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Launch of Taj Cochin
International Airport
hotel on Dec 28

COCHIN INTERMAT-
ﬁ OMAL AIRPORT will
Inaugurate Taj Cochin

International Airport, a
five-star hotel on its premises,
by Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan
on December 28. — AGEMCIES
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2025 promises to be
exciting for aviation

onstruction is on at a frenetic pace to

complete the Noida International Air-

port (NIA), a 100% subsidiary of

Zurich Airport International. The
first flight is scheduled to take off from the
runway in April 2025. In the first phase, the
35,730-crore new airport with a single run-
way and the terminal building is expected to
cater to 12 million passengers annually. Vali-
dation flights began at the facility earlier this
month.

Trying to match the pace of NIA but still
lagging is the most urgently needed airport
in the country — the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) — something most
Mumbai residents have long given up hope
of ever seeing completed. Getting NMIA off
the ground will be a big achievement and a
feather in many caps including CIDCO (the
agency that has been struggling with
it for decades) and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself, who has
taken a personal interest in the
project. As things stand, the project
is 83% complete and the target is to
get the domestic terminal opera-
tional by April, and international by
July, but most expect a delay of a
few months to get all requisite clear-
ances.

Viability remains a question mark for NIA
while Navi Mumbai is likely to hit the ground
running as Mumbai’s current facilities are
notoriously inadequate, Several smaller air-
ports around the country are in need or
likely to see upgrades, but it is these two new
greenfield airports that will attract national
attention.

‘With the total passenger numbers projec-
ted at between 160-174 million for the com-
ing year (ICRA estimates), a growth of 7-10%
over 2024, the lens of the industry will also
be trained on the progress of Air India,
which merged with Vistara in 2024. Many
loyal passengers of Vistara have reluctantly
moved to Air India and as is perhaps to be
expected, notes of discontent and unhappi-
ness with the erstwhile national carrier’s ser-
vice standards have begun to come in.

Itis too early to pass a verdict since Air
India is yet to get its own act together and
deliver in any discernible manner, although
itappears to have turned the corner from a
business point of view under Tata group's
watch and guidance. As per news reports,
the airline’s losses came down from over
11,000 crore in FY 2023 to close to 34,500
crore in FY 2024, a reduction of 60%, which
is no mean achievement. Passengers and
industry observers however remain severely
disappointed at the pace of change set by the
airline and the management team at the
helm has been accused of “more talk, less
action” by the industry and the travelling
public. Its progress will be keenly watched

THE REVIVAL OF SPICEJET
WAS A BIG SURPRISE

FOR THE SECTOR IN 2024,
MANY HAD GROUNDED
THE AIRLINE SINCE THE
PANDEMIC TOOK A SEVERE
TOLL ON THE AIRLINE’S
FUNCTIONING.

Anjuli
Bhargava

through 2025.

Similar scrutiny is on the cards for the
market leader IndiGo, which is in the process
of reinventing itself. In 2024, IndiGo
announced its decision to introduce a second
aircraft — a wide body — in its fleet, a
momentous decision for any airline that has
stuck so firmly to its core till now. With the
order for 30 A350-900 (with options for
another 70), the fundamental tenets on
which this business stood for 18 years will be
altered forever.

More recently, along with bumper profits,
the carrier has also started offering business
class on busy domestic routes, a logical cor-
ollary of the bigger decision of entering the
wide body and thereby, long-haul space.Ina
nutshell, this means that after 18 years as a
low-fare carrier, IndiGo will metamorphose
into a full-service one over time. It is
fair to say this is a seminal moment
for any airline in its journey and this
transformation will be one of the
most closely watched by airline
industry professionals not just in
India but globally too. Industry
observers, however, greeted the news
with a muted response as the deci-
sion amounts to rocking a pretty
steady boat in choppy waters.

