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Airport: Three workers
injured as lift malfunctions

KOLKATA: Three mainte-
nance workers suffered criti-
cal injuries reportedly after a
lift malfunction at Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) Airport in Kolkata
on Tuesday afternoon, trigger-
ing concerns over safety stan-
dards at one of the country’s
busiest airports.

According to airport
sources, the incident took place
around 1 pm at the domestic
terminal when Lift No. 34,
which had reportedly been
under maintenance for several
days, suddenly collapsed during
repair work. The workers were
inside or near the lift shaft when
the mishap occurred.

Emergency teams rescued
the injured men before shift-
ing them to a private hospital
nearby. Doctors said all three
were admitted in critical condi-
tion with multiple fractures and
serious head and chest injuries.

Hospital sources said two of

the injured workers are aged 51,
while the third is 27. One of the
older workers suffered severe
chest and pelvic trauma along
with multiple rib fractures.

The second sustained major
head injuries and fractures to
the skull and ankle, requiring
treatment under the neurosur-
gery department.

The vyoungest worker
reportedly suffered head inju-
ries and fractures in both legs.

The accident caused panic
inside the domestic departure
area, where passengers use
lifts and escalators to access
the upper level connected to
aerobridges. Airport authori-
ties later launched an inquiry
to determine whether the col-
lapse was caused by a technical
failure or lapses in mainte-
nance procedures. The inci-
dent has raised fresh questions
over infrastructure safety and
maintenance monitoring at the
Kolkata airport. MPOST
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Emergency evacuation conducted
on IndiGo flight at Bengaluru airport

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

A major mishap was
averted at Kempegowda
International Airport
Bengaluru after passengers
onboard an IndiGo flight
were evacuated following
reports of smoke inside the
aircraft during taxiing
on Tuesday.

According to the airline,
IndiGo flight 6E 6017 was
scheduled to operate from
Bengaluru to Chennaion 26
May 2026. The aircraft was
taxiing toward the runway
for departure when smoke
was noticed inside the plane.
Acting swiftly in the interest
of passenger safety, the crew
initiated an emergency evac-
uation procedure and
informed all relevant airport
and safety authorities.

The airline confirmed

that all passengers and
crew members were evac-
uated safely and no injuries
were reported during
the incident.

Travelers were escorted
back to the terminal, where
IndiGo staff provided assis-

tance and ensured their

well-being. In an official
statement, the airline said,
“On 26 May 2026, while
IndiGo flight 6E 6017 from
Bengaluru to Chennai was
taxing out to runway for
departure, smoke was

noticed in the aircraft. In the
interest of safety, an imme-
diate evacuation was carried
out and all the relevant
authorities were informed.”

The airline further stated
that an alternate aircraft
had been arranged to
operate the flight and that
refreshments were being
served to passengers to ease
the delay caused by the inci-
dent. Airport authorities and
technical teams are expect-
ed to inspect the aircraft to
determine the source of
the smoke.

While the exact cause has
not yet been disclosed, the
timely response by the crew
helped prevent any injuries
or escalation of the situation.
IndiGo reiterated that the
safety and security of its
passengers and crew remain
its highest priority.
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Liftcollapseatairport
leaves three workers
criticallyinjured

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 26 May

A major accident at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International Alrport on
Tuesday afternoon left three
maintenance workers
critically Injured after a lift
In the domestic departure
terminal reportedly snapped
and crashed during repair
winrk, raising serious concerms
over safety mechanisms at
the airport.

Alrport sources said the
incident took place around
1 pur. Involving Lift No. 34,
which had been out of service
for the past several days
owing to malntenance work.
Preliminary information
supgests that the lift collkipsed
sildenty while workers were
carrying out repairs inside
the shatt.

The injured workers were
Immediately rescued and
rushed to a nearby private
hospital in critical condition.
Hospital sources said oneof
the injured, aged 51, suffered
severe injuries 1o the chest
and pelvis,along with multiple
by fractures. Another Svenrold
worker sustalned serious
head injurkes and trauma to
his lefit andde. Doctors reportedly
found multiple skull fracures
and admitted him under the
neurosurgery department.

The third injured worker,
aged 27, sustained head
Injures and multiple fractues
Inhoth legss. Hiospital authorities
described the condition of
all three as extremely crithcal

The accident triggered
panic and commotion across
the alrport premises, particularly
in the domestic departure
section where passengers

THREE MAINTENANCE
WORNKERS WERE CRITICALLY
INJURED AFTER A LIFT
COLLAPSED AT KOLKATA
AIRPORT ONTUESDAY
AFTERNOON. THE INJURED
WORNKERS SUFFERED SEVERE
HEAD, CHEST, PELVISAND
LEG INJURIES AND WERE
ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL
AIRPORTAUTHORITIES HAVE
STARTED AN INQUIRY INTO
POSSIBLE MECHANICAL
FAILURE OR MAINTENANCE
LAPSES.

use lifts and escalators to
avess the upper level comnectend
toaembridges. Atthe Kolkata
alrport, passengers boarding,
flights from the domestic
terminal can either reach
alrcrafi throwgh shuttle buses
or aerobridges. Travellers
using aerobridges ane required
to move to the upper floor
through lifts or escalators.
Lift No. 34 formed part of
that Infrastructure. Following
thee inchient. almort authoeties
Initiated anincuiry iodaemine
the exact cause of the accident.

Irvestigators areexamining
whether the mishap occurmed
due to a mechanical fallure
or lapses in maintenance
protocols. The incident has
also sparked fresh concerns
over passenger and worker
safety at oneof castern Indias
busiest alrports. Questions
are belng mised over how a
lift under maintenance could
suffer such a catastrophic
collapse despite existing
safety procedures. Alrport
officials, however, are vet to
Issue aditatled public statement
on the dreumstances leading
to the accident.
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All suffer multiple

fractures; hospitalised

3 injured in
airport lift
collapse

OLRSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calecutta: Three men
were critically infured when
a LMt under maintenance col-
lapsed at the departure level
of Calcutta alrport's termi-
nal on Tuesday, All three
were maintenance stafl en-
gaged in repalr work, officials
sald.

Poltce sources sald Amit
Das, 27, Pravat Shankar
Mehira, 51, and Sk Moldul Re-
hman, 51, were employess of a
privime agency hirad for main-
fenance work

The Injured were taken
to Charnock Hospital, where
thay were adimited.

One of the 51-vear-old pa-
tlents sufferad haad Injuries
and a laft ankle fracture. “The
patient has multple fractures
In the skull ani ankle,™ & hos-
pltal official sald, without
naming him.

The sepond Injured, aged
27, suffored a head infury and
multiple fractmes in both legs.
The third, also 51, suffered
blunt trauma to the chest and
pelvic reglon. * He has mmultl-
ple rib fracinres,” the offictal
sald.

The accldent occurred
around Ipm, atrport sources
safd. Lift mumber 34, bocated
in the boarding area ai the
departure level, had been
non-operational for passen-
gers for several days due to

technical issuss.

The three wWorkers were en-
gaged at different poinis inside
the Hit shaft when the cable
allegedly snapped and the Iift
fiell into the pit, the alrport of-
ficial said.

“The it was under main-
tenance when the accldent
occurred, It was closed to
passengers. An investigation
has been ordered,” the officlil
sl
The official added that a
Toud thud was heard hefore
staff rushed to the spot, The
area has been cordoned off.

Passengers depariing from
the clty aceess the boarding
area after check-n and secu-
rity clearance They hoard
flights via aerobridges or by
coaches to alreraft parked In
remote hiays.

“The NIfts are used by pas-
S8TIZETS 10 MOVe to the grolnd
level, from where they board
coaches,” an alrport official
SNl

A case has been registored
at the NSCHI airport police
statlon.

In March, a 40-year-old
man died after getting rapped
in a Iift at the trauma care
centre of RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital in north
Calcutia,

The Dum Dum resident
had entered the nmnanned Lt
along with his wife and four-
year-old son around Sam when
it malfunctioned.

=1

The Calewtta adrport
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IndiGo, Air India cut flights

in June, July on costly fuel

Mumbal, May 27: IndiGo
and Alr India, India’s two
largest airlines, have
sharply cut their planned
domestic flights for June
and July, sources familiar
with the matter said, as
the Industry grapples
with a rise in jet fuel costs
in the wake of the [ran
war.

IndiGo has eut around 7-
10 per cent of jts planned
domestic flights for the

riod, while Alr India
as cut 22 per cent, the
sources said, marking a
significant pullback by
the two carriers that
together control around 80
per cent of India’s domes-
tic alr passenger market.

