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‘Chennai airport will not be privatised’

ﬂur Bureau
Chennal

“Chennai is not there in the
privatisation list. Don’t
worry,” Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu
said on Thursday.

This was in response to
rumours that the airport
may be privatised once all
constructions are over.

“Before the general elec-
tions, a proposal on privat-
isation of 11 airports was
given, It is there with the
Cabinet, it is in that stage,”
he told newspersons at the
Chennai airport. He was
here to launch the Udan
Yatri Cafe at the Interna-
tional airport.

“When there is privatisa-
tion, there is some im-
provement in services also.
There is an inflow of invest-
ment also. Right now, we
are trying to build more air-
ports. Now for Airports Au-
thority of India (AAI), we
are building airports in loc-
ations where there is no vi-
ability. So, it is a lot of bur-
den for AAI also,” he said.

“But it is not exactly
privatisation. We are just
leasing the operations of
the airport. The land is still

Chennai is a very
important airport
for the AAI. So,
definitely, we
have to put a lot
of focus on more
development of this
airport,” said Civil
Aviation Minister

with the central govern-
ment. We are telling that
someone will come in and
do the operations there.
And in that if they can
bring in more money to
give better services, it ulti-
mately helps the passen-
ger,” he said.

CHENNAI AIRPORT
When asked if Chennai will
be considered for the new
model once all construc-
tion work is completed, the
Minister categorically said,
“No, no, see this one
(Chennai) we are keeping it
very close to our heart. We
want to better the services
here ourselves.

So, we are trying to do
our best in Chennai air-
port.

Chennai, which is the

fourth largest airport, is a
very important airport for
the AAIL So, definitely we
have to put a lot of focus on
more development of this
airport,” he said.

“We have T1 and T4,
which are also handling do-
mestic passengers. Right
now, we have around 22
million annual capacity, we
can take it up to 35 mil-
lion,” he said.

“We have to seamlessly
do efficient construction of
the other terminal build-
ings and operations,” he
added.

“So, we are going to keep
Chennai airport as a top
most priority from our side
and any issues that come

up here are going to be
tackled on a real time
basis,” he said.

The terminal 3 construc-
tion would be completed by
March 2026, he added.
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Metro 7A corridor

breaches flight path,
construction halted

Ateeq Shaikh
ateeqg.shaikh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The fate of Mumbai
Metro 7A or the Gundavali-
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport line is
hanging in the air. During the
construction of the line, the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) discovered that the
Airport Authority of India’s
(AAI) permission on the air fun-
nel zone had been breached by a
general consultant, and a revised
nod has now been sought.

An air funnel zone is a flight
path, similar to road lanes, in
which an aircraft is supposed to
be airborne.

A funnel zone is defined for
safety, hence any impediments
to it can potentially endanger
aviation safety.

The 3.42-km Metro 7A corri-
dor, partially elevated and par-
tially underground, is being con-
structed by J Kumar Infrapro-
jects Ltd. For the general
consultancy service, Systra India
and Consulting Engineers Group
Ltd have formed a consortium
called Systra MVA Consulting.

In November 2023, MMRDA
applied for AAI's clearance to
construct the Airport Colony sta-
tion and ramp area, which came
in on January 2, 2024. The clear-
ance received was 2.9 metres
lower than the project’s design
requirement.

“This restriction immediately
caused delays, as construction
could not proceed in this section
of the project without compli-

The project, initially set for
completion in 2021, has faced
repeated delays, with the
latest deadline now Dec 2026.

ance with the height limitation.
MMRDA was forced to haltwork
in the affected areas, which
began to disrupt the overall
project timeline,” states an inter-
nal document accessed by Hin-
dustan Times.

Subsequently, on January 31,
2024, another height clearance
was sought for the viaduct
between the Airport Colony sta-
tion and the ramp. However, the
situation deteriorated further on
March 18, 2024 when another No
Objection Certificate issued by
AAI had another set of height
restrictions.

This one limited the height of
the viaduct in the 0.53-metres-
to-2.75-metre range. This is
lower than the required height
for safe operation of the metro
system. Therefore, the work

once again came to a standstll.

Once again, MMRDA
requested AAl for a relaxation,
reasoning that altering the
meiro line's height was not pos-
sible due to the engineering chal-
lenges of maintaining a certain
gradient of the ramp. According
toa senior MMRDA ofticial, the
wait to secure a revised approval
continues,

“The station was designed
without referring to the contents
of the NOC, and the drawings
were also issued with higher
height...The initial failure was on
the General Consultant’s part, as
the permissible limits issued by
AAT were to be referred to by the
experts of the General Consult-
ant before finalising of the Air-
port Colony station architectural
design.” the internal note states.

This has led to a substantial
impact on the project’s timeline
and costs, apart from causing
inconvenience to airport-bound
PASSEngeTs.

