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SHOBHA JOHN

ne of the factors that will
spur the growth of India s
aviation sactor 15 arports
While earlier all airports in
India were under the con-
troi of the Airports Authaorty
of India (AAl), now we ses
thair incraasing privatisa-
tion. leading 10 congiomer-
ates such as GMR. Adani, etc, having
majority stake in them, The newest air-
ports are Navi Mumbai and Jewar in UP
According to the Directorate
Genaral of Civil Aviation. from 2023-
2024 departing domesiic passengers
were 153 7 million. while from 2024-
2025 it was 1655 million, a 7 7 per
cent rise By FY2026. airports are
axpected to have a handling capacity
of around 550 million passengers per
annum (mppa). which could grow to
about 850 mppa within five years
The govarnment has ambitious plans
of building 50 naw airports over the
naxt Tive years and expanding tha pre-
sent network of 163 airports.

CAPACITY SATURATED
And it 18 with the aim that tha aarier
rule of no greenfield airpoart within an
aenal distance of 150 km of an existing
chvil@an airport @ bamg done away with
Civil aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu reportedly said that once capaci-
ty is saturated. the clause no longer
apphas "Tha policy ansures the opera-
tional stabilty of the first airport but it
does not restnct the development of
another airport once capacty has been
galurated, he said

Naldu was alac quoted as saying “In
2025 Indian carriers inductad 80
planes This year, 106 more aircraft are
axpacied 10 ba inducted  For tha next
10-15 years, Indan carrers will induct
about 100 awrcraft annually ghven the
orders of airlines like Al Group, IndlGo
and Akasa * He added that due to new
age infrastructure being rapidly creatad
travelars from nearby countries can fiy
here and take connacting fights to
agther parts of the world. “India has the
airports raguired Tor the job and our air-
lines aré gatting thera with tha rnght pol
icies in place " he said

All these ambitions fructified with the
increaned privatisation of airportes which
began in 2003, Public-private partner-
ships (PPPs) for brownfiedd Delh and
Mumbai airports began through Didding
and went to the GMHA-lad and GVE-lad
consorta respectively, with AAl retaining a
26% amke Bengaluru and Hyderabad fol-
lowed; both were greenfield arports. In
2019 s arports — Ahmadabad
Lucknow Jaspur Mangalury, Guwahat;
and Thiruvananthapuram — were priva-
tisad and awarded to Adan|, The con-
glomearats now CoNTis &gt airparts in
Inda incduding Mumbail and Naw
Mumbal where t acquired GYK s stake

PUBLIC VS PRIVATE
P& Narr, former Boarnd Mambar of AAI
and subsequently, ex-ED and CED of
GMR Airports, has seen the workings of
both public and private airport entities
and said that ike othar PSUs, AAl was
mora procedure-onented. while GMR I8
overwne|mingly result-onented
Privatisation of AAl-oparated airports
he said. had |ed the ownarship 10 be
vastad in AAlL while the airport operator
who emergad as the winner in the
tranaparant competitive bid proceas
operates, manages, upgrades and
developa the airport to international
standards on a long-term basis with &
greal degres of freedom
Accomplishmants of the past 15 +
years at Bangalore Delh, Hyderabad
and Mumba: airports as also Inland air-
pofis are the bast testimonials for the
advantages of dvestment. Had there
been status quo anta, thare was no way
these arports would have seen such
incredibla transformation.” he added
Now there is a move by the govem-
meant to bundle airports togathers pair-
ing profitable or high-traffic airports
with amaller onas. Thia ia meant 1o
ansure mvestment into non-metro air-
ports that may not ba viabla on thair
own There will be five bundies of metro
and non-metro airports. Amrtsar and
Hangra Varanasi, Kushinagar and
Gaya; Bhubaneswar and Hubll, Raipur
and Aurangabad. Tirughi and Tirupati
The tender process s expected to be
launched by March 2026 The 11 ai-
ports were selected from among AAl
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Nawvi Mumbai Intemational Airport

commenced oparations on
December 25, 2025

AIRPORTS: SWANKY
GATEWAYS OF INDIA

As more and more airports get privatised, there are fears that a monopoly will emerge.

How true is this?

faciities handling 0. 1-1 milllgn passan
gers annually

Une of the arsas of concarn of
ncreasing airport privatisation s the
amearganca of a monopoly While the
swanky and spanking naw facilities
can ba eye-catching there are charg
ag pf axcessve Usar Devaloppment
Fees for passangers, increased ail-

“Accomplishments of the past 15+ years
at major airports as also inland airports
are the best testimonials for the
advantages of divestment. Had there been

status quo ante, they wouldn't have seen
such transformation.”

PS NAIR, former Board Member of AAl and subsequentty,
ex-ED and CED of GMR Airports

craft landing charges and tha intro-
duction of a disembarkation fee In
Mumbai airport. business |els were
asked w relocata to Navl Mumbai
However Nair refutes tha monopoly
theory saying that all the PPP arports
function as standalone alrport compa-
nies with government nominess repre-
ganting on the Boards. ‘Inherent

chacks and balanoas ara tha hallmark
oi @ach of these companes, As for the
Adani Group operating aight airports, in
the second wave of diveatment this
Group was the highest bidder for all the

s airports in the transparent opan ten-

der procesa,” he sald The Adani Group
plans to bid for nearly 8 dozen airports
siated for privatisation as part of its Rs

Moida International Airport,
Jewar

1-lakh-crore investmant plan in aviation
infrastructure over the nex five years.

Thara s the other side to ingreased
charges Nair said that the airport
chargas are subjacted to a laid down
rgorous. transparent consultative pro-
cess by an independent regulatory
body, | e, the Airport Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA) Tariff pro-
posals filed by airport operators are
examined by AERA in consultation with
nll stakeholdars Tanff increaass include
the genuine nead of caprtal investments
mada by the oparator, return on such
irvestmants and alignment with global
best practices. he stressad

The potential for air travel can be
gauged from the fact that only about 6%
of Indians travel by air. This s despite
India being touted as the world's third-
largest domeastic avation market With
Ereater connectiaty and good infrastruc-

ture, the sky is the imit for air travel

REAL ESTATE

With so many airports coming up. the
real estate surrounding them oo has
got a magor filbp It has fuelad the
damand for residential plots, apart-
ments and integrated townships and
S&m-fUral aress ara EApE-'L'!Ed 10 s=& A
major spurt in prices  For example
Jewar Intarnational Aifport has trans-
formed Noida Greater Nowda and the
Yamuna Expressway Apartmeant prices
along the Exprasaway have raportedly
chmbead to 158 per cent Similarly, Naw
Mumbal International Airpart has seen
properiy prices nearby increasing 43,20
par cant over two yaars. Manohar
International Airport has seen North Goa
becoming & major real estate cornao
with vanous infrastructure progects Over
the last two years North Goa's rasiden-
lial prices saw a 76 51 per cent growth

Interestingly. the growth of néw alr-
ports has also given a boost o Indian
art and culture wath the installation of
monumental sculptures, clay figures
and huge paintings, According to
Harper Bazaar India (HBi} this has
made arn acceasible beyond the tradi-
tronal confines of musaums and led to
2 captive audince for artista too. HB
says that Bengaluru s Kempegowda
International Airport hae collaborated
with the Museum of Art & Photography
to showcase extensive axhibtions of
luminaries such as Jamini Roy Jangarh
Singh Shyam, Jyoti Bhatt, Sureah
Pungabi and LN Tallur. "The galiery
thare also houses a remarkable film
ephemera collecthon, weaving narra-
tives through Bollywood posters, stills
and lobby cards that trace averything
from the evolution of the courtesan fig:
ure to fantastical journeys through
Arabian nights.” reveals HBI

Mumbai's Terminal 2 15 @ lving gal-
lary with four levels of thousands of
curated works, This includes the monu-
mental “Fortress of Clay”. paintings.
soulptures and traditional crafta
Meanwhie Rajiv Gandhi International
AIfport, Hyderabad, showcases regional
haritage through MeMeraki'a AIRAVAS
& contempaorary remterpretation of
Tholu Bommalata, Andhra Pradesh s
shadow puppetry tradition

Of course, Dealhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport wasa the firat pri-
vala airport to showcase art on a large
scale Terminal 3 5 Wall of Mudras, a
monumental installation by sculp-

tor Nikhil Bhandan in col- '

AIRPORTS ARE
EXPECTEDTO
HAVE A
HANDLING
CAPACITY OF
AROUND 550
MILLION
PASSENGERS
PER ANNUM
(MPPA).THIS IS
EXPECTED TO
GROW TO ABOUT
850 MPPA WITHIN
FIVE YEARS.

laboration with art collectve Ayush
Kashwal Design Studia, 1s at once strik-
ing and arresting HB! says that this
axpansive wall showcases hand
mudras—sacred gesturas that commu-
nicate Indm 8 spirtual and cultural
ethos without words. The Surys
Namaskara statue adds another layer
of contemplative beauty 1o the
Terminal 8 spaces

With the third and fourth waves of
divastmant of axisting AAlownad and
operated arports on the anvil. its role
18 bound to undergo structural change
Howsver, it will not render A&l redun-
danl After all, AAl renders the sover-
atgn Air Navigational Services (00

The transformation of airports in
India is tmely and welcome But let us
not forget that at the end of the day
the passanger (s the king and should
be traated ke that
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Trichy airport
plans longer
runway

Deepak.Karthik
@timesofindia.com

Trichy: Trichy international
airport has submitted a de-
talled project report (DPR) to
the airports authority of In-
dia (AAT), New Delhi, seeking
approval toextend its runway
from 8,136ft to 12,5001t at an es-
timated cost of ¥350crore.

Airport officials said the
proposal was backed by grow-
ing demand from rising pas-
senger traffic and [reight
movement. Once cleared by
AAl headquarters, tenders
will be floated, with expan-
sion work likelyv to begin be-
fore 2026.

Nearly 500acres of land,
including defence land, have
already been acquired by AAl
antd Tamil Nadu govt for the
project. At present, the air-
port handles only narrow-
body alrcraft. Airport direc-
tor S S Raju said about
2220crore would be spent on
extending the runway by
around 4,500ft and construct-
ing a parallel taxiway.

He said passenger traffic
at Trichy airport is expected
to cross two million for the
first time in the current fi
nancial year, having already
touched 1. 7million passen-
gers as of Dec 2025. Construc-
tion of compound walls
around the newlv acquired
land, atacostof 224 crore, will
begin soon.
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IT'S TIME

FOR TAKE-OFF

Airports in India play a vital role have
contributed for urban development in a big way
by connecting people and cities

ladav.Kakoti = rneschindia com

aishion sector plays a crucal

role in economic mtegrabon by

connecting peopie. They bridge
the gag between rogions by
strearmlineng global Bransportatson
sysiem. The aviation sector not ondy
connedts continents but i sssential
foe global business

At present Inda & the thed-

ket in the world Passerges
traffic {domestic and internabonal)
stood at 06 54 milhon duneg FY26
(Apeil-hady 2025), while Iresght traific
reached | .2 MMT in the same penod.
The secior & also bached by o mpidly
erpanding anport netaark, whech has
grosam from 74 airports in 2014 bo 162 as!
ol September 2075, Reding on a robust
growdh in the sedior, india = edy to
vetake (s and e
Uinited States 10 —
becorme the

larpest an peenger market by 2050,

A oading 1o the kvtemahong] Al
Frarspon Associabion (LATA). The nang
demand has also accelersting et
expansson, with the numbes of aaplanes
prosecied to evach 1, 100 by 2027,

The Indian aviaton market 4 on a
high trajeciorny of growth wath totad
passenger traffut to,_ froan and within

Iniha, growing significanty, Ths
giowth is bewng driven by &
BT ECONDHTY, MSINg |NCOames,

iMerse competition among airfines

and a suppostive palicy envimanment.
The Natsonal Cnaf Asiation Policy
(HCAP 2016) unweiled the
EOvernment’s sntent to alter the
aianon vectaor's growth path, NCAF 5
flagshep prograrmme — Regional
Connectmty Scheme (RCS or UDAN) =
connecng the dots in vanaws parts
mmasses by offenng subsidesed fares &

k3% USD 35 101 8 enva-honr Hight

. Though India kad been experiencing

sugnafstant growth in the aviation
secion, s Tiaffic was maostly
toncentiated amongst six metras
whereas many regions craved for aie
connectvity. This sknved
development of air connectrnty
weould create dispanty i grosthy, of
nod addressed appropriately

3 o
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FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Running India’s Airports at Scale
Becomes the Next Focus

India has added airport capacity at
a speed few large aviation markets
have managed. New terminals have
come up across metros and regional
centres, airport numbers have more
than doubled in a decade, and
passenger volumes continue to rise.
What is becoming clear, however, is that
building airports was the easier part.
At major hubs, congestion is now a
daily operational reality. Slot availability,
tumaround times and peak-hour
crowding remain pressure points, even
where physical capacity has increased.
Terminals can handle more passengers
on paper, but moving aircraft, baggage

BEAD TD LEAD

and people smoothly through the
system is proving more demanding.

Away from the metros, the challenge
looks different. Several regional
airports have the infrastructure in
place, yet utilisation remains uneven.
Matching airline schedules, ground
handling services, and airport charges
to lower traffic volumes has become as
important as runway length. Operating
smaller airports on metro-style cost
assumptions has often made routes
harder to sustain.

This is why the airport conversation is
changing. Airports are no longer seen
only as passenger terminals, but as

Wed, 28 January 2026
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79041078

operating platforms. Cargo handling,

non-aeronautical revenue, proximity
to maintenance facilities and the use
of digital tools now shape airport
economics. Technology can help reduce
friction, but it cannot substitute for
realistic capacity planning.

