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Nabanna meeting focuses on flight connectivity between Kolkata and Europe

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Following the
Chief Minister’s recent appeal
to the representatives of Brit-
ish Airways to start a direct
Kolkata-London flight, a
meeting was held in the city
on Wednesday involving the
Kolkata airport officials, state
government and travel agents
to discuss international con-
nectivity from the city.

The Kolkata airport shared
on its X handle on Wednes-
day that a meeting was held

It was attended by Airlines
Association chairperson and
Tour & Travel Association
representatives to

‘discuss new international
connectivity from Kolkata’

between the airport direc-

tor PR Beuria, Nandini
Chakraborty, principal sec-
retary, Home department at
Nabanna. It was attended by

Airlines Association chairper-
son and Tour & Travel Associa-
tion representatives to “discuss
new international connectivity
from Kolkata”.

It was learnt that various
European air carriers will be
appealed to start direct flights
to Kolkata. It was assured that
there were enough passengers

from here who would travel to
destinations such as London,
Frankfurt and Amsterdam.
The decision to reach out to
European carriers such as Brit-

ish Airways, Virgin Atlantic,
Lufthansa, KLM, and Indian
carrier Air India for a direct
connection to Europe was
made at the Nabanna meet-
ing, it was learnt.

Further, requests will also
be made to the Indian airline
IndiGo, apart from Asian car-
riers such as Cathay Pacific,
China Eastern Airlines, Sri
Lankan Airlines etc to restart
international flights that were
there prior to Covid but have
not yet resumed. Sources said

that the Airports Authority of

India (AAI) would try to draw
more international flights to
Kolkata and extend all cooper-
ation for the same. The Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) airport is
capable of accommodating
wide-body aircraft.

The British Airways
stopped flights between Lon-
don and Kolkata in March
2009 after almost eight decades
of operation. Air India, which
operated direct flights to Lon-
don even after Covid, has with-
drawn it as well.
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Kolkata-Londondirectflight:
AAl, state officials meet

CMBanerjee had emphasised on thegrowing demand for direct flights from Kolkata to the UK capital fol-
lowing which state homesecretary, senior airport officialsand travel organisersmeton Wednesday

‘B

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, 26 MARCH

day after chief min-
ister Mamata Baner-
jee urged British Air-
vays toresume direct
flights between London and
Kolkata, senior officials of
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI) and the West Bengal
government convened a high-
level meeting to explore new
international connectivity
options from Kolkata.

The meeting, held at
Nabanna, was attended by P
R Beuria, director of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport, along with
Nandini Chakraborty, prin-
cipal secretary (home), rep-
resentatives from the airlines

=

Home secretary Ms Nandini Chakraborty, held a meeting with

AA| officials at Nabanna on Wednesday » «x-

association, and members of
the tour and travel association.
The discussions primarily
focused on reviving the long-
discontinued London-Kolkata
route, which could significantly
enhance business and tourism
prospectsin the state. During
an interactive session titled
"Opportunities in West Ben-

gal” in London on Tuesday,
Banerjee madea direct appeal
to British Airways, highliphting
the growing demand forinter-
national flights from Kolkata.

"My humble request to
my friends from UK airlines—
can you give us one direct
flight? British Airways used
to operate London-Kolkata

flights, but before we came
to power in 2011, the service
was withdrawn. Ido notknow
the reason. But now, every
flight is almost fully booked.
Weare also offering fuel con-
cessions. Whoever approaches
us first will get an advantage
in fuel tax," she said. British
Airways had ceasedits Kolkata
operations in March 2009
after nearly 80 years of service,
citing commercial reasons.
Air India, which introduced
adirect London-Kolkata flight
in 2005, also discontinued
the service in 2008 due to
low passenger occupancy.
The Bengal government
seesdirect intemational con-
nectivity as crucial, given its
ambitions to attract global
investors. Banerjee empha-

sised that the stateis witnessing
industrial expansion, boasting
six economic corridors, mul-
tiple industrial parks, and a
thriving MSME sector. She
also highlighted that West
Bengal has reduced unem-
ployment by 46 per cent and
has 94 major development
projects in progress.

The chiefminister's push
forthe London-Kolkata flight
aligns with her broadervision
to position Bengal as a key
investment destination. With
business delegations from
the UKand other global mar-
kets expressing interest in
the state, seamless air con-
nectivity is expected to play
a pivotal role in facilitating
trade and economic collab-
oration.
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Home seeretary Nandini Chakravorty chairs
the meeting al Nabanns on Wednesday

Plea for direct
Europe flights

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutia: The stale’'s home
secretary mel with airport and
nictine executives on Wednes-
day to press for Calcuiia's de-
mand for more international
[htghits and direct connectivity
1o Ewrope

Calcutta airport author-
ities would write to interna-
tional airfines that earlier op-
erated from Caleutta bat have
withdrawn, and alio others
which have not flown fo the
city in the recent past, reguest-
ing them fo resume services
Irom the city, sald solirces.