Initially, the project was
scheduled to be ready by 2021,
but the deadline continues to be
regularly revised, the latest one
being December 2026 at an esti-
mated cost of ¥812 crore. While
Mumbai Metro 3 has reached
the airport, the last-mile connec-
tivity remains a sore point, with
passengers complaining about
the long detour to the terminal
and back. Metro 7A is being built
between the-Aqualine and Ter;
minal2.” =

A guestionnaire sent to Systra
India‘'s Managing Director Hari
Kumar Somalraju did not
receive a response.
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TN mahila court hears MoD grievance, slaps
451 penalty on AAI for damage to def cargo

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: A ‘domestic dispute’
of adifferent Kind played out in
aTamil Nadumabhila court this
week, involving two central
agencies holding each otherac-
countable for damage to unin-
sured defence cargo ferried by
aChinese airline.

Sparks flew inside the
time-worn courtroom in
Chengalpattu near Chennai
after Embarkation Headquar-
ters (EH), a military unit that
manages movement of troops
and equipment, accused Air-
ports Authorityof India(AAI)
of being responsible for dam-

age to imported consignment
while it was being unloaded
from an Air China flight.

AAI sought to distance it-
self fromthedispute, sayingit
was merely a cargo process-
ing centre and not liable for
anything that happens to a
shipment during the journey
or unloading. AAl's lawvyers
argued that the issue was
strictly between the defence
unit and the airline, and that
the consignor had failed to in-
sure the shipment, rendering
the claim for damages invalid.

EH countered that govt
policy permits insurance for
imported defence goods only
if their value exceeds Rs 2.5

crore. It said the damaged car-
gowas worth Rs45.8 lakh, fall-
ing below the insurance
threshold.

AAldismissedthisreason-
ing, terming it an attempt to
shift blame. It said thataclaim
had been forwarded to state-
owned New India Assurance,
the designated underwriter
for such disputes, but the
process had stalled without
any resolution.

During the hearing, AAI
pointed out that Bhadra Inter-
national India, the ground
handling agency responsible
forloading and unloading car-
go, hadn’t even been named in
thecase.talsoargued thatthe

liability of an airline ferrying
critical equipment extended
beyond landing and till the de-
livery of theshipment.

That argument fell apart
when the consignor produced
asegregationreport,acrucial
document detailing cargo
condition during handover.
Thereport confirmed that Air
China delivered the consign-
ment in sound condition, leav-
ing AAlsolely accountable for
the damage.

On Feb 6, sessions judge M
Ezhilarasiordered AAI to pay
EH Rs 45 lakh in compensa-
tion, which is equivalent to
the price of the damaged
military equipment.
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Daily capacity is 20 flights but Prayagraj
handled 748 in Maha Kumbh'’s last 3 days

Arvind.Chauhan
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: With over 75,500
passengers and 748 flights,
394 of them chartered, Praya-
graj airport created a new re-
cord in last three days of Ma-
ha Kumbh. It handled a re-
cord 282 flights on Monday
and a whopping 27,322 pas-
sengers Tuesday, both all-
time records and way above
what Lucknow international
airport handles. Average
handling capacity of Praya-
agraj airport is 300 passengers
during peak hour and only
3.500 passengers per day with
20 aircraft movements,
Airport Authority of In-
dia (AAI) data accessed by
TOI shows that flyers’ num-
bers soared significantly dur-
ing last 10 days of Maha
Kumbh ascompared tothe pe-
riod between Jan 11 to Feb 16.
Total passenger footfall be-
tween Feb 17 to 26 was 2.38 lakh
while the first 36 days saw
movement of 3.20 lakh passen-
gers. The total count during 46

The total count during 46 days of Maha Kumbh was 5,59,178 flyers

days of Maha Kumbh festivity
was 5,59,178 flyers.

Highest passenger footfall
during Kumbh of 27,673 was
recorded on Feb 25 when the
airport handled 262 flights.
On Feb 24, the airport handled
282 flights with a passenger
count of 26,182. Lucknow air-
port recorded its highest foot-
fall of 24,297 on Feb 8 this year
with 155 airceraft movements.

Pravagraj airport record-
ed 5,229 aircraft movements in
46 days, of which 2,319 move-
ments were recorded in last 10
days, while 2,910 aircraft move-
ments were recorded in the
initial 36 days. Total 15 bays
were activated, including eig-
ht, for chartered flights, and
seven for special scheduled
flights for Maha Kumbh. AAI
also used technical areas of

IAF airstrip to park aircraft
during Kumbh.

“*Since Feb 11, airlines have
increased flight movements by
multipletimesduetoheavy de-
mand. We operated the airport
round-the-clock in close-coor-
dination with IAF, who were
responsible for Air Traffic
Control,” Prayagraj airportdi-
rector Mukesh Chandra Upad-
hyay told TOI. “There were
times when we made an air-
craft land, deboard passen-
gers with their full luggage,
allow boarding of departing
passengers, and final take off
in 20-30 minutes,” he added.

To manage passenger
movement, on an average,
AAlhaddeployed ateamof 13
personnel for operation and
terminal duty. “Five groups
were formed with manpower
enlisted from Udaipur, Kolka-
ta, Chennai, Leh, Dehradun,
Delhi, Srinagar and Bhopal.
Each group was deployed for
10 days each. In total, over 60
personnel were assigned for
Maha Kumbh duty,” said a
source in AAL
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Kempegowda Airport to handle 10 It cargo by 2030

(—

Aishwarya Kumar

Bengaluru

Bengalurus  Kempegowda

International Airport  has
launched a domestic carge
facility with an initial capa-
city of 3.45 lakh tonnes, ex-
pandable to 4 lakh tonnes.
The facility is operated by
Bangalore International Air-
port Lrd (BIAL) in partner
shipwith Menzies Aviation,

INCREASE CAPACITY
Menzies Aviation has inves
ted over 120 crore in the
project.