The cuts could tighten
seat availability on some
domestic routes and keep
fares elevated during the
busy summer travel peri-
od, even as alrlines try to
avold flying loss-making
Services,

The Iran war<driven
surge in jet fuel prices has
blindsided the aviation
industry Fuel can account
for up to 40% of airlines’
operating expenses, fore-
ing them to raise fares and
cut unprofitable Mlights.

Adr India said in a state-

ment that it had “tem-
porarily rationalised
operations on certain

HIGHER
EXPENSES

® IndiGo cut around
7%-10% of domestic
flights for the period,
while Air India cut 22%.

o Cuts could tighten seat
availability, keep fares
elevated.

® Iran war-driven surge in
jet fuel prices blindsided
aviation industry.

@ Fuel can account for up to
40% of airlines' operating
expenses.

® Passengers will be offered

= aces on alternative flights,
- te changes or full refunds.

domestic routes™ between
June and August.

"These adjustinents are
driven by the sustained
impact of high fuel prices
on overall operations. Alr
India will continue to
monitor demand and oper-
ating conditions closely,
with a view to restoring
frequencies as conditions
stabilise,” a spokesperson
for the airline added.

Passengers affected by
the changes would be
offered places on alterna-
tive flights, complimenta-
ry date changes or full
refunds, the spokesperson
added.

IndiGo did not immedi-
ately respond to an
emalled request for com-
ment. The airline operates

over 2,200 daily flights,
including international.
Alr India's cuts follow
reductions to its interna-
tional routes, which have
created room for foreign
airlines to add more
flights to and from India.
IndiGo had cut some long-
haul flights prior to the
war, citing operational
constraints and airport

congestion,
The cuts also underscore
the wvulnerability of

India’s fast-growing avia-
tion market to external
shocks, even as carriers
are set to receive new jots
in the coming years.

Alr India recently logged
a record annual loss of
maore than 52 billion.

— Reuters
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Regional carriers tighten non-fuel
spend, cut flights as oil prices bite

VIABILITY DRIVE. Shift reflects industry’s effort to navigate fiscal pressures while aiming for sustainability

—
Aneesh Phadnis

Ak

Regional carriers are curtail
ing flights by 3-8 per centand
rationalising their non-fuel
expenses as high crude ol
prices and weak rupee hurt
their earnings.

While the airlines have cut
onlya handful of Aights, they
are closely monitoring the
cost and demand situation.

Star Air Chief Executive
Officer Simran Singh Tiwana
said severn]l cost oprimisa-
tion measures have been im-
plemented across the organ-
isation, Crew and
maintenance planning has
been optimised and vendor
coniracts are being renegoti-
ated. Star Air is also focusing
on tmproving ancillary rev-
enue, he said.

Alliance Air is reducing
non-essential costs such as
those relared to support ser-
vices and office transport.
The airtine has also secured
betier rates from hotels for

LEAN OPERATING MODEL. FLY91's Manaj Chacko sald the

e

airline remains fermly in growth maade with its ATR aircraft fleet

giving it better fuwsl efhciency

crew ncoommaodarion. While
these would hove a minimal
Impact, the akrline is doing
whatever possible to reduce
its operating cost, o source
amid.

Alliance Alr, which re-
cently secured T460 crore
financtal support from the

ernment, ho o use
E& proceeds to T’pﬂ dues
and restore Eﬂ:ll.ll'ln.l:'d alr-
craft

Wi'ljlt the increased fuel
prices has widened the cost
and revenue mismatch for

Alliance Air (it operates only
10 of its 21 aircraft), the
management &% hopeful of
reducing losses going for-
ward.

“Our costs will star com-
ing down once we bring
more aircraft into opera-
taon,” the source added.

FEWER JUNE FLIGHTS

In the .|ilmlil.|‘}'-?ﬂ'|;trr.'|l
quarter, four regional air-
lines (Alliamce Mir, FLY91,
Indlatine Air and Star Air),
collectively flew 5.5 lakh pas-

sengers. The airlines operate
a mix of UDAN (Uile Deshika
A Nogrik and non-UDAN
routes and together they
havea share of 1.3 per cent of
domesric raffic.

The airlines hove sched-
uled fewer flights in June
compared to May, data from
avigtion analytics firm
Ciriwm show,

While IndiaOne has cut
fikghts by around 3 per cent,
Alliance Air and Star Air have
scheduled 6-8 per cent fewer
lights mith-on-maonth
basis.

Cirium data show FLY91's
flights increasing by a mod-
o5t 0.9 per cent over May.
Tiwana said the slight adjust-
ment in scheduled flights
during June is primarily
linked to the current geopol-
incal  siruarion u]udhg with
scasonal demand trends and
operational optimisation.

Mano] Chacke, CEO and
Managing Director of FLY%1,
said the airline remains
firmly in growth mode with
irs ATR aircraft feet giving it

better fuel efficiency com-
pared to larger aircraft. This
along with our lean operat-
ing model has helped us save
costs, he said,

“Recently, we have expan-
ded operations with new
routes including Hyderabad-
Rajahmundry, Hyderabad-
Vijayawadn and have added
flights between Pune and
Goa,"hesaid.

NEW SERVICES

New services are also being
planned to Mangaluru and
Tirupati. “We have not seen
any meaningful drop in de-
mand. On the contrary, de-
mand on our core regional
sectors  remains  stable,”
Chacke added.

“Our Indian portfolio is
performing in line with ex-
pectations, India remains a
key strategic market for us
and we continue o see
strong long term demand for
regional akrcraft across the
country,”  said  Abhineet
Awasthi, Sales Director of
leasing firm TrueNoord.
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Smoke detected on IndiGo flight
at Bengalury; passengers safe

—
Our Buresu
Bangaluru

A IndiGo ight bousd for
Chennai from Bengaluro was
cvacuated on Tuesday after
gimoke was detected in the
sircraft while it was taxiing
for departure.

1t an afficial sLarement, an
IndiGo  spokesperson  said
smoke wis noticed on Aight
6E 6017 operating  froe
Bengaluru to Chennai while

the aircraft was taxing to-
wakds the runway on May 36,

“In the interest of safety,
an  immediate evacuation
wag carred out and all the
relevant authorities were in-
formed,” the airline said.

The atrline sasd all passen-
gers and crew members were
safe and had been moved to
the terminal, where sesiar-
ance was belng provided by
IndiGo teams.

An alverpative aireraft has
beenarranged.
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AIR INDIA BUS
CATCHES FIRE DUE
TO SNAG IN ENGINE

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 26

A bus hired by Air India was
gutted after fire broke out in
the engine due to mechanical
heat at Koheda ORR service
road on Tuesday Hayatmagar
station Ffire officer Muradi
Yadagiri said the bus heading
from Sangareddy to the Pedda
Amberpet garage for repairs
when driver Raghu saw
smoke, parked the vehicle and
escaped to safety.

There were no passengers in
the vehicle.

Raghu informed Havainagar
station house officer
Nagaraju, who alerted the fire
officials. Around 12 firefight-
ers from Ibrahimpatnam and
Hayatnagar fire stations
rushed to the scene. The fire
broke out at 12.26 pm and the
firefighters extinguished the
fire within 25 minutes,
Yadagiri said. Preliminary
investigation suggests that the
fire was initiated due to
mechanical heat, he said.
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ATF hike may hit fliers’

ATF hike may hit fliers’
domestic travel plans woiris

domestic travel plans

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

For Bengalureans, rising
aviation fuel prices are likely
to dampen domestic travel,
While Indian airlines are wary
of expansion plans, interna-
tional traffic through the city
is starting to recover, accord-
ing to Hari Marar, managing
director and CEQ of Banga-
lore International Airport Lid
(BIAL).

For International travel-
lers, connectivity continues
o improve with the help of
European airlines. While
Indian carriers are wary of
launching new routes, the
trend is different in the inter-
national market.

Speaking about the impact
of recent developments in
West Asia and elevated fuel
costs on the aviation sector,
Marar said traffic to Europe
and the United States via
West Asian hubs had de-
clined. “The Middle East has
for a long time been a very

large hubfor travel of Indians
to Europe and America, and
thereduced Night capacity on
these routes hasled toa fallin
passenger numbers,” he told
DHon Toesday,

However, some of the de-
cline has already been offset
by airlines, specifically Eu-
FOPEan Carriers, increasing
services to Bengaluru, he
pointed out.