The industry will also be tracking the
progress of the smaller players — which have
now acquired a new significance to prevent
the ill effects a duopoly (Air India and
IndiGo) brings forth. Whatis now clear is Jet
Airways and Go First are unlikely to see any
kind of revival. Akasa, which has been grow-
ing quietly at a steady clip, has, reportedly,
large losses on its books, This is likely to be a
worry for a management that has no large
corporate backing and lost its primary
backer with the passing of Rakesh Jhunjhun-
wala in 2022,

The revival of SpiceJet, India’s oldest low-
fare airline, was a big surprise for the sector
in 2024. Many had grounded the airline since
Boeing's troubles began and the pandemic
took a severe toll on the airline’s finances and
functioning. After struggling for almost four
years, the airline managed to raise funds
through a qualified institutional placement
in September 2024, The continued survival of
the carrier against all odds has been attrib-
uted to its chairman Ajay Singh's never say
die attitude and his ability to influence devel-
opments affecting the business in his favour.

Let me end with an interesting aside. In
2019, India’s largest private airline Jet Air-
ways ceased flying and shut shop. 2020 was
the pandemic year when all airlines globally
halted operations for a short time as the
world came to a standstill. In 2021, India's
national carrier was sold to one of India’s
largest business conglomerates, the Tata
Group. All three years were biggies for the
aviation industry — more gloom than joy but
dramatic, nonetheless. In comparison, 2022,
2023 and 2024 were relatively tame years for
the sector even though one airline went
downin 2023,

So, will the coming year break this jinx
and offer more to chew on for India’s airline
sector? Watch this space through 2025 for
the answer.

Anjuli Bhargava writes on governance,
infrastructure and the social sector.
The views expressed are personal
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Cost of

airport
amnesia:
<100cr

IMRBAN AHMED SIDDIOQUY

New Delhi: High-ond cell-
phones, laptops, wallets, smart
watches, gold and diamond
jewellery, and belleve it or
not — a two-month-old infant
whose parents were (oo busy
on their mobiles to cire.

When a stunned CISF
survelllance team at Mum-
bai airport found an iPad, a
Macbook, gold and dinmond
jewellery and $6,000 in cash
in two handbags inadvertently
lent behind by a Dubai -based
businesswoman at Mumbai
alrport last year, it swivelled
the spotlight on an unusual
mound. The CISF is in charge
ol security at the airporis

Owver the past two years, be-
longings worth over T100 crore
have been left behind at the
country's 68 alrports and most
remalned unclaimed, CISF
officlals say they have no idea
how to reanite the luggage
with thelr owners,

In 2014, the CISF launched
a lost-and-found facility on its
official website where it uploads
details of the contact persons
the passengers can approach
to claim their lost belongings.
The CISF uploads a list of all

rotrieved ftems along with the
davte anvd the nameof the airport
where they had been found.

“Wie have witnessoda stondy
rise in the number and vale of
belongings left behind by flyers
over the past few years. Most
of them don't approach us to
clabm theldr lost luggage. Maybe
they assume that they will
néver get back their lost items,”
sild a CISFofficial

“Those who contact us
get back thelr lost valuables,”
he said.

According to the data com-
piled by CISF, flyers loft behind
items worth 758 crore at air-
ports across the country in 2023
compared with 55 crore in X2

An analysis of the data
shows that people most com-
monly left behind high-end
cellphones, laptops, tablets,
whallets, smart waiches, gold
and diamond jewellery, cam-
erns, Bluetooth headphones,
earpods, sunglasses, reading
glasses and jackets

Sources sald Oyers left be-
hind lugeage worth 710 crove at
Delhi airport, 78 crone at Mum-
bal airport, 25 crore at Hyder-
abad alrport and 2.5 crore at
Caleutta abrport in 2082

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Cost of

airport
amnesia:
<100cr

» FROM PAGE 1

A CISF olficial posted ot Cal-
cutta alrport sald around
00800 Hems were reooversd
every man i but very fow poeo-
ple came back 1o claim their
belongings.

All retrieved ltems are
kept In the lost-and-found sec-
th of an alrport for & ponth
before being transferved to
the centrmal storsge unit whene
they are kipl for 90 days. The
nirport authorities anction
the items if they remaln un-
claimed lor over a vear from
thee duite of recovery.

A former CISF direc-
tor-gemeral blamed the forget-
Malness of Nyers o Uhe sness-
il modeyn [ife

“Flyers are always busy
el tl-task kg and at the same
tme worried about fights or
hassled by security chocks.
The moment they enter the
nirport, some start working
on laptops whiles others keep
specking on moblle phones
Perhaps there |s a lack of
locus that makes them forgst
things,” he said.

