures, the DGCA did well to male
surprise audits after the Ahmedabad crash, However,
such audits and follow-up measures should be done reg-
ularly. Tt should also ensure that the problems identified
in the checks are resolved immediately, There must be
accountability for lapses in all areas. The DGCA should
function asan independent regulator, free of all forms of
pressure, including from the government. India's avia-
ton sector has made rapid progress m recent vears and
isset togrow further. Passenger safety should bethe most
impartant consideration for all the stakeholders - there
cannot be any compromise on that.
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Delay in revealing details about Air India crash is causing anxiety

wo weeks have passed since
the fatal crash of Air India
flight Al 171 in Ahmedabad on
June 12. The vital digital flight
data recorder (DFDR) and cockpit voice
recorder (CVR) have been recovered.
Initial reports mentioned they were
damaged and were being sent to the
U.S. for the National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) to decode.
Subsequently, authorities announced it
was being decoded in India.

With rumours and theories going
around, blaming the Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner aircraft, and various
YouTube experts dishing out various
interpretations, there is fear not only
among the passengers but also the
operating crew of Air India. The
continued procrastination in coming
out with information that could put to
rest the wild rumours and the silence by
the Directorate-General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), as well as the airline, compel
me to reassure the public that flying is
safe, and it is the system that is at fault.

The only visual clue we have is the
CCTV footage released by the airport
operator. Though it does not show the
first part of the take-off run, it does
provide vital clue about the second
part, and why “human error”, and not
the aircraft, is at fault. If the entire
take-off sequence was available in the
video, it would have put to rest the
rumour that the flight did not use the
full length of the runway but took off
from an intersection. It was clarified by
the flight tracker service provider that
the full length was used but a new
doubt has sprung up: if the aircraft used

is a former airline

instructor pilot and
aviation safety
adviser

The Tatas and
Boeing have to
come out with
some positive
information
soon to reassure
pilots, crew, and
public

the turning pad before the end of the
runway to expedite departure. It’s
hoped that in the interest of Air India
and Boeing, the DFDR findings would
be released immediately.

Going by the footage, one can see the
aircraft emerging from the right at the
four-second mark. In that frame, one
can see an aircraft taxiing on Taxiway B
to turn into the parallel taxi track. The B
intersection is approximately 600 feet
from runway 23-end. All the main
wheels and the nose wheel of Al 171 are
on the runway as it passes the B
intersection in the seventh second of
the video. This is a clear indication that
the aircraft has not reached the
minimum speed for lift-off. At the
eight-second mark, Al 171 is almost at
the end of the runway and has not
rotated for take-off. Take-off rotation is
close to five seconds, and at a speed of
174 knots (as mentioned in some of the
radar plots), the aircraft would cover
close to 1,500 feet in that period. That
would take it well into the overrun area,
which is not paved and which will have
compacted sand and gravel.

The first sign of rotation appears at
the 15-second mark and one can see a
cloud of dust rising. A couple of seconds
later, one can see the aircraft nose yaw
(swing) to the right, indicating
right-engine failure. One can see the
exhaust from the left engine for the next
three seconds, blowing dust and debris
away. The left engine also stops, and the
aircraft nose-high attitude clearly
indicates impending stall. The ingestion
of debris into the engine and possible
bird ingestion during the flight portion

on the overrun area, could have
resulted in both engines failing due to
foreign object damage. Birds, though
not visible in the low-resolution footage,
must be there as the runway and the
taxiway at the Ahmedabad airport are
surrounded by lush growth of grass and
weeds. That is visible in the video
footage.

Many questions

The questions that arise are: 1) Was a
wrong weight and temperature entered
in the Flight Management Computer? 2)
Did the pilots not use the full length of
the runway for take-off, considering the
high temperature? 3) Why did the pilots
not recognise a slower than normal
acceleration? Were they not observing
the Speed Trend Vector on the Primary
Flight Display Speed Tape? The trend
vector would have indicated the
estimated speed in 10 seconds, and at
100 knots, it should be showing more
than the V2 speed. If they recognised
that, why did they not reject the take-off
when they still had 3,000 feet of runway
left? The aircraft could have safely
stopped by the end of the runway. 4)
Even when they were approaching B
intersection and they recognised
insufficient speed, they had 600 feet of
runway, 60 metres of paved strip at the
end of the runway, and another 240
metres of firm ground as Runway End
Safety Area (RESA). This 1,600-feet-plus
clear space beyond the boundary wall
would have been sufficient for stopping
with maximum brakes and
max-reversers. The aircraft may have
been damaged but a safe stop could

have been achieved. The lack of
situational awareness and performance
knowledge is an area of concern. The
training appears to be deficient when it
comes to runway markings. Air India
has a history of not recognising the

runway markings and touchdown areas.