“For example. airlines like
British Airways and the Virgin
Atlanric have doubled their
Irequency to Bengaluru, In
all, we have seen an increase
in movement on internation-
al routes,” Marar said, adding
that European carriers have
helped manage the impact of
the uncertainty surrounding
the West Asian airlines,
+Travel, Page 8

Travel, From Page 1

Earlier this month, Swiss In-
ternational Airlines (SWISS)
announced the launch ol new
nonstop flights between Ben
galuru and Zurich, set 1o take
off in October 2026. The in-
crease in European routes re-
mains in stark contrast o the
airportsoperationsin 2025-26,
whereno new European desti-
nations were added.
Avrecoveryin West Asia traf-
fic would result in “an overail
increase in international Might
operations outof Bengahmu, In
the long term the trajectory of
aviation will improve”, predicr-
ed Marar, Increase inthe num-
ber of flights from Bengaluru
to Europe is also an attempt
by European airlines tograba
slice of the pie from the Gulf-
based airline sector, said Rohit
Hangal, director of Sphere

Travelmedia and Exhibitions.

“While some ofitis nimed at
tourisi, it is mostly aimed at
the crowd wanting to travel to
thee US. Which is why they are
rargeting Bengaluru, asthereis
aconstantmovemenit of people
to the US. Europe is trying to
get that crowd by harbouring
connectivity,”he explained.

However, as international
travel continues to improve,
Marar highlighted that high
fuel prices remain a challenge
forairlines, “Tthinkairfines will
bealittle cautiows in launching
new routes, especially Indian
carriers, Fuel forms a signifi-
cant portion of their operating
costs, As long as fuel costs re-
muin inflated at these levels, we
have a problem with them not
beingable tolaunch Mights,"he
said adding that higher operat-
ing costs could also affect Neet
expansion plans,



AIRPORTS AUT HL'JFr‘IT 4 rJF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIK JAGRAN DELHI 28 MAY 2026

T S & BRUTU3R SISA R
mﬁaﬁﬁzz UfcI2Td i erdl

s iEr 1 M EE I |
‘wat iR’ sEesmm *
A e 8t ZeEl 22
naeE 7% W FEE A
#18 | 599 o35 WO T[E
= FE= 79 2 e A=
ULARH &0 A7 T
#AT wg T E S
THEE % TEEA ® 0 S
e #1797 = w1 = A
qm;hmﬁmww
4400 TTHET T FAAEF F
&, fred =W 3600 TR R
800 FACIEE A IEE E
fEs 0EE §WE F OEET
U ZE(E WE (TR W
AN WG ® ATERE W
Tl S TEE A W T
Bl 59 #9T #AE A %
forwe wm e frmd = &

W owe # O usw
?,f‘m A U ) frﬁtrﬁ
& ST U & 5 ZEE W
W § T A e e
7| FeEm, 59 ®2 W IS
ﬂﬂr&ﬁraﬁrﬁwﬁ.ﬁﬁw

W S . a3 A oft weht o

s g AR, U3 3 T T S A
Tl & [ 98 HFT 9 T501 & o0 TG
TRIE ¥ 30 38 4 T00 T Bl 61 BR
= 5 U A T, e IR W W
I 1084 ¥ 759 & | TR e O e o
3000 I A B 2, Fomepd 9 e
2400 TNE] I5H 194 HTE T EN T 10%
T T T A ORI 240 IS T ) |
HENTAU d SRR, 35 T 9 AT T
U] TS 39 a0 A I i
AT I3 4 4 17 T T 7 T
& | o 1 e A ur 785 ofv glee F
e T 3 9 3§ HE T 9 = e G
1 STege A T W EE |

fere o% 72 9% Wag W
i fare fom o @
=% Rl 597 aRFE W ann
w4 1 farwe faan =
UZT F AW, Ti I5H
5 22 wfyerE =1 5 = w2
¥ Bt Ew 790 § sfaw =g
A &0 | e g
O g4 H wR S S
¥ WG snwsE s 8@
fohu 0 FEEEl & FH o, 64
= A F Tn F2 uw

HET 9T =M # S eI
A w W B uETE
3 o fem 2 fF oas g
AR W T W A
F TRATES W 5 5 9
R & I I O A
it s & wda Ram @
fir 54 e Feafal @ €9
TEET # R § 98 8 0
fa=m farar = |

WG T 71 9 35 i aE ool
aﬂmzmzﬁmnm



S RE e b 'TthrrTr;:aza_u;l:&J:zﬁm

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK JAGRAN

DEILH.L

28 MAY 2046

311G €c b 81 H 38+ & d1G feeell WIc TN $isa1 &l Tellse

TR AIECH, & Eeal: 5
i 1o )
(FEHAE) W FEE g
ST % 4w F
A & U §E & A F
TZA 90 ¥ Fa A8 9 o
AR ) HE g2

ErieRil=a o cals e iR
A F AR UEEE A
WEsl | OwEd F4 &
fm S aug e #1 3in
TEEE T F Gen
SET 777-300 S0 A7 F =4

o T W] 1 ¥E TR
EEGIREER
T T

» 30 AR 2 TR, AR
o T W faE ol 2
Tl ciEm

A © 230 961 99l 91 TES
# TH EE F A

HAIAE F T3 91 GA #12
T sl it 7@ O e

il &

TFIIE & Fvier 6 9 o &
T &9 W o e - T S
WA ME T IR AR S 4
Wit W & Ea 0 B &
A AF TyE 99 ¥ A 4
0 gav F1 9 o, 79 TE
EEER e TiEa = el |
IH1 | % =2 G oAy
Rl & o0 Zgae B T
A FREFT HE F9 TE
foH #5518 g2 4 s
T T A T HEE &

T 1 a2 U e
w i W A
2 B 27 W F) e @ A
iR AF A TEE U
173 FdifE wiRmsl & A
B AR BUEl % FEm
el amy AR SE A R
T F gl AR ¥ STE
e SH] TEA AR i
|

oHl g 3 oA oA
A F P &R A
A1 ETHEA - F8 % b )

T 0 W I T (R
i) 7% AR &
e AR S s &
A &) A #EE W OOEE
T =E gnE & s
TR %1 F & | OFEE F '@H-
e, #eA 8 3 S T
30 g ferEn (o
e W T A &
Earulci e R ARE i
FiW O @9 % 95 & F=F
il = i FH0T 0 =9
x|



AIRF‘ UH 'S AUT HUF‘ET‘!‘ (_?F INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

Es DAINIK JAGRAN DELHI 28 MAY 2026

U3R $feA 9 9 ¢ W °CTs I8

mardﬁﬁﬁl

ZET T % WEge aw (a6
FIH TE IS TET W AR
F TG R FET A &
A A g 3= q 22
ufieR % 1 FRE F=E A @
3 A ulE WO T #
e F9 A1) T TR 4 99
WAH & FE TSN e e
TEIET § TR A 0E W)

i O dwE F R O
-*:ﬂ'i=1 R (Tfa®) = F9a
g W OWEEY F AR
T R @ WG gE £ T
w1 4 faga = & g = FE
# o R w3 @i & wE
4T %1 FE g d ot g A
e J F2 =1 T = 2
R ®=4 W uar ey wme o

rwaﬂ?miﬁﬂwqi:manmai
T H 229 @ ekl

3600 (790

WA g & 22% TR A

R T B | T E are

JSET G T | IS W1 En
ey

AT FAEEET || '
nesdonganansees U’ « B,

- g
FAdl & AN, I R A IF
A TF A * FA oz T
A @ R =T ) ae A
ST

g 7 wdw fam O AR A
frfrl amre @9 T2 9 i
q W F:4 1EER s

fecen -39 HiRB]
3I3H THATD! Gl &

BRUT I0Y ol
AR W], A2 el : SE
v ugdE (amshanr) 2
gu‘m z@s qfE F =
g = @ R
"@ﬂ % g =1 e Siea
i foan) smgsfiam W A &
e @D g1 WET 777-300
SaW Al % 39 fEE 230 T
TEaw 41
TTH 9 F WE AW & 3
wfeF 99 9% B W 84 & W2
oW foEH 9 99 ® ' A o
e M e e o
T & T Tol T Sew
A F 7% BOm F9 a2 6 A
T T AR &/



AIRPORTIS AUT HORIT'Y OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE EBECONOMIC TIMES DELHT 28 MAY 2026

IndiGo, Air India Slash Domestic
Flights Amid Fuel Cost Pressure

Higherjet fuel prices
and rupee weakness
forceairlinestotrim
summer schedules

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: IndiGoand Air India arere-
ducing domestic Qighls during the Ju-
ne-Aupust period as Bigher fuel costs
sijueese operations.