“The state government
will write to the civil aviation
ministry requesting it to lake
the nitisfive to bring more in
ternational flights to Caleutta
and provide direct connectivi-
ty o Europe,” said a state gov-
ernment official.

The meeting, chalred
by home secretary Nandini
Chakravorly, comes a day
after chiel minister Mumata
Banerjee made an appeal in

London to UK-based alilines
for direct lights to Caleutta

“First, my humble sug-
gestion would be to my UK
airline friends. Can vou give
us one direct Might? British
Alrways, you wen: there, Ear-
ler, it was there But it was
withdrawn before we came
to power. | do not know what
the ciuse is. But now, overy
{light is booked. We are also
giving some Mfuel concessions,
from Caleutta, from Sillgur
and also from Andal.” Mam-
ata sald at an interactie ses-
sion on Opportunities In West
Bengal jointly organised by
the UK Indin Business Coun-
il (UKIBC) and Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FICCI),
i Lomdon

“Now, no seal will be va-
cant. Every seat will be full.
Your business will go up, Who
ever comes [irst, v will give
them a first advantage, Fuel
tao mcdvantage,” Mamata said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 90

Europe flights

The chief minister poinbsd out
that It takes 18 hours to trav
el to and from London, But a
dirert flight would iake only
about ten howrs

“You tell me how difficul it
is. The transport communica:
thor s wealt, This is & reques
lexpress my views on behalf of
the peaple in Bengal, on behall
of students, businessmen, doo
s, teachers, the media, every-
body. Please come, We will g
vou a fabulous reception. I we
et cirect fight from London,
there will be mare and more
communication and connec-
thoty aund ntegration also,” she
said in Londaon.

Wadnesday's meating at
Nabanna wis attended by Pra
val Ranjan Beuria, Calouita
alrport’s director, aidine rep.
resenistives and troveld agents

Dhuring the mesting, Reurt
sl Coleutiaalrport s the sikth
busiest in India, equipped o
handle wide-body alrcraft and
has sufficient lerminal capacity
i manage 26 milllon pissen-
s armyanldly, Fe also said that
the ajrport was an the verge
of achieving its prepandemic
passenger movement level of
22 million this year and hos the
potential o acoomimodate addi-
thonial passen ger tradfic.

l-ll'pl’ﬂt'l'lllu'.'l'! froam the
bt r operators requested home
secretary Chakravorty and the
abrport director Lo persuade in.
ternational operators thai had
discontinued services post-pan-
demic, like Sri Lankan Alrlines,
Cathay Padifie. Malindo Air,
and China Eastern Aldines

“We have also requested
that special disectints on avia-
thomn fuel, user develomment fee
and passenger service fee be
offiered o attract internationa
alrlines o operate from Cal
cutia,” sald Anjani Dhanuka,
the chairman of the enstern
reglon of the Travel Agents
Association of India, “Caleut-
ta airport levies more charg:
e [ comparison 1o cltles ke
Delhi and Mumbai,” he said,

“IT fhere are more interma
thoru] Mights, there will e more
pessengers foo, " sl Dhanaka,
Betiria, however, argoed that
the charges are regulnted by
the Airports Eeonomic Regu-
latory Authority (AERA). “We
will communicate this view to
the higherauthari s, e said.

There were also discus-
sions o persuade Air India to
resume the commecting fHight o
London via Delhi, with lmmi-
gration cdenmnee in Caleuiia
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Redeveloped Hisar airport

aims to cater to growing
cargo and MRO needs

Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

The redeveloped airport in
Hisar, Haryana, is expected
to boost regional connectiv-
ity as well as specialised air
services.

Speaking to businessline,
sources said the airport, re-
developed at a total cost of
around 1,500 crore over the
last four-five years, has been
granted regulatory licences.
“We expect the airport to be
inaugurated by April 14. We
have received all the regulat-
ory clearances to start re-
gional air services,” they
said.

“The expanded facility
aims to cater to the growing
needs of air cargo, aircraft
maintenance and manufac-
turing.” According to them,
the project comprises an in-
tegrated aviation hub for all-
weather large aircraft opera-
tions, along with a mainten-
ance, repair and overhaul
(MRO) facility and an avi-
ation academy.

