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Air cargo growth slows to 6.27%
in F'Y26 against 10%in FY25

o
T E Raja Simhan
Chisnis

Alr cargo movement deroas
Indian afrports grew by 6.2
rcr mn:rf: Hﬂ m‘?‘?ﬁ
akh ronnes, compared with
37.33 lakh toanes in the pre-
vious fiecal, reflecting umn-
derlving resilience despire
ghotal lons.

However, growth moder-
ated from robast 105
I:-ercemerpansm recorded
n FY25, according to Alr-
poerts  Authority of India
dara

The impact of the West
Asia crisis became evidentin
March, when cargo volumes
declined by about & per cent
w 208 lakh tonnes from
22] lakh tonmes a vear
earlier, largely doe o sus-
pension of rs o key
tranashipment hobs in the
region.

Lncd ¢ sources  gald
that, but for the disrupthon,
overall growth in FY 26 could
hawie reachod B-10 per cent.

AIR CARGO HUB

Delhd continued o be the

couniry's largest alr cargo

huhdu:mgﬂm?e-a.r
Chenmal, however,

emerged a3 the fastest-

growing alrport, recording

an 11.7 per cent rise b cargo
!.lnlumaf.ﬂdriveu pri.u:nrm
shipments of  mobile
phones, elecrrondcs and en-
gimeering goods.

Hyderabad alrport
srengthened its  position
among the top five cargo
hahss, widening its lead over
Kolkara to more than 14,000
tonmes in FY26, compared 1o
a marrow margin of just 215
tonnes inthe previoos year.

Ind £x artribute
the I;Iﬂ::'mﬂ:'r.hFMwrltf;.q:u:lnum:l.n'n
across India o the govern-
ment's production Unked in-
centlve (PLI} scheme, par
ticularly for  electronics
manufacturing.

1 Krishnan of 5 Natesa
Iver Logistics LLP noted
that exports such as mobile
phones depend heavily on
imported components from

[op five air cargo airports

e
Cey -3 200415 ﬁ'mdhm
Desdhi 11.48 137 1809519 15
Mumbai 037 450 &80330 42
Bengalum 512,002 502549 55
Chenial e 12515 175,154 [1r]
Hydersbad TErGh WA 11
Smamr Al
Air cargo hancled at airports ——
Veur EEE EHED =)
Intesnatinal {reight 250,584 2125 35 5.4
Desmestic Freight 15.12,568 14,08, 241 7.4
Swurry- BAJ

Industry experts
attribute the
growth momentum
across India to the
government’s PLI
scheme,
particularly for
clectronics
manufacturing

China, Talwan and South
Korea, making air freight the
proferred n‘m&! due o com-
pressed delivery timelines.
Despite  the  positive
trend, experts caution that
global economibe uncertaliey
and political risks could
Welgh on near-term growth.
“An  aggressive  policy
Euh s needed o Increase
dia’s share in ghobal trade.
The role of alr cargo will be
critical over the next dec-
adle ™ Krishnan sald.
Accord] w dara, the
March decline underscores
the sector’s vulnersbility w
rical shocks, ik
Eﬂwmﬂn@w‘imt
Asia roures that serve as ma-
jor cargo rransit corridors,

HEALTHY GROWTH
Ar the same uuu.-. domieste
ok st gallie AL
y 74 per cent, sig-
n:]l].ng strong Internal de-
mand and improving supply
chain maruricy
“Withour u'Lenu] shocks,
near  double-digt  growth
was achievable, indicaring

robust  underlying  de-
mand CK Gowil, CMD of Ac-
tivalr Alrfreight India Pyt
Lxd, said.

Dinesh Krishnan, Chale-
man of the Alr Cargo Agents
Assncln:lun of India (South-
u'n lom), sald rhe West

is has affected in-
du.m:ru] ourpot  and  the

b.rmier sugp]\ clain, lm-
ng ot u:pl.l:ﬂ invest-

menu CONSUMET
demand.

While lnvestments in the
sector continue, they are be-
ing made with “cautious op-
timism®™ In the current
covironmenc

COMMODITY MIX

“The commodity mix iself
1ells an encours SIOFY —
pha:unumﬂ.caﬂmg .mm-
merce, englneert oods,
mu:l.spm?;ruhn:fsgppm-
ted stable vear-round oplifi,
and we are now seeing newer
categories  guinkng  mo-
PSR, naravan Fad-
nunahha.nﬂﬂ:mr Director,
CRISIL Limired said.

The mix is shifting
toward  high-valoe, time-
sensitive  shipmenes  like
semiconductors, automot-
ive components and consol-
Idated BIBR e-commerce

— categortes thar de-
mand precision logisties and
are stickier in nature.