According to aviation data analytics
ageney Cirium, Air Indiaand its low-cost
arm Alr IndiaExpress will operate alwout
201% Tewer domaestic Mlights during June
and July, while market leader IndiGGo is
expected to cut flights by 10-12%.

Thereductions are likely to pushupta
res as the twoairlines together aceaunt
foar e than 90% of Tndia’s domestie
avizlion markeal.

The June-August period is typically a

wedk quarterfor Indian airlines &g iteo-
incides with the monseon season and @
seasondl slowdown in travel demand af-
ter the summer holidavs, Aivlines usua-
allv trim flights during this peried (o
undertake maintenanes work, This vie-
ar however, the cutsarestecper ecauss
of hipgher jet fuel prices.

Air India had earlier sipniticantiy re
ducedinternational flights for the June-
Auvgust perir], including suspending
sprvices Lo key TS destinalions sueh as
Chicagoand Newark.

“These adjustments are driven by the

sustained impact of high fucl prices on
ovorall aperations. Air India will conti-
nue to monitor demarnd and operating
conditions closely, with a view to resto-
ring frequencies as conditions stabili-
se,” anAir India spokesperson said.

While the governmenl has absorhed
Ta% ol Lhe inerease Ianl Fuel prices, air-
lineexeculivessaid the rise was stll hue-
ting costs. Thev also cxpect a sharper in-
crease in jet fuel prices on June 1 in line
with higher petrol and dicsel prices.

GGlobal average jet fuel prices rose to
519519 a barrel for the week ended
March 27 after the US and [srasl aon-
ched attacks on Iran, Prices have sinee
coaled but were still at $159.85 4 barrel,
about 7% higher than Febroary levels.

Atthesamae time, the rupee has wealo-
mwed sharply against the dollar since Fe-
brusey, talling from about TALE6S to be-
vorud T96 to the dollar.

For airlines, that is a double blow as
sk eosls, ineluding airerall leases and
mainienanee expenses, are dollar-deno-
minated. A stronger dollar against the
rupec further raiscs oporating costs.
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Air India’s San Francisco-Bound
Flight Returns Mid-Air to Delhi

New Delhi: An AirTndia Might
hound for San Franciseo retur-
ned fo Mew Delhi on Wednesday
after developing & technicsl
anag mid-flight. forcing the air-
erafttoturnback afterspending
mire than cight hours in theair
according to the airline and
flipght-tracking data,

Flight ALTS, operated by a Bo-
eing TIT-S00ER wilh around 250

passcnpers onbaard, departed
from Drelhi for San Franciseo be-
fiare returning to the national
capital in line with standand sa-
foty procodures, Adr India said
inastatement. The aireraft had
been airbornie for more than
thiren hours and was fiving thro-
ugh Chinese airspace when it
bepan diverting back to Delhi,
data from flight-tracking websi-
e Flightradar?d showed. PT1
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Air India cuts over 20%
domestic flights till Aug

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
HMumbai, May 27

RESTRICTED AIRSPACE

AIR IHNDIA HAS temporaniy
reduced domestic flight oper
ations I:l}' over 20 and inter
national services bymore than
2549 between |ume  and
Aupust, citing sustained pres
sure from high aviation tus-
hiine fuel (ATF) prices and ris
Ing operating costs
TheTatal irm.lp- ovwned car
fer operates around 4,400
wNH}' rhght{, ::nrll.lrhng
nearly 3,600 domestic and
B internationa | servioes,
The cutscome amid avider
schiedule recallbration durbing
thefean tmvel smson, alongside
longer [lying thmes on cefain
overseas routes doe to merout
ingamund mestricted almpace
“Incontmusationnf m Irpre
viously announced adjust-
ments o select interma tional
services between June and
August 2026, we have tem
porarlly rationalked opera-
tions an certaidn  domestic
routesduring the same period,
withareduction mfrequencies
on select routes,”an Air India
lg:ll:lkl:‘!.ll!! s0n L'III.I
“Theseadjustments anedri
ven by the sustalned impact of
hightud prices on overall oper

mThe cartier aThe cuts o itincludes nearly

operates around come amid a

4 400 wider schedule 3.600

recalibration
I it the laan domastic and

weekly flights travel season 800
international
services

ations.Air [India will continue to
monkor demand and aperat-
ing conditions closely, witha
view o resnring frequenciesas

comditions stabilise”
spokespeson added

The airline said affected
passenpers will be offered re-
accommodation on altermate
Mights, complimentary date
changes or full refuncs

The development comes
daysafter Thw Flimmicinl Express
reported that Air india would
cut asound 2H0weskhrdomes-
tic departures from Mumbai
betwean June 1 and Aupust 1,
marking the airfine’s first

the

major reduction in domestic
capadity fallowing recentintes-
national network cuts,

Along  with  frequency
reductions, Air India is tem
porarily suspending Dights
from Mumba to Nngpnr_
Varanasi, Fatna and Bhopal
d||ring the twor |T|n1:rl1.]s-rr|rr|
Industrysourcessaid thescale
of reductions is marginally
higher than last year, particn
larly from Mumbai,one of the
airline's key domestic hubs
Additional cuts are ex pecied
across major cities, including
Delhi, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru
and Chennai
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SMOKE SCARE
ON INDIGO

FPJ News Service
MLMBAL

An IndiGo Airbus A32Ineo
bound for Chennal was forced
to carry out a full-scale
emergency evacuation on a
taxiway at Bengaluru's Keme-
pegowda International Adr-
port after smoke was detected
inside the cabin moments be-
fore tmkeoff. The airline con-
firmed that all passengers and
crew members were evac-
ated safely using emergency
slides.

¥ Contd on | nation

Smoke scare...

Flight 6E-8017, a scheduled domestic service to
Chennai, had pushed back on time from Terminal |
at around 615 pm and was txiing towards the
departure runway when smoke was noticed inside
the cabin by passengers and crew. The pilots
immediately aborted taxiing procedures and halted
the aircraft on the taxiway

An emergency evacuation was swiftly initiated,
with inflatable slides deployed to evacuate passen-
gers. Travellers were instructed o leave behind
hand luggage. Airport emergency response teams
assisted passengers and escorted them back to the
terminal.

IndiGo sald the evacuation was a precautionary
safety measure. The airline arranged an aliernate
aircraft to operate the Chennai-bound service,
which had not departed at the time of publishing.
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{ MY INDIA } EIGHT HOURS IN THE AIR

Al flight to US returns
midway due to snag

An Air India plane bound for San Francisco
returned to New Delhi on Wednesday after
developing a technical snag mid-flight, forcing the
aircraft to turn back after spending more than three
hours in the air. The aircraft, with around 230
passengers onboard, was flying through Chinese
airspace before diverting back towards the national
capital. “The aircraft landed safely and will undergo
technical inspection in line with Air India’s safety
standards,” the airline said. People aware of the
matter said the aircraft had to return due to anissue
with the Traffic Alert and Collision Avoidance System
(TCAS). TCAS alerts the pilots of an aircraft in case
there are any other aircraft in the vidinity that are
closer than the permissible separation limit. PTI
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Airlines cut flights
as fuel costs surge

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Major Indian carri-
ers, including Air India, IndiGo
and Air India Express, will
reduce domestic flight opera-
tions starting June amid rising
fuel costs, softer seasonal
demand and operational pres-
sures linked to the West Asia
conflict, officials familiar with
the matter said on Wednesday.

Air India will cut around 22%
of its domestic flights from next
month, officials said. The airline
had earlier reduced about 27%
of its international operations.

The reductions come amid a
sharp rise in aviation turbine
fuel prices following the US-Is-
rael conflict with Iran, which
has increased operating costs
for airlines. Indian carriers have
also faced longer flying times
and higher expenses because of
the continued closure of Paki-
stani airspace to Indian airlines.

Air India, which reported a
record annual loss of more than
$2 billion in 2025-26, said the
latest cuts were part of a tempo-
rary network rationalisation
exercise.

“In continuation of our previ-
ously announced adjustments
to select international services
between June and August 2026,
we have temporarily rational-
ised operations on certain
domestic routes during the
same period, with a reduction in
frequencies on select routes.
These adjustments are driven by
the sustained impact of high
fuel prices on overall opera-
tions. Air India will continue to
monitor demand and operating
conditions closely, with a view
to restoring frequencies as con-
ditions stabilise,” an Air India
spokesperson said.