The emphasis now is less on
announcing new airports and more on
how existing ones are run, financed
and adapted as traffic grows. As India’s
aviation market continues to expand,
airports will decide whether growth
feels orderly or strained. Capacity has
been created. Execution will determine
its value,
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Black toy-like drone found
stuck in tree near Termmal 1

Megha Kuchik

MLIMEA|
A black, toy-like drone was
discovered stuck in a tree
near Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
naraj International Airport
on Saturday, triggering a se-
curity scare amid heightened
vigilance for Republic Day
and [requent VVIP move-
ments.

The device was found
when Vishal Raje, from the
electrical team, was trim-
ming a Ficus tree using o
boom lift at the airport’s auto-
rickshaw pickup point, Ter-
minal-1, Vile Parle East. The
drone {ell from the branches
during the work. Raje im-
mediately alerted the Land-
side Manager of Terminalk-I,

who instructed him w hand
aver the object to the police
A black, tov-like drone
was discovered stuck in a tree
near Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
hara) International Airport
on Saturday, triggering a se-
curity scare amid heightened

-
I Ba

vigilance for Republic Day
and frequent VVIF move-
ments,

The device was lound
when Vishal Raje, Irom the
electrical team. was (rim-
ming a Ficus lree using a
boom lift at the airport’s auto-

rickshaw pickup point, Ter-
minal-1, Vile Parle East. The
drone fell from the branches
during the work Raje im-
mediately alerted the Land-
side Manager of Terminal-L
who instructed him to hand
aver the object to the police
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TN. to send tender for

: From Page One
new airport to Centre .

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will send the tender
document for the con-
struction of the airport at
Parandur near Chennai to
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion (MoCA) by March and
call for bids after the As-
sembly election, according
to sources privy to the
development.

When the Union Minis-
try gave the in-principle
approval for the project in
April last year, it indicated
that the tender document
would have to be sent to it
before bids were called,
the sources said. “Conces-
sion agreement, RFP [Re-
quest for Proposal] and
other documents related to
PPP to be shared with the
MoCA for consideration

The State govt. will
call for bids after

the Assembly
election this vear

before issuing tender, whe-
rein concessions or clauses
pertaining to the Gol be
highlighted,” the Union go-
vernment’s high-level com-
mittee had said.

‘Work almost over’

The work on the tender
document is almost over;
only a few aspects have to
be worked out. This is like-
ly to be done in February.
By March, the State povern-
ment plans to send the
document to the MoCA,

another source said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 4

T.N. to send tender for
new airport to Centre

“The MoCA is likely to take two to three months to
vet the tender and other documents. By the time
it sends them back, the election process will be ov-
er. After the Model Code of Conduct is lifted, we
will issue the tender,” the source said.

Around that time, the State government also
plans to finish the social impact assessment, the
only pending exercise to be completed as part of
the process to get environmental clearance for the
project. The Expert Appraisal Committee of the
Union government directed the State to carry out
various surveys and studies, including a social im-
pact assessment. All the mandated surveys and
studies have been completed, but for the social
impact assessment.

Data have to be collected from Ekanapuram, an
exercise that cannot be done now. After the elec-
tion, the work on the social impact assessment
will be completed and submitted to the Union go-
vernment, the sources said.

For the ¥27,400-crore airport project, 1,650
acres of land has so far been acquired by the State.
The airport is coming up on a land area of 5,746.18

acres (3,774.01 acres of patta land and 1,972.17
acres of government land).
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Quarantine doctors check thermal scanning of travellers atthe
Suvarnabhumi International Airpert, Thailand. sis

ASIAN AIRPORTS RAMP UP SCREENINGS
Only 2 Nipah cases in
Bengal, 196 contacts
negative: Ministry

Anornna Dutt
New Delhil, January 27

ASAIRPORTS in Thailand, Tai-
wan and Nepal reintroduced
Covid-style health checks fol-
Iowing reportsof Nipah cases in
India, the Union Health Minis-
try on Tuesday clarified that
only two cases had been re-
ported in West Bengal since last
December. All the contacts
linked to them have tested
negarive.

“It has been observed that
speculative and incorrect fig-
ures regarding Nipah Vins Dis-
ease (NIVD) cases are being clr-
culated incertain sections of the
media Inthis context, it isclan-
fied thar, asperrepors received
from the National Centre for
Diseace Control (NCDC), only
two confirmed cases of Nipah
Virus Disease have been re-
ported from West Bengal from
December lastyveartdll date,” the
ministry note said. adding that
the Centre, in close coordina-
tion with the West Bengal gov-

ernment, has initdated promy
and comprehensive public
health measures in accordance
with established protocols.

The ministry said the public
and mediashould "rely only on

verified information released
by official sources and refrain
fromt spreading unverifisd or
speculative reporns”™.

It furtherclarified that a total
of 196 contactslinked tothe con-
firmedcaseshad beenidentified,
traced, monitored and tested.
"All traced contacts have been
found asymptomatic and have
tested negative for Nipah Virus
laboratory restng and field in-
vestigartions were underaken
through coordinated efforts of
Central and State healkth
agencies, which ensured timely
containment ofthe cases” it sald.

Nipah is a viral infection
that mainly affects animals
such as bars, pigs, dogs and
horses, bur can [nfect humans
who come In contact with the
infected animals. It can be
transmitted through food items
such as fruits or date palm sap
which havebeen contaminated
with bodihy finids ofan Infected

animal, usually bats. Nipah
usually presents as fever and

swelling of the brain and can
prove fatal. However, the dis-
ease Is not as transmissible as
Covid-15 orinfluenzaand isun-
likedy tocause a huge number of
infections in a short time.

28 JANUARY 2026
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Embraer, Adani to set up aircraft making unit

DEEPAK PATEL
Rl Dl L7 |reaaey

Beazilkan reglonal alroraft maker
Embracr and Adani Defence &
Aeraspace on Tuesday signed a
raee a0 rand um of understanding
(Moll} 1o establish an aincraft
manafaciuring Cacillry, This
would be the fst commer el pie
crall final assemidy fae (FAL) 1O
e sgabiished n Dndis,

"The companies, through this
Moli, slm o colleborate on
oppariuniies ln alrerall mano-
[acturing, supply chain, after-
market services, and pllot
training.” sald Jeer Adanl, direc-
tor, Adanl Delence & Aer0ospace,
after signing the pamnership
agreement with Aran Melier,
president and chied executive
oificer (CEO|, Embraer Comimer-
cial Aviationin DelliL

"W are looking ar a few places
for the locathon of the FAL We
expect everyrhing 1o be fnslised

(ecaton, whilkch Embrast models
1o mamsctune, enc) in the next
-..'Ji;‘l'i.lﬂt" of months. We will stan
cofstruction work on the site asg
soonas it ks finalisad. The supply
cladn s ready 1o work” Adand
meEntoned

Agof now, Embroes s FALS are
corCentried Ln twocountries In
Brazil, the company runs (1s pei-

Joining hands

® This would be the first commercia
aureraft final ascombly [ine ta be
establshedin India

® Adani Group and Embsaer ans also
hawving discussions with prospective
awkine customers in India for anordes

® Embraer s engageng with
Airindia on potential future salag or
Flest decisans

= Embraer will indtially be using s
ms ting supply chain to support the
Final assembly in inda

indilo and

mary FALsS a8 Sao Jose dos
Carnpos and Gaviao Peixoro.

In the United States, Embraer
pperates FALS n Madboume,
Florida, focused on business jots
inciudinge the Phenom and Prag-
tor families, and in Jacksonville,
Fasricla, where i1 has carrled o
assembly of defence alrcraft such
i the A-29 Supet Tucsno. Adand

sald that while the Adan] groap
andd Embraer are finndising the
location of the FAL In Indls, they
are aleo having dscussions with
prospective alrline customers in
Indsa foran onder

AL present, Star Alr is the oaly
airline in India regularly operat-
Ing Embrasr reglonal sincrafr
Even as Embraer enfages wirh

other carners such as [ndiCo and
AdrIndis on potent bl fususe ealas

or flewt decisions.

When Medjer was ssked I a
fresh supply chaln would be
estabdished in Indla to suppott the
upcoming FAL, he replied- “We
will inigially be nsing our eisting
arpply chain 1o support the final
assembly in India. We want 10
pmake the supply cliain ond jgen-
Cls 100, bt frwlll ke therse.™

Chell Avianon Ministes Ram
Mohan Maidusaid that these was
a sirong need for a reglonal adr-
craft maker In Indla that can
develop Bo-150 seater planes He
ea|d thar the planes develonad n
thelndan FALof Embraer would
e expored & well.

The minmisrey sald that the
Adanl group's scaleand capabilaty
[ execule Mg aviation poojacts
cach as constracrtion of Navi
Murthal sirporn was comamend-
able. Inddla'scivil aviation markes
lmis expanded rapldly, with

dome=tic adrfines operating a
comblsed Heatod around BoD adr-
craft and nearly 1,700 more on
ofder. However, the regional alr-
craft segment remains largely
untapped.

Inas ol presentation, e two
companies said reglonsl avistion
plays a catahytic mde in economlc
development rather than merely
responcing to i, acting as o igger
for growth In smaller cities and
undemerved reglans.

Regional aviation forms the
backbone of the UDAN schemse,
whens marmy routes have Low pas-
seneeg demand and are not &con-
aanically vishle for |lamge
nasrrow-body &ircraft such as the
Ao or Boeine 717, they sajd,
Regioaa| transpar alreeafl ars
berrer suited to these markets as
they can operate efficlently from
shoetes ramways and alrpoes with
limeitedd InfrasTrocture, enmanding
connectivity where & would
otherwise mor exist, ey added.
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indla, the world's third-larg est domestic aviation market, was hit by varous crises last year, showing PASSENGER TRAFFIC

tho wgont need (o put in systems that ensuro greater satety and compllance
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THE SIMULATOR MARKET SAW THE
ENTRY OF ESTABLISHED
COMGLOMERATES. THE ADAMI GROUP
ACQUIRED FSTC, INDIA'S LARGEST PILOT-
TRAINING COMPANY. FOR P220 CRORE.
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EVENAS —
INDIA IS POSSED
FOR A MAJOR
AVIATION GROWTH,
THIS HAS TO BE IN
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TURBOPROPS

ARET

HE FUTURE
OF REGIONAL

AVIATION: ATR

With the government
planning to create
hundreds of new
short routes, the
importance of ATRs
will grow. India has
around 70 ATR
aircraft in operation
and is the 2nd-largest
market for this
company, after
Indonesia. In the next
20 years, India will
require around 210
additional
turboprops. This
expansionis
expected to unlock
900 new city pairs,
62% of which will
involve Tier-1l and
Tier-lll cities, and
generate 90 million
additional
passengers annually,
says Jean-Pierre
Clercin, Head of
APAC Region, ATR

TH is the warld's Lop al-
craft mansfackturer In
raghonal sviation What
are pour expaiisksn plans
tor wmexplorad reglomT
Asip-Froific ram=rs a fast-
Ersang regionh, with India
and Scathasst Sl lnsdrg
the way. In india, through
tha L DAs Fegional Corroaisity
Solhiemes, The gowvesrnnes | plaes o
oo el FiL0e B o airporis 1o 230
iy O30 e oreples bandracds of row
short mulies, This b pieiaaly whee
ATH swecrnll cledboes [hes Dot fsof) oomilin
grd parformerce. In Southesst Asis,
Indoresio the Pl ppimes, Yietram
and "Welayma sre reesang heswaly i
rajonsl Bvietcn o sonract klarids
and unidlerserved communiues. Thes=e
mopaphles arn pariect for A7 fuibo:
props which can oporas on shorl un-
winys anel provido aflordshlo, selisbio
conmetivity, Theg kb ol strong oo
tial m Africe whess Eoermmarts g
Errtin gl i et el Lt Wi
gl maobility

JEAN-FIERRE CLERCIN
Hemmsll of APAL Mg, X110

O your three vaHars-ATH 42600,
ATR T24H00 amd ATH T2-800F
(Freighteri-which is the most popular?
Thie B0 2600 m our best-sells
todey, thenés o s sl ity o delner
the bownat sent-=iile ool (e the mgio
al marhet and ssrve shori-heul rmutes
afficnnty, Alrlires valun s oombing-
ticm of fusl officonoy passoNEDT com-
fort comparable 1O srgossie ots
! ety Tor regi il neilwon ki
Th ATR 42525 pemairs @ wlal iearl
of o por Falin s i el nthge
less iin St g wery Thin ol sl
al mrlnr:[ ril aliTeniche. Aol alroraft
shere Bo% Spare pErts oo TRTIOEE 1.'_1'.
Whch reduses COSTE "oF arines oppr
atirg botk typss. (S = 8 mejof 1ea
SO wivy 25% of opEnatone feve oo
jporates Rl b 1l el

Tha ATH 72600 addressas e
baoming ragaral cargn matlost, ool
ticularly for c-commerto and pharna
leggiatan. it oflods punpoms-built *raighl
ar cagabdltios, irclodng & orpe carge
clemat a bl cotmEitibilty wilh slarckard
LI, e gt i Kl el el o fow
shmrt-Baul g e,

Youn claim that your planes burm 45%
loss Mosl s emil A5 |eas 0O than
a simiariy slzed regional jet. Who are
yousr courget tern

b oo B iy Cusiperfoen jts on
trips under 3008m. Our fatest passns
tler P12 75T engnes calher sighits
cart bansfits, includirg 2000 owar

e anen oo, 400 autened 1me
o wengl and &t ks 3% inonolod ful
alficansy ooinoamd 0 phossous mod sl
Cuorsgeryuently, o ATH 72500
npegeil il See KT series erglie o
ek insri in feel Ao Bumeg
3 I Fum| than Asnllar sipe e,

