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AAI ‘fixes’ design flaw
at new airport terminal

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: In a last-minute
manoeuvre, the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) has
been able to temporarily tide
over an architectural design flaw
in the newly constructed termi-
nal building of the Jayprakash
Narayan International (JPNI)
airport here, by removing a par-
tition, separating the interna-
tional and domestic departure
lounge, to provide passengers
access to the staircase in the
security hold area (SHA), before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurates it on May 29, said
people aware of the matter on
Monday.

Unlike most airports in India,
the new terminal building of
Patna airport does not have
staircase alongside escalators to
connect the three levels of the
building through the SHA.

The design flaw was detected
recently at inspection stage,
when final clearances through
the Directorate General of Civil
Awiation (DGCA) and the Bureau
of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
were in process. The matter was
urgently flagged with Sikka
Associate Architects (SAA), New
Delhi, responsible for its archi-
tectural design, said a senior
functionary requesting anonym-
ity. Two revised design plans
were sent to accommodate a
staircase in the domestic SHA
from the exterior side of the
building, said the official.

“There was an access issue
earlier to the staircase in the

:

Jayprakash Narayan International airport

domestic departure SHA. We
resolved it last Friday (May 23)
by removing a partition inter-
nally, which now provides
access to two separate staircases
in the SHA. There is one stair-
case now for access through the
international departure lounge
and another for the domestic
lounge. The domestic side (pas-
senger) circulation issue of
accessibility through staircase in
SHA has been resolved,” said
Ashwani Kumar, project
director of the Sikka Associate
Architects, handling the Patna
airport project.

Earlier, passengers could
access the base and mezzanine
floors of the domestic departure
lounge only through the eight
lifts and two sets of escalators
available in the SHA of the
domestic departure lounge. As
such, any last-minute change in
the boarding gate of passengers,
necessitating their movement
from the mezzanine to the base
floor of the departure lounge, or
in case of any exigency like fire,
could cause chaos. Some passen-
gers, averse to step on the escala-
tor, also prefer staircase, said

SOURCED PIC

officials. The mezzanine floor of
the domestic departure lounge
provides access to the passenger
boarding bridge (PBB) or the
aerobridge. Only one of the five
proposed aerobridges would be
functional initially, The other
four were expected in the next
six months, said officials.

There were also issues with
water leakage at level II of the
inline baggage scanning system
inside the terminal building.
Besides, water supply issues also
remained to be sorted out in
some washrooms inside the ter-
minal. AAl also awaits security
clearance of the commercial
area floor plan of the terminal
building from the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, as it rushes
through last-minute prepara-
tions ahead of the inauguration.

AAI had also flagged a dis-
crepancy in the gate nomencla-
ture of the new integrated termi-
nal building. While the depar-
ture gates were clearly labelled
as DI, D2, D3, and so on, the
arrival gates were marked as 1A,
2A, and so on, instead of Al, A2
to ensure consistency and clarity
for passengers.
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After Delhi and Mumbai,
Turkey-based Celebi takes
legal battle to Madras HC

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELRI, MAY 27

AFTER MOVING the Delhi High
Court and the Bombay High
Court, Turkey-headquartered
airport ground handling major
Celebi has now knocked on the
doors of the Madras High Court
as part of its legal battle against
Indian aviation authorities and
airports following the revocation
of its security clearance in India
— a key market — and the con-
sequent termination of its con-
tracts by various Indian airports.
One of Celebi's Indian sub-
sidiaries —Celebi GSChennai Pyt
Ltd — has filed two arbitration
applications and a request for in-
terim measures against the
Airports Authority of India{ AAI)
before the Madras High Court
against the termination of its
contract at the AAl-operated
Chennai International Airport.
*_.our subsidiary, Celebi GS
Chennai Pvt Ltd, 100 per cent of
whose capital belongs to our
company, filed two arbitration
applications with a request for
interim measures against the
AAI at the High Court of Judica-
ture at Madras on 26.05.2025
and 27,05.2025 regarding the
unjust unilateral termination of
the Ground Handling Conce-
ssion Agreement regarding
CGSC's operations in Chennai
International Airport due to the
cancellation ofthe security per-
mitof CGSC by the Civil Aviation

& TheIndianEXPRESS

CELEBI'S CHENNAI
UNIT SEEKS RELIEF

B One of Celebi’s Indian
subsidiaries — CelebiGS
ChennaiPvtLtd —has
filed twoarbitrationapp-
lications and a request for
interim measures against
the AirportsAuthority of
India (AAI)before the
MadrasHigh Court
against the termination
of its contract at the
AAl-operated Chennai
International Airport

Security Bureau of the Ministry
of Civil Aviation of India on the
grounds that it poses a threat to
national security,” parent com-
pany Celebi Hava Servicisaid ina
regulatory filing inIstanbul.
The lawsuits follow cases
filed by three other Celebisub-
sidiaries — Celebi Airport
Services India, CelebiDelhiCargo
Terminal Management India,
and Celebi Nas Airport Services
India — before the Delhi HC and
the Bombay HC against the se-
curity clearance revocation and
the resultant cancellation of
Celebi contracts by the operators
of Delhi and Mumbai airports.
Amid the backlash in India
over Turkey's support for Pakis-
taninthe India-Pakistan conflict,
India's aviation security regula-
tor BCAS on May 15 revoked the

Wed, 28 May 2025

security clearance of an Indian
arm — Celebi Airport Services
India — of Celebi on grounds re-
lated to*national security” with
immediateeffed. The revocation
also applies to other associate
entities of CelebiinIndia. Thisled
to Indian airports terminating
their contracts with Celebi group
companies. Defending itself,
Celebi AirportServices India said
that it is “truly an Indian enter-
prise” led and managed by
Indian professionals, and is "not
a Turkish organisation by any
standard”,

Celebi, which operated
through five unitsat nineIndian
airports,ischallenging the revo-
cation of its security clearance
andthe resultant cancellationof
contracts by the airports before
various courts. Celebi has argued
before the courts that the revo-
cation of its security clearance
was in violation of due proce-
dure and natural justice as the
Centre suddenly cancelled the
clearance without notice and
any opportunity for the com-
pany to makeits case. Onitspart,
the government has argued that
it can exercise its plenary pow-
ers in theinterest of national se-
curity and aviation security.

The DelhiHC reservedits or-
derinthe case, while a vacation
bench of the Bombay HC granted
temporary relief by restraining
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd from finalising the tender to
replaceCelebi's unittill the mat-
ter is heard by the regular court.

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77: @
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Delhi clears Rs 9 cr tender for

6 new air monitoring stations
AWAITS NOCS FOR THE ARTIFICIAL RAIN PROJECT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment has cleared a tender
for installing six new air quality
monitoring stations at a total
cost of nearly Rs 9 crore and
applied for NOCs for the arti-
frcial rain project.

Environment  Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said the
tenders for these moniloring
stations have been approved
and the setup work will begin
soon. “Now that the tender
process ts complele, these sta-
tions will be installed in the
coming months” he stated.

Each station is expected 1o
cost around Bs 1.5 crore, taking
the total expenditure to nearly
Rs 9 crore. With this addition,
the number of air quality mon-
itoring stations in the capital
will rise to 46.

To boost the city’s air qual-
ity surveillance, the Delhi gov-
ernment, in its 2025-26 budget,

announced the installation of

six new air quality monitor-
ing stations at key locations,
including INU, IGNOU, and

Delhi Cantonment.