“Passengers impacted by
these changes will be assisted

".;- Indic..

IndiGo

Im:'IJGu is txpccted to reduce
domestic operations by 10-13%
gquarter-on-quarter. RELITERS

with re-accommodation on
alternative flights, complimen-
tary date changes, or full
refunds, as applicable,” the
spokesperson added.

Air India currently operates
around 3,600 domestic flights
every week.

Officials also said Air India
Express would reduce some
domestic frequencies, though
the impact would remain below
10%.

“We have been progressively
restoring connectivity between
India and West Asia, and also
introducing new routes across
our domestic and international
network, while making cali-
brated adjustments to optimise
our network and align capacity
with changes in demand. The
impact on domestic frequencies
is less than 10%," an Air India
Express spokesperson said.

The airline currently operates
around 500 weekly flights
between India and West Asia,
up from around 280 a few
weeks ago, and more than 3,000
weekly flights across its wider
domestic and international net-
work, the spokesperson added.

IndiGo is also expected to
trim domestic operations by
around 10-13% on a quarter-on-
quarter basis, officials said.
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Al IndiGo cut over
250 domestic daily
flights as ATF turns
costlier, demand dips

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Air India, its low-cost subsi-
diary Air India Express,
and IndiGo will together
withdraw around 250 daily
domestic flights from June
amid rising aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) costs, a
move expected to further
drive-up airfares.

Airlines are also report-
ing weakening demand
and subdued travel senti-
ment in what is already
considered a traditionally
weak season as travel de-
mand typically softens
from mid-June after the
summer holiday period
concludes.

Air India will cut 22% of
its domestic flight schedule
during June and July. The
airline currently operates
around 3,600 weekly dom-
estic flights, or nearly 500
flights a day, meaning the
reduction will translate in-
to roughly 110 daily flights
being withdrawn.

IndiGo, which operates
nearly 2,200 daily flights,
will reduce its domestic ca-
pacity by 5%, amounting to
around 110 flights a day.

Air India Express,
meanwhile, will cut nearly
10% of its approximately
340 daily flights on domes-
tic routes.

The three airlines to-
gether enjoy 90% of the
market share, in other
words nine out of 10 air tra-
vellers fly with one of
them. “These adjustments
are driven by the sustained
impact of high fuel prices
on overall operations. Air

Airlines are also reporting
subdued travel sentiment in
a traditionally weak season

India will continue to mon-
itor demand and operating
conditions closely,” Air In-
dia said in a statement.

IndiGo sources said a 5%
cut was due to softer de-
mand as travellers cut back
on discretionary spending
on top of it being a lean tra-
vel season following the
summer holiday rush.

A 25% rise in aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) prices
for domestic flights and
nearly a 100% increase for
international operations
due to the West Asia con-
flict has sharply raised op-
erating costs for airlines,
pushing airfares up by 40-
50% on several routes. Air-
lines had also imposed a
fuel surcharge of ¥400-450
in response. Industry ob-
servers said the latest ca-
pacity cuts could drive
fares even higher.

Meanwhile, airlines
have also started restoring
capacity on West Asia
routes as airspace restric-
tions ease across most des-
tinations in the region,
with Kuwait remaining
among the few exceptions.

28 MAY 2026
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Air India cuts June-July
domestic flights by a fourth
amid surge in jet fuel prices

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 27

AFTER CURTAILING Its Inter-
national flight schedule amid
headwinds due tothe West Asia
crisis, Air India has decided to
reduce its domestic flights as
well at least for a couple of
months. Accordingtothe latest
available flight schedule data
from aviation analytics com-
pany Cirlum, the Tata group
airline’s scheduled domestic
flights forthe June-July period
are down by overa fourthona
sequential basis.

As per the data, the airling is
scheduled to operate 22 868 do-
mestic flights in June-July,
down 26.7% from 31,184 flights
in April-May.

While Alr India confirmed
that it is temporarily rationalis-
ing domestic flight operations,
itdidn’t comument onthe extent
of the curtallment. Alrline
schedule data is updated regu-
larly, which means the current
schedule could change further.

“In continuation of our pre-
viously annoumeced adjustments
to select International services
between June and August 2006,
we have temporarily rational-
ised operations on certain do-
mestic routes during the same
period, with a reduction in fre-
quencieson select routes, These
adjustments are driven by the
sustained impact of high fuel
pricesonovemlloperations,”an
AlrIndia spokesperson said.

"Alr India will continue to
monitor demand and operat-
ing conditions closely, with a
viewtorestoring frequenciesas
conditions stabilise. Passenpers
impacted by these changes will
be proactively assisted with re-
accommodation on alternative
flights, complimentary date
changes, or full refunds, asap-
plicable,” the aidine spokesper-
son added. On May 13, the loss-
making carrier had announced
substantial cuts to its interna-
tional network, which had
come undersevere stressdue to

the surge in global crude oil and
jet fuel prices amid the crisis.
Even before the war broke out
Inlate February, AirIndia’sglo-
bal operations were already
under stress due to the con-
tinued closure of Pakistan’s air-
space since late April last year,
when tensions berween India
and Pakistan rose in the wake
of the Pahalgam terror attack.

Even before the war, jet fuel
accounted forabout 40% of In-
dian alrlines’ operating costs.

The conflict and its impact
on fuel prices has led toa jump
in the fuel’s share in the car-
riers’ cost structure. Notably,
while only a fraction of the glo-
bal jet fuel price hike has been
passed on for domestic flights,
Indian carriers have to cough
up the full international prices
— which have more than
doubled since late February —
for their international oper-
ations. That isa key reason why
Aldr India significantly curtailed
its international operations.

But the cuts to its Interna-
tional schedule have not been
able to fully offset the impact of
highjet fuel prices on its overall
operations, which is a major
repson why Alr India has now
decided toreduce domestic fly-
ingaswell, according to sources
in the know.

According to information
provided by the airline and
flight schedules filed by It.
about 230 weekly International
flights — outbound and in-
bound — have been cut for the
June-August period. This re-
duction is on top of flights that
have been cut in recent weeks
amid the war.

As per Cirium data, Alr
India will be operating about
27% fewer international flishts
InJune-August than it did in
the corresponding period of
last year. The aidine’s interna-
tional schedule for June-Au-
gust this vear lists 10,427 inter-
national flights — inbound plus
outbound — down from 14.195
In June-August 2025,

IndiGo cuts
domesticflights
by 9%; ‘Part of
routinedemand-
linked adjustment’

New Dethi: India’s largest air-
line IndiGo will be operating
over 9% fewer domestic flights
in June-July as compared to
April-May, as per the carrier’s
schedule data from Cirium, But
unlike Air India, IndiGo's
schedule curtailment is part of
the routine adjustment that is
done once the peak summer
travel season s over and de-
mand begins to moderate in
the monsoon months, accord-
ing to sources close to IndiGo.
“The schedule curtailment
Is not due to any cost pressire
from high ATF prices and the
West Asiawar. This ks an anmual
exercise Incapacity adjustment
post-summer,” said a source.
While there may not be a direct
impact ofthe West Asia crislson
the cost side for the airline,
there has been an indirect im-
pact in the form of softening of
demand due to higher airfares,
which would lead to highetr-
than-usual curtailment in the
schedule, the source added. ENS

“The adjustments have
been made in response to a
combination of factors, Includ-
ingcontinued airspace restric-
tions over certain regions and
record high jet fuel prices forin-
ternational operations, which
significantly impact the com-
mercial viability of certain
planned services,” Air India
hiad sald on May 13, adding that
despite the schedule curtall-
ment, it will still be operating
over1, 200 international flights
amonth. FULLREPORTON

WINW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Jiﬁ?FLHxFELAL!IH(jﬁITYtJFiNLHﬁu

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHI

28 MAY 2026

o v i 5 v v ) e ot e [

éawaﬁaeﬁraﬁna‘r wm%m‘aﬁﬁwﬁrﬁﬂ?ﬁ

:@E’Eﬁ 27781

uar ifew, sem AT usw dew
wFryE, fE dum =0 S5 A T
e A wH O WA S wEenEt 9
9= i fom 9o Wi SeiEt o S
1 W 10 9 22 WS T FH F W F)
sfirmfa 3 o s
wiem it W wah & s 9 e
¥U WEN F R UAERA
T OO FE UE T R T
A W Al e sl vl H5E W
Wi TNeE #) T AREE 6 A
UTEEE APE T9E TR B =% |E E5
g | v sfEm, st s vaw
URRTIE A S A T Wi o A S0

