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Al celebrates 76" Republic

AAl celebrated the 76" Republic
Day with immense zeal, fervour
and enthusiasm, The event com-
menced with the unfurling of
the National Flag by M Suresh,
Member (ANS), AAI at Delhi Air
Traffic Services (DATS) Com-
plex of Airports Authority of In-
dia at 1GI Airport, New Delhi,
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DGCA fare
prod to
airlines for
Kumbh

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAH A

New Delhl: The Direcloraie
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)Y has urged airlines 1o
rationalise fares for flights to
Allahabad because of the on
gobng Mahakumbh ambd con-
cerns over higher ticket prices
o the route

DGCA officials held o meet
mg with airline representatives
on January 23 on alrfares and
the: rise in demund B alr trave]
oA llnhabead

In & post on X on Saturday,
the regulator said that given the
Hkely surpe In demand, aliines
harve been urged (o increase e
ther capacity by adding Rights
mnd rationalise fanes.

In another post on X, the
DGCA sakd it had approved 81
additional Mghts in January,
increasing Allahabad’s con-
nectivity to 132 Nights from
across the country.

The Allahabad airport
has withesssd unpreceden
growth in traffic because of the
Mahakumbh.

On January 24, the civil avi-
afion ministry sald the airport
achieved a record-breaking
feat by handling 30,172 passen-
grrs in just one l.\.‘l'!‘k,ﬂjll‘l‘;lt-
ing 226 Mights in seven days
and crossing a milestone af
over 5,000 passengers in a sin-
e day for the first time,

The Alrports Authority of
India on Sunday acknowledged
the achievement of the airport
and announcad on X that the
rewly developed lerminal build-
g, Dl across am aorest of 17,000
sqim, was now operntional,

The AAl added that the
alrport can serve 30 lakh pas-
sengers annually and ensurea
semmless experience for -
ellers coming for the Maha-
lumbl. Recently the airport has
commenced night operatims

The Mahakumbh, which
saried on Jamury 13, will con-
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2nd int’lairport sought near Tumakuru

TUMAKURU, DHNS: Home
Minister G Parameshwara
said a proposal has been sub-
mitted to the state govern-
ment to construct the second
international airport in the
vicinity of Tumakuru.

At a presser here on Sun-

day, he said that 3,000 acres
of land has been identified
near Vasanthanarasapura,
adjacent to NH-48, and an-
other 5,000 acresnear Seebi.
The two proposals have been
submitted to the government,
he said.
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Adani’'s Navi Mumbali
Int’l Airport to Raise
20Kk cr for 2nd Phase

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Adani Group’s Na-
vi Mumbai International
Airport(NMIAL), which will
run the second aviation hub
of India's commercial capi-
tal, plans to raise 20,000 cro-
reinthesecond
half of FY26
for building the
greenfield faci-
lity’s next pha-
se, to be opera-
tional by 2029.

The first pha-
se of the air-
port, set to be
Inaugurated on April 17, will
begin with domestic opera-
tions in May, while interna-
tional flights are expected to
start in July When fully
complete in 2036, the Navi
Mumbai airport will handle
90 million declared passeng-
ers annually, starting with 20
million declared capacity in
the first phase.

“In a greenfield project
like this one, the initial pha-
ses usually demand higher
costs because of the ground-
breaking, the rehabilita-
tion, development etc.
Along with this, we've also
combined the initial deve-
lopment of the first and se-
cond phase into one,” said a

On the Runway
the airport set to
be inaugurated

319,600 Creos
of development for phase 1

. First phase of
! ; on April 17

2™ phase
to be
operational
by 2029

90 m annual

flyers to be handled by
airport when completed
fully by 2036

N
"

>

senior Adani official, who
declined to be named.

“We are also developing the
metro footings, automated
people mover (APM) foo-
tings, and an underground
tunnel for terminal connecti-
vity in the phase one and two
itself, This approach will ma-
ke sure that future expansion
is done without disrupting
airside operations,” said the
executive.

Adani Group did not re-
spond to ET's query.



AIRF‘UH ISAUT HUF?ITY OF INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 28 JANUARY 2025

ASITRUE R
90% BRI QR

e =T | s S
TR OF A o wfhen
fom edi-4 3l wEm A
g e @rf oo ufava
i ) efifee R e
A s Eagwde
B 01 T T ST | S
e & ooll s A o
O a5l e )



AIRPDR 'SAUT HOR!TY OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA DELHI 28 JANUARY 2025

TS AL T3 3ES
A ST T TR

ﬂaﬂfﬂm 27 TaH |

e | T T A sFered gerd A,
AT T T wArd S| A, S A @ R e
A TS H R e wm # ) wen wrg F o
3Ty gt weR 9 R AR A A
w2 et Ereem o (e A
A9 e & ) Ay " =@ e e e
Wive UHIYH 9 o Wy aivefre nfea o
ferefira feman =mam |

T, qoiees | w6 gu A fiww I
T d Fed war Wy M wEE A
rﬂ‘rgmﬁwraﬁaﬁmmmamaﬁ?
AT W # S | g 7e fendrar w4
T fofe fr2 o |3 W o F e H
FOF AT TE oMM R I U 3
afreffier wifierem &t @i @ gEfaa gw
afeErsr i g e fira wd & 12 i W
fefer werds 9 & &9 0w S i
A s faaa 9 st s A
T ot I E oA oA T # oA

$%c T{hYd Tag-d 9 SieA

@I B TITIU3ME A fpan 9%

AIUET AT 1 B AT 165 foout ofel
T T 4 8 fR a9 9 Ve | B9
3% T T TOHIHE ¥ 3154 € 9% 96
fipetiic? B gevaal oI T 021 8 o 2 |
mwzﬂwﬂamﬂﬁm‘ﬁﬁ
TigeT @1 B HeE T H T eI |
T e T § 9 S8 © o 2
UAHIE § © 9% EEC W $eedal §f HEm
EREIGIE EE ) (T b

T Ay, A WA #2IE AR W F A
TGN wRrTE & B T F e et @i
Frafasrt =it wrlt meferaa fiett | 2o 9 wieg
ffer wTg 2 A v | % 48 foEd
A A g EA o, Al 1 aie = e
AT | 3 T AN ATAR T T T
3 % 24.8 Freft 7 g% e smom



AIRPORTS AUT HUF(’!T“I’ LH'- iNLHﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

28 JANUARY 2025

U3 geeerd vaRuld A S[3om oion vl d

3MORT A URIORT db dHidedel, ﬁlﬂuﬂalﬁmmﬂaﬂaﬁaﬂﬁlﬁuﬂsﬂ

AT AETEE EE | HTE

T % T UFAIE 9 A
fawm witmm & 3= § =9
T AUE = TR &
FAfF=EE F A W T
fem =1 ™ B0 =M o= RN
1 URE A H A e E 3
TNE § MM 3 qEtEs
T | W e ) A o