Meanwhile, providing an
update on the artificial rain
project, Sirsa said the gov-
ernment is committed to
ensuring more clean air days
during 1?11: winter season and
15 aclw::l}r wurl-u'.ng to reduce
pollution levels. The environ-
ment department has applied
for No Objection Certifi-
cates (NOCs) and is currently
receiving queries from various
departments, including the
Ministry of Defence, regard-
ing the proposal

The government needs
NOCs from 13 key depart-
ments, including the Director-

ate General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA), the Ministry of

Defence, the Adrports Author-
ity of India {AAL). and others
for the trial 1o

Girsa added that a trial for
artificial rain is likely to be con-
ducted in June, coinciding with
the anset of the monsoon, in
Outer Delhi areas, possibly
toward the Delhi-Sonepal
border.

Earlier, officials said that
the government plans to con-
duct five cloud-seeding trials,
each involving aircrafl opera-
tions lasting between one to
one-and-a-hall hours, These
trials will be carried out on sep-

‘I suitable weather
is observed, we
may conduct all five
trials within a week
or with gaps of a
day or two'

arate days and may take place
in quick succession, depending
on weather conditions.

“If suitable weather is
observed, we may conduct all
five trials within a week or with
gaps of a day or two. The sched-
ule will depend on cloud avail-
ability," an official said.

IIT Kanpur is overseging
the entire project — from plan-
ning to execution -- and will
select trial siles based on scien-
tific and logistical parameters.

The Delhi Cabinet
approved the Rs 321 crore
project on May 7, with Rs 2.75
crore allocated for the irials at
R 55 lakh per trial. AGENCIES
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Canopy at IGIA’'s Terminal
1 partially collapses amid

heavy rains

TDG NETWORK
HEW DELH|

The canopy at the arrival
forecourt of the Delhi air-
port’s Terminal 1 partially
collypsed on Sunday morn-
ing due to heavy rainsand
strong winds, according to s
source, The revamped Termi-
nal 1{11) was recently opened
for flight operations at the nia-
tional capital's Indira Gandhi
Intermabtonal Afrport ([GLA),
which is also the country's
largest and hysiest airport,
I a statement, airport op-
erator DIAL said that as a
part of the design's natural re-
sponse fo extreme conditions
and o prevent excessive wi-
ter retention, a section of the
external tensile fabrie at the
T1 arrival forecourt adjusted
under pressure, therelny aid-
ing in water dispersal. ‘The
Delhi International Airport
Lid {DIAL} also said there

was no structural compro-
mise or impact to other parts
ol the terminal. The state-
ment did not directhy men-
tion ahout the canopy col-
lapse,

“Swilt action was taken by
the ground teams to restare
normal conditions, ensur-
ing salety and continuity of
operations with minimal
dirruption.” if said.

The source said the canopy
al the arrival forecour of T1
partially collapsed and no
ane was injured,

As many as 49 flights,
including 17 international
flights, were diverted at the
airport between 11:30 pm
on Saturday and 4 am on
Sunday, a source said carlier
in the daw. In the statement,
DTAL =and the national capi-
lal experienced an intenss
thunderstorm aceompanied
by heavy rainfall during the
intervening might of May 24

Adverse weather forces 49 flight
diversions at IGI Airport

TDG- IIE'I'H“HI

Fu!luwing heavy rain ac-
companied by strong winds
in Uhe natiorml capitalin the
cary hours of Sunday, 49
flights, including 17 interna-
tiomal Mights, were diverted
bebweren 1130 prand 4 s,

“Due to adverse weather
conditions in Delhi, 49
Mights were diveried be-
tween 11:30 pm and 4 am.,
Normal servioes restored,”
Deethi Adrport sources said.

49 Mighis included 17 in-
ternational flights, Adrport
sornrees o ded,

The Delli Airport issued a
passenper advisory at O6:30
am on Sunday,

In a post on X, Delhi Air-
port stated, "Due to adversze
weather conditions last
night, some flights have
been impacted. Passengers
are advised w check their
Right status regularly and
stav in touch with zirline
staff for updates. Our on-

ground teams are diligenthy
working with all stake hold-
ers toensurea seambess and
efficient passenger ex peri-
ence”

Meanwhile, the temipera:
ture dropped hy 8 to 10
degrees Celzius from 31 to
22 degrees Celsius, as seen
from Lodhi Hoad data.

The temperature fell he-
tween L:15 am (o 02:30am
today morning due to the
thunderstorm,

In the Safdarjung Airport
the lemperature dropped
fromm AL0PC to 2L.0°C. In the
Palam Airport from 29.0°C
1o 220°C, In Pusait fell from
31.8°C 1o 20.5"C, In Pragati
Maidan temperature fell
from 31.4°C to 21.3°C. In
Lodhi Road temperature
dropped from 31,0°C to
bl g el

In the past 24 hours, rain-
fall vver Delhi obeerved at
0830 hrs 15T today at Lo-
dhi Road was 9.6 mm, at
Aya Nagar it was 370 mm,

al Safdarjung it was 81.4
mm, Palam reported 685
mm, and Ridge reported
601 mm.

Areas allected include
Maoti Bagh, Minto Hoad,
and near Delhi Airport Ter-
minall. Visuals from Dellds
Minlo Road showed a car
submerged due to severe
waterlogging caused by the
heavy rainfall, Clearance
work was carried out al the
Akhar Road after several
trees fell due to storms and
heavy rainfall kst night in
the BCR.

Severe waterlngging was
witnessad i several parts of
Delhi after the heavy rains.
T'raffic congestion and show
vehicular movement were
witnessed ol Dhaula Kuan.

Severe waterlogging was
witnessed in Nanakpura
Underpass following heavy
rammfall, The heavy rain
accompanied by thunder-
storms also lashed several
parts of Harvana's [hajjar.
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Replacement
of Celebi: HC

restrains MIAL

Urvi Mahajani
WLMBA]

The Bombay High Court on
Menday passed an interim
order restraining Mumbai
International Airport Limited
(MIAL) from taking a final
decision on tenders invited on
May 7 to replace Turkish firm
Celebi for ground and bridge
handling services at the inter-
national airport here.

The court said no final deci-
sion shall be taken on the
tenders till the pleas by Celebi
are heard in June. Celebi Nas
Airport Services India Pvt Ld
filed three separate petitions
before the court. The com-
pany termed the revocation of
security cleamnce and termi-
nation of its concession agree-
ments as arbitrary

The petitions challenge the
cancellation of securitv clear-
ance by the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS),
which the company claims led
to the immediate and unila-
eral termination of its conces-
sion agreement with MIAL
Celebi has sought suspension
and annulment of the BCAS
decision, and has named the
Union of India, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation,
BCAS, Afrports Authoity of
India, and the Regional Office
of Civil Aviation (Mumhai) as
respondents,
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HC stops Mum airport from
hiring Celebi's replacement

Interim relief for
Turkish ground
handling firm till its
case is heard against
contract termination
Karuna Nidhi

karunanidhi@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay high
court on Monday granted
interim relief to the Indian sub-
sidiary of the Turkish ground-
handling firm Celebi Aviation
Holding by issuing directions to
the Mumbai International Air-
port Limited (MIAL) to not take
any decision in extending tend-
ers to appoint a new company in
its place. The temporary relief is
to remain till the challenge
against its security clearance
revocation is heard before a reg-
ular bench after the vacation.

The firm on May 22 had filed
three petitions in the court, chal-
lenging the Indian government's
revocation of its security clear-
ance which resulted in the termi-
nation of its agreement at Mum-
bai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport
(CSMIA). The petition urged the
court to issue directions to
restrain the airport authorities
from appointing a new company
in its place.

o

¥
aat

after the government revoked its security clearance.