BIG ECONOMIC THRUST
Located over 190 km from
Delhi, the expanded airport
area now spans more than
7,000 acres. Additionally, the
facility hosts an ‘Integrated
Manufacturing Cluster’
spread across 3,000 hectares,
aswell as space foraround 15

Sources said
Alliance Air will
operate several
flights from Hisar

aircraft to park. “The conges-
tion at nearby mega airports
has given Hisar an opportun-
ity to focus on specialised
services like MROs and
cargo,” sources said.

“The State’s economy is
expected to reap rich bene-
fits from the expansion and
redevelopment of the air-
pDrt-III

According to sources, Alli-
ance Air will operate several
flights from Hisar. “We ex-
pect Alliance Air to operate
the first flight from Hisar to
Ayodhya as soon as the in-
auguration takes place,” they
said. “Other airlines have
also shown interest in oper-
ating flights from the
airport.”

The airport, sources said,
will be managed and oper-
ated by Airports Authority of
India (AAI). Industry in-
siders cited ample slot avail-
ability, large aircraft parking
space, and only 1 per cent
VAT on jet fuel as attractive
propositions for airlines.

“We are also offering
State-backed VGF for opera-
tions and have asked the
Centre to include the airport
inits UDAN scheme.”
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Toll up on airport road
from April 1; cars to pay
Rs 120 for single j Journey

BENGALURU, DHNS

“I Fourcabride to Bengalu-
ru's Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA)is

sel to get more expensive,

And so will be the ride on
the two operational stretches
of Bengaluru's Satellite Town
Ring Road (STRR).

Starting April 1, the Nation-
alHighways Authority of India
(NHAI) will increase user fees
(toll charges) forthe Sadahalli
(KIA road, NH 7), Hulikunte,
and Nalluru Devanahalli (both
STRR, NH 648) toll plazas.

The inerease is an annual
exercise linked to the Whole-
sale Price Index (WPI).

Cars, jeeps, vans and other
light motor vehicles passing
through Sadahalli (22.12 km)
will pay Rs 120 for a single
journeyand Rs 180 forareturn
journeywithinaday. Amonth-
ly pass for 50 single journeys
will costRs 3,970, The existing
ratesare Rs115, Rs170and Rs
3,835.

Light commercial vehicles
and minibuses will pay 185
forasinglejourneyand Rs 275
for a return journey within a
day.

A monthly pass for 50 sin-
glejourneys will cost Rs6.100.

The existing rates are Rs 175,
Rs 265 and Rs 5,890.

Trucks and buses will pay
Rs 370 for a single journey,
Rs 550 for a return journey
withina day,and Rs12,265 for
a monthly pass. The existing
rates are Rs 355, Rs 535 and
Rs11,845.

The increased toll charges
willaffectall travellers, wheth-
er they travel by cabs, person-
alvehicles or public transport
(Vayu Vajra bus services).

Here's what you will pay
Cars and other light motor
vehicles using the 42-km

Flle photo nfthetull buut‘lmeartheawporl in Bengaiuru.

Dobbspet-Doddaballapur
stretch of the STRR will pay
Rs 110 (single journey), Rs
165 (return journey), and Rs
3,615 (monthly pass) at the
Hulikunte toll plaza.

The existing rates are
Rs105,Rs155,and Rs 3,490.

Cars and other light
motor vehicles using the
34.15-km Doddaballapur by-
pass-Hoskote stretch of the
STRR will pay Rs 85 (single
journey) and Rs 125 (return
journey) at the Nalluru Deva-
nahallitoll plaza.

TheexistingratesareRs 70,
Rs105.and Rs 3.490.
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Airport theory: What is this risky
new trend to skip pre-flight timer-

Akanksha Agnihotri Airport through check-in and
theorymay security with time to
kanksha.agnihotri@htdigital | }
s Thenf e lead to a full- spare. But this trend has
ir travel etiquette has blown travel the potential to lead to a
always been a hot disaster full-blown travel disaster.

topic, from middle- Trafficjams, long lines,
seat armrest debates unexpected delays can
to avoiding overpowering completely derail last-
scents. Lately, though, minute arrivals.
frequent flyers are linding Boarding late could also
ways to avoid the waiting lead to hassles with the

period at airports. Enter
airport theory, the latest
travel trend taking over the
internet. Some jet-setters
swear by it, while others are
putting it to test.

WHAT IS AIRPORT
THEORY?

Airport theory is a TikTok
trend challenging people to
arrive at the airport a mere 15
minutes prior to the gates
closing. This bold
experiment is all about Gen Z
reaching for their phones to
postand boast reaching the
airport late’ yet making it
onto the flight.

