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¥ Five-tier security ring for inauguration; 5,000 personnel deployed

Modi to open Noida airport today

Traffic curbs, diversions
in Noida for event today

New Delhi, March 27: The
much-awalted Nolda
Imernational Alrport s
sot to be inaugurated on
Saturday by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the secomd major alrport
in the National Capital
Region that will boost the
country’s efforts o be a
global aviation hub.

Among the largest green:
fleld airport projects in
ihe Country, Nolda
Alrport, located in Jewar,
Gautam Buddh Nagar dis-
treict of Dttar Pradesh, will
initially have a capacity 1o
hamdle 12 million passen
PErs per annum.

Onee fully developed, the
airport will have a total
passonger handling eapac-
ity of 70 million.

Mr Modi on Friday said
the airport will boost com-
merce and connectivity
and ease congestion at the
Indira Gandhi
International Alrport in
the national capital.

“Tomorrow. March 28, is
a day of immense impor-
tance for the people of
Uttar Pradesh and the
NCR. Phase-1 of Noida
International Alrport will
be inavgurated. This will
boost commerce and con
nectivity It will sase con-
gestion at the Gl Alrport
in Delhl,” he sald.

The first phase of the
alrport has been devel-
oped at an investment of
around 211,200 crore.

“DXN" is the code for the

A view of the newly-constructed Noida International
Alrport ahead of its inauguration by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Saturday.

alrport, which will be
operated by Yamuna
International Alrport Pvt.
Lid (YTAPL), a subsidiary
of Zurich Alrport
International AG, under a
public-private  partner-

s-h!F.

“The alrport features a
E000-metre runway capa-
hle of handling wide-body
afrcraft, along with mod-
ern navigation systems
including instrument
landing svstem (ILS) and
advanced airfield lghting
o support efficient, all-
weather, round-the-clock

operations,” an official
statement gald on
Thursday,

Originally scheduled o
COMMEence PASSENEn: sery-
fces in September 2024,
NIA is being developed in
four phases along with a
dedlecated cargo term inal.

- 2T

It received an acrodrome
license from the aviation
regulator, DGCA, earlier
this maonih.

According to an official
statement on Friday, the
Delhi and Molda alrports
will function wogether as
an integrated aviation sys-
tem, sasing congestion,
expanding passenger
capacity, and positioning
Delhi-NCR among the lead-
ing global aviation hubs.

A Mive-tier security ring
has beon put in place, and
around 5,000 security per-
sonnel have been deployed
for the inauguration of
Noida International
Aldrport on Saturday,

The alrput will have a
robust cAargo ecosystem,
including a multimodal
cargo hub, featuring an
ntegrated carpo terminal
and logistics ;ones.  — PTY

Nolda, March 27: Entry
routes have been ear-
marked, parking zones
sepregated, and commer.
cial vehicles divertod as
the Gautam Buddh Nagar
trafflc police |ssued a
detalled advisery ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit for the inau-
guiral ceveamony of Noida
Alrport on Saturday

The advisory  will
remain in foree from 7am
o 11 pm on Saturday, with
HITEI'.I“E‘.IT'H.'I'II.‘{- ﬂ'l.ﬁlit' to
ensue uninterrupted pas-
sage of emergency vehl
cles such as ambulances
and fire services.

Vehicles from Meertt
and Ghaziabad will be
routed via the eastern
peripheral  eXpressway,
exiting at Sirsa ioll and
proceeding through desig:
nated roundabouts before
reaching the venue, where
separate parking zones —
P07 (Meerut) and P06
{Ghaziabad) have been
earmarked, officials sabd,

Traffic coming from
Mathura and Allgarh via
Yamuna Expressway will
exit at Jowar cut and enter
through Sabauta under-
pass and Kishorpur gate,
with parking allocated in
zones P05, P08 and P11
respectively. Velilcles from

Hapur, Bulandshahr and
nearby areas will be
diverted along the Jowar-
Khurja road and enter
through Parchi gate, with
parking arranged in zones
P13 and P-14.

Dignitaries will access
the venue through the dedi-
cated Yamuna Expressway
interchange and park In
mnes PO, P02 and P03,
while media personnel will
enter vin Kishorpur gate
and park In P-08.

The police, administra-
tive and povernment stall
on duty will also use the
Kishorpur gate, with park-
ing designated at P-10,
while official buses will be
rowted via Davanantpur
and parked in P-15.

Commuters from Nolda
and Greater Molda using
the Noida-Greater Noida
Exprossway will be divert-
ed through specified
roundabouts and service
roads before entering viaa
lemporary gaté near
Ranehra Police Post, with
parking mainly at P07,

Vehicles from Greater
Modda west will be routed
through Parl Chowk,
while those from Dankaur
and nearby reglons will
follow service roads and
canal routes to dosignated
entry points. — PT!
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Flights at Navi Mumbai airport
to grow 3x in summer schedule

lﬂ-Hl Prhasi s
KRirres

Flights st Movi Mumbsi air
pert are set to treble with the
lmanch of new destinations,
Inciuding Kolkara, Ayodhya,
Apra and Tiroparl, in the
summer schedule starting
Sunday.

Dumeslic passemger oper
ations ut Navi Mumbei bey
last Christmas  with 46
scheduled fights (arrival and
departure]),

The airport  currenty
bardles around the same
number of scheduled Bights
amud this i expected to in
crense to 144 in the symmer
schecule.

There are no immediame
plans  for imcernational
operations

CAPACITY EXPANSION
Until February end, the sir
port handled over 4 lakch pas-

Until February
end, the :
handled over

4 lakh passengers

I-:'I1FI1...I'I.iI‘_|1|.II1 .‘|.||I:I'|.r.l|'i1.1|..I of
Inlia data show

IndiGo will bead the capa-
city expansion at the airport
with 116 flights {srrival and
deparienes),

The number of desting
tions connected by IndiGo
froms Navi Mumbai will rise

from 13w 46,

This fodlows & tweak in s
network. Destmstions Hioe
Avodiva, Agra,  Hindon,
Tabalpur and Tirupati will be
served from Nowvi Mumbai
instead of Mumbai,

An exooutive said there
would be no reductlon in
overall capacity st Mumbal
and only destinations con
tributing {ewer connecting
maffic W its inbernational
rouites ane heing moved o
Navi Mumbai

Alaga Air is expected to
operare 16 flights and add
new destinations — Kolkaza
and Locknow, Alr India Fx-
press will have arcond 12
Highl-: daily, inchufing a new
service to Hyderabad,

Star Air, which launched
opcragons from Navi Mum-
bai on [y 1, is not resuming
cummectivily Irom the air-
port. The krline earlier cited
aircrll avuilubility issues for
the route suEspension
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Taxiing to take off, Jewar
airport could lift land values

SANMET HORUL
Mew Delhi, 7 March

Thee bmgurntion of Medda
Intermational Alrpar (MIA)
15 expected to push up prices
of boch residential and
Intsstrind unis in
mlcromarkets alongtha
Yarmuna Expressway, with
The momenmm spilling over
Into peighbourng Nolda
and Greater Molda,
according o developers
and markes observers.

Set i be lnsemurated by
Prime Minister Narendss
Modi on Samsday, property
vaiues inithe Yamunn
Expressway Industrial
Development Authorny
(Yelda) region, wihich
Includes Jewar, are projected
T s by 28 per cent for plots
and 22 per cent for
aparmments over the next
Two yeass, scooeding to
Colliers. The reylon has seen
srmoyg realty activity siice
the alrpont was announced
In20m. Apartment prices ln
Talda have nearly rehled
over the pas five years —
from T3, 200 per squate
foat {psf) in 302000
To,600 paf in 2025

Pravesr Faln, president of
the National Real Estate
Development Connell, sald
rases in some sectors of the
Yarmuna Expressway Special
Econonie Zome had already

Prime Minister Marendra Modi will innugurate Nobds
International Alrport, the second major one n the Natlonal

Capital Region, on Sanerdsy  svons soms serimanoueg sssosd

Going through
the roof
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zone huve rsen by nearly 40
pet ceat over the past five
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Taxiing to take off,
Jewar airport could

lift land values

Developers.  &nd  markes
waiclers expers  Veldas
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The et T 50 Thee Peas
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ton A2 the sames fme,
Indemries and Issrnunions
begin cpemiions, they dee
sdding (o demand for well
plannsd bousing,” ssid Sahil
Agurmal,  chief  EsEcinive
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Building a transit hub faces challenges deeper than the infra build-up Noida airport represents

Arrival at Departure Lounge

a4 B oday’s inauguration of the

7

| ' first phase of Noida Interna-
tional Airport is being seen
as a vital piece in India’s ef-
fort to build its own transit
hub. Indians are driving global avia-
tion growth. But a large part of busi-
ness is conducted overseas. Dubai and
Singapore have served as India’s gate-
ways for a considerable amount of ti-
me, and bringing a transit hub onsho-
re faces challenges deeper than the in-
frastructure build-up the Noida air-
portrepresents.

A transit hub runs on interlocking
ecosystems of airports, airlines, air-
craft maintenance and leasing, cargo
handling, and retail. All of these have
to come together at scale to create an
aviation hub. India is essentially a traf-
fic-originating market that is in the
process of setting up capacities across
eachof thesesilos. Andit'srelying hea-
vily on the private sector to step up.

Singapore, Doha and Dubai have
achieved their market dominance
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Boarding has started

India, by contrast, is relying on the
market to reach the same ends. Its air-
ports are being built by private firms,
some of them foreign — like Zurich In-
ternational Airport, which will operate
Noida International Airportasa subsi-
diary, Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL). The count-
ry’s principal airlines are privately ow-
ned, with strong overseasshareholding
extendingtostrategic interest of Singa-
pore Alrlines in Tata-owned Air India.
This creates a patchwork of ownership
that will have to traverse a different
pathto airline-airport convergence.
IndiGo and Air India

through heavy state inter-
vention in aviation. Go-
vernments there built e
strong airlines and large e
airports with public R
funds, which helped them
to anchor international
traffic to these destina-
tions. It allowed for the
consequential growth in
logistics and aircraft
maintenance capabili-
ties. The countries
strategically kept tax-
es on jet fuel low, and
built domestic aircraft
leasing capability.
They negotiated hard
for open skies, and de-
veloped tourism aro-
und transit.
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It’s India’s originating
traffic vs locational
advantage of East and
West Asia's transit hubs.
Strong foreign investor
interest in India’s
aviation value chain
indicates the location
factor can be neutralised

ToVia

Dubal
Doha
Magpur
Dhabi

have placed large air-
craft orders with Boeing
and Airbus, and should
be able to relocate main-
tenance facilities away
from Dubaiand Singapo-
re. Onshore aircraft lea-
sing, which is picking up
in Gujarat’s GIFT City,
has a symbiotic rela-
tionship with MRO
(maintenance, repair,
operations/overhaul).
But the bigger hurdle
is the historical expe-
rience with reposses-
sing aircraftfrom Indi-
a’s legion of failed air-
lines. The legal fram-
ework has  been

Mumibai
Dubal
Jadr'

Singapore (pic),

tion of the first hub i1s up in the air —
bets are split between Delhi and Benga-
luru. These cities now have airports at
distances that permit development of

logistics and aeronautical services.
The UShasfour primary cargo hubs
and three for passengers, each ancho-
red by an airline. The numbers are si-
milar for China, the world’s second-
biggest aviation market. India at third
place will bereplicating thismodel mo-
re than the city-state transit hubs that
draw India’s international traffic. This
accounts for divergence in outcomes
and, hence, methods. Some elements
of the Dubai or Singapore models —
such as retail — can be de-emphasised
as India builds its

own hubs.

How the va-

~ Doha and Dubai have rious parts of
achieved their Indian avia-
tweaked, but market percep- market dominance tion come
tions will take time to alter. through heavy state together
. Aviatinn turbine fuel (ATF) intervention. India ;ivjll a]sogle
or interna- : o etermin
ol s | Dy Contfast STEINE by oot
Is  exempt h the cal events.
from central & reac The airline in-
VAT in line § sameends sty is particu-
with global & larly prone to shocks
tax practice. & and business downturns.
But the elep- P There is additional drag
hant in the =% & Oof Jow-margin domestic
room is the J i aviation in the hub-and-
diversity 1n WSS spoke configuration.
state VAT on The most pressing ne-

jet fuel for domestic flights. This has
two market-distorting effects: one, it
keeps domestic aviation uncompetiti-
ve. Two, states can leverage tax on jet
fuel toget ahead in the airports game.
Noida airport benefits from UP go-
vernment’s decision to tax ATF at 1%.
Aircraft refuelling at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport pay an
eye-watering 25%. IGI Airport hand-
les the biggest chunk of cargo traffic
from the country, which will, by de-
sign, shift to the Noida airport less
than 100 km away because existing ca-
pacity is under strain. Tax differential
hastens the transition, and can be avoi-
ded if the Centre prevails on Delhi go-
vernment tomatch UP’s tax on jet fuel.
India’s journey towards becoming a
transithub involves an unusually large
number of stakeholders. Even the loca-

edistoclaw back market sharefromfo-
reign carriers. This limits India’s op-
tions to open its skies while its airlines
bulk up their fleets. Slow aircraft addi-
tion, with spillover effects on factors
like training pilots in the country, rein-
forces the pricing power of West Asian
carriers that are pushing for liberali-
sed bilateral flying rights.

Finally, it’s India’s originating traf-
fic pitted against the locational advan-
tage of East Asia’s and West Asia’s
transithubs. Stronginterest by foreign
investors in every link in India’s avia-
tion value chain indicates the location
factor can be neutralised. For that to
happen, a lot of moving parts would
have to fuse into a sophisticated piece
of machinery.

dipankar.bhattacharyvya@timesofindia.com
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Noida Airport to
be inaugurated
today by Modi

IHI:t-"L H-aWAITED r-:uid.:.
In ational &irport [MIA}I
tto b ugurated o
5 l: rela 5.-U':.F" & Binister
Marendra Modi, the second
major alrpart in the national
capital region
FE BUREAU & AGENCIES
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Airport prayer room
video sparks debate

FPJ News Service

IALIMIELA|

BJPleader Kompella Madhavi
Latha'’s video of reciting man-
tras at Delhis Indira Gandhi
International Airport has
sparked a national debate on
the inclusivity of multi-faith

prayer rooms at Indian air-

ports
In the video, Latha is seen
reciting “Durga Suktam”

inside a women's prayer room
while a few Muslim women
are present. Her post urged
Hindus to use these spaces
and “purify” them
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Noida intl airport to open today;
to ease IGI's load, boost logistics

Vinod Rajput
vinod rajput @hiinve com

MNOIDA: The Noida International
Alirport will be among the coun-
try’'s most important greenfield
projects, will ease congestion at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Alrport. and will
serve as a major boost to the
country’s logistics sector, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Friday, a day ahead of its inaugu-
ration.

"Tomorrow... is a day of
Immense importance for the
people of Uttar Pradesh and
NCH. Phase | of Noida Interna-
tional Alrport will be naugu-
rated. This will boost commerce
and connectivity. It will ease
congestion at the IGI Alrport in
Delhi. The Noida airport is
among the key greenfield pro-
Jjects in our nation. In addition

services, itwill have a
robust cargo ecosystem thus
boosting the logistics sector,” the
PM posted on X

Spread over 1,74245 acres,
the airport will be home to an
87-acre mulii-modal cargo hub,
a 40-acre maintenance, repair
and operation hub, and will be
the most energy-efficlent project
of its kind, officials said.

“The Noida International Air-
port is poised to become India’s
largest airport upon completion
with an ultimate capacity to
serve 225 million passengers per
annum, serving as a key catalyst
for economic growth and con-
nectivity across NCR.” said
Shailendra Bhatia, additional
CEO of the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA) and nodal officer for
Noida International Alirport
Limited (NIAL).

The airport is planned to be
developed in two stages. Capac-
Ity will be ed from 70 mil-
lion passengers to 225 million
over the two stages. The first
stage will have four phases,
where annual passenger footfall
Is x| o grow from 12 mil-
lion to 70 million.