The petition was filed days
after the Adani Group-led MIAL,
which operates CSMIA, termi-
nated its agreement with Celebi
and appointed the Kolkata-based
firm Indo Thai Airport Services
on a temporary basis for three
months until it finalises a long-
term partmer.

CSMIA was among several
airports across the country that
terminated their agreements
with Celebi earlier this month.
This was after the Bureau of Civil
Ayiation Security (BCAS), India's
top aviation security regulator,
revoked the Turkish firm's secu-
rity clearance, effectively barring
it from continuing its operations
in Indian airports. The decision,
according to BCAS, was taken in

nn.luj"-

MIAL terminated its agreement w1th Celebi earlier this mnnth

SATISH BATEHT

view of “national interests”.

While the official reasons
were not detailed, the move fol-
lows heightened diplomatic ten-
sions. Turkey recently backed
Pakistan and condemned India’s
counter-terrorism strikes in Pak-
istan and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir following the Pahalgam
terror attack in April.

In response to the revocation,
Celebi’s Indian subsidiary issued
a statement distancing itself
from political or national affilia-
tions. “We are not a Turkish
organisation by any standard
and adhere fully to globally
accepted practices of corporate
governance, transparency and
neutrality, with no political affili-
ations or links to any foreign

government or individuals,” the
company said.

Celebi filed three separate
lawsuits, two of which chal-
lenged MIAL's revocation of its
contract on the grounds of secu-
rity clearance. The third plea is
filed against BCAS, which states
that the agency's decision was
procedurally erroneous.

On May 16, Celebi had filed a
similar petition in the Delhi high
court, even as aviation officials
said that airport operations
nationwide continued without
disruption as alternative
arrangements were imple-
mented. In its plea, the company
said that BCAS's decision to
revoke its clearance by merely
citing national security, without
specific justification, was
“wvague” and “unsustainable in
law™

Celebi Aviation has had a sig-
nificant presence in India’s avia-
tion sector. Since entering the
Indian market via Mumbai Air-
port, the company has expanded
to nine airports across the coun-
try. These include Mumbai,
Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Cochin, Kannur, Goa,
and Ahmedabad. The firm's
Indian operations cover a wide
range of services, including pas-
senger assistance, flight opera-
tions, cargo handling, ware-
house management and bridge
operation services.
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Laser beam strikes flight during arrival at city airport

The Emirates flight from Dubai, however, landed safely. Five instances of such laser beam interference, which is categorised under ‘dangerous and hazardous incidents, were reported this month

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

round 8.15 p.m. on
ASunday. as an Emi-
rates B777-300

flight from Dubai was mak-
ing its descent to the city
airport, a green laser light
struck the aircraft.

The pilot immediately
reported the incident to
the Air Traffic Control

(ATC), who informed the
police.

A day prior to this inci-
dent, a Gulf Air flight faced
the same issue. In the
month of May alone, there
were five instances of laser
beam interference expe-
rienced by flights landing
at the Chennai airport,
making it difficult for pilots
to manoeuvre the aircraft.

“When the flight was
around six nautical miles
away from touchdown, the
pilot encountered the is-

The International

sue and reported it to the
ATC. The flashing of the
laser stopped abruptly,
and the flight landed safely
at the 25-end (Guindy end)
of the main runway,” a
source said.

Laser beam interfe-
rence is dangerous and ca-
tegorised under ‘hazar-
dous incidents'.

Serious concern

Civil
Aviation Organisation
(ICAO) has underscored

Potential hazard: In 2023, 144 cases of laser interference were
reported during landing and take-off in the country. FILE PHOTO

the seriousness of this is-
sue, especially when it oc-
curs during critical phases
of flight such as landing,

approach and take-off, and
how it could impact the pi-
lot. The Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation, in its

National Aviation Safety
Plan 2024-2028, said:
“Aiming a laser at an air-
craft, especially during ap-
proach and landing, may
blind the flight crew and
lead to a loss of control
during a critical phase of
flight, potentially causing a
serious incident/accident.
Public awareness is essen-
tial for preventing the oc-
currence of such
incidents.”

In 2023, 144 cases of las-
er interference were re-

ported during landing and
take-off in the country.

‘Difficult to trace’
“It is also difficult to trace
and locate the individuals
in such cases. We can only
raise awareness, which we
have been consistently do-
ing. We keep highlighting
the issue in the Airfield En-
vironment Management
Committee meetings as
well,” a source said.
Usually, there are just
one or two instances of

these incidents, but wed-
dings or other events can
lead to an increase in such
cases, according to
sources.

“From toys to small-
scale events, access to las-
ers have become so com-
mon. The only thing we
can do is sensitise people
to its adverse impact on air-
craft. Moreover, the use of
laser beam lights should be
barred within the vicinity
of the airport,” another
source said.
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HC halts MIAL
tender move on
Celebi’s plea

Mumbai: Bombay HC's vaca-
tion bench on Monday re-
strained Mumbai Internation-
al Airport Ltd (MIAL) from
making a final decision on
bids invited on Mayv 17 to re-
place a Turkiye-based compa-
nv's Indian arm for ground
and bridge handling services,
reports Swati Deshpande.
The decision will remain in ef-
fect till a regular bench, after
reopening, hears the chal-
lenge raised by the entity to its
security elearance revocation.

On May 15, BCAS, citing se-
curity concerns, had revoked
the elearance granted to Celebi
Airport Services. Celebi Air-
port Services India and Celebi
Delhi Cargo Terminal Manage-
ment India then petitioned Del-
hi HC. Last week, Celebi NAS
Airport Services India Pvt Ltd
approached Bombay HC
against the revocation.
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80 flights hit, runway shut thrice; ATC
debuts low visibility take-off protocol

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Roughly 80 flight
arrivals and departures were
likely affected by heavy rain
atthecity airportduring mor-
ning peak hours on Monday
Visibility dropped below the
minimum threshold during
the period, forcing the run-
way to be shut for landings
thrice for short durations.
Sources said that there
was norain-related cancella-
tion, and that two Air India

flights to Mumbai were di-

verted—one from Ahmed-
abad was sent back and the
other, from Goa, was sent to
Indore. The morning disrup-
tion had a cascadingeffecton
flight schedules and delays
continued through the daw
According to Flightradar24,
arrivals and departures we-
redelayed by anaverageof 45
minutes inthe evening.

To reduce such delays in
departures during heavy ra-
in, the city airport’s air traffic
control on Monday morning
debuted a new procedure un-
der which it permits take-off
in low visibility conditions,
The procedure was tested bet-
ween 7.30am and 10.30am
when dense cloud cover and
rainfall led to low visibility
Despite the inclement weat-
her, Mumbai airport handled
50 departures. However, since
landings continue to follow
the standard visibility norms,
only 28 flights could land du-
ring those three hours of mor-
ning peak hour traffic,