“Alr freight exports to the
US alone Hm::"e n?;:nm Fi)
cent higher than 2009 levels,
driven primarily by Indus-
trial equi parts, and
reobile phones,” he said,
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Kempegowda airport corridor
emerges as thriving business hub

STRONG DEMAND. What was seen as a peripheral stretch is fast turning into Bengaluru’s next growth engine

—
Alshwarya Kumar
Bengalun

The region around Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port is emerging as a self-sus-
tmining  business  and
restdential hub, ps saturation
across Outer Ring  Road
(ORR) and Whitefield
pushes lurge occupiers out-
ward

Demand is being driven by
a diverse mix of avistion, lo-
gristics, GOCs and manufac-
turing firms, alongside a
growing base of end-users
working across the Hebbal-
Manyata-Devanahalli
carnidor.

STRONG DEMAND

“The immediate airport vi-
cinity is witnessing strong
demand, driven by improved
connectivity, rapid infra-
structure upgrades and the
rise of emplovment clusters
across aerospace, logistics
and hospitality,” =aid Priy-
anka Raju, Director, Kalyani
Developers.

INFRA BOOST. The corridor is steadily building its ::u-wn

cammercial identity

She added that a signific-
ant share of buyers are pro-
fessionals workd ACTOSS
hubs such as Mamyeta Tech
Park, Kirloskar Business
Park, and the Aerospace SEZ,
alongside strong investor in-
terest from NRIs in Sings-
pore, Dubai and other Gulf
countries. While the cor-
ridor is steadily building its
own commercial identity,
with anchors such as the
Aerospace SEZ and Devana-
halli Business Park, it re-
mains awork in progress,

“It is mm’iu.gpsuwards be-
coming a self-sustaining hub,
but is still mid-journey and
will, for now, function a5 a

complementary node to the
CBDand ORR,” Raju said.

COSTAREITRAGE

A key draw for ocoupiers is
cost arbitrage. Grade A rent-
als in the sirport belt remain
significantly lower than es-
tablished markets, offering
comparshle build quality ata
discount.

“Absorption is strength-
ening as social infrastruc-
ture, schools, retail and
healthcare  catches  wp,
though the prﬂ:mggarﬂ 15 ex-
pected to narrow as the cor-
ridor matures,” she noted.

Data from Anarock Group
underscore  the shift. In

2025, Bengalurn recorded
nct office leasing of aboot
14.95 million sgfft, with the
girport corridor accounting
for up to 10 per cent, driven
by larger deal sizes often ex-
ceeding 1 lakh sqft.

In comparison, ORR and
Whiteficld continue to dom-
inate volumes, contributing
roughby 50 per cent and 20-
25 percent respectively,

Rentals in the airport cor-
ridor range between T60-100
per sqift, versus T90-135 on
ORR and up to T250 in core
CBD arecas, said Peush Jain,
Managing Director — Com-
mercial Leasing & Advisory,
Anarock Group

DCCUPANCY BASE
Developers say the occupier

base itselfis widening,
“The mix is diverse and ex-
diu% including aviation-
rms, logistics play-
crs, GCCs :md MNCs," said
Antk RG, Managing Director,
Concorde, pointing to the
cormdor's resibence across

cycles.
This evolution is also fuel-

ling conversations arcund an
acrotropolis model. Industry

layers swy the concept is be-
E‘mzjrn?% to take sl'cr:pr in
Bengaluru, supported by an-
chors such as the KIADE
Arrospace Park, Devanahalli
SEZ, and the emerging air-
port city.

CLUSTER-LED GROWTH

However, its full realisation
will depend on sustained
alignment of infrastructure,
planning and private imvest-
ment, with development
hlc:!:.r to unfold in phases
through c]mbc:—il:dg:wrﬂ'l_

For developers, this trans-
lates into & clear shift in pro-
ject strategy.

“Demand is being sheped
by infrastructure upgrades
and connectivity along the
main airport corridor,” said
Ravindra Fai, MD Century
Real Estate.

“Over the next 2-5 years,
vth will be increasin
g?]:nrcd around PliI.I.I'IE]i
integrated, mixed-use eco-
systems rather than linear

office clusters.™
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TATA raises red flag over VVIP
terminal at Navi Mumbai airport

—
Aneesh Phadnis
LT

A planmed VVIP-ondy ter-
minal ar the Nawi Mumbai
rt has come under seru-
tiny during the ongoing tariff
finalisation exercise.