1) January 20, 1999: VT-EVA Air India
B-747-400 at Frankfurt. Probable cause:
“The ground contact about 1,000m in
front of the touchdown zone (coming
short) was the consequence of an
unstabilised final approach which was
not discontinued by initiating a
go-around procedure in a timely
manner. The contributing factors were:
1. The glideslope interception from
above; 2. A hydraulic malfunction
during the approach requiring to
perform the referring checklist; 3. The
rapid deterioration of the visibility; 4.
The continuation of the manual
approach although the flight crew was
not qualified for CAT II/III approaches;
and 5. Poor crew co-ordination and
missing crew resource management.”

2) May 22, 2010: Air India Express
812: High and fast approach and late
touch down resulted in overrun and
fatal crash

3) January 14, 2014: Air India B
787-800, registration VT-ANM,
performing flight Al-301 from Sydney,
NS to Melbourne, VI (Australia), was
descending towards Melbourne
International airport. The aircraft
aligned with Melbourne’s Essendon
Airport’s runway 35 (1,500
metres/4,930 feet length) and
descended towards that runway when
the air traffic controller intervened,

instructing the crew to turn left and
subsequently telling the crew their
runway was in their two o’'clock
position, they were still cleared for the
visual approach runway 34.

4) September 7, 2018: Air India 263
operating on
Delhi-Thiruvananthapuram-Male sector,
touched down on under construction
runway at Male.

5) August 7, 2020: Air India Express
1344 overshot the runway, resulting in 21
fatalities. The approach was high and
fast and there was a very late
touchdown.

6) December 5, 2024: An Air India
flight (A12592) from Mopa Airport to
Hyderabad was involved in a serious
incident where the pilots attempted to
take off from a taxiway instead of the
designated runway. The ATC instructed
the pilots to reject the take-off.

All these point to serious deficiencies
in training and safety standards. Fatigue
and stress, which is adding to human
errors, is another area that the airline
has to address. So many lives have been
lost and there is a fear induced by the
lack of human failure understanding.
There is no accountability and the Tatas
will need to take a very bold stand to
correct the drift. A captain returning
from take-off point or cabin crew
reporting sick due to fear are not
healthy trends for portraying a safe
airline culture. The Tatas and Boeing
have to come out with some positive
information as soon as possible to
reassure the pilots, crew, and public.
Procrastination will cost them a huge
price.
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Two weeks on, black box data
of Al flight are being analysed

Black boxes were brought from Ahmedabad to Delhi and data extraction from both sets has been

completed, says Ministry; probe team distinct from a first responder team yet to be appointed

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he two black boxes
T from Air India
flight 171, involved

in a tragic crash earlier this
month, were transported
from Ahmedabad to the
New Delhi headquarters of
the air accidents investigat-
ing agency, 12 days after
the first one was retrieved
and nine days after the re-
covery of the second.

Data extraction from
both black boxes has been
completed, and its analysis
is under way, the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

However, more than
two weeks since the crash,
the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) is
yet to constitute an investi-
gation team, distinct from
its “GO Team” or a first res-
ponder team, formed on
the day of the crash on
June 12 led by its Director-
General (DG), Group Cap-
tain G.V.G. Yugandhar.

“The black boxes were
brought from Ahmedabad
to Delhi by an IAF aircraft

with full security on June
24, 2025,” the press state-
ment said.

The data extraction pro-
cess started in the evening
of June 24 by a team led by
the D-G, AAIB with techni-
cal members from the
AAIB and the top air crash
probe agency of the U.S,,
National Transport Safety
Board (NTSB). After the ex-
traction comes analysis of
data.

“The analysis of CVR
[cockpit voice recorder]
and FDR [flight data recor-
der] data is under way,”

Deep dive: The Boeing 787-8 aircraft involved in the crash on June
12 has two black boxes. viJAY SONEI

the statement said.

