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HC rejects AAT’s claim over land
after allotment to 3 political parties

SHEKHAR 3INGH & New Deihi

THE Delhi High Court has
refused to interfers with the al-
lotment of a 2.0524-acre land
parcel in the upscale Vasant Vi-
har locality to three palitical
parties, rejecting a long-stand-
ing claim by the Alrports Au-
thority of India (AAI). The
land. originally granted to AAL
for conatructing residential
quarters for its officials, was
reallocated to the Samajwadi
Party, Janata Dal (United), and
Mizo Peace Foundation after
the Union Government can-
celed AADs allotment in 2002

A division bench of Justice
Prathiba M Singh and Justice
Rajneesh Kumar Gupta ob-
served that the land had al-
ready been reallocated and de-
veloped by the political parties,
making it impractical to re
verss: the process,

“The allotment in favour of
the political parties connot now
he disturbed, and accordingly
the re-allotment of the Vasant
Vihar land is not possible in the
opinion of this Court,” the
bench ruled, AAT had initially
recelved the land to construct

120 dwelling units for its em-
ployecs but was urablke Lo com
mence work before the cancel-
Iation of its allotment. Despite
multiple representations to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation and the Comm ittes on
Disputes, no resolution was
reached. In 2016, AAI ap-
proached the High Court, chal-
lenping the land’s reallocation
to political parties, argulng
that it was not provided
any justification for the
cancellation.

However, during the legal
battle, the polifical parties pro-
ceeded with construction un-
der varions judicial directives.

The High Court noted that

MNBCC fiats can be
considered for allocation

*If the alternate land is not a
feasible proposition. the flats
constructed by the Natlonal
Bulldings Construction
Corporation (NBCC) can be
considered for allotment as per
AA|'s reguirernent s, at discounted
charges covering only
construction and malntenance
osts,” the court suggested.

since AAL had rejected an alter
nate land allotment offered by
the povernment, the possibility
af reversing the existing allot-
ments was unfeasible

“The AAL being a statutory
aumthority under the Airports
Authority of Indis Act, 1994,
had made the necessary pay-
ment for the Vasant Vihar land.
A mere delay in construction,
especially by an autonomous
body, cowld not have automati-
cally led to forfelture of its
rights over the land,” the court
observed, While dismissing
AATs plea, the court acknowl-
edged that a resolutlon was
necessary for the welfare of
AATs emplovees.
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Air India to focus
on traffic growth
at Delhi airport
Esh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air India will continue oper-
ating from Delhi and will not
launch flights from the soon-
to-open Noida International
Airport (NIA) in Jewar.

Air India’s focus is on
maximising traffic growth at
its Delhi hub by opening new
routes and tweaking sched-
ules.

However, the carrier’s no-
frills brand Air India Express
will operate from the NIA,
which is expected to start in
June, and Hindon airport, in
addition to Delhi.

The decision to stay put in
Delhi is driven by limited ca-
pacity addition and ongoing
retrofit of its planes.

“Why would we split the
hub across the two airports?
Fundamentally, that is the is-
sue,” he remarked.

Air India wants to ensure
that its aircraft are deployed
on the most productive
routes, he added.

Delhi airport sees over
1,200 air traffic movements
(departures plus arrivals)
daily.

Air India is the second
largest airline operating at
Delhi after IndiGo with 436
daily flights planned in
March.

In contrast Air India Ex-
press has 96 flights daily in-
cluding departures and ar-
rivals.
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Infant’s body found in Mumbai
airport washroom, probe begins

Neha LM Tripathi and
Megha Sood

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: The body of
anewborn baby was found aban-
doned in a binat Mumbai airport’s
Terminal 2 washroom on Tuesday
night, airport officials said on
Wednesday, terming it the first
incident of its kind in the country.

“Housekeeping staff found the
newborn in the bin of the family
restroom in the boarding area of
the domestic side of T2. The clean-
ing staff alerted CISF and airport
officials. The local police were
then immediately informed,” an
airport official said.

Maneesh Kalwaniya, DCP for
Zone 8 in Mumbai, told HT, “The
body of the newborn found at T2
was ofa full-term male child.”