With this expansion, the
airport aims to handle 1 mil-
liom tonnes of cargo by 2030,

“We have a total capacity
of 51 million paszengers and
7.15 lakh tommes of carge. In
C¥24, we handled approxim
ately 40.7 millinn passengers
and just under 5 lakh tonnes
of cargo, By the end of this

A BOON. The new farc |I|1_|f Feas an niltial capacily af 3.45 lakh

— -

tonnes, expandable to 4 lakh tonnes

year, we expect to reach 42
million passengers, with a
possible variation of 10 per
cent depending on the com
ing weeks. We are also on
track to surpass 5 lakh
tonnes of cargo handling,”
said  Satyaki Raghunath,
CO0, Bungalore Interni-
tonal Airport Lud.

The airport observed over
15 per cent growth in pas-
senger traffic, with cargo
volumes following a similar
trend.

FROJECTED GROWTH

By the end of this decade,
pussenger traffic is expected
to reach 80 to 90 million,

By the end of
this year, the
Arport expects to
handle 42 million
passengers and is
on track to
process 5 1t of
cargo

while cargo volumes are pro
jected to approach 10 lakh
tonnes, Raghunsth added,

With India’s air cargo sce-
tor expected to reach 59 lakh
tonnes by 2029, this facility
is designed not only to mect
current demand but also to
scale up for furure growth,
according to Charles Wyley,
EVF, Middle East, Africa &
Asia, Mengies Aviation.

Owver the past five years,
cargo volumes, domestic and
international, have grown ar
a 4 per cent vompound un-
nual growth rate.



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRF’DR I'SAUT HOP!TY OF iNUiA

BUSINESSE LINE

DELHI

28 FEERUARY 2025

Pocket-friendly caf¢ opened
at Chennai airport

Our Buresu
Channal

Passengers need no longer
shell out #100 for a cup of tea
arcoftes at the Chennai
airpart, Now, ac up ol vaa will
be available for #10 and
coffes at T20, thanks to the
UDAN Yatri Cafe launched on
Thurzdtay,

The cafe is incated in the
pre<checkareaof the T1
domestic terminal

The hegh cost of snacks ac
alrports is a common grouse
of travellers, However, at
LIBAN Yatri Cafe, a water
bottie will cost ¥10, and a
SAMOE ar 8 Ywee] 720

*We feel nobody should be
hiingry at the airpart just
because the prices are high,”
Civil Bviation Minister Ram
hohan Maidu told
newsporsons on Thursday at
e Clhemmal ot

The first UDAN Yatri cafe
was inaugurated on
Decamber 19, 2024, at the
MNetaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Inzernational Alrpost in
Ko'kara. The daily sales are
nearly T35,000, he said

There 1= a plan to launch
the cates at other airports.
Tarnil Madu Industries
Minister TRE ajaa artended
the event, accordingto a
H‘|r.1-\.r
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=i MOVES AND COUNTERMOVES IN RETAIL AS COMPETITION HOTS UP

Adani Plans to Take Over

Retail Biz at Its Airports

Co may also expand biz
to highways and malls,
competing with local
and global retailers

Sagar Malviya
& Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: As a part of a strate- I"" ]

gy to diversify and increase the 3
non-aeronautical revenue from
its airport business, the Adani
Group isentering more than two
dozen retailing categories on its
own hoping to cash in on a capti-
ve consumer base — over 300 mil-
lion people who travel through or
visit its airports annually;

It is also planning to extend the
retailing business beyond air-
ports to highways and malls in the
next phase, thereby competing
with global and local retailers in-
cluding Domino's, Yum Brands,
the Tata Group and Reliance.

The plan is to increase the contri-
bution of non-aero businesses to
about three-fourthsof the revenue
of Adani Airport Holdings from
less than half now, by practically
owning nearly every segment of
airport retailing and food servi-
ces. These segments include elec-
tronics, beauty, chocolates, alco-
bev, coffee, lifestyle products and
food and beverages.

*Our aim In the domestic side 1s
totakeovertheentireairport busi-
ness and run the entire retail ope-
rations ourselves over a period of
time as the concession gets over
for existing players,” Gaurav
Singh, the chief executive of Ada-
ni Airportand Ospree, thegroup's
airport retail venture. “We are ex-

Widening

Footprint

Planning to expand from
nearly 50 stores in FY25 to
around 310 next fiscal

panding from nearly 50 stores this
year to around 310 next year, inclu-
ding 270 retail stores and 40 F&B
outlets. Given the growth we have
seen, we are exploring expansion
beyond airports to highways and
malls in the near future,” he said.

Adani Airport, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Adani Enterprises,
has been acquiring, developing
and maintaining airport infrast-
ructure assets. It has eight air-
ports including seven operational
— Ahmedabad, Mangaluru, Luck-
now, Jaipur, Guwahati, Thiruva-
nanthapuram and Mumbai Inter-
national Airport.