Today, ATH = Te esing naruagium:
producng refions! urboprops o the
- B ] gl P L Wleln sovnml czam
ptitoors Burve mailied ) Tmraal ees =
e if it v irbogrops Sain ol
mied e enimanis, Terbopoopm ses e
T ATl T O

Ao, i iy fegaone, eghoral wr
Pzvel thoes {Eﬂ"'lmﬂ T CIRET
ol o Ireteenddt Such a8 [raete, oes
e busss, Conseguanly, oul sTalsEss
|I'ﬂ'ﬂ“ Fhe frnds we ormans |F. (& Bt
indusinas and the teve pathems of md-
liors, Fegional ayviston is thy tesmes]
nind el Donl ol eciv wary bo calnls ah
cor recimity bobaner cites vwith ow
ol g Tioe, PEsipatI g 'I-lH"!h‘.'pﬂl'Il
le=ees el el cxmmygmsreed oy el s
el (e mdlinipe. Eliisos §UE gy
A fted ik e, sbeere Dikding
fr neds o Feicigng waila Tes poesr b,
Fir pxampla, in [rafa, he oo o Righ
aoesa 1l intrestreciung S astimated o
b 2% Uniss highet than biioing tyvo
regiong sirports: in indoress, 15 250
tnms Paghat, mainly dus & i sahips

leghe: gecgranty.

in the age of jols. b o turboprog alr-
craft powersd by & propuision system
piecp il

Fotal domand for &R wrboprops 5
slwonip o st pl, Rescml (iriers (s
markts as cheroe as Teiwan ard
Agrika, sl sl b =il i
I Casnaada, The werkd' s besclin @ lurbes
ot b, PRGLR R Hle el
Betr (1 pegions dominalesd by s, sood)
&3 (il LS, mirliras s sinbisoing tuks
RO fOF pREnELT EnrvioE Thisss
devrlogrraries rellect a deer tend:

o mlors i prior s ng efficlenst, sus
Einabis connectivite. We've aleo g
Erang romar furm Som esso, with 13
percra s ordaed bn 2024 ard & ghly
=t seasndery Tkt ewidemosd by
U prersaciiors, ip 20024, 16 new oper
mery o] 15w STR oy,

AL Uiwe s Ui, micsn CEpTirs. jom
corsiclerirg AR = e liea] siutlon o
mwplans reglornl jes, (ariedady
Europe =ra lapar, Ik the LS, e
poin it 6 evmn Eeeher with oegorty
nities 1o replace sming 50 se jels
gl resore megionel copreaiivEy. In
Imailis, owsr S Of ral ofaal IHps dle
under 200 rautical miles whess turbo-
prpa delivee 1t et poonambiey and
et emissnrs, Bvary makor project
fo¥ FoalEonetrtion arore’t whathar
O T Concaps of WDan @i s
Ity Srchmlms gropmlar edmikyfy.
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TURM TO PAGE 4

INDIAIS A STRATEGIC MARKET mﬁf'ﬂ.
WITH AROUND 70 ATRS IN OPERATION. IN
THE NEXT 20 YEARS, ITWILL REQUIRE
AROUND 210 ADDITIONAL TURBOPROPS.

]

A COMMERCIAL FEATURE

RTXAND ITS ENDURING

TIES WITH INDIA

The parent company of Pratt & Whitney, RTX, sees India as a strong aerospace supply chain partner
and sources products and services worth over S500 million annually from it

rert w meislesl fleef al irdepen
thendis 10 (D8 SIRlUS B8 & gobs avi
amar amersolsE in 2026, he
astan; of (nskn's av aticn | ndustry
nas besn pxraoedizary. Today, B8
the ok n thirel dargnet domeatic
avstion merket stk ower BOD
cocrnecial #rosa't and @ rers
foarwmd Iilmn Alr Foros { 4F),

Inciis ssardds mr e “oewif o of gohal asrs-
spam, For dacazies, Prab & Whinay hes
pereseded] this joamnicy, Laping the fouridat Gr
few o beoeksr, nirobispe oomen et by ik
parEnl poenpary, BTG

A LEGACY OF PROPULSION

Fram & W‘IHHH:{"'\ gommi et 1o o s
sonrd [Fe entlme hisiory of 1he fatkan's al
avigton jmEnay. it began weih Wasp
Engines Pt ng thedt Cakota tarapors ol

1947 and evolved throcugh iha (ot 55 with
Al Indin's Doaing /O Waen India Inle
wari=d 1o sxpand its 3srsallanbe resch,
Froft & Whitnny's J TS0 mr@nen powenm]
the "Duwinn of e Slees” - tha Boalnd M7,

Ini the modern eafn, Fan & Whimay esia-
lyrea tho demacrilisetbon o plr inavel, Tho
V2S00 argires poversd the

sy kw coml ey iaom,
 —

P&W CATALYSED THE [IEHDCH.&TI‘SIﬁ'ﬂH
OF AIR TRAVEL. THE V2500 ENGINES
POWERED THE LCC BOOM, WHILE THE GTF
ENGINE REVOLUTIONISED EFFICIENCY.

welills e fpiradaston of 1he Geuansd
Turkotes (GTT] engins i 2018 rayaliton
izesd et ciancy. By dellverrg irdusirpleadeg
Ersitcrnmiibel Benelils, Praft & Whikney
GTF'™ angines feve halped Irdian camiers
s cvii . billliGn Were of Tue

Bulidirg or this suceess, Prail &
Whitney's G- Adveriage™ englir e wl| Tor
Theer elevebe indian Bvignen By noressing
thin &3 A0 family's capaibilines, Tha GTF
Sibvaniegn deivare beteear 47 15 B mom
Tl Throesl. #nabiing highest peoyosscds and
(mnigenf ot iine ey kool mew doatireliord “of
Ingian &elines The engire |5 cacoptionsdly
pumaitie: & Teatupse Doreseed 500 0w 0 e
e 10 e oparaling o et iutes ad o
aita-ot- e mit e saction [ ircresss tms
on wiing. Crucklly, osrialn Mo olisas]
rovances fourd in the GIF Advaniege can
b PO parEIRg | M0 aciEnng GTF aeglnes
R E MSnErErCE

BEYOND COMMERCIAL AVIATION

Preft & Whiteey sleg roma s 2 poler of
rtiona clefmmen and regioral conreantiv-
iy The eompany s fur oprops o e regicn
nl sannoellyEry. | Inking ovar 150 & 0 poris
Smulteneosy, e IAF relies an Pratt &
Whilney o aewe) s Criticel air assots,
inciuding the C 17 Ghibemadier L aith
I FLLT wigine, She PC-T reinas with
ime PTOA aigin e, aRol the [ noom i ng leet
of S8 CIE5 & roraft with PWLSYE turbo-
[t anglnes

SCALING TO

CHANNELISE POTENTIAL

winh appeaninalely A00 slrora® |0 ndia owr
reartly powered by et & Whitray, the foous

Taae shi il kovmsr] desp lolizasan, HTX
Wi hils a8 & S0TGRE o s iecs supgly
chain parte=r, Cuflenrtly sowoling producis
ane srvicas veolth over 2500 velion &rna
aliy from the country. Pratt & Whiiney con-
stitutod @ growing parfian o thin eqommsts m
wihile ite currerd annus] spend is appros
miately Fa0 million, thoe figum is axpecied
i grow o SLE0 milllon by 3030,

This arnhiticn salassly inlegratms with
s hrosdar srwingy. &8 one o 1o largne
mulfiratiosal asoGpnne Gompanes i the
aalndry, ATY |n leversgng Il nosrly
7, OO0 sirmng worki 10rce [0 forge & desper
Fadtr orshsp wiky Indin

RTX: ENGINEERING

THE FUTURE OF AEROSPACE
fTRs commitnert exiands besord engiies
& sdvanced irfrantrusture and hagh-eod
angimgarirg The pross's prasance = uhiqul
B, oM @irpoet apluticns 0o of UGal uw
= o (e Tejes LCA M1 C-1300 Saupwr
Haroulms, and AH-64 &poche,

Thes e piosca of thas fowith @ the AT
Ghokal Frginestrg nnd Technnlegy Cendpe
(EETC) mrad the Indiy Sparsbans Cenier
(3] in Bengalwd. Tne GETE empliys
4,000 o i s focused 04 Gofe angindar
g aned AL epplications. Mesawhile, the
2hmryn |GG w8 hub ¢ adsanoed) e olec
turing. By 2026, this facility will hoat 1,700
ampioyees and prodece ariteR| componarts
Alsh 6% FAGNEE A NG SAMECTS,

Harsi rig investes owar $220 milfcn =
meraciuring aed BAL capability, HIX 8
amposeri=g the wlent and iechnoiogy that
will define Decl o s oo oo ulee foe
drcades o come.

FROW FALL 1

How many ATH: Ay |n bodiaT

lecti = abeady & streegc marked S AR, wilh around 70
ATR cugri ily Ir opemiion, This ppreses i apeoalnaiely
5% of the plohs! ATH feet, sdueh ot alsout 1300 &ir-
arg’t. indie i thee Iro lages marst for 47 Rs Elter

e cicanmEia |, r tha nent (0 yoam, |ndia will rodua sround
2141 addficral turboprops. The (nfrestrusting sspsreion is
axpacind I urlsd B raw oty i, P of wiich wlll
irvode Ties 2 g lher 3 cities: and gerenste 90 millios
ackdrorial paysorpory arnusiy Moty 35 mikon o tham
wlll tragied v reppoiual moagties e cher S000 raativel e

Are ATH uming biolusls and synihetic ovistion luskT
TR diecra ™ are oorl ifsd bo opsne will up o500 SAF
Blw e Roading, il vem (s oor vl 15 wiard m TsD CoifeTmi-
clal fight powered by 100%. S4F |r both 2nglnes in 2022,
Teday, o production st fights Lss SAF Blende shd wa
Alrr e hull 1005 SAF capakiey by the seccnn nalf of this
dncude Toscoseraie eoogtion, ATR & portnenng with
AJOEA Epargy, an S0 sppresnbor, o mprovs poosastiily
for regionsl airlires.

AN sty hpfigt o e RAD) propoess aider (e

Europman Lrinr: Chean Sviation progsanmes: '

ATR HIGHLINE IS OURPRE-
MIUM CABIN CONCEPT AND
OFFERS CONFIGURATIONS
FROM PREMIUM SEATING T0
FULL ALL-BUSINESS CLASS
LAYOUTS, WIDER SEATS,
BUSINESS-CLASS LEGROOM,
SPACIOUS INTERIORS, HIGH-
SPEED INTERNET AND COM-
FORT LEVELS EQUIVALENT
TO LARGE BUSINESS JETS.

HER&CLES smd DEMETHA aim to insgrsts bndslecsic
fienc: ety TR PRI A BFCTE, i hioigh thesn propocts
we will iy 2 Pybridhelecine ATR 724600 &= bed betore
208, | Hm will el Ir808 71 Eh OF gicen g Soaei baisy iudy for
Ul resk pEsaratn girssit (AT B0 ks arter the mased in
i o 20, Thia corwogll sl combinn sfireaTicles
arpires, aoo-deagrad seElams arad K0 SAF compeitiiny

What ia the ATR Highling collsctisn?

ATR Highllire s o presiurm cabin cobeest ard e oo
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“In our simulator, the trainees can fly to
any airport, do day and night flying or fly
in low visibility. These are all fixed-based
flight training devices and are unlike the
big simulators used for training pilots
which move and rotate.”

CAPT LAKSH KLIMAR, sn inatructor af Taks QN Academy
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A COMMERCIAL FEATURE

Simulators: Workhorses

of the Aviation Sector

India’s expanding
aviation scene will see
the need for more flight
sims and even small
companies are seeing
an opportunity here

©* SHOBHA JOHN

The galloping Indian aviation market
has seen a growing demand for simu-
lators. With airlines expanding and
needing more pilots, their training on
simulators, or sims, will also burgeon.

Simulators are completely identical
to the cockpit of an actual plane,
including flight management systems,
displays and avionics. They are used
for initial, refresher, recurrent, transi-
tion. up-grade of pilot training,

SIM MARKET

Simulator technology advances, par-
ticularly in computer technology, dur-
ing the last two decades have had a
major impact on pilot training.
According to Fortune Business
Insights, known for its comprehen-
sive market studies. the global flight
simulator market in 2024 was $5.90
billien, in 2025, it was $6.21 billion
and in 2032, the forecast is for
$8.59 billion. That is a compound
annual growth rate of 4 7% from
2025-2032.

North America dominates this mar-
ket with a 35.76% share in 2024, with
Full Flight Simulators (FFS) leading
the pack. Simulators are of different
sizes and ranges depending on their
use. China, France and Spain too are
good markets for flight sims.

However, the Asia Pacific region is
projected to be the fastest-growing
market in the coming years. A high
demand for skilled pilots in India.
China, Vietham and Indonesia, rapid
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expansion of low-cost carriers and
expanding fleet will fuel the demand
for more simulators.

REALISTIC SCENARIO

Flight simulators too are varied, In
some, there is integration of Mixed
Reality (MR), Virtual Reality (VR) and
Augmented Reality (AR). These pro-
vide enhanced immersion and real-
ism, which allows pilots to experience
a simulated environment and various
flight scenarios, leading to better pilot
skills and decision-making. In the
defence sector too. flight simulators
play a vital role as they provide realis-
tic combat training replicating aircraft
operations, weapon systems and tac-
tical scenarios. They help to sharpen
combat skills and precision targeting,
In India, the two major companies
dealing with commercial flight simula-
tor training and which have FFSs are

"g l
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Flight Simulation Technique Centre
(FSTC) and CAE. FFSs too have differ-
ent |evels depending on their pitch,
roll, heave and vibrations.

