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Noida Jewar airport ‘Red Zone’,
no drones around it

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Noida

Airport (Jewar) and its surrounding areas have been

declared a ‘Red Zone' under a joint directive from the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), and national security agencies. As a
result, flying drones or any type of Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) in the area is now strictly prohibited.

Gautam Budh Nagar police has issued an advisory to this
effect saying flying drones and unmanned aerial vehicles
around the Noida International Airport in Jewar was a pun-
ishable offence.

The ban was implemented keeping in mind the airport’s
security and monitoring of the airspace, it said.

Manish Kumar Mishra, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Jewar Airport, said, “There is a
complete ban on flying drones or any type of Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) above and in the vicinity of Noida
International Airport.

“This ban has been implemented keeping in mind the
security of the airport and monitoring of the airspace.”

I n a major move to bolster security, Noida International

As per instructions of the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation and security agen-
cies, the Noida International Airport was declared a Red
Zone (no drone fly zone) on October 8, 2024, he said.

“Flying a drone without permission in this area is a pun-
ishable offence under the Airports Authority of India Act,
1934 and the rules for UAV operation,” Mishra said.

“Legal action will be taken against any person, institu-
tion or group found violating this instruction.

“All citizens are requested to follow this rule and coop-
erate with the security system of the airport,” he added.

With Noida International Airport poised to become one
of the country’s major aviation hubs, safeguarding the facil-
ity has become a matter of national importance.

In support of the new restrictions, security agencies,
along with the local administration, have ramped up sur-
veillance efforts, deploying CCTV cameras and other
advanced monitoring systems across the area.

The airport management has appealed to the public for
full cooperation, stressing that compliance with the reg-
ulations is crucial to ensuring the safety of the airport and
the broader airspace.
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AAI'sHubballi Airport receives

PlatinumRecognitionaward

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) announced that
Hubballi Airportin Karnataka
has been awarded the Plat-
inum Recognition—the high-
est level of honour—in the
Green Airports Recognition
2025 by Airports Council
International (ACI) Asia-
Pacific & Middle East.
Hubballi Airport was
awarded under the category
“Sustainable Energy at Air-
ports” and from among the
airports handling less than 6
million passengers per annum.
This prestigious honor was
declared during the ACI Asia-
Pacific & Middle East Regional
Assembly, Conference & Exhi-
bition held in New Delhi on
16 April and the award was
received by Rajesh Nilkanth
Shinde, Executive Director
(Technical), AAl, on behalf

Platinum: DD

of the chairman, AAL

The recognition celebrates
AAT's innovative 8 MW solar
power plant project commis-
sioned at Hubballi Airportin
December 2022, which has
been a pioneering step towards
energy self-sufficiency and
environmental sustainability.
The Platinum Recognition
by ACI stands as a testament
to AAD's unwavering dedication
to environmental stewardship
and sustainable infrastructure
development.
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As Navi Mumbai airpor
for take off, realty to spread wings

PRACHI PISAL
Mumbal, Z7 Apnl

Real estate near the Navi Mumbai
International Afrport (NMLA) Is poised
for substantial growth as developers
believe the Navi Mumbal Airport
Influence Notified Area (NATNA), aswell
as enhanced connectivity to the region,
would propel demand in the sector.

The airport, worth £21 billion, is
expected to be Inangurated in June,
Adani Realty is likely to launch a $10,000
crore, 1000+ acre township near Navi
Mumbal Alrport, aiming to create a pre-
mium mixed-use urban hub over the next
decade. NAINA, awell-planned city span-
ning 371 sq km, will be developad across
170 villages In Panvel, Pen and Uran in
Raigad district.

Onee developed, it will be a hub for
trade, technology and other induostries,

with around 314,000 crore allocated for
infrastructure development in the region.
"Upon completion this year, NMLA will
connect Navi Mumbai globally, leading
to an influx of visitors, talent migration,
corporaie establishmenis and trade
setups. Industrial warehonsing, e-com-
merce, residental, retail and commercial
real estate will benefit from this growth,
bolstered by favourable povernment poli-
cles and rpeforms” said Niranjan
Hiranandani, chairman, Hiranandani
group and Maredeo.