The airport operator recorded
passenger movement of 69.7 mil-
lion in the 9 months through De-
cember; the visitors accompany-
ing the passengers are estimated
tobe more than doubleof that. Mo-
re than three-fourths of them do
not shop at the airport due to limi-
ted budget-friendly options.

Apart from the airport, the com-
pany will also use the land around
the airports for city-side develop-
ment which will house these
brands, said people privy with the

Passenger
movement of

69.7 million’

as of Dec

Over three-fourths of passen-
gers don't shcm at the alrp:}rt

Reason: lelted budget-
' friendly options
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Co will also use
land around
the airports

City-side devel-
opment plan:
for city-side 13

CIty-51
development WH

*for the nine months through Dec

development. The city-side deve-
lopment at airports includes ho-
spitality, retail, hospitals, office
and entertainment facilities, with
a development plan of around 19
million square feet as part of the
initial phase and ramp-up subse-
quently. Adani Airports recorded
non-aero income of 73,681 crore in
fiscal 2024. Duty-free sales accoun-
ted for 30%, followed by cargo and
ground handling at 10%. Car par-
king, advertising, and food & beve-
rage each contributed 7-8%.

“Next year (F'Y26) we're looking
at roughly around a full year. Gi-
ven that most of the shops are co-
ming in the second half of the ye-
ar, our revenue target is roughly
around about ¥600-odd crore (from
IPs and franchisees),” Singh said.

The move pits Adani against the
Tata Group and Reliance that run
brands such as Starbucks, Croma
and Marks & Spencers at airports.
Last year, it acquired brands such
as Le Marche and Cococart. It has
registered IPs of 15 brands rang-
ing from bookstore brand Toyshi-
re and Indian mithai Sweet Cart to
liquor store House of Elixir and
convenience store format On365
on lines of Dollar Store.
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Bengaluru airport, Menzies Aviation unveils
greenfield domestic cargo terminal

AMEES HUSSAIN
Bengalury, February 27

BAMGALORE INTERMATIONAL AlR-
PORT (BLAL) and Meanzes Aviation have
latinched the country'slargest greenfield
domestic cargo termimal (DCT) at Kem
pegowda International Airport Ben
gahunu (KIAB/BL RAirport).

Spanning 245,000 sq ft across seven
acres, the terminal has a peak handling
capacity of 360,000 metric tonnes,
mxpandable to 400,000 metric tonnes.
Equipped with 4.2 trock docks, over400
cargo hins, X-my-integmated conveyors,
and 30U Dstations, the faci ity alsofea-
tures real-thme data capture with 40
handheld terminab and seli-service
kaosksforagents

" Previously, our total cargo capadty
was 750000 metric tonnes, This termi-
nal adds another 360,000 to 400,000
metrict onnes, pushing ouroverall capac-

The terminal has a peak handling capacity of 340,000 metric tonne, Emundahia o

L,00,000 metric tonnes

ity beyand 1 millian mettic tonnes” sid
Satyak Raghunath, OO0, BIAL Heantc

ipates the airport will handle 1 milion
meiric tonne of cargo and serve 80-90
million passengers by 2030, ultimately
reaching a saturation capacity of over

100 million passengers and 1.5 million
mctnc tonnes of cargo.

Bengaluru Afrport now connpects
directly to over 100 destinations— 75
domestic and 51 international—via 38

passenger aldines and 12 dedicated

cargoairlines, It rrmains the country's
thimd busiest airportfor both passenger
and cargo traffic and the only alrport in
South Indiawithiwo independent paml-
lel nunways

"Daniestic rﬂrgllglrtwﬂ'\u 15 Fieled |.|-_|.I
oxpress shipmentsand perishable goods.
E-commerce giants like Amazon and
Hipkart depend on air cargo for rapid
deliveries, while fresh produce, seafood,
anl pharmaceuticals require efficent
logistica solutions,” Rag hunath added

Built to Indian Green Building
Council standards, the terminal inte
grates eco-friendly features such as
skylights, advanced ventilation, water
conservathon measures, and energy-
efficient nfrastructire

BIAL is a joint venture between Fair
fax India (64%), Airports Authority of
indiaf130%),and Karnataka State Indus-
trial and Infrastructume Development
t'L|r|J|.I|.'|lh:l'|“ Fis),



AIRPORTS AUT HUH‘! 1Y O

Corporate Comm lmic-ations Directorate

FINDIA

GREATER KASHMIR SRINAGAR 27 FEBRUARY 2025

Higher tariffs will increase

domestic airfares at Delhi
airport by 1.5-2%: DIAL

Press Trust of indla
Naw Delhi Feb 26

The proposed tarifThike ot the
Delhi airport will result ina
1.5 to 2 per cent increase in
domestic airfares for passen
etz accarding to a top official

The Delhi International Abe
port Lid { DIAL), which is apéer
ating the Inda Gandhi Inter
national Airport (IGIA) I the
national capital, has proposed
different wser fees for economy
and business class passengers
as well as for penk and off penk
howrs