“A case has been registered

under BNS sections 91 and 94.
Investigations will reveal further
details,” headded.

In the newly implemented
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
Section 91 addresses acts done
with the intent to prevent a child
from being born alive or to cause
its death after birth, punishable
with imprisonment up to 10 years,
while Section 94 deals with con-
cealing a child's birth by secretly
disposing of the body, punishable
with imprisonment up to 2 years.

The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport (CSMIA)
spokesperson verified the incident
but denied commenting as invest-
gations were underway.

An airport official, however,
confirmed that the incident took
place in the family washroom
located near boarding gates 43
and 44.

“Ateam of Sahar police rushed
to the airport and took the new-
born to the nearest hospital, where
doctors confirmed that the baby
was dead,” a second official said.

“The body of the newborn was
sent for the post-mortem exami-
nation to find out the exact cause
of death. We have registered a case
against the unidentified parents of
the child for disposing of the
body,” a police official said.

Anairline official said rules do
not allow pregnant women to
travel in the final month of preg-
nancy. “..no Indian airline allows
women in their ninth month (of
pregnancy) to take a flight.”

“We are scanning the CCTV
footage of the airport to find out
who disposed of the body and also
coordinating with the airlines to
get passenger lists,” another offi-
cial from the police station said.
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e risky 2025 travel

trend of arriving minutes before flight

Akanksha Agnihotri
hanksha sgnibatd ghtdgitsl in

Irport etiquette has
always been a hot
topic, from middle
seat armrest debates
o avolding overpowering
scents. Lately, ravellers have
been focused on avolding
alrport time altogether.
Enter airport theory, the
latest rravel trend taking
over the internet. Some jet-
setters swear by it, while
others are putting it to the
test. So, is it worth the risk?

‘What is airport theory?

Alrpornt theory is shaking
up how we think about pre-
flight time, with travellers
showing up just 15-20
minutes before boarding.
While the trend s gaining
traction on social media and
it sounds like a thrill ride, ir's
not for everyone.

For those who love living
on the edge, especially if you
show up last minute or packs
on the samé day, this might
be a perfect fit. But for the
super-organtsed folks who
arrive hours early, the idea of

rushing to the gate might
seem insane.

‘Why are travellers trying
airport theory?

Not everyone enjoys
killing time at the alrport.
For some wravellers, this
theory is all about saving
money, as alrports are
designed to i2mpt you [nto
spending at overpriced shops
and restaurants. For others,
it's about cutting down on

Traffic jams, long security
lines or unexpected delays at
baggage drop can
completely derail last-
minute arrivals. And if vou
miss your flight? You're
dealing with rebooking
hassles, extra stress for
afrpart staff who have to
accommodate panicked
passengers.

There's also the risk of
getting bumped from an
overbooked flight. Alrlines
often close gates early and

standby passengers who
show up on time could take

~. your seat. In case, overhead

and long walks to the gate,
getting through an airport
can be exhausting. While
some love lounges or the
reassurance of seeing their
gate early, others would
rather skip the waiting game.

Why this trend might
backfire?

Ieverything goes
smoothly, you might breeze
through check-in and
security with time to spare.
But it could also lead wa
full-blown travel disaster.

bins fill up before you board,
you will have to check your
carry-omn at the last minute,
costing extra money and
adding more inconvenience.

How early should vou
really arrive?

The ideal time to arrive at
the alrport depends on
airport size. airline policies
and security wait times.
Smaller alrports may allow
for more flexibility, while
major hubs require the
standard two-to-three-hour
buffer.
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SMP takes initiative to clean garbage from Bagdogra Airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SILIGURI: In a bid to tackle
the growing garbage disposal
issues at Bagdogra Airport, the
Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad
(SMP) took the initiative to
clean the garbage from the air-
port by using Solid Waste Man-
agement (SWM) system. This
decision comes in light of the
increasing number of passen-
gers at the airport, where gar-
bage accumulation has become
a significant concern.
Previously, there were no
specific arrangements for waste
disposal at the airport, with
accumulated garbage being
dumped in a designated area

# The initial plan involves transporting the accumulated
waste to the newly-established Huduvita Garbage Dis-
posal Unit, approximately 17 kilometres from the airport