The statement added
that the Crash Protection
Module (CPM) from the
front black box was safely
retrieved, and on June 25,
2025, the memory module
was successfully accessed
and its data downloaded at
the AAIB lab. Experts in-
ferred that this would
mean that the black box
data was not damaged in
the crash.

Following questions on
why the AAIB had not is-
sued a public order an-
nouncing the composition

of a probe panel and the
specialisation of each of
the members even as it
maintained that the probe
started on the day of the
crash, the Ministry state-
ment said a “multidisci-
plinary team” was consti-
tuted on June 13.

The team is led by the
D-G, AAIB, and includes an
aviation medicine special-
ist, an ATC officer, and re-
presentatives from the
NTSB. The same team was
earlier described as a GO
Team.

Former investigators as-
sociated with the AAIB said
a GO Team secures initial
evidence, but a separate
team is formed for investi-
gation to which all the evi-
dence are handed over.

“As the head of a statu-
tory body formed by an
Act of Parliament that is at-
tached to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, the D-G can’t
conduct the probe but can
order one. Infact, he is not
even supposed to know
what is unfolding in the
probe,” a former investiga-
tor said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.



== UIiticE v

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 28 JUNE 2025

PARL COMMITTEE
SUMMONS CIVIL
AVIATION SECY

NEW DELHI: The Parliament
committee on transport, tourism
and culture has summoned civil
aviation secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha to appear before it on July
8 to discuss issues regarding
safety concerns in the aviation
sector, officials aware of the
development said on Friday.

“The committee met on June
23 to discuss air congestion and
related issues. It was decided to
have a discussion regarding
safety concerns in Indian avia-
tion,” one of the officials said.

This comes after the Gatwick
bound Air India flight, formerly
Al 171, on June 12, crashed
moments after take- off from
Ahmedabad airport, killing 241
of the 242 people on board.
While the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
investigating the matter, aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) ordered
additional and mandatory
checks to be performed on all
B787 aircraft of Air India.

“The civil aviation secretary
has been summoned by the com-
mittee with an aim to have
detailed discussion on various
aspects of aviation safety,”
another official said.

HT reached out to the civil
aviation ministry (MoCA) but
did not get its response till the
time of going to print.

Meanwhile, Air India, which
has 33 B787 aircraft in its fleet,
has completed the mandatory
checks (as instructed by the
DGCA) on 28 of them. The airline
has also been conducting addi-
tional checks on their wide-body
aircraft and hence is operating
with 15% reduced capacity. H1C
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Global aviation body may
join probe into Al crash

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The International
Civil Aviation Organisation is
likely to join the investigation
into the Air India Flight 171
crash, officials aware of the mat-
ter said on Friday, adding that
India had requested the UN avia-
tion body to be an observer.

The ICAO made a written
request to the Indian govern-
ment on June 20 seeking
“observer status” for one of its
investigators in the probe being
led by India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
according to officials familiar
with the development.

“The ICAO offered to be a part
of the investigation due to its
critical nature and significant
publicinterest,” an official said.

India has approved the
request, with an ICAO official
expected to be designated as
observer within the next two
days, the official added.

The participation represents
an unusual step for the Montre-
al-based organisation. Accord-
ing to ICAO's website, the body
“does not normally participate in
aircraft accident investigations,
except when the state or states
with due authority under Annex
13 — Aircraft Accident and Inci-
dent Investigation request our
assistance directly.”

It was not clear if a request to
ICAO was made by authorities in
the UK -which lost 52 of its citi-
zens in the June 12 tragedy -— or
the US, where the plane-maker
Boeing is headquartered. Mem-
bers from both countries have
been part of analyses till now.

Former DGCA joint director
general JS Rawat underscored
the rarity of such involvement.
“Inmy career of more than three
decades, this is the first time that
the ICAO has requested the state

Wreckage of the Air India
aircraft which crashed in
Ahmedabad on June12.

(India) to be a part of the investi-
gation,” he said.

HT has seen the email sent by
India’s ICAO representative Ang-
shumali Rastogi to civil aviation
secretary Samir Kumar Sinha, in
which the UN body stated that
“the presence of an observer will
greatly enhance the efficiency
and effectiveness of the ongoing
investigation.”