The airport has an annual
passenger handling capacity
of around 108 million,

DIAL CEOQ Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar on Wednesday said
the Yield Per Passenger (YFP)
will rise to Rs 370 once the
higher tariffs are approved
{from the current level of Rs
15

YPP includes airline and

passenger charges. The pro
posed increase is around 140
per cent compared to the level
of 2006, when DIAL o consor
titum lod by the GMR Group,
had taken over the airport

“Ouat of Rs 370, as sug
Esied by AERA. about 30 per
cent should be towards alr
line charges and 70 per cont
towmnds passengor cha gl
now, it is 68 per cent airline
charges and 32 per cent passen
gercharpges,” Jaipuriar said at
a media briefing

With the higher tariffs, he
sid the maximuan increase on
average on domestic fares will
be 1.52 per cent and on inlema
tional fares, it will be less than
1 petr cemt

Consultations nre going on
with respect to the tariff pro
posal submitied to the Arports
Economic Regulatory Author
ity (AERA), The proposal is
for the period April 1, 2024, to
March 31, 2029,
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Delhi
airport T2
shutdown

N NEW DELHI: Deélhi airport
operator DIALon
Wednesday said Terminal
2(T2) isexpected o be
shut down for four to five
months from April One
of the runways will also
b closed for upgradse
during the period. The
Delhi airport has three
terminals — T, T2 and
T3. The work at Tl is
expected to be completed
by March 15 and it will
b opened for Mights afer
peiting requisite approv-
als. During the shuidown,
the capacity of around
15 million passengers at
T2 will be moved 1o Tl
A section of T3 will also
comverted lor internation-
al ighis.rm
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DRI seizes 3.5kg
gold at alrport

mlmesoﬂnd-a.cum

Chennai: Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI) bust-
ed a gang of three fram Mum-
bai carrying 3.5kg of gold in
their rectum.

Based on a tip-off, DRI
sleuths camped at the T1 do-
mestic terminal and inter-
cepted a group of passengers
arriving from Mumbai on an

THREE DETAINED

Indigoflight. Thev were taken
to the DRI office in T Nagar,
where 3.5kg of pold paste
worth ¥2.8 crore was re-
trieved.

The three men were iden-
tified as Varun, Hidhayathul-
lah, and Mohammed Igbal.

Customs  officials  said
tight vigil has made it diffi-
cult for smugglers to bring
gold directly to Chennai from
the Middle East and other
countries. “Smugglers have

opted for not-so-risky domes-
tic routes for the business.
Mumbai isalarger and busier
airport compared to Chennai.
It is easier to smuggle gold in-
to Mumbai airport. From
there, the gold is distributed
to other regions. This is one
such case,” saida DRI official.

All three detained men
were carriers and natives of
Chennai who flew to Mumbai
to bring this consignment. “1t
is safer to bring gold by air
since it is guick and the
chances of getting caught or
losing the precious metal are
minimal. Also, there must be
a specific demand and bigger
profit margin for them to
choose the air route,” the offi-
cial said,

All three will be produced
before the court for judicial
remand, said DRI. Though
smuggling gold from other do-
mestic destinations was com-
mon until a year ago, such an
attempt was reported after a
hiatus. Further investigation
is underway.
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Special meeting in Delhi for in-principle approval
for second airport in Chennai: Aviation Minister

—
Our Bureau
Chennal

A special meeting will be
held in Delhi within two
weeks for the in-principle
approval of the greenfield
airport planned near Chen-
nai, Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said on
Thursday.

The second airport at
Parandur has been under dis-
cussion for quite some time,
and the site clearance has
been given. The second stage
is giving in-principle ap-
proval, he told newspersons.

Naidu was here to launch
the Udan Yatri Cafe at the in-
ternational airport.

Tamil Nadu had sent a re-
quest for in-principle ap-
proval, on which the Centre
had done a thorough con-
sultation.

“We are following the due
process. In Delhi, we will
have a special meeting for
the in-principle approval,”
he added.

Ram Mohan Naidu,
Civil Aviation Minister

To a question on villagers
protesting against the pro-
ject in and around Parandur,
the Minister said, “While the
Centre wants more airports
in the country, the States are
the ones selecting the pro-
ject sites.”

“Any issues related to the
land lies with the State gov-
ernment. Wherever they
show us the land, we do the
feasibility study,” he said.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had said the Parandur
airport would serve as the
second airport near Chennai.

It envisaged an investment
of ¥20,000 crore to annually
handle 10 crore passengers.
It will have two runways, ter-
minal buildings, taxiways, an
apron, and a cargo terminal.

The Ministry of Defence
has granted a no objection
certificate for site clearance
at Parandur.

COIMBATORE AIRPORT
On other airports in Tamil
Nadu, the Minister said
Coimbatore is a high de-
mand airport with a lot of
activity.

The Centre wanted to im-
prove the operations and had
requested the State govern-
ment for some land, which
they agreed recently to
provide. “Once that is done
we will go for expansion,
then more aircraft and more
activity can happen from
there,” Naidu said.

Under the regional con-
nectivity scheme Udan
(RCS-Udan), three airports
— Neyveli, Salem and Vel-
lore — are being developed

in Tamil Nadu. One airline
plans to start operations
between Chennai and Vel-
lore.