A 40-year concession agree-
ment was signed between NIAL
and Yamuna International Adr-

port Pvit Ltd (YIAPL) - a 100%
subsidiary of Zurich Alrport
International AG - for develop-
ment of Stage L As part of Stage
1, the airport will be constructed
in four phases across 1,334 hec-
tares and will have two runways
with a final handling capacity of

70 million passengers per
annum. Phase | will handle 12
million passengers annually.

Multi-modal cargo hub

The airport has allocated 87
acres for devel ent of a Mul-
ti-Modal Cargo Hub, which will

and

Seating
~ the inanguration of the facility.

house an integrated cargo termi-
nal, warehouse, and logistics
zone. Approximately 30 acres
will be used for domestic, Inter-
national, and express courler
terminals.

A total investment of FRO0
crore in Phase | has been made

artns.nndﬂlunn'yhmdenda_v before

for the cargo hub, with expected
total Investment of 3,200 crore
after the final phase. The cargo
terminal is designed to handle
255,000 metric tonnes of cargo
per annum, which will be scaled
to handie 1.8 million metric ton-
nes,” sald RK Singh, NIAL CED.

First airport with MRO
The airport will become the first
in the country to have an
in-house Mainfenance, Repair,
and Overhaul facility. NIAL has
allocated 40 acres of land for
MRO operations and recently
entered into a partnership with
SNV Awiation Private Lid (Akasa
Alr) to develop, rperatiunallse
and manage the facility, which
will be developed over L54 acres
withan estimated investment of
60 crore.

Sustainability features
NIA is designed as a net-zero
concept alrport. developed in
collaboration with Zurich Alr-
port Group to minimise carbon
emissions and promote sustain-
ability.

Two have been created
for rainwater harvesting to
ensure sustainable water supply.
A sewage treatment plant of 3
MLD capacity is planned to treat
sewage generated from alrport
operations. An 82.84-acre solar
farm with a power generating
capacity of 51966 megawaits has
been established.

Industrial growth
YEIDA officials said the develop-
ment of Nelda International Adr-
port has acted as a strong cata-
Ivst for industrial in the
region. Dedicated parks such as
Apparel Park, MSME Park, Toy
Park, Data Centre Park, and
ODOP Handicraft Park are being
develo

The region has also atracted
high-value strategic invest-
menis, most notably the India
Chip semiconductor facility. a
Joint venture beiween HCL and
Foxoonn, with an investment of
over 33,700 crore almed at
strengthening India's semicon-
ductor ecosystem under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat mission.
Works have also commenced at
the 350-acre Medical Devices
Park. Additionally, an Interna-
tional Film City is planned near
the airport with an investment of
owver F,500 crore, In total, indus-
Iy commitments amounting to
nearly 30,000 crore have been
recefved.
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Five-tier security, 5,000 personnel
for Noida Int’l Airport inauguration

Elaborate securily, emergency preparedness and traffic diversions for launch

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: A comprehensive
five-tier security arrange-
ment has been put in place
and around 5,000 personnel
deployed for the inauguration
of the Noida International
Airport at Jewar by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Samurday, with authorities also
enforcing traffic restrictions
and diversions across Noida
and Greater Noida to ensure
smooth movement during the
high-profile event.

According to officials, the
venue and surrounding areas
have been secured under a
multi-layered security archi-
tecture in coordination with
the Special Protection Group
(5PG). Extensive checks,
including anti-sabotage
sweeps, bomb disposal squad
inspections and anti-mine
o tions, have been
caprcg:d out in advance.

Strict access control mea-
sures will be enforced at all
entry points, with mandatory
trisking, baggage screening and
identity verification. Invitations
issued for the events cify that
wearing black clothing and

live streaming of the pro-

gramme are prohibited.
Security oyment
indudes personnel from mul-

tiple agencies such as PAC,
RAFE, ATS and CISE sup-
ported by Quick Reaction
Teams stationed at strategic
locations. Door Frame Metal
Dietectors have been installed
at various points, along
with separate enclosures for
women attendees.

The area has been declared
a red zone with a complete
ban on drone operations, and
anti-drone teams have been
deployed. Authorities are also

monitoring social media plat-
forms to track misinformation
and potential threats. A central
controed room has been set up
for CCTV surveillance, while
help desks will assist attendees
at designated points.
Enif::gc é; reparedness
has been strengthened through
coordination with NDRF and
SDRF teams. Fire tenders are
on standby, evacuation routes
have been marked, and mock
drills conducted. Medical
support will include ambu-
lances, dedicated corridors

for emergency movement and
on-site medical desks.

» Trnf'ﬁ: restrictions ‘A'11|
be enforced oornoss
key routes, parfio-
lorly along the Yamunao
Expresway ond roads
connecting Moido and
Greater Moida fo Jewar

» Vehiculor movement
on cerfain strefches of
the expressway will be
reguioted ntermittenthy
during VIF movement

Given the proximity to
the ‘ﬁ.muna River, ri!.'el:'jn.c
patralling arrangements have
also bmsmadr_g;ddlﬂamﬂ}'.
background verification of ven-
dors, staff and volunteers has
been completed, and an inte-
grated command and control
systern is in place for real-time
coordination. In parallel, trat-
fic restrictions will be enforced
across key routes, particularly
along the Yamuna Expressway
and roads connecting Moida
and Greater Moida to Jewar.
Vehicular movement on cer-
tain stretches of the expressway
will be regulated intermittently

during VIF movement.

Heavy vehicles, including
trucks and commercial carri-
ers, will be barred from desig-
nated strefches during speci
howrs and diverted via alter-
native routes identified by the
administration. Light motor
vehicles may also be rerowted
depending on congestion and
security requirements.

Authorities have
parking for nearly 20,000
vehides across 15 designated
sites, and traffic personnel will
be deploved at major inter-
sections to manage flow and
assist commuters.

Officials have advised res-
idents to avoid non-essen-
tial travel towards Jewar and
adjoining areas during peak
hours, warning of heavy con-

ion, especially during

event window, Comomut-
ers travelling between Moida
and Agra have been advised to
allow extra time and chedk real-
time traffic updates. Authori-
ties have also planned phased
crowd dispersal and traffic
clearance measures to ensure
smooth movement and an inci-
dent-free airport inauguration
event. WITH REEMLY ISIPUTS
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Route diversions announced ahead of PM’s visit to Noida airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

The Gautam Buddh Nagar
Traffic Police has issued a
detailed advisory ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Noida
International Airport on
March 28. Noida Police offi-
cials have advised com-
muters to follow designated
routes and avoid unnecessary
travel near the venue to
ensure the smooth conduct
of the high-profile event.
According to Noida Police
officials, the entry routes and
parking zones have been
marked. Vehicles from
Meerut and Ghaziabad will be

routed via the Eastern
Peripheral Expressway, while
those from Mathura and
Aligarh will take the Yamuna
Expressway. Separate parking
zanes have been earmarked,
including P-07 for Meerut and
P-06 for Ghaziabad.
Commercial vehicles will
be diverted, and goods vehi-
cles will be restricted on the
Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway and surround-
ing roads from 7 am to 11 pm.
Emergency vehicles such
as ambulances and fire
services will have uninter-
rupted passage. Parking
Arrangements: 15 parking
facilities have been arranged
for 14,700 heavy and medium

vehicles and 5,000 two-
wheelers.

Traffic coming from
Mathura and Aligarh via the
Yamuna Expressway will exit
at |ewar Cut and enter
through Sabauta Underpass
and Kishorpur Gate, with
parking allocated in zones P-
05, P-09 and P-11.

Vehicles from Hapur,
Bulandshahr and nearby
areas will be diverted along
the |ewar-Khurja road and
enter through Parohi Gate,
with parking arranged in
zones P-13 and P-14.

Dignitaries will access the
venue through the dedicated
Yamuna Expressway inter-
change and park in zones P-

01, P-02 and P-03, while
media personnel will enter
via Kishorpur Gate and park
in P-08. Police, administrative
staff and government
employees on duty will also
use the Kishorpur Gate, with
parking designated at P-10,
while official buses will be
routed via Dayanantpur and
parked in P-15.

Commuters from Noida
and Greater Noida using the
Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway will be diverted
through specified round-
abouts and service roads
before entering via a tempo-
rary gate near Ranehra
Police Post, with parking
mainly at P-07.

Vehicles from Greater
Noida West and surrounding
areas will be routed through
Pari Chowk, while those from
Dankaur and nearby regions
will follow service roads and
canal routes to designated
entry points. Two-wheelers
and light motor vehicles will
be allowed entry through
Kishorpur Gate with parking
at P-04, while vehicles from
Jewar town will use the same
gate and park in P-12.

Commercial vehicles on
the Jewar-Tappal route will
be diverted towards Tappal,
while those from Khurja
heading to Jewar will be
stopped at Khurja itself and
redirected.
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Flight timings curtailed at
Srinagar airport till July 31

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Jammu

During the peak tourist
season, Srinagar Airport will
restrict flight operations from
8 am to 5 pm every day
starting April 6 for an Indian
Air Force runway upgrade,
which is slated to last until
July 31, 2026.

At present, around 60
flights, including arrivals and
departures, operate daily
between 8 am and 10 pm at
the airport. However, as per
a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM)
issued by the Indian Air Force,
operational hours for sched-
uled flights will be temporar-
ily restricted until 5 pm start-
ing from April 6 due to
ongoing runway works.

“While the watch hours
will be reduced, flight move-
ments are expected to
increase in line with the
DGCA (Directorate General
of Civil Aviation)-approved

summer schedule. Airlines
will plan and operate flights
accordingly within the
revised timings,” Srinagar
airport said on X.

“Airports Authority of India
remains committed to ensur-
ing safe, efficient, and seam-
less travel. Passengers are
advised to stay updated
through official channels and
avoid unverified information.”

The development at the
beginning of the tourism
season has triggered concern
among stakeholders, who
fear the reduced operating
window will impact tourist
arrivals.

Travel industry representa-
tives said fewer flights could
also lead to higher airfares,
discouraging tourists.

Various stakeholders have
urged authorities to increase
flight frequency within the
restricted hours to minimise
the impact on Kashmir's
tourism industry.
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From dream to reality:
Noida airport takes off

VIVEK
SHUKLA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to inaugurate
the Noida International Airport at jewar on
March 28, marking a historic milestone for Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi-NCR and the nation. |ust days away
from this grand launch, the airport — popularly
known as [ewar Alrport — will commence oper-
ations as India's newest and one of its most ambi-
tious aviation hubs. Located in Gautam Buddha
Magar district, approximately 75 km from Delhi,
this greenfield facility is poised to become the
second maijor airport serving the National Capital
Region (NCR). With its inauguration, India takes
a significant leap towards addressing the growing
demands of its booming aviation industry.

The Noida Intemational Airport {ATA: DXN) has
been developed in phases, with Phase 1 ready to
handle 12 million passengers annually. It features
a 3,900-metre runway capable of supporting up
to 30 aircraft movements per hour, a state-of-the-
art rerminal spanning 100,000 sQUAre Merres
equipped with 48 check-in counters, 10 aero-
bridges, nine immigration lanes and advanced
security systems. Cargo terminals are fully oper-
ational, and the airport will initially focus on both
domestic and international flights. Low-cost car-
riers like IndiGo (the launch airline},
Akasa Air and Air India Express are
gearing up to operate from here, con-

reflects his people-centric policies.
This development is not merely an addition o
infrastructure;, it is a strategic response to the crip-
pling congestion at Defhi's Indira Gandhi
International {IGl) Airpart, which has long exceed-
ed its designed capacity. "l feel by providing a
modern alternative, Noida International Airport
will decongest NCR’s skies, reduce delays and
enhance passenger experience. India’s aviation
sector has been on a rapid growth trajectory, with
domestic passenger traffic surging post-pan-
demic and intermational connectivity expanding,”
says Ajit Dubey, an aviation sector expert.
Amrit Mann, Managing Director, Mann Fleet
Partners Limited, said, "Noida International
Airport represents the future of Indian aviation,
and | foresee itwill be one of the leading airports
in the world.” It may be recalled that Noida
International Airport strengthened its passenger
mobility ecosystern with the appointment of Mann
Fleet Partners Limited as its official ground trans-
portation services partner. The collaboration is
aimed at delivering seamiless, efficient and inte-
grated last-mile connectivity solutions for trav-
ellers, enhancing overall passenger
convenience across the airport

-
Jllmtﬂ' campus. Under the agreement,
Mann Fleet Partners Limited will

necting key cities such as Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Kolkata and more. In the
long term, the airport aims to scale up to 70 million
passengers per annum acaoss multiple phases,
eventually featuring multiple runways and posi-
tioning itself as one of Asia's largest aviation
gateways.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath per-
sonally inspected the site multiple times, review-
ing progress on the domestic terminal, security
arrangements, traffic management and inaugu-
ration preparations. He has chaired high-level
meetings, directing officials to ensure quality, time-
liness and zero laxity in execution.

The airport embodies Yogi's "Triple 5" model -
Safety, Stability and Speed — that has redefined
Uttar Pradesh's development narrative. By priori-
tising infrastructure like the jewar project, Uttar
Pradesh attracts global partners and investors.
Plans for a "Singapore City™ near the airport, com-
plete with world-class logistics and investor-friend-
Iy ecosystems along the Yamuna Expressway, high-
light his forward-thinking approach to furming avi-
ation hubs into economic engines.

Land acquisition for the project, executed with
sensitivity towards affected families [offering
employment options alongside compensation),

T

E 18465 |
manage a comprehensive portfo-
lio of ground mobility services designed to
support smooth passenger movement

The Noida International Airport’s launch comes
at a pivotal time for India's aviation ambitions.
With air traffic projected to grow exponentially
over the next three decades, this facility will play
a crucial role in realising the nation's vision of
becoming a global aviation leader. It will gener-
ate employment on a massive scale, stiimulate
regional economies and enhance connectivity for
millions.

As flights take off from Jewar soon, the airport
will not only ease the burden on Delhi but also
ignite a new era of prosperity. It stands as a tes-
tament to collaborative governance — between
the Centre and the state — and Yogi's unwaver-
ing focus on ransformative infrastructure. India’s
skies are set to expand, and Noida International
Airport will be ar the forefront, soaring high as a
beacon of progress.

. dailypioneer
The writer is a seni
“]n::n:;:“ - € FmeDsiyPioncer
@ dailypioneer

28 MARCH 2026
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Flyer held after
making bomb
threat at airport

Tines NEws NETWORK

Surat: Tension gripped Surat
International Airport during
peak hours on Thursday eve-
ning after a Delhi-bound pas-
senger allegedly issued a
bomb threat. The incident oc-
curred around 7.45pm when
the passengertold airlinestaff
that he had a bomb.

Taking the threat serious-
Iy, airline staff alerted the air-
port director, after which the
homb threat assessment com-
mittee (BTAC) was activated.
Afterapreliminary interroga-
tion and baggage check, the
passenger was handed over to
Dumas police.

According to sources, the
airport director received the
information around 7.50pm.
80 minutes before the schedu-
led departure. As the head of
the BTAC, the director alerted
committes members.

The passenger and his lug-
gage were isolated. While one
team conducted a thorough
baggage check, another team
guestioned the passenger.

The flight departed on time
without the passenger.
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Why Megapolis Delhi Needs A Second Airport

Airlines Have A Problem Addmg Flights In Prime-Time Slots At Delhi’s IGI Alrport Noida Gives Them Much More Room

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

ore flights. More desti-
\;’1 nations, More frequen-
LV cy. And most impor-
tantly, more convenience, with
fiyers — all domestic, to begin
with — choosing airports clo-
ser to where they live or how
smoothly they get toanairport
and fly from there.

The Delhi megapolis is all
set for a major boost in air con-
nectivity with Noida Interna-
tional Airport (NLA) set to be-
come operational by summer.
While home to India’s busiest
and the world’s ninth-busiest
hub — IGI Airport, which can
currently handle over 10 crore
passengers annually (CPA)
across its three terminals —
slot constraints there have long
meant airlines could not mea-
ningfully add flights, especial-
Iy during the choked morning
and evening peak hours or by

usingsmaller aircraft.