For those who love living
onthe edge by showing up
last minute or packing on the
day of the trip, it might just
work. But for those super-

organised folks who prefer

arriving hours ahead of time,

the idea of rushing to the
gate might seem insane.

WHY ARE TRAVELLERS
TRYING THE TREND?

Not everyone enjoys killing
time at the airport. For some
travellers, this theory is all
about saving money, as
airports are designed to
tempt you into spending at
overpriced shops and
restaurants. For others, it's

about cutting down on the
hassle. Between check-in,
security, and long walks to
the gate, getting through an
airport can be exhausting.

This trend is not for those
who advocate for airport
lounges or the reassurance
of sitting at the departure
gate, but for those looking to
skip the waiting game.

CANIT BACKFIRE?
If everything goes smoothly,
you might just breeze

airport personnel. Also,
the overhead bins might
just fill up before you
board, in which case carry-
on luggage will have to be
checked in at the last
minute, costing extra
money and inconvenience.

The biggestrisk is
missing the flight.

HOW EARLY SHOULD
YOU REALLY ARRIVE?
The ideal time to arrive at
the airport depends on
airport size, airline
policies and security wait
times. Smaller airports
may allow for more
flexibility, while major
hubs require the standard
two-to-three-hour buffer.
Is this trend for you?
Play at your own risk!

PHOTOS: ADOBE STOCK
(FOR REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSE ONLY)
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Moving flights?
Terminal shift
worries airlines

BY DAANISH ANAND

In November, operstions of Mumbal sirpart’s T1 move (o T2 pnd the
rery Navd Mumbad International Arport (NMU, Global aicline body
TATA savs Adimi Airports should not use s position as opertorof the
“tworairport system” in Mumbai to move traffic. Mint explains

1 mg;“ operations

Adlani Adrport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL-managed Momluii
Airport's five-decade-old Tenminal
Fwill be demlished and
redeveloped, TL with o copaity of
15 million passengers per nminm
(g}, i wesetd for domestic (ights
b Inditin, Akosa Alr and Spicefet.
After the reconstriction that
Biessrines b Novermbeer, Upe capacity
will be enhanced by an additional 5

e By bnilclingg o new possenger

terminal enclosure, the capocity

will b enbunced frthier to 20

il passengers by 2008, This

roeddevelopment will be done ina

phiase-wise manner. Meanwhile, all

et ot i will bue shifted (o772

and NMI in November,

What is lata's chief
concem?

AAHL will b operating twn
airports in the Mumbai Metro-
proskitan Hisgion from the few fiscal.
The International Air Transport
Associntion (uta), which has
TonediCi, A Ionchizane Spice et s
miembers, expressed concerm that
AALTEL shoonaled not use s position
a4 the operator of the twin-alrport
systermn’ in Mumbai to forcibly
mie tralfic o NMLAAHL I the
conrairye o s will propose il
for NMI afterwhich it will become
iclemir whieh el b o st troetive
pirport in terms of mding, parking
wrid] oitlyer charpes for the airines,

Which airport will get
z how much of T1's ops?
Trs 15 mpygia capacity will be split
hetwren T2 and the upeoming
Mol Mummba Intermitional
Adrport (NN, While T2 will
hamtle nnly an extra 5 mppa
capacitvfrom TL NML which is
expcted lo starl opemations in
June, will hancle the remaining 10
mppa Currenthy, T2 with o
capacity ol 40 mpys, handles
internutional flights and Afr India's
operitions, With 5 mppa capacity
beingg added currently, T2
capacity will inerease 1o 445 mippa
b the el el ol 2026, With 8 mis
of Both domestic aned ltermutional
Mights andairdines, T2 and XM1
will hove acopacity of G5 myppa
from the new fiscal vear,

Is there a business
implication to the move?

Uil e mbrines shill termuinads
withvin the same airpaort, there ane fewer
chaners of busness being hil. However the
airdines will face infrismctune challenges,
inchsclimyg shifting offioes, In case of changn
ol airpaorys, airfines with sl Toeis
eonld lose out to big players that cm iy
Tircins S abrpuorts i e s clty, s o e
case of Lo,

Will it be a smooth

flight path?
Tha Nigghit path tor manages traffic o
both airports for AAHL could be
furbrlent in the bieginming as 172
will be handling addifional
passengers and airtroffic with
restrmcied capecity, Tha concerns
aromid the “twin-pirport system”
ratined Lov Lanta are Bedng adilnssed
I takls Between U dlrpaon
aperator and airfines. The fAight
path can only be free of b lence
I adrfimiss, perl slots as por
recuirement, aligning with the
atrpont operator’s view. T the long
iy, both these airports will add to
Tondlis's aviabion growth story,
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KIA road toll up, single journey
set to cost 35 more & return 10