9 w1 €1 E ¥ =0 #E 9m
a3 & WY AT e
ferfom fan = 1 39 v
F FEnier wivsm #1 A0 3
sl o e W e e o e o e 1 4
T fom o ®1 78 TR wHes
fiw TeoEm 9 % TH TW
ATt T S =
TR TUEE T | A TN,

I

e Terd w2v AR T % He

T TFEIE 3 H TEEE F
il TEferm foent  vea am
TR % U A9 15 T
s anfifs wfafafus 4 F=0
1 H A foe | e =
A wies s T 3 9=
T THFEEE 9 % 48 Tt am
q IF B A @iES T

-

e )

Trmim =T =1 %9 Fom ) afew
THETEA F T O A
TEER F ) IEETE B EH 5
3 fiw 7= a9
THGE | WM THFAEH T
1 om) faod S S

AwEr | ¥ H A@E gy ) 9gn # A fEe-2s | o
| w5 i e wm @ wivwm 3 o feass = oo
| L fem ®1 e faeell A anE 89 % Am awed il
| T | G T w9 (viEeE wEEE gEanE) giEm
TR fEm oW T wias w2 w O w@HE Em
| feazs 2R B 3 W 9= & = F1 Feim wn #m e
TIe[ F4 2 S0 F fEas o gitEn = 1 T o
| 7 famg 1 Arm e T w2 w5
| T wE 2l | T S T B A R e TR

| [za fa Ao Wi s S U 3 T e

mqmmmaﬂmﬁﬁaﬂﬂmmuﬁmmmm:
| A T W TN AN FE W R A
Wﬂmmsﬁmnqp TR | HvA e a3 yeee 1 e | a9 o

T =mom) 4 T=eme A S B o i s

THTHIE H1 Faziae] HiY
AT T A A g 76
foreit =1 81 28 9 e 5 9o
T F A TE O R TR
U e TOE 185
ferell w8 T s &

T W T | H T
THGEE 4 W 7.5
#a fzrdw W fEm o @
I% %1 BE g9 Um wies
THEEH § O TN F A
= =1 T Y ¥ 99 | R



AIRPORTS A* 'Y HQHF r ¥ U" iNUi.ﬂ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

RAJASTHAN PATRIKA

JATPUR

26

JANUARY 2025

ST & @G il vl ue aRil fadia Hfaen

MFHIES TRUIE TR BN
ferT= ol sHRsiEl cifsa

et =gt seadh
patrika.com

¥ o B U B TNE &
Ao H e | e as Al
@ @ gl A & an
wHll TR § g€ Dl
S g e
o (L i o L
seagie  gegies dfEn
fawen  (smevelra) e
AT | S R v R
IagE dead g &
arcafern Ve - arel o
e S | EengeH Al
ToES WY & e A
A e ane | Sdtaiam
& e wE e gue off
oY A g oes A
3R, THA 31 =" A A
A arar A R ) efE
1 o W

3200 #Hiez cidl =

TR 32 9 e da
T gARE Sy &, @

wae1 i we a4 e

Y ¥ a2 R (v Ao)
¥ el weras e of
D A 3EH R AR I
Hibil | re] ¥ oee # e 3

A 23 Hiew 2
wve o (Fafder) e
QIR SRATER gorim
o A =R i TR ®
1A 37 3 e A o ad
T famF W IR /|



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BEUSINESS LINE DELHI 28 JANUARY Z025

Airlines, travel agents asked to
rein in soaring fares to Prayagraj

——
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

In view of the ongoing Ma-
hakumbh in Prayagraj, air-
fares to the city have surged
astronomically on the back
of heavy demand. The Cent-
ral government has asked
airlines to bring the prices
under control and deploy
more aircraft to the city, a
senior government official
told businessline.

The mega congregation is
estimated to attract over 45
crore pilgrims as the event
unfolds. The Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) con-
ducted an internal review of
the situation on Monday
after reports of high airfares
to Prayagraj surfaced.

Industry insiders told
businessline that the average
fare for a one-way ticket
between January 28 and Feb-
ruary 4 has shot up over 100
per cent year-on-year due to
high demand.

MAX CAPACITY
A one-way ticket from Delhi
to Prayagraj is currently (for
travel within next week)
priced between 15,000 and
%30,000 as against the usual
fare of around %5,000.
Anticipating rush, MoCA
had earlier asked airlines to
increase capacity to 132
flights to Prayagraj per week.
“The Ministry has now ad-
vised scheduled operators to
deploy the maximum pos-
sible capacity to and from
Prayagraj,” a senior MoCA
official told businessline.
“Earlier, 50 flights con-
necting Prayagraj were oper-
ating. This has gone up to
132. The DGCA continues to
monitor the price band. The
airlines have been asked to
submit price ranges for every
flight operated to and from
Prayagraj for analysis.”

LAST-MIN BOOKINGS

When asked regarding re-
ports of airfare hikes of up to
100 per cent on the Delhi-
Prayagraj route for the book-
ing period of January 28 to

s -
LR -
.'_‘_‘l. o

MAHAKUMBH FRENZY. Airfares surged 100% on the
Delhi-Prayagraj route between January 28 and February 4

February 4, the official stated
that most fares represent
“last-minute booking price
escalation”.

As per data from ixigo
portal, average spot fares for
flights from Delhi, Bengaluru
and Mumbai to Prayagraj
range from 17,000-33,000
for January 29.

“Many airlines have intro-
duced special flights to Pray-
agraj, offering more options
for travellers. Airfares are
significantly higher, ranging
between 15,000 and
18,000, reflecting a 4x to 5x
increase in price due to the
surge in demand,” said Bhar-
att Malik, Senior Vice Presid-
ent — Air and Hotel business
at Yatra Online.

“This trend will continue
until Maha Shivratri, which
is on February 26, with air-
fares ranging from 5,000 to
%8,000.” On Monday even-
ing, MoCA officially stated
that 81 new flights were in-
troduced in January.

Presently, Prayagraj is dir-
ectly connected to 17 cities
via flights as against eight cit-
ies in December 2024, taking
its air connectivity to 26 cit-
ies in total.

“These new flights are
part of the ongoing efforts to
ensure regional connectivity
and accommodate the influx
of travellers to Prayagraj dur-
ing the Mahakumbh period.
The addition of flights is ex-
pected to ease the pressure
on airfares and improve

overall accessibility for de-
votees and tourists,” the
Ministry said in a statement.
“During Mahakumbh, the
airport witnessed footfalls of
30,172 passengers and oper-
ated 226 flights in just one
week, surpassing the 5,000-
passenger mark in a single
day for the first time. Night
flights were introduced, en-
abling 24/7 connectivity for
the first time in 106 years.”

CLOSER TO GROUND

The Railways said it has de-
ployed over 13,000 trains
during this period.

According to Shashikant
Tripathi, the Chief Public Re-
lations Officer of North
Central Railway, over 400
outward ‘Mela special trains’
will be operated during
‘Mauni Amavasya’.