NAIMNA'S proximiny o NMIA, India’s
largest state-rum port  authoricy
Jawaharlal Mehr Port Authority (JNPA)
and its special economic zone (SEZ), as
well as the Mumbal Trans Harbour Link
{MTHL), which Is India’s longest sea
bridge connecting Mumbal o Nawvi
Mumbai, among others, would draw real-
tors to the area. Vinod Rohira, managing
director and chief executive officer. K
Raheja Corp, said Navi Mumbai's trans-
formation was being driven by major
infrastructure developments like the new
alrport and the MTHL, which has brought
Mumbai within a 20-minute reach.

*“That kind of access is reshaping
demand — residential projects are seeing
much greater demand due to Navi
Mumbai's growing appeal as a place to
live and work. Also, commercial leasing
activity Is seeing strong growth, delven
by IT. banking, financial services and
insurance (BFSI), and data centres,” he
said. According to Rohira, retail and hos-
pitality will come next. The average resi-
dential property rates in Navi Mumbai
increased by 23 per cent vear-on-vear (-

TAKING FLIGHT

B The airport, worth
$2.1bn and built

by the Adani group,
is et to be
inaugurated in June

Mavi Mumbai Alrport
Influence Notify Area
across Mowvillages

HIGH RISE

locality  Awerage % chgasof
price maos
(9-0-0)
Ghansoli ¥16,199 13 NN
Seawoods 20,817 1S
Ulwe T10,462 27 I
Uran T8,608 25N

Source: MagicBricks

o-Y) in 2034, toaround 10,810 per square
foot (psf). Experts at Anarock believe this
rise coincifles directly with progress on
the NMLA and supporting infrastructure
developments. The vicinity of the airport
has artracted established real estate play-
ers, including Adani Realty, Godrej
Properties, Hiranandani Group, K Raheja
Corp. Panchshil Realty and Arihant
Superstructires.

Godre] recently acguired three con-
tiguous land parcels on lease from CIDCO
in Mavi Mumbais Kharghar for aroonnd
171658 crore. Gramercy Info Park, a firm
affiliated with Panchshil Realty — a
Pune-based builder — bought land
parcels worth 615 crore [In Navi Mumbai's
Ghansoli area, reportedly for a data cen-
tre. Residential property prices in
Ghansoll have gone up by 13 per cent
quarter-on-quarter {(J-o-0)) in the first
quarer of 2025 to around 16199 paf,
while the prices in Kharghar during the
same period appreciated by 18 per cent
to around ¥2295 psf according to
MagicBricks.

Eey markets in the airport’s vieinity,
including Kalamboli, Kamothe, Kopar

B (idco is developing a

rtgearsup

W MMRDA is B Ave residential
working on the property rates in
Third Mumbal' Mavl Mumbai
after Mumbai surged 23 percent
and Navi -0-Y in 2024

Fhairane, MNerul East, Seawoods, Panvel,
Sanpada, Ulwe, Uran and Vashi, have
seen slgnificant growth In residential
property prices in QICY25 on a Q-0-Q
basis. "Developers are strategically
launching premium residential and com-
mercial projects that capitalise on the
anticipated economic boom. Many are
acquiring land parcels in strategic loca-
tions near Infrastructure nodes and
dezipning integrated townships,"” sald
Prashant Thakur, regional director and
head, research. Anarock group,

“Addirionally, there is a notable shift
towards creating mixed-use develop-
ments that combine residential, retail and
office spaces to maximise value and cater
to the expected influx of professionals
once the alrport becomes operational,”
Thakur added. It has raized concerns of
infrastructure constraints, chiefly rans-
poriation networks and utilitles, which
may not keep upwith the pace of growth.
This can lead to congestion and service
inadequacies. the long gestation period
of infrastructure projects and affordability
concerns amid rapid appreciationof prop-
erty prices can risk pricing out middle-
income buyers who initlally viewed MNavi
Mumbai as an accessible alternative 1o
Mumbal. "Environmental sustainability
presents another significant challenge, as
development pressures threaten ecolog-
ieally sensitive areas, Including man-
groves and wetlands. There is the risk of
oversupply in certain segments as devel-
opers rush tocapitalise on the growth nar-
rative, potentially leading to absorption
challenges and price corrections in spe-
cific micro-markets,” said Thakur.
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‘Great Opportunity for
India to be Transit Hub’