COSTLY COMMUTE New Fee From April 1| STRR Travel Also Gets Expensive

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Motorists using Balla-
ri Road leading to Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA) will have
to pay more to use the tolled nation-
al highway With effect from April 1,
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) has increased the sin-
gle journey toll for cars from Rs 115
to Rs 120 and the return journey
ticket from Rs 170 to Rs 180,

Every day, 80,000 to 1 lakh vehi-
cles pass via Sadahalli toll plaza.
The hike in toll fee will impact pri-
vate car owners, air passengers us-
ing taxis to reach K1A, and commu-
ters relving on city buses and AC
ones operating to the airport.

For LCV/LGG/mini buses, the
toll has been increased from Rs175
to Rs 185 for a single journey and
from Rs 265 to Rs 275 for a return
journey. For trucks and buses,
the fee is up Rs 15 for a single jour-
ney (from Rs 355 to Rs 370) and Rs
15 for a return journey (from Rs
535 to Rs550), The fee foramonthly
pass (50 single journeys in a
month) for cars has been fixed at
Rs 3,970, The local monthly pass is
fixed at Rs 350,

The Satellite Toll Ring Road
(STRR) stretch, currently oper-

ational from Dabaspet till Hos-
kote, will also see a toll hike. At
both Nallur-Devanahalliand Huli-
kunte toll plazas of the 82-km
STRR stretch, toll fee will be in-
creased for cars and LCV/LGV by
Rs 5 for a single journey and Rs 10
for return journey.

For buses, a single-journey
ticket will get costlier by Rs 10 and
Rs 20 for return journey,

At Nalluru-Devanahalli toll
plaza, a fee of Rs 2,815 is fixed for
monthly passes for cars and Rs 350
for a local pass. At Hulikunte,
monthly pass is Rs 3,615 for cars
and Rs 350 for alocal monthly pass.
NHAT has built the four-lane road,
linking it with Bengaluru-Chen-
nai Express at Hoskote under Bha-
ratmala Pariyojana.

KB Jayakumar, project direc-
tor of NHALI told TOI the toll hike,
effective from April 1, is a routine
process. “Every year, across the
country, the toll gets revised for
majority of national highways,
Forusing toll roads linking Benga-
luru, the fee has been being in-
creased by 3-5%. NHAI approved
the revision for Ballari Road and
STRR. For other roads such as Tu-
makuru Road and Bengaluru-Ko-
lar highway; the revision will hap-
pen in Aug and Sept,”

| HIKE IN B'LURU-MYS
HIGHWAY TOLL TOO

oll fee for 119km Bengaluru -
Mysuru access-controlled
highway will also be revised from

April 1. A source in NHAI said
the fee will be hiked by ¥5 to 10
depending on the vehicle type.
“The notification for revising
toll fee for Bengaluru-Mysuru
highway will be issued shortly.
This is a routine process,” an
official said. At present, toll is
being collected at two toll plazas.
There is a proposal before NHAI
to open multiple toll gates at
M entry and exit gates which
would help motorists pay toll
g for the distance travel,
At present, 70,000 vehicles use
the main carriages of the
highway and pay toll at plazas.

Nofe: Existing rates are in brackets
STRR at Malluru -
Devanahalli toll plaza

2120 (115)
| TIB5 (175)

£110(105)
2175 (170)

7165 (155)
*265 (255)

85 (80)
7135 (130)

2125 (120)
205 (200)

Cars/jeep

2180 (170) |
1275 (265)

LCV/LGV/
mini bus
Truck/bus

550 (530) | ¥285 (275) | 2430 (410)

370 (355) | ¥550 (535) | 365 (355)
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Six detained
at RGIA with
fake passports

Hyderabad: Six persons, in-
cluding five women who we-
re attempting to flv to Mu-
seat from Hyderabad using
forged passports, weredeta-
ned at the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (RGIA)
at Shamshabad in the early
hours of Wednesday The
women — K Pallavi, 25, D
Mabhi, 34, Nasrin, 30, Easte-
ru Rani, 32, and Venkatam-
ma, 30 —were from neighbo-
uring Andhra Pradesh, whi-
le the male flier, Rakesh Pas-
wan, was from UF, police
said. They were detained by
immigration officials du-
ring immigration clearance.