On the main bathing day,
over 150 ‘Mela special trains’
will be deployed from all ma-
jor stations in Prayagraj re-
gion. Around 200 regular
trains will ply daily. To fur-
ther enhance convenience
during Mahakumbh, four
daily ring rail services and a
shuttle service from Pray-
agraj junction to Ayodhya
will be introduced to benefit
passengers travelling from
Varanasi and other cities.
‘Kumbh Mela special trains’
will ply from various parts of
the country. Around 800
long-distance trains will be
running from more than 50
cities across 22 States.
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‘IndiGo well positioned to
deal with forex challenge’

——
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

IndiGo is well positioned to
deal with challenges arising
from rupee depreciation, the
airline’s chief executive of-
ficer Pieter Elbers said on
Monday.

The airline saw an 18 per
cent drop in net profit in
Q3FY25 due to rupee weak-
ness and has begun hedging
its foreign exchange
outflows.

Elbers said demand re-
mains strong, and there is no
slowdown in travel spend.
“Our Q3 results were actu-
ally very solid. There was
chatter about consumer
spending being less vibrant.
But we have seen solid de-
mand and were able to trans-
port 31 million passengers in
Q3. We see no change in de-
mand at the start of the
fourth quarter. It continues
to be good,* he said.

Elbers said thanks to de-
mand and strong operational
performance the airline
could absorb forex (loss) and
still have a good result. “I
think IndiGo is well posi-
tioned to deal with some of
these challenges,” Elbers
said.

CODE SHARE

Apart  from  currency
hedging, IndiGo continues
to focus on international ex-
pansion through its own
flights and code share part-
nerships with foreign carri-
ers. This would help it in-
crease its foreign exchange

IndiGo continues to focus on

international expansion
through own flights and code
share partnerships with
foreign carriers. reurers

earnings.

At present 10 per cent of
its revenue comes from over-
seas point of sale.

Code share traffic grew 45
per cent year-on-year in
FY24 and continues to re-
main a significant focus of
the airline’s strategy.

While Elbers refused to
reveal specifics, he said that
IndiGo will look to broaden
code share ties which gives it
passenger feed and allows it
to sell tickets to overseas
destinations it does not
serve currently.

WET LEASING

IndiGo expects to receive
the Airbus A321XLR later
this year and is also explor-
ing wet leasing long range
aircraft as an interim
measure.

Responding to a question
on competitive dynamics
after Vistara-Air India mer-
ger, Elbers said IndiGo con-
tinues to build its network.
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Maha Kumbh airfares keptin
check with new additions: Govt

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 27 January

To ensure affordable
air travel during the
ongoing Maha Kumbh
Mahotsav in Prayagraj, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation has
announced the launch of sev-
eral new flights and expanded
connectivity. This initiative is
designed to address the surge
in demand as millions of dev-
otees travel to the city between
January 13 and February 26 for
this grand spiritual gathering,.

A total of 81 additional
flights were introduced in
January, increasing the
number of monthly seats to
Prayagraj to roughly 80,000,
according to the ministry.
With these additions,
Prayagraj is now directly con-
nected to 17 cities, including
new destinations such as
Srinagar and Visakhapatnam,
with indirect connectivity to
26 cities nationwide.

“As directed by Union

|

. |

ot j"“””“

CALLTO
- RATIONALISE FARES

B The move aimsto
addresssurge indemand
as millions of devotees
travelto Prayagraj

M Akasa Airto launch
flights from Ahmedabad
and Bengaluru, adding
L,000seatsin February

W Spiceletintroducing
services from major
cities, contributing
additional 43,000 seats

Minister of Civil Aviation Ram
Mohan Naidu to ensure that
airfares remain in check as the
festival’s peak days approach,

particularly during the forth-
coming ShahiSnan on January
29, February 3, and other
important Snan dates on
February 4, February 12, and
February 26, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has advised airlines to
maintain sufficient capacity to
accommodate passengers,” the
ministry noted.

In response, Akasa Air will
launch flights from
Ahmedabad and Bengaluru,
adding 4,000 seats in
February. Meanwhile, SpiceJet
is introducing services from
major cities such as Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, and
Hyderabad, contributing an
additional 43,000 seats.

The modernisation of
Prayagraj Airport has been
instrumental in accommodat-
ing this influx. The terminal
area has expanded nearly four-
fold, allowing it to handle 1,620
peak-hour passengers in the
new terminal and 1,080 in the
old terminal.
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Now, B'desh-Pak direct flights

USAID HALTS FUNDING TO B’DESH

Islamabad, Jan. 26: To
further strengthen bilater-
al ties, Bangladesh's High
Commissioner to Pakistan
announced plans to begin
direct air services betwe-
en Bangladesh and Pakis-
tan. According to The Exp-
ress Tribune, Mohammad
Igbal Hussain was speak-
ing at a press conference
in Peshawar on Saturday
Hussain emphasised the
deep and historic relation-
ship between the two co-
untries and expressed the
intention to initiate direct
flights to facilitate travel
and connectivity He noted
that such a move would
enhance cooperation in
various sectors, including
tourism, education, and
trade. However, no time-

Washington, Jan. 26:
The United States Agency
for International Develop-
ment (USAID) on Saturd-
ay suspended its funding
to the Muhammed Yunus-
led interim Bangladesh
government after Preside-
nt Donald Trump suspe-
gged all foreign aid for 90
s

T:his follows the State

Department’s “stop-work”
order that was issued on
Friday, halting all existing
foreign assistance and
pausing new aid under
Trump's new executive
order from January 20,
which withheld support to
US-backed global aid pro-
grammes. Only Israel and
Egvpt have been excluded
from the list. — Agencies

line for the direct flights
was announced.

The High Commissioner
also highlighted the grow-
ing trade and diplomatic
relations between Bangla-
desh and Pakistan, stating

that these ties would con-
tinue to grow stronger. He
underscored Bangladesh's
commitment to freedom of
expression, noting how so-
cial media has empowered
the younger generation to

voice their rights, contrib-
uting to a robust culture of
free speech in the country

Hussain pointed out the
vast investment opporiun-
ities in ber Pakhtunk-
hwa, particularly in the
healthcare and industrial
sectors, encouraging busi-
nesses to explore these av-
enues, He also mentioned
the demand for Banglades-
hi products in Pakistan,
with trade ongoing betwe-
en the two nations via sh-
ipping routes linking Chit-
tagong and Karachi, altho-
ugh the volume remains
modest. He also touched
on the upcoming elections
in Bangladesh and reiter-
ated his country's focus on
economic development as
a key priority — PTI
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Airlines make a fortune from Maha Kumbh

Fares surge by
up to 600 %
to Pravagraj
anel Varanasi

KEW DELH

Adrfares to Prayagraj and
Varanasi haw skyrocketed
by 300 per cent - K00 per
cent as thousands of pil-
grims travel For the Maha
Kumbh, aceording to a re-
ol

Omneway-ticket from Del-
hi to Pravagraj costs any-

thing between Rs 20,000
+ 30,000 and for Delhi-Va-
ranasi between Bs 200000
- He 400000, Many travel-
Iers areforced to explore al-
termative adrports as Highis
o Prayvagraj are a sellout,

This air fare under nor-
mal circumstances is
agrminst B 5,000 for a one-
way trip to these two cities
froom Delhi

This pattern of extreme
fare hikes during festive
SEASON OF rllqring major
evenis has always been
i conlentious ssue amd
causes deep loses to air pas-
sengers. While aidines de-

el the increases as a fune:
fiom of supply and demand,
passengers arpue thal it
amounts to profitcering.