Called 'low visibility take

Pics: Agencies

WHEN INFRA CRUMBLES, IT'S TOUGH TO GO WITH THE FLOW

Amid probe, no
contractor keen
on Mithi clean-up

Mumbai: The ongoing poli-
ce probe into alleged irregu-
larities in Mithi river’s desil-
ting contracts has had afallo-
ut—there is no contractor to
finish the work and many are
hesitant to come forward wit-
hout clarity ordirection, said
BMC officials. The river,
which snakes through some
of the most flood-prone pock-
ets of the city such as Kurla,
Saki Naka and Bandra East,
is erucial to the city's storm-
water management system,
but only 53% of it has been
desilted. “Given the urgency,
we will need to bring in anew
agency to get this work done
onawar footing. But the ong-
oing police investigation has
slowed us down,” said a se-
nior BMC official. The river
is choked with siltand garba-
ge,and itsdiminished capaci-
ty had triggered widespread
flooding during intense rain
inthe past. —Richa Pinto

off” (LVTQ0), the procedure re-
duces the minimum runway
visibility required to take off
from Mumbai airport from
the standard 550m to 400m.
This means departures can
continue till visibility drops
below 400m. The minimum vi-
sibility for landings at Mum-
baicontinues to be 550m.
“Early this vear, the Mum-

bai air traffic control, along
with the airport operator, for-
mulated the procedures for
LVTO, and Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation granted
clearance. On Monday mor-
ning, we gotan opportunity to
implement it. Visibility fell
below 550m thrice for 5-10 mi-
nutes each during the mor-
ning peak hours,” said an av-

iation source. “Typically
flights coming in to land are
given priority over flights wa-
itingtotake off. Onrainy days,
then, departure flights end up
with longer delays than arri-
vals, With the implementa-
tion of LVTO, the duration of
delays in departures can be
cut down when visibility falls
below 550m,” the source said,
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Canopy partially collapses
at airport amid heavy rain

ASflights diverted dueto extremeweather

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MW DELHT, SLAY 25
Asectionof the canopy ot Ter-
minal 1 of Dethi's Indira
Gamdhi International (TGI)
Alrpart mllapsed early on
!\'l,l.ru'lll],' marming after thun
derstorm and hesvy min bat-
tered thi nofional capital.
The inculent was captumed
in wrlen, showing o portion
af the terminal's tensile over
hang buckling under pres-
s, withwater gushing onto
the pavernent below
Accorhing tn the arport
suthorities, the city remrded
wing spesds of T0-80 kmvh
an] B i ol ruin within 45
minutes arceind 2 oam
In a statement, the Delhi
Alrport durified, "As port of
the thegipn's nafiral
mesponst o extreme cond b
tions and to preswent exees
sive water retent ion, i section
af the extemal tengile lalne
al the T1 Armnval foreeourt
adjusted under pressure,
thereby aiding in water dis-
persal There was no st
al compmmise ar impad o
other parts ol the terminal,'
D to the extremee wenther,
4B Mights, induding 17 inter-
muatiomad Mighls wispe diveried
fromtheDelh Alrpot Opeor-
tions were bricfly dizrupted,
bt the airport manogement

Awviden grab shows o secion of the canopy damaged at Terminal
1 oftha Indra Gandhi International (61 Arport in Delhi.

ernphasicer] that the gituation
was quickly broughl under
oontm], Ground tearns repert
cdly meponded  swiftly to
muangge the situstion. ensir-
i safety and reaming oper-
atiomawath rntmal delays
The storm alm led 1o
severe waterlogEing ooross

several parts of Delhi,
including the busy Minto
Road aren, where visupis
ghiwed mrs submerged in
Hoodwaters. Traffic conpes
tion ool slow-moving vehi-
cles were reported from var-
iz comers of the oty
throughout the moming.
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Indian mangoes make a splash in London, NY

In April, Air India flew 1,000 tonnes of seasonal treat to Europe, US, Japan, Middle East

VINEETA PANDEY
MEW DELHI, MAY 26

From gourmel grocers tn
Mew York to the vibranit
woekend markeis in
London, Indian mangoes
are making waves workd-
wide, Due to their high
demand, this seasonal
treat has quickly grown to
Bscowme one of Alr [ndin's
mo#t calebratied cargo seg-
ments, with shipments
taking ofl il i 2l over
the world and making a
big splash in cities such as
Toronto, San Francisco,

Franklied, Tul::. o Enid
Swilney, nnwng others

In April, Afr India trans-
ported close fo 1000 tonnes
ol fresh Il mErgnoes 1o
sowernl  countries in
Europa, MNorth America
and the Middle East,

“Perishable movement
has seen a significant
Increase this past year,
mungoes being one of the
more conspicunis axam:
ples. We continue to make
investmeEnts o enhancing
our cold-chirin infrastruc
ture, streamlining
processes at key airports

and strengthening our
partnerships whth
exporters to make Air
India the preferred choloe
for Mresh cargo,” #ald
Ramesh Mamidala, homd
of cargo, Air India
Oifiekals sabd Adr Indka is
Iachlitating this conmectbon
between mango farms In
the hinterlands of Indis
and international demands
by transporting popular
varieties like the Alphonso
Mrom  Maharashira  and
Safeds and Dyssehed from
Uttar Pradesh. More than
75 per ceni of thess man-

EoeE ur|g|l1a'|1' LR kil
Western  India and are
florwm to 43 diestinations in
i1 countries across five
oontiments vin Alr Indk’s
extensive ro nmetwork,
the airline smid. The key
elessidneil o e e U tesd
Kingdom, United States of
America, Canada. United
Arab Emirates, Germany
aml the Nethertnnids

In order to maintain
freshness of muangoes at
the h--:shl ol 000K feed,
Alr India uses a wall-man
aged cold chain aml some
astute cargo  handling

Mangoes are kep! In toim
perature-controlled
APEDA-certified facilities
prior o takeofl, ensuring
that they are at their
freshest right out of the
farm. Onee ai the airport.
thiermal blankets and eool
dollies ensure the [rail
stays chilled as it moves
across the iarmac and into
thie beelly of the alreraft

“Our toamg  handle
mango shipments with
the same precision amd
care vou'd reserve lor del-
icate glassware,” said Mr
Mamidaln,
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Gangwal, family trust

oftfload 5.7% stake in
IndiGo forX11,564 cr

SAMIE MODAK
Mumbai, 27 May

InterGlobe Awiation Lid
(IndiGo) cofounder Rakesh
Gangwal and his family trast
on Tuesday officadeda s 72per
centstake inIndia’s largestair-
linethrough a block deal worth
T11.564 crore (5139 billion),
according toexchange filings.

Gangwal and The Chinker-
poo Family Trust sold a com-
bined 221 million shares at
¥5.232.5 each in one of the lar-
gest secondary-market trans-
actions everexecuted in India.
Theofering wasupsized from
an initial 132 million shares
amid strong investordemand,
people familiar with the
meatter said.

While the identities of the
buyers were not disclosed,
sources indicated that the
shareswere picked upby a mix
ofdomestic mutual finds and
long-only foreign funds.

IndiGo shares declined
nearly 2 per cent on Tuesday
to close at ¥5,313 following the
zale. Prior to the teansaction,

Taking off
InterGlobe Aviation
(Share price in )

&0
53132
5450
Ga00

4150

1500

D 31, 24

May 27, 25

Source: Blommberg

Gangwal held about 135 per
cent in the low-cost carrier.
Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stan-
ley, and JPMorgan were the
investment bankere that man-
aged the share zale.

The stock has surged 16.7
per cent =0 far this vear, out-
pacing the 5 per cent gain in
the NSE Nifty 50 index,
buoyed by robust eamings
momenium.  TumtoPage&p

Most analysts have a ‘buy’ call on IndiGo

IndiGo is currently trading ar about 24
times is projected 12-month forward
earnings.