Police said the women
were scheduled to fly to Mu-
scat, while Paswan was fly-
ingtoRas Al Khaimah, UAE,
and all of them had valid
fight tickets. Some pages of
their passports were mis-
sing, and dates of birth were
incorrect when compared to
original birth proofs.

Police suspect that they
were being trafficked to fore-
ign countries for doing odd
jobs at meagre pay. mw
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State govt offers TDR, other
sops to promote redevpt of
city airport ‘funnel’ bldgs

VijayV.Singh@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Deputy CM Ekna-
th Shinde on Wednesday an-
nounced a significant policy
change regarding buildings
within the airport’s funnel
zone that are under height
restrictions. Owners/build-
ers will receive equivalent
transfer of development rig-
hts (TDR) if they cannot ut-
ilise the basic Floor Space
Index (FSI) or the authoris-
ed building area due to he.
ight constraints. A funnel
zone is the airspace around
the airport’s runways and
approach paths, designed to
ensure safe aircraft take-off
and landing operations,
Shinde also announced
in the legislative council co-
neessions in premium cha-
rges for open space deficie.

Decide highrise plea
in 4 wks: HC to DGCA

{ bserving that it threate-

ns the safety of flvers,
Bombay HC asked DGCA to
take a call within 4 weeks on
anappeal against any kind of
demolition by a Santacruz hi-
ghrise, Dheeraj Heritage, th-
at is an obstruction to fdight
movement for the airport. P&

ncies and FSI exclusions for
staircases and lifts during
redevelopment of such buil-
dings. A builder who gets
TDR can use it on another
plotinthecity. Thedecisions
can boost redevelopment of
old buildings in Santacruz,
Vile Parle, and Kurla.

»Most 50-yr-old blgs, P&

‘Most buildings in airport
funnel zone 50-year-old’

File pic

FFromP1

has been approved in the Development

A Control and Promotion Regulations
(DCPR-2034) to enable the redevelopment of
old buildings within the airport’s funnel zone
with height restrictions. This would support
redevelopment not only in the funnel zone but
also in other affected areas within Mumbali.

Shinde said that height limitations in the
funnel zone restricted building construction
and redevelopment to permitted heights only,
This prevented full utilisation of permissible
area (Basic + Premium FSI + TDR) during re-
development, prompting consistent requests
from local residents and their representa-
tives.

Earlier, Vile Parle MLA Parag Alavani
wrote to the govt stating that many buildings
inhisagsembly constituency face restrictions
in availing height for construction, making
any redevelopment project financially non-
viable. Alavani had said that most of these
buildingsare 50 yearsold, and they are now be-
yond repair.

Heurged the govt to provide special relaxa-
tion to the buildings around theairport tohelp
their redevelopment.

Theelected representatives of people were
advocated foreasing restrictions, pointingout
that the extension of Mumbal Airport's run-
way. During his previous tenure as chief min-
ister, Devendra Fadnavis had promised to ad-
dre4s this concern following correspondence
from Alavani.

l eputy CM Shinde said a specific provision
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Denser network, larger
fleet for AIX in FY26

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Tata Group-promoted hy-
brid carrier Air India Express
(AIX) has plans to expand
with a larger fleet, more
routes and new destinations.

As part of the airline’s five-
year-long  transformation
programme, ‘V1Rise, “the
plan for FY26 is to scale our
domestic network, add more
aircraft, increase daily flight
frequencies, and provide
hassle-free and personalised
travel options,” airline
sources told businessline.

After completing its mer-
ger with AIX Connect
(formerly known as AirAsia
India), AIX is currently in the
second phase (named Scale)
of this transformation pro-
gramme.

When contacted, the air-
line did not reply.

EXPANSION PLANS
Industry insiders cited that
the airline’s expansion plans
are evident from its slot al-
locations in the ‘summer
schedule 2025’ (SS25), ef-
fective March 30 to October
2D,

As per ‘S825,” Air India Ex-
press will operate 3,375
flights per week, up 38.49 per
cent on a year-on-year basis.
The exponential rise in the
airline’s presence, sources
said, was achieved through
the high rate of aircraft in-

duction. The airline has be-
come the third-largest car-
rier in terms of fleet size with
over 100 aircraft, adding
more than 30 brand new air-
craft in the last 12 months.

According to sources, the
airline plans to add more air-
craft in FY26, eventually
reaching over 110 by the first
quarter of FY26. “Compared
to three years ago, the airline
is fast gaining fleet size, fuel-
ing the expansion drive.
Three years ago, it only had
26 aircraft during govern-
ment ownership, and now it
is over 100,” sources said.