Aviation safety expert Mohan
Ranganathan clarified the
observer's limited role: “The
investigation is solely conducted
by the AAIB. The UK civil avia-
tion authority, the engine and
aircraft manufacturer along
with US National Transportation
Safety Board and ICAO do not
play a main role apart from
assistance.”

The AAIBis currently investi-
gating the crash of Air India
Flight 171 which went down
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing at
least 271 people. The probe
involves other international
stakeholders, including Boeing
as the aircraft manufacturer,
Rolls-Royce for the engines, and
aviation authorities from coun-
tries where the aircraft was cer-
tified.

The civil aviation ministry
and ICAO did not respond to
queries seeking comment.

PARL COMMITTEE
SUMMONS CIVIL
AVIATION SECY

NEW DELHI: The Parliament
comimittee on transport, tourism
and culture has summoned civil
aviation secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha toappear before it on July
8 to discuss issues regarding
safety concerns in the aviation
sector, officials aware of the
development said on Friday.

“The committee met on June
23 to discuss air congestion and
related issues. It was decided to
have a discussion regarding
safety concerns in Indian avia-
tion,” one of the officials said.

This comes after the Gatwick
bound Air India flight, formerly
Al 171, on June 12, crashed
moments after take- off from
Ahmedabad airport, killing 241
of the 242 people on board.
While the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
investigating the matter, aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) ordered
additional and mandatory
checks to be performed on all
B787 aircraft of Air India.

“The civil aviation secretary
has been summoned by the com-
mittee with an aim to have
detailed discussion on various
aspects of aviation safety,”
another official said.

HT reached out to the civil
aviation ministry (MoCA) but
did not get its response till the
time of going to print.

Meanwhile, Air India, which
has 33 B787 aircraft in its fleet,
has completed the mandatory
checks (as instructed by the
DGCA) on 28 of them. The airline
has also been conducting addi-
tional checks on their wide-body
aircraft and hence is operating
with 15% reduced capacity. HTc
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KANISHKA BOMBING, 1985

Irish Naval Service personnel retrieve the bodies Air India Flight 182 passengers from the
Atlantic Ocean. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Air India Kanishka
crashes in Atlantic,
329 on board killed

HT’s initial report put forth the scale of disaster.
Probe later revealed that the plane was bombed

HT Correspondent

LONDON: An Air Indiajumbojet, "Kanishka” (Flight AI182) carrying 329
passengers crashed into the Atlantic Ocean, some 90 miles south-west
of Ireland at about 8.30am on Sunday with no survivors likely. There
were 307 passengers and 22 crew members

Thesearch and rescue operations were hampered by the worsening
weather conditions.

The flight, coming from Montreal, would have landed at Heathrow air-
port in another 40 minutes. It was later scheduled to reach Delhi and
Bombay. Air India regional director Francis Da Gama told reporters at
Heathrow airport that there was no indication of survivors and ships in
the area have picked up three bodies.

A Royal Air Force (RAF) Nimrod rescue plane and two RAF helicop-
ters have been searching for survivors since the morning. Some life-rafts
have been sighted, but they are not inflated.

Theflight, piloted by 57-year-old Capt HS Narendra and Capt Binder
had been in routine contact with Ireland's Shannon airport. Then it sud-
denly disappeared from the airport radar which was monitoring the
flight. It seems to have dropped from a height of 31,000 ft, like a stone into
the sea. The possibility of sabotage is notentirely ruled out. “We will have
to wait for the results of the inquiry before we know the cause of the
crash,” said Da Gama

There was, it appears, no time even for SOS signals. The
redundancy of the aircraft’s system makes it highly unlikely
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ _ thatthe plane would go down so suddenly because of tech-
3’/’\“‘\"% nical trouble, Shannon airport traffic controller Tim Keane
@1@0 said. Therefore the possibility of an explosion and sabotage
TS cannot beruled out. Its wreckage, according to ships nearby

I and the rescue planes, is spread over four miles.

#LEG ACY Shannon flight controllers in the last radio contact said

the pilot routinely sought clearance to head for London
OF 'I'RUTH Heathrow for a planned stopover. “There was no sign of
anything not going right,” a Shannon spokesman said.
: Even if that had been the case the pilot would have had
time to send an SOS before crashing. The mounting evi-
dence that the “plane dropped like a stone from the sky” could also indi-
cate an explosion, he said.