@l ® T8 ot e ag &
i el YA ETE A 24 A
el uferd el 3R R 3em @
Tl B & SR AR

FAMRIE R

T 32T 10 ¥ 22 BIG & &

quﬁsmmﬁmﬁm

IR T 37 deies 33l 3 T,

frn i 91 A e & g O
e &1 1 Y A e e |

U3V 33T 413 wé ® o) e
sl 9 el &% ) ewon @ 4

wie A A e w1 Pl R @
wieRIal = =9 B U9 SeW 99 A
I ¥ fau el wig A o 20-22
T i Felhl &1 T § 9 v e
T T W e Wi a6 10
ThiTE &1 &l o T8 E |

e 2fem it vare sfea v
TEFE H et OE Thies I

Herrm o defim o F doa Pt
TP T WEE W gE w5
e e ¥ g 3 = e
- fondl % Fo wig TzEl |
12-15 WS i werl ®T T8 &1 9%
el 3 IEEl w g W §, e
T FrE o wed fAuifE fFm
o | UAT TEW ¥ OWEw SN 4,400

IEFE w1 qwen w0 ¢, e s
3,600 W 3T 800 FAUTEM HAW
miza £

Fot 3 g d ww BE Sm @ s,
2026  wra GHET SACTEE warEt ®
TE S e o WA T 6
ol W 4 AR 'Y | IEE e
Wl W 1 wfeial & SEE, e

TEAEI W 20-22 WIHE W HE SO0
wiE 3,600 HEfeE Wi I8 & AuR
97 22 FiAE F FeE 1§ Wi A6 790 1
TR WA W A B UE Hem
qmqﬁmfﬁﬂmfﬁmm
W AEW WO 99 10 FaE 4 w50
¥ | W% TIEEEA ¥ ANE S 3,000
T T U= w4 E, A A i
2,400 g T T

siaeREl A g R e wY
THIE =9 15,400 FEMI 1 9=
w8, fa9g | =wam 13,000 99
mi-@ﬁ:ngﬁmﬁwﬁs
Wi ¥ AT A 3T W@ TEE 1
4 H TEd 50 FOE] A FaE § w20
T #, W W A 9 F e d e
T TERaT R



HITAT fAaar=as |
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY

Corporate Communications Directorate

OF INDILA

MINT

DELHI

28 MAY 2026

AIESL labour crisis
drags on despite
firm’s softer stance

;r,hm:-k g ivemirt com
WEW DELHI

e labosur crisks ar Adr
[reclin Engineering Ser-
vices Lid (AIESL), the

country’s  largest airerafl
AN, repaie and over-
hawl (MEC) firm. persisted as
on Tuesday despite a manage-
ment climbdown following
nearly o weeks of prtests,

While the company man-
agement siftened its stinee
i|fll':'|.'!||..'|I1.'~||r|'I||'||1'\|..1|!'|'pI-
ing resigmations froom around
180 employess whose exiis
Hanel spuarkasd the gsrotests, ey

tlermmnds, elding rensate-
ment e ferminsed crployees
anid talks on wage revision,
vt e andd GENEE T Pragres-
sioan, were unresalved Nearly
hallof AIESL s stadT kot oway
Frosmm amaintenanee dhutbes, sald
camp e il formmer union
alfice-bearer Wing spoke with.

Tuesday marked the 15th
il sdice dlreral mnlnlEnaee
engineers al AIESL stopped
reporting to workshops and
hangars, Employees stopped
short of eallig it strike, O
Tuieschay, protest

The labour deadlock at Ak

India Engineering Services
entered its 13th day

aceepled the resigrlions of
contractml engineers who
quit in February after securing

Jobs at private alrlines and

MR lirms, citing concerms
avier pry, overtime and careor
progression. " Resgmationsof
aronind 18O e ployess were
acoepied. Management said
terminated emplivees will be
Lk |I:||'|l..]l|'|||"|.'|:|,|.|; bl
resdgmns] stallhave comme, tik-
imgr baek sacked crmployees has
nosl hagpened,” said Prshuand
Baimar Patela protesting sialf

and office-hearer

ing  workers Around 2,200- nfthe employees’
markedd atend- 2 co0 engineers union, which was
ancebutshipped  gerpssmultiple W recognized
mainmlenanee AIESL facilities varlier m May,
dutles, said iwa 21 Ia“’a]‘ fl'ﬂm Tatedl has beon

cmplovess,
An estimitod

work due to

fermmimisted
Discussions

2.2000~-2,. 500 OI‘IEO“'IRI:'EFI.IIES around Wige

Engineers across
AESL's facilities
in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
anid Bengaluru have stayved
dway from maknienance work
skl dlisprutes over resigni-
tioms, suspensions, erminmn-
thoms amd dedayed capeer pro-
wrisoi, Waoiliers [ Rolkata,
Magpur. Hyderbad and Thir
uvamen thspuram hive also
Josbmecl thie preotiest

ALESL and the civil aviztion
ministry did not respond (o
Wimt's queries,

[ thiee Rl emiagjoor concession
since protests began, ATESL

revision  and
tvertime femitn
post ponecl Employees ane vl
Loy dheclde their next move iF
terminated workers are no
reinstated, secordimg to Patel,
AIESL management alleg-
edly refused toapprove resig-
tiat s dispite workers seeyv-
imgg Lhoree- mont h notioe pericd
amdl inlorming soane only doyy
III'[IFH' |||1'|1 .‘-I.'IH'!IIII'!"" [ER
Unaal thyey waornbd mol gt relesise
letters or no-objection certif
cates needed to join rivals.
For an extended sersion of
this stary, g fo liveninlcom,
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Officials sasd Adr India ks cutting 20-22% of its
damestic flights for jure and july.

Air India, IndiGo cut
domestic flights

ir o, DG aamed Adir Enelin Exppross
A are temperarily reducing thear domestic
Mlights by 10-22% in the coming months,
a5 the sirfines seek 1o deal with the impact of
surging jet fuel prices and relatively lower
tiavel demand, aceording 1o ol Ticials.

In the wake of the West Asia conflict, which
started in lite February, aifdines have bisen
Eacing multiple headwinds, including costlier
Fued ared airspace curbs, which pustesd up their
operationil costs, Faced with spiralling costs,
Abr Inddia, InditGo and Air India Express have
also resorted o rationalization of domestic
oL

CHficials said Air India is cutting 20-22%of
iis domestic Mights foe June and July, and Alr
vl Express is reducing 0% of the domestic
services [or June, compared te the planned
services nthe summes schedulbe. Similarly,
Erwditac is cuting 12-15% of its domestic (lights
for the September quarter, officials said,

Air Inclia said that passengers impacted by
thasse chariges will b pirosct iviely assisted with
re-peoommcdation on alternative fights,
complimentary date changes, or full refunds,
asapplicalyle, FTI
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— RISING FUEL COSTS, LOWER DEMAND ——
Domestic air travel hit as top airlines
reduce services across key routes

Domestic air

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAL: Indias
three largest airlines by domestic
[ootprint are temporarily trim-
ming flight schedules as higher
fuel costs and weaker demand put
pressure on operations.

Air India, IndiGo and Air
India Express are reducing domes-
He services by between 10 per cent
and 22 per cent over the coming
months, according to airline offi-
clals, as carriers respond to rising
expenses linked to the ongoin
West Asia conflict and s:asun':ﬁ
softness in travel demand.

The contlict, which began in
late February, has created mulilplf
aperational challenges for adrlines,
including higher jet fuel prices and
restrictions on atrspace, both of
which have increased costs.

Air India said it will cut domes-

» Top airlines stash nearly
3,000 weekly flights

o Mir India cuts 790+
weekly domestic flights

» IndiGo reduces nearly
2,000 weekly services

» Air India Express cuts
up to 240 flights

tic requencies by 20 0 22 per cent
in June and July compared with
services originally planned under
its summer schedule. The airline
currently operates aboul 4,400
{lights & week, including around
3,600 domestic and 800 inter-
national services. Based on that
domestic network, a 22 per cent

reduction would mean more than
790 fewer weekly flights.

“In continuation of our pre-
viously announced adjustments
to select international services
between June and August 2026,
we have temporarily rationalised
operations on certain domestic
routes during  Confinued on P4

the same pcriud. with a reduc-
ton in frequencies on select
routes,” Air India said in a state-
menl on Wednesday.

The airline said sustained
high fuel prices were driving the
changes. “Adr India will continue
o monitor demand and operat-
ing conditions closely, with a view
to restoring frequencies as condi-
tons stabilise)” it added.