» From there, the waste will be transferred to the plastic
processing unit at Ghoshpukur, where it will undergo
further treatment and recyding

» "We have been focusing on setting up Solid Waste
Management systems in all Gram Panchayat areas to
keep the entire Mahakuma Parishad region clean and

garbage-free..

and later disposed of by air-
port staff. However, with the
ongoing expansion of the air-
port, this method of disposal

is no longer feasible, prompt-
ing the need for a more sus-
tainable solution. As the area
falls under the jurisdiction of

the Naxalbari Gram Panchayat,
there were limited resources
available for handling such
large amounts of waste. To
adfress this challenge, the SMP
has taken the initiative, ensur-
ing proper waste disposal and
keeping the airport surround-
ings clean. The initial plan
involves transporting the accu-
mulated waste to the newly-
established Huduvita Garbage
Disposal Unit, approximately
17 kilometres from the airport.
From there, the waste will be
transferred to the plastic pro-
cessing unit at Ghoshpulur,
where it will undergo further
treatment and recycling.
Arun Ghosh, the Sabhad-

hipati of SMP said: “We have
been focusing on setting up
Solid Waste Management sys-
tems in all Gram Panchayat
areas to keep the entire Mag.:—
kuma Parishad region clean
and garbage-free. Given the
rising number of passengers
at the airport, it was essen-
tial to address the waste
management issue’’

The SMP has also mobil-
ised resources to support the
initiative, with a fleet of four
trucks for garbage collection,
one tractor and 20 e-rick-
shaws to transport waste.
Additional arrangements will
be made to ensure consistent
waste management.
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Aviation regulator, domestic carriers

—
Rohit Vald
Hew Delhi

Civil aviation  regulator
DGCA and a group of do-
mestic carriers have agreed
o the norms for airfare data
sharing. Matably, the move
comes after the aviation reg-
ulator started an exercise to
analyse  airfare  pricing
trends,

husinessiine was the firstto
report last week that the
Centre had started an exer-
cise to keep a close watch on
any alleged manipulation in
determining ticket prices by
airlimes. Accordingly, airfare
metzdats was sought from
airlines for fiscal vears 2022
23and 2023-24.

However, sources told
busingssiine that two leading
airlines in terms of market
share opposed the plan to

FARE DISCLOSURE. Members of the Federation of Indian
Airlines have agreed to furnish aggregated airfare data to DGCA

submit metadata on abrfares
1o DGCA.

On Wednesday, Federa-
tion of Indian Airlines' Dir-
ector Ujjwal Dev said, “Fol-
lowing  discussions, the
DGECA has Kindly accepred
F14%s request that FIA mem-
ber airlines furnish agprep-
aved airfare data to enable
DGECA to anabyse  airfare
trends.”

“The FIA and its members
wish to thank the DGCA for
itsunderstanding in the mat-

ter and look forward towork-
ing closely with the DHGCA
and the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation  towards  ensuring
growth of the ecivil aviation
sector by providing greater
air comnectivity at affordable
fares in the country.”

FIA represents IndiGo,
Adr India and Spicelet,

The “pushback” from air-
limes had come after airfares
to and from Prayagraj last
month witnessed an expo-
nential rise due o high

agree on norms for sharing airfare data

traffic for the Mahakumbh.
Similarly, spikes in air-
fares have been observed on
routes serving locations that
host major events, such as
cricket matches or concerts.

DEREGULATED AIRFARES
“Sinpe  airfares are com-
pletely deregulated, it is very
difficult w ger this kind of
data without bringing all the
stakeholders on  board”
sourees told bustnesslin,

Presently, airfares in India
are  derepulated, meaning
they are determined by mar-
ket forces of demand and
supply.

However, airlines are re-
quired to publish their fare
buckers or Reservation
Booking Designators.

These price buckers are
monitored by the  Tariff
Monitoring Unit, set up by
the aviation regulator,
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Summer flight schedule: Modest
capacity addition to jack up fares

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

The modest capacity in-
crease in the summer flight
schedule, along with high
passenger traffic demand, is
projected to drive up air-
fares, according to industry
insiders.