“If ol prices remain at 265 per barrel, it
could lead to profit before tax (PET) being
40 per cent higher (assuming no changes
o ylelds)," JPMorgan analysts wrote In a
recent note. “This could offset the
negative PRT impact from — 1. lower do-
mesthc traffic (-15 per cent), 2. longer inter-
national flights (-7 per cent), and 3. a
scenario where 50 per cent of code-share

revenues (2.5 per cent of total) get lm-
pacted (-20 per cent).”
According to Bloomberg conseisus &s-
tmates, IndiGo's stock price is expected to
climb to ¥5 9365 over the next 12 months.
A todal of 19 analysts have a "buy” call on
the stock and two have a "sell” call.
Tuesday’s stake sale s the latest ina
series of divestments by Gangwal and his
family. In August 2023, Gangwal and his
rrust offloaded a 583 per cent stake via
block deals for about ¥10,500 crore. Ear-

lier. In March that year. he had sold
another & per cent for ¥6,786 crore. His
wife Shobha Gangwal sold a 3 per cent
stake for 2802 crore in August 2023,
whille a 4 per cent stake was sold for ¥2,.000
crore in February. In September 2022, the
family had sold a 2.8 per cent stake for
about 2,000 crore.

Gangwal had resigned from IndiGo's
board on February 18, 2022, declaring he
would gradually pare his holding over
five years.
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Lenders plan
fresh auction
of Go First’s
Thane land

The airline had filed for voluntary insolvency in May 2023,
and in January 2025, the NCLT ordered the liguidation of
Go First on the request of its commmittes of creditors

HARSH HUMAR
New Dedhi 27 May

Fimancial creditors to defunct
alrline Go Flrst are set o auc-
tlon by next month its land
parcels in Thane to recover
dues of around €£2,000 crore.

These land plots, o be
auctioned for a third time. are
collateral for loan exposures.

*The lenders are In talks
with reputed bullders who
have ehown an interest inac-
quiring the Thane land ascet,
which enhances the pros-
pects for full recovery. Addl-
tionally, there are arbitration
proceadings going on Lo Sin-
gapore and some other coln-
tres related to  the
contractual disputes with en-
gine suppliers. These arblira-
tion OUICOMYES could
potentially support the resol-
uthon process further,” said a
senlor banking official.

The official added the
lenders were considering a re-
laxation of some eligibility
criteria because the existing
rules had made it difficult to
sell the land parcels.

“Auctioning larpe parcels
poses 115 own challenges.”
he added.

Public-sector bank Cen-
tral Bank of India has taken
possession of immovable
properiies of g4, 71 acres abui-
ting Ghodbunder Road,
Thane, on behalf of Bank of
Baroda, [DB] Bank, and irself.
The land is io the name of
Widla Reality Private Lrd.

Central Bank of India,
Bank of Baroda and 1DBI

Bank are some of the secured
creditors to the alrline, with
admitted claims of 1934
crore, T1744 crore, and
L 7scrore, respectively

“Learning from past aue-
tions, this fme we are plan-
nlng o adopt & imore
aggressive approach with
our roadshows.” sald the
bank executive.

An emall sent to the three
lenders  remained un-
answered untll the tme of
ooing to press.

“In addition to forusing
on major bullders that have
the capacity to take over the
lanedd, we are looking at
smaller bullders. So far, we've
received an encouraging in-
1erest from them. We hope to
recover a partion of the dues,
which will then be dis-
tributed among the lenders in
proportion to thelr loan expo-
sures," sald the official.

The airline had filed for
voluntary insolvency ln May
2023 and on January 11 this
yvear the Natjional Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) ordered
its liquidarion on the request
of Its commilttes of creditors
(CoC), which is a group of
lenders that work together to
decide the future of a bor-
rower s debt.

That ended the 20-month-
long Insolvency proceadings,

The lenders have fully
provided for credlt exposure
1o the airline in line with
regulatory requirements for
taking over assers for resol-
urion under the Insolvency
and Bankmiptey Code.
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Rakesh Gangwal, Fémily Trust Sell
5.72% in IndiGo Parent for Z11,564 cr

Our Bureau

Mumbai: In one of the largest
block deals in recent times, Inter-
Globe Aviation co-founder Ra-
kesh Gangwal and his family have
sold shares worth ¥11,564 crore on
Tuesday, The promoters sold 2.21
crore shares of InterGlobe, Indi-
go’s parent, comprising a 5.72%
stake in India’s largest airline.

The total offering was increa-
sed to 2.21 crore shares, from
the initially planned 1.32 crore
shares.

Gangwal sold 2210 lakh shares,
while the Chinkerpoo Family
Trust, associated with his family, of-
floaded 1.99 croreshares in theblock

deal on NSE. The exchange disclo-
sure did not identify the buyers.

According to the term sheet is-
sued on Monday, the shares were
offered at a floor price of 5,175
apiece —a4.5% discount to Indi-
Go'sclosing priceof ¥5,4200n the
NSE as of May 26.

As of March 31, 2025, the Gangwal
family held a13.53% stake in the air-
line. Following the latest transac-
tion, Gangwal and his family's sta-
ke has been reduced to 7.81%. The
stake sale is part of a phased exit
strategy by Gangwal and his family
from the company, which he co-fo-
unded with Rahul Bhatia in 2006.
Three years ago, the family’s hol-
ding stood at nearly 37%.

Gangwal stepped down from Indi-

interGlobe Aviation

Share Price on BSE (3)
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Go's board in February 2022 and
publicly announced plans to gra-
dually reduce his stake. Since then,
the family has been steadily paring
its shareholding. In August 2024,
they sold a 5.25% stake for 79,549
crore, following an earlier sale of a

58% stake in 2024 that fetched
76,786 crore. In August 2023, Shob-
ha Gangwal fully exited by selling
her 4% stake for 22,944 crore.

The stake sale by Gangwal and
family on Monday is one of the
largest secondary market deals
in recent times. On May 16, Sing-
apore Telecommunications
(Singtel) sold 7.1 crore shares in
Bharti Airtel for ¥13,221 crore.
The most significant block trade
ever executed in India’s seconda-
ry market was in March 2023,
when British American Tobacco
Plc (BAT) offloaded a 3.5% stake
in I'TC for 17,485 crore.

In June last year, Vodafone Gro-
up sold an18% stake in India’s In-
dus Towers for 15,300 crore.
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Gangwal, family trust offload
5.72% in IndiGo for¥11,564 cr

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA

INTERGLOBE AVIATION PRO-
MOTER Rakesh Gangwal and his
family trust on Tuesday trimmed
their holdings by divestinga 5.720
stakein the airline for¥11,564 crore
through open market transactions
A total of 22.1 million equity
shares were offloaded by Gangwal
andhisfamilytrust, the Chinkerpoo
Family Trust, whose trustees are
Shobha Gangwal and |F Morgan
Trust Company of Delaware,as per
the bulk deal data on the NSE
According to the data, Rakesh
Gangwal soid 2.21 million shares,or
0.56% stake, in InterGlobe Aviation.
I naddition, the Chinkerpoo Family
Trust disposed of neady 19.9 mil-
Lion shares in three tranches, repre-
senting a 5.15% holding in Guru-
gram-based InterClobe Aviation.
The shares officaded in the price
rangeof €5,230.99-5,235 31 apiece,
taking the combined transaction
value to ©11,563.79 crome, After the
latest transaction, Rakesh Gan gwal's
haolding in InterGlobe Awviation
declined to4.7% from 5.3 0% and
the Chinketpoo Family Trust's stake
dipped to 3.08% from 8.23%in
India’s largest airline IndiGo. Pro-
moter and oo-founder of IndiGo

PARING STAKE -

W After latest ':\ On Tuesday,
share sales, - shares of
Rakesh Gangwa 'L'Ji‘;f': Eell
holding in IndiGo B indiGo promoter and g
declined to 4. 7% eo-founder Rahul Bhatia, 2.08%
from 5.30% his family, and InterGlobe [T
and Chinkerpoo Enterprises promoted by

Family Trust's him awn a combined 15|307
to 3. o, [
S 3570% .. [P

Fahul Bhatia, his family and Bhatia
led InterGlobe Enterprises own a
combined 3 5.74% stake in the air-
line, Details of the buyens of Inter
Globe Aviation's shares could notbe
ascertained on the NSE.