The first phase of the Navi
Mumbai sirport becams
erarional last December for
domestic filghts. The master
plan proposes construction
of foor termimls over the
next several vears 1o handle
%) million passengers annu-
ally. It also proposes the con-
struction of a VVIP terminal
for heads of stare and other

Air transport
body said a strict
regulatory
demareation is
imperative as a
VVIF facility will
not generate

revienue
high-ranking  dignitaries.
The facility would be separ-

ate from the proposed gen-
eral aviarion terminal for
charver and private alreraft.
While details of the
planned VVIP termingd are

not available, g will cost €55
crore 5 per the Navi Mom-
bal  Intermarional  Alrpost
Limired®s (MMIA) submis-
sionto the Alrport Econormdc
Hegularory Authority
{AERA)

FROPOSAL QUESTIONED
The proposal kas drawn erl-
:u.'ls:f'l bv the International
Alr Transport  Association
(IATA), which guesticned
the need for 3 separate VVIP
rerminal, and sald costs ass0-
clated with it shoald ot be
recovered from  ordinary
gengers. NMIA did not
f:%mnﬁdm an emall guery. It
submit its response on

suakeholder commenis ™o
AERA In it's comments on
the tariff proposal, LATA saild
general alrporT users expec-
ted to pick op the costs had
not been eonsulted on the
necessity and scope of a
VI tertinal.

It sabd strict regubatory de-
marcarion |5 v as &
VVIP facility will not gener-
ate any revenne. “In such cir-
cumstances aeither the ¢
il expendinure  nor Iﬁe
aperating costs of these fa-
cllities shoold be ncluded in
the seronautical tariff base
applicable to scheduled air-
lines and commercial pas-
semjers,™ LATA said.
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Noida airport: IndiGo, A-1 flag cost, connectivity issues

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dalhi, 27 April

India's two major carriers, IndiGo
and Air India, have told the Air-
poris Economic Regulatory Auth-
ority of India (AERA) that high
costsand inadequate public trans-
port connectivity could become
major issues at the recently-inan-
gurated Noida airport, Business
Standard has learnt

IndiGo sald high cosits — due
to much higher proposed aero-
nautical tariffs than Delhi airport
— will raise airfares and make
Moida alrport “commercially
unattractive.”

Alr India stated that corporate
traffic will continue to avoid Nolda
airport until it has adequate and
convenlent ground connectivicy.
The Tata group-run airline also
cited the example of Adani Group-
run Navi Mumbai airport, where
“higher asronautical tariffs™ com-
pared to Mumbai airport "hinder

the rate of growth".
AERA ig currently in the pro-

cess of determining the aero-
nautical tarlffs (alrcraft landing
charge, parking charge, user
development fee, etc.) for the
Moida airport during the 2026~
20531 period.

Yamuna International Airport
Pwt Lid (YIAPL), a unit of Zurich
Alrport International AG that
operates the Noida airport, sub-
mitted its proposed tariff card to
AERA earlierthis vear.

IndiGo and Air India, through
their respective letters dated April
7. opposed this tariffcard.

In its letrer, IndiGo stated:
"Noida airport and Delhi airport
will both primarily cater to the
National Capital Region (NCR)
with substantial overlapping
catchment. However. it is noted
that the (proposed) asronautical
charges at the Noida airport are
considerably higher as compared
tothe Delhiaimpont.”

India’s largest carrier men-
tioned that the proposed
domestic alrcrafi landing charge
at Molda alrport were 119 per cent
higher than at Delhi airport. Simi-
larly, the user development fee,
paid by each embarking passen-
ger, Is 406 per cent higher at
Noida airport.

For a typical domestic round
tripusing an A3 alrcraft, thealr-
line estimated an additional cost
of about ¥1.88 lakh per flight,
whichworked out toroughlv 475
per passenger. If an airdine man
around 15 such round trips daily
from MNoida, the extra cost could
add up to about T103 crore
annually compared to Delhi,
IndiGo added.

"With such high costs {and
consequently higher fares) lead-
ing o reduced demand, the Noida
alrportwill become commercially
unattractive for operations at any
meaningiul scale,” it stated.

IndiGo said that while Delhi

airport i well connected through
metro, buses, and highways, simi-
larpublictransport and road infra-
structure is "currently lacking™ at
Moida airport. As a result, pass-
engers will incur higher out-of-
pocket expenses for commuting to
and from the airport, inadditon to
the higher airfaresexpected dueto
elevated operating costs.

When asked about the sub-
missions by IndiGoand Adr India,
YIAPL told Business Standard

that tariffs ar Noldaairport are "in
line with those at comparable
greenfield and brownfield air-
ports in the country,” adding that
the pricing reflects the overall
value being delivered.

“The tanff reflects the value
we're delivering — not just in
termes of infrastructure, but alsoin
terms of efficlency, connectivity,
and passenger experience,” irsaid.

AlrIndia, in its letter, told the
regulator that teaffic at Moida air-

Pricing matters

# Domestic round trip could
cost an additional FLEE lakh
per flight, says IndiGo

# This costs 3475 extra
per domestic passenger

8 15 such rountrips may cost up
to 103 crore more

u Corporate traffic may
avoid Noida till connectivity
improves, airlines said

port is likely to grow more slowly
than the figures estimated by
Landrum & Brown, a consultant
hired by YIAPL.