Speaking to businessline,
industry insiders blamed the
slower rate of aircraft induc-
tion as well as airport capa-
city constraints for the mod-
est flight additions in the
summer schedule 2025
(S525), eftective from March
30to October 25, 2025.

This newspaper on Tues-
day reported that on a year-
on-year basis, the Indian car-
riers will operate only 5.5 per
cent more flights to and from
129 airports.

According to the 2025
schedule released by DGCA,
the overall flight departures
will rise to 25,610 per week
from 24,275 in §52024.

On a sequential basis,
flight departures during
SS25 grew only by 2.41 per
cent per week compared to
the winter schedule 2024
(WS24).

“The 5.5 per cent increase
in flight capacity may not
meet the soaring demand,”
said Jagannarayan Padman-
abhan, Senior Director &
Global Head (transport, mo-
bility, and logistics) at Crisil

f;.r

Market Intelligence and Ana-
lytics.

“This imbalance could
drive up fares, benefiting air-
lines with higher profitabil-
ity despite the limited capa-
city expansion,” he said.

On the other hand, the
latest data set showed that
India’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic grew by 11.04 per
cent at 1.40 crore (1.26
crore) in February 2025 on a
year-on-year basis.

FARE HIKE

“Airfares are expected to rise
exponentially, especially
during the upcoming sum-
mer season, as capacity addi-
tion is quite low in the sum-
mer schedule due to aircraft
groundings and lower induc-
tion rates,” industry expert
Mark Martin of Martin Con-
sulting said.

“The only solution at hand
for airlines is to double oper-
ating hours from nine to 18.
However, at this rate of util-
isation, the aircraft would re-
quire earlier overhauls.”

Earlier, at an event last

week, Air India’s chief exec-
utive and managing director,
Campbell Wilson, said that
the slower rate of aircraft de-
liveries due to global supply
chain constraints is impact-
ing the industry’s growth
plans. The situation could
persist for another four to
five years.

FLEET STRENGTH
Presently, there are 813 air-
craft in the fleet of scheduled
airlines.

Out of these, 680 are oper-
ational and 133 are grounded
(The Aviation Ministry fig-
ures do not include wet-
leased aircraft.

As per ‘S825," IndiGo had
the highest number of flights
approved under the sched-
ule.

IndiGo will operate 14,158
flights per week, up 8.49 per
cent on a y-o-y basis, fol-
lowed by Air India at 4,310,
up 89.20 per cent; Air India
Express at 3,375, up 38.49
per cent; and Akasa Air at
1,089, up 20.60 per cent.

The approved flight
strength of Spicelet went
down by 25.17 per cent to
1,240 and that of Alliance Air
by 41.96 per cent to 520.

Star Air’s approved flight
strength rose to 58.31 per
cent to 505, and Fly91 by 515
per cent to 123. FlyBig will
operate 176 flights and In-
diaOne 114.
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DGCA relents, allows airlines to
submit aggregate airfare data

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has accepted a
request from airlines to submit only aggregate airfare data instead
of granular details, according to the Federation of Indian Airdines
{F1A). This marks a dimbdown from the regulator’s earlier demand
for detailed fare records, including individual ticket prices,
booking dates, and passenger counts over the past two years. The
DGCA had sought the data in December following public outrage
owver skyrocketing fares during peak travel pericds. BS REPORTER
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Parl panel calls for DGCA
involvement to control airfare

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ithcomplaints galore

aboutrising airfare, a

Parliamentary panel
has recommended empower-
ing DGCA to impose a tempo-
rary price cap, an Al-powered
predictive monitoring system
tomonitor pricing trendsand a
mobile app to report arbitrary
fares.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Transport,
Tourism and Culture also sug-
gested setting up an Aviation
Interior Quality Commission
to monitor aircraft interiors,
taking a cue from a complaint
raised by Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan about
a‘broken and sunken’seat.

In its report on Demand for
Grants of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation (2025-26), the panel
said the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) lacks
capacity to proactively moni-
torand regulate airfare trends
and it needs a transformative
approach leveraging advanced
technology.