Protectionist measures won't
help develop the economy,
says the CEQ of Dubai Airports

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: India has a great opportunity
to become a global transit hub due to the co-
uniry s fvourable geographic position, sa-
i Paul Griffiths, CEOQof Dubal Alrports,
“Indin is perfectly well placed geographi-
cally to bea global
Tueby beecamse it has

gt the whole of /-Q LOCATION MATTERS
If you look at the geocentricity of the
world's population, | think you will
probably find it is probably around
the position of India on the globe

m“mhh ‘qrn““ﬂ MMGRMMMIM

Asia, it has got
Australia, Euro-
pe, Middle East
In fact, if you look
at the geo-centrl-
city of the world's
population, |
think wyou will
probably find it is

the position of In-

dia on the globe,” Griffiths, who became the
alrport's first CEO in 2007, sald In an inter-
view withET.

But India, Griffithssaid, will have tode-
velop its iInfrastructure “very fast” (o be-
come n hub.

“Dubai was very quick to establish world
clasz aviation infrstructure in the Last 25
years, which gave it the ability to operate
large number of flights across the world.
We have got 260 clty pairs now that can be
connected directly from Dubai,” Griffiths
said. He also warned against the protectio
st slance of the governiment to notexpnd
flving rights for foreign airlines as that im-

pedes the growth of an airport.

“The problem is when you try toprotect so-
miething. [ would argee, you cause mone da
mage to the economy. Other countries have
attempted this, like Canada, where they ha-
ve iried to restrict the capacity and that led
toconsumers ending up paying significant-
Iy higher prices,” he said.

“The right way round ks (o concenirate an
making the sidines. It would be beneficial
fior Inidia's ecomomy and passengers il they
liberalise access betweon Indiaand UAE.”™

India is framing a national policy to
tranaform its alrports into major inter
national hubg, offering single point in-

ternational connectivity to multiple des-
tinations, Currently, almost 85% of the
connecting traffic from India travelling
to Europe, Morth America and Australia
connect at non-Indian airport hubs lke
those in the Middle East.

Under Griffiths, Dubai has regularly been
ameg the top thiee bushest alrports off the
warld and one of the finest in terms of pas-
senger convenience. A repart by the CAPA
Conter for Aviation, a consulting frm, said
[ibai’s growth was “inexorable,” thanks to
its apgressive airline expansion, few rest-
rictions on international Dights and large
public investments.
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Airport, rail
station in
Kerala get
bomb threats

The Hindu Bureau
THIEUVANANTHAPURAM

A Tresh wave of hoax bomb
threats continued to keep
paolice on tenterhooks after
Thiruvananthapuram  In-
ternational  Airport and
Thiruvananthapuram Cen-
tral Railway Station re-
ceived anonymous warn-
ings on Sunday.

The police and CISF
launched  anti-sabotage
checks and confirmed that
there was no threat to pu-
blic safery. Train services
continued without disrugp-
tion. Officials have sought
assistance from Microsoft
to trace email account
linked to the threats.
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Traffic at Srinagar airport
down by over 50 per cent

MOHIT KANDHARI B Jammu

of 26 tourists in Baisaran meadow of

Pahalgam on April 22, the passenger
traffic by air has dropped to roughly 50
per cent at the Srinagar airport.

According to the data shared by the
Srinagar airport authorities on their offi-
cial page on X, “4619 pasgengers landed
in Srinagar via 53 flights on April 26, and
only 28 passengers arrived there in three
additional flights"

Compared o this, over 53000 passen-
gers headed back (between April 22-25)
after the attack, which killed 26 tourists
and lefi 17 others wounded.

Before the Pahalgam massacre,
Srinagar airporl witnessed an average
arrival of 8600 o 9200 passengers
between April 17 to April 22, In contrast,
4456 passengers landed in Srinagar on
April 24, 4240 on April 25, and 4619 on
April 26.