For this reason, the Hindon
LA F base in Ghaziabad got a ci-
vil terminal in Oct 2019 to ac-
commodate regional connecti-
vity scheme (RCS) flights, as
IGI simply had no room for
them. Post-Covid, Hindon star-
ted handling non-RCS schedu-
led domestic flights too. As of
now, it cannot handle more
than a handful of commercial
aireraft movements because
of restrictions that come with
being adefence airport.

“It’s impossible to add any
flight to or from IGTA. And not
Just in the peak period (6-8am
and 5-8pm), in other hours too.
We were surprised when sche-
duled lights at Hindon started
getting great traction, with pe-
ople living nearby choosing
that airport due to convenien-
ce. Same happened at Mopa as
people going to and coming
from North Goa prefer that.
Noida and Navi Mumbai air-

Noida Internatmnal Airport w:II start with a capacity of 1. 2 Crore passengers per annum

portswill seea repeatof that,”
said a seniorairline official.
But despite the locational
convenience, Hindon is, at
best, a stopgap solution. This
is where NIA was desperately
needed. Not surprisingly, air-
lines showed such interest in
night-parking aircraft to ope-
rate more first flights in the
day from NCR and NIA had to

add more parking bays even

before becoming operational,
Phase I was originally suppo-
sed to have 25parking bays, but
nine more have been built.
“Given the demand, I see
the airport hitting its Phase 1
peak (1.2 crore passengers per
annum, or CPA) in two vears,
The airport should have star-
ted operations with at leasta 2
CPA terminal. RCS connecti-
vity alone will jump 30% to

40% as both Delhi and Mum-
baiare getting second airports
and the existing IGlI and
CSMIA (Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port) did not have slots for
UDAN flights,” said VP Agra-
wal, former chairperson of
Adrports Authority of India.
IndiGo, one of three airli-
nes to launch services at NIA,
along with Air India Express

and Akasa, has shared its
plans. “Delhi-NCR is oneof the
world's most densely popula-
ted regions and one of the most
important sources of aviation
demand inIndia... there isade-
quate room for multiple air-
portsin NCR tothrive... Amul-
ti-airport system in the Delhi-
NCR will enable us to serve our
customers more efficiently, re-
duce congestion, enable conti-
nued growth and offer greater
flexibility"” Abhijit Dasgupta,
IndiGo’s SVP{planning and re-
venue management), said re-
cently “NTA representsa signi-
ficant step forward in ease of
aviation accesstolarge popula-
tion catchments in western
UP” Dasgupta added.

How will NIA impact IGI?
Delhi International Airport
Lid (DIAL) recently commissio-
neda traffic study by global con-
sulting firm ICF International
togaugethe impact of the Covid

recovery and the opening of
NIA on its footfalls. “Based on
present travel times, 58% of the
population in the total catch-
ment area of IGIA and NIA may
prefer [GIA over NIA; 31% may
prefer NIA over IGIA; and 11%
may prefer both. Residents on
the western side, particularly
Haryana, shall be more inclined
to use IGLA due to better travel
times. Many districts in eastern
UP have shorter travel times to
NIA, makingitamoreatiractive
optionforlocal residents.... NIA
will have more passengers from
eastern UP and parts of Harya-
na with lesser travel time,” the
1CF study said.
WhileIGT will seesome pas-
senger and cargo movement
shift to NIA, ICF believes the
former has a “clear” competiti-
ve advantage. The reason? 1GI-
As catchment area is more ur-
banised and economically
stronger. DIAL's biggest worry
is not the loss of footfalls and

cargo to NTA. Aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) accounts for 45% of
airlines’ operating costs in In-
dia. UP has levied 1% VAT on
jet fuel for NIA, while Delhi
govt imposes 25% tax on ATF
at IGI. So, apart from slot avai-
lability, lower jet fuel prices at
Noidaarelikely toattractairli-
nes. DIALhasfor months been
seeking a “level playing field”
with NTA on jet fuel taxation.
DIAL plans to expand IGI-
A's capacity to 12.5 crore pas-
sengers annually by 2029-30.
But clearly NIA will affect
IGTA differently from the way
Navi Mumbai will affect
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shiva-
Ji Maharaj International Air-
port. Mumbai's existing air-
port has been operating at pe-
ak capacity handlingabout 5.5
crore passengers annually,
and airlines simply cannot
add more flights there. So, it
doesn't compete with Navi
Mumbai for traffic.
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Ist flight likely only
in May after security
nod, tariff decision

Shalaquedlam
atimesofindia.com

Noida: Nolds Internationsl
Adrporet will be inangurated
by Prime Minister Marendra
Muodi on Saturday; but theear.
Liwst date for Qight operations
o begin is likely only by May.
The deliy is not bécinss
of unfinished infrastruciu-
re It is becauseof fnnl regu-
lalory steps thal every air-
port must clear befors alrli-
fied CAan npan Imﬁklllgi and
beginoperations
The momt important of
these is the Avrodrome Secu-
rity Programme (ASF) certi-
fication by Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security ASP is the
airport’s core stourlty fram-
m

Moida alrport will Begin wan
one runway and one temminal

ewnrk, laying down how
checks will work from enlrey
gates (o boarding, and assig-
ning responsiblilitles woall
slakehoklers, incloading the
airport  operator,  airlines,
Central Trdustrial Securiy
Foree (CISF) ond ground
hamdlors. 1| alsosels ool con
tingrency plans to help outho-
rities respond guickly to any
security sifuntion.
Shailendra Bhatia, nodal
oflicer for Noida
nal Alrport Lid, UP gove s spw-
chal purpose vehlcle overses
tng the alrport pregect, sald
ASP plearanee 18 expected
shortly “ASE s an imporiant
stage after the asrodrome 1
cenoe, which was granted 1o
Noida International Airport
on March & Onee thal is app-
roved, it will pave the way for
commercial Mighi operailons
in the next 30 10 35 days. So. 11

VIP terminal at
Noida airport

orpet the cordoned-off VIR

|lounge, Molda International
Alrport has gomea stop further
wiith a dedicated VIP terminal.
Builtinthe western precinct of
the airport campus, close to the
westairside gate, the terminal
isdesigned exclusively for VIPs
anddignitaries, with a lunpe
abongslde security and
immigration faciiitiesto
process hoth departures and
arrivals, an NIA afficial sald,
bdost Indian airports offer VIP
founges, including Delhits
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, that allow dignitarics.
to drive directly to the lounge
and take a dedicated elevator
tir the boarding level, bypassing
themain terminal entirety. s

izlikely May" he added.

Annther Rey stop pending
is the airport'8 toriff which
ia crwcial for airdimes. On
Murch 23, Alrports Economic
Regulatory Authority held a
consullation with stakehol-
ders on the e and invited
feedback tlll April 17, Ondy &1
for the 1arT ks Minallssd can
nirlines formally publish rou
s and open Heker sales, a
process that iz expected to tn
e aboat o month.

For now. IndiGo, Akasn
Air and Air Ind ia Express ha-
e committed o operate do
mestic Mights om e air-
port. The initial network is
wepoched (o link Noida with
miajor cities such as Mumbai,
Remgaluri Hytlerahai,
Chennad, Lucknow and Deh-
radun, though the Nnal roote
list will be confirmed ofter
thie security clearance comes
through. Theairport has also
signed agreements with TP
Roadwirys, Mahindra Mobili
1%, Uber and Rapido to streng-
then lastmile connectivity
Al these partners will deploy
fleets at the alrport

To by bt tn four phases,
Noida International Airport
will begin with ope Funway
and one terminnl. with a ca-
pacity tohandle 1.2 crove pas-
sengers o vear A dedicated
cargn terminal & also ready
o inaugurition
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No viable public transport to link Jewar,
flyers’ travel to depend on taxis & pvt cars

Shafaque.Alam
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Passengers heading to
the Noida International Air-
port will largely depend on
cabs, bike taxis, and private ve-
hicles when commercial ope-
rations start, with metro con-
nectivity and direct bus servi-
cesstill yvears away.

To bridge the gap, the air-
port has partnered with Ma-
hindra Logistics Mobility to
deploy electric taxis and with
ride-sharing platform Rapido
to offer bike taxis and cabs di-
rectly from the airport premi-
ses. Both services will operate
round-theclock, with dedica-
ted pick-up and drop-off po-
ints at arrivals and departu-

res. With the airport expected
to serve a 150-kilometre catch-
ment spanning 24 districts
across UP, Delhi, Haryana, and
Rajasthan, UPSRTC has anno-
unced plans to connect the air-
port with 17 western UP dis-
tricts, including Meerut, Ali-
garh, Agra, and Mathura,
with possible extensions to
Gurgaon and Faridabad.

UUPSRTC regional mana-
ger Manoj Kumar said dedica-
ted airport services are being
explored. “Depending on de-
mand, the double-decker bu-
sescan also be extended to con-
nect with Jewar,” he said.

In Feb 2025, NIA also sig-
ned an Mollwith Uttarakhand
Transport Corporation forair-
conditioned bus services to

Dehradun, Rishikesh, Harid-
war, and Haldwani, likely to
begin alongside flight opera-
tions. Three industrial autho-
rities— Noida, Greater Noida,
and Yamuna — had planned to
launch 500 city buses jointly,
but the proposal has stalled
over high viability gap fun-
ding burdens, infrastructure
gaps, and delays in forming a
Special Purpose Vehicle.

But with no metro link, no
direct bus service, and auto-
rickshaws barred from ex-
pressways, getting there rema-
ins a problem it has vet to sol-
ve. The disconnect is most vi-
sible at Botanical Garden
the key interchange connec-
ting DMRC's Blue Line and
Aqua Line, roughly 65 kilo-

metres from the airport. De-
spite being the region’s prima-
1y transit hub, it has no direct
bus link to Jewar. “We have
not received any directions to
extend services till Jewar,” sa-
id Sumit Kumar, a shuttle dri-
ver who charges Rs 30 per per-
son for the Botanical Garden-
Pari Chowk run.

A handful of UPSRTC
buses from Sector 37 pass
through Jewar en route to
Agra, Aligarh, and Meerut,
but residents say the service
istoounreliable for air travel-
lers. “Delays in roadways bu-
ses can result in missed
flights. Authorities must in-
troduce dedicated bus servi-
ces,” sald KK Jain, general se-
cretary of FONRWA.
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Interchange for EPE, Delhi-Mumbai e-way
link for quick access to Noida airport

Shafaque.Alam rect airport access. The remai-  cesstotheairport.
@timesofindia.com Yarnuna Expressway ek ningHaryanastretch islikely to In Noida, the authority is
links Greater Noida to beready by 2027 Aol kil el
) ) ) Noida & Agra ; ready by 2027, eveloping a 14-kilometre ele-
Noida: As Noida International C}-@ Previously airport-bound vated road linking Mahamaya
Airport looks to start commer- > 5% vehicles exited at the Jewartoll  Flvover to the Yamuna Pushta

cial flights this summer, govt is

' 5
L4 EPE Yamurla “’{g,_%;-

plaza and took the Sikandra-

road from Sector 94, aimed at

planning several infrastructu- |nterchange ?’f;)"} bad-Jewar road, that route will  decongesting the Noida-Grea-
re projects to make travel from EPE ! : “.  primarily serve cargo once the  ter Noida Expressway. A sepa-
NCR citiesand nearby western | . .= stretch is completed. rate 5.7-kilometre Chilla Eleva-
UP districts easier. A cloverleaf interchange ted Road, running parallel to
A 3lkm link road connec- between the Eastern Periphe- the Mayur Vihar-Noida link up
ting the airport to the Delhi-Fa- |, 31Iu11 i & [ 1 ral Expressway and the Yamu-  to Mahamaya Flyover, is 46%
ridabad-Ballabhgarh-Sohna meels Del-Mfnbaj 2?! L na Expressway near Jaganpur- complete and expected to be re
stretch of the Delhi-Mumbai Expy i Hagyana- | - g Afzalpur was also conceived in - ady by 2027
Expressway, being developed by A oropoced o ARPORT 2019 but has since been delayed A proposed Ghaziabad-Je-

NHAI at a revised cost of Rs
3,631 crore,was approved by the
Union Cabineton March10, The
Tkm Noida section of the link
road is complete and already
connects viaaloop to the Yamu-
na Expressway providing di-

g-way from
Palwal to
Khurja

interchange for
8-lane road to Noida

Airport

over land disputes, farmer pro-
tests, and cost escalations. It is
now scheduled for completion
by June 2027. Once operational,
it will benefit travellers from
Palwal, Panipat, Meerut, and
Greater Noida to get direct ac-

war RRTS corridor, in the
longer term, would provide a
high-speed rail alternative.
The project currently is on
hold, with its detailed project
report still awaiting central
govtapproval.
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Jewar in the crown: PM to open
NCR’s 2nd int'l airport today

Flight Operations
Likely To Begin
Only In May

Shataquedlam
@timesolindia.com

Noida: Delhi-NCR's second
International airport will be
formally inaugurated on Sa-
taurda lding Jewar (o the
country's aviation map and
creating hoth space and me-
ans for the national capital —
alrendy India's largest avia-
tion hub— toplay amoech big:
ger role in connectivity with
the world. A day before the in
auguration, PM Modi on Fri-
day said Noida International
Ajrport will not just streng-
then commerce and connecti-
vity bul also case pressure on
IGT Airport in Delhi.
“Tomaorrow, March 26, lsa
day of immense importance
for the people of Ultar Pra-

E5F check-tn Counters 48

2 internationad, all with

wrote on X, “Phase [ of Noida
International Airport will be
inaugurated... Noida airport
ks among Koy groenfield pro
jects in our nation. In addi-
Hon (o passenper serviees, i
will have a robust cargo eco-
ayatem, thus hoasting the lo-

iE Immigration Counters
= = 9 each at arrival & departure

__ Boarding Gates | 10 domestic. - Ruaway Peak Flight

- Baggage Pick-Up
: Carousels

: 2 domestic

: Linternational

- Handling Capacity
oo o 30 hour

ching phatographs of theter
minal with the post

Flight operations from
MLA o ik ly 1o begin in Mg

The PM is scheduled to ar-
rive al the alrport at 11.30am
onSaturdny. poona walkthro-
ugh ol the terminal building.,

airport around noon before
addressing a public gathe-
ring. Theevent is expected to
draw large cro Moi-
da, Grea Molda, Ghazia
bad, Bulandshahr and other
parts of western UP Thres
pandals have been set up to
aceommodate more than one
lakh people.

NLA will add a capacity of
L2 crore flhers annually to
Delhi-NCs airport infrast
ructure, allowing carriers
muore room for expansion and
giving Nyers more options.