Sources credited the fast-
paced aircraft induction to a
unique process followed by
the airline. “All the required
aircraft checks are conduc-
ted before bringing them to
India. They (aircraft) are
then painted in India.”

AIX also plans to expand
its daily flight frequencies to
over 500 per day from 480 in
the next few months. The in-
crease in flight frequencies,
sources said, will cater to the
demand from tier-1I and -III
cities, in the process, feeding
Air India’s long-haul flights.
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An upward trajectory
for India’s civil aviation

his year will be an exciting one for
Indian aviation. June will be a high-
light when Delhi will turn into the
global aviation capital as industry
leaders from around the world gather for the
8lst International Air Transport Association
(IATA) Annual General Meeting and World
Air Transport Summit, hosted by Indigo.

India’s place in global aviation has
changed dramatically over the last decade.
With record aircraft orders, impressive
growth, and world-class infrastructure
developments, India is firmly established as
the fourth-largest market (domestic and
international) for aviation in the world. And
within this decade, IATA's own projections
point to India rising to be the third largest.

The country's rapidly modernising and
expanding aviation sector employs 369,700
peopledirectly and generates $5.6 billion of
economic output. When you
include the additional benefits,
such as tourism, these numbers rise
to 7.7 million jobs in India and
$53.6 billion in economic contribu-
tion. That is 1.5% of India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).

The potential that everybody
could see for decades is linally
being realised. I have never been
more excited about India’s aviation
prospects.

Part of the excitement is due to the remake
of India’s airline sector. Air India’s rebirth
with new ownershipis placing renewed focus
on its service with exciting developments in its
fleet and product offering. And IndiGo has
built up a very impressive footprint across
India and regionally. With a world-leading
market capitalisation, there is enormous con-
lidence inits prospects.

India’s consumers have never been so
well-served by its domestic carriers — with a
rapidly expanding network, additional fre-
quencies and connections, and growing com-
petition. And with gateway airport capacity
expansions in Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore and
Hyderabad, along with the imminent com-
missioning of second airports in Delhi and
Mumbai —before IATA’s AGM in June —the
potential for further aviation development is
well-laid.

Critically, India has the talent needed to
achieve a growing future. With the highest
proportion of female commereial pilots in

The developmentsinIndia’s airport
infrastructure need tobe matched with

developments inIndia’s airspace. REUTERS

Willie
Walsh

service, India clearly demonstrates that avia-
tion is a solid career choice regardless of gen-
der. And more great jobs will be created as
India recognises the opportunity for greater
investment in maintenance, repair and over-
haul facilities.

Clarity was established about the rights of
aireraft lessors in the context of India’s bank-
ruptey laws —and an impending Bill ratify-
ing and aligning India’s stance with interna-
tional conventions will help with predictabil-
ity and consistency. This will make the
environment even more conducive to the
growth of the aviation sector.

Policy measures by the government sup-
port future success. There are several exam-
ples. Airline objections against overreach by
India’s Goods and Services Tax (GST) investi-
gation agencies were addressed. The govern-
ment exempted the import of services into
India between airline HQs and their
local branches, respecting interna-
tional conventions.

The Airports Economic Regula-
tory Authority of India (AERA) is
establishing a track record of coun-
tering the natural monopolistic
behaviour of airports and protecting
consumer interest. While we can
truly celebrate these achievements,
we must not take for granted the
continued success of India’s aviation future,
There is more work to be done. In particular,
I'would highlight three areas: Costs, airspace
and sustainability.

Costs: Aviation is not a high margin indus-
try. At the global level, the net profit margin is
just 3.6%. So, every cost, charge, and tax mat-
ters. India would do well to look at rationalis-
ing fuel (ATF) costs; easing out some of the
complex compliance and regulatory burdens
for the industry; and continued oversight on
airport user charges and their linkage to ser-
vice and performance standards.

Airspace: The amazing developments in
India’s airport infrastructure need to be
matched with developments in India’s air-
space. With thousands of aircraft due to join
India’s fleet in the coming years, investments
to further modernise airspace management
are critical — in particular for oceanic and
continental airspace. India must not follow
the underinvestment example ol Europe
which results in widespread inefficiency.

Sustainability: Airlines’ global commit-
ment to achieve net zero by 2050 is deter-
mined and firm. We expect the bulk of avia-
tion's decarbonisation to be achieved with
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), which is a
real opportunity for India. India is the third
largest ethanol producer and consumer in
the world. This is proof of the potential for it
to become a key SAF producer utilising the
Alcohol-to-Jet (AtJ) pathway. This would
contribute to India's energy security. propel
the aviation sector’s growth and enhance
India’s hub status in the region—delivering
enormous social and economic benefits for
India’s development.