Areturning member of a search and rescue mission used that expres-
sion earlier while talking to reporters, but said an explosion was “only one
of many possibilities which will have to be investigated.”

Reports which have not yet been officially confirmed claimed the site
of the wreckage was exactly where radar contact with the plane was lost.

“We have got people working at the wreckage to determine the cause,”
said Mr Maman Purewal, an Air India spokeswoman in London. “We
haveno survivors so far.”

The Irish Navy and rescue-vessel services sent ships to the scene of the
crash, 195 km south-west of the Irish coast. The US air force sent two H-53
“Jolly Green Giant” helicopters and a C-130 Hercules {rom bases in Brit-
ain. A second American Hercules, based in Iceland, was en route to the
scene. An Air India spokesman told a hastily called press conference at
Heathrow airport that the airline had been on high alert over a long
period before the crash because of threats.

Captain Peter Harris of the British Coastguard told the British Broad-
casting Corporation in an interview that it was unimaginable thatall four
ofthe plane’s jet engines had suddenly failed.

“The sea resembles the sightof a battlefield” one of the people engaged
in the operation to locate any survivors said, adding there were many
bodies but survivors in sight. The captain of an Irish navy patrol boat
reported being surrounded by bodies and wreckage today at the spot of

. thecrash.

Commander Jim Robinson,
skipper of the 1,000-tonne vessel
Alisling, said six ships and several
: 3 helicopters were plucking bodies
ALL 32 - eated  OUtofthesea “There'snosign of

anysurvivors atall”, he said over
aship-to-shore telephone.

He said 68 bodies had so far
been picked up in the search
operation, 29 of them by his
boat-which is normally used for
protecting Irish fishing grounds.
“We can see more bodies scat-

tered about, but there’s not as

much wreckagearound now. [
think most of it has sunk”, he
said.

Many of the people whose
bodies were recovered were
wearing slippers provided to
first class passengers on long
distance flights. The fact that
the bodies did not carry any

major injuries, leads experts

to believe that an explosion in

the front portion of the plane was
unlikely.

s

bombing on front page of June 24,1985 edition.
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ONGOING INVESTIGATIONINTO JUNE12CRASH OF A'SBOEING 787-8 INAHMEDABAD

UNbody’s request to have its ohserver
inAlT71 h probe accepted: sources

. _”:«";

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

INDIA'S AVIATION authoriies are
learnt to have accorded the ob-
server status to anexpert from the
International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO}in the ongo-
ing investigation into theJune 12
arash of Air India's Boeing 7878
aircraftinAhmedabad.

The United Nations' aviation
body had requested the govern-
ment to allow itto appointan “ex-
pertobserver” in the probe thatis
being led by India's Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
{AAIB). Earlier, a few reports sug-
gested that the government had
rejected ICAQ's offer, but sources
indicated that the proposal —al-
though unusual — was duly con-
sidered and it was decided to al-
low ICAQ's request. Earlier on
Riday, senior govemment officials
had said that any decision on the
matter would betaken keepingin
view the procedures and protocols
ollowed forairacadent investiga-
tions and the needs of this specific
probe. ICAO usually joins aircraft
accident investigations in very
spedfic dreumstances, likewhen
the accident occurs in a conflict
2oneorthe planeis brought down
by military action, orif the inves-

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Wreckage of the AirIndia pl,ane that {:rashed on ju ne12in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

Express file

tigating agency in charge of the
probe seeks the UN body's assis-
tance, Officals said ICAD's request
to join the Ahmedabad crash
probe was unusual as neither of
these conditions were there,

In its request to the govern-
ment, ICAD is leamt to have sug-
gested that its presence in the
probe would help ensure that in-
ternationalstandards, procedures
and best practices are followed,
whichwould inturnreinforce the
credibility and integrity of the
probe process. The request from
ICAO came from agency's
Secretary General Juan Carlos
Salazar, and was communicated
to the Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) through India's represen-
tative in the ICAQ Council, The
ndian Express has learnt.

All but one of the 242 people
on board the London-bound flight
{Al 171) died in the accident,
whichalso led tocasualties on the

ground. Besides Indians, there
were 53 British, one Canadianand
seven Portuguese nationals.