Chief miinister Yogi Adity-
anath, who will ascompany
the PM on Saturday, posted on
X that N1A help the state
EINETEe A5 J connectivi
ty hub. “This airport will open
new doors of economic pro.
gress and will also give fresh
momentum to the state’s jour
niy of development and pro
sperity” he eaid Last week
the CM reviewed preparations
for the airport's inanguration

desh and the NCR,” Modi  gisticssector.” headded, atta-  and formally inaugiirate the  =Phel at 711,200¢r, P 2

First phase of Noida airport
built at a cost of 711,200 crore

kContinued from P1 potential to around 1 lakh metric
lonmes, A dedicated 40-aere makn
tenance, repair and overhsul fa-
chlity ks also part ol the plan

The airport has an expansion
roadmap till 2043, which in
vl ves Folir phases of Lind acgui-
sition. If passenger footfall
grows along eatimated lines, the
airport will eventually have two
terminals and rwo ranways with
an annual passenger capacity of
BEVERN CIOre,

O Saturday, vishors will be
allowed at the venue only till
gam. Live streaming will be
hiired, and black clothes won'l
b permitted as well,

atan investment of about s
11,200 erore, The airport has
A A 8km runway capableof hand-
ling wider alreraft and advanced
airfield lighting for all-weather
and round-the-clock operations
Bayond passenger traffic, the
alrport is being billed as a logis-
ties hiib, too. [t8 cargo ecosystem
will include an integrated cargn
werminal, logisties zones and a
multi-modal carpo hub, The facili-
v ks designed to handla more than
25 lakhmetric tonnes annlly in
the first phase, with an expansion

] ')hnhu ol NIA has been built
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Bigger UDAN, same problems

SHEKHAR SINGH

HEUnion Cabinet has cleared the Modified

TUDAN scheme with an outlay of Hs 28,840

crore, a near six-fold jump from the Rs
4500 crore set aside when the scheme was
latinched in 2017, Backed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the expansion promises to
redraw India’s aviation map with 100 new air-
ports and deeper aceess to Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities
over the next decade, Biit the numbers already in
hand tell a stark story that the mapis expanding,
even as large parts of it are going blanke

SYSTEMIC FAULT LINE

At its launch, UDAN was pitched as a connectiv-
ity revolution, aimed at reviving unused airstrips
and making flving affordable. The modified ver-
sion sharpens that push. It proposes redevelop-
ment of 100 airports by upgrading existing
amstrips, with Rs 12,158 crore committed over
eight years to deepen regional conne ctivity,

Yet the core fault line remains unchanged,
which is viability, Data tabled in Parliament by
Union Minister of State for Civil Awiation
Muralidhar Mohaol shows that out of 663 routes
launched under UDAN since 2017, as many as
32T have already been discontinued. That is not
a marginal drop-off, it 15 systemic attrition,

The stress 15 visible on the ground as well. Of
the 95 airports revived under the scheme, 15 —
including Pathankot, Pakyvong, Eushinagar, Alj-
garh, Azamgarh, Chitrakoot, Shravasti, Morad-
abad, Bhavnagar, Ambikapur, Rourkela, Tudhi-
ana, Datia, Kalaburagi and Shimla — are
currently non-operational. Airports have been
buiilt or revived., but not sustained,

UNDERLYING HINDRANCES
The government cites familiar reasons: expiry
of the three-year viability gap funding (VGF)
window, poor visibility at VFR (Visual Flight
Rules) airports, runway restrictions, aircraft
shortages, leasing issues, and low passenger
load factors, Bul these explanations only

Of the 95 airpons revived under thescheme, 16
including Shimla, are currently nonoperational. e

A six-fold jump in the outlay for
aviation expansion across the
country seems promising on
paper, but the ground situation
is vastly different

desecribe the symptoms. Theundedyving problem
has already been flagred by the Comptroller and
Auditor General of Tndia, which said only 7 percent
to 10 per cent of UDAN routes remained viable once
subsidies ended, The scheme was designed to oe-
ate selfsustaining routes within three years, In
maost eases, that transition simply did not happen,

The TDAN model rests on subsidized connec-
trvity. Aidines bid for routes and receive VGF sup-
port, often covering up to half the seats, in return
for offering capped fares of around Rs 2.500 per
hour of flight, The model works on paper: open
moutes, stimulate demand, thenwithdraw support.
In practice, demand has not kept pace,

Regional airlines, already operating on thin mar-

gins, facehigh costs and weak passengerloads an
these sectors. Once subsidies taper off, the math
collapses. Routes are withdrawn, and connectivi-
ty disappears as quickly as it was created.

GRAND PLANS AND OBSTACLES
The wider aviation sector reflects the same
fragility, Since 2016, at least 11 airlines in India
have shut down operations, exposing the finan-
cial stress that runs through the industry, partie-
ularly in the regional space.

The Modified TDAN scheme attempts a reset
by putting more money into the system, It
expands financial support for low-traffic airports,
with assistance capped at Bs 3.06 crore per air-
port and Rs 90 lakh per heliport or water aero-
drome, covering around 441 aerodromesat a cost
of Rs 2,577 crore.

It also proposes 200 helipads in remote areas at
a rost of Hs 3,661 crore, alongside the induction
of HAL Dhruv helicopters for Pawan Hans and
HAL Domier airerafi for Alliance Air tostrength-
en last-mile connectivity,

Bt more funding does not automatically trans-
late into more flyers. Passenger demand insmall-
er cities remaing tightly linked to local economice
activity, income levels, and seamless connections
to major hubs, Without that base, routes strugplhe
to survive bevond the subsidy window The result
i5 a cvde the scheme has already seen; launch,

support, withdrawal, shutdewn.

The government's larger goal &8 to expand
India’s airport network by 2047, UDAN sits at the
centre of that ambition. But the data so far raises
afundamental g uestion: can connectivity be sus-
tained, or will it remain intermittent?

With 327 routes already discontinued, 15 air-
ports lying idle, and only a fraction surviving
bevond subsidies. the challen ge is no longer hid-
den in fine print.

It is visible in the numbers. Modified
UDAN is expanding the network at speed.
Whether that network stays operational or
continues to thin out is the question that
now defines the scheme,
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PM Modi to unveil 1st phase of Jewar airport today

SHEKHAR STNGH

CIHCHEN B AW S SHICT

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27 ®The Noida IntemationalAlport. reducing dependence on IGL PMModitounvell.. Haptic and STUP, while Tata
PM Narendr Modi will inau- at Jewar will become the second ~ The airport is also planned to Projects Lid is the engineer-
gurate the first phase of the intemational gateway for the e seamlessly connected with out in phases within the first  ing procurement and core
Noida International Airpart at region after |Gl Alrport, which road networks, upcoming 45 days of operations, struction contractor execut-
Jewaron March 28, markinga has been operating close lo metrolinks and rail corridors. The airport is being devel-  ing the project.

major expansion of air infra- capacity amid steady growthin - strengthening last-mile con- oped by Yamuna Interna-  Apart from passenger serv-
structire in the Delhi-NCR passenger traffic. Authoritesare  nedtivity acrass the region, tional Airport Private Limit-  ices, the airport hasa strong
region. Backed by Swiss opet- D'H‘“ “"}Eﬂ d“”ﬁj'gﬁ" Eﬁﬂm- The Directorate General of ed, a wholly owned cargo focus. An integrated
ator Zurich Airport Intema- ‘;ﬂ fdfe EE::&B o ndcglmp;ue Civil Aviation (DGCA) has subsidiary of Zurich Airpot  cargoterminal is being devel-
tional AG, the project is efficiency and supmrt‘the pranted the aerodrome International AG, under 4 oped by Air India SATS Air-
designed to scale up to 70 mil- reglon'semergence asagloba  Licence for public use, while public-private partnership  port Serviees Pyt Ltd withan
lion passengers annually, aviatian hub. the Bureau of Civil Aviation model with the Uttar initial handing capacity of

positioning 1t as a long-term
solution to osing air traffic

CONNECTIVITY PUSH

B | Phase |, the aiport will handle
12 milllon passengers pet

Design supports expansmn to /0mn passengers | Low-ca rbon constructmn targets netzero emissions

departiire point, cutting trav-
el time to the airport and

Security (BCAS) has cleared
the project on the security

Pradesh and Centre, The
concession period runs ford()

credit facility from State
Bank of India.

The terminal has been
desipned by a consortiim
including Nordic, Grimshaw;,

25 lakh metric tonnes per
annum, expandable to 18

and congestion in North India annum, with infrastructure front, paving the way for vears from October 1, 2021, lakh metric tonnes. This is
while strengthenmg India's designed for rapid expansion, |t commerrial operations once with Phase [ involving an  experted to improve air
plobal aviation footprint. featuresa3,900metre runway  final approvals and airline investment of around Rs  freight effidency and sup-
At around 11:30 am on Sat- capable of handling wide-body schedules are in place. 11 200 ecrore. Financing for  port sectors such as e-com-
urday, the PM will undertake aircraft and &equipped with Flight operations are the project indudes amajor  meree and manu facturing.

Gandhi International {IGI)
Airpart, which has been oper-

improve effidency and sup-
part the region's emergence

net-rem emissons operations,
In Phase I, the airport will

is equipped with advanced
navigation systems, inchid-

Strategically located along
the Yamtina Expressway. the

in these areas, Jewar ootild
become the most convenient

a walkthrough of the Termi- advanced navigation systems, expected to bepin within 45
nal Building of Noida Inter- including Instrument Landing days to two months after
national Airport at Jewar System and modern airfield inauguration. Initial services
Gautam  Buddha Nagar lighting, enabling alkweather, are likely to focus on domes-
Thereafter, at arcind 12 The newly constructed Noida Intemational Airport ahead of its inauguration by Prime Minister Narendra Modiin Uttar Pradesh. 711 round-the-clock operations, tic routes, with international
nodon, the PM will inaupgurate operations planned later in
Phase ITofNoida Internation-  ating close to capacity armid  as a global aviation hub. handle 12 million passenpers  ing Instrument Landing Sys-  project is expected to signifi- 2026, Airlines such as IndiGo,
al Awport and address apub-  steady growth in passenger Built with sustainabilitv asa  per annum, with infmstruc  tem and modern airfield  cantly improve travel access  Akasa Air and Air India
e gathering on theoccasion,  traffic, Authorities are plan-  key fbcus, the project incorpo- ture desipned  for rapid  lighting enablingallaweather,  for  residents of Noda, Express areexpected to lead
Theairport will become the  ning a duakairport system, rates lowscarbon constnuction  expansion, It features a 3.800-  roundtheclock operations.  Greater Noida, Agraandlarge  eady operations, Early indi-
second international gateway  where Jewarand 1G] togeth-  practices and renewable ener-  metre runway capableofhan-  The afrpod  has  been  parts of western Ultar  cations suggest that direcdt
for the region after Indira er handle future demand,  pyuse withlonpterm pansfie  dling wide-body aircraft and  assigned the TATA code DEN.  Pradesh. For many travellers  flights to around 10 major

Indian cities could be ralled
CONTIN UED ON PAGE 3
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Centre clears 328,850-crore
modified UDAN flight plan

10-YEAR SCHEME. Will focus on enhancing connectivity to under-served/unserved areas

—
Rohdt wald
e Dalhii

With the Union Cabinet on
Wedneaday  approvi 1
128 B50-crore ifed
LIDAN, Endin is set to expand
its avintiion netvwork Ihnmﬁh
the next iteration of the Ke-
giomal Comnectivity Scheme,

huzimessline was the first to
report on the proposed re-
vamp of the UDAN scheme
and (s key contouwrs abead of
the Cahinet's approval.

The scheme will be imple
mented for 10 vears from
M26-27 o 2045-36 with
budgetany support.

L NEW AIRPORTS
Announcing the Cabliet de-
dsion, lolormolbon and
Broadosting Minister Ash
wini Vaisghnaw said 100 mew
@ s will be devel
ﬂuq:ru:h a uha]lt‘rﬂt-b;f;g
approach with the States
The schemse will cover 120
new destinations and tanget
Toar crore eoyers. Viksh
naw stated that the scheme
simed o democrarise air
travel and improve regional
connectivity across India,
Underthe approved struc-
Ture, the scheme will focus

WIDENING HORIZON. The scheme will cover 120new
dosrinations ard @rgot Foar croro passpngers

oo enhancing regaonal zir
connectivity toumder served
and unserved arens while im
proving the viahility and sus-
mainability of regional aero-
dromes and airline
operifors, The framewark
ncludies the J.me]l.rpum'nl il
1 pkrports at existing un-
served :.irstr'i[ﬁ. with a cap
ital mu:!l:g.' of T12156 crore
mver the next eight vears.

HELIPORTS, WATER
AERODROMES
Additiomally, the scheme
pruposes l.I'F‘L'I.'JEIIm:IJ sup
port for aerodromes, with
operatien and maintenance
funding capped at T3.06
Crofe Per ANMIm per airpart
and 0.9 crore per annum for
heliports amd watcr aero-

dromes, with o total estim
nted albocntiom of 32,577
crore.

Indsstry insiders said this
support is to ensure that
newiv-developed airpors re-
i I'u.nl.'[s:eggld dur.Eﬂ.l.ny the
inirial yeurs of low traffic.

The scheme includes the
development of 26 modem
bl 5 in 'h.iIIg.'. remote, is
land and asperational re
peons, with an cuday of
t3,661 crore aimed ar im-
proving last-mile conmectiv-
ity nod emergency res ponse.

VGF POR AIRLINES

Apart from infrastracture
development, the scheme in-
clodes vishility gap funding
support for aieline operazors,
with an outlsy of T10,043

CTOTE OVeT 0 II.I-1..'rnr prrind
o spport f.'!]wrlﬁnm-m -
giomal routes.

Experts sald this support
is expocted w help airdines
SOSTHIRN OPCTACIHIS ¢ ROULCS
that mamy ned be immediately
oommercially vinble.

AIRCRAFTRUYS

The scheme inclodes o provi-
sion for aircrafi acquisition
under the Armanirbhar
Blerar mnickarive, with plans
o procuse twoe HAL Dhoy
helicopters for Powan Hans
and tao HAL Dhommier oir
craft for Allance Air. Sec
toral analysts said the move
could help strengrhen fleet
wvailabilicy for operations in
remole areas.

“The revised UDAN
schisme comes 3l & miment
when ol prices and jet fuel
rAtes are le‘d‘fd b ST o
unsustainshle kevels, UDAN
a5 a scheme s centred on
Central and Swate gowern-
ment sabsidics and no mat-
ter s lucrative the scheme
is for mirkines and Uperulon,
the governmenl mast oan
sider the scheme's efhcacy in
the hackdrop of the rapee de-
preciating and rising jet fuel
prices,” sald Mark D Marvin
of Martin Consulring.
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Indian airlines face headwinds,

]
Aneesh Phadnis
Musmbad

Indian sirlines continue to
face a double whammy of
reverue loss arising

flight cancellations and in-
creased expenses due to air-
space closures end extended
flight durations.

Indin carriers are not op-
erating to Bahrain, Doha and
Kuwait while offering lim-
ited services to Oman, Saudi
Arabia and UAE. Geopolit-
ical tensions have resultedin
further weakening of the ru-
pee, and domestic jet fuel

rices are also e ed to
E-'imrss a sharp ;;’]F:: revi-
sion from April 1.

IndiGo has said it may
have to recalibrate its capa-
city based as the operating
cnvironment remains fhod.
The airline said there is a ma-
terial escalation in operating
costs and fuel and forex-re-
lated costs expected to in-

]

[CRA revises outlook to negative 4

WAR IMPACT. West Asia is an important market for Indian
carriers and cancellations will impact revenue, says an expert

crease substantially. “While
we have introdoced a fuel
surcharge to compensate for
some of this cost, this and
other fare increases required
will have an effect on de-
mand,” IndiGo said.

“West Asia is an important
market for Indian carriers
and cancellations will im
revenue, This would T
been a busy season for travel
given Eid holidays in West
Asia and school and college
vacations in India” an wvi-
ation cxpert said.

Rating agency ICRA on
Friday revised its outlook on
the Indian aviation industry
to negative from stable, cit-

ing cost pressures and down-
side risks to demand.

ICRA expects domestic air
passenger traffc growth for
FY26 at (-3 per cent and in-
ternational passenger tratfic
growth for Indian carricrs at
7% per cent indicating a rel-
atively weak near-term de-
mand environment.

ICRA's carlier growth
forecast for FY27, formo-
lated prior to the West Asian
confiict, estimated domestic
gir passenger traffic growth
at 6-8 per cent and interna-
tional growth at 8-10 per
cent. However, these projec-
tions now carry o downward

bias, the rating agency said.