A recent survey conduct-
ed by LocalCircles gath-
ered responses from over
30000 airline passengers
acroas 304 districts in In-

chin.

The lindings reveal thit &
i 10 pissengzers have paid
at least 1.5 times the stan-
dard fare at some point in
the last vear, with 36 per
ventexperiencing this three
tor Bve s,

Furthermore, 60 percent

of respondents want the
povernmenl to inlroduce
ceiling/upper limit for
airline fares which is fwo
titnes the standard fare.

It 15 pertinent o note here
that the government for
ruite soime time has been
talking of putting a cap
on airfare to prevent price
surges during peak times.

Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu
carlicr had assured that he
would review the trend of
ever-surging Might ticket
prices, *I really wanlt (o
delee into this issue (and)

P2

Airlines
make a
fortune from
Maha Kumbh

COMTINUED FROM P

how to make them a little
more accessihle, available
for the people of this coun-
try.” the aviation minisley
el =il

In Fehruary last year, a
parliamentary panel had
proposed that the govern-
ment should frame guide-
lines to rontrol sudden
aurges in airfares, adding
that “a route-specilic fare
eeiling can be ¢ cumined”,

Airlines argue that peak
pricing is a global norm,
but ronsumers want a
stricter regulation.
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'60% of fliers surveyed
want govt cap on airfares’

Most passengersclaim
they paid higher faresin
last12months

b4

BENGALURU, DHNS

inairfaresdue to the Mahakumbh,

eightintenairline passengers con-
firmed that they have paid excessively
high fares once or more in the last 12
maonths, up to 1.5 times the standard
fare or higher, as per a survey by Loc-
alCircles on Sunday.

Fares to Prayagrajand Banarasare
reported to have risen a whopping
300-600% as tourists flock in large
numbers. Consumers are reporting
airfares for Delhi to Prayagraj be-
tween Rs 20,000-30,000, and for
DelhitoVaranasibetween Rs 20,000~
40,000. This is against around Rs
5,000 foraone way trip to these cities
under normal circumstances.

Many fliershave alsobeen tryingal-
ternateairports as flightsto Prayagraj
sell out.

There have been over a hundred
consumer complaints received since
December last year on excessive air
fares, the survey said. Currently, six
out of ten airline passengers surveyed
want the government to cap fares at
two times the standard fare.

In the backdrop of a massive jump

“People understand airlines must
makea profitbut thereisastrong sen-
timent against evident profiteering
that is happening with Mahakumbh
travel and discontent that the regula-
toris failing to act,” stated the report.

However, this scenario is not un-
usual as airlines tend to hike fares
multi-fold every time demand goes
up during special events like festivals,
pointed out the report.

While the centre has been talking
of putting a cap on airfares to prevent
pricesurges during peak times, there
has been no concrete policy vet, the
reportadded.

For example, Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu. on taking
chargein June 2024, had assured the
media that he would review the trend
ofever-surging flight ticket prices. Be-
fore this, in February last year, a par-
liamentary panel had proposed that
the government frame guidelines to
control sudden surges in airfares.

The airlines, however, maintain
thatairfares are driven by supply and
demand.

Still, the survey revealed a mixed
sentiment as 22% of air passengers
were against the government putting
acaponair fare,

The survey received over 30,000
responses from airline passengers
located in 304 districts of India.
41% respondents were from tier-I
cities, 29% from tier-1I, and 30%
respondents were from tier-11L, IV, V,
and rural districts,

27 JANUARY 2025
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DGCAURGED AIRLINESTOADD FLIGHTS AND REGULARISE FARES

At 1 lakh round trip, airfares
skyrocket for Maha Kumbh

SWARAI BAGGOMNKAR
Mumbai, Janwary 27

THOUGH THE HRECTORATE
General of Civil Aviation
1|K]I:'A.:I ﬂ.rgrrl airhines last
weektomationalise faresonthe
Prayagra] route by adding
mare capacity, a look at spot
abrfares on the rou tethroms up
acontrasting pictum,

While  airfines  have
prompthyadded more flights,
airfares on mutes connecting
Prayagraj to the mst of the
country have skyrocketed to
nearly €1 lakh for a rovnd top
at a p.'lrlil:ular pni'n.l ma da}'
But, later the fare modemted up
to T50,000 on the same moute,
Severalroutes o the city have
beern ful I_-:r sald out, The DGCA
had met aidines on lanuary 23.

Prayagra| Arport achiewsd
a mcond-breaking feat during
the ongoing Maha Kumbh,
witnessng 3,17 2pas sengers
In justoneweek, operst ing 136
flights mseven days,and cross-
Inga historic mil estone of over

PRICING WARS

B Avintion regulator
cleared Bl extra
fiights in Jan, rbing

conmactivity

Airfine

B With availahility
ofnight fights, the
Frayagraj dirport now
& cparational Jex¥

B Several fiyers have
raied the lswe of
high asrfares, but govt
can do [itthe about it

Murmbal Prayagry Al India 7,000 Hon-atop Full Service
MurnbatPrayagra) | Indice .mhﬂtlnmh-ﬂ Eﬂ.ﬂl:i Hon-sen imeu
Delhi-Prayagra] IndiGa  Only return available at 25,000 Mor-itop Lenw Cioit
Delhi-Prayagrai [ diirincka | Ko ssats availabls Han-ttop [ Full service

Ahmedabad Prayagra Spicelet 58,000
Bengalure to Prayagraj Spicelet B0,000

Partiy .m.n;rtnp. Law Cost
| Hon-sop
Hurmbaito Prayagra]  Akasailr Only return available at 30,300 Non-stop

| Lew ot
Lo Cinst

5,000 passengers In a single
day, for the first time

The surge in demand has
leel o 3 mussive splke n abrfares
withthecheapest available seat
an a non-stop Bight in a low-
cost crrier (Spicefet) being
|.l|:h.'|:|J at 48 400 whilsa full-
service carmier [Air India) charg-

ing T97,000 both sides onthe

Mumbal to Pray agraj route.
|.1n|.|.'|:r:..' 18 stands out as
the peak travel date, indicating
||I_|.Lh|.-r travel Interest due to
the Second Shahi Snan {royal
bath] on Januwary 29 which is
comsidered highly auspicious
"lanuary 28 has recorded a
staggenng 67 5% increase in
booking volume compared to

atypicalday. Compared totha
same timie last }-mrwlwn no
event was held in Pravagraj,
the valume of buul\.ln_u:n has
surged by 1,776%, said Sky
scannet, & search aggregator
and travel agency.