The panel headed by se-
nior JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha
recommended empowering
the DGCA with quasi-ju-
dicial authority to ‘impose
temporary price -:aps or pen-
alties’ on airlines ‘engaging
in exploitative practices’.
APricing Transparency Index’
should bedeveloped torate air-
lines on theiradherence to fair
pricing norms and this infor-
mation should be made public
through a consumer-facing
portal, it said.

The panel also wanted the
establishment of a ‘stringent
airfare pricing regulation
mechanism’ - an Al-powered
predictive monitoring system,
which it wants to call ‘AirPrice
Guardian'-toaddress consum-
ergrievancesonairfaresurges
during peak travel periods and
emergencies, while ensuring
transparency and fairness in
pricing practices.

“By establishing dynamic
fare bands for each route, up-
dated quarterly through pre-
dictive models, this system will
empower regulators to moni-
tor deviations in real-time and

take preemptive action against
excessive pricing,”itsaid while
suggesting arevamp of the ex-
isting Tariff Monitoring Unit
(TMU) with Al-driven tools
for real-time data analysis and
anomaly detection.

Another recommendation
was a mobile application ‘Air-
fare Vigil', modeled on the
Election Commission'scVIGIL
app, toenable citizens toreport
instances of arbitrary airfare
pricing by uploading evidence
such as screenshots of ticket
prices and contextual details,
It should also have featureslike
real-time geo-tagging, auto-
mated complaint trackingand
time-bound resolution.

Taking cognizance of re-
ports concerning premature
deterioration of seating mate-
rials, ergonomic failures, and
technological obsolescence
plaguing multiple airlines, the
panel also wanted the setting
up of the Aviation Interior
Quality Commission to imple-
ment rigorous testing proto-
cols, sustainability guidelines,
and accessibility standards
across all domestic carriers.
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Airbus Stepping Up India Sourcing,

But a Plant will Have to Wait;: CEO

A final assembly line may be in consideration for the next generation of planes, says Faury

Arindam Majumder

Toulouse: Airbus, the world’s lar-
gest plane manufacturer, sourced
components worth $1.4 billion from
India in 2024 and will increase it up

to $2 billion by 2030, its chief executi-

ve Guillaume Faury said.

However, the European company
has no immediate planstosetup a
final assembly line in the count-
ry as it has already increased
production facilities to cater to
the target of building 75 air-
craft per month by 2027.

“If you compare our sour-
cing from India to other re-
gions, with the exception of
the US where we source engi-
nes, that’s on the top,” Faury sa-
1d in an interaction on the si-
delines of Airbus Sustaina-
bility Summit here.

“A final assem-
bly line may
be in consi-
deration
for the

next generation of planes, but for
the current generation, I don't think
it makes sense for both India and
Airbus,” he added.

Faury underlined that a final as-
sembly line is only 7% of an entire
aircraft. However, increasing sour-
cing leads to creation of an ecosys-
tem of companies which create
jobs, he said.

“The added value
of the final assem-

bly line 1s very

symbolic, but the-
re’s so much more
keythingsthatare
coming today
from India, like
engineering, data,
system = systems
software and also
- areasof excellenceof

India,” Faury said.
“India should play on
1ts strengths and
not try to re-
plicate
what

others ha-

@ seLr-ReLIANCE

ndiashould playon

itsstrengthsand not try
toreplicate what
others have been
doinginthe past

GUILLAUME FAURY
CEO, Airbus

ve been doing in the past,” he said.

Airbusand its Americanrival Boe-
ing are facing mounting pressure
from the Indian government to set
up plants in the country, which has
become one of the largest markets
for thecompanies.

Last year, 9.4% of Airbus’s total de-
liveries were allocated to India, with
IndiGo alone accountingfor 7.6 %.

With around 1,500 planes, Indian
airlines have the largest order book
in the world.

Airbus already has 10 final assem-

bly lines around the world - four in
Hamburg, two in Toulouse, two in
the US and two in China.

“While we like to be manufactu-
ring in the main countries where
we are operating, our setup is al-
ready very complex and fragmen-
ted, and we have built the capaci-
ty,” Faury said.