The airline pointed to global
supply chain disruptions that are
delaving aircraft deliveries by up
totwoyears, which limitsairlines’
ability to add new capacity.

It alsonoted that Delhi airport
is expanding capacity, which
would absorb a large share of
future traffic.
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Swiss plane aborts takeoff

at Delhi airport, 6 injured

PTI

NEW DELHI

A Zurich-bound  Swiss
International Air Lines' flight
carrying 232 passengers
aborted take off at the Delhi
airport early Sunday due toan
engine issue, sources said

Six passengers ar¢ under-
going medical evaluation. an
airline spokesperson said
without elaborating

Smoke was observed from
the port side of one of the
landing gears of the A330 air-
craft that was operating the

flight 1.X147 to Zurich. The
fMight crew abarted the take
off and full emergency
response was initiated, the
sources said

In a detpiled statement, an
pirline spokesperson said
there were 228 passengers
and four infants on board

“Shortly after tkeoff, just
after 1:00 am. Jocal time in
Indin, an issue occurred with
one of the engines. The crew
rejected the takeoff and
decided as a precaution 1o
evacuate the aircraft.” the spo-
kesperson said
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Noida airport gets
security nod, may see
flights take off in June

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Days after itrepla-
ced its expat CEQ with an Indi-
an one to overcome a regulato-
ry hurdle, Noida International
Airport(NTA)on Monday rece-
ived its final clearance, allo-
wing preparations to begin for
commercial launch.

With Bureauof Civil Avia-
tion Security clearing the ae-
rodrome security program-
me (ASP), Noida airport's
launch airline partners — In-
diGo, Air India Express and
Akasa - areexpected to start
selling tickets for domestic
flights soon. The first flight
from NITA is likely to take off
in thefirst week of June.

An aviation ministry offi-
cial said, “First week of June
will be an important time for
Delhi-NCR’'s aerial connecti-
vity While NIA will start do-
mesticoperations, Delhi’s1G1
Airportwillstartits hub-and-
spoke operations toenable se-
amless transfers (like the
ones at Dubai, Doha, Abu
Dhabi, Singapore or Frank-
furt) between domestic and
international flights.”

This means Delhi’s IGI
will set into motion the pro-
cess of turning into a hub air-
port for international flyers,
giving them a smoother
transit experience that integ-
rates processes at the spoke
airport with the hub airport.

The double boost for avia-
tion in Delhi-NCR comes at a
challenging time for airlines,
which are battling cost over-
runsandafall in international

travel because of the US-Israel
war with Iran.

IGT Airport’s international
capacity, incidentally, will in-
crease from alittle over 2 crore
passengers annually to 3.2 cro-
re after the recently converted
international pier at Delhi IGI-
Als T3 (Pier C) becomes opera-
tional next week. In about a
month from that, seamless
transfers will start and airside
transit will also be rolled out
between T1and T3.

So, while India’s busiest
airport, IGIA, begins its jour-
ney to becoming a hub, NIA
will take flight as Delhi’'s se-
cond international airport.

“The aviation ministry is
trying to ensure Indian airli-
nes come out of this current
difficult phase (Iran war) thro-
ugh measures like reduction
in major airport charges for
three months, keeping jet fuel
prices in check at least for do-
mestic flights; an emergency
credit scheme and the UDAN
scheme,” said an official.

Approval for Noida air-
port’s ASP came through after
it appointed chief financial of-
ficer Nitu Samra as interim
CEQ."ASP covers allaspectsof
an airport’s security, inclu-
ding perimeter security, anti-
hijacking measures, access po-
ints security and background
checks for people working for
issuance of airport entry pas-
ses. Thisisthemost crucial cle-
arance,” said another official.
Now with that out of the way,
Noida will begin operations
with domestic flights — just
like Mopa in Goa and Navi
Mumbai before it did.
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Engme glitch sparks Smss flight evacuation in Delhi

!I:ﬂhi‘l WVaid
Mew Delhi

Aflight operated by Swiss In-
ternetional Air Lines was
ecvacnated at Delhi airport
after an engine-related msue
occurred during take-off in
the early hours of Sunday.

The zirline in a statement
said the incident involved
flight LX147 operated by an
Airbus A330, r:gist:r:r] as
HB-THE.

PASSENGERS SAFE
According to Swiss, the air-
craft was carrying 228 pas-
sengers and four infants.

The airline said the issue
occurred shortly after lam
local time in Indis, when one
of the aircraft's engines ex-
perienced a problem during
take-of.

FRECAUTIONARY MOVE
Accordingly, the crew sub-
sequently rejected the take-
and, tollowing an assess-
ment, decided to evaruate
the aircraft as a precaution.

All passengers and crew
exited the aircraft using
emergency slides.