For the first tme in 106
:,rmr:.ni'gill.rlt'ghts.tt ]'m':r.\p.u
Airportwere allowed sincethe

stantof theMaa. Thealrport ks
now opemat iomal 2dx7

To meet the Increased
demand for amr travel to I"m]m-
graj, the DGCA has approved
Bl additional 1bf! hts in Janu
ary, raising Prayagraj connec
tivity o 132 flights from
across India. "In view of the
Hieely sunpe bn demand, DGCA
met airlines on fanuary 23 and
urged them toincoease further
capacity by adding fights and
rationalise fares,” DGCA said.

While several flyers have
raised the issue of high abrfanes
an the i\'.:y'ﬂlgr.u:n:l ube, the o
emment candolittleabout it In
Dacembear Minlsterof State for
C vl Aviartiion Muarbidhar Mohol
told the Rajya Sabha that the
Cmtre E'.'I'Il.'l.'.'lu:r mefmins trom
repulating abrfames. "Alrfares am
not subject to regulation by the
epovernment and airfines have
thie e billty 1o detenmine their
airfares based on their opem
thonal needs, while adhering to
Rule 135 of the Aircratt Rokes,
1937."the min ister said.
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IndiGo chartsa
positive outlook

® The airlinewill add FINANCIALS
2newinternational PEATTENECEREERES
: : Sales 72030 B1520 88710
destinations by FY25 Ebitda 16640 2132023660
NP 6190 9410( 9220
INDIGO REPORTED FLAT y-0-y ppe (z) 1603 248.9 2388
Ebitdaof¥5,160croreand aPAT of 4 e | my o eeal
32,440 crore in Q3FY25. Excluding S;:’,;ﬁém e
forex losses/gains, Ebitda was 5% : : :
higher than our expectations. Rev- Rates —
enue passenger kilometers (RPK)  NetD:E 28, 10, 04
stoodat 35.5 billion,withapassenger ~ ROE (%) 1231 743 G413
load factor (PLF) of 87%, Available =~ RoCE (%) 250 289 280
SeatKilometers (ASK)of 40.8 billion,  Payout (%) 00/ 00{ 00
and a yield of ¥5.43.Management  valuations
noted thatrobust air traveldemand ~ p/py) 2&{] 167] | 174
duringthe quarterwasdrivenbythe  p/gy (y) 197 90/ 59
festive season,year-end holidays,and AdJ.EV/ i ]
a general rise in consumer demand. EBI ITD DAR() 104 83 73
However, this performance was sig- ;' eld (%) 00 ool oo
nificantly offset by a 1,460 crore e 1'5. 3"3 .'S_E
forex loss, as the rupee continued to = ) - -

depreciate during the quarter—a
trend that persisted into January
2025. Management remains confi-
dent thatasits international opera-
tionsexpand, it would serve as anat-
ural hedge.

Currently, over 60 aircraft are
grounded due to P&Wengine issues,
and managementbelieves thisnum-
ber would be in the 40s by FY26.
IndiGoadded fournewinternational
destinations in O3 and would add
twomorein CY25,takingthe total to
40.1t also added two new domestic
destinations and a total of 50 routes
in 3QFY25. Indigo remains
extremely positive about the
prospectsof the Indian aviation sec-
tor. Management continues to work
on its key promises with the cus-
tomer-first approach.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS Tue,

READ TD LEAD

IndiGo is working to strengthen
its global presence through strategic
partnerships and loyalty pro-
grammes. In FY24, the airlineserved
106.7 million customers and added
63 aircraft toits fleet. It had 8 strate-
gic partners and achieved a 27%
global market share in terms of ASK
duringthe year.To position itself for
long-term growth, managementhas
implemented proactive measures to
boostglobal brand awareness. IndiGo
is also enhancing its international
operations and continuously refining
its schedules to provide a seamless
travel experience. IndiGo is further
enhancing its international travel
and working relentlessly to adjust
schedulestoreassurecustomers,

MOTILAL OSWAL

28 January 2025 &9

https://epaper.financialexp: T
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ISLAMABAD

L]
Now, direct
B'desh-Pak flights
To further strengthen bi-
lateral ties, Bangladesh's
High Commissioner to
Pakistan announced plans
to begindirect air services
betwsen Bangladesh and
Pakistan. According to The
Express Tribune, Maham-
mad lgbal Hussain was
speaking at a press con-
ference in Peshawar on
Saturday. Hussain empha-
sised the deep and historic
relationship between the
two countries and ex-
pressed the intention to
initiate direct flights to fa-
cilitate travel and connec-
tivity.
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City activist demands price cap on flights to Prayagraj

MUMBE A

Mumbai-based RTI activist
has urged the union govern-
ment to implement a price
cap on flights to Pravagraj as
airfares have surged due to
Mahakumbh 2025. The Free
Press Journal had reported
on January 18 that the Mum-
baiPravagraj airfares have
rised by 600% amid high de-
mand for a holy dip at the re-

ligious gathering,

On Saturday, BT activist
Anil Galgali took to social
media to raise the issue of in-
creasing airfares on the
routes connecting Pravagraj.
Galgali highlighted the dif-
ficulty to get confirmed
tickets in the trains going to-
wards Mahakumbh. He
highlighted that apart from
Prayagraj, airfares for Agra,
Avodhya, Gorakhpur, Kan-

MAHA KUMEH 2025

pur, Lucknow and Varanasi
have increased exor bitantly,
costing from Rs 10,000 to Rs
17,000,

Galgali requested the
union government to place a
price cap on the maximum
airfare charged by airlines
“Government can place
price cap on flight rates,

specially the domestic
flights. This can help regu-
late the inessential surge in
airfares. This was also imple-
mented for domestic airlines
during Covid-19 pandemic,”
read Galgali's post.

He suggested that the pov-
ernment, airlines and regu-
latory authorities should
come together to control air-
fares. According to him, a
balanced policy will become

a relief for passengers, while
also providing stability to the
aviation industry

“Flight ticket fares usually
increase according to the
need of the hour. Govern-
ment and regulatory auth-
oprities can ensure o
restrict unnatural price rise
in guise of dvnamic pricing,”
Glagali added.

Galgali’s post comes
exactly a week after The

Free Press Journal reported
that passengers are facing
the heat of increased air fare
as the flight fares from
Mumbai to Prayagraj have
increased by 500% to 600%.
While most of the Indian
airlines announced new
flights and increased con-
nectivity from various In-
dian cities to Pravagraj
before the Mahalkumbh
started, the increased busi-

ness potential has also
turned into a costly affair
for the fliers.