The day the terror attack took place,
9235 passengers arrived in Srinagar,

Irl the aftermath of the horrific killing

9640 on April 21, and 8194 on April 19.

Amid escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan, the tourist footfall has
drastically gone down, and the main
tourist hot spots in the valley present a
deserted look

Compared to Pahalgam, tourist places
like Gulmarg, Sonamarg, and Srinagar are
still recording tourist footfall, but
Pahalgam is still waiting for the tourists
1o returm.

On Sunday, famous actor Atul Kulkarni
landed in Tammu and Kashmir with an
appeal to fellow citizens to visit the
Himalayan region in huge numbers.

Kulkarni reached Srinagar on Sunday
early morning and drove siraight to
Pahalgam.

“The terror attack was intended to tell
tourists not to come to Kashmir If we
cancel our plans to travel o Kashmir, we
are in a way allowing the intentions of the
terrorists to succeed,” the actor said.

On Sunday morning, Kulkarni posted
photographs of a wvirtually empty
Mumbai-Srinagar flight.

“The crew said these Hights were full.
We need to fill them again (sic]” he wrote
in & post on X, with hashtags such as
‘Chalo Kashmir, "Defeat Terror, ‘Feet in
Kashmir.

The tour managers in the valley have
received several requests to cancel the
scheduled visits in the absence of any
advisory to tourists suggesting whether
it 15 safe to travel to Jammu and Kashmir
under the prevailing circumstances,

Both the United States and the United
Kingdom have issued a similar advisory,
asking its citizens not to travel within 10
km of India and Pakistans border areas
due 1o rising tensions between the two
neighbours.

These countries have advised their cit-
tzens against all travel to the region of
Jammu and Kashmir (including
Pahalgam, Gulmarg, Sonamarg, the city
of Srinagar and the Jammu-Srinagar
national h:ghwa}'] except for travel by air
to and from the city of Jammu, travel
within the city of Jammu, travel within the
Union Territory of Ladakh”
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Domestic airlines register
robust growth

NEW DELHI, April 26: In-
dia saw arobust 10.35 per cent
annual growth m passengers
carried by domestic airlines at
431.98 lakh last fiscal (FY25),
from 391.46 lakh in the previ-
ous fiscal (FY24), accordng to
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) data
released on Saturday.

In the month of March, the
figure was 145.42 lakh as
against 133.68 lakh during the
corresponding period of the
previous year, thereby reg-
istering a monthly growth of
8.79 per cent, according to
the official data.

Low-cost carrier IndiGo
reached 93.1 lakh passengers
with a market share of 64 per
cent. Air India Group (Air In-
dia and Air India Express) flew
38.8 lakh passengers with
26.7 per cent market share,
the DGCA data revealed.

Akasa Air and SpiceJet
clocked 7.2 lakh and 4.8 lakh
passengers, respectively, last
month —with a market share
of 5 per cent and 3.3 per cent.

The overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domestic
airhnes for the month of
March 2025 has been (.56 per
cent, according to the DGCA.

During March, a total of
739 passenger-related com-
plaints had been received by
the scheduled domestic air-

tic air passenger traffic rose by
6.12 per cent to 16.13 crore in
2024 from 15.2 crore n the
previous year, according to the
DGCA. The country’s com-
mercial airhnes also flew more
than 1.49 crore passengers on
domestic routes m December
2024, whach represents an in-

lines. The number of com-
plamts per 10,000 passengers
carried for the month of
March has been around (0.51.
The major reasons for
complaints were flight prob-
lems. Airlines have received
atotal of 739 complaints, out
of which 733 (99.2 per cent)
have been addressed.
Meanwhile, India’s domes-

crease of 8.19 per cent com-
pared to the corresponding fig-
ure of 1.38 crore for Decem-
ber 2023.