FSTC was founded in 2012 and is
the |largest Approved Training
Organisation in India certified by both
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and European Union
Aviation Safety (EASA). As It also has
a flight school, students can do their
entire training there, from a single-

engine Cessna to an Airbus or Boeing,

Last year, Adani Defence Systems &
Technologies Ltd. in partnership with
Prime Aero Services LLP acquired a
majority stake in FSTC for Rs 820
crore. This move integrates FSTC's
flight training capabilities with Adani s
existing MRO services to cater to both
civil and defence sectors.

TURN TO PAGE 4

TAKE OFF ACADEMY IN DELHI HAS"E/
SIMULATOR FOR THREE TYPES OF AIRCRAFT
AND WITH COMMITTED INSTRUCTORS,
TRAINS CLOSE TO 150 STUDENTS ANNUALLY.
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This business plane is the
best-handling Falcon and
has the same engineering
organisation and design
philosophy as the Rafale,
giving it more agility

alcon business jets ae designed and
produced in France side by side with
Dassault’s Ratale fighter jets, now a
naimstay of the Indian Alr Foree, The
latest Falcon, the BX, is now entering
its second year of sarwos with mone
than 30 units deliversd. It features
the larpest cabin cross-section in
bimnass aviation with alreacly &
strong reputation Tor comfort. The first G6X was
dedivenad 1o an lndién customar this fall, And
Desssult expecis more o follow,

“It's important to understand the elationship
betweasn the Rafale and the 6X," said Dassault's
Incian reprasantative Aadil Goulamaky. “They
come from the same enginesnng organization
and undar the skin, share the same design ph
lcsophy, Thelr systems are guite similar,”

Nowhere 8 this truer than in tha y-bywire
fight controls which give fighters agile han-
diing and convey many banafils i'or business
et owners as well.

SMOOTH AS SILK

Chiaf Test Pilot Bruno Ferry attests thal the 63X
I8 “simply the best handling Falcon yet; and
Falcons have alweys bean known Tor exeep-
tional handling.” The company’s tesl plots say
it's hard not to make a “kiss landing™, mean-
iRE 1L won T eviEn clink the pagsengsrs oo
cubes whan the wheels touch the runway

But this is tha least of the fly-by-wire Sys-
tem's banefits. Dassaull was one of the first
gircraft companies to introduoce Tiy-ty-wira (Tha
company prefers the term “digital flight control
@ysiam |, Lasdinf aarospaos publication
FlightGlobal has noted that Dassault’s fighter
controls influenced the first airling fhy-by-wire
system, which was on the Airbus A320.

For passengers, there are a few things worth
krowing aboul Dassaull’'s Thy-by-wire lechnolo
gy¥. It makes handling precisa and easy, It's the
same philosophy 83 (n the Rafale, The basics
of putting the airplana on the irajectony you
wan! shoukl be aasy, 50 piols keep the g e
fure In mind, whether in combat of on 8 murky
pdght approach (o Mumbsal,

NO STALLING
Fhy-by-wire offers full envelope protection,
meaning pllots can't stall the alrplane by fy-

Taking a LEAP of Faith

CFM'’s LEAP engines
have powered the
A320neos and the
B737 MAXs and its
technical innovations
have improved fuel
efficiency and lowered
CO, emissions

What is the best-selling enging ir
commercial aviation? Some would
gay il i= the LEAP engines usad in
single-aske arcra™ | s usad on both
the Airbus AZ20neo (CFM LEAP-1B
angines) and Boaing 73T MAX (CFM
LEAP-1B) planes, The company pro
ducing these ergines is CFM
Inlrnational, a HS0S50 ot company
batween GE Aerospace and Salfran
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DASSAULT’S 6X:

Business Shmhni

THE BEST JET FOR
AKISS LANDING

Ing oo slowly or oversgpead, and they can't
excaad Might limits that woukd lead 1o Stractue
al damaga. All vary reassuring

Al=o, because of the wing psomelry with Maps
and slats, Falocons, including tha 6X, have low
approach spaeds. This meéans they can access
shorter runways, Lastly, the wing is fMexdble,
which naturally damps turbulence, but the g
controls also react 1o updralts and downdreis
o help provide what Dassaull says s the
smoothest ride in business aviation.

The company's best seller In India is the

10-seat 2000-series jet, the |etest version of
which has 4,000 nautical miles range. Bul it's
8 big workd out there and Dassault expects
seversl customers to rade up to the 5500
nm GX. For context, that will take anyone from
any palnt in India to London, where one can
even land downtown at London City Alrport
with its short runway and steep approach,

SPACIOUS CABIN

As much as Dassault wanis one 1o know about
[t milltary-Inspired technology, the company

Arrcraft Engines

For over 40 yaars, CFM
Inwarnational has imested in technol
oges that improved fusl efficency,
howesrad OO and NOx eamissions and
reduced nolse. For LEAP-1A engines,
CFM has produced over 1,200 high
préssure turbine durability kits since
pertification In Docember 2024,

EUROPE MARKET
i fact, 10 2025, It was rapor lod
that CFM engines had powered a
ma|ority of Europesn commsnosl
flights. Till the end of July 2025,
thers were almost 5.5 million flights
by commercial operaltors I Europe.
The top five engine types weara CFM
international CFM56 and Leap,
IAE's V2500 the Pratt & Whitnay
PWIOO0G (TF) and GE's CF34.
The CFMSE engine had powered
more than 40% of Europe’s fleel.

Gadl Méheusl, president and CED
of CFM Internabional, reportedly said:
*Tha LEAP engina family i maturing
much fasier than 5 predecessor, We
gre now refining the harthvare 1o
deliver more dura ity while reducing
the maintenance burden for
AZ20ne0 oparabors. As & resull, thay
benefit not only from the exceptonal
e'ficiency, reliability, and utililzation
LEAP engines deliver, but also from
more predictable oparations and lon
ger ime on Wing.™

CHM also designed the RES
Reverse Blead Systeam—an automated
system that blows cooling air into the
engine cofe &fter shutdown W0 pre-

viint carton bulldup. This rmducas
maintenance, exlends time on wing
and improves operational afficsency
for airlines. Other technical innova
thons Include composie fan bladas
and ceramic matrix composites which
halp delver an enging that's 156%

more fuel afficent, with 15% lower
l!ZiI”ZlJ-I'I amissons tharn lI-H.'n.-'ilZ:IIJ‘é
CFMSE engines.

CFM LEAP engires have already
baan deliverad to more than 4,000
girlines, in addition, 480 namow-body
freighters are also poweraed by CFMSS
engines. Also, over 60% of A321
frelghters use CFMSG engings. With
more than 40 licensed CPMSE6 MROD
shops @obally, relkabiliy s a factor,

CFM AND INDIA

Meanwhie, in India, a state-of-the-art
tralning Tacility, CFMAESSA {n
Hyderabad, provides quality engine
maintenanos ralning serices and
faciibes for CFNI customers.

CFMAESSA is sof up in an anea of
3,000 sgm with three classrooms
and a workshop with dedicated
engines for maintenance raining

In Turkey, Pegasus Alrfines and
CFM International signed an agres-
ment for upto 300 LEAP-1B engines

for its Boelng 737-10 fleet. The pact
also covers spare angines and main
lEnance safvices, In fact, In July
2016, Pegasus was the first LEAP
Snginie opusrator @ the Hirst oom
mercial operation of these engines
tock place on & Mght between
Istanbul and Antalys

Alsn st vear, Avolon, & esding air
oratl leasng company, ordered 100
CFM LEAP-1LA angins to equlp S50 raw
Alrbus A320neo family aircoraft. Avolon
haas o st of D83 A3 20000 fimely ol
crafl powered by LEAP- 1A engines, with
flrm onders for an addiional 163 LEAP
14 powerad aircraft.

That is more power to CFM

CFM HAS ALSO DESIGNED THE HEVEE:SE
BLEED SYSTEM, AN AUTOMATED SYSTEM
THAT BLOWS COOLING AIR INTO THE
ENGINE CORE AFTER SHUTDOWN TO
PREVENT CARBON BUILDUP.THIS REDUCES
MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVES
OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY FOR AIRLINES.

Iniernational '
| ———

|s relentless in singing the praises of it8
16-passenger cabin. "Because it 1S tellar (gix
feat, s inches) and wider than any other pur
pose-buill businress j&l (o go larger you would
nead a convarted airfiner), you can make a big
crowd really comfortable on this plare. You lit-
erally have albow room; and two passangsrs
can pass each other (n the aksle without rub
hing betlies,” noted Goulamely. “They can also
bé productive throughout the flight, which is
very important to the modem corporate user.
Everyone can be on highspeed Internet, even

DUE TO THEWING

GEOMETRY WITH
FLAPS AND SLATS,
FALCONS,
INCLUDING THE 6X,
HAVE LOW
APPROACH
SPEEDS.THIS
MEANS THEY CAN
ACCESS SHORTER
RUNWAYS AND THE
RIDE IS SMOOTH.

video-conferencicg with the home office.”

Hi furthar noled thal passan@eis &mar e
rested even after long flights. This is partly
bacause of a low cabin altitude, abaut hall
whal you would expenence on an alfliner, anc
because of the silence and lack of vibration in
the-calin which s often & sourcs of laligue.
Dassault has one of the most sophsticated
“sound labs” in the industry W0 avaluste sound
reducing matorials,

"Hera's 8 note | received from o nNew cus
tomer,” Goulamaly said with pride, “This busi-
hess ool allows me 1o rapidly reach my desting
tion end srrive rested and sble 10 make imipor-
tanl decsons, even alter o 10-hour fliEht,” h
read. “That's exactly what you want a business
ot o do for youl,” sald the representative

A JOURNEY OF

AEROSOURCE INTERMATICIMNAL
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EXCELLENCE
IN AVIATION
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Gaining ground for newer skies

India has a rapidly
growing civil aviation
market that aims to
build 350 airports by
2047, thanks to
consistently
supporting factors,
including supporting

government policies

FPoojaMadhok
srtimesodwmdia (o

ue civil atation incustry i India

has emerged & cne of the

[astest-grovmang seciars of the
econpay, playing a wital role o

Foa A ITEN

regicnal connedtaaty has motivated
the government o add newed routes
ta exmting svines & well a1

Phyers would defimitedy be spoiit lox
chaice in the days to come

connectivity, trade, and tounsm, The  helicopter opermtors with an alm to  ENHANCED CONNECTIVITY
sector comprises of scheduled s Boost Might senaces to remote areas  Ore of the coce shifts set for thes year
transport services (domestic and of the coumtry, or the areas that were  is the expansion of regional

itfernational aithines), non-

ot conneched wilh the &0 100t

Connectnty, New aitlites are nod pust

scheduled seraces. a5 well as incleding the hils Bying the usual melro-bo-metro routes,
deducated dit TMo servdad 1o Bt 34 10 expand brks between
trarsporting goods and mail FLYERS SPOILT FOR CHOICE smualler aties and Tier-1l and Tier-l|

AL present, india is sald ta be the Thee Mimistry of Covil Awiation has fowrrs, ensuring beter and faster
third larngest cnl avation mueket inthe  granied permissions to new dirfines  travel lor people.
woeld, Fram 74 aeports in 2014, the to start fying signaling a push to
reirmbier of srports m indks has grose  widen aidine chosee in & market. For  NEW AIRPORTS, NEW HOPE

o 164, with a hurthor aim to reach 150
miports by 2047, This progress hus

fyers, this means more optians in
terries Oof routes, Fare siructures and

The aperang of new airports, in
Musmbes and Noids, is capeded 10

been raped and can be aributed to senvices. With more carriers in the EA5E CONGESHON A1 the existing
muitiphe Lactory, induding the sy, pastengers can expect aiffmes sirports and open up bresh routes and
inbroduction of kowe-cost camers, FOLin  to rethink their picing strategles and  increased flight beguencies. Besides,
domestic sirines, preat innovationa senics oMerings 1o attradt wath Mned AFlnes (OnMeTlg
and advarced frequent flyers. With wrader oties, the number of
techrologles ard goverrenent's rrare and nevwe dhrect light aptions from
focus on regional connecivy. Beets besng ddded _ bess-served regions wil
B0 thee cuarand | als i
GCROWTH FACTORS airflines, the ‘A i With theas and »
Thee greneth ol the eml saation =™ ot e growh
sty Can be altiibated not only 1o . fackors, Ehe maation
the huge investment R enjoys, bue - FACT FILE: - 4 landscape in India
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initiatives thad favours the sectoe
Basidhis,_the quest for oerall
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Adani, Embraer Tie Up to Build 1st Commercial Aircraft Factory in India

Global majors I|I-:E Airbus and Boeing havent shown interest in setting up assembly lines, instead focusing on local sourcing

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Adani Group has tied
up with Brazilian serospace major
Embracr to bulid an assembly [ine
for regional commercial ameralt
Imdia.