The airline said that six
passengers are currently un-
dr%ui:ng medical evaluation,
while the crew remained un-

FLYERS RESCUED. All passengers and crew exited the aircraft

using emergency slides

harmed. Besides, Swiss said
it is working closely with
local antherities and has de-
ploved technical specialists
to Delhi to inspect the air-
craft and determine the

canse of the incident. On its
part, Delhi Airport said in a
social media post on X,
formerly Twitter, that a full
I v was declared in
the early hours of Sunday in-

volving Swiss Internaticnal
Air Lines flight LX147 oper-
ating om Delhi-Zurich
rogte on Rurmaay 28710,

SAFETY PROTOCOLS
The airport said all pre-
scribed  safety tocnls
were promptly mfurt.i:d and
SSCTIETs were safely evac-
uated. It added that airport
operations remained unaf-
fected by the incident.
Meamwhile, officials =said
thie Aircraft Accident Invest-
tion Bureau (AATE) would
probe the incident.
AAIR  investigabes acci-
dents s well as incidents
that are classified a5 serious.
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Airlines warn of risks of
shutdown as ATF prices
soar, seck govt’s help

—
Rohit Vaid
Marwi Dol

The abrline ndustey has sent
a Mayday message o the
Union gosernment, warn
thar ltgfsﬁ“m the \'ergphug%
closing down or stopping op-
erations” amid an unpreced-
ented surge in aviation tar-
bine fuel (ATF) prices.

The call for urgent inter-
vention was comveyed in an
Agpril 26 letter from the Ped-
eration of Indian Alrlines
(FIA), whose members n-
clode IndiGo, Air India and
Spjc-ﬂﬂ. o the Mindstry of
Civil Aviation. busfnecs!ine
has reviewed the
communicarion.

PRICING MISTORTIONS
The FLA sald the current ATF
précing mechanism had cre-
ared a severe imbalance
berween domestic and inter-
national operations, render-
ing airline nerworks finan-
clally unsusrainable.

While the government
capped the increase In ATF
prices for domestic opera-
thons at 15 per litre, inter-
national ATF pr]m rose by
£73, sharply mdenmg]mgea
forairlines in -Lprj!

Accordi the FIA,
Bremt  erude prh:es have
surged from abour $72 per

barrel 1o $118 becanse of the
West Aska conflict.

ATF prices, however, have
risen far more steeply —
fram 3E7.24 per barvel to a
peak of $260.24 — and are
currently trading above 8235

r barrel. The FIA lemer

phlighted the widening In
crack differentials between
Brent crude and ATF, from
$11-18 per barvel earlier o
over 5132 now.,

As a result, fuel coss —
rraditionally sccounting for
3040 per cent of alrline ex-
penditure — have ballooned
o nearly 55-60 per cent of
operaring costs.

MULTIPLE HEADWINISE
Other factors, including -
pee depreclation, alrspace
closures and higher supplier
cats, have compounded the
firancial strain.

“Today, airlines are in a
very difficulr, precarious and
dla]lenfl;ﬁ sltuarion.” the
FLA sad dirg that carriers
had managed to sustain op-
erathons despite mounting

essure.

The FLA urged the govern-
ment 1o reingtate the erack
band mechanism in-
r.rndurékdl.lnlszuﬂ, TefpOrar-
ily suspend the 11 per cent
exckse duty on ATF, and re-
duce VAT on aviazion fisel n
mapor STates.
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ATR bets on tier-2,-3 cities to drive aviation growth

mu-u
Brw Darlhi

Hegional aircraft manufac-
turer ATR expects India's
next  phase  of  aviarion
growth 1o emerge beyond
metro cities, with tier-2 and
-3 markers offering signifie-
ant opportunities 2 reglonal
connectivity expands.
Speaking 1o businessiine,
Alexis Wi Sendor  Vice
President Commercial ATH,
said that while India has be-
come the world's thisd-
largest  domestie  aviation
market over the past decade,
a large share of Inter-ciry
travel curside metro reglons
continues to be served by rall
and road transport.
According ro Vidal, nearly
4 per cent of India's incer-
cigy trips fall within o dis-
tance of 740 km, which aligns
with the operating range of
turbsoprop aircraft.
However, only about 3 per

SPREADING WINGS. Under the UDAN regional connectivity
scheme, over &00 routes have been operationalised

cent of these [ousneys are
currently undertaken by air.

On the upcoming modi-
fied UDAN (reglonal con-
nectivity schems), the re-
glonal alreraft manufacturer
noted that investments in
additional alrports and ex-
tended route
impm‘cﬂmam:eﬂ.bjﬁq'al:i
viabslicy of regional air travel
across the CouLry.