“We are waiting for the
operational licence,” he said.

The RCS-Udan s designed
to start in airports with min-
imum or no activity by
providing viability gap fund-
ing for three years to help air-

lines kick-start operations,
he said.

HIGH AIR FARES

On the government’s inter-
vention to control the in-
crease in air fares, the Minis-
ter said that the ticket fare
system works according to
demand.

“We are trying to sensitise
the airlines and requesting
them to keep it reasonable.
Internationally, all countries
have kept it open. Thereis no
regulation of airfares any-
where because we want the
competition to play it. It ulti-
mately has to be an advant-
age for the passenger who is
travelling,” he said.
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Citing privacy laws, European airlines
refuse to share p‘aqsenger data with govt

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Felormitsa

Europesn girlines have in-
formed the Indian govern
ment about their inability to
share pussenger name record
(PME) dara citing their pri
vacy regulations and the ab-
sence of a bilateral agree-
ment between the European
Union and India for transfer
of information.

An airline PNR contains
details such &s passcnger
name, contact details, itiner-
ary and can include informa-
tion such as frequent fAyer
status, meal preference,
wheelchair request, ete.

Az per a CBIC commumic-
ation of last December, PNR-
GOV (PNR  Government)
system is to be rolled out
from April 1, and this re-
quires airlines o share pas
senger data with the povern-

All girlines have been told to
share passenger data for the
PMR-GOV rollaut fram april 1

ment. This 15 o allow the
Costoms Department to do
risk analysis of international
travellers and enhance its
anti-smugpling capabilities.

Twenty airlines are partl

cipatingin a Central Board of

Indirect Taxes and Customs-
led pilot programme for col-
lection of PNR data. While
Indian and Astan airlines
have come on board for the
trials that began on February
it European airlines have

given it a miss. “We are in

contact with the Indian au-
thortics, and they are aware
of our restrictions,” said a
senior afficial of a Furopean
airline. “No discussion has
taken place concerning the
implementation of the PNR-
GOV system between the In-
dian aurhorities and the EL.
At the moment, there is no
international agresment
berween India and EU con-
cerning  tramsfer of PNR
data,” an EU Commission
spokesperson said in an
emailed respanse,

COMPLIANCE BURDEN

At present, 70 countries have
programmes in place for col-
lection of PNE data. While
data protection laws in 15
countrics are deemed “ad-
equate” by the EU, it has
agreements with only three
countries {Australia, Canada
and the l.:::‘_: for sharing pas
senger data. This complexity

poses challenges for airlines
and increases the compli-
ance hurden.

“Indian authoritics have
been proactively engaging
the industry on the imple
mentation of the PMRGOV
system  since it was  un-
nounced in 2022, This is wel
comed by the indostry. Re-
gmarding PNE data, what the
industry needs is a zingle
window for transmission of
passenger data and must be
in accordance with Interna-
tional Civil aviation COrgan-
izaticn (TCACY) norms. Suffi-
cient lead tme should alsa
be provided before imple
mentation, This is indeed
what we are seeing in India,"
said Amitabh Khosla, IATA's
Country Director for India.

IATA has asked the 1CAD
o look inco these issues and
to explore potential solu-
tons, though this will take
time, hie added.
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SpiceJet sees net worth turns positive

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAL, FEB. 26

Spicedet Airdine reported
improved financial per-
formance during the third
quarter and said its net
worth turned positive for
the first time in a decade.
The airline reported
profit after tax of 26
crore and revenue of

21,651 crore driven by
strong passenger demand,
improved vields, and
enhanced operational effi-
ciency. Passenger load fac-
tor (PLF) stood at an
impressive 87 per cent.
“The airline’s successful
23,000 crore qualified
institutional placement
(QIP) has significantly
strengthened its financial

position. This has enabled
the resolution of major
legacy liabilities, fleet
expansion, and accelerat-
ed operational growth,”
SpiceJet said.

Company achieved a pos-
itive net worth of 270
crore. “We have signifi-
cantly strengthened our
balance sheet, resolved
kev disputes, and are con-

tinuously expanding our
fleet. We are in dfscus-
sions with original equip-
ment manufacturers for
advanced deliveries of air-
craft and are aciiwly
exploring both organic
and inorganic growth
opportunities,” said Ajay
Singh, chairman and
managing director,
SpiceJet.

The company has suc-
cessfully settled multiple
outstanding disputes with
aireraft and engine less-
ors, amounting to T1,700
crore at T1,233 crore,
resulting in a financial

benefit of 467 crore,
SpicelJet said.
During the quarter

Spicedet inducted 10 air-
crafts in its fleet.
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HOTEL ROOM RENTS,
FLIGHT FARES SOAR
ON KUMBH DEMAND

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, FEB. 26

Mahakumbh, which saw
crores of pilgrims throng-
ing in, witnessed air fares
and hotel tariffs shooting
up multifold. For the
upcoming summer, the
travel sector is seeing an
increase in enquiries, but
the geo-political tensions
and wuncertainties are
working against book-

ings.