While the final decision on seting
up the eility will depend on pet
ting a sizeable order from an amlime,
the partnership is the first concrete
steptownnds Lond i becom ing self-re
Liant in acrospace manulacturing

Despite being one of the major
MaArkKets oraircraftmanudacturers,
Alrbus and Boejng have not shown
mterest in setting upassembly Linés
in the country and instead concent-
rated on increasing sourcing [om
iocal plavers

Emberaer, the third larpest civilian
alreralt manufacturer beEhind Boe-
ingand Airbus, makes the Embracr
Regional Jet and E-Jet Gamilies of
narrow-body short- to medium
range passenger aircraft. It also ma
ko private jets, defence arcraft and

agrieultural planes
“Together, we will establish a re
gtonal aireraft menufacturing fact
ity inIndia and a oneof-a-Kind avis
tion ecosystem, & project that will
redefine the future of aviation in
our country,” Adani Group director
Joert Adani told reporiers here
Embracr will look to producs
smaller aircraft suited for the count
rv's regional connectivity, said Ar
jan Meijer: president and chief ex
ecutive of Embrasr Commercial
Aviation
Enrlier Meijer hoad told
BT that his company was
interested in setting upan
Hssembly line providesd it

@l a customer (1 the coundrs

Embraer's biggest plane, the E2. is
siallerthan the Boeing 737 and Alr-
biis A bt Meer 15 of the view
that this is an opportunity That's
beease Inedian carriers Oy to many
smanll, regional dostinations and
may Mind i diTeult o1 an AN o
B737 to and from these airports, g
ven that they seat 180 people and mo
re. The E2 offers roughly 25% lower
tripoost perseat than the bigger pln
nes, according toMeljer

“We see a bl future in India and
we belleve stors are alipning for ma
kinge in India.” Meijersaid

Civil aviation secretary Samir Kn
mar Sinha said the collaboration i3

e st about assembling areglonal
Alrcraft but also about progressve
technology transfer, skilling. ha
ving robiisl supply chain as well as
making India a trusted manufactyg-
rimg hub for regional alreraf

The governmaent has boon pushing
for increased regional connectivity
through the UDAN Schema. It has
been subsidising ticket [ares {(inclu
ding putting price caps tomake 11 af
fordable) to push small-town con
nectivity

Despite the push, viablity reima
ins aoneern as stveral smallecarm
ers have strugeled to remain solvent
due toa dearth of funding and com
petition from big players

““HM‘“H‘IH
interest in sefting up assembly lines in India

Taking Up Vacant Space

LTINS » Embraerwill  * mﬁamﬂwﬂ_’h
L) is the first ook to produce
m towards  smaller aircraft  Smaller than Boeing
India becoming self- suited for 737 and Airbus A320
reliant in aerospace mig e country's e Indian carriers fly to
fegionas many small. regional
connectivity destinations

ﬂ ot 1
Temy i\ E2 offers roughly 25%
lower trip cost/seat

than bigger plancs

These cos concentrate on
INCreasing iocal sourcing
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INDIAN AVIATION:

Elevating aerospace

AMBITIONS -

Roaring jet engines, gleaming metal a E
forward-looking ideas underscore how the
nation's aviation ecosystem is shaping the
next chapter of its skies

Artha Neog i timess i dia com

§ Indlan avafion enters a
Mw shaped by ambitson as
h ad seale, it has emeaped

a4 one of the couniry's lastest-
Frowang sectors. Rapsd innoviation
and technologcal advancetment are
redefining capacity, capability, and

glabal relevance.

This momentum will be on lull

deptay st Wings indea 7006 Being
held in Hyderabad, the event brngs

togethar e adership-level

delegahans, global arline leaders,
am:ral manutacturess, investors,

and aviation nnovelons,

[

hughlighting India’s capandsng
influente atross pabicy, technology.

IFvestiment, partnerships, and [ong-
term sirategic alsgnment. Anchored
Im thie theme Indian Aviation
Paving the Future - From [resign to
Beployrnent, Manulactunng la
Masndenance, inchusivity 10
Innowation and Safety to
Sustamabeity’, Evenl India reflects a
maturing aviation ecosystem whese
policy intent, industry capability,
and long-term vison are
InCreeungly Conwerging

Rather than hitting wilo a
comventicnal industry format, the

avabtion sector today reflects 2
desply nierconnetied ecosystern
Abrlanes, aircraft and ¢ngena
manulacturers, anport developers,
beasiig firms, drone compames,
startups, regulators, and
policymakers increasingly oporate
within shared frameworks, where
shiategs daalogue tund alonpade
businass engagement

Thes conwe rgence ssgnals a shift
toward redalience, indegrabion,
compeliitveness, sustainabshty,
and globally relevant growth
pathways for Indsa’s aweation
Setlon's Fulufe sfafydtenm

CONNECTING PEOPLE AND
IDEAS ACRIDSS

Strong iMemanonal participation
undesscores India's redevance as
both a market and a long-tesrm

Trends shaping future
Industry expansion

TECHNOLOGY: advances in

drones, digitalisation, sdvanced air

mobility. and modern sreran
operations are enhancing
#Mnclency, lgistics, arian mnbdlity,
surveiiiance, and gisaster )

1esp0nso capatndities

stratagic partner, while active
imvobvement from induan states
hephlights aviaton's growing rale as
a catalgst lor regional connectalby,
development, and sconomic
growih. The sector's visusal and
aperational scale, from commercial
jets and business aircaft 1o
helxopters and specialned
platiorme, remborces the depth ol
engagement with global asrospace
players and the increasing
saphistaton of domesiic
oparational and 1echnical
capabilities. AL s cote, the
discourse shaping ndian aviation is
torward-lookmg. spannmg
sustainability, airport infrastnucture,
multimadal imegration, and 1he
meed 10 balance raped growth with
eraronmental accountabdiny and
rHing pasienger And cango
demand. Emerging technologies
are mncreasingly redelmang aw

ECOSYSTEM & SKILLS:
Alrfines, manufaciurers, airpon
developers, startups, regulitors,
and policynsakers operale
within [nterconnected
frameworks, with strong
emphasis on skills

INNUVATION TAKES DFF
Beyond commerce and policy,
the secior is alsp
recognising excellence
through awards and
pdatiorms that
celebrate
Bl T T T
operational
leadarship and
larg-tesm
contribution
I3 a"s aveabion
market has seen
sigmilficant growth in
recent years , domestic
patsenger trathic reached
] owet 154 Lakh fyers in

transport. Comversations around
drones, advanced air mobilsty, and
digtalisatenn pannl 10 néw
possibilties acress logmbics,
suzveillance, urban mobility, and
disaster response. Equally ontical is
the focus on skills, ainimp, 2and
human capial, with initiatives
girned af startups, students, and
waorkionce development signalling
an mdustey investing o s reead
pemeration, Structured engageman
between industry and govemmen|
etnhnués o trandlste disdegue o
collaboration, opering pathways to
partnerships, technology translers,
and global supply chasns

Tagether, these trends signal 2
seciod paoritisang resilience,
innovatson, mclusive growth,
mivasiinacture depth, workloece
readimess, sustanabiliby,
competitivencss, strategic planning
and lang-term inbogratson

GLOBAL REACH: u'.rj_.".;;ff-".

imbrastructure investment, 4=
palicy alhgrnmanl, and

eyt Bror il Collabocdthan
SIreAqInen o Sikente
compelitivenses, amd
Susiainabllity

1025, marking an 8.4 por
cent Yo¥ increase and
malang it one of the wotld's
fastest-giowing civil sviateon
markets and driving India inta the
top five global aviahon markets

These developments underline
am avigtion sector transitioning
from rapid expansion to
medsuied, stralegic growth, As
capacity ucales alongside
inmovation, policy alignment and
suslamed mfrastruciure
imvestment Indsan viation {8
reinforcing its 1ofe in regional
connectivity and global
nefworks, Increasing emphasis
on sustainability, shills
development, digitalisation and
operational resilence reflects a
maluring acodystem

Whih stranger domestc
eapabilities, deeper industry,
govemment collaboration and
rising imarnational inagratian,
the sectar is mowving toward bomg-
term vompetitiveness and global
televance, potaboning bindia 4% an
imfluential participant m the
evolving global aviation geder,
dencting 4 bright lutyre,
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National Pride: Progress in
Indigenous Fighter Jets Boosts

Indigenous aircraft no longer serve as expenmental platforms, but as senally produced
frontline fighters beginning to reshape the Indian Air Force's combat spine

Namila S Kalla

the inoolour will soar on Ragpath,

this time under the shadow of a
urmimstahable ssronautcsl revolution
Indigenous arcalt have leatumed in
Republic Day Mly-pasts bebone, bat
naver like this, no longer as
expenmental plationms or symbok
gestuies of selfveliance, but as serially
produced rontine fghes beginmng
to reshaoe the Indian Al Force’s
coemiait Speie. I i A jouiney ram
aspiration to capabvility feom licence
produced Beets o sellvehant combat
aecrafh fou sk

Al the Peart of this shilt = the Light
Combat Nircrarit (LCA), a peoyect that
began a5 on gud acious v ol
houme-growen acraspace prowess and
has, in the last decade. matured imo
the backbone of India's mdigenously

produced ghter lleet Toduy as the
govemmaent acoelerates productan
and deployment, this programme
has become both a symbol of
NAGOLN pide and 3 Sraeg
necessty in an increasingly contested
regonal airspace

To undestand the scals of india’s
nudigerous push, one must i ook
a1 1he orders. In mid- 2025, the
govermanent appeoved a landmark
deal weorth roughly 166,500 croee {oe
7 advanced fightes joty, » decsion
deared by the Cabinet Committee on
Security and hetalded as the langest
angle purchase of domestst combat
awcraft in Indian history. This followed
an ealier government procurement of
£3 LOA Muark 1A jets valued at
appeoxamdtely tAB, 000 Croce, orders
from which delvenes have already
begun matetalning.

Combanedwith the instal fleet of 40
LCA Madk | aircralt, the brngs the
planned indsgenous Tighter lleet to a
projected 20+ pets over the nest

Irtmmﬂmdhmrwm

decade, a quantum beap from the
129905 era when Indian defence
aviation depended stmost enteely on
foregn hardware and hoensed
produttson. | the aarly days, the LCA
project navegated technological
headwinds cosmenan 1o comples
serospace developmant, hom
GRS IMogaanan 1o powenplants.
But recert achievements underscore
A Maturaton that once sepmpd
improbable. The higher leved of
autcnodryy wins retnforced by the sy
production series of LCA completing
# wiceesshdl maden Might, a
milestone report wadely celebrated
1% a boost o domestic industrial
conhidence and innowvatson.

Republc Day 2026 comes at a
rmomerTl of majos for the
Indian As Force. A couple of deades
ago, with ambisons resided n
delende white papeis and speslap
editocisis Today, they are targile
realioes, metal and theust,
engmeermg snd Tight The raar o
indigencas fighters overhead on
Repablic Day = mone than
ceremanial; it i the sound of a nation
HEVANCING 10w JURDTIMIOUS

defence and global acrospace
PRIt pation

And in the eyes of veterans,
engineers, and pilots who waatch ths
pourtey it the begnning. d .2
mament of vindicated fath in indian

g enuity, The shaes about Ragpath thes

year, speak not just of sovercign
Celebd aticn, they echd & legacy Lakang
fight Beyond combal readiness, the
prograemrne has rrpired research
teh stactups across the country, and
pubilic fascnation wath indgpenous jets
has siiged, g y-pasts o
celebrations of technologkal progress.
The LCA story demaonitrabes that long-
term investment, patience, and
deratre probiem-schang can yield
transformative results. As moee jets
rofl ol production lnes, enginecrs ase
setting sights on next-generation
Fighvbers, uremgninid sySiems, and
advanced snonecs.

T e undersoone
broader ambibon L2 bo see India not
oy participate in gobal asrospace
b 1o help defire # huture

FengamTer it gl F o el © o
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FINAL DECISION ON THE LOCATION EXPECTED IN COMING MONTHS

Adani, Embraer to set up
aircraft assembly unit

w Rﬂgiﬂﬂﬂ-l aircraft EET ADANI, DR ECTOR, K RAMMOHAN NAIDU, ARJAN MELER, CEO,
n.lanu&cmﬁng& ADaANI DEFENCE & AEROSMCE {:_I'-.'i. L?MTW HH_I'f.TFEi £ MBRAER COMMLACIAL AVIATICN
connectivity push The collaboration Need for regional I'he willaboration
tobe in focus would reinforee ansport aircralt would combine

' the group’s has never been Embraer’s
NITIN KUMAR long-term stronger. It ACTOSPace
MNew Dehi, Janvary 27 commit- can support expertise

T manufactur- with Adani's

-:I-:'E ::nnunrrgli strategic Iﬂ_ﬂlE ng for the industrial
partnershipwith Brazlianair.  aviation south capabilities
craft manutacturer Embracr  Sector Asian

mbkt

to set up a réegional aircraft
manufacturing faclity in

India, marking a significant
X p.nmlr:n of the ['.rru:ar'ﬁ pres
ence im the country’s fast
growing aviation secior.

Fhe oollaboration, for
malised thmugh a memaoran-
dum of understanding (MolJ)
betwesnAdani Defence & Aemo
spact and Embraer, will mvoive
the estallishiment of a final
assemibrhyline foreemonaltmns
pot alrcmalit in India. The move
aligns with the povemment’s
cfforts to strengthen regional
air connectivity and bumid
domestic manufactunng cipa
bility under the Make m Indm
and ULwN schemes,

With this partnesship, the
Actani Group decpens ifs avia
tion footprint bevond algport

opemtionsand sefvices iIntoair
crft manufacundng The growp
already cperates severalarports
acrossthe countryand hasinter
estsspanming cefence manuiac:
TUTng, aar0spact Components
malntenance, repalr and over
M, A avi At TaETHng
Adand Defence & Aerospace
erector feet Adani sasd the ool
laboratonwould ]l ead to the set -
ting up of a reponal aircaft
manufacturing facility in India,
Tl,"‘-iI1|fI1'l'I.'1T1EI; the gmup's. ll'll'lg'
temm commitment to the avia-
taon setor, He adkded that acow-
ple of locations are currently
benig evaluated for the proposed
faality, with a fimal decsion
experted In thecoming menths.