;'-J.IF?PLJH rSAU1T HUFH I"l‘ I'JF tNLﬂﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESSs LINE DELHTI 28 MARCH 2026

‘We will launch 27 aviation projects if we win’

ALL SET. For the first time, an Opposition has dene its homewaork and prepared alternative programmes for the future: VD Satheesan

bl.interview

Chitra Marayanan
V Sajeew Kumar
P Dl | Kook

Kerala's Opposition leader
and senior Congressman VD
Sarheesan savs the party is
readywith an economic plan
to lift che State oor of s
severe financial crisis

“For the first time, an

Itbon heas done fts
homework and prepared
alternative programimes for
the furure tocombat the
fallures of the present
government,” he sakd,
stressing that we will see a
putku;-wg: {mew age) Kerala,
ed crcerplss

Are vou confident that
UDF will win 100 seats?
Wi will come back with 100-
plus seare, That i our predic-
thon, and it ks on the basis of

history.
In slmost all the States,
ﬂ:u. U ithon has been los-

ections, bur we won
here In Kerala with douoble,
triple marging in all byelec-
T.u:ﬁ Wq.'rfllsnn won the alec-
thons tothe local bodies.
1n the Parliamentary elec-
thom, we won 18 our of the 20
sears. First, there ks a huge
anti-incumbency sentiment.
Second, we have been expos-

Kerala is a consumer
State, It should have
been the number one
beneficiary in India for
GST. Unfortunately,
We are Petting very
low compensation

VD SATHEESAN
Leacar of tha Dppostion

Ing the government for a
lomig tieme o s fallures.

Ar the same time, Two
vears ago, for the first thme in
India, an Oppogition starmed
o research and work on al-
rermative mames. Our
promise uﬁﬁ?ﬂl&m the
government faills, we will
give you alernative projects.

Our marrative has been
that in healtheare, Kerals is
on the venribsror. We con-
duczed a health conclave In
2025, in which more than
300 doctors from India and
abroad participated, and
then we ented a very
good health document.

in higher educazion, our
narrative was that brain
drain iz kappening in Kerala
and within five vears, Kerala
will be an oid age home. Then
we produced a very good re-
port on bow o prevent the

large exodus by Improving
oitF e CaThom Systemms.

Cher agsessment is that the
nature of jobs has been chan-
ging 4008 the
world. So, corresponding o
that, we have o restructure
the corrloulum.

For start-ups, too, we have
prepared a very docu-
ment that talks of providing
MEARAZesenL eI,
techno mentors and a re-
volving fund. We have calked
of dream projects such as
coastal shipping. We have
a 6-km-long coast line and
o internatonal
ang container rerminal and
17 mini porrs,

We have declared thar we

ping. Then we have fowr in-
ternational ai ™o of
which are under the govern-

ment. We will starr 27 avi-
ation projects if we win.

to the State?

We are lmviting ideas, we
want o showcase more
than 1,000 projects in vari-
ous sm:m.':mreamswﬂ!'be
rreated a9 srate guests, as will
the NERis, the backbone of
the Kerala economyy through
the remirtances they send
10 per cent of the NRI remiz-
rances will be channelised
for infrastructure develop-
mient through PRP peojects;
the government will only be
a facilaror.

But Kerala is almost
bankrupt, how will
T‘uu restore the coffers?
leve made a presenration
a5 the leader of the Opposi-
thon before the 16® Finance
Commission. The commis-
sion apprectated It becansa
of the homework we have
done. Number one plan is to
Inrroduce a planned rax ad-
minlsration, then we will

cover all the from
the Treasury; then we will
smulate  the  economy
[hmughpmjecm.

s 3 consumer
.":m‘l:e t: should have been
the number one beneficlary
in India for GST. Unforre-
nately, we are getring wvery

low compensation.

Do you think
Sabarimala will

be a central issue

in this election?

It will be a major issue be-
canse 2019 onwards gold pil-
ferage was |
the court has ¢
tioned that the dus
Idols were sold ve a million-
alre,

The CPM and the govern-
ment  have ted  all
three senlor  leaders In-
volved in the Bssue and have
not taken any disciplinary ac-

tion against them.

L
ely meen-

ne wants to
E:‘'Irﬂ-!lmllzm:mwmr-wlm. will be
chief minister if the
UDF comes 1o B
Thar s the narrative of the
CPIM) becaunse you know in
Karnaraka and Tebingana,
there was no chief minis-
rerial candidare. After the
Kornataka election, Siddara-
malshfi became the CM.
Stmilarky, Revanth Beddy be-
came the CM in Telangana
We are united. We are work-
g togethet.

5o, will the selection

be from Kerala or the
command?

It will be from the high com-

meand after taking the opin-

lon of the elected

ML As. Thar ls the procedure.
For the kast several years, the
Congress has not pro-
jected amy chief miniszerial
candidare anywhere In India.

This factor of the
Gandhi family

re
in Parllament

— how much will

this help UDF in

State ]2

It wlﬂp}?el:;ha lor. Because
s like the Gandhi

family very much. They treat

both” Rahulji and * Priy-

aikes|f as thels children.

The five
that Rahul Gandhi
announced — where
are the funds for tha?
The nsurance scheme i3 very
good because in our heal
document we made it clear
that Kerala is the number
o Srate when It comes to
high our-of-pocker expenses.
t'!?'rmnsn i we hanve exam-
ined the insurance scherme
Implemented by the Ha-
jasthan gmrnuun: when
Ashok Gehlogh was Chief
Minisrer.

Ir was a very good project.
As for free bus rides for wo-
men, | don't think that afier
one year, there will be amy
burden on the government
side; we also have a plan
make KSETC self-rellant.
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DGCA introduces new
norms for VVIP flights

Dnr Bureau
Mumbai

Pikots operating VAPl
shall n‘:'?elw iuB]e»:md L|:-J:$r.|l.:1:.t
due pressure, Directorate
General of Civil Aviarion
(GCAY has sald in s new
regulations that aim wm en-
hance safery.

Amy last minuce changes
w the planned fight due w
VIP requirements should be
coosdinated through the
company management anly
and not directly with the
crew, the DGCA order said.

UNDUE PRESEURE

Thie arder, which was lssned
on Friday, also asks charver
operators and Szate govern-
ments to keep a pamphlet in
the aireraft, M.n:-;ullg cap-
abiliry and lmzarions of thar
aireraft, It muss also men-
tion planning and conduet of
the flight are professional re-
sponsibilities thar must re-
makn under the sound judge-

ment of flight crew and
engineers.

The pamphlet should also
stare that VIP passengers re-
spect decislons taken by the
crew  regardi diversions
and that they be free from
any exterial pressuse of un-
due inflsence.

The directions come rwo
months after the faral alr
crash in Baramari, which res-
ulved in the death of Maha-
rashira Depury Chief Minis-
ter Ajir Pawar. The order
covers varlous aspects, in-
cluding alrevaft alrworthi-
neds  requirements, crew
qualifications, alrfield condi-
thons and other operational
and safiery isswes.

According o the order,
the Aight dury and time lim-
fration in respect of crew
members en In the
erations I be in acoord-
ance with exszing regola-
tions. The ﬂ.lghtnﬁruwp:'jﬂ
have to ensure stricr compli-
ance  with visibility and
weather requirements.
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Pilots’ body seeks
centralised risk analysis
for flights and crew

Pllots’ grouping ALPA India on Fridsy urped
theclvil mviaton ministry and regulstor DGCA
1o suspend flight operations inmo high-risk
oonilict zonestill neentradised risk sssessment
1s carried our amibd the escalating West Asls
criss. Srressing the need for having war-risk
Insurance. it also sald the watchdog should
meandate immediare disclosure and verifcs-
ton of valkd Insurance coverage, including
war-risk clanses, for all crew operatingg intoor
niear conflier zomes. The Middle st conflicr
Imvolving the US, Israsl and Iran has signifi-
cantly disnupied flight operations, and airdines
have curtalled thelr services. In a letter o
DGCA, Alsline Pllots' Association of Indis
(ALPA India) ssid commesclal alrlines do not
possess the requisits intedligence, aurvel llamee
capahilities, or geopolitical risk assessment
Infrastructue necessary to adequatsly evalu-
ata threats in active conflict emvircnmens. sn
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The regulator’s stal emenl comies (o months after a Learjet 45 adrerall owned by

VER Verntures crasherd ot Baramati. Mat

depuly chiel miniter, Ajit Powar, amd foier others

hira, ind v, killing the state's

BELTERS

Resist pressure on VVIP
flights: DGCA to pilots

DEEPAH PATEL
Blewy Owthi ZF March

The Tirectorte General of Civil Aviation
{DGCAS on Friday nald pilots fying VWIFs
that they must remmin Free fromm presems
o] should refusstooperatea Hoht iFaafmy
sindoubt

O January 2R, a Learjel 435 adrcoall
owmed by charter Eight operator VR Yen-
tuiriss crahid insmice Baramatisirport, kilEng
Mpharashtra Deputy Chiel Minkter Ajit
Pavenr and v others.

L s circular on the “carriage af central
state and olver dgmitares,” the DGCA expli-
iy statesd thot Might cres miust oot hesshiect
10 " Lenchie preessyne” 10 mncleake fighls.

The regidator abso bammed dinect bst-
imiibe Estrisctions fom VTP or thes sall
lopilots. 1t sbated that any sisch changes mus
e nonile] o gth the opemlor Smaagement
instend ofbweing conmmumicat e 10 the cockqil.

According to the ceroulbar, Cheene will now
e a mnrdatory possenger briefing for VWIPs.

Heffone ench departure, pilots will haod
overastandand pamphiler, whichwill cleasly
stare hat while all due care has been laken
for saféty and comior, aircrall operations
heawie Tirnitations refsted 1o weather comdi-
ans, wisibilsty and naht opemations st oer-
tain airfelds The pamphlet will expliciely
Nedl pssengers thal decisons on conliou-
ation, divension ar cancellatiom of the Eght
resl witth the crew aod mest e nespisciad.
Axid, abso thie coed midsl resmain free frodn
aiwy exteral pressune ordndie nfluence.

This #s aimed al setling expectations
uplfront and redocing the likeZwod of
pressire being exented mid-fight.

The INGCA mentioned thal palols and air-
ool inninlesieceeng e ane fepoisibls

lor planming and condocting Mights, and
et dlecisions et redy on techiical judg-
el rather tham ext ermal inflisencoe

To stremgthien sonal safety, the
regilator mandsied the use of twin-engine
adreruff for such ghts, along with & ming-
rmeinn of P pilos on board.

Twdn-engine ascralt are ool denal sifer
becinse they cin continue Bying even il e
enging fails, redhicing the ik dieriog emerg-
encies. The aircrnft used for VVIP transpant
st be exuiipped to operale under Eestris-
rsert Fligh Rles [TPR), Chee DeGOA g2,

This means the afrcrafl miss) hove
acbvinced nawigntion and comememication
il e Ut aflow piliots to dly safely sven in
paar visibility, such as during fog or heavy
raitl, Without reliving solely onVisual cie.

Afonctional weathet mdar, witich helfps
defect stoms and torbulence ahesd, will
now be mandatocy, Che regalator saicd.

The DGCA also tighlened checks on adr-
crnft reacSness. Pl muisl be inspectadanl
certified beforesisch Miglits, and any delect in
engines, instrrments or systems repoied by
the pihot or detected during ground insgpec-
Lo rnis? e Fise] Befione he ned takeodT

L sl S, Fuves] quinkiry st be verifed
diaring reluelling, and sialficient fiel st
becarried 1o cover not just the planned jour-
ney il also cantingericies siich as diver-
sions, § said. The regulitor alo wought
aperatioml preparedness on the ground
uinclir semiting.

Operatons and state sithoriies will now
enstire that helipads-or asmtps intemded for
Laricling are bsperted &1 kusl 24 hours in
advance. Far remote or “uncontnolled™ ag-
feids, which bnek Mull-time air effic control
o infmst risctine, operalons mieel obiaing no-
objectioncertibote Fomdestss pithosites.
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Alir fares fluctuate widely as govt
removes cap on domestic tickets

Rise for high-demand routes
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata & Hyd

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

ith the union gov-
ernment lifting the
domestic airfare cap

of Rs 18,000, flight charges
have been constantly fuctu-
ating, say travellers and travel
agenfs.

Early trends indicate fares
from Bengaluru continue to in-
crease on high-demand routes
like Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkataand
Hyderabad.

The cap was originally en-
forced in December 2025,
during the [ndigo crisis.

Itwasrecalled by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation toaid airlinesas
they grapple with surging fuel
costs and operational hurdles
like frequent rerouting, amid
the West Asia conflict.

As of Thursday, ticket prices
on the Bengaluru-Delhi route
haverisenbyRs1500-Rs 3,000,
while Bengaluru-Mumbai and
Bengaluru—Hyderabad sectors
have seen hikes of Rs 800-Rs
2,000, depending on demand
and timing, with fares on some
routes almostdoubling in a day.

“We mostly focus on corpo-
ratebookings. Whenaclientgets
in touch with us, by the time we

The union government has lifted the Rs 18,000 capon
domestic airfare. The cap was enforced in December 2025,
during the Indigo crisis.

send them a quotation and they
get back to us, in a matter of 10
minutes, the [are increases by
Rs 2,000. We're havingtodo a
bacl-and-forthwith the custom-
erconstantly,”said Sudhir Balan,
manager at Prestige Travellers.

An algorithm-related price
hike is usually limited to Rs 500,
headded.

“Whenyoucheckaparticular
routemore than twice, itiscom-
mon for the prices to go up by
aboutRs500-700, burajumpof
Rs2,000in10minutesisuncom-
mon. This started happening as
soonasthe domestic airfare cap
wasremoved,” he added.

“During summer, beach
destinations like Andaman and

Goaarealwaysindemand. From
Bengaluru, thefareto Andaman
is currently between Rs 25,000
and Rs 30,000, comparedtothe
regular fare of Rs 15,000 to Rs
20,000",

Fares to Goa have been hiked
from Rs 4,000 to Rs 6,000, Rs
8,000 and Rs 10,000. Airfares
to Northeast are also rising as
wespeak, said Shamanth Krish-
namurthy, proprietor, Sanman
Travels.

Kiran B,aYelahankaresident,
shared how flight prices more
than doubled in just 24 hours.

“Mywife and I were planning
to travel to Bhubaneswar on
April 10. Originally, the airfare
wasaround Rs6,500toRs 7,000
onMarch 24, burwhen we final-
Iv decided to book the flight the
next day, the fare for the same
route had erossed Rs 14,000,
hesaid.

Another family planning a
trip from Bengaluru to Ladakh

in summer noticed a hike of Rs
4,000 in the airfare in a matter
of four hours on March 24.

“Thesummerseason iswhen
most of India’s leisure travel
takes place, so the prices are al-
ready on the higher side. With
the cap removed, the pricesare
only set to rise higher, Between
last year'sand thisyear's domes-
tic airfare, we're already seeing
a minimum hike of 10%. This
will increase in coming weeks,”
said Rohit Hangal, director,
Sphere Travelmedia and Exhi-
bitions,

Earlier this month, the min-
istry directed the direcrorate
generalof civilaviation toimple-
ment free seat selection rule, of-
feringatleast60%ofseatsacross
flights free of seat-selection
charge.

This is likely to make flying
costlier in the coming days, as
airlines have pushed back on
thedirective.
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DGCATightens
Safety Rules
for VVIP Flights

Qur Bureau

New Delhil: The Directorate General of
Civil Avintion(DGCA) has tightened regu-
Iations for operating VVIP flights, two
months after Maharashira deputy chief
minister Ajit Pawar died ina plane crash

The now regulations increase the flving
experience that the Dight crew operating
stch Nights must have, They require ongl:
neors to check and fAx anv defect in engi
nes, instruments or systems reported by
the pilot or detected during ground inspec.
tion before the next take-off.