Airbus has a significant presence
in India, with over 3,600 employees
across its various sites and supports
more than 15,000 jobs through its
supply chain, as per its website.

Last year, it awarded the cont-
racttomanufactureandassemble
its A220 Family aircraft doors to
Bengaluru-based Dynamatic
Technologies.

“I see a lot of competitiveness, and
the growth of business is on highly
sophisticated systems, which can be
both re-engineered and optimised
by engineering in India and manu-
factured in India. That is what we
are doing with Indian companies,”
Faury said.

(Thereporterisin Toulouseon
invitation from Airbus.)
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DGCA Relents
as Airlines Push
Back on Fare
Data Demand

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Civil aviation regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has for settled
foragegregated data from airlines
to analyse airfare trends, back-
ing off from its earlier demand
for passenger level data that the
carriers opposed.

The regulator will use the data to
study the trend of airfare over the
last two years.

“The DGCA haskindly accepted
FIA's request that FIA member
airlines furnish aggregated air-
fare data to enable

DGCA to analyse air-
fare trends,” the Fe-
deration of Indian

Ailrlines (FIA) said in
a statement. The industry body
represents Air India, SpiceJet
and IndiGo.

In December, the regulator asked
airlines to submit data on each pas-
senger, suchasthefareleviedalong
with the booking date and the base
fare, as well as the number of pas-
sengers on the flight.

Theregulator wanted to study the
trend of air ticket prices after a
public furore over high charges du-
ring peak seasons, said people awa-
re of the developments. Tata Con-
sultancy Service, which is the digi-
tisation vendor for the DGCA, has
been tasked for the study, they said.

In December, the regulator asked
airlines tosubmit data on each pas-
senger, suchasthefareleviedalong
with the booking date and the base
fare, as well as the number of pas-
sengers on the flight.

Airlines have refused to share
such data saying it was commerci-
ally sensitive and proprietary data.
According to them, sharing such
granular level data with external
agencies or consultants will hurt
competitiveness and risk viability
of their business strategy.
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DGCA relents after
airlines push back on

past airfare data

The Hindu Burcau
NEW DELHI

Following a pushback from
airlines to the aviation reg-
ulator's demand to subimit
airfare data for every ticket
sold in the past two years,
the DGCA has backed
down and accepted aggre-
gated data instead.

*The DGCA has accept-
ed FIAs request that FIA
member airlines furnish
agpregated airfare data to
enable DGCA analyse air-

fare trends,” the Federa
tion of Indian Airlines (F1A)
said. FIA represents Air In-
dia, Spicefet and IndiGo.
“We will analyse the da-
ta 1o know what is the truth
{about claims and counter
claims on airfare spikes),” a
senior DGCA official said.
“The Centre's airfare
scruting followed a com-
plaint in January by VHP
mational spokesperson Vi-
nod Bansal on exorbitant
airfares to Prayagraj during
the Maha Kumbh festival.
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Delhi must rationalise
its VAT rate for jet fuel

he Delhi government would do well to respond
Tpositively to the Union civil aviation ministry’'s

suggestion on reducing the value-added tax
(VAT) it charges on aviation turbine fuel (ATF). Delhi
airport saw a record 80 million passengers last year
despite a 25% VAT on ATF, but this could change once
the new airportin Jewar in Uttar Pradesh (UP)
becomes operational. UP has said it will be charging a
much lower 1%; indeed, 25 states and Union
territories charge VAT between 1% and 4%.

Given the large share of fuel in an airline’s
operating costs —40-45% as per one estimate — high
VAT rates such as Delhi’s will mean that airlines may
choose to fly to and refuel at a National Capital
Region (NCR) airport with lower rates, once such an
alternative becomes available (Jewar and Hindon in
the NCR are close to Delhi). If the Delhi airport
becomes uncompetitive, it will be a drag not just on
the investment made in the airport but also the
ancillary infrastructure that has come up around it.