Fotbraer manudacture s com

mercial aicraft with seating
capacity of up o 1 50 passengens,
The companies did not disclose
ErvEs TN Tsi e ort onelames,
India is currentdy one of the
wodd's fast esi-growing civiEavi-
ation markets, with domostic
A rlines having placed crden o
nearly 1500 aiemaft, lagely
with Boeing and Alrbus, How-
cver, tegional conmectivity
remains a key gap, particularly
fortier- I and 110 cities, where
snalleraicmftaebettersuited,
Emboer, whose E-jets have
been opemiing n India since
2005, cumently has dose 1o 50
airoraft in the country serving
the Indian Alr Foroe, govern-

48 Fad i dgenacs, business |'~|r1
operators and regional airline
Star Air. T he company has said
India will require at least 500
atreraft in the Bi-146 s=at cat -
epo Ty overt he next twodecades.
Civil Aviation Minlster K
Kammohan Kaidu =id, “The
e forreplonal ransport alr-
craft bas never been stronger,
Thiscollabrorat kon can also sug-
port manufacturnng for the
wider Soath Astan madoet”
FmbraerCommeraal Avea:
thon CEC Arjan Mebersald India
was a pivotal market for the
companyand that thecollabom:-
the i would combane Bmbiraer’s
aemspaccexpertisevwithAdani's
mcdustrial capabibitjes.
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FIRST CUSTOMISED 787-9 GETS READY FORSERVICE FROM FEBRUARY 1

AIr India hints at more orders
for Boeing 787 Dreamliner

TRANSFORMATION DRIVE

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hygderabad, January 27

AR INDIA |5 likely to place
additiomal orders for Boeing
787 Dreamiiners as it acoeler
ates the overhawl of its long-
haul fleet, with CEO Campbell
Wilsvn  signalling  {urthses
expansionovon as the first cus
tormlsed 787-9 prepares 1o
e T oD 1A seTvior fmm
February 1

Speaking to reporters in
Hyderabad on Teesday aftora
special theht operatcdwath the
new alroraft landed a Begum-
pet airport, Wilson aid the air-
line’s wide- body transforma
tion would gather pace over
the next few years."In 1027
and 2028, you will see a huge
tmnsformation in the A inds
long-haul wide-body fleet ” he
sald, indicating that more
Drreamliners could be 2dded
heyond the cumment orderbook

Alrindiasset todeploythe
Boeinyg 7B87-Y on the Mum-
bai- Fan kfurt route from Feb
ruary 1 marking the frst com
mercial operation of a
custom-built atrcaft inducted
after theTata Grouptook over
the alrline In januvary 2022
Theawrcraftt, registered as\VT

CAMPRELL WILSON, CEO, MR IKDIA

In 2027 and 2028,

youwill see a hug{:ﬂ
transformation
" inthe AirIndia -
_ _ | long-haul 5 .
WSoeing 'E7 P15 | WThecamerwasexpectng ot least Wklﬂ-bﬂ-ﬂ}? |
set Lo be depiay on bne-ft aircrak, adding fl
Ww'hnm” that the phrasing was eet
route froem Feb 1, deliberate and hinted
markng lhe first at further additoms
COM merc ial
operation l?‘fi mAir inda hass alveady  mBoeing 7 87-%s arrival
Customrbuik paced oders for marked 15t production
arcraft inducted 5 70 widebody fromthe
after the Tata arcraft LT 0-aircraft orcher
Group lakeover SCross calegornes signed three years ago

AWA. s also the first of the
new-gensraton whlebodles
ordered as part of the airlme’s
broader et renewal plan.
Lruring the flight, Wilson
gaid the carrlerwas experting
“at least 20 kne-fit adrcraft”
adding that the phrasingwas
delibe rate and hinted at fur-
ther additions. Air India has
already placed o orders (o
371} aircraft across narmow

hody amnd wide-body cate
pores, of which 27 have been
delivered sofar

Calling the indeuction a
mitlestone, Wilson said the
arrival of the Hoeing 757 -9
marked the first production
widebody from the 47 0-ak
craft order signed three years
ago and a key step in the akr
ine’s fve-yver Vihaanal
transformation programme

Neardy 100 newandlcasedair
craft have jokned the Alr Indis
group since privatsation,
though this s the flrst alremft
Fully desipned (o theailine's
new pmduct spacifications,
For now, the aircealt will
pperate with certaln restric
aonsas Air India awaits regula-
tory dearances from the US
Federal Aviation Administm-
tion for the sliding privacy

doors 1 business dassand tor

18 eConomy seas, Unee
AppT el the mnhpunirln

will become the standand across
theantime's Dreamimer {ieel

Wilson said the retrofit of
existing hoedng 78 7-8 awcealt
wasprogres an g with the first
i1 ppraded alreraft expacted to
retum to servicein the coming
wherdk st b et ti e fleet Lo be
completed by mud- 20027

‘he new cabin features
pgraded mterors and mood
lighting Incpired by Indlan
weliness concepts, Accordmg
(o the aldine, the Hghting sys-
term mncludes 10 custorm set-
tings designed to align with
pas s pers o readla sorhyt hims
and mprove comfort onlong
land flights.

Acknowledging delays in
|Inducting the alecraft, Wikon
said supply chain disnuptions
across the phobal aviation
industryhad pushed timelmnes
back. "It hag been a longwait,
longer than we expected,” he
sald adding that deliverics are
now beginning o stabilise as
production rampsup.

\ The Comrespondent s
s 1yl melndd o the e ion
of Air [rdlia)
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wd rising pasgenger, nupbers sl fogn, the backdrop, the ™ €mphasis this year is on the enablers of growth. Airport
N TAIN AVIALIUVIN development, leasing and finanang structures, maintenance

SHARPENS FOCUS
ON DELIVERY

ings India 2026 opens &t a point when India's cvil
Wu'-'l;sl.-un story 1s beaginning to change in tone. Growh

remains centtal, but the conversstion has moved
beyond ambstian to the harder question of delivery. The focus
15 NOW ON how capacity IS bullt, sustained and made reliable
over Lime.

As ane of the world's fastest-growing awiation markets, Indsa
faces the task of strengtheming the aviation cham as a whole.
That means looking beyond aircraft induction alone to the
systems that support it including manufaciunng, deployment,
maintenance, safety practices, workforce readiness and
susta inabl ity

Positioned as Asia’s largest avil aviation event, Wings Indsa
2026 brings together aircraft manufacturers, enaine makers,
aiflines, ainport operators, cargo players and service providers
at @ moment when these connections matter more than
ever, The event’s theme, "Indian Aviation: Paving the Future,
from Design to Deployment, Manufacturing to Maintenance,
Inclusivity to Innovation and Safety to Sustainahility,” reflects
a broader recalibration underway across the sector.

The programme makes that <hift cleat. While fleet expansian

WAL o ARURAMT BTV
= 1,500+
‘t : . ~.-.- g --I'l

FLER T EIPRNSSON PLANS

TRASNING PRLOTS & (REW

Capal .-1','1 traming pipesnas ard :'.ppr_-|’|inr~.5,| lr_Ju._Ilru';-'nc_;i:l;“.
feature prominently. As airbnes expand networks beyond
major hubs and induct aircraft at a pace, these elements are
no longer penpheral.

A key feature of the openeng day 5 e Global (s Forum
which places senior industry leadership at the centre of
discussions on building resilient aviation ecasystems, For global
aircratt and engine manufacturers, India is increasingly seen
nat only as a destination market. but aiso as a base for services,
manufacturing and long-term support. With lamge numbers
of aircralt expected o emler service in the coming years,
dovmstream capabilities, such as mamtenance nfrastructure
and skilied manpowet, are becoming iIncreasingly decisve

Regional connectivity also features strongly at this edtion
of Wings India. The discussion has moved beyand announcing
outes to the prachcaliies ol operating them sustainably.
Right-sized aircraft, aimport preparedness and the role of
regional aviation, helicopters, and business and general
awation are central to extending connectivity to tier-2 and
tier-3 cities

Sustainabibty is being approached pragmatically rather
than riwetorically. The focus s on achievable steps including
mproving fuel ethaency introdudng sustainable aviation fuel
where viable and aligning Infrastructure expansion with safety
and enwvironmental standards.

As Wings India 2026 gets underway, the message 15
straightforward. Indian aviation has mached @ stage wheme
sale must now be matched by systems, skills and services if
the next phase of growth & to endure.
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Why Aircraft Upkeep is Becoming
India’s Next Aviation Test

lndia's commercial aviation boom has created
a less visible but increasingly important
challenge: keeping aircraft flying efficiently
once they enter service. As airline fleets expand
rapidly, the spotlight is shifting from procurement
to support, maintenance and manufacturing

capability.

For years, a large share of India’s aircraft
maintenance, repair and overhaul work has been
carried out overseas, adding cost, downtime and
operational dependency. With hundreds of new

Examples are beginning to
accumulate, Tata Boeing
Aerospace’s luselage
manufacturing in Hyderabad,
Airbus's partnerships with
Indian suppliers, and the C295
transport aircralt programme,
with high levels of local
structural work, point to a shift
from assembly to capability.

aircraft joining fleets over the next decade, that
model is becoming harder to sustain. Turnaround
time, engine availability, and parts logistics are
now central to airline reliability, not back-end
considerations.

This has brought renewed focus on domestic
MRO and aerospace manufacturing. Policy
changes, induding full foreign investment
permission and tax rationalisation on aircraft
components, have improved the economics of
setting up operations in India. At the same time,
global OEMs and engine makers are expanding
partnerships with Indian firms, gradually
embedding India into global supply chains.

Examples are beginning to accumulate. Tata
Boeing Aerospace’s fuselage manufacturing in

~ Hyderabad, Airbus's partnerships with Indian

suppliers, and the (295 transport aircraft
programme, with high levels of local structural
work, point to a shift from assembly to capability.
In MRO, airlines and lessors are increasingly
looking at domestic options for airframe and
engine support to reduce aircraft downtime.

Challenges remain. Skilled manpower, engine
shop depth and supplier consistency will
determine how fast localisation can progress.
Building capability is slower than ordering
aircraft, and reliability will matter more than
scale.

These issues sit squarely within the agenda at
Wings India 2026. With airlines, OEMs, engine
manufacturers and service providers engaging
on the same platform, the conversation is
moving from intent to execution. As India’s
aviation market grows, the ability to maintain
and support aircraft locally will decide how
resilient that growth proves to be.

28 JANUARY 2026

falalalalnld ﬂ el
Wed, 28 January 2026
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79041043
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~+_ How is Bell aligning with
India's Atmanirbhar Bharat
vision through localization and
partnerships?

» For Textron and Bell, we maintain a
substantial presence with over 130 employees
acaoss offices in New Delhi, Bangalore,

DAVID SALE and Mumbai, including more than 100 Bell
Managing Director,  engineers working on various programs in
Asia Padific.Bell.  Bangalore. Our local sales, customer support

engineer, aftermarket teams together with
Jubilant Enpro, our Independent Representative in India, provide
comprehensive support to our Indian customers, reinforcing our
commitment to being a vested member of India’s aviation community
rather than just an equipment supplier.

~+_ What role does Bell see for itself as India
expands helicopter operations?

» India represents what we consider to be one of our top markets in the
Asia-Pacific region. The convergence of rapid urbanization, infrastructure
development, and the government's supportive regulatory approach
creates an ideal environment for helicopter operations expansion.

Emergency Medical Services stand out as a particularly significant
opportunity. India's vast terrain, large population, and the critical need
to provide medical care within the "golden hour" make HEMS essential.
Our Bell 429 is specifically designed to address Indian air ambulance
needs with its twin-engine reliability and spacious cabin providing
unobstructed patient access. The Bell 412 platform also serves critical
roles in search-and-rescue and firefighting operations.

Beyond EMS, we see substantial growth opportunities in corporate
transport, tourism, offshore energy operations, and public safety. Our
fleet of over 85 Bell helicopters currently operating across India—
particularly the Bell 407 and Bell 412—demonstrates the trust Indian
operators place in our platforms’ performance and cost-effectiveness.

~+_ How is Bell preparing for India's emerging
advanced air mobility and future heliport
ecosystem?

» For Bell, the near-term priority remains supporting India's immediate
helicopter infrastructure needs while maintaining technological
readiness for advanced air mobility. Our decades of experience in
vertical flight innovation—from pioneering commercial helicopters to
developing tiltrotor aircraft, positions us to support India’s aviation
ecosystem as it evolves. We're committed to working with Indian
regulators, operators, and infrastructure developers to ensure that
when advanced air mobility arrives in India, we're ready to contribute
our expertise and proven safety record to this next chapter of urban
transportation.
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AFTER SCALE, DELIVERY

India’s Aviation Growth

is Being Tested

ndia’s civil aviation sector has grown

big enough that the hard work is
no longer about demand. It is about
delivery. Passenger traffic has risen
sharply over the past decade, airport
numbers have climbed, and regional
flying is now part of the mainstream
travel map. Keeping that machine
running smoothly is the next test.

India is the world's third-largest
domestic aviation market. Annual
passenger traffic has expanded from
roughly 460 million in 2014 to close
to 750 million in 2025. The number
of operational airports has risen from
74 to around 160 over the same
period. Regional connectivity has also
widened through UDAN-linked routes

and smaller aerodromes, bringing new
cities into airline networks.

But scale brings friction. Airport
capacity and punctuality are now daily
operational issues, especially as traffic
concentrates around major hubs.
Airlines are also adding aircraft faster
than the support stack can always
keep pace. Maintenance readiness,
spare parts availability and trained
technicians matter as much as aircraft
induction, because reliability is what
passengers notice first.

Financing is another quiet pressure
point. Leasing and aircraft funding
structures have become central to
how quickly carriers can add capadity
without stretching balance sheets.