On Tuesday, shares of Inter-
Globe Aviation fell 2.08% to dose
at¥5,307 apiece on the NSE

In August 2024, Rakesh Gang-
wial s familytrust solda 5. 2 4% stake
in theairline for ¥9,54%crore. Before
that, ithad sold shares in March. The
share sale is part of Gan gwal’s ded-
sion in February 2022 to trim his
shareholding aftera bitter fead with
Rahul Bhatia overalleged corpomte
povernance issues. Since February
2022, Gangwal and hiswife Shobha
Gangwal have been offl cading their

shares in IndiGo. Amid differences
with Bhatia, Ganpgwal, in February
2022, resigned from the board of
directorsoflnterGlobe Aviation, and
said that he would gradually reduce
his equity stake in the airline over
the next fiveyears,

Airline slapped with
12.76-crore penalties

Costoms  authorities have
imposed penalties totalling over
22.76 crore on IndiGo, which said it
will appeal against the ormders. Ina
repulatory filing, the aidine said the
communications regarding the
penalties were received by it from
Ahmedabad and Meenambakkam
authoritieson May 26and May27.
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Airline schedule
thrown out of gear

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAL

Many flyers at the Mumbai
airport were hit after
intense rains impacted the
schedule of airlines.

Multiple carriers
announced disruptions and
asked the passengers to
check their flights status
before leaving for the air-
port. While several interna-
tional airlines also suffered,
domestic  airlines  like
IndiGo, Air India and
Spicelet were majorly hit as
many of their flights
were scheduled in the
morning.

IndiGo, which operates
the maximum number of
domestic trips from the
Mumbai airport, announced
that several flights have
been impacted due to heavy
rains. “We are all hands on
deck to ensure that you
reach your destination
safely and as quickly as
possible” said the airline in
its travel advisory.

Meanwhile, Air India
asked its passengers to
check their flight status
before heading to the air-

port. Similarly, Spicelet
announced that the bad
weather will affect the

departures and arrivals.
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Rakesh Gangwal, family trust likely to
sell 3.4% stake in Inleo for 36,831 cr

FPJ News Service
MUMBA

IndiGo co-founder Rakesh
Gangwal will sell up toa 34%
stake in the low-cost carrier
through a block deal worth
nearly $803 million (Rs 6831
crore), news channel CNBC-
TV18 reported on Monday

Gangwal plans o sell the
shares at a floor price of 5175
rupees each, marking a 45%
discount from the stock’s
Monday close of 5420 rupees.

IndiGo was founded in 2006
by Gangwal and Rahul Bhatia
Gangwal, who currently
chairs the board of directors of
US budget carrier Southwest,
quit IndiGos board in 2022,
following a dispute with
Bhatiaover a change to certain
rules in the company’s articles
of association.

From a 36.6% stake in 2022,
Gangwal and his family have
been reducing their owner-
ship of Indige to a current
stake of 13.5%.

Investment banking firms

Goldman  Sachs  (India)
Securities Pvt Ltd, Morgan
Stanley India Company and J
P Morgan India are the place-
ment agents for the stake sale,
they added. Under the pro-
posed transaction, to be
executed on May 27, up o 1.32
crore equity shares will be
sold at a floor price of Rs 5,175
per share, as per the term

sheetaccessed by PTL

The sources said 132 crore
shares will amount to around
34 per cent stake in the com-
pany and the offer size, based
on the floor price, is pegeed at
around USD 803 million or
about Rs 6,831 crore.

The proposed share sale, to
be done in multiple tranches
on BSE and NSE, will be
entirely secondary in nature
and will not have any fresh
issuance of equity

As part of the deal struc-
ture, a 150-day lock-up period
will apply to the vendors and
their immediate relatives, bar-
ring one exception — they may
transfer shares worth at least
USD. 300 million o a single
investor or investor group
through a negotiated transac-
tion, subject to certain pricing
and lock-up conditions.
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IndiGo co-founder
offloads 5.7%
stakein airine

Syaney: The co-founder of
Indian airfire IndéCa, Rakesh
Gangwal, sold a 5.7 per cent
stabie in the low-mst carmier
through a block deal worth
about $1.36 billion, a term
sheet showed on Tuesday, The
shares weresold at Bs 52305
rupees each, the term sheet
seen by Reuters showed, ep-
resenting adiscount of 3.5 per
cenit o the company’s closing
pricean Maondisy, REUTERS
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Rakesh Gangwal
sells IndiGo shares
worth $1.35 billion

LIRS
TS

MLIMEAL

moter Kakesh Gangwal sold

sharesworth 8135 billion in
theaidine throwgha blocdeal
on Tuesday, sccording (o a
termshevt accessed by Mind.

Cm Momday, Mind reported
that Giangwal was expected to
sell shures worth 35008 million
wina hlock deal However, the
trunsaction size has since

I G co-founder and pro

provwTy, according to the lxiest
term sheet reviewed by A,

Unadder the updated terms,
Liangwal and his Chinkerpoo
Faomidv T'runst exfBoscesd 22 1 gmil
licxrushirres, oo 5. 7% stalas, b an
offer pricesal 15, 2530.5 per shane
in Intertilobe Aviation Lud,
which opormtes ndiCio, Incdin's
largest airline, This price
reflects a nearly 3.5% diseount
ton the stock's Monday closing
priceof 15,418 on the BSE

Following the block deal,
shares of the firm traded at
15,20 apicoe inopening deaks,
down from the

#

IndiGo co-foundear 2nd
promoter Rakesh Gangwal.  wt

minn Sachs declined to com

mient, while Cangwal, Morgan
Starriley Lrein and 1P, Morgin
India did oot immediately
respond o Mind's regquassts for
conmenl.

Ciangowiil hos been gradually
reshucing s stake o the airdine:
fullimwing o settlement agree
ment with co-founder Hidml
Bhati. He sold a 5.85% stake on
25 Mgt 20024, after offload
e anidentical stake on 1 April
g

Indizo reported 2 G2%surpne
in profit in the fourh quarer

ended  March,

provious close of - Gangwal has been  driven by a spike

1548 per sham gradually

imsmrtraved during

on the BSE on  peducing his stake  the Mahalumbh
Monclay. IndiCe's inthe :IEIineafter frstivarl im farmunry

.K]]_:Ill.‘.‘n: h.n':.' 2 sattlement ;IJ]L!].'I:IJITHJT}-.
raiyesdd ahorud 157 ith In its Tecenl
wver b past vear, agreement w enrmings call, the

Asol 30 March Rahul Bhatia company said i

2045, Gangwal e
hield 5 5.3% stuke
in the company, while the
Chinkerpoo  Family Trust
o] 205 % aceondings o BSE
bt Iy eoantrst, s of Novem
ber 205, Gangwal owned
16,895 eal Tl iCien, anel thee trust
held 15,6:4%, highlizhiing the
sipmificant reduction i their
coanitsined] haldings vver time.
Croldmom Sachs (India) Seou
rities Py, Morgan Hullir}
Lrnekin Cesened 14 Morzsan Indin
Pyt arrangend the trade. Gold

b dhamp-leased
six Boeing 757
widebody aimorall 1o suppon
intermaticnal expansion, with
o ilready deployved on the
Dedhi- Buamgrbeok route,
Theairline is alsobettingon
g asa major growt b ogipor
tumnity. lis mansgrement noted
that [ndin currently acoounts
fora single-digit share ofinter
mational air careo, indicating
sigmificant upedde potential
Eoranexrtended version of tic
afory, go o ivemint com.
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‘Delhi HC
has rejected
appeal of
KAL Au'wayi

NEW DELHI: Spice]et
on Monday said a divi-
sion bench of the Delhi
High Court has rejected an
appeal of KAL Afrwaysand
Kalanithi Maran seeking
damages of over Rs 1,300
crore and other claims.