Airlines are expanding
their fleet as well as net-
works to meet the rising air
travel demand in the coun-
try, which is one of the world's
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets. — JANS
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Bomb scare on Varanasi-B'luru
IndiGo flight; Canadian detained

Panic broke out at Varanasi airport after a foreign national
aboard a Bengaluru-bound IndiGo flight daimed he was
carrying a bomb, police said on Sunday. The inddent took place
on Saturday night, police said, adding that the passenger, a
(amadian, has been detained. Securnity sleuths are questioning
the man, officials said.
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Bomb scare on Varanasi-B'luru
IndiGo flight, Ganadian detained

Panic broke out atVaranasi airport after a foreign
naticnal aboard a Bengaluru-bound IndiGo flight
daimed he was carrying a bomb, police said on
Sunday. The incident took place on Saturday night,
police said, adding that the passenger, a Canadian,
has been detained. Security sleuths are guestioning
the man, officials said. Following the bomb scare, the
gircraft was mowed to the isolation bay for a thorough
inspection, but no explosive material was found, said
Puneet Gupta, director ofthe alpmt. Gupta said the
IndiGo orew promptly informed the Air Traffic Control
(ATC) about the threat after the passenger's claim. The
flight was grounded and inspected as perstandard
security protocoks. After receiving dearance from security
agencies, the aircraft departed for Bengaluru. FTl
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Give properinfo, in-flight
catering: DGCAtoairlines

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ithlonger flight times
expected after Pakistan
closeditsairspace to Indian

carriers, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Saturday
urged airlines to ensure proper com-
munication and in-flight catering for
passengers.

The civil aviation regulator has
identified five key areas — pre-flight
passenger communication, in-flight
catering and comfort, medical pre-

paredness and alternate aerodromes,

customer service and support
readiness, and intra-departmental
coordination —in view of airspace
restrictions leading to longer flight
durations.

It has warned that non-compliance
with its “mandatory guidance” would

attract appropriate action.

The aviation watchdog noted there
would be “significant rerouting” of
international and regional flights,
“increased block times” (duration
of a flight from the origin to the
destination) compared to sched-
uled durations, and the “possibility
of technical halts” for operational
or fuel requirements due to these
developments.

Against this backdrop, it asked
airline operators to proactively inform
passengers about changes in routes
due to airspace restrictions and
revised total expected travel times —
from departure to arrival.

Fliers should also be briefed about
the possibility of technical stops.

The information must be commu-
nicated at check-in, boarding gates,
and where feasible, through SMS/
email.
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DGCAguidelinestoairlinesover longer flights

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Anticipating longer
flight hours for international fliers after
Pakistan closed its airspace to Indi-
an operators, the DGCA on Saturday
asked airlines to provide proper com-
munication and in-flight catering to
passengers.

The Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation has identified five key areas on
passenger handling measures in view
of longer flight durations. They are:
pre-flight passenger communication,
in-flight catering and comfort, medical
preparedness and alternative aero-

dromes, customer service and support
readiness and intra-departmental co-
ordination.

The regulator warned that non-com-
pliance of the “mandatory guidance”
would attractenforcement action.
Detailson Page 7
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DGCA guidelines for airlines

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEWDELHI
With  Pakistan airspace

becoming out of bounds for
Indian aircraft in view of the
growing tension over the
Pahalgam terror attack, the
Centre has while taking cog-
nizance of the changes in
flight routes and duration
directed all airlines to imple-
ment enhanced passenger
handling measures with
immediate effect.

The Director General of
Civil Asiation (DGCA) on
Saturday issued a set of
guidelines for all airlines

which seek transparent com-
munication, enhanced in-
flight services, medical read-
iness, customer support pre-
paredness and operational
coordination between flight
operators, customer service,
inflight services and medical
partners.

Since several flight routes
and timings have changed
due t airspace restriction
over Pakistan, the DGCA has
directed that passengers be
proactively informed about
route changes, extended
travel times, and any techni-
cal halts during their journey.
“This communication should

occur at check-in, boarding,
and via digital alerts.” it said.

The new directions also
requite all the airlines to
revise catering based on the
actual block time, ensuring
adequate food, hydration,
and special meal availability
throughout the fAight, includ-
ing any technical stopovers.

Similarly it calls for greater
medical preparedness
onboard. “Carriers must
ensure onboard medical
supplies are sufficient and
verify the availability of
eMmergency services at poten-
tial technical halt airports”
the directive states.
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DGCA puts
out advisory
over airspace
restrictions

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Saturday issued an adviso-
ry to airlines on providing
proper communication
and in-flight catering ser-
vices to passengers as in-
ternational flights were
having longer flying time
due to the Pakistan air-
space closure.