Hosting the IATA AGM and World Air
Transport Summit is an opportunity for India
to cement its rise in global aviation by con-
tinuing to putin a policy and economic envi-
ronment that will realise, and most likely
exceed, the potential that weall see for avia-
tionin India.

Willie Walsh is the director general of IATA.
The views expressed are personal
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5% more flight ops likely this summer

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines are
set to operate more than five per-
cent additional departures this
summer compared to the previ-
ous year, according to data
shared by the civil aviation regu-
lator, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

The data pertains to the sum-
mer schedule, which outlines the
flying slots airlines will receive -
though some may choose not to
fly as many services.

“Summer Schedule 2025
(effective from 30th March 2025
till 25th October 2025) of the
scheduled domestic airlines has
been finalised... there are 25,610
departures per week which have

been finalised to/ffrom 129 air-
ports as per summer schedule
2025 compared to 25,007 depar-
tures per week from 124 airports
in winter schedule 2024,” the
DGCA stated.

According to the DGCA data,
Air India will operate 4.310
weekly departures in the sum-
mer schedule, compared to 2,278
in the same period last year,
showing an apparent 89.20%
increase. However, this signifi-
cant jump reflects the absorp-
tion of Vistara's operations fol-
lowing the merger of the two air-
lines completed in late 2024,
rather than organic growth.

Vistara, which operated 2324
weekly departures in the sum-
mer schedule 2024, no longer
appears in the 2025 schedule as

its operations have been fully
integrated into Air India. When
considering the combined oper-
ations of both airlines in 2024
(4,602 weekly departures), Air
India’s 2025 schedule actually
represents a 6.35% decrease in
total flights post-merger.

Air India Express, which will
operate under the same owner-
ship group as Air India, shows a
substantial increase of 38.49% in
weekly departures — rising to
3,375 from 2,437 last year.

IndiGo, India's largest carrier,
will operate 8.49% more weekly
departures this year, with 14,158
flights compared to 13,050 in
2024. This growth reinforces
IndiGo's dominant position in
the market, commanding over
55% of the domestic capacity.

Akasa Air, India's newest air-
line, will operate 1,089 weekly
departures this year, up from
903 last year, marking a 20.60%
increase as it continues to
expand its network across the
country. Among the smaller car-
riers, Star Air shows the strong-
est growth with a 58.31%
increase in weekly flights, rising
from 319 last year to 505 this
year. Regional carrier FlyS1 will
increase its operations from just
20 weekly departures last year to
123 this summer, a 515% jump.

However, not all airlines are
expanding. SpiceJet will reduce
its flights by 25.17%, operating
1,240 weekly departures com-
pared to 1,657 in 2024, as the air-
line continues to navigate finan-
cial challenges.



AIRPORIS AUT I-iC!RIT‘v OF INDLA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU CHENNAT 27 MARCH 2025

DGCA relents atter
airlines push back on

past airfare data

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Following a pushback from
airlines to the aviation reg-
ulator’s demand to submit
airfare data for every ticket
sold in the past two years,
the DGCA has backed
down and accepted aggre-
gated data instead.

“The DGCA has accept-
ed FIA's request that FIA
member airlines furnish
aggregated airfare data to
enable DGCA analyse air-

fare trends,” the Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines (FIA)
said. FIA represents Air In-
dia, SpiceJet and IndiGo.
“We will analyse the da-
ta to know what is the truth
(about claims and counter
claims on airfare spikes),” a
senior DGCA ofhcial said.
“The Centre’s airfare
scrutiny followed a com-
plaint in January by VHP
national spokesperson Vi-
nod Bansal on exorbitant
airfares to Prayagraj during
the Maha Kumbh festival.
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Nine daily flights to operate
on M'luru route this summer

‘he flight frequency be- Mangaluru to Bengaluru

tween Mangaluru and will initially increase to
Bengaluru is set to go up eightdaily flights(IndiGo-6,
starting March 30. Air India Express - 2) at the

Mangaluru  In- _ start of the summer
ternational Airport - | schedule, as against
(MIA) has an- = | the current seven dai-
nounced that the ly Nlights. This will be
summer schedule of further increased to
airlines will intro- | nine daily flights to
duce a total of nine [“ | Bengaluru from May
daily flights to Ben- 23, with IndiGo in-

galuru, operated by IndiGo creasing from six to seven
and Alr India Express. flights, stated a spokesper-

Flight freguency from sonfor MIA. mw
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