He recounted an inclden
where a couple left behind
their two-month-old daighter
sl & ciefieterin at Indlm Gandhl
International Abrport loungs
in 2003, The parents had
stopped for coffes after flying
in from Mumbal and walked
away without thelr daughter,
The cafeteria’s stafl alert-
ed the CISF when the infn
begn walling.

“Both of them wepe busy
talking on the phone and
left the airport without their
baby. They reallsed it only
after reaching their home in
Ghazlabad and rushed back,
So far it has besn the most
bizarre incident of forgst-
fulness we have come neross
ot the alrports " the former
CISF DG said

DECEMBER 2024



AtRPOR 'S AUl HORITY OF INEHA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 27 DECEMBER 2024

Beware, parts of city to see

cold-day COIldlthIlS rain

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Partsof Delhico-
uld get rain and see cold day
conditions on Friday and Sa-
turday, India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has said.

A cold day is declared when
the minimum temperature 1s
below 10 degrees Celsius and
themaximum is lowerthanthe
normal by 4.5 degrees or more.

There was a possibility of
very light rain on Thursday
night and there could be light
to moderate showers on Fri-
day and Saturday:

Safdarjung, the city’'s base
station, saw dense fog on Wed-
nesday with the lowest visibi-
lity of 100 metres.

Palam saw moderate fog
with visibility dipping to 300
metres. Over 20 trains were
delaved due to fog. Some
flights were delayed at Delhi
airport that reported mode-
rate fog. An airport official
said the delays happened due
to adverse weather condi-
tions at the origin airports.

The maximum tempera-
ture on Thursday was 24.1
degrees Celsius, three degre-
es above normal. It was 1.7
degrees higher than Wednes-
day’s maximum temperatu-
re. The minimum temperatu-
re was 8.2 degrees Celsius,
one degree above normal.

Themaximum temperatu-
reis predicted to dip to 20 deg-
rees Celsius on Friday and Sa-
turday. “A western disturban-
ce and its interaction with
easterly winds is likely to cau-

-

Tarun Rawat

L
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COLD AND POLLUTED, A DOUBLE WHAMMY

Over 20 trains

were delayed

due to fog. Some
flights were delayed
at Delhi airport

that reported
moderate fog

se light to moderate rainfall
or thunderstorms over north-
west and central India in the
two days. Delhi is likely to re-
cord light to moderate rain,
and isolated areas may wit-
ness cold day conditions,” a
Met official said on Thursdayw.

IMD has sounded a yellow
alert for light to moderate ra-
in and cold day conditions on
Friday and Saturday.

“A western disturbance li-
es as a trough in middle tro-
pospheric westerlies. It 1s ve-
ry likely to interact with lo-

wer-level easterly winds over
central parts of the country,
leading to high moisture fee-
ding from the Arabian Sea as
well as the Bay of Bengal ma-
inly during Dec 27 and 28. Un-
der the influence of these sy-
stems, isolated to scattered
rainfall, accompanied by
thunderstorms, lightning
and gusty winds (wind speed
30-50 kmph) is likely over
Punjab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Delhi, west Uttar Pra-
desh,east Rajasthan, Madhya
Maharashtra, and Madhya
Pradesh on Dec 27 and 28,”
IMD said in its bulletin.

In this Dec so far, Safdar-
jung has logged 3.5 mm of ra-
infall as against the month’s
normal of 8.1 mm.

In Dec last year, the city re-
corded just ‘trace’ rainfall,
and the month ended with a
100% rain deficit.
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Cops take action against 9
cabbies at airport in 2 days

V.Narayan@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The arrestof acab-
biefor duping an NRI by char-
ging him Rs 2,800 for a 10-min-
ute ride, comes around a we-
ek after an autorickshaw dri-
ver was held for robbing a
18-vear-old US-based student
from Sangli, Vishwajeet Pa-
til, of Rs 3,500 0n Dec 17,

D Vijay (49), the NRI who
isvisiting Indiaafter three ye-
ars for a family reunion, was
shocked when the cabbie, Vi-
nod Goswami. displayed a fa-
reof Rs2,8000n a counterfieit
app during their midnight jo-
urney. “The businessman
was startled when the driver
demanded Rs 2,800 for a mere
10-minute journey to a Vile
Parle hotel, Goswami was ar-
rested based on the mobile
number and car details he ga-
ve Vijay, asking him to call
him whenever he arrived
next in Mumbai,” said a 8a-
har police station officer;