Pakistan has closed its
airspace for Indian air-
lines, resulting in longer
flying hours for their inter-
national flights, especially
those flying out from north
Indian cities, including
Delhi.

The DGCA’s advisory fo-
cuses on five main areas —
pre-flight passenger com-
munication, in-flight cater-
ing and comfort, medical
preparedness and alterna-
tive aerodromes, customer
service and support readi-
ness, and intra-depart-
mental coordination.

Airlines have to ensure
that all passengers are
proactively informed
about the change in rout-
ing and revised total ex-
pected travel time. Also,
the possibility of a techni-
cal stop at an intermediate
airport should be informed
to the passengers.

According to DGCA, air-
lines must ensure that ca-
tering uplift is revised
based on actual expected
block time.
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‘Domestic air
travel rises
8.70% to
1.45 crore I
March: DGCA

NEW DELHI: Indian air-
lines carried 1.45 crore
passengers in March, an
increase of 8.79 per cent
compared to the year-ago
period, according to official
data released on Saturday.

The Indian carriers had
flown a total of 1.33 crore
passengers in March 2024.

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during
March 2025 were 145.42
lakh as against 133.68 lakh
du.ring the correspond—
ing Pcrlod of the previous
year,” the DGCA said in its
monthly domestic passenger
traffic report.

In the month gone by,
IndiGo transported a total of
93.1 lakh passengers with a
market share of 64 per cent
while Air India Group (full-
service carrier Air India and
low-cost carrier Air India
Express) flew 38.8 lakh pas-
sengers with 26.7 per cent
market share. The two other
major carriers - Akasa Air
and SpiceJet - flew 7.2 lakh
and 4.8 lakh passengers,
respectively in March 2025,
cornering market share of 5
per cent and 3.3 per cent.

IndiGo delivered the
highest on-time perfor-
mance (OTP) at 88.1 per
cent for March 2025 fol-
lowed by Akasa Air at 86.9
per cent while that of Air
India Group and SpiceJet
was at 82 per cent and 72.1
per cent, respectively. OTP
has been computed for four
metro airports -- Bengal-
ury, Delhi, Hyderabad, and
Mumbai. il
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‘Focused on creating
good solid business,
targeting profitability’

HE eountry s nowest aldine Alasa Ady, which begnn s
commercial operntions In August 5002, recently added
Ies 28th destination - Darbhanga, Bihar (23 domestic and
i internntional citjes), The aidine has served over 17
mill o passengers Slnce its nunch, [t has sef aggressive
expansion plans, including a high-profile aircraft deal
with Boeing. On the sidelines of the recontly hald SAP
NOW Al Tour in Mumbal, the airline’s CFO Ankur Goel told
Uma KEannan that they are focused on ereating a good solld
business and are targeting profitnbility Edited excerpis:

Whaat is your expansion plan in this fiscal yesr FY267

Itis thesame plan thst we had last vear and the same we will havwe
fonr vears later, and 1t 18 to chase proffability, Indin 85 & country
is underserved and i1t requires a lot more capacity to come inand
that's whad we are [ocused an. As we cont inoe to add capacity, we
will contlnue to augment some of the citles that we have Nivl
Mumbal is going to open up this year and so is the Jewar Alrport.
Wewould want to fy to those ol ties s well and beyond that thers
will be other clties that we continue to evaloate,

What about vour plans for international expansion?

We believe that Internstional for us is here (o stay and that 1t is
just far more profitable than domestic when we look at the num-
bers averall In fact, 16% of our capacity today 18 infernntionnl
and It will orpanically grow becanse we are chasing markets that
ame profitnhlke and onderserved, So, you will see some cit ies adding
toour capacity. Over the next three-four venrs, (e nuomber could
be s highas 40% for international and

the rest for domestic _—

Your deliveries fell short of expecta- We are focused on
tion in FY25. How many new planes  creating a strong
are you expecting lo deliver in FY28?  systainable airline,
We :lan;lll'nimm an the shell count. Thtjw Market share will
are multiples ways to generate capacity

You can add capacity by [y ing your planes ﬁ: ::’:ﬂpﬁ'
mome and you can generate capacity by

fiving vour planes lange & The focns for us would want is to

i5 not how many planes are coming o, have100% of the
our focus i on how much capacity is get.  market and 0%on
ting added. In FY28, we should be one  the profit,

thimd bigser compared o what we g -

day, We should roughly add 25% addifionnl I - ——
capacity in FY3% compared (o FY25.