TAKING OFF

Under the initial UDAN
scheme, more than 600
routes have been operation-

alised, connecting 93 un-
served and underserved alr-
Beskdes, the Centre
plane 1o lscrease the member
of alrpores i the country
230 by 2030
These developments,
Vidal said, create a founda-
thon for reglonal aviation
growth, ukarly in smal-
ler cithes, where direct con-
nectiviry remains lmired.
As per Insights from ATR
MobilicyMonitor, a backeast
model analysing  journeys
across Transport modes, [n-
dia has the potential for

moee than 400 additional re-
glomal ar routes, which
could add approximately 35
million annual passengers in
the reghonal segment.

Compared 1o larger jets,
ATR alseraft consume wp 1o
45 per cent less fuel on such
routes, embling kower oper-
ating costs while maintain-
Ing service :

He noted that fleer mod-
ermisation and right-gizing
would become [ncreasingly
relevant as airlines expand
into emerging markets.

le, ATR expects
India to emerge as s
global marker by 2030, sup-
ported by expanding re-
glonal connectivicy, do-
mestic demand and growth
potential across short-haul
FouLes.

On the operatlonal froar,
ATR =aid it has developed an
ecogystem in India over the
past 25 years that includes
training, maintemance and
CUSIOMET SEPPOIT Services.
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SkyHop cleared for seaplane operations

thl!_ Vaid
M D

Seaplane operator SkyHop
Aviatlon has recelved its air
o certificate (ACHC),
n‘tlerrkafnl-: a significans mile-
stone as it prepares o com-
mence commerclal opers-
thons in [ndka,

husinesline was the first
to report Last week that Sky-
Hop Aviation was expected
1 soon receive its fiving li-
cemce after Ir sucee
cheared regulatory trials.

FIZZLED OUT

Aceordingly, the AOC makes
It India’s first dedicated
scheduled seaplane flight
services provider, akin toan
airline, whereas in the past,

there have been several non-

scheduled amphiblous opes-
arlons. by aﬂzp::. |.'nmpafue:-s
thait fizzled our over time.

The industrialist Avan
Singh-led aviation venture Is
being developed as India's
ﬁrstgda-.iimted commercial
seaplane operator, with a fo-
s on oving access 1o
regions where convenronal
sirport  infrastructure s
either limired or difficulr o
develop.

Besides, the alrline alms to
unlock new routes, reduce
rravel dme and enhance re-
gional accessibility across
the country.

Avani Singh Is the daugh-
ter of Spicelet’s Chairman
and Managing Director Ay
Sin

“Heceiving the ACC i an
important milestone for us
and the result of consistent
effort over the past year”
said Avani Singh, Founder
asd CEQ, SkeyHop Aviation,

“Bullding SkyHop from
the ground up has been a
learning e nce, and this
certification  gives us the
foundation o move ahead
with confidence.”

According to Avani Singh,
the alrline’s aim Is simple —
e offer o safe, relkable and

new way of connectl I8
of India thar are stlllggﬂga
TOacCess.

“We hope to deliver an ex-
perience thar is both pese-
tical and memorable fior trav-
elbers, while contributing ina
amall but meaningfol way to
reglonal access and national
integration.”

CONNECTING ISLANDS
In the first phase, SkyHo
plans o mnn'?h:‘: five B ndg
in Lakshadweep with each
orher and with the mainkand.

According o the airdine,
operations will begin with a
19-gearer akreraft.

The airdine Is also evaluar-
ing opportunities in other
parts of the coumtry where
such connectiviry can make a
real difference.
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Air India Express
to unveil new crew

uniforms in May

NEW DELHI: Air India
Express is set to unveil new
uniforms for cabin crew
and other frontline staff
next month, officials said,
as the airline moves to
complete the final phase of
its brand overhaul.

The rollout, expected by
early July, will cover
around 3,200 crew
members and extend to
other customer-facing
staff, including airport and
security personnel.

Turquoise blue is
expected to be the
dominant colour in the
new uniforms, in line with
the airline’s revised brand
palette of orange, white
and turquoise unveiled
during its relaunch in
October 2023, The move
follows a wider rebranding
exercise
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SWISS flight aborted, 4 hurt

AMIYA KUMAR
KLUSHWAHA

New Delhi: A Zurich-bound
Swiss Inter nattonal Alr Lines
flight was forced to abort
takeoff at Dalhi airport early
on Sunday followlng & snag
In the englne, triggering an
emereency on the runway and
Immediate evacuation of pas-
sengers that left four of them
Injured.

Ome crew member also suf-
fered a minor foot 1nfury.

There wers 232 passengars,
including four infants, and 12
crew members on board the
A330-300 alrcraft when the In-
cldent w0k place at lam.