Operators and stato authorities need to
ensure that helipads intended for landing
are inspocted at keast 34 houwrs in ndvanee.
Filots operating VVIP flights shall not be
psubijected to undue pressure, the
civil aviation regulator said in
an order ssued on Fridey —
ET has seen the order I

Pownr was Killed when the Learjet
alreraft e was trvelling on from
Mumbai crashed in Baramati on Ja-
nuary 28, Four others also died in the
crash. In its preliminary investigation
rmepart, the Alreraft Accident Invest)
gation Furea suid thie pllots hnd tried
to Land the plane with lowerthan-per
mitted visibility The report also high-
lighted lack of basic meteorolegieal fa-
cilities and operational gaps at the un
controlled airfield m Baramat
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AVIATION REGULATOR PROPOSES NEW CREW DEPLOYMENT RULES

DGCA draft norms place
CEOs under lens for lapses

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Wew Delhi, March 27

THE DIRECTORATE GEM-
ERAL of Cnal Aviation (DGCA)
has moved to tighten domes
the aviation norms, proposing
tohald aidine chiefs person
ally and fnancially sccount-
able for operational lapses in
the wake of last year's wide-
spread dismuptions

Ina dmft amendment, the
rrﬁ:ll.'ﬁnrhn: s ml:.r!hrrﬁ:d
exacutive officer {CEQ) orman-
agingdirector (MD)ofan airine
can be designated as the
*Account able .'.Urugt-r'lh.'d],ﬂ
ole that @rmes ultimate
respansibil ity for compliance
and safety. The AM must have
full carporate authority,indad-
ing direct control over finandal
and human resources, amd be
formally authorised thmough a
oard resolution

The proposal mandates
that the AM be the alrline's
minst senior executive. Thereg
ulator has invited industry
ferdback on the draft miles,
with a consultation period
openuntilApril 13

The amendments aim to
close a loophole that allowed
semior leadership to deflect
responsbility for opemtional
failures during last year's flight
disruption crisk. The change
follows findings from the

FIXING RESPONSIBILITY

B CEQs & MDs tobe personally & financially |
al:cnl.l'rt.ab|: 'nrup-era't'l; nila;u:s

NCCOUNTABLE MAMAGE R
ROLETIGHTENED

Only tap executive can hold AM past

CREW DEPLOYMENT OVERHAUL

Ajrlines must assign crew per
operational needs and FOTL norms

DGOA's Inquary into IndiCio’s
operational meltdown, when
the airline cancelled 2,507
flights between December 3
and 5, steanding more than
300, Ih'l(hpaswngrn

Adour-member DGEA Imes-
tigntive commiitee fownd that
“InBGos management falled to
identify planning ga ps. main
@in suffident opemtional
i ffers, and effectively mple
memnt revised Flight Dty Tino
Lemi tation morms,”

‘While a senbor vice-presi
dent in charge of operations
ontral was remeved, the air
line's CEO recedved only acau-
tion for* madequate oversight
highlghtt gt e regulator
NOW SECS a5 A stnuctural weak

BOARD IHDUSTRY
AUTHORISATION COMSULTATION
MAMDATORY OPEM

— AMmustbe Feedback invited
formally appraved until April 25
via board on proposed
resohktion rules

FOCUS OH SAFETY & RESOURCES

AM responsible for sulficient erew

ness in accountability

Thedraftrulesalsooverhaul
crew deployment morms. Alr
limeswill be required to assign
crew in line with operational
requiremments and flight sched
ules, taldng FOTL norms Into
account, replacng the earlier
bendimark of mamtaining a
minimumofthree coewsetsper
almraft The changes also align
domestic  mgulations  with
international standards. Glob
allly, theA Mistasked with ensur-
Ingthat all sperationalactivites
are adequately financed and
conducted inaccordanoe with
the requirernen s for cbtaining
an AirOpemtor Uertificate

As establehed by the lnter-
national Cvil Aviation Chrgamni

and resource allocation

satbon [ICAD) and enforced by
regulators suchasthe European
Union Aviation Safety Agency
{EASA) the mole must be held by
the kighest authord rywithin e
ogansation—the CEQ, as out
Limved in EASA guldance docu-
ments. The DGCA sid the pro
posed changes are almed at
preventing a repeat of opera
tional breakdowns by malking
top  management directly
answemble for resource alloca-
thom and safety sy ems

The rules spedfy that air
lines must employ a suiilcient
mumberof flight and mbinorew
“commensumie with thedr
operations”, checking the over
scheduling that contributed to
the Indiloorisis,
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Domesticairlines torun
fewer flights this summer

YARUQHULLAH KHAM
Hew Delhi, March 27

DOMESTIC AIRLINES WILL
operate fewer r'Iigh t= o ring
the upcoming summersched-
ol starting Mamch 29, armand
107 Jower than services dur
Ing the saime period last year.
[Domestic arrictsareexpected
toopete about 24,400 Mights
inthe 2026 summer schedule,
rovghly d, 6% lowert han 2025,
EovETTImEnt pfficials told the
FE. During the surmmer schad-
ule of 2025, which ran from
March 31 to October 16, as
manyas 25,61 Dwedkly flights
wore operated.

With passenger traffic ris-
ingfasterthan flight additions,
fares—which have already
been increasing—are likely to
rise further, experts say,
Domesticain passengertraffic
grew 3,59 n 2015, outpacing
capactty growth.

While the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation {[KGCA)
has put out the abline-wise
domesticsumamer sehedulefor
2026 on jts website, the regu
lator has not provided a con-
solidated figure and compari
son withi tl.l.' PH"I'I OLLS SALITI ITIeT
schedule ortheongning winter
scheduls,

The nane arrl mes o perating
i the 2026 summer scheduls
am Aj r]l'l.l'"i.?ll A lmdia }'xrln' %,
IndiGo, Akasa Alr Splcejet,
Allianes Air, FLY91, Star Air,
and IndiaOneAfr.

IN A NUTSHELL

B Summer
2028
schedule from SRS
Mareh 29 wees #
about 26,400 'S

weekly

Meghts, down

6% vs 2025
mPamsenger traffic m Capacity trimmed far
growing faster than costs Airfines cite
capacity; prices may climb | higher fuel and forex
amid tight supply wolatility

Alrfines are edudng mpac: dailyflishtsinapril

ity in mesponse o dsng operat-
ingcosts, particelady foeland
torelgm exchange fuctiations,
Officialsalsowamedthat ongo-
ing geopalitical tevsionsin West
Asta oould further dampen
traveldemand.

In the oarrent winter sched
ube, from October 26, 3025, to
March 2.8, 202 &, airlines were
scheduled o opemte 26495
weldy ﬂjghtﬂ.][mm'l:-l:lqiem-
tional disruptions at [IndiGo in
war by Der ember led the DGE Ato
cut the carier swintorschedul ¢
flighits by 1 0¥k

Gowvernment  estimates
shared with FE suggest IndiGo
|_'i.:l|1 -.Tnnprmfrnrrm.nd 14,000
weekly flights in the summer
schedule, The airline said on
March 24 that it Intends to
begin ity domestic sumimers

operations with neardy 2,000

‘IndiGe’s  miternational
schedulewasplanned atsimilar
Ieels b winder, but  the
deployed scale will, of course,
vary hased on ongoing circum-
stances in the Middle East It
should be noted that theme is a
verymaterialescalationimoper
ating costs with fuel and forex-
related costs expected o con
toue 1o inceease wery
su|1:.t.'|||.1i.1l|3r. in addition o
what & alrcady an escalating
cost stvironment,"the airlins
had said.

Estimates show that Air
India plans to operate 2,600
weekly flights, nearly 34.604
lower than last year Air India
Express is likely o operate
arpund 3 200 wrcll:lv}' I:Iighds,
5000 ] oweryear- cn-year. Akasa
Adr plans 1,300 weekly flights,
up 2 1.5%from fast yrar

ICRArevises
aviation
outlook to
negative

PRESSETRUST OF IND A
Mumbai, March 27

RATIMGS AGENCY ICRA on
Frid ay revised 1ts outlook on
the Indian aviation industry to
nl.-p;nli:\'l: from :.-I.1|'.r|1.‘I = |.III1K
disruptions in international
airspace following escalation
of peopolitical tensions in West
Asia. The revisdon inoutlook is
also on account of a sharp
depreciation of the rupes
against the US dollar and an
expected increase in jet fuel
(ATF) prices, | CRA said,

These factors are likely to
significantly increase cost
pressures forairlines, even as
I'.|I'.'I11J|I:I.I'J gl'l.'l“' th tlﬂ oes IJI.I'\'TJ! o
side risks, it said.

The ratings agency said it
expects domestic air passenger
trafflc growth tobeat 0- 3% for
the onpoing fiscal year and
Intemational pacsenger tmfic
pronwth for Indian carriers at 7
9 indicating a relativelyweak
neEar-term -L'HILHII.IJ emnron-
ment. Priortothe West Aslanoi
win, [CRAhad e irmated domes-
ticairpassenger traffic growth
at 680 and i ntemational traf-
fic growth for Indan camriers at
B-10%p forFY 27,

However, these projections
now carry a dovwnwand biag, kit
=l |-'|.'|_p;h|; mancelldensdue to
alrspace closures am expected
to welgh on passenger L ffic
Erowhy, it said
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Airlines facing

big challenges:
DGCA chief

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is try-
ing to promote ease of doing
business for airlines o help
them grow and flourish, as
well as king steps for pas-
senger rights, its chief Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai said on
Thursday.

There are big challenges for
airlines, including taking
longer routes and higher
operational costs due to alr
space restrictions, he said,
expressing hope that there
would be "better days”.

The ongoing West Asia con-
flict is posing more challenges
for airlines. which have cur-
tailed servicesto the region. "It
is not only passenger rights
which we are looking at.. we
are trying to ease things for
the airlines also and the rules
and regulations which are
there, promote ease of doing
business because we want our
airlines to grow and flourish,”
Kidwai said. P11
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UDAN scheme to boost regional air connectivity
gets Cabinet nod with Rs 28,840 crore outlay

GK NewsService
New Delhi, Mar 25

The Union Cabinet, chaired
by PM Narendra Modi,
has approved the modi-
fied Regional Connectiv-
ity Scheme-UDAN, aimed
at enhancing regional air
connectivity and making
air travel affordable, for
a l10-vear period from FY
2026-27 to FY 2085-36 with an
outlay of Rs 28,840 crore.
The scheme seeks to

expand connectivity to
underserved and unserved
regions by developing 100
new airports and 200 heli-
pads, while also supporting
operations at regional asro-
dromes and providing viabil
ity gap funding to airlines.
According to the govern-
ment, the initiative will
boost tourism, trade and
economic growth in Tier-2
and Tier-3 cities, improve
access to remote areas, and
strengthen emergency and

healthcare connectivity. It
also includes plans to pro-
mote indigenous aviation
manufacturing through
procurement of locally
built aireraft.

Since its launch in 2016,
UDAN has operationalised
over 680 routes across 95 air-
ports and facilitated travel
for more than 1.6 crore pas-
sengers, laying the founda-
tion for expanded regional
connectivity under the
modified scheme.
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DGCA issues new rules for flights carrying VIPs

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two months aftera
Learjet 45 crashed near Baramati
killing then Maharashtra deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar and four
others, India’s aviation regulator
on Friday issued sweeping new
rules for flights carrying high-
ranking constitutional and politi-
cal functionaries, warning that
violations could cost operators
Ihc:r permits and pilots their licen-

Thc order, issued under the
Bharativa Vayuyan Adhiniyam,
2024 and dated March 27, replaces
safety circulars that had gone
unrevised for decades. It covers

flights carrying the speaker of Lok

Sabha, the deputy chairperson of

Rajva Sabha, chief ministers, gov-
ermors, Union cabinet ministers,
and the Chief Justice of India.

At its core is a restatement of
pilot authority. Operators are pro-

hibited from subjecting flight
crews to commercial pressure to
undertake flights that may com-
promise safety. Last-minute itiner-
ary changes demanded by VIPs
must be routed through airline
management — not conveyed
directly to the cockpit.

“The aircraft operator shall
ensure that flight operations are in
accordance with the Aircraft Rules
and instructions issued from time
to time and flight crew are not sub-
jected to undue pressure for
undertaking a flight which may
impact safety of operations,” the
order stated. “Any last minute
changes to the planned flight due
to VIP requirements should be
coordinated through the organisa-
tion's management only, and not
directly with the crew.”

The DGCA has mandated twin-
engine aircraft with a minimum
two-person crew for all VIP opera-
tions. Aircraft must carry valid air-
worthiness certification and fully

The move comes two months
after a plane crash in Baramati
that killed then Maharashtra
deputy CM Ajit Pawar. Pl

functional weather radar and nav-
igation systems. Any defect must
be rectified before the next flight,
with no tolerance beyond pre-
scribed maintenance limits.

Pilot eligibility has been tight-
ened. Commanders of fixed-wing
aircraft must now log at least
3,000 flying hours, including 2,000
as pilot-in-command. Helicopter

pilots must have a minimum of

2,000 hours.
On January 28, a Learjet 45 car-

rying Pawar crashed as it
approached to land at the uncon-
trolled air strip near Baramati. A
preliminary report on February 28
stated the VSR Aviation chartered
jetcarrying Maharashtra's deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar crashed
as the crew attempted to land in
visibility of 3,000 metres, againsta
legal minimum of 5,000 metres
for visual flight, the preliminary
investigation report has stated.

The order extends the protec-
tion applicable to pilots to aircraft
maintenance engineers. “The
planning and conduct of the flight
are professional responsibilities
that must remain under the sound
judgment of the flight crew and
AMESs. They should be free from
any external pressure or undue
influence,” it stated.

The DGCA singled out elec-
tion flying as “highly demand-
ing,” citing long duty hours, mul-
tiple sectors, poor rest cycles,
last-minute schedule changes,

and congested airspace as com-
pounding risks. Operators must
appoint a dedicated compliance
officer for election flying opera-
tions.

Written clearance from dis-
trict authorities must be
obtained at least 24 hours before
using any helipad or airstrip,
with verified coordinates and
confirmed arrangements for
security, fire, and rescue. Flight
crews must verify obstacle-free
approach paths and perform-
ance compliance before every
take-off and landing. Detailed
flight plans, passenger mani-
fests, and load sheets must be
filed with air traffic control.

Non-compliance could invite
action ranging from a formal cau-
tion to suspension of a pilot or air-
craft maintenance engineer's
licence, suspension of operations
for a specified period, or cancella-
tion of the operator's Air Operator
Permit, the DGCA said.
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India, EU sign aviation production pact

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and the
European Union have con-
cluded a working arrangement
on industrial aviation produc-
tion that will support coopera-
tion between the two sides and
“Make in India” production
aligned with EU standards,
including the assembly of Air-
bus H125 helicopters in Karna-
taka.

The working arrangement
follows the India-EU Summit in
January, when civil aviation
safety was identified as a criti-
cal focus area, the EU said. EU
ambassador Herve Delphin on
Friday described the arrange-
ment as a concrete example of
bilateral industrial cooperation
aligned with the 27-member
bloc's world-class safety stan-
dards and export certificates
that will help deliver aircraft
products for the world market.

The arrangement will facilitate
the production of the Airbus
HI125 choppers in Karnataka. ur

Airbus Helicopters and Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
have established a final assem-
bly line at Vemagal in Karna-
taka to manufacture the H125
single-engine helicopter, and
the facility was inaugurated in
February. The facility will
make and export the helicop-
ters, with the first deliveries
expected in 2027,

The working arrangement
was signed by India’s Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA) and the European
Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) on March 23, ahead of a
workshop under the EU-South
Asia Aviation Partnership
Project that was held in New
Delhi during March 24-26. This
arrangement will help consoli-
date cooperation to ensure
high civil aviation safety stan-
dards.

The workshop, organised by
EASA in cooperation with
DGCA and with the support of
European turboprop aircraft
manufacturer ATR, brought
together aviation authorities,
airlines and industry represent-
atives from across the region. It
focused on strengthening prac-
tical collaboration and sharing
operational experience.

“Given the increasing chal-
lenges facing the aviation sec-
tor, the European Union and its
South Asian partners reaf-
firmed the importance of coop-
eration to ensure safe, resilient

and sustainable air transport at
the meeting,” the statement
said.

Discussions at the workshop
addressed day-to-day flight
operations and common
regional challenges, highlight-
ing the value of dialogue
between regulators, operators
and industry in improving
safety and performance.

India and the EU also
adopted a new strategic joint
agenda in January that envisa-
ges the two sides working at
scale and speed to serve mutual
interests. The workshop and
the working arrangement on
industrial aviation production
also reflect the EU's broader
commitment to working in
partnership with India and
other South Asian countries to
promote high standards of avi-
ation safety, support regulatory
cooperation and ensure the
sustainable development of the
sector, the statement said.
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Air India Express raises borrowing cap

Dipali Banka & Abhishek Law
dipali.banka@livemint.com

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI: Air India
Express has raised its borrowing
limit by 25% to #17,500 crore to
fund near-term and next-fiscal
operations, marking its third
increase since merging AirAsia
India in 2024 and underscoring
continued turbulence at the Tata
Group's low-cost carrier.