In a regulatory filing,
the airline said KAL Air-
ways and Kalanithi Maran
initially sought damages of
muore than Rs 1,300 crore
during the arbitration
proceedings.

Maran and KAL Air-
wiks were former promot-
ers of Spicefet.

“These claims were
thoroughly examined and
subsequently rejected by
a panel of three retired

uﬁzrrm: Court ju.dg:s
Following this,

Airways and Kdlamlha
Maran appealed to the
single jis bench of the
Delhi High Court, seck-
ing the same amount in
damages, which was also
rejected by the court)”
it said,

According to the fil-
ing, the division bench
of Delhi High Court in
its order dated May 23
has dismissed the appeal
filed by KAL Airways and
Kalanithi Maran seeking
damages of more than
Rs 1,300 crore and other
claims.

“These assertions were
already previously rejected
by the Arbitral Tribu-
nal and then the Delhi
High Court," the aitline
said. 1]
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Rakesh Gangwal, family trust sell 5.7 per

cent stake in IndiGo for 311,559 crore

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Dalhi

Gangwal and his family trust on

Tuesday sold a 5.7 per cent stake in the

airline for abouot ¥11,559 crore (£1.36
billion ] through a block deal, according 1o
sources. Following the stake sale, shares of
InterGlobe Aviation slipped 230 per cent
ton trade at ¥5,300 gpiece on the NSE in late
afternoon trade.

Apart from Gangwal, the Chinkerpon
Family Trust, whose trustees are Shobha
Gangwal and JP Morgan Trust Company
nt']rll'l.gi'Tawa:c. has. aana;Ep:er.i.ci.patcd ir?ﬁm'r:
traneaction in the country’s largest airline
IndiCio, the sources said. Investment bank-
ing firms Goldman Sachs (India} Securities
Pvi Ltd, Morgan Stanley India Compamy
and [P Morgan India are the placement
agents for the stake sale, they added.
Before the latest transaction, Gangwal and
the family trust together owned about 135
per cent in IndiGo.

As per the latest block deal. up to 2.21
crore equity shares were sold at 2 final price
of £5,230.50 per share, as per a revised term
sheet.

The total number of shares has been
raised from the initial 132 million shares
{132 crore shares} mentioned in the earli-
er term sheet. The final price is at a 3.5 per
cent discount compared to the closing price
of ¥5,420 per share on Manday.

The sources said 2.21 crore shares

Intr:rl._.l,nh-c Aviation promaoter Rakesh

amount 1o around 5.7 per cent stake in the
company, and the offer size, based on the
final price, is pegged at nearly £1.36 billion
or about 11,559 crore.

The share sale, execoted through mubi-
ple tranches on BSE and NSE, is entirely sac-
andary in nature. As part of the deal struc-
ture, & 150-day lock-up period will apply to
the vendors and their immediate relatives,
barring one exception — they may trans-
fer shares worth at least $300 million to a

single investor or investor Emup through
anegotiated transaction, subject to certain
pricing and lock-up conditions,

In August 2024, Rakesh Gangwal's fam-
iy trust sold a 524 per cent stake in the air-
line fior 39,549 crore. Before that, it had sold
shares in March.

The share sale is part of Gangwals dedi-
gion in February 2022 to trim his sharehold-
ing after a bitter feud with co-founder Rabnl
Bhatia over alleged corporate governance

issues. Since Febroary 1027, Gangwal and
his wite Shobha Gangwal have been offload-
ing their shares in [ndiGo.

In September 2022, Rakesh Gangwal

and Shobha Gangwal sold a 2.74 per cent
shareholding fior 2,005 crore. In February
2023, Shobha divested a 4 per cent stake
in the company for ¥2,944 crore. Later
in August, she sold a nearly 2.9 per cent
stake in the company for a litte over
£2.800 crore.
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Gangwal sells 6% stake
in IndiGo for 1,564 cr

THE EXIT FOOTPRINT

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: IndiGo co-foun-
der Rakesh Gangwal Tues-
day divested 5.7% stake in
India's biggest airline by sel-
ling over 2.2 erore shares at
Rs 5232 apiece in a deal
worth Hs 11,564 crore, mar-
king oneof the biggest block
deals in Indian markets.

Before the latest sale,
Gangwal’s share in the airli-
ne directly and through his
family trust was 13.5%, Whi-
le initially Gangwal had
planned to sell over 1.3 crore
shares in the latest tranche,
he increased the lot due to
strong demand from buyers,
whoare learnt to be a mix of
domestic mutual funds and
long-only foreign funds.
Goldman Sachs, Morgan
Stanley and JPMorgan were
the investment bankers who
managed the share sale.

IndiGo shares closed Rs
5,313, down 1.9% BSE Tues-
day when the broader mar-
ket was 0.8% lower.

In Feb 2022, when Gang-
wal had announced step-

stake for 32,900 crore. In Sept
2022, they had sold 2.8%

Feb 2023: The family sells 4%

March 2024; Rakesh Gangwal
sells another 6% stake for
6,786 crore

stake for about 32,000cr Aug 2024: Gangwal and
Aug 2023: Gangwal's wife his Chinkerpoo Family
Shobha offloads 3% stake Trust sells 5.8% stake for
for 32,802 crore about 310,500 crore

ping down from the airline’s  years ago in 2006. After a se-

board, following differences
with co-founder Rahul Bha-
tia, both these promoter gro-
ups collectively held 74.4%
stake in the airline almost
equally At that time, Gang-
wal had announced he will
reduce his group's stake in
the airline gradually over
the next five years “to bene-
fit from some of the upside.”

Since then, Gangwal,
now chairman of leading
American low-cost carrier
Southwest Adrlines, has
sold his shares in IndiGo at
periodic intervals and now
reduced his stake to single
digit level.

Bhatia and Gangwal had
jointly launched IndiGo 19

ries of mega orders, IndiGo
emerged as India’s largest
domestic airline in just over
a decade, which saw other
big India carriers like King-
fisher and Jet shut down and
then state-owmed Air India
group struggle to survive,
When IndiGo had not much
competition in Indian skies
(Tatas acquired Al and Al
Express in Jan 2022), diffe-
renced merged between the
two in 2019 and they parted
ways after a bitter battle
hoth in courtroom and bo-
ardroom. Then in Dec 2021,
the estranged co-founders
agreed toremove restriction
on their sale of shares to
third party,
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FASTEN YOUR SEATBELTS

When pre-monsoon gamm

skies throw punches
and planes duck

Last week, a Delhi-
Srinagar IndiGo
flight flew into
severe turbulence
during a hailstorm.
When the flight
finally landed,
there was a hole in
its nose. For many
seasoned fliers,
this was the worst
turbulence they
had ever
experienced. This
may have been
rather extreme, but
turbulence is very
common during
this season, when
some of the most
hazardous weather
activity that a
plane can runinto
takes place

ManjuMayalas Etimesolindiicom

assenpers on the Delhi-Sring-

gar IndiGo flight were pattled

for sure, bat the good thing is

no one was injured. However,

three years ngo, again in May,

# Spleadet Dight from Mombai to Dark

hanga ran into turbulen il thouseh it

was not &S severe as what the Indigao Might

flew Into, 18 passangers sustalned nju-
ries and one of them died a momth later.