Several videos that sur-
faced on social media captured

the moment of panic and con-
fuslon when the alreraft abort-
ad the takeoff,

Sources sald smoke was
observed from the port side of
the main wheel and Initially,
the input was that there was
smoke from one of the landing
BG4S,

According to Flightra-
dar2{, a flight-tracking plat-
form, the ld4-vear-old Alrbus
aborted takeoff after reaching
a speed of 104 knots following
an engine fire,

The alrcraft, which was
accelerating for Hftoff on Kun-
way 28, came to a stop and
promptly began evacuation.
The staff swung into action
and deployed the emergency
slides. Visuals showed grommd

staff and emergency person-
nel assisting passengers, In-
structing them 0 move away
from the aberaft as quickly as
possible and securing the ared.

Conflrming the Incldent,
a spokesperson for the air-
line sald: “Four passengers
remalin In hospltal. Our staff
are also on site there and are
closaly suppor ting them for as
long as the sltuation reguires.
A cabln crew member sus-
tained a sprained ankle. The
other crew members are un-
harmod.”

The airline, stylised as
SWISS, also expressed regrat
ovar the Inaccurate injury fig-
ures It gave in 1ts initial report.

The Swiss carrier said it
was determined to fully un-

derstand the cause bohind the
Incldent, expressing regret for
the inconventence causad to
the affectad passengers.

“All passengers were as-
sisted and accompanted by
our teams on site. We have
accommaodated them in hotels
and rebooked them onto al-
ternative flights. We were able
to find an individual solution
for all giests to condnue thelr
Journey and remaln in conmet
with them," it said.

“..0ur teams are dolng
everything they can to be
there for cur passengers and
support them as best as possi-
bla," it added.

Delhi airport sald opera-
tions rematned unaffected by
the incident.
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‘It sounded like a tyre burst. Aircraft

braked very hard & things went flying’

Shreedhar.Rathi
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Barely 24 hours af-
ter a SWISS Delhi-Zurich
flight aborted take-off at 1GI
Airport following an engine fi-
re, a passenger who was on bo-
ard has described the evacua-
tion as swift and professional
inside the aircraft, but alleged
confusion, delays and lack of
coordination once passengers
were on the ground.

Vinod Krishnadas, 41, a
Mumbai-based professional
now working in Zug, Switzer-
land, spoke to TOI from Zu-
rich over phone and narrated
hisordeal.

Krishnadas said that he
was travelling on flight LX147
on Sunday when the Airbus
A330 accelerated for take-off
before suddenly coming to a
sharphalt.

At Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, authorities
declared a ‘full emergency’
following the incident.

“It sounded like a tyre
burst. The aircrafi braked very
hard and things went flying,”

| )
Several passengers sustained injuries while using the emergency slides

Erishnadas recalled, adding
that there wasno visible smoke
initially, which prevented pa-
nic from spreading instantly.

Hesaid he did not see smoke
from his window and remained
seated based on instructions
until the cabin crew announced
“emergency, evacuate now.”

As panic spread, passeng-
ers in economy class faced a
more chaotic situation. “The-
re wasa lot of clamour;” he sa-
id. Several passengers sustai-
ned injuries while using the
emergency slides, with re-
ports of fractures and sprains.

Officials confirmed that
four passengers were hospi-
talised and a crew member
suffered a minor injury,

Despite confusion, Krishna-
das praised the airline crew
“The Swiss crew did a great job
calming people down and distri-
buting water, Everyone was in
shock, but they handled it well.”

But he criticised the re-
sponse at the airport after
evacuation. “There was no
ambulance initially, only a fi-
re brigade. We waited for 10-15
minutes formedical help, and
nearly 40 minutes on the run-

way overall,” he said.

He said the situation inside
the terminal deteriorated furt-
her. “There was no proper he-
adcount, no announcements,
no leadership. Tt felt like a he-
adless chicken— people were
running around trving to co-
unt passengers,” he alleged.

Krishnadas said that the
process became increasingly
disorganised. “They brought
40-50 contact information cards
for over 200 passengers and dis-
tributed them randomly. There
weren'tenough cards —and the-
re was only one pen,” he said.

It took hours before offici-
alsbegan calling out passenger
names using a roster, he said.

“Even simple process like
counting names took 3-4 hours
and was confusing. They stop-
ped midway at times,” he said,
adding that passengers were
latersenttoahotel in CP

“There was no represen-
tative at the hotel to guide us.
Two complete sirangers were
put in the same room.”

SWISS airline said it had
accommodated and assisted
all passengers.
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SWISS reviews its evacuation call
after people carry bags on slides

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: SWISS has begun
reviewing its communication
on evacuation procedures to
reinforee the need for passeng-
er's to exit aireraft immediate-
Iy without collecting cabin
baggage or carrying it onto
emergency slides. Apart from
delaying evacuation as pas-
sengers open overhead bins to
retrieve their belongings, ca-
bin bags and pointy footwear
candamage inflatable slides.