The move signals deepening
financial strain at the budget air-
line, which has seen losses
widen sharply even as revenue
grows. With crude prices rising
and West Asian airspace clo-
sures disrupting operations, the
higher borrowing ceiling gives
the airline breathing room to
manage cash flows—but also
highlights the mounting pres-
sure on the Tata Group’s avia-
tion bet.

“In order to manage (4 (Janu-
ary-March 2026) cash flows and
support the annual operating
plan, it is proposed to enhance
the overall borrowing limits by
23,500 crore,” said a special res-
olution passed by Air India
Express shareholders at a meet-

The move signals deepening financial strain at the budget airline,
which has seen losses widen sharply even as revenue grows.

ing on February 24 and filed
with the ministry of corporate
affairs on March 20.

Under the Companies Act,
2013, a special resolution
requires approval by at least 75%
of the votes cast by shareholders.

“The airline has increased
borrowing limits and it is per-
haps also an indication that it
wants to expand. The Middle
East conflict has severely
impacted its operations and
profitability. May be it will try to

increase domestic operations or
tap the Indian market more, spe-
cially the smaller city—larger
city routes, and is accordingly
making provisions for funds. It is
also not necessary they will be
using the entire borrowing limit,
it could be just an enabling pro-
vision too,” said G.S. Bawa, sec-
retary general, Air Travellers
Association (ATA), a consumer
rights group.

Air India Express did not
respond to Mint's queries.

Air India Express, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Air India,
first raised its borrowing limit to
F11,600 crore in October 2024,
followed by a further increase to
14,000 crore in November 2024.

The airline ended March 2025
with ¥10,087.4 crore in debt
(excluding lease liabilities). With
the revised ceiling, it can now
borrow up to 17,500 crore—a
figure that would exceed its
216,033 crore revenue last year.

Revenue rose 26% year-on-
year to ¥16,033 crore in FY25.
However, losses expanded more
than fourfold to ¥5,822 crore.

Debt (excluding lease liabili-
ties) jumped 61% from ¥6,261.7
crore a year earlier to 10,087.4
crore.

Put simply, Air India Express
lost about ¥36 on every 100 of
Tevenue.

In comparison, parent Air
India’s revenue rose 13% to
61,080 crore in FY25. Under
chief executive officer Campbell
Wilson, it cut losses to 3,976
crore from 35,031 crore a year
earlier—translating to a loss of
roughly 6.5 for every %100
earned.
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DGCA issues fresh
guidelines for operators

flying VIPs and VVIPs

Press Trust of India
Mumbai, New Delhi,
March 27

THE DIRECTORATE General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Fri-
day issued guidelines for air-
craft operators flying VIPs and
VVIPs, including Chief Min-
isters and Governors, and em-
phasised that the crew should
not be subjected to any undue
pressure for operating a flight
that might impact safety.

The guidelines, applicable
for non-scheduled aircraft and
helicopter operators carrying
VVIPs, come against the back-
drop of the fatal plane crash in
January that killed Maharashtra
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar and four
others. The aviation regulator
said theaireraft operator should
ensure that the flight operations
are in accordance with the Air-
craft Rules and instructions/
order/ circularissued from time
to time and flight crew are not
subjected toundue pressure for
undertaking a flight which may
impact safety of operations.

"Any last-minute changesto
the planned flight due to VIP
requiremenits should be coordi-
nated throughthe organisation’s
management only, and not di-
rectly with the crew,” it said.

Issuing the guidelines,
DGCA said an analysis of earlier
accidents/ incidents associated
with aircraft operations to/
from airstrips/ temporary heli-
padsand duringelection flying
of VVIPs has often revealed vi-
olation of instructions and
safety was jeopardised. “Ttis es-
sential that adequate measures
are taken by all concerned to
ensure the highest standards of
safety for the operation of such
flights,” it said.

On election flying, it said
each operatorshould nominate
aresponsible person for manag-
ingsuch flights, and the person
would be accountable for en-
suring compliance with in-
structionsissued by the author-
ities. “Election flying isa highly
demanding exercise in termsof
skill levels, professionalism and
tact,” the regulator said.
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AFTER FATAL JANUARY CRASH

DGCA sets guidelines for aircraft
operators flying VIPs and VVIPs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAL/ NEW DELHI:
Aviation regulator DGCA on
Friday issued guideines for air-
craft operators flying YIPs and
WWIPs, induding chief minis-
ters and governors, and empha-
sised that the crew should not
be subjected to any undue pres-
sure for operating a flight that
might impact safety.

The guidelines, applicable
for non-scheduled aircraft and
helicopter operators carrying
WVIPs, also come agrinst the
backdrop of the fatal plane crash
in January that killed Maharash-
tra Dreputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar and four others. DGCA
said the aircraft operator should
ensure that the flight operations
are in accordance with the Air-
craft Rules and instructions/
order/circular issued from time
to time and flight crew are not
subjected to undue pressure
for undertaking a flight which
may impact safety of operations.

“Any last-minute changes to

HIGHLIGHTS

» The guidelines, applicable
fer nen-scheduled aircraft
and helicopter operators
carrying Y¥IPs, ako come
against the badedrop
of the fatal plane crash
in Jonuary that killed
Maoharashiro Deputy
Thief Minister Ajit Pawar
and four others

» Ay last-minute changes
fo the planned flight
due o VIP requirements
should be coordinated

through the organisation’s
management onty, and
not directly with the crew”

# lssuing the guidelines,
DGCA also said an
analysis of earlier
associoted with aircraft
opergtions fo,/from
airstrips,/temporary
helipads and during
election flying of VVIPs
has often revealed
violation of instructions
and safety was
jeopardised

the planned flight due to VIP
requirements should be coor-
dinated through the organisa-
tions management only, and not
directly with the crew! it said.

Issuing the guidelines,
DGCA also said an analysis of
earlier accidents/incidents asso-
ciated with aircraft operations
to/from airstrips/temporary

helipads and during election fly-
ing of ¥'VIPs has aften revealed
violation of instructions and
safety was jeopardised.

"It is essential that adequate
measures are taken by all con-
cerned to ensure the highest
standards of safety for the opera-
tion of such flights” the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA) said

With respect to clection
flying, the watchdog said each
operator should nominate a
responsible person for manag-
ing such flights, and the person
would be accountable for ensur-
ing compliance with all instruc-
tions issued by the authorities
concerned. The person would
have to follow the instruc-
tions issued by DGCA, AAL
[Airports Authority of India),
BCAS {Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security) and the Election
Commission. The person’s par-
ticulars should be submitted to
the Flight Standards Directaor-
ate, DGCA, before commence-
ment of clection flying, as per
the order. The Pilot In Com-
mand (PIC) of a non-scheduled
aircraft flying VVIPs should
have a total experience of at least
3,000 flying hours, and in the
case of helicopters, it has to be
2,000 flying hours experience.

"Election flying is a highly
demanding exercise in terms
of skill levels, professionalism

and tact; the regulator said, and
mentioned about various chal-
lenges in this regard, including
lomg flying hours, a large num-
ber of take-offs and landings,
hurriedly prepared helipads, fre-
quent changes in itinerary and
highly stressed security arrange-
ments. According to the order,
the operators accountable man-
ager should inform the person
being flown to respect the ded-
sions taken by the flight crew,
aircraft maintenance engineers
and other professionals involved
in flight planning and dispatch.
The decisions taken by themn
regarding continuation, diver-
sion or aborting of the flight
should be respected, and the
crew must remain free from
any external pressure of undue
influence, as per the order.
Among other requirements,
the flight crew should ensure
strict compliance with weather
minima and proper weather
bricfing before commence-
ment of flights as per existing
regulations.  WITH AGENCY IRFUTS
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‘Indian aviation sector outlook negative, weak near-term demand’

The ratings agency expects domestic air passenger traffic growth to be at 0-3% for the ongoing fiscal vear

MUMBAI: Ratings agency
ICRA on Friday revised its
outlook on the Indian aviation
industry to negative from stable,
citin dﬁru]:l{:i.uns in mteérna-
1.Il'_1l1.j airspace following esca-
lation of geopolitical tensions
in West Asia.

The revision in outlook
is also on account of a sharp
depreciation of the
against the US dollar and an
expected increase in jet fuel
{ATF] prices, ICRA said. These
factors are likely to significantly
increase cost pressures for air-
lines, even as demand growth
faces downside risks, it said.

The ratings agency expects
domestic air passenger traffic
growth to be at 0-3 per cent
for the ongoing fiscal year and
internalional passenger traffic
growth for Indian carriers at
7-9 per cent. indicating a rela-
tively weak near-term demand
environment.

Pricr to the West Asian eri-
sis, ICRA had estimated domes-
tie air passenger traffic growth
at 6-8 per cent and international
traffic growth for Indian carri-
ers at B-10 per cent for FY27.

However, these projections

oW carry a downward bias,

it sand.

CLOSER LOOK

rThe rm-islnn]nmﬂlmk Isalsn mn:ml.rﬂ'af a dmrp
depredation of the rupee againg the US dollar and an
expected increase in jet fuel (ATF) prices, ICRA said

» |CRA expects international passenger traffie growth for
Inclien carrlers at 7-9 per cent for current fiseal

+ Flight cancellations due to alrspace closures, coupled with
higher airfares following the levy of fuel surcharges, are

expected to weigh on pastenger traffic growth

Flight cancellations due to
airspace closures, coupled with
higher airfares following the
lewy of fuel surcharges (esti-
mated at 5-6 per cent of aver-

age ticket prices), are cx.p-n:[::d
Lo weigh on passenger traffic
growth, ICRA said.

ﬂd.i.l:iliurla]l}'. rercuting of

flights is likely to increase fuel

burn and operating costs, the
ratings agency sald. Moreover,
the removal of airfare caps by
the DGCA, which were intro-
duced in December last year
following operational disrup-
tons at IndiGo poses further
downside risks.

A sharp rise in ticket prices
could dampen travel demand
going forward, ICRA said.

ICRA had earlier pro-
jected net losses for the avia-
Hon industry to narrow to Rs
11,000-12,000 crore in FY27,
supported by traffic growth.

However, the recent geo-
political developments, along

with adverse currency move-
m::nls.amiri::inﬂ fuel costs, have
introduced a downward bias to
these estimates, it said, adding
that for FY26, the industry is
expected to report net losses of
Rs 17,000-18,000 crore.

The pressure on profitability
is being exacerbated by strue-
tural cost challenges. Fuel alone
accounts for 30-40 per cent of
airlines’ operaling expenses,
while 35-50 per cent of total
costs, including lease payments
and maintenance, are dollar-
denominated, making airlines
highly vulnerable to currency
depreciation, ICRA added.
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Airlines facing big challenges,
‘hope we see better days’: DGCA

NEW DELHI: The Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is trying to promote
ease of doing business for air-
lines to help them grow and
flourish as well as taking steps
for passenger rights, its chief
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai said.

There are big challenges for
airlines, including taking longer
routes and higher operational
costs due to airspace curbs, he
said, expressing hope that there
would be “better days”

“It is not only passenger
rights which we are looking at...
we are trying to ease things for
the airlines also and the rules
and regulations which are there,
promote ease of doing business

=]

because we want our airlines to
grow and flourish,” Kidwai said.

He said many airlines have
gone bust in India and empha-
sised the need to support
carriers.

India is one of the world’s
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets and the DGCA as well
as the government has been
taking various initiatives.

Recently, it was decided that
60 per cent of seats in a domes-
tic flight will be offered without
any additional charges while the
fare cap, imposed in the wake of
IndiGo operational disruptions
in December 2025, has been
withdrawn. “We are facing a
very typical time because, espe-
cially for our carriers, if you see
the Pakistan airspace is closed
for them,” he said.

Against the backdrop of
West Asia conflict, airlines have
to take longer routes, meaning
carrying more fuel and the cost
of fuel is going up. Also, carry-
ing more fuel means less cargo
and passengers so it hits reve-
nues, he added. P
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Indian airlines to operate 23K weekly domestic
flights during summer schedule, down 10% YoY

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL:
Indian airlines are set to oper-
ate a little over 23,000 weekly
domestic flights during the
summer schedule starting
from March 29, which is 10
per cent less than the services
flown during the same period
a year ago.

Aviation watchdog DGCA
has published the domes-
tic flights summer schedule,
which is from March 29 to
October 24, for nine sched-
uled airlines.

A senior DGCA official
on Thursday told PTT that
the airlines would be operat-
ing around 10 per cent fewer
flights in 2026 summer sched-
ule compared to the previous

summer schedule.

During the 2025 summer
schedule, there were 25,610
weekly flights and this time,
a 10 per cent reduction would
mean the number of services
will come down by 2,561.
Accordingly, the total count
will be about 23,049 weekly
flights, as per an analysis.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has put
out the airline-wise domestic
summer schedule for 2026 on
its website but has not provided
a consolidated figure and com-
parison with the previous sum-
mer schedule or the ongoing
winter schedule.

The nine airlines that are
to operate flights during the

2026 summer schedule are
Air India, Air India Express,
IndiGo, Akasa Air, Spicefet,
Alliance Air, FIY91, Star Air
and IndiaOne Air.

In the current winter sched-
ule from October 26, 2025, to
March 28, 2026, airlines were to
operate 26,495 weekly flights.
However, the massive opera-
tional disruptions at IndiGo in
early December had an impact
and the DGCA had curtailed
the carrier’s winter schedule
flights by 10 per cent.

Meanwhile, the ongoing
West Asia conflict, involving
the US, Israel and Iran that
started on February 28, is sig-
nificantly disrupting flight ser-
vices of Indian carriers to the

region.

Against this backdrop, air-
line executives told PTI that
there is a lot of uncertainty and
there could be further reduc-
tion in the existing summer
schedule itself.

The schedule was mostly
prepared in January and Feb-
ruary, a period during which
there were no risks related to
the Middle East conflict, which
started on February 28. Now,
the scenario is completely dif-
ferent and operational com-
plexities have increased, one of
the officials said.

On March 24, IndiGo said
it intends to start its domestic
summer schedule with nearly
2,000 daily flights in April. p1l
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DGCA tightens VVIP
flight rules after Pawar

crash, pilots have last say

5 LALITHA @ New Delhi

IN view of the safety lapses fol-
lowing the Baramati plane
erash that killed then Mahar-
ashira Deputy CM Ajit Pawar,
the Directorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA) has tight-
ened safety norms for non-
scheduled fight operators
transporting VVIPs, giving pi-
lots power to decide on whether
to undertake risky trips.
Written eonsent from local
authoritles where alrstrips are
located, screening of VVIP bag-
gage, and better aireraft have
been made mandatory in an or-
der issued by the DGCA.
“Flight crew must not be sub-
Jected to undue pressure for un-
dertaking a Night which may
impact safaly of operatlons™
the arder said. “The planning
and conduct of the Night are
professional responsibilities
that must remain under the
sound judpment of the Aight
crew and malntenance engl-
neers. They should be free from
any external pressure or undue
influence,” it said.
Last-minute changes 1o op-
erations must be routed
through arganisational man-
agement and the operating
crew should not be directed to
carry them out, DGCA said.
To avold risks related to re-
mote landing sites, the order

VYVIP list expanded to
include House haads

The list of VVIPs has been
expandad toinclude Lok
Sabha Speaker, Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairperson, Unian
and state cabinet ministers,
Chief Justice of India,
governors, CMs and Z
category protectees. Ma
exemption will be given to
WVIP= as per the new rules.

sald operators must confirm
the availability of suitable heli-
pads or alrstrips at least 24
hours in advance. “This needs
tor be backed by written valida-
tlon from district authorithes.
Landing permission or NOCs
from district authorities will
be mandatory,” the order said.