Another government official
said the AAIB-led probe was al-
readybeingassisted by represen-
tatives from the US National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB), plane maker Boeing, and
engine manufacturer GE, and
therewas no question of intema-
tional standards and protocol s not
being followed. The officalsaidthe
government has no problem in
onboarding any otheroverseas or-
ganisationorexpert, if suchaneed
isactually there, Instances of ICAD
joining aircrash probes indude the
downing ofMalaysiaAirlinesflight
MH17 in 2014 and Ukrainian
Intemational Airlines flight PS-572
in 2020, both of which were acci-
dental shoot-downs around con-
flict zones. Inboth these cases, the
investigatingagencieshad sought
ICAD's assistance,

Sat, 28 June 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77644151

w Aviation safety: House

panel to meet on July 8

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 27

THE PARLUAMENTARY Standing
Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture willmeeton
July 8 to discuss overall civil avi-
ation safety in the country, with
Civil Aviation Secretary Samir
Kumar Sinha scheduled to brief
the panel, according to sourcesin
the know.

The meeting comes close on
the heels of the deadly crash of
anAir India Boeing 787-8 aircraft
in Ahmedabad on June 12, and a
series of helicopter accidents in
Uttarakhand over the past cou-
pleofmonths. Butthe meetingis
not specific to these accidents,
and willbefocused on an overall
review of safety-related aspects
of India's civil aviation ecosyster,
The Indian Express has learnt.

The parliamentary panel—
headed by Rajya Sabha MP and
JD[UYsWorking President Sanjay
Jha—could ask other aviation sec-
torstakeholders like safety regu-
lator Directorate General of Gvil
Awviation (DGCA), Airports

Authority of India (AAI), airlines,
and private airport operators to
attend the meeting, itis learnt A
decisionon who all should bein-
vited for the meeting is likely to
be taken in due course.

“The committee's meeting is
not about the Air India crash or
the helicopter crashes. Itis not an
investigating agency. Aviation
safety is a subject that the com-
mittee has taken up regulady in
the past as well and the focus of
the forthcoming meeting will be
on the overall safety scenario in
the aviationsector,” said asource.

AnAir India Boeing 787-8 air-
craft operating flight Al171 from
Ahmedabad o London Gatwick
crashed momentsafter take-off.
All but one of the 242 people on
board the ill-fated aircraft per-
ished in the crash. There werea
number of casualties on the
ground as well. This was the
worst aviation disaster for an
Indian airline in at least four
decades, and the first fatal acci-
dentinvolving the Boeing 787 se-
riesofaircraft.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Al flight returns to Kolkata after passenger falls ill midair

KOLKATA: An Air India flight
operating on the Vancouver-Kolkata-
Delhi sector on Thursday returned
to Kolkata shortly after take-off due
to a medical emergency on board, an
official said.

The flight AT 186 from Vancou-
ver, with 162 passengers and crew on
board, had landed in Kolkata for its

scheduled "technical halt” and took
off for Delhi later.
Due to the ongoing geopolitical

events, including the closure of Paki-

stani airspace, have led Al to reroute
some of its international flights and
take a “technical halt” in Kolkata.
After being airborne for more
than 25 minutes, the aircraft had to

come back and made a precautionary
l:mdm as a passenger became ill, an
ia official sai

[[ was diverted back to the NSCBI
Airport here at 6.20 pm and it landed
here after 7 pm, an Airports Author-
ity of India (AAT) official said.

According to the Air India
spokesperson, the passenger was not

feeling well and therefore the air-
craft came back so that the passenger
could be provided with medical help.
The pilots of the aircraft sought
doctors and an ambulance on arrival.
After deplaning the sick passen-
ger, the aircraft again departed from
Kolkata at 8.30 pm to go to Delhi, the
Air India spokesperson said.  AGENCIES
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Aviation Lapses