Airfares from different
cities in the country to
Varanasi, Lucknow, Kan-
pur, Allahabad airports,
which are closer to Pray-
agraj were up more than
30 per cent during the
Mahakumbh days. The
hotel rates went up over
10-fold in many cases.

“All the flights were
operating in full occupan-
cies and the rates were at
least 30 per cent more. We
have seen 3-star hotels
charging upto 38.000 per
night against ¥3,000 to
4,000 charged in regular
times,” said Igbal Mulla,
president, Global
Tourism Council.

“Higher disposable
income due to higher rate
of tax exemptions is sup-
porting travel industry
Enquiries are higher for
international  destina-
tions,” said Mulla
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Flyers stranded for hours as flight

fails to take off to reach Prayagraj

M. SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 26

Irate passengers staged a
protest against the negli-

@ TROUBLE STARTED
when the airlines
announced last minute
flight delay to take off

who demanded to inform
them about the exact time
for the flight to take off
from RGIA.

The flight was supposed

‘Hara Hara Mahadev...’
slogans demanding that
the airlines ensure hassle-
free journey to reach
Pravagraj

gent attitude of the WNEN passengerswent g take off asperitssched-  As it was the last day for
SpiceJet airlines at Rajiv  Inside after obtaining their ule at 10 am. As it did not taking a holy dip at
Gandhi International boarding passes. happen, passengers Triveni Sangam during
Airport (RGIA) in became frustrated when Mahakumbh mela in
Shamshabad on minute flight delay to take the airlines announced the Prayagraj, several passen-
Wednesday for causing off when passengers went delay in flight service. gers booked flight tickets
inordinate delay to take off inside after obtaining Passengers criticized the but the delay left them
the flight to reach their boarding passes. airlines for causing prob- annoyed. They alleged that
Prayagra). This resulted in heated lems to them and leaving the airlines counld not

Trouble started when the arguments between the them stranded. reveal proper information

airlines announced last

staff and the passengers,

A few passengers raised

about the service,
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Domestic Air Trafficin
Jan Rises 11.3% On-year

rate Generalof Civil
Aviation (DGCA)

New Delhi: Domestic air traftic
grew 11.28% to 14.6 million in Janu-

ary compared to the year-ago pe-
riod, according to official data.
IndiGo saw its market share

-

showed that IndiGo
recorded the hig-
hest On Time Per-

climb to 65.2% while that of AirIn-
dia Group declined to 25.7% last
month. Akasa Air and Spiceldet
saw their respective market share
increase to4.7% and 3.2%.
“Passengers carried by domestic

formance (OTP) at
75.5% while that of
Akasa Air stood at
71.5% in January.
Air India Group's
OTP was at 69.8%,

Cancellations
impacted
41,119
passengers
and airlines
shelled out

airlines during January 2025 were z46.46lakh  Alliance Air at
14 6millionasagainst13.13million towards 57.6% and SpiceJet
during the corresponding period compensation at 54.8%. The OTP

of the previous year, thereby regis-
tering an annual growth of 11.28%
and monthly growth of 11.28%,”
DGCA said on Thursday:

Last month, the overall cancella-
tion rate of scheduled domestic
airlines stood at 1.62%, with the
highest cancellation rate for Fly
Big at 17.74% followed by Fly9l
(5.09% )and Alliance Air(4.35%).

The data released by the Directo-

is computed for six
metro airports—Bangalore, Del-
hi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata.

In January, flight cancellations
impacted 41,119 passengersandair-
lines shelled out ¥46.46 lakh to-
wards compensation and faciliti-
es. Flight delays affected 1,78,934
passengers and airlines paid 22.38
crore towards facilitation. —PTI
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Domestic
air traffic

rises 11%
inJanuary

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, February 27

DOMESTIC AIRTRAFFIC grew
11.28%to 14.6 million in Jan-
uary comparedtotheyear-ago
period, according to official
data.

IndiGosawits market share
climb to 65.2% while that of
Air India Group declined to
25.7%last month,

Akasa Air and Spicefet saw
their respective market share
increased to 4.7% and 3.2%,

“Passengers carried by
domesticairlines during Janu-
ary 2025 were 14.611 million
asagamnst 13.13 million during
the corresponding period of
the previous year thereby reg-
istering an annual growth of
11.28% and monthly growth
of 11.28%" DGCA said on
Thursday.

Lastmonth,the overall can-
cellation rate of scheduled
domestic airlines stood at
1.62%, with the highest can-
cellation rate for Fly Big at
17.74% followed by Fly91
(5.09%) and Alliance Air
(4.35%).

The data released by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) showed that
IndiGo recorded the highest
On Time Performance (OTP)at
75.5% while that of Akasa Air
stood at 71.5%in fanuary.

Air India Group's OTP was
at 69,80 AlllanceAirat 57.6%0
and Spicejet at 54.8%.