Mo exemption will be given
to VWIPs, and baggage screen-
ing prior to loading has been
made mandatory DGCA also
called for load and trim sheets
before every flight. Twin-on-
gine alreraft with a minkmum
of two members is mandatory,
the order added.

The list of YVIPs has been
expanded to include Lok Sabha
Speaker, Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chalrperson, Union and state
cabinet ministers, Chiel Jus-
tiee of India, governors, CMs
and £ category protectees.
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DGCA TIGHTENS
VVIP FLIGHT
RULES

RAJESH KUMAR
B New Delhi

In a move to enhance safety,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Friday issued a fresh guide-
lines for certain categories
of WIPs including Z+ catego-
ry SPG protectees, Lok Sabha
speaker, Rajya Sabha deputy
chairperson, central minis-
ters of cabinet rank, Chief
Justice of India, Chief
Ministers, Governors and
state ministers of cabinet
rank, saying pilots operating
VVIP flights shall not be sub-
jected to undue pressure.

“Flight crew is not subject-
ed to undue pressure for
undertaking a flight which
may impact safety of oper-
ations,” the order stated.
The order stated that any
last minute changes to the
planned flight due to VIP
requirements should be
coordinated through the
company management only
and not directly with the
crew.

The guidelines, applicable
for non-scheduled aircraft
and helicopter operators
carrying VVIPs. The direc-
tions come two months
after the fatal air crash in
Baramati which resulted in
death of Maharashtra
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar.

CONTINUED ON >» P4

DGCA tightens VVIP flight
rules

The order covers various aspects including air-
craft airworthiness requirements, crew gual-
ifications, airfield conditions and other oper-
ational and safety issues.

"Analysis of earlier accidents/incidents
associated with aircraft operations toffrom
airstrips/temporary helipads and during elec-
tion flying has often revealed violations of
instructions, and safety was jeopardised. It is
essential that adequate measures are taken by
all concerned to ensure the highest standards
of safety for the operation of such fights,” it said.

The order which was issued on Friday also
asks charter operators and state governments
to keep a pamphlet in the aircraft indicating
capability and limitations of that aircraft. It
must also mention planning and conduct of the
Aight are professional responsibilities that must
remain under the sound judgment of flights
crew and engineers.

The pamphiet should also state VIP passen-
gers respect decisions taken by the crew
regarding diversions and that they be free from
any external pressure or undue infiluence.

The guidelines mandated that the aircraft
operator shall ensure that flight operations are
in accordance with the Aircraft Rules and
instrucrion/order{circular issued from time to
time, and fight crew are not subjected to
undue pressure for undertaking a flight which
may impact safety of operations. Any fast
minutes changes to the planned flight due to
VIP requirements should be coordinated
through the Organization's management only.
and not directly with the crew.

The DGCA has mandared the use of twin-
engine aircraft with a minimum of two crew
members, stressing "good operational capahil-
ity, reliability and easy maintainability” as non-
negotiable requirements.

It has also made it compulsory for operators
and state aviation departments to brief VWIP
passengers about aircraft limitations and
operational constraints before take-off. "The
planning and conduct of the flight are profes-
sional responsibilities that must remain under
the sound judgment of the Hight crew and
AMEs. They should be free from any external
pressure or undue influence,” the DGCA said.

"The fight crew shall ensure strict compli-
ance of weather minima and proper weather
briefing before commencement of flights as per
existing regulations. Before Commencement
of fAight, the Pilot in Command shall familiar-
ize himself with necessary meteorological
information required for the intended flight.
For every Right under Instrument Flight Rules,
the pilot shall study the current weather
reports and forecast and plan alternative
course of action to provide for the eventuali-
ty that the flight may not be completed as
planned because of weather conditions,” it said.

28 MARCH 2026
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The Statesman

Flightrestrictions at
Srinagarairportfrom6
Aprilforrunway upgrade

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Srinagar. 27 Marcl

Flight operations at Srinagar
airport will be restricted
between 8 am to 5 pm from
April6 as the Indian AirForce
has to undertake runway
uperade which is expectedto
continue through the summer
months.

Atpresent, around 60 flights,
inchuding armivals and departures,
operate daily between 8 am
and 10 pm at the airport.
However, as per a Notice to

Sat, 28 March 2026
https://epaper.thestat

Airmen (NOTAM) issued by
theIndian Air Force operational
hours for scheduled flights
will be temporarily restricted
until 3pm starting from April
6 due to ongoing runway
works. “Whilethe watch hours
will be redhuced, fight movements
are expected to increase in
linewith the DGCA (Directomte
General of Civil
Aviation)-approved summer
schedule. Airlines will plan
and operate flights accordingly
within the revised timings,”
Srinagar airport said on X.
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Storm hits air traffic, CM flight hovers

OUR BUREAU

Caleutta: A strong apell of
raln, winds and a brief hall-
SHOPm StPUCK Duin Dum and
its nelghbouring areas on
Thursday afternoon, Msrupt-
Ing filght operatons and fore-
ing the alreraft carrying chief
minster Mamar Banerjes to
howver for more than an hoar
over the city"s sky.

MAMAEA Was Feiurning
from Andal.

Calcutta alrport offlcials
aald the chlef mintater's plans,
4 Falcon 2004LXS 12-seater
alreraft, took off from Andal at
3.30pm and was schednled to
land tn Calentta at 4. 07pm.

“However, due to thun-
derstorm, raln, and hall-
storm conditdons, fllght op-
erntions were stilled at the
Caleutsa Alrport during that
time," sald an alrport officlal.
Flight operatlons at the Cal-
et alrport were suspendead
from 4.22pm to 5.02pm, he
IliBad

According o sources, the
atreraft entered Calcitta's sky
&t 4.02pm. The pllot was inl-
Hally given two alternatives:
glther return to Andal or di-
vert to Ranchl,

“However, the pllot said he
would hold in the sky. Thealr-
£raft was asked to hold around
the Bohala area.” sald an offi-

A pedestrian crosses. EM
Bypass on a sultry Thursday
afternoon. The storm
wns lovalised and most of
Caleutta romeined dry.
Ploture by Sanat Kr Sinha

clal. Cther Mights were hold-
Ny t00, he added.
“The afr traffic control was

asked to give the CM's fllght
prioriy fir Ianmng, ™ he sakl

Finally, st 5.0dpm, the CM's
alrerant was cleared toland. Ti
touchad fhe ninway at 5 19um,
saldanofficlal. He noted It was
the first Mght to Land after op-
eratIOns rasurmel.

The first aireraft to take off
from Caleutta was InMGo's
Wi £t ok 5 O2p

An IndiGo flight from
Bhuhaneswar to Calentta ana
another from Caleutta to Go-
wahat! were among those de-
layed by the rough weather, A
Spicedet fight from Chennal
to Calcutta was diverted to
‘Varanast

“In toial. 10 Mlights were de-

layed. Six of these wore dopar-
tures, and fonr werse headed to
Caleutta,” an alrport offieial
sald

“Tt was a locallsa fhunder
storm. Mist parts of Caloutia
were dry, hut Dum Dum and
nalghbouring areas received
a sharp epell of rain, hall, and
strong gusts of wWind,” sail a
Met offictal tn ANpora,

Between 4pm and 5.90pm,
Dum Dum recorded 27mm
of rain. A peak wind speed
of STEmph was measured
around 4.50pmn. The hallstorm
lasted for around 10 minates,
e said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 b

Air traffic hit

» FROM PAGE 8

A weather selentist sald hafl-
stones are formed when thun-
derstorm updrafts (strong
currents of alr that Are mov-
ing up) carry raindrops into
extremely cold areas of the
atmosphere, where the rain-
drops freeze.

The hatlsiones then grow
larger by coming Mt CONtact
with Uguid water drops that
freeze on the hatlstones’ sur-
face. Hails start falling when
the thunderstorm's updraft
can no longer suppert the
weight of the haflstones.

Earller on Thursday, the
Mot office 1ssued an “en-
hanced thunderstorm” alert
for Bangal.

“An upper alr cyclonle
clrculation les over south
Gangetic Bengal adjoining
north Odisha and extends
up to 1.5km above mean sea
level.... In the presence of
a favourahle wind pattern

and strong molsture incur-
slon from the Bay of Hengal,
enhanced thunderstorm ae-
tivity 1s very Hiely,” said a
ol letin.

The niensty of the show-
ers 18 likely to be on the higher
stde in north Bengal, where
heavy ratn 1s lkely on Friday
and Saturday. Cabeutta is Hke-
I¥ to get at least one spell of
thmderstorm between Friday
and Saturtday, sald the Met ofti-
clal in Alipore,

Avound 2.10pm on Thurs-
day, the Mot office ssued a
nowcast (alert for an tmmi-
nent weather event), which
sald “moderate thunder-
storms” were ikely In North
2-Parganas during the next
cougle of hours.

Another came around
4.10pm, accompanied by
similar alerts for Calcurta
and South 24-Parganas. But
eventually, most of Caleutta
remained dry. The conditions
were hreezy fora while,
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Pilots can refuse
tofly WIPs if it's
not safe: DGCA

] yilots flying VVIPs, inclu-
ding Z-plus category
SPG protectees, Lok Sabha
speaker, Rajva Sabha depu-
ty chairperson, cabinet mi-
nisters, Chief Justice of In-
dia, CMs and governors ha-
ve now been empowered to
refusetofly if itisnotsafeto
do so for any reason. Pilots
are often pressured to fly,
even infading light.
Following the death of
Maharashtra deputy CM
Ajit Pawar in a plane crash
this Jan, aviation regulator
DGCA issued new guideli-
nes Friday for flving VVIPs.
It has mandated twin-
engine aircraft with mini-
mum twocrew membersand
good operational capability
tofly VVIPs.PT
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Pilots of VIP charters can now
refuse to ﬂy In unsafe conditions

After Ajit’s Plane
Crash, DGCA Issues
New Guidelines

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Pilots flying VVIPs, in-
cluding Z-plus category SPG protec-
tees, Lok Sabha speaker, Rajva Sabha
deputy chairperson, cabinet minis-
ters, Chief Justice of India, CMs and
governors have now been empowered
to put their foot down and refuse to fly
if it isnot safe to do so for any reason,
Following the death of Maharash-
tra deputy CM Ajit Pawar and four oth-
ers in a small plane crash this Jan, the
The move aims to insulate
pilots from pressure as
politicians often insist on
flying for meetings, even in
fading light

Directorate General of Civil Aviation
{(DGCA)Friday issued anew setof “gui-
delines for carriage of central. state
and otherdignitaries by aircraft”.

“ .. flight crew (should not be) sub-
jected to undue pressure for under-
takingaflight which may impact safe-
ty of operations. Any last-minute
changes to the planned flight due to
VIP requirements should be coordi-

IStnck
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Flight crew (should not be) pressured to
undertake a flight that may impact safety of
operations, DGCA said

nated through the organisation’s
management only, and not directly
with the crew,” the new rulessaid.

Besides, the guidelines also said
that only well-maintained planes or
choppers, with last reported defects
rectified, and very experienced pilots
will operate such flights.

Noting that VVIPs "use air travel
frequently for electioneering and other
purposes in (small) aircraft” and chop-
pers, DGCA said, “Analysis of earlier
accidents/incidents associated with
aircraft operations to/from airstrips/
temporary helipads and during elec-
tion flying has often revealed violation
of instructions and safety was jeopar-
dised. It is essential that adequate mea-

sures are taken by all concerned to en-
sure the highest standards of safetv for
operation of such flights.”

The move aimed at insulating pi-
lots from pressure as politicians often
insist on flying for public meetings,
even infading light.

A charter operator for decades
said, “These new rules make it possi-
ble for us to say no to VIPs to operate
flights if it is not safe to do so. In my
several vears, I have myself gotten in-
to trouble for pointing out it may not
be safe to operate due any reason like
weather. Now while we are responsib-
le for aircraft maintenance and get-
ting landing approvals, the onus for a
safe flight lies with evervone on board
the plane. This new rulebook makes
that amply clear.”

Now issuing the new directives for
DGCA has also mandated twin-engine
aireraft with minimum two crew and
good operational capability for VVIPs.

It has also said that 24 hours before
flving, state govis, PSUs, aircraft oper-
ators and the pilots must ensure the
existence of a suitable helipad or air
strip for landing. Besides, district au-
thorities need to issue a landing per-
mission or no-objection certificate be-
fore aireraft lands on a remote or un-
controlled airportor helipad. State and
district administration have to facili-
tate information on the conditions for
a helipad or an airstrip condition
along with the coordinates, security,
fire and rescue arrangement,
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DGCA tightens rules for VVIP

flights after Baramati plane crash

SHEKHAR SINGH

TIIHAENE NS SERVICL

BARS DIRECT VIP INTERFERENCE

In a clear push to ring-fence flight safety from VIP Influence,
the DGCA underlined that flight planning and execution
were professional responsibilities and must remain solely
under the sound judgment of pllotsand engineers. To rein-

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

The Divectorate General of Cry-
il Avmation (DGCA) has brought
top-tier VVIPs — from the Lok

Sabha Speaker and Chief Jus-
tice of India to Chief Ministers
and SPG protectees — undera
stocter aviation safety frame-
work, issuing fresh pusdelnes
for non=scheduled flights in the
wake of the Baramati crash on
Juntiary 28 which clamed the
life of then DMahamishtm
Deputy CA Ajit Pawar.

I'n asweeping onder issuedon
Fhday, the repulator expanded
the ambit of dipnitaries cov-
ered. explictly listing the Lok
Sabha Speaker, Deputy Char-
persan of the Rajpva Sabha,
Union Cabinet Ministers, Chief
Justice of Indin, Governors,
Chief Ministers, state Cabinet-
mnk ministers and Z+ catego-
rv SPG protectess.

The move comes amid con-
cerns flagged by the DGCA

that p.lst incidents, &per.ul!}

du.unp: eledtion ﬂ}mg and
opertions to temporry heli-
pads, have “often revealed vio-
lation of instructions and safe-
ty was jeopardised”,

The arder underscores thet
frequent use of chattered air-
craft and helicopters by VVIPs
during gections cannot come
at the oost of safety, Tt 1s essen-
tal thatadequate measures are
taken by all concemed to
ensurethe highest standamdsof
safety” the DGCA said.

force this, the regulator has asked charter operators and
state povernments to place a pamphlet inside aireraft
detalling the capabilities and limitations of the aircraft.

In a clear sipnal to curb last-
minute political pressure, the
repilator has directed  that
pilots must not be pushed into
Asky operations. “Flight crew
are not subjected to undue
pressure for undertaking a
flight which may impact the
safety of operations” the order
stated, adding that any last-
rmuntite changes must be mout-
ed through organisational
management and not imposed
direrthy on orew:

The DGCA hasmandated the
useof twin-enpine aircraft with
aminimum of two crew mem-
bers, stressing “good opera-
tional capability, reliability and
easy maintamability” as non-
nepotiable requirements,

It hais afso made it compulso-
ry for operators and state avia-
tion departments to baef VVIP
passengers about aireraft fmi-
tations and operational con-
stmints before take-off. “The
planning and conduct of the
flight are professional responsi-
hilities that must rerainunder
the sound mudpment of the
flipht crew and AMEs They
should be free from any exter-
nal pressure or undue mfhe

ce,” the repulatorsad

Tightening  pround-level
protocols, the order requires
preparation  of  passenger
manifests and load and trim
sheets before every flight,
ensunng strict adherence to
weight  limits, Baggape
screening prior to loading has
also been made mandatory,

Crucially, the DGCA has
addressed risks linked to
makeshift  helipads  and
memote landing sites, a fre-
guent featire of election
campaigns. Operators must
now confirm the avaitability
of suitable helipads or
airstrips at least 24 hours in
advance, backed by written
validation from  district
atithorities, mduding coordi-

nates and pround references,
For operations in remote or
uncontrolled areas, landing
permisstons ar NOCs from dis-
trict authorities will be mand:a-
tory, The regulator has dlso
direrted state administrations
to ensure secunty, fire and res-
cue armngements are in place
before granting approvals,
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