The air fare for one-way
Mumbai to Pravagraj flight is
ranging from Rs 20,000 to Rs
30,000, Notably, the inflated
airfare is observed only until
February 26, the ending date
of Mahakumbh. Post Maha-
kumbh, airfares on the same
route return back to its nor-
mal fare of Rs 5,000,
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Centre asks

airlines to fly
more Kumbh
Mela services

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid complaints of sky-
rocketing airfares by pil-
grims headed 1o the
Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj,
the Civil Aviation Ministry
on Monday said airlines
had been advised to add
maore flights for them.

In a press statement, the
Ministry said 81 more
fMights were introduced in
January, taking the total to
132, The Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation had
asked airlines to add more
flights during Shahi Snan
on January 29 and Febru-
ary 3, and other key dates.

The Ministry said Akasa
Alr would fly from Ahme-
dabad to Prayagraj on Ja-
nuary 28 and 29, and oper-
ate nine flights from
Ahmedabad and 12 from
Bengaluru. Spicefet  will
connect Delhi, Chennai,
Guwahati, Bangalore, Ah-
medabad, Mumbai, Jaipur
and Hyderabad to Prava-
£rij in February.
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Jeju Air plane crash in South Korea:
Duck remains found in both engines

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

SEOUL: Both engines of the Jeju
Air plane that crashed last
month contained duck remains,
according to a preliminary
report, on Monday, with authori-
ties still trying to determine
what caused the deadliest air
disaster on South Korean soil.

Although it is rare for such
preliminary reports to go
beyond factual details, the report
gave no indication about what
might have led the aircraft to
land far down the runway with-
out its landing gear deployed,
highlighting the lack of immedi-
ate clues after the plane’s black
boxes stopped recording four
minutes before impact.

The six-page report released
by South Korean authorities a
month after the crash said both
engines of the Boeing 737-800 jet
contained DNA from Baikal

K

The wreckage of the aircraft
that crashed in Muan, South
Korea, onDec30,2024. REUTERS

Teals, a type of migratory duck
that flies to South Korea for win-
ter in huge flocks.

Experts say air accidents are
nearly always caused by a cock-
tail of factors.

The Jeju Air flight from Bang-
kok on December 29 overshot
Muan Airport's runway as it

made an emergency belly land-
ing and crashed into an embank-
ment containing navigation
equipment, called localisers, kill-
ing all but two of the 181 people
and crew members on board.

“After the crash into the
embankment, fire and a partial
explosion occurred. Both
engines were buried in the
embankment’s soil mound, and
the fore fuselage scattered up to
30-200 metres from the embank-
ment,” the report said, providing
some new pictures of the acci-
dent site.

Experts say a concrete struc-
ture at Muan airport supporting
the navigation system likely
raised the death toll.

The probe will dismantle
engines, analyse flight data, and
investigate the embankment,
localisers, and bird strike evi-
dence to determine the cause,
the report said about its next
steps
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INBRIEF

Passenger makes hoax bomb

threat on flight from Kochi

Tense moments unfolded after a passenger on an
IndiGo flight (Kochi-Chennai) claimed that he
was in possession of a bomb on Saturday night.
According to sources, Dayvis John, 35, a resident
of Chennai, got into a quarrel with another
passenger on IndiGo flight 6E 6904, and claimed
that he was carrying a bomb. This prompted the
pilot to inform the Air Traffic Control at Chennai
airport. After the flight landed in Chennai around
11 p.m., the authorities conducted a thorough
check, and found the bomb threat to be a hoax.
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Duck DNA in engines of Jeju Air plane that crashed: Report

REUTERS
SEOLL. JANLARY 27

BOTH EMNGINES of the Jeju Air
phnethat crashed last month oon-
tained duck remaing, according to
a prefminany report on Monday,
with authonities stll trying o de-
term invewhat cased the deadliest
Airdisaster on South Korean soil
Although it is rare [or such
preliminary reports (o go be-
yond factual details, the report

Thesite of the crash at Muan
International Airport. File

gave no indication about what
might have led the aircraft to
land Grdown the runway with-
out its landing gear deployed,
highlighting the lack ofimmed |-
ae clues after the plane's black
boxes stopped recording four
minutes before impact.

The six-page report released
by South Korean authorities a
maonth after the crash said both
engines of the Boeing 737-800
jet contained DNA from Baikal
Teals, atype of migratory duck

that fhes to South Korea forwin-
ter in huge focks,

Experts say air accidents are
neary always caused by a cock-
tal of lactors.,

The Jepu Air Mght from
Bangkok on December 29 over-
shat Muan Ao s rumvay as it
made aneémergency bdly Landing
and crashed inio an embankment
o Laining ravigaton equiprment,
callled] localisers, killing allbuttwo
of the 181 people on boarnd

“Alter the crashinto the em-

bankment, fire and a parial ex-
plosion occurned Both engines
were buried in the embank-
ment's soil mound, and the fore
fuselage scattered up o200 me-
ters from the embankment,”
the report said.
Theinvestgation will disman-
tie theengines, examine compo-
nents in depth analyse in-fight
and ar traffccontrol data,andin-
vestigate the embankment, lo-
Galsersand evidence ofbind ke,
the report stid shoult its ned Sops.
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IndiGo bets on overseas flights

By 2030, the airline plans to double in size and capacity for which it wants to use the A350 widebody aircraft

e —
daanish.anandi@inemint.com

ndiGo, India’s largest airline by
market share and fleet size, sees
the next phase of growth coming
in from international operations,
aceording to iis top executive.
*Aferw vears ago, our share of inter-
national {in terms of available seat
kilometres) was a little over 20%,.
Within a time span of less than three
years, our international percentage
last quarter was 28%. As Indiaevolves,
internationalization will continue,”
chiel executive officer Pieter Elbers
said in an interview with Mint. “For
that matterwe had abready purchased
the Airbus XLE, which should come
at the end of 2025: we have pur-
chased the Adrbus A350 which would
come in in 20977
Before the induction of A350 wide-
body aircraft, the airline is corrently
“investigating” the potential induc-
tion of some widebody aircraftwhich
will bea temporary solution. By defi-
nition it would be a temporary solu-
tion, it's not going to be a hundred
percent the exact same Indigo prod-
uct, bt I think wewill be ableto make

&

IndiGo's chief executive officer Pieter Elbers says Indian customers will have a

product which will be very much made to thelr needs.

it as close as possible to the real
IndiGGo product,” Elbhers said.

By 2030, the airline, operated by
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd, plans to
double in sizeand eapacity. “Fast for-
ward to 2030, we have aspiration for
Indigo to move from a primarily
Indizan domestic area into a global avi-
ation player. Against that backdrop,
the A350 s going to bea very impor-
tant part of it.”