Air India aleo said passengers
affected by the domestic schedule
changes will be offered alterna-
tive flights, complimentary date
changes, or full refunds, il
ing ﬂiﬁ eligibility. s

Earlier, on May 13, the airline
hid announced cuts to inter-
national services for the June-
Auguist period. That plan included
nearly 100 fewer overseas flights
and temporary suspension of
seven routes, including Dielhi-
Chicagn, Delhi-Newark, Mum-
bai-New York, Delhi-Shanghai,
Chennai-Singapore, Mumbai-
Dhaka and Delhi-Male. The move
will reduce international capacity
by up 1o 27 per cenl.

Air India Express is also
id]usung its domestic operations,
with cuts of less than 10 per cent
in June compared with its planned
summer schedule. The airline
runs sround 3,000 weekly tlights,
aff which about 2,400 are domes-
e A 10 per cent reduction would
translate to roughly 240 fewer
domestic llights.

“The impact on domestic lre-
quencies i less than 10 per cent’
the airline said, adding that the
m!ju.-.im:nl:s are intended 1o align
capacity with changing demand.

The carrier, which hasa strong
presence in West Asia, said it has
steadily restored regional connec-
tivity, now operating around 500
w:cﬂl}' IIighLFt between India and
West Asta, up from about 280 just
weeks ago, with services resumed
across 11 airports.

IndiGo, India's largest atrline,
is reducing domestic services by
12 1o 15 per cent during the Sep-
tember quarter compared with
planned summer operations.
Oificials said the airline oper-
ales arpund 15400 weekly lights,

including about 13,000 domestic
services. A 15 per cent reduction
would amount to n:a.rlil.r 2000
fewer weekly flights

An IndiGo official said the
cuits rellect slower demand and
routine seasonal adjustments typi-
ca.ll!r' made between mid-June and
Aungust.

IndiGo, Akasa Air and Spice]et
did not provide official comments
on the broader rationalisation.
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Al Exp says will cut down

domestic ops by 10%
amid soaring fuel prices

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Delhi

A day after IndiGo and Air In-
dia announced a cut in domes-
tic operations from June 1, Air
India Express on Wednesday
said it will also be trim its do-
mestic operations by ten%.

An Adr India Express official
said that the measures are be-
ing taken due to the poor pa-
tronage on some of the routes.
“We average 460 domestic
flights daily, and this
would be reduced to

Bengaluru to Kathman-
du route has not re- 5
ceived much response

and would be removed
from the network,” he said.

“The Bengaluru to North
Goa route too would be removed
sinee the other airport in Goa
can be used to cater to passen-
gers travelling along this
route,” he added.

The airline has scaled up its
international operations de-
spite the hike in aviation tur-
bine fuel, the source added.

In an official statement, the

Ailr India Express said, “We
have been progressively restor-
ing connectivity between India
and West Asia and also intro-
ducing new routes across our
domestic and inter national net-
work while making calibrated
adjustments to optimise our
network and align capacity
with changes in demand. The
impact on domestic frequen-
cies is less than 10%."

Alr India Express now
7 b Operates about 500 week-

o a1y flights between India
420-plus from June. The |

and West Asia, up sig-
nificantly from around
280 weekly flights justa
few weeks agn, with serv-
ices restored progressively
across 11 airports in the region.
Overall, the airline operates
maore than 3.000 weekly flights
across its network, it read.
Terming the approach “bal-
anced”, an Air India Express
spokesperson said, “This bal-
anced and agile approach ena-
bles us to deploy capacity effi-
ciently while continuing to
strengthen meaningful connec-
tivity across key destinations.”
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Al DELHI-SFO FLIGHT
DIVERTS MIDAIR

Air India's Delhi-San Francisco
flight retumed to the national
Capital on Wednesday after
remaining airbomne for nearly nine
hours due to a technical snag in its
traffic collision avoidance system
(TCAS). The Boeing 777 aircraft,
carrying around 230 passengers,
took off from Delhi at 3.09 am and
landed safely at Indira Gandhi
Intenational Airport shortly after
noon. According to flight-tracking
data, the aircraft turned back after
flying for over three hours through
Chinese airspace.
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US bound Air India flight returns; 22% domestic flights cut

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

After being airborne for nine
hours, a San Francisco-bound
Air India plane, carrying around
230 passengers, returned to
the national Capital due to a
technical issue on Wednesday.
The wide-body aircraft's (VT
ALL) traffic collision avoidance
system (TCAS) was not
working properly.

The aircraft, which had left
Delhi at 3.09 am, returned to
Indira Gandhi International
Airport just after noon. A B777
burns about 8-9 tonnes of fuel
every hour, depending on wind
flows and other factors.

At a time when oil prices are
on fire, and the rupee touches
new life lows on a daily basis,
this was one technical snag
the loss-making airline could
have done without.

According to data available
on the flight-tracking website
Flightradar24, the aircraft
remained airborne for nine
hours. The plane reportedly
began diverting back to Delhi
after flying for over three hours
while passing through Chinese

airspace. In a statement, the
airline said: "Al 173 from Delhi
to San Francisco on May 27 has
returned to Delhi due to a tech-
nical issue in accordance with
the laid down procedures. The
aircraft landed safely and will
undergo technical inspection in
line with Air India's safety
standards”.

“We regret the inconvenience
caused to the passengers and
are making alternative arrange-
ments to fly them to their des-
tination as soon as possible...
our ground teams are providing

all necessary assistance to the
passengers, including refresh-
ments, hotel accommodation or
rescheduling as opted by them.
The safety and well-being of
passengers and crew remain Air
India’s highest priority,” the
airline said.

In another development, Air
India has temporarily cut 22 per
cent of its domestic Aights as
the loss-making airline grapples
with the impact of the high
fuel prices.

The decision comes two
weeks after the Tata Group-

owned airline announced a 27
per cent reduction in interna-
tional flights amid airspace
curbs, as well as costlier jet fuel,
which have pushed the opera-
tional costs higher for over-
seas sectors.

Air India operates around
4,400 weekly fights. Out of
them, about 3,600 are domes-
tic, and 800 are international
services.

“In continuation of our previ-
ously announced adjustments
to select international services
between June and August 2026,
we have temporarily ratio-
nalised operations on certain
domestic routes during the
same period, with a reduction
in frequencies on select routes,”
Air India said in a statement on
Wednesday. The sources said
20-22 per cent of the domestic
flights would be reduced.

Based on around 3,600
weekly domestic flights, the 22
per cent cut would result in a
reduction of more than 790
weekly services.

The airline said these adjust-
ments are driven by the sus-
tained impact of high fuel prices
on overall operations.
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IndiGotocutdomesticflight

capacitybyupto7percent
amid demand adjustments

AGENCIES
Mew Db, 27 My

IndiGo is set o redoce its
domestic [light capacity by
57 per cent between June
and August 2026, becoming
thesecond major Indiin carrier
alter Afr India o scale back
operations amid rising cost
pressures and  softer
post-summer travel demand.

The airline bas alsoalready
reduced its international
capacity by nearly 17 percent
aspartof temporary schedule
adjustments,

The move comes shortly
after Air India announced a
22 per cent reduction in
domestic Dight operations
during June and.July.

Industry observerssaidihe
sharp rise in aviation fuel
prices has been one of the

kew lactors impacting airline
operations.,

Jet Fuelaceountsfor nearly
aguarterolanairlines operating
expenses, making carriers
hig hly sersitive o luctuations
in crude ofl prices.

The ongoing Iran conflict
hasadded irtheruncertainty
o global energy markets,
pushing crude oil prices
signilicantly higherin recent
mnths.

Since India imports alarge
portion of its crude oil
requirements, domesticairlines
heve been particulay vulnembe
lorising ATE costs Avweakering
rupee has alsoinereased the
vost burden for carriers,

AL the same time, aitlines
bypically witness soflor passenger
dermandafier the peaksummer
vacation season when school
holiday travel tapers ofC
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IndiGo scare

W NEW DELHE: Two passen
gers wers Injured during
fhe evacuation of more
than 230 people from
an TndiGo alreraft after
smoke was detected In
fhe cabiln and cockplt at
Bengaluri alrport o
Tuesday evening, sourees
sakl. Aviaton watchdog
DGCA 18 IMvestlgating
the Incldent. In a stats-
ment, TndhGo sald all pas-
SETIZOrs and Crew Wera
safe and had been moved
1o the ferminal, whare
they were being attended
0 Dy 1S tedms to ansure
thetr well-belng. Fr
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Smoke fills IndiGo aircraft

New Delhi: More than 230 people
aboard an IndiGo Airbus A321neo
had to be evacuated using
emergency slides in Bengaluru on
Tuesday after smoke was spotted
in the cabin while the aircraft was
taxiing to take off for Chennai. tun
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RGIA starts
screening
int’l flyers
for Ebola

Towes News Nerwoas

Hyderabad: Amid the Ebola
outhreik, thermal screening
has bean introduced at the Ra
Jiv Gandhi International Alr
part (RGLA). As n precautio-
nary gep, the Alrport Health
Organisation {APHO) has set
upthermal seresning syst
in the international arri
area. All international pas-
sengers arriving al the alr-
portwillundergoscreening to
enabbe carly detection of po
tential cases.