Theevacuation of 245 peo-
ple from a Zurich-bound Air-
bus A330 on Delhi airport’s
main runway in the early ho-
urs of Sunday — after take-
off was aborted due toengine
failure and suspected engine
fire — once again saw several
passengers using the slides
with their cabin bags. Airline
officials stressed that thisisa
common challenge faced by
carriers worldwide during
emergency evacuations and
is not specific to India.

Meanwhile, three of the
four passengers who were ho-
spitalised after being injured
on Sunday morning have he-
en discharged, while one re-
mains under medical care
The Zurich-based Lufthansa
Group airline is awaiting cle-
arance from authorities here
— with India’s Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
probing this serious incident
— to inspect the engine and
determine if it needs to be re-
placed. Theaircraftreacheda
speedof 104 knotsor193 kmph
when take-off had to be aban-
doned due to engine failure.

SWISS COO Oliver Buch-
hofer said: “... Our crews are
extensively trained for (evacu-
ations)... This also means gi-
ving very clear and loud com-
mands in such moment... so
that everyone can react quick-
ly and safely.... we see there is
still a need for greater aware-
ness, particularly when it co-
mes to hand baggage. For afast
and safe evacuation, itis cruci-
althat personal belongings are

left behind, We are now revie-
wing how we can further
strengthen communicationon
this topic.”

Giving an update on Mon-
day, SWISS said in a state-
ment: “Three passengers ha-
ve since been discharged
from hospital, while one pas-

SWISS flight
operations have not
been impacted by
the grounding of this
wide-body aircraft in
Delhi and no flights
have been cancelled
due to the same

senger remains under medi-
eal care. The Zurich-based
crew members arrived in Zu-
rich (Monday) morning. The
three Delhi-based cabin crew
members are well and have
remained in Delhi. All of
them will continue to receive
support from supervisors
and specialists as needed.”

The airline says it is “cur-
rently awaiting clearance of
the aireraft by Indian autho-
rities. Once approval has be-
en granted, a SWISS techni-
cal team will carry out a deta-
iled inspection of the engine
and assess whether an engine
replacement is required. It is
currently unclear when the
Airbus A330 will be able tore-
turnto Zurich.”

SWISS flight operations
havenot been impacted by the
grounding of this wide-body
aircraft in Delhi and no
flights have been cancelled
due to the same.

“We deeply regret the in-
convenience caused. Toget-
her with our colleagues from
the Lufthansa Group, we
provided support to passeng-
ers on site and worked
intensively to arrange alter-
native travel options, Indivi-
dual onward travel solutions
havebeen found forall guests,
and we remain in contact
with them,"” the airline state-
ment added.
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SkyHop gets DGCAnod
for first seaplane service

SHEKHAR SINGH

TINNTUNE 5 EWS SHICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 27

India’s aviation sector is
poised for a new chapter,as
SkvHop Awviation  has
secured its Air Operator
Certificate (AODC) from the
Directorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA). This
approval paves the way for
commercial seaplane oper-
ations and positions the
airline to launch the coun-
try's first dedicated sea-
plane service. It aims to
enhance regional connec-
tivity and slash travel
times to remote spots,

The certification follows a
series  of successful  test
flights—nchiding water
take-off's and landings at the
Ganga Barrape and Tehri
Lake in Uttarak hand-—which
sipnal operational readiness
before commercial mllout,

SkyvHop Asviation 15
desipned to serve regions
where conventional airport
nfrastructure i1s limited or

unviable, It tarpets hard-to-

reprh de stinations, especally
islands and waterfronts, pro-
viding a swifler alternative to
lengthy surface joumeys,
Founder and CEQ Avani

Singhdeseribed the AOCasa
key milestome after months
of preparation. She noted
that it lays a solid regulatory

foundation for opemtions
and thanked Union Civil Avi-

To connect islands in
Lakshadweep with
19-seater aircraft

ation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu Kinjarapu, Civil Avia-
tinn Secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha, and DGCA chief Vir
Vikram Yadav for their sup-
port dunng approvals,

#*Our aim is simple: to offer
a safe, reluble and novel way
to connect parts of India that
memain hard to access. We
hope to provide travellers
with a practical vet memo-
mable expenence, while mak-
mg a small but meaningful
contribution to  repional
acress and national integra-
tion,” she said,

The airline will start with a
19-seater aircraft, tarpeting
Lakshadweep first. Initially,
SkyHop plans to link five
islands i the archipelago
with one another and the
mainland—a step set to ease
rep,fmna] travel m.j.rked]}

‘The company is also expiur
ing similar prospects nation-
wide, where seaplanes could
bridge connectivity gaps,
boost tourism and aid local
BLONOMIes,

With regulatory dearance
secured. focus now tums to
operational  timelines and
mute expansion, as India
embraces seaplanes within
its regional aviation network.,
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