How are you looking at the competition? Any plans to
increase the morket share which is around 4-5%7

I don't know whiat the number is, we don'teven track that number
becouse that mumber is no indiemtaor of success or profitability
People tell us it s aroumnd 5%, Weare focosed on ereating o strong
sustalmable aldine, Market share will just be an output. The last
thing we would want is to hove 100% of the market md 0% on the
profit So, prafl tabllity is something weare targeting We are here
topet & good salid business In which customers are happy Oyving
with us, Market share becomes more relevant in manre markets
When India’s market 1iselfl {s gprowing at 20-25% year-on-vear, the
pie s expanding so much that we Just don't have enough aifines
and eponph niverndt o ke thod pie. So, the gquestion of market
share just does not arize right now,

Where do you want the airline to be in terms of growth in
the next Ave vears?
[ hope that vou find things absolutely the same, We want to be on
extremely baring airline, which means that the level of serviee
that yvou expect from Akasa today should remain the same, The
fact that we seale op should not mean that vou got bad qualiiy
seats, bad quality prodocts and food. For all of that internally we
need to seale up and that means that every single thing that we
are doing has to be significantly better 8o that as a customer you
continue to get the smne pxpericnees that vou expect from Ak ssa
which s where the technology comes in for us

From a customer perspective, [ hope that the experience m-
mains very similar We want to be that airline that meets the cus
tomer's expectat lons
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Airlines weigh Pak airspace bar impact

Long flight detours,
hlgher fares on anvil

AMIVA KUMAR
KUSFTWATITA

Mew Delhi: Indlan atrlimes are
staring at hgher operational
cirts and longer travel Hmes,
wilch may lead o [namrekal
lossas and Tising alriares, as
thoy reroute Intornational
fllghts after Paklstan shut lts
alrspace 1n the aftermach of
the Pahalgam Lerror ailack,
aviarion axparts huve sakl.

Teanporary suspension of
iHghtson Central Astan roubes
can also ho oxpecied, they
Ao,

Indinn airlines had suf-
fered losses of around 4548
crore due to alrspace closure
¥ Pakistan n W18, according
o darw provided by then min-
Ister of stmte for chvi]l avinton

Al Trdla and TndiGo— the
twr meapor Tndan atrines it
offer international services

announced on Thursday
ovening that oy would take
alternative extended routes
for [ighis w0 and from Norih
America, the UK, Kurope and
Wost Asia,

“Alr India s IndiGo will
e st affected by the closiure
of Pakistan atrspace.” =aid
Mark T Martin, CEO of Mar-
tin Consulsing and an avlaton
axpert, notng that the devel-
QPINCTIE COMAR &t B0 Peak of
N Y VB EVERETE

Inubl o, oo starement, sukd
Ihe alrepace closure by Paki-
sian had impacted a few of Us
Insarnational flghts

“Our tenms are working
dillgently w pssess the sima-
1ion and assist iImpactod cus-
tomears With tha best poesible
alternatives. This sudden an-
nounceEment 15 beyond our
comtrol and we sinceroly e
wret the disrupsion 1t may have
cased to your waved plans.

10 your it 18 mpacied,
WE STOLTEEE VAL 4D WISLE onr
wehsite: to explore flaxible re-
booking options or claim a re-
fuiwl as par your preferance,”
LRV R

The abline sald it had
cancedled its fllghts m Almaty
from April 27 to May 7 and
to TashEoent from April 28 w
MayT.