REUTERS

“Indian customers will have a
product which will be very much
mide to their needs,” he said, without
iving details. “We will have a cost
bhasis, which will be competitive and
effective.” Consultancy firm EY India
sees rapid expansion of India's avia-
tion market asa big opporiunity for
Indian airlines to capitalize on the
erowing demand for both domestic
and international travel.

“To fully leverage this potential, it
iscrucial to devise a comprehensive
sirategy that not only addresses the
challenges posed by well-established
global players but also positions Ind-
ian cumiers as competitive and innov-
ative market leaders.” said Bhavana
Yerrumreddy, partner-aviation, EY
India

“Kev focus areas should include
enhancing operational efficiency,
investing in modemn fleets, strength-
ening route networks, and offering
stperior customer experiences,” she
said. "By staving attuned toevolving
passenger expectations and market
dynamies, Indian airlines can secure
a significant share of the booming
aviation market.” IndiGGo wants to
give passengers a chance to fly dire-
ctly to prominent international desti-
nations. “We will have an opportunity
for alotof consumers to v direct, 5o
we have the opportunity tofly direct
rather than to transfer,” said Elbers.

“Our new international flighes are
doing extremely well, the Indian con-
sumer wanits to fly to Thailand, Lang-
kawi: whatever we doin Central Asia
it continues to drive,” he said. Ind-
ipn's CEO believes that while the avia-

tion sector in India is growing and
demand isevolving, the airport infra-
structure should match that pace.

“The challenge is around (if T may
callit) the entire ecosystem. We need
to have airports which are ready to
deal with that growth; we need to
have procedures which are efficient
for connectivity we need to have pro-
cesses which are helpful for that,”
Elbers said. “Airports need to have
both the capacity and equality and,
importantly, have cost levels which
are a reflection of what people are
ready to pay in the market.”

IndiGio reported an 18% year-on-
year dipinits Decemberquarter con-
solidated net profit at 12449 crore
versus T2 998 crore. The revenue
from operations increased 14% to
22 11 crore from 19,452 crore a
year ago. Depreciation of the rupee
apainst dollarwasone of the reasons
for the decline dip in its profits.

“We as an airline cannot control
the forex, we just have todeal with it,”
Elberssaid. “We've taken measuresin
terms of hedging and foreign sales .
but we cannot control it.”

Foran extended version of this stovy,
o to livemint.com
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‘Aviation growth could slow on
supply woes, better road infra’

i :
vanuni kigilvernint.com
HEW DELHI

he travel and tourism
T sectoris expected tosee
double-digit growth in
the coming vears, with both
domesticand outhound travel
continuing to expand. Rajesh
Magow, co-founder and group
chief executive of online travel
agency MakeMyTrip said.
While domestic lights have
seen double-digit srowth so
far in 2025 on high demand
and limited supply, Magow
said short-term challenges like
limited Might availability and
the rising preference for road
travel due to improved infra-
structure might moderate the
aviation sector’s growth.
“Interms of airlines, supply
is ponstrained but is trickling
in. The prices in airlines will
et fixed when the additional
supply comes in by next year.
Aviation nuy have also lost out
a little bit in favour of ground
transport, as road infrastroc-
ture in the country is getting
better,” he told Mint. Despite

fs

Rajesh Magow, co-founder
and group CEQ, Makebdy Trip.

these factors, Magow believes
that the travel sector will still
see robust prowth, “The over-
all travel and tourism growth
for the next two, three vears is
going o be in the double digit
between 10-15%,” he added.
When it comes to rocm tar-
iffs, there may be little to no
relief for travellers during
peak events like concerts,
events and during holiday sea-
soies, but hoteld rates, in peneral
would remain moderate. “This
vear we have noticed that
hotel rates have increased only
3-4%over the same period last

year across the board. Barring
largeeventsand concerts and
increases during peak seasons,
when rates tend to be high, 1
don't see hotel rates as an issue
hecanse there is also a growing
availability of alternative
accommodations which trav-
ellers are picking from,” he
added.

As part of last week’s quar-
terly update, Nasdag-listed
MakeMyTrip reported a 24.8%
year-on-vearrevenue growth,
reaching $267.4 million,
driven by heightened demand
across various travel services,
particulardy air ticketing (up
18.6%), hotels and packapges
{up 17.2%), and bus ticketing
{up 3L7%). The company also
saw impressive growth in
ancillary services like carrent-
als, rail, and insurance, which
surged by 110.7%. Net peofit for
the quarter rose to $27.1 mil-
lion, up from $24.2 million a
vear aga, while adjusted net
profit increased to $44.9 mil-
lion, compared to $38.9 mil-
lion in 2023,

For an extended version af
the story o to liveminLcom
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India, China to resume direct
flight service, Mansarovar yatra

JAYANTH JACODE & New Dein

INIMA and China have agresd
wpon i slew of peoplo-centric
measures (o stabllise and re
build the relat lonship boetwoen
two nations following an agroe

ment last October ammed &t eas
ing tensions along the border
during & tweday visit of For

elpn Secretary Vikram Misri to
Beljing that ended on Mondoy:

Theese m ensures o normallsas
the relationship include an in
principle agreement to restart
direct air services, resumns the
Knilash Mansarovar Yatra, re
vive mechianlsms for trans-bor
der rivers, and increase people
fo-people exchanges,

The two aldes have alao
agreed to a number of com-
memorative acthvities o mark
the Tath anniversary af the es
tahlishment of diplomatic rela-
tons, a Ministry of External
Alfairs release sald

“Thetwo sides agreed o take
approprinte measures to fur
ther promaoie and facilitate peo-
pleto- people exchanges, inclod-
Ing medin and think-tank
interactions, They agreed in
principle to resume direct alr
services between the fwo coum
tries; the relevant technical au-
thorities an the two sides will
mesed and negotiate an updated
[ramework for this purpose at
on early date”, the pelease said.

“As agreed betwesn Prime
Minister Norendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping at thelr
meeting in Kazan in October,
Foreim Secretary and Chiness
Vies Foreign Minister Sun Wel

[hinese {omign minitter Wang Yimeets Fomign Seretany Yikam Misl i @pijng | ae

The two sdesagreed to tnke measumes to further facilitate people-to-
people suchanges.. agreed in principle toresume dimct air services
betwnen the two coontries; and negatiate an updated fmmewos: for
this purposs at aneady date — Mnistryof Evtenel i reieass

dong reviewed the state of In-
dia-China bilateral relations
comprehensively and agresd to
tnke certaln poople-centrie
ateps to stabilize and rebuild
tes”, it said

The two sides also agreed to
bl am early mesting of India
Chima Extpert Level Mechanism
o dizcuss resumpd lon of provl
sdan of hydrological data and
ottver cooperat ion pertainingto
trans bomler rivers

“Specifle concerns in econom-
o and trade areas were dis
cuased with a view to mesolvwe
these jssues and promote long:
term policy transparency amd
predictabilitg” the release said,