‘INANCIAL EXPRES

READTO LI
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IndiGo to damp
lease 3 more
Boeing 787-9

NEWDELHI
—_—

IndiGo on Wednesday said ft
will induet three more Boeing
7874 planes inits fleet under a
damp lease arrangement with
Norse Athinte Alrways, as it
prepares © launch flighs to
Europe from mid-summer
thisyear. Currently, the airline
operates two widebody
Boeing 777 planes, wet leased
from Turkish Airlines, to
Istanbul from Delhi and
Mumbai. Earlier this month,
IndiGo had announced sig-
ning a deal for one Boeing 787
with Norse Atdantic Alrways.
IndiGo on Wednesday said it
is facing a fine of nearly Rs 14
lakh in relaion to Input tax
credit and s evnluating
necessary legal recourse.
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Al flight connection
time from UK reduced

NEW DELHE Adr Indla on Thusday
sald connection time for
passengers taking flights from the
UK and the rest of Europe to
Australia and South East Asia via
india has reduced to two-and-a-
half hours. "The optimised flight
schedule makes Al flights among
fastest for travel between Eumpe
and Australla, South-East Asla,
with transit times at Alr india’s
hubs in Delhl 2nd Mumbal® the
airline said in a release, ENS

Domestic air traffic
rises 1% in Januvary

MEW DELHI: Domestic alr traffic
grew 11.28% to 146 crore in
January compared to the year-ago
period, acooeding to officlal data
IndiGo saw Its market share climb
to 55.2% while that of Airindia
Group dedined to 2579 last
manth. Akasa Alr and Spicelet
saw Lhedr respec tive market share
increased to 4.7% and 1.2%. Last
manth, the overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domestc
airlines stood at L.62%. ENS
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Spicelet back in black
with profit of T26c¢r

New Delhl: Budget airline
Spicedet on Wednesday re-
ported a profit afler tax of T26
crore for the three months
ended December 2024, helped
by an overall improved perfor-
mance,

The carrier had posted a
loss of T300 crore in the vear-
ago period.

*Total revenue surged by
35 per cent sequentially to
71,651 crore, driven by strong
passenger demand, improved
yields and enhanced opera-
tional eMiciency. Passenger
Load Factor (PLF) stood at an
Impressive 87 per cent,” the
alrline sakd In a release.

Total revenue stood at
71,077 erore in the 2024 Sep-
fember guarter.

However, compared with
72,149 erore reported in the
three months ended Decem-
ber 2023, the total revenue is
lower in the latest December
quarter.

The results for the third
quarter of the current finan-
cial year were scheduled to be
announced on Tuesday.

However, the meeting of
the company's board of di-
rectors, through video con-

REPORT CARD

Quarter ended December

CEC U 2025 | 2024 |
Revenue | 2148 [1551 |
Netproft | (300) % |

ferencing, started at 1.30 pm
and ended only at 11.50 pm on
Tuesday, according (o a filing
made to the BSE at 12,51 amon
Wednesday

In the 2024 Decem ber quar
ter, the airline, which had
been facing multiple head-
winds, ralsed 73,000 crore
from qualified institutional
investors,

“For the first dme In a dec-
ade, the company urned net
worth positive — animportant
milestone that underscores
the success of our turnaround
strategy. The past is behind us
and we are now firmly focused
on buillding a stronger, more
resilient future for SpiceJet.”
its chairman and managing
director Ajay Singh said in the
rueleass.

The net worth stood at ¥70

crore in the latest December
quarier.

SpiceJet also sald that 7170
crore was spent for unground-
ing of aircraft.

The revenue available per
seat kilometre (RASK) stood
at ¥4.57 in the third quarter of
this financial vear:

“Strong demand and effec-
tive network optimisation are
expected to drive a double-dig-
it growth in RASKs during the
fourth quarter of FY25 com
pared with the previous year,”
Spicedet chiel business officer
Debojo Maharshi said

According to a regulatory
filing, the aidines earned a net
profit (after comprehensive
income) of ¥26.26 crom and
incurred a net loss of 727083
crore during the gquarter
ended and nine months ended
December 31, 2024, respective
ly.

As ol December 31, 2024,
the airline had “negative re-
tained earnings of T80 834.09
million, positive net worth of
?697.32 milljon and the cur-
rent linbilities have exceeded
currenl assets by ¥38,180.56
million,” the filing said.

P
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4-hr flight

delay irks
Kumbh
pilgrims

Tiaes News NeTwork

Hyderabad: Several devo-
tees on Wednesday expres-
sed their frustration at the
RGI Airport over a private
airlines as the flight from
Hyderabad to Varanasi fa-
ced a delay of nearly four
hours. The delay affected
devotees who planned to ta-
ke a holy dip at Prayagraj,
as it was the final day of the
Miaha Kumbh Mela.

Devotess with confir-
med bookings on SpiceJet
reached the airport early
and completed their check-
in formalities, receiving
their boarding passes too,
Theflight wastodepartat 10
am with 191 passengers, Ho-
wevern airline staff madean
unexpected announcement
about the fight delay mo-
ments before the scheduled
departure time, which trig-
gered frustration among
the travellers.

The passengers claimed
that the staff were unre-
sponsive totheir queries, le-
aving them stranded for 3
hours and 43 minutes, Ma-
ny expressed their disappo-
intment, stating that they
had paid high fares only to
face such inconvenience.
Thesituationescalated into
heated werbal exchanges
between the disgruntled
passengers and airline per-
sonnel. Finally, their flight
took off at1.43 pm,
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