That is why leasing and financing
conversations are increasingly pro-
minent in industry forums.

The workforce question is just as
immediate. The sector's growth is
pulling up demand for pilots, engineers,
ground staff and cargo and logistics
professionals. Training pipelines and
retention will shape how smoothly
fleets and airports can scale.

This is what Wings India 2026 is
really capturing. The event still reflects
expansion, but it also reflects the
operational questions behind it. India’s
aviation story is moving from big
numbers to daily performance, and the
winners will be those who can make
growth look routine.
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Air Cargo is Starting
to Shape How Indian
Airports Operate

‘or a long time, cargo sat quietly behind passenger flying
in India. It paid the bills in the background while attention

stayed on terminals and aircralt orders. Thet balance s shifting,

Cargo volumes have grown steadily, pushed by express deliv-
eries, pharmaceuticals and time-sensitive manuf acturing supply
chains. At several airports, freight now determines how apron
space, night slots and ground staff are deployed. Passenger
traffic still dominates headlines, but cargo increasingly shapes
daily operations.

Unlike passenper flying, cargo is unformgiving of delay. Dwell
time matters. S0 does paperwork, handling speed and storage.
Airports that move freight quickly win repeat business, Those
that do nol lose it just as fast. This has forced a rethink in how
cargo areas are designed and managed.

Growth has also been uneven. A small number of airponts

handle most wlumes, while others look for speaalised roles
rather than scale. For aifines, cargo offers flexibil ity, particularly
when passenger demand softens or networks are disrupted.
These realities are reflacted in the cargo-focusad discussions at
Wings India 2026. The debate is no longer about recognising
cargo’s importance. It is about running it better.
As India’s aviation system grows more complex, cargo is no
longer an add-on. It is shaping airport behaviour, operabing
nours and investment chaoices In ways hat Were rame even a3
decade ago.

S DELHIT

INDIA is one of the fastest-growing aviation sectors in
the world. In a clear push toward the future, the country has
announced ambitious plans to build 50 new airports before the
end of this decade, fuelling demand for air travel and expanding
connectivity,
This growth is promgpting airlines to modemize their fleets,
acing older aircraft with new jets—such as the Embraer
E2—which offer a compelling combination of outstanding
performance, class-leading efficency, and superior comfort.

Wings India
The E2, showcased at this year's Wings India— the country's
pramier aviation event—boasts seat costs comparable to larger

narmow body airraft, 12.5% better fuel efficiency than the
closest competitor, and an elevated on board expenence for

passengers. Notably, the E2 features no middle seat in any class
and overnead bins with 40% more space.

New Commitment

Underlining its long-term commitment to India, Embraer has
recently established a wholly owned Indian subsidiary with a
corporate office in AeroCity, New Delhi. This strategic move not
only deepens Embraer's operational presence but also positions
the company to better serve domestic airlines and build capacity
in ane of the world's most dynamic commerdal aviation markets.

28 JANUARY 2026

Hehcopters Edge into ‘the
Commercial Mainstream

Fur years, helicopters m Indiz have been associated mamly
with offshore work, VIP navel or ememgency response That
picture is showly widening.

As aviation actvity pushes into smaller aties and difficult
terrain, helicopters are being reassessed as a commercial tool
rather than a specialist add-on. Operators point to thar ability
to bypass runway coastraints and deliver point-to-point access
where lixed-wang arcraft cannot operate economically or at all.

The range of use-cases is expanding. Offshare energy remains
a steady base, but charter services, tourism circuits and medical
evacuation are drawang more attention. In some regions,
helicopters are being considered to link remote destinations
with nearby airports, cutting travel times that would otherwise
stretch into hours.

What s holding the segment back is less about demand
and more about execution. Commercial helicopter operalions
depend heavily on safety discipline, crew availability and basic
infrastructure such as helipads and support faclities. Costs
remain sensitive, and reliability matters as much as reach.

That Is why the discussion around helicopters has shifted
Instead of asking where they can fly, the focus s now on how
they can be opemted consistently and safely at scale. These
questions are reflected in the helicopter-focused sessions at
¥ings India 2026,

As India’s civil aviation network becomes more layered,
helicopters are beginning 1o find a clearer place within it. Not
as a replacement for fixed-wing travel but as 2 complementary
option where speed and access outweigh volume.
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UDAN Changed the Map, Now
Airlines Must Make it Work

Airports Have Their Own
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travel now take an hour in the air, and smaller cities that used
to sit outside airline planning have become part of the network.
In that sense, the scheme has already done its most visible job.
P 2 G What comes next is less visible and more difficult. Regional flying
Be Sustained? has to hold up when it is not being pushed by targets or headlines.
On many routes, the numbers are tight. Frequency decisions matter.
A flight that works twice a week may not work daily. Aircraft
choice matters too, because the wrong capadty can punish both
cost and yields.
That is why the conversation is shifting from opening routes

U DAN changed the map. Routes that once required a full day of

b s '[“’"'"“:‘m’"‘" | I"""‘_“"‘:r:’ to operating them well. Turboprops, smaller regional jets, and
L nPngET et = § »y dslaey " = Pow
o fos) Conts | o il iy Rl helicopters are not just connectivity tools. They are tools for

matching demand to capacity. Reliability, turnaround time, and cost
control become the story, not route counts.

Airports have their own homework. Regional airports cannot be
run on metro assumptions. Charges, ground handling, and basic

H;}": Q";:':" operational readiness decide whether a route stays or guietly

PPe disappears from schedules.
Chmmom. Grousd Randivg, ood fhsk Gowwtins! fondiness Socil Wings India 2026 becomes a useful forum here. The industry is no
et 3 sowte siags o quisily dumpyeers b schbvien longer debating whether regional connectivity is desirable, There is

debate about what makes it durable. UDAN proved that regional
aviation can be built. The next phase is about making it routine.

FINANCIAL EKERESS Wed, 28 January 20.6 @

sproieas https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79041103
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Aircralt Leasing Moves to the Centre

of India’s Aviation Expansion

s Indian aidines add aircalt at an
nprecedented pace, the question of
how fleets are financed has become more
visible. Aircraft leasing, once 3 badk-end

decision, s now shaping how quickly
carners can expand and how flexibly they
can respond to market conditions.

Leasing allows airlines (o induct aircraft
without committing large upfront capital,
helping balane growth ambitions with
finandial discipline. In a market where tratfic
continues to nise but operating costs remain
sensitive, access to compefitive leasing
structures can influence everything from
fleet mix to route planning.

India’s airlines have taditionally relied
on overseas leasing hubs, reflecting the
global nature of aircraft finance. That model
is beginning W evolve, Efforts to build a
domestic leasing ecosystem, including
regulatory and tax changes, are aimed at

keeping more of the financing and legal
processes closer to home. While the scale
remains modest, the intent is 10 reduce
friction and improve certzinty for airlines
operating in a high-growth environment.
For carriers, the issue is not simply cost.
Lease terms affect maintenance planning,
aircraft utiisation and long-term  fleet
flexibility. As fleets grow larger and more
diverse, aligning financing with operational
realities is becoming increasingly important.

— -

As lleets grow Iarg-rrj
and more diverse,

aligning financing with

operational realities is

becoming increasingly

Important. '

— -

These themes are reflected in the aircraft
leasing and fmancing discussons at Wings
India 2026, where airlines, lessors and
policymakers are examining how best
practices can be adapted to India's market
conditions. The conversation has moved
beyond awareness to execution,

As India’s aviation sector matures, Jeasing
5 no longer a background funchion. It is
becoming a strategic lever that will help
determine how smoothly the next phase of
growth unfolds,

(

Women are Becoming Harder to
Miss in India’s Aviation Workforce

pend time around |Indian
airports or airline operations
today, and one change Is easy
tospoL There are more women
in roles that were once rare

sights on the flight deck, in

operations rooms and on the
t!ch!cﬂsﬂlufﬂ&ehmm

dlready
hqhuslpmrthmnfmm
pilots in commercial aviation
glmalsafa:!nﬂmmhdbg

airlines and
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requiators alike,

That visihility has started to
spill into other parts of the
system as well. Women are
increasingly presentin training,
safety, ground operations and

atrport foles,
even if the numbers thin out at
senior levels.

This has less o do with
symbolsm and more 1 do
with supply. As fleats grow

and operations stetch acoss
more cities, aiflines and service
providers need a wider talent
pool. Recuitment pipelines
have expanded taining access
has improved, and predictable
rostering has made aviation
careers more workable over
time.

The harder part comes |ater
Retention, progression  and
experience-building take
longer than recruitment drives.
As competiton for skilled
personnel intensfies globally,
keeping trained professionals
in the system is becoming a
practical concem.

That is why the conversation
has shifted. At Wings India
2026, women in avistion are
being discussed not as a side

- issue, but as pant of how the

industry plans to staff future
growth. In a market scaling

this  quickly, pamr.q:am
is no

hn‘t
representation. W is about
keeping the system running.

Airlines are leveraging technology and operational i

clliciencies, such as Al-powered route optimisation,
lightweight seating and carbon oflesetting programmes,

to lower emissions and promote sustainability. J



F'E

L4

T

PR

ESS JOURNAL

MUNMBA L

AIRPORTITSAUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

Dreamliners have bright
future in India: Boeing

NEW DELHI

US alrcraft maker Boeing
expects more orders for its
Dreamliners in the Indian
market, which is poised for
substantial growth in the
coming vears. according to a
SENIOr company executive.

Amid the ongoing tariff

issues between India and the
US, Boeing India and South
Asia President Salil Gupte
emphasised on the two coun-

tries goal for industrialisation
of Indian aerospace and

exuded confidence that the
aircraft maker will be able to
see through some of these
short-term challenges.

In India, Boeing 787 planes,
also known as Dreamliners,
are operated by Air India. The
girline’s first custom-made
Dreamliner post privatisation
in January 2022 is set to com-
mence commercial oper-
ations from February L

"B787 has an extremely
bright future in India... we
look forward to potentially
more orders for the 787 in
India coming.” Gupte told PTL

27 JANUARY 2026
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Beyond highways and tlights

Kashmir’s long wait for a direct rail line

lsolation

Aman Qayoom Wani

amangayoomwani@gmall.com

Every winter, Kashmir con:
fronts a familiar and deeply
mnsettling reality: a region of
millions is rendered vulner-
able by fragile and unreliable
connectivity. A brief spell
of snowfall, landslides, or
reduced visibility is sufficient
to shut down the Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway and
suspend air operations, leav-
mg the Valley effectively cut
off from the restof the country.
This recurring isolation is not
an unforeseen disaster it is a
predictable seasonal event.
Yet, despite decades of discus-
sion and repeated assarances,
a permanent and dependahble
solution remains elusive,

The Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway (NH-44),
often described as Kashmir's
lifeline, has instead become 1ts
most critical point of failure.
A single road passing through
treacherous terrain cannot
be expected to bear the eco-
nomic. medical, educational,
and social needs of an entire
region, particularly during
harsh winters. Whenever the
highway closes for davs or
weeks, the consequences are
immediate and severe.

When road connectivity col
lapses, alr travel is presented
as the only alternative. In real-
ity, it offers neither certainty
nor equity. Flights toand from
Srinagar are acutely weather-
dependent and are frequently
cancelled at short notice due
to poor visibility or snowfall.
Despite this unpredictabil-
ity, airfares escalate sharply

during road closures, creat-
ing an unchecked monopoly.
Passengers are compelled to

pay exorbitant
prices, often with-
out any assurance
that the flight will
actually operate,

Gh

Uncil Kashmir is

quate tertiary healtheare facil
ities for several specialized
treatments, forcing patients to
seek care outside
the region. During
prolonged road
closures, patients
remain stranded,

This exploitative connected by a medicines run
pricing dispropor- d L o short, and referrals
tionately affects UEpendable, vear become impossible.
students, patients, round rail line, Families travel-
small traders, and winter will continue  ling for medical
middle-class tami- g, expose the gap emergencies face
lics who have no , - unbearable uncer-
. : berween assurances : o ,
viable alternative. ; _ tainty, financial
of seamless

Students are
among the worst
affected. Thou-

connectiviry and
the lived reality of

distress, and at
times irreversible
loss. A healthcare

sands pursue edu-
cation across the
country and must
travel during
examination peri-
ods or academic
sessions. Road
closures and unaf*
fordable air tickets
force many to miss
eXxaminations,
entrance tests, interviews,
and admission deadlines
losses that cannot be compen-
gsated later. These disruptions
undermine merit, waste years
of effort, and narrow future
opportunities for an entire
generation.

The humanitarian impact is
even morealarming inthe case
of patients. Kashmir lacks ade-

seasonal solatnon.

syYstem cannot
functiom when
access itself 1s sea-
sonal and unreli
able.

The economic
cost of isolation
18 equally devas-
tating. Kashmir's
horticulture sector,
particularly apples
and other perishable produce,
depends heavily on timely
transportation to national
markets. Road closures delay
consignments, degrade qual
1ty, Increase wasiage, and
reduce returns for farmers
already operating under chal-
lenging conditions. Businesses
sufter losses, supply chainscol
lapse, and tourism another key

27 JANUARY 20426

economic pillar takes a direct
hit due to cancellations and
negative perceptions of inac-
cessibility.

At the heart of this recur-
ring crisis lies an unfmished
national project - direct Delhi-
srinagar rail link. The Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail
Link (USBRL) has heen under
execution for decades and rep-
resents one of the most ambi-
tlous Infrastructure projects
inthe country. W hile engineer-
ing milestones are celebrated
and trial runs announced, the
cOTe 1ssue remains unresolved
Kashmir still lacks a regular,
all-weather, long-distance
train connecting it directly to
the rest of India.