he findings of the Directorate General of Civil Avi-

ation (DGCA) following its special audit of aircraft

maintenance practices at the country’s two busi-
est airports -~ Delhi and Mumbai - serve as a timely and
troubling reminder of the cracks widening beneath the
surface of the nation's booming aviation sector. In the
wake of this month's Air India tragedy that claimed 271
lives, the DGCA has unearthed what can only be desc-
ribed as systemic neglect. Defects on aircraft were not
just present - they were seen to reappear multiple times,
pointing to incomplete repairs and a casual approach
to airworthiness. The regulator stopped short of naming
the airlines or detailing the specific faults, but the impli-
cation is unmistakable: India’s busiest air hubs are not
doing enough to ensure that planes are safe when they
leave the tarmac. That maintenance engineers skipped
prescribed safety precautions and left work orders un-
fulfilled makes this audit outcome all the more alarm-
ing. Aircraft maintenance is not a field where corners
can be cut or shortcuts taken. Each unchecked defect
carries risk, and when these accumulate - as appears
to have happened here - they can endanger not just
equipment but human lives. Equally unsettling is the
discovery that in one case, airport authorities failed to
conduct required surveys despite fresh construction
near the airport. That lapse has chilling resonance in
the shadow of the Air India crash, which saw a plane
slam into a structure on the airport perimeter. Whether
negligence, oversight, or complacency is to blame, such
disregard for situational hazards amounts to an open
invitation to disaster. This is not merely a technical mat-
ter for airlines or the DGCA to resolve behind closed
doors. The rapid growth of India’s air travel market,
now the world's third-largest, has outpaced the safety
culture that must underpin such expansion. While fleets
expand and passenger loads surge, what seems to be
lagging is the discipline, rigour, and accountability req-
uired to maintain high safety standards. The regulator’s
seven-day deadline to operators for corrective measures
is a necessary first step, but deeper institutional change
is overdue. The maintenance ecosystem - from airline
management to contracted repair units - needs urgent
reform, including stronger internal audits, transparent
reporting systems, and greater protection for whistle-
blowers willing to flag unsafe practices. Without these,
the sector risks slipping into a dangerous pattern where
cosmetic fixes substitute for genuine solutions. Public
confidence in Indian aviation is already fragile after the
recent disaster. If passengers cannot trust that every
aircraft they board is free of known defects, the conse-
quences will reach far beyond regulatory warnings -
they will touch the very viability of the industry itself
India's aviation sector stands at a crossroads. It can eith-
er learn hard lessons now, embedding safety into its
foundations - or wait for another tragedy to drive home
the cost of ignoring them. And we have not even dis-
cussed liability under torts and criminal law.

Ehrmm Fri, 27 June 2025 g

https://epaper.thestatesman. com
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Aviation Lapses

he findings of the Directorate General of Civil Avi-

ation (DGCA) following its special audit of aircraft

maintenance practices at the country’s two busi-
est airports - Delhi and Mumbai ~ serve as a timely and
troubling reminder of the cracks widening beneath the
surface of the nation's booming aviation sector. In the
wake of this month’s Air India tragedy that claimed 271
lives, the DGCA has unearthed what can only be desc-
ribed as systemic neglect. Defects on aircraft were not
just present - they were seen to reappear multiple times,
pointing to incomplete repairs and a casual approach
to airworthiness, The regulator stopped short of naming
the airlines or detailing the specific faults, but the impli-
cation is unmistakable: India’s busiest air hubs are not
doing enough to ensure that planes are safe when they
leave the tarmac. That maintenance engineers skipped
prescribed safety precautions and left work orders un-
fulfilled makes this audit outcome all the more alarm-
ing. Aircraft maintenance is not a field where corners
can be cut or shortcuts taken. Each unchecked defect
carries risk, and when these accumulate - as appears
to have happened here - they can endanger not just
equipment but human lives. Equally unsettling is the
discovery that in one case, airport authorities failed to
conduct required surveys despite fresh construction
near the airport. That lapse has chilling resonance in
the shadow of the Air India crash, which saw a plane
slam into a structure on the airport perimeter. Whether
negligence, oversight, or complacency is to blame, such
disregard for situational hazards amounts to an open
invitation to disaster. This is not merely a technical mat-
ter for airfines or the DGCA to resolve behind closed
doors. The rapid growth of India's air travel market,
now the world's third-largest, has outpaced the safety
culture that must underpin such expansion. While fleets
expand and passenger loads surge, what seems to be
lagging is the discipline, rigour, and accountability req-
uired to maintain high safety standards. The regulator’s
seven-day deadline to operators for corrective measures
is a necessary first step, but deeper institutional change
is overdue. The maintenance ecosystem ~ from airline
management to contracted repair units ~ needs urgent
reform, including stronger internal audits, transparent
reporting systems, and greater protection for whistle-
blowers willing to flag unsafe practices. Without these,
the sector risks slipping into a dangerous pattern where
cosmetic fixes substitute for genuine solutions. Public
confidence in Indian aviation is already fragile after the
recent disaster. If passengers cannot trust that every
aircraft they board is free of known defects, the conse-
quences will reach far beyond regulatory warnings -
they will touch the very viability of the industry itself.
India’s aviation sector stands at a crossroads. It can eith-
er learn hard lessons now, embedding safety into its
foundations - or wait for another tragedy to drive home
the cost of ignoring them. And we have not even dis-
cussed lability under torts and criminal law.
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Flyer's death
forces Del-bound
Al flight to
land in Kolkata