Since Indin and China
meached an understanding on
the disengagement of foroes on
Oectober 21 last year, the two
sldes hiwe revitallsed several

mechanisms to address long-
standing border disputes and
normalise relations, which had
Fallen to miew lows

Dhuring his visit, Foreign Sec
retary blisri held talks with
Forel gn Minister Wong Y1, and
Minister ol Inmternatonal De-
partment Liu Jianches, As per
0 Chinese foreign ministry roo
denst, Wang said the fwo sides
should *meet each other hall
wy” and “commit to mutal
understanding aml support.”
while svoiding " mutusl suspl-
clon and allenat bon™

Wang also said the * improve-
ment and development of Chi-
na-India relations is in line
with the imdamental Interests
af the two count e es™ amd woudkd
be “conducive to saleguarding
the legitimate rights and inter-
estaal the Giobal Sauth,”
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India, China resume direct flights,
Kallash Mansarovar Yatra in 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

ndia and China on Monday
decided to  resume  the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra as

the two sides agrct:d to take

cerfain people-centric steps to

"stabilise and rebuild® ties.
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said this

following Foreign Secrelary
Vikram Misri's talks with his
Chinese counterpart  Sun
Weidong in Beijing.
It said the two sides also
a‘-{grﬁ.ﬂj in principle o résiime
irect air services between the
iwo countries. "As a.grfi:d
between Prime Minister
Marendra Modi and President
Xi Jinping at their meeting in
Kazan in October, the two

sides reviewed the state of

I_i:Ha-{._,hina.

bilateral
relations  comprehensively
and agreed to lake certain
people-centric  steps Lo
stabilise and rebuild tes” the
MEA said.

In this context, the two sides
decided to resume the Kailash

Mansarovar Yatra in the
summer of 2025," it said. The
MEA said the two sides also
agreed te hold an early
meeting of the India-China
expert level mechanism to
discuss
provision of hydrological data

resumplion of

and other cooperation
pertaining to  trans-border
rivers.

It said the two sides agreed to
I:a]u.- appropriafe measures to
further promote and facilitate
people-to-people exchanges,
including media and think-
tank interactions. “They
agreed in prlnupi:: to resume
direct air services between the
two countries; the relevant
technical authorities on the
two sides will meet and
negotiate an updated
framework for this purpose al
an early date,” the MEA said.
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra was
blupp:ﬂl in 2020 due to Covid
restrictions,  followed by
border tensions started after
tussle at Galwan, where both
sides lost more than 50
soldiers
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Add Prayagraj flights, check
soaring fares: Govt to airlines

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Centre has di-
rected airlines to add flights
to Prayagraj in the wake of
some round-trip fares surg-
ing to over Rs 50,000 around
Maha Kumbh’s important
snan dates — Jan 29 and Feb
3, 4, 12 and 26. The directive
from DGCA followed a TOI
report Monday on skyrock-
eting fares to Prayagraj aro-
und these dates. According-
ly, it advised airlines to “en-
sure sufficient capacity to
accommodate passengers”.
Soon after, aviation min-
istry said in a statement
Monday that Akasa would
operate flights to Prayagraj
onJan 28 and 29 from Ahme-

dabad. “Next month, the air-

line plans to operate nine
flightsfrom Ahmedabad and
12 from Bangalore to Praya-
graj, adding about 4,000
seats. Spicedet is set to
launch flights to Prayagraj
from Delhi, Chennai, Guwa-
hati, Bangalore, Ahmeda-
bad, Mumbai, Jaipur and
Hyderabad, adding about
43,000 seats in Feb,” the
statement says.

UPgovtsaysoverl3crore
people have taken the dip
during Maha Kumbh that
started on Jan 13. Given the
sheer numbers, airfares
have surged not just to Pra-
jaygaj but also to nearby air-
portslike Varanasi.

Travel portals show Chen-
nai-Prayagraj return tickets
for Jan 28 and back two days
later are costing above Rs
53,000. A return trip from Kol-
kata on these dates is costing
over Rs 35,500; from Hydera-
bad/Mumbai/Delhi it’s over
Rs 47,500 and from Bengaluru
it’s Rs 51,000 plus.

There’s a similar rise
around the three remaining
important snan dates — Feb
3 (Basant Panchmi), Feb 12
(Maghi Purnima), and Feb
26 (Maha Shivratri and con-
cluding day of Maha Kum-
bh). Announcing extra fli-
ghts Monday, the ministry
said the additions are ex-
pected to “ease pressure on
faresand improve overall ac-
cessibility for devotees and
tourists”. Centre explained
how Maha Kumbh proved
transformative for Praya-
grajas an aviation hub.
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Ahead of key event at Maha Kumbh,
airfares to & from Prayagra] hit 50,000

Times News NETWoRK

New Delhi; Airfares to Praya-
graj have skyrocketed ahead
of the Jan 20 Mauni Amavasva
snan. Travel portals show
Chennai-Prayagraj  return
tickets for Jan 28 and back two
days later are costing above
53,000, A return trip from Kol-
kata on these dates is costing
over £35,500; from Hyderabad/
Mumbai/Delhi it's over #7500
and from Bengaluru it's 751,000
plus.

There’'s a similar rise
around the three remaining
impaortant snan dates — Feb 3
(Basant Panchmi), Feb 12
(Maghi Purnima), and Feb 26
(Maha Shivratri and the con-
cluding day of Maha Kumbh),
Return fares to Prayagraj for

RISE IN NUMEBERS: Visa proc-
essing platform Atlys has reported
a 21.4% increase in in-bound
travel to India for spiritual purpos-
es

Feb 14 and return two days lat-
er is costing upwards of 33,000
from Delhi; over 240,000 from

Hyderabad/ Chennai/Kolkata
and over #5000 from Mum-
bai/Bengalur.

Anil Kalsi, vice president,
Travel Agents Federation of
India, said: “We are seeing tre-
mendous enthusiasm from not
just India but among the dias-
pora and foreigners too for the
Maha Kumbh, Airfares have
gone up as demand is far grea-
ter than supply Accomimoda-
tion s also hard toget.”

The otherwise sleepy air-
port in the holy city is setting
new records handling night
fights for the first time in 106
vears, getting an international
fight for the first time in 93
years, and footfalls, “Prayagraj
airport has achieved new mile-
stones during Maha Kumbh
2025. With 17 additional flights

0 an average, a maximum of
46 daily flight movements, ex-
panded connectivity to 15 desti-
nations, and 24x7 operations,
the airport ensures seamless
travel. The terminal area has
been upgraded to handle 1,650
passengers per hour” the avia-
tion ministry said on X for the
Airports Authority of India-
run airport on Sunday

Maha Kumbh is attracting
pilgrims from all over the
world., Visa processing plat-
form Atlys has reported a
4% increase in in-bound
travel to India for spiritual pur-
poses, primarily driven by Ma-
ha Kumbh and other major fes-
tivals. The surge for applica-
tions is largely driven by trav-
ellers from the UK and USA, it
Says.
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