Every single year. in the recent past,

there have been instances of airplanes

in India encountering severe wirbulence

during the pre-monseon months, stretch-

Tpm and was most likely a Eal Baizakhi
event, given its location and thime

Dangerous Cumulonimbus Clouds
At other pleces in Indis, the rising heat
and moisture in wpper altitodes in pre
monsocn months lead to the formation
of ‘cumulonimbus clouds' or Ch
clouds can buikl up vertically
TN to aver 50,0000, Tust

wetive: Mount Everest's peak
joft. The maximum altitude &
pazsenger jet con fly ot is about 41,000t
varving across aircraft types.

Pilot= are tradned to cleenmvent Chs
The & el inside o I"I| cal

1 e i Lo b -Fune pliciig uplial= and dowinlialis, I||..||i.-
Ti¥ it therousgdh miul g disehinrg heavy
l|E1-ll- i ﬁ{uﬂ;ﬂh ]l.'rrlr(; Pm“gm I'I'I-ﬂhl I.E}lln and ulﬁlt-é::l's
of past turbulencerelste cse can jolt and dam
incabents to  understand arme sed nge an nircrafl. On a bad
this peculinr weather be getal. d % n dmy a chain of Ch clouds
hawiour I premonsoon u‘e umﬂwlms coalel <.!|L-l:-'ll across the
Somaiuviinc fugplegupand B ik d
Troubie In The SK3 down because  ritable nighimare,
! i . of turbulence, ear Air e’
As the sun sears the
Earth alosig the tropics, Butaimraﬂm The third tvpe of e
ihe skbes alwove ihe 3 ubenee — cf atr tar
subcontinent turn o MIWEd to m e (CAT) is par

£l

pgerously valatile. Durling
the day, the ground heats
up diy sending hot
streams of air into th
ture-laden upper altitud
il LEt litlons
thunderstorms ariginate over
the Chota Nagpur plateau, which covers
and ond extends up 1o Chhat
h. Bihar, West Lh |1|,'c|| and Odi
. Called Nor"we Kal Raisakhi,
these pale-spesl winds usually appioach
from the northwest and barst suddenly
with great fury

While svery pre-monsoon turbolenoe
event is not a Kal Baisakhi, all these
ms are al their fiercest in the pre
T SO, v during the alternoon or
juest hefore sunsal

The turbulence that the IndiGo fight
got ¢ ht in oecurred at 5.57pm, bt it
has not been classified, in official avia
tion circles, as a Kal Baisakhi event
The Spicedet 2022 incident occurred of

aler

Eab

5L

that sort of beating

¥
tlaikarly haganleus o
on alrerafl becanse il is
invisible to both radars
and satellites Onlike Ch, it is not visible
Fromm the eockpit either
is caused by o1 streams, a
maving, narrow alr current, Differences
in wind speed and direction along the
layers of air can cowse CAT. CAT oceurs
alfitudes above 15,0001 An aircraft
1ha1 flies into CAT could experience an
extremely sudden and violent drop or
galn in altitude

Bur it's not like CAT eannot be pre
dicted. SIGMET (Significant Meteorol
ical Information) chares that pilots ke
a5 1o give information on jet slreams
and forecast the Jocation and altitude
where CAT could eecur,

Preparing For Turbulence

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD)} issues o SIGMET report every six
hours. Plus, a terminal forecast {speckhic

o an airport and its surrounding area)
i5 bssysed eve 10 m inubes with details of
exchsting sncd emerzing weather threats

Before every fight, the airline’s me
teorolngy officer. dispatchers and pilots
gn through the varions wenther repaoris
The afdine then carries out a Foute anal-
vsis and plans the day's fight routes
This exercise incledes decisions to carry
extra Tuel for detours, re-routing and
prssible dlverslons

A critical aspect of the investigation
into the recent turbulence incident in-
volving the IndiGo Delhi-Srinngar flight
wonlkd be rh-- steps taken in the fight
plannings :

Alr =afe I'. expert, Captain  Amlt
Singgh, said: "“That day's lajest weather
repart would've shown thunderstorm
activity and squall line over the thght
path. Then ngain. westher patterns ond
regionnl weather is documented in an

The nose and
right side of an
IndiGo Might
from Defhi to
Srinagar were
damaged after it
was caught in a
hallstorm on
May 21 ower
Pathankot in

.+~ funjab

CLOUDS TALLER
THAN EVEREST

Cumulonimbus
chouds can bulld up
vertically from

as low as 70O to ove

50,000ft

Just for perspective:
Mi Everest's pa
ot 29,0007t

mirling's operational manunl, They ex
pect thundergtorms at this time of the
vear towards the . The bdes is to
prepare 8t the planning stage iself, Alr-
lines factor in the westher and the no-
Hees on airspece closures e, and plan
a route that circumvenia bad weather
ponditions If no such ro is possitde,
the departurs is deloyed ™

Saviour Seat Belts

Let's take the examples of the recent In

Inn busth
.1||||||t |\||I|.:|LI'I'||1'

L Imll- The IndiGo Might '||1|-e-
enconntorsd moch more s
bulence than the Spicedet
passenger was injured, Tt
assumed {
had thelr seai belts Fastened

In the case of Spicedet, the final report
intn the investigation said that the Sphoafet
pibot-n-comrmnnd tesuod fwo warnings ask
o keep seat hells on. When
hit. many passengers, not
wearing seatbelts, ware thrown off their
seails and sulfersd injuries

The probe report saild, “Passengers
were thrown up in thedr ssats and hit the
celling. A passenger foll from the sent to
the aisle. 2 ling panel separaied and

fell in the aft cabin, Unsecured passen-
ger belomgings and food items pot thrown
across the cabin., There was panie

amongst pessengers and the cabin crew
were continnously screaming, asking the
passengers to remuin seated.” Fourieen
Spicejet passengers suffered miner inju
ries, three were seriousiy hurt and one
passenger died a month later

In May M3, Singapore
London-Singapors [Tight faced severe tur
bulence over the Irrawnddy Basin in My
anmar The sest belt sign was on, but not
nll passengers hod fmstened the belts. The
turbiilence killed one passenger, while 101
ol e 211 on board were fijured

Alr fy experts sy 11 advi
keep the seatbell on during all st
the flight. Turbwlenoe due to CAT can bo
sudden and unexpected.

Sturdy Aircraft

The IndiGo alreralt hit with hallstones
suffersd @ hole in its nose. Bul alreran
are built to weather furbulence Pas
sengers might get alarmed socing the
afroraft wings Dapping op and down be
cause of furbulence. But raft are de
slgned (o take that sort of beating

The wingtlps of a large jet like the
747, ean bend up to 200 and
are eertified for even more siress

Ajriines'

they
So, safoty bulfers are in place.

CAT Events Increasing
Climate change is

strengthening  the
thon of wind
i rizontal dis
tnnces), The jet stream over the North
Atlantle Ocean i8 alroady 15%
vd than when the sa
observing it in the late 197
o reseaich done by Paol T W
profeszor of atm ﬂ.|||‘|1~1".| selence In the
artment of meteorclogy at the Uni
of Resding, UK
Stdies nsing climate models hove
found that there will be significant rise
in CAT over India within the next few
decades. The projected increases are
sirongest in the northern hall of Tndia
and are especially strong in the pre-mon
soon season, from March to May It is es
timated that there will be 100-200% more
CAT events between 2050 and 2080,
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