Bringing the VAT down to a more competitive rate
— the civil aviation ministry recommended 4% —
may seem a tough ask for the Delhi government. VAT
and GST collections were the only components of its
revenue that just about met the budgeted projections
for the current fiscal, even as overall revenue
collections dipped. That said, a lower VAT on ATF
could be offset to a significant degree by the ensuing
gains. It would lower the burden on domestic
airlines, some of which are struggling to recover
costs. Improved airline health and competitiveness
against foreign airlines due to the elimination of the
tax disadvantage will have spillover gains for Delhi in
terms of jobs, sales, and a boost to tourism and
hospitality. These benefits could well be reflected in
the Capital’s overall economyv.
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[ BUSINESS } INCREASED FLYING
‘Airline ops to rise
by 5% in summer’

Indian airlines are set to operate more than 5%
additional departures this summer compared to the
previous year, according to data shared by the civil
aviation regulator, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA). The data pertains to the summer
schedule, which outlines the flying slots airlines will
receive. As per the data, Air India shows an 89.20%
increase in weekly departures this summer
tompared to same period last year. HTC
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The Airbus order book has more than 1,300 aircraft
to be delivered to Indian carriers. ELOOMEE

India sourcing of
Airbus to hit $2 bn

ircraft maker Adrbus’ anmual scarcing of
A components and services from Indiawill

be rmmped upsignificantly to towch §2
billicn before 2030, its CEO CGuillmme Faury
has saidd as he emphasised that the country
should play onits stremths mther than replicate
what others have done in the past.

For Airbus, currently the sourcing of
companentsand services anmially is 1o the une
of 514 billion from [ndia, which is alsoone of the
world s fastest prowing civil aviation markeis.

Dieseribing India as one of the most impeortant
markets for Airbies in termes of growth, Faury
satied the chiallenge for the airoraft makeris o
suppart the speed of the growth of the aviation
indhuestry in India.

The Airbus order book has more than 1300
airerafi to be delivered to Indian carers and
InekiCGio alone hasmore than 900 planeson
order, incloding wide body A350s

Amomg them, there are firm onders foc 50
ASS0s from Adr India and 30 from IndiGo.

Corrently, there are around 700 Airbus
anes inoperstion in ndia, which is aiss one of
the fastest growing cvil aviation market=. P
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5% more domestic flights this summer

New Delhi: With noclearti-
meline for the delaved Grea-
ter Noida and Navi Mumbal
airports, the Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has finalized the
summer schedule for do-
mestic flights without facto-
ring them in. The schedule
will be revised once their
operational dates and capa-
cities are confirmed, expec-
ted later this summer,
DGCA has approved
25,610 weekly domestic de-
partures from 129 airports

for the summer 2025 sche-
dule, up from 25,007
from 124 airports in winter
2024-25. “"Ambikapur, Da-
tia, Bidar, Porbandar, Pa-
kyong, Rewa, and Solapur
are the new airports, while
operations from Azam-
garh and Rupsi have been
suspended,” DGCA said.
Compared to last sum-
mer's 24,275 flights, this
marksa5.5% increase,
Summer schedules run
from the last Sunday of
March to the last Saturday

of October, and winter sche-
dules from the last Sunday
of October to the last Satur
day of March. The regula-
tor updates flights as new
airportsopen.

Among major airlines,
Air India will see the big-
gest capacity jump, up 67%
from 2,586 to 4,310 weekly
fights, almost doubling
last summer's figures. Al
Express will rise 18.2% to
3,375, Market leader IndiGo
will see a modest 3.4% in-
crease to 14,158 flights. rw
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Flyer tries to
open door
mid-flight

Times News NeTwoas

Hyderabad: A 58-year-old
man tried to open the emer-
gency door of a Dammam-Hy-
derabad IndiGe jet mid-air,
just before its scheduled lan-
ding at Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airporton Tuesday

Police said Mohammad
Rader Osman allegedly did
this out of curiosity, and he
was detained for questioning.
A case has been registered
against him. Osman, acity re-
sident, works for a private
firm, police said.

According to police, a few
minutes  before  landing,
Osman tried toopen the emer-
gency exit door When an indi-
cator alerted the cabin erew,
they rushed to the exit and fo-
und that Osman had removed
the cover plate of the emer-
gency door and was attemp-
tingtoreattach it. Thecrewin-
formed the pilot, who alerted
alrport security Upon lan-
ding, CISF personnel handed
Dsman over topolice,
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