A reliable rail connection
would fundamentally frans-
form Kashmir’'slogistical, eco-
nomic, and social landscape.
Railways offer stability during
adverse weather, atfordability
for ordinary citizens, and the
capacity to transportessential
goods, fuel, medicines, and
agriculfural produce at scale.
More importantly, predictable
connectivity wounld restore
confidence, dignity, and a
sense of normaley to daily life.

The question, therefore,
is no longer whether a direct
Delhi-Srinagar train is fea-
sible it 1s whether the politi-
cal will exists to prioritise
its timely and full operation-
alization. Snowfall is not an
unexpected calamity; itis a
certainty. Governance and
infrastructure planning must
reflect this reality.

Until Kashmir is connected
by a dependable, vear-round
rail lifeline, winter will contin-
ue to expose the gap between
assurances of seamless con-
nectivity and the lived reality
of seasonal isolation. For the
people of Kashmir, adirect rail
link is not a luxury or a sym-
bolic achievement it is a long
standing necessity, delayed for
far too long

Aman Gayoom Waonl, Advacare
Supreme Courtof Indig
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Al unveils interiors of
Boeing 787-9 aircraft

Murali N. Krishnaswamy
HYDERABAD

Air India unveiled the inte-
riors of its first line-fit Boe-
ing 7879 (VT-AWA) on
Tuesday. The day also
marks exactly four vears
since the Tata Group ofth-
cially reacquired the air-
line from the Government
of India, in 2022,

The aircraft, which was
flown [rom Delhi to Be-
gumpet, will be a part of
the aircraft display at
Wings India 2026 here.

Speaking to the media,
the airline’s CEO, Campbell
Wilson, said that the new
aircraft is a part of the 470-
aircraft order that was
signed three years ago. The

Campbell Wilson

new cabin interiors will
now be standard across the
airline’s 787 fleet. This in-
cludes the airline’s legacy
fleet of Boeing 787-8 air-
craft which were acquired
when Air India was a go-
vernment enterprise.

(The writer is at Wings
India 2026 at the invitation
of Air India)
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Adani to make aircraftin

India with Brazil's Embraer

The deal with world's third-largest plane manufacturer marks Adani's entry into the sector

MNEW DeLHI

autam Adani-led Adanl

Girouge has sigmned a part-

raeersdd o withy Bzl baa -

craft maker Embraer 5.4

fos st (g srmnall-fet wn-
Lacturing sty in dncdsg

Adand Defence and Aevospace, an
Adani Enterprise Lid subsidiary, will
v i on the project slie—to be
b mbrsers firss prodoction Gedity in
Asla—"over the oext couple of
monils”, the compamy’s director Jesd
Ailani sabd on Tuesday,

“Together, we will establish 2
peeetonriad b raft o Dt g Gu-{lan,
b Indla and o one-of - & kind aviation
persy e, o progect that will redefine
L fuatire ol aviation s o conntry
Adond sald announcinethe dead, which
rarks the groap's endry bto akrerafl
prandaciurie “We hine soime sites i
raiiyd and are working on theme [n s
pest couple of montes, we will comee
ok with thee detadls, e disdinee lovest -
prsiennt sl abrerndt by to be o fae-
tured,” Adaniisasd,

Ensbriser, weosrkd's third-Largssa vl
lan arerafl manulscturer aiter The
Boeing Co. and Alrbus S E. manufac-
tures Use Eembwaer Hegioonal Jet and
E-Jet fumilies of narrow-body, short-1o
rnae - v e pssener aincrafl
It aldso makes private s, defence
atrcralt, and agricultural planes.

Eharat,” Adanisasd.

He sabd talks were underway with
customers for orders, None of the
pupor domestic carriers— LndiCa, Als
Inedin, Spicejer Lod and Alssa Adr—
operate Embeaer jets. Reglonal alrline

It wotaldd be the first of the three ADANI Defericeand  THIES will be Brarilian
e have a fnal dine assombdy Aercspace, an Adanl H""ﬂ_“ Miakes

. ; _ - Enaesprise Erritwaec’s fugt
(FLA)—manufbcturing I.l.ull” subsicliary, will 2610 nroducton lacility
where alrcrafl are assembled—in  inon the projectsits 0 Asa

Inclis. Boelng and Alrbus source
compotierts froim ndiao Arms Bt
do nat huve assembly units here.
“This partnership smore thap jusia
Irisdnmess aores el 1 s ayvasson tking
Maghat. It pepresents Incla's determina
Ehowt o bulld woeld-clsss oy latoneapa-
Eadliniess oo our own sedl, aligoed witly
e matkonal mussion of Atmanicbshas

Star Alr is the ondy carrber with an
Embruer feet ol 8 jets it plansto ordes
EnaGre Endiraet jets i the comiang days

Embraser's FLA will produce soaallis
mlreraft sulted for the copntry's
regional sannectivity, Arfan Medjer,
president aned chiefeneoutive, Embiru

Caommnercial Aviation, sold Ming. “Indis
is & pdvolal market oo Embsraer, and
this partoership combines our aero-
spsace expertise with Adani's strong
Insdustral capalslities and commii-
e to indigenization,” Meljer saxd

EMBRAER wousd e JEET Actar said
the st ol the 1o ASCLESIONS wire
thiee awciafl makers  underway with
1o e 8 linal-lne CLs mers 1or
Esernbly in india e fal st

“Togethaer, we will eviduate the most
viabvle, advanced, and efficent solu-
tlonms In support of India's RTA
(reslonal tramnspornt abrerafthambitions,
and thelr potential for lmplements-
thoaw,” he added.

Earlies, thee Brazillen sircraft makes

Pl st w2 subsadiary b the cotantn
[ sonned ng conmponenits and pans for
It alrerafi. It also tled ujp w ith the
Mabhindra Grodp in Cetober 2025 w0
ki Lhed -5 hmediven ranspaort sdr-
craf for the ncbun Abr Foece.,

e tvpe of alrerait 1o be manudac-
puarsd i the Batest facility 1s yed 1o be
decdded Lt could be edther the E-1754
v -seater reglond jet) or the Embuaer
Ei95-E2, the largest and mos
acdvancisd voariant in the E-Jet E2 fanly,
luwing wp to Bsseats o a2 heomfen-
ration. “It would be one of these twao,
perfups. We are yet todecide o that,”
Meje said, adding that these @re the
i tyiest popialar models ander dis-
Cussbinn sl suited] fon lnd la's reg ol
connectivity plans.

kot h thees woukd be smmall- 1o med)-
lm-shasd jels, 3 sepor iy  aviation
museistry odfbcial sabd on the condition
o oy mdfy, *We need 1o boaild a sup-
ply L. We need 1 here o Lndia; we
can do that. Insrlally, the components
Wil e comubing Froen Bracdl B we will
Pvuaddd ¢ e sugogedy Mo hyeere ton.”

“This collshorastion reflects the
evalving character of Indla’s defenee
andd aerospuce engageranenl with the
world anewhich s increasingly hased
on partoership, capability ballding.
and loog-term stmitegle alipnment,”
stk defenee secretary Hajesh Kuoomay
Sinah, who was al the eventdl inmarh
the sdpgning of b memmorandum ol
ursderstunding between Adand and
Embwaer.

“By bringing this capability to
Todia, we are moving decisively up
e value chain from bedng prima-
rily o market for alreraft tobecom-
brigs b aart e dpant o thedr prodie-
tone,” Shogh sadd

Exprerts said it coadd tade at least five
s serv e v bor e st ndreradt from
e By to actually take of L

e diched deane vea Firesmd Lo

Fow itn extendded veran of this sfory,
golo iveminoom.
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Air India flies plush, exclusively built
Boeing 787 from Delhi to Hyderabad

S LALITHA 5 New Delh

OVER 75 mediapersons and Air
India staff were flown in from
New Delhi’s Terminal 3 to Beg-
umpet airport for a firsthand
experience of the first line fit
(made only for Air India) Boe-
ing 7879 aircraft. Bearing reg-
istration mark VT-AWA_ the
new aircraft features complete-
ly new cabin interiors which
have been installed directly on
Boeing's production line, said
an official release. The delivery
was taken on January 11 after
it arrived from Boeing's factory
at Everett in Washington.
Headphone pairing capabili-
tv via Bluetooth available in
seats across all cabins and wire-

less charging pads are key fea.
tures. Business Class suites
have unique onboard mood
lighting inspired by ancient [n-
dian wellness traditions.

Air India’s new Boeing 787-9
aircraft comes with 296 seats
distributed between three cab-
in classes: Business, Premium

ARk {Na La

Economy and Economy. All
seats are equipped with state-
of-the-art inflight entertain-
ment {IFE) system.

“The Business Class cabin
consists of 30 luxurious suites
in a 1-2-1 configuration, offer-
ing direct aisle access to every
guest, “ it said. Each suaite, fea-
turing a sliding privacy door,
reclines into a fully flat bed of
79 inches in length. The suite
also features an attractive cub-
bv area that offers storage
space with soft lighting inside,
a vanity mirror and a head-
phone hook, the release added.

Preminm Economy features
28 seats with generous leg room
and designed for enhanced
long-haul comfort.

Billing 2026 as a vear of

transformation for Air India,
the CEO and MD of Air India
Campbell Wilson said Air India
will begin operating at least 20
of its world class widebody air-
eraft this vear from its tleet to
Europe, East Asia and Austral-
ia. Briefing the media on Tues.
day evening after the conclu.
sion of a special trip from Delhi
to Begumpet of the first Dream-
liner aircratt with custom-made
interiors made for the airline,
Wilson said the Boeing 787-0
will launch commercial opera-
tionson the Mumbai-Frankfurt
route from February 1.

It will be operated five days a
week, an executive informed
later. “Mumbai-Frankfurt is a
popular route for business and
visiting friends and relatives. [t
also contributes a lot of con-
necting passengers bevond
Frankfurt to North America
and Furope and behind Delhi
to South East Asia and Austral-
asia,” he said.

The writer was part of a
sponsored tour on Boeing 787-9.

JANUARY 2026



——
=

i ——

H-—-..
I =~

AIRFORISAUTIHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE

L

MORNING STANDARD DELHI 28 JANUARY 2046

Adani ties up with Embraer to manufacture aircraft

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delrs To establish assembly line, coupleof months

expand indigenisation Aviation minister Naldu said
AIRCRAFT manufacturer Em- | this is the time to be in India as
braerand Adani Defence & Aer ;;ﬁ;ﬁnﬁ;‘?fﬂ;&ﬁ ‘E"l’:h - he highlighted the manufactur-
ospace have signed a Memaoran- gt ing and growth potential of the

dum of Understanding (MolJ)
to explore opportunities in air-
craft manufacturing, supply
chain, aftermarket services and
pliotl training. The partnership
will establish an assembly line,
followed by a phased increase
in indigenisation to advance In-
dia’'s Regional Transport Air-
craft (RTA) programme.

The pact between the two
parties was signed at an event
in New Delhi attended by Un-
ion Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu. The final

terms and conditons, and the
nature of the partnership are

vet to be announced. Details
about the investments and the
location of the proposed facili-
ty were also not disclosed.
With the parinership. Adani
Group, one of the leading play-
grs in the aviation space, will
start manufacturing aircrafl in

India. Hesides two alrports in
the Mumbai Metropolitan Re.

phased increase in indigenization
to advance India’s Reglonal
Transport Aircraft programme. The
pact was signed at anevent in New
Delhi attended by Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu.

glon, Adani Group operates six
other airporis at Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Guwahati, Thirua.
vananthapuram, Jaipur and
Mangaluru. Jeet Adani, diree-
tor, Adani Defence & Aero-
space, sald a couple of sites are
being looked at for the manu-

[acturing facility and things
wotlld be finalized in the next

country. He added that the need
for regional transport aircralt
has never been strong before
and it will help in providing so-
lutions for many problems. The
collaboration can also have
manufacturing aircrafn for the
larger South Aslan market.
Arjan Meijer, president and
CED. Embraer Commercial
Aviation said, “India is a piv-
ntal market for Embraer, and
this parmership combines our
aerospace expertise with Ada-
ni's strong industrial capabili-
tles and commitment Lo
indigenisation "
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Adani, Brazilian firm to set up
aircraft-pro ducing unit in India

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 27

Adani Group and Brazilian
major Embraer on Tuesday
announced a strategic collab-
oration that aims to set up a
regional aircraft manufactur-
ing facility in India, a signifi-
cant boost for the country’s
Indigenous manufacturing
capabilities.

India 1s one of the world's
faslest growing civil avia-
tion markets and the part-
nership will look to help
enhance air connectivity to
Tier 2 and 3 cities.

Officials of Adari Defence &
Aerospace and Embraer inked
the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the strate-
gic eollaboration on regional
transport aircraft in India at a

GIC -_-)LLA RATION NR

Adani Grnup and Embraer officials exchange the MoU. pmi

function at the awvil aviation
ministry in the national capital
on Tuesday.

Both companies will also set
up a Final Assembly Line
(FAL) forthe regional aireraftof

Embraer in the country.

Adani Defence & Aero-
space Director Jeet Adani
said with the Embraer collab-
oration, a regional aireraft
manufacturing facilitvwill be

set up in India. Embraer
makes commercial jets with
up to 150 seats. Details about
the investmentsand the loca-
lion of the proposed facility
were not disclosed.

The companies aim to col-
laborate on opportunities in
aireraft manufacturing, sup-
ply chain, aftermarket serv-
ices, and pilot training, a
release said. Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar Sin-
ha said the collaboration 15
not just about assembling a
regional aireraft but also
about progressive technolo-
gy transfer, skalling, having
robust supply chain as well
as making India a trusted
manufacturing hub for
regional aircraft. — PT1