Kolkata: A 54-year-old pas.
senger on a Vancouver-Delhi
Ajr India flight, which had
landed at Eolkata airport for
refuelling, died after she fell
sick mid-air, reports Ta-
maghna Banerjee.

The medical emergency
prompted the pilot of AI-186 to
make an emergency landing at
Kolkata airport Thursday eve-
ning, moments after it had tak-
en off The passenger, Rajbir
Kaur Bhinder, was rushed to
the nearest hospital where she
wasdeclared dead onarrival by
anattending doctor;

Bhinder was a resident of
Faridkot in Punjab. “She was
brought to the hospital in an
unconscious state. Family
members said she had a his-
tory of unconsciousness in
flight. We checked her imme-
diately but found her dead,”
said a senior hospital offi-
cial. Officials then called Ba-
guiati police and sent the
body for a postmortem.

Cops said apreliminary in-
vestigation suggested she suf-
fered a cardiac arrest but ade-
tailed post-mortem  report
was awaited to confirm the
reason behind her death.
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Tatas suspend 4 after AI SATS
party video sparks outrage

Reeba Zachariah &
Saurabh Sinha | Ten

Mumbai/New Delhi; Fol-
lowing public hacklash over
a video showing Air India
SATS executives partying in
their Gurugram office short-
Iy after the June 12 Air India
fight 171 crash, Tata Group
has taken disciplinary ac-
tion against several people,
Fourseniorofficials were
suspended from Aflr India
SATS, while multiple others
were issusd a warning, the
company said on Friday
The wvideo, which gar-
nered over 3.8 million views
on X, captured several exec-
utives dancing with loud
music playing during a cele-
bration at Air India SATS's
Gurugram premises on
June 20, Thecelebration was
widely criticised as inappro-
priate and inconsiderate,
particularly as affected fam-
ilies were still mourning.
The Al-171 crash on June
12resulted infatalitiesof all
crew members and passen-
gers except one, along with
casualties on the ground.
“Alr India SATS deseply
regrets the lapse in judgment

Mumbai airport guard dragged for 12m
by cabbie after spat over illegal parking

security guard at Mumbai airport's Terminal 1 was dragged

for nearly 12 metres after being knocked down and trapped
under the bannet of a cab whose driver tried to flee during an
argument over illegal parking this week, reports V Narayan.

The driver was caught after ramming into a stationary SUV
and handed over to police. An FIR was registered against him
and he was released after being served a notice as per
procedure, The guard sustained injuries to his back and hands.

Airport police said guards Afroz Siddiqui (39) and Santosh
Yadav (39) were managing traffic at the U-turn near the
airport’s arrival gate on Wednesday afternoon. A driver witha
cab aggregator, Mohammed Shadab Khalil (35}, had parked
his carat the bend, obstructing traffic. Siddigui asked him to
move, but Khalil allegedly hurled abuses and refused.

Siddigui then called Yadav for assistance. On seeing this,
Khalil allegedly stepped onthe accelerator and tried to escape.
“sSiddiqui was standing ahead on the road when the cab driver
knocked him down,” said Yadav in his police complaint.
Siddiqui got trapped between the bonnet and the two front
wheels. “Despite knowing this, the driver kept accelerating
and dragged him before throwing him to the side of the road,”
the complaint stated. Khalil was eventually caught after
crashing into the SUV. A police officer said the SUV driver
nabbed Khalil and handed him over to the guards. Siddigui was
rushed to W N Desai Hospital. Khalil has been booked under
charges of rash driving and endangering life under the MV Act.

viour does not align with our
values, and firm disciplin-
ary action has been taken
against those responsible,”
the spokesperson added.

reflected in a recent internal
video," said a spokesperson
of the company, which pro-
vides ground handling ser-
vices at alrports. “The beha-
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