According o RGLA, all s
vellers who have visited or
transited throngh Ebala virus
disense (EVD)affected Al
cancountriessuchasUganda,
South Sudan, and the Domo
eratic Republic of Congo. and
are experfencing symptoms.
associated with EVD, inclu-
ding fever, weskness, muscle
pain, heads sore throat,
bloody vomiting, bloody di-
arrhoes, or bleesding from (he
nose or gums, should imomedi-
ately inform theonboard crew
or report to the health officer
upan arrival.

RGLA, in an advisory, sta
ted that trovellers who have
had direct contact with the
blood or bodily fuids of a per-
son o animal infected with
EVD mist also roport mime
distely Any traveller who de-
velops the above symploms
within 21 davs of arrival sho-
bl seek immediaie edical
attention and inform health-
care anthorities ahout their
travel history:

Passengers have been re-
quesied (o cooperate with he
nlth screeming procedures
and public health measures in
the interest of passenger safs
ty and compliance with Inter-
national Health Regulations
(THR),
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Al, Al Exp, IndiGo to slash
250 domestic ﬂlghts aday

Fares To Soar
Amid Curtailed
Summer Ops

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Air travellers
should brace for higher do-
mestic fares and fewer
flights this summer.

Air India, AI Express
and IndiGo will together re-
move about 250 domestic
flights per day from June to
Aug as operating costs spi-
ral on rising jet fuel prices
and a weakening rupee
amid slowing demand.

Airlines say discretiona-
ry travel is among the first
items to be curtailed when
householders and business
units try to make ends meet
when everything costs more.

After suspending 145 we-
ekly international flights,
loss-making Air India will
nowslash itsdomesticflights
by about 22% this summer
duetorising jet fuel prices.

The airline reported a

WINGS CLIPPED

loss of about Rs 25,000 crore
last fiscal and is pulling out
all stops to cut costs at a time
when operating expenditure
has soared. Al operates aro-
und 4,400 weekly flights. Of
them, about 3,600 are domes-
tic and 800 international. Ro-
ughly 800 weekly domestic
flights may be cut now.

IndiGo is also temporari-
Iy suspending 7-10% of its do-
mestic flights this summer
but says there are seasonal
cuts, and not part of any cost-
cutting. The airline operates
about 2,200 flights daily.

An Al spokesperson said:
“In continuation of our.. ad-
justments to select interna-

tional services between June
and Aug 2026, we have tempo-

rarily rationalised opera-
tions on certain domestic ro-
utes during the same period,
with a reduction in frequen-
cies on select routes. These
adjustments are driven by
the sustained impact of high
fuel prices on operations.”

“Alr India will continue
to monitor demand and ope-
rating conditions closely,
with a view to restoring fre-
quencies as conditions sta-
bilise. Passengers impacted
by these changes will be pro-
actively assisted with re-ac-
commodation on alternati-
ve flights, complimentary
date changes, or full re-
funds, as applicable,” the
spokesperson said.

Earlier this month, AI
had decided to suspend an
additional 145 weeklv flights
between June and Aug. The-
senew cuts, on top of almost
100 daily flights being su-
spended, willmean even hig-
her fares on the truncated
supply this summer as big
Gulf carriers are alsoopera-
ting at reduced capacity.
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Snag forces San Francisco-bound Al
aircraft to return after flying for 9 hrs

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A San Francisco-
bound Air India Boeing 777
with about 250 people onbo-
ard returned to Delhi after
flying for almost nine hours
on Wednesday The aircraft's
traffic collision avoidance sy-
stem(TCAS)wasnotworking
properly. Since having a fune-
tional TCAS is mandatory
over the North Atlantic ocea-
nic region that it was to over-
fly en route to its destination,
ATl decided to ask the pilots to
flv back to Delhi when the air-
craft was overflying China.
“Globally, a functional
TCAS is must for all aircraft

flying over 29,000 feet. Apart
from this, there are region-
specific requirements which
bar aircraft without TCAS
from flying at any altitude.
These include places like the
EU and Dubai. TCAS allows
planes to ‘talk to’ each other
if they get too close and then
one will descend and the
other climb to avoid colli-
sion,"” said senior pilots.

The aircraft, which had
left Delhi at 3.09 am, returned
to IGI Airportjust after noon.
A BT777burnsabout8-9tonnes
of fuel every hour, depending
on wind flows and other fac-
tors. When oil pricesare on fi-
re, this was one technical
snag the loss-making airline

could have done without.

In a statement, Al said: “Al
173 from Delhi to San Franci-
seo on May 27 has returned to
Delhi due to a technical issue
in accordance with the laid
down procedures. The aireraft
landed safely and will undergo
technical inspection in line
with Air India’s safety stan-
dards. We regret the inconve-
nience caused to the passeng-
ersandaremakingalternative
arrangements to fly them to
their destination as soon as
possible... our ground teams
are providing all necessary as-
sistance to the passengers, in-
cluding refreshments, hotel
accommodation or reschedu-
ling as opted by them. The safe-

ty and well-being of passeng-
ers and crew remain Air Indi-
a's highest priority”

This is at least the second
time in just over two months
that an AT aircraft headed to
the west coast had to return to
the national capital after fly-
ingfor many hours,

On March 19, a Vancouver-
bound B777-200long range had
returned after nearly nine ho-
urs. The reason: Al's B777-300
extended range fleet had the
clearance to operate to Canada
and not the B777200 long
range versionthathad beenin-
advertently sent that daw.

Alsuffered ahugelosslast
fiscal and has significantly
reduced its flights.
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Altrimsflightsby

22%, IndiGo 7% Al trims ﬂlghtS by 22%...

amid costlier fuel

ADITYA RANGROO
TIUIIII'\'I HEWS SV ER
NEW DELHI, MAY 27
India's top airlines have
decided to reduce their
domestic operations from
June 1 for a period of three
months due to the sharp rise
in aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
costs following the outbreak
of the US-Iman war. Air India
has temporarily reduced 22
per cent of its domestic
flights as it prapples with the
impact of soaring fuel prices,
while IndiGo too has
announced reduction in
opemations by 5-7 per cent,
ATF arcounts for nearly 40
per cent of an airline's oper-
ating expenses. The decsion
comes two weeks after Tata
CONTINUED ON PAGE B

Group-owned A India
announced a 27 per cent reduc-
tion in its intemational opera-
tons duetoairspace restricbons
and hi gher jet fuel prices, which
have sharply increased operat-
ing costs for plobal airlines Air
India currently opertes over
4400 fliphts everyweek. includ-
ing armound 3,600 domestic and
800 intemational services, “In

continuation of our previousky

announced  adjustments Lo
sdert  international services
betwesn June and August 2006,
we have temporanby  matio-
natlised opergtions on certain
domestic mutes dunng the
sameperiod with areducionin
frequencies on select moutes”
Air Tndia sard ina statement.,
Air Indin will continue to
maonitor demand and operat-
ing conditions closely, with a
view o restonng frequencies

a5 conditions  stahilise” the
statement added The airline
will temporanly suspend oper-
ations onroutes, moudmg Del-
hi-Chirago,  Delhi-Newarlk,
Mumbai-New  York, Delhi-
Shanghal, Chennai-Singapore,
Mumbai-Dhaka and Delhi-
DMale till Aupust,

Acconding o data issued by
Singapore Aidines Group inits
annual financial report for 025
26, Air India’s loss forthe finan-
cil vear ending Mamch 2026
stood at more than 3GD 3.56
billion {(ower Hs 26700
crore ) IndiGo, meamwhile, said
it would reduce 57 per cent of
its domestic operations, An air-
line soume sad occupancy lev-
els were tsually lower i the
months following school holi-
days and the arrline would cut
operations from June | inantic-
ipation of weaker demand.
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