D oy the closure of Paki-
=iaT's Atrspace, 50 mbernation-
al routes cperated by IndiGo
WAL TeqUILre G Sect0rs And
hence may be sublect tw some
slight schedule adiustments

'I'lmrl.ul.shllm e 1l
Take g they propare to leave
Srimagarom Saturday. (FTT)

With the samse restrictiens
and fmited rerouting opions,
unforinnalely Almaty amd
TashEont ara ouishl tha op-
erational runge of IndiGo's
current fiest,” Indlgo suld in
A stalemend.

Satay TAZAr, an Aviaton
axpert and CEO of Avialaz
conslmats, ol ks newspa-
per that Trddian aliriines wonld
have to Face longer flight
times, clreuttous roastes Al
techmnical hadis on wre-lons -
han fhighis o and fom he 08
and Canada,

“This could range from
b ooy 03 minwtes extra on uwl-
tra-kong-haul fghts (oo
Ing the adidltional tme a mch-
el bk 1), b sald

“Weshoukl be seelng addl-
ticimal filgh tme for Journeys
t ComiTal Asla, Tandon and
other parts of Europs, Addi-
Honal fying Hme can even g0
up o one ancd p half hours for
s - ong-ha fights o
North Americs,” Lozar sald,

He expects the alrlines to
anmoanes modified schedoies
by factoring Lh the et gt
thre dnd the possiide eehnl-
Al halts.

Howewvaer, Lazar hoped
that atrlines wonrld he abla to
meanags the erisls afflclenty
a5 they had coped wedl when
Pakistan had shui 118 air-
spaca after the Fargil War and
Balabot strikes.

Acconding to Martin, ticlet
PGS MAY Soe 3 3545 Dor comt
£lsa for fllghts to West Asla
] Eurogs,

“By conservative esil-
THRkHEE, WO BTpaCt Hokoed Irices
O FIRD DY & TN of 55 par
cent w destinations in West
Asia and by over & per ceni 4o
deslinatons to Eurape in &id-
dition to Rlghar carbon amls-
Elons and fuel burn,” Martn
=ald.

He hoped for a quick
ih-ocalatiaon 10 g shaation,
wiieh threatened to take s wll
om the afrfines’ parnings.

Lazar said long detours
il techirioal hales woukd bl
o additional fel, crew and
bnniing cosls.

=For narrow hdy oper.
wtlons to Central Asla, there
may be a greater oost Impact
since a technical lsali In West
Asla may be essantial, Thara
ol T SOME IOy S1s-
pension of routes to Central
Asts.” Lazar sakl

Howeeeer, he 3l he aiam't
sxpect an immedlate hike
m adrfares,

“Though cosis will go up,
T dom't foo price Hokets going
up right uway. After thres o
sk muonithe, we could ses some
hardening of raies as alrlines
twaalk fares and pass o7 oS
B COMANMATS, " B sl

~additionnl fiying time
may eventually mako fights
marn epenstve as woll. Thore
ikre et crets Lol ved, Thers
15 extra fuel burn becanse of 5
MOFe CIFCULouS TOWE, phs an
BTEFA Shap an WHTaJong- e
roates, which incur addidonnd
crew and lnniting costs (oo,
nsal.

The exparts sild Delhi
and Mumbal alrports might
sxperience disruption and
mernased load as thi max
tmum long-haul and ulktra
Long-huul fllghts to North
America, Europse and the UK
depart from there.

Thckes for filghts i Srina-
i from Delnd, Mumbeal and
Coleutte for the next thres
months cost beiween 74,700
il 1000 If soaneaie plans
o travel oo Srinagar in the
next iwo weeks, tekets are
avallable for F4470

Alrlinesand tickos booking
platforms have expressad an
InAnLILY (o share cancedlaiion
amdl rescnerling GEures.

Thea Directorate Gemara] of
Civil Avlaton on Satarday is-
sued an pdvisery to alrines on
EEOVHINE PEOPCT COMmImnanica.
elon ond wn-filght caturing sar-
Wl o D sseniers beaise of
extendad 1light durnticns and
enchimical shops caugel Ty Pa-
Il STy s rpac closro,

The advisory also focus-
o5 on medieal preparedness
and aliernate aermiromes,
CASHHTEE Sarvioe and support
readiness and intra-depart-
mental coordination.
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