After checking intohis ho-
tel, Vijay consulted the mana-
ger about the fare. “Upon rea-
ching Nagpur, | mailed the
complaint on Mumbai polic-
e's email ID after discovering
from the hotel staff that their
pickup service costs only Rs
700 and what I paid was four
times more,” Vijay told TOL

Vijay said, “This seems to
be a new way of cheating by
showling a fake app that looks
like Ola and Uber: People fly-
ing into Mumbai might be
unaware about the fare. Befo-
re filing the complaint, I as-
ked my friend in Mumbai to
check the mobile number
that theaccused had given me
asking to call him for his ser-
vice whenever Iland in Mum-

OVERCHARGING AND THREATS

Dec 17 | Sahar police ar-
rested autorickshaw
driver Ritesh Kadam
(26) for robbing a
19-year-old US-based
chemical engineering student
Vishwajeet Patil from Sangli
of 3,500 on Dec 14 when the
fare to Chembur showed ¥106
on his meter. The student was
travelling from Mumbai air-
port. Kadam called somecne
in front of him and threatened
him into paying up

Sept 3 | Sachin Shuk-
la filed a complaint
with traffic police
after autorickshaw driver San-
jay Pathak made him get down

midway when he asked to

switch on the fare meter, He
had hired the rickshaw from
outside the domestic airport

Nov 22, 2022 | A cab driver
was arrested for molesting

a 45-year-old woman at the
airport after he allegedly tried
to pull her hand when she
refused to enter his cab

Oct 2016 | Cab driver

Manoj Gurnani (51)
was arrested at ?
the airport for ask-

ing a passenger to

give him change for a 71,000
note; when the passenger
handed him two 2500 notes he
replaced them with two 7100
notes and asked for more

bai, and found it to be genui-
ne, The details were then sha-
red with cops who nabbed
him.”

The businessman recom-
mended installing clear sign-
age outside the airport to sa-
feguard tourists. He said he
noted the lack of anadequate-
ly staffed help desk at Mum-
baiairport.

Responding to the email
complaint, Sahar police ar-
rested Goswami within 12 ho-
urs and seized his vehicle.

They also deploved plain-
clothes officers to monitor
the airport area for fraudu-
lent drivers. “Over two days,
we took action against nine
such drivers and seized their
vehicles for attempting to de-
ceiveairport passengers,” sa-
id an officer. Fraudulent dri-
vers usually operate between

late- night and early-morning
hours, said the officer.

In the Dec 17 case of the
student, Sahar police arres-
ted Ritesh Kadam (26) using
vehicle information from the
RTO. The incident occurred
when Patil, studying in the
US, returned for holidays. Po-
lice confirmed Kadam's vehi-
cle was seized and he admit-
ted to targeting the student
believing the newcomer wo-
uldn't report the crime,

Theofficer said in both ca-
ses, the drivers assumed their
victims wouldn't file police
complaints, “Many such offe-
nees have occurred in the past
but none of the victims like
Patil or Vijay has approached
the police, giving the confi-
dence to such drivers to dupe
or rob people who are new to
the city,” said an officer
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Azerbayjani arrlmer Azerbaijani jet
{{?nmd from page 1) )
crashes off Kazakh s s e vy 21
. = According to Kazakhstani officials, those onboard the plane
included 42 Azerbaijani citizens, 16 Russian nationals, six Ka-
city, 38 killed _ _
™ = - - ;‘:_ = -J‘L E

zakhstani and three Kyrgyzstani citizens. - AP

MOSCOW, Dec 25: An Azerbaijani airliner with 67 peo-
ple onboard crashed on Wednesday near the Kazakhstani
city of Aktau, leaving 38 dead, according to officials.

The plane was en route from the Azerbaijani capital of
Baku to the Russian city of Grozny in the North Caucasus.

Kazakhstan's Emergency Ministry said ina Telegram state-
ment that those on board included five crew. A total of 29
survivors, including two children, have been hospitalized, the
ministry told Russia’s state news agency, RIA Novosti.

Another Russian news agency, Interfax quoted medi-
cal workers as saying that four bodies have been recov-
ered and emergency workers at the scene as saying
that both pilots, according to a preliminary assessment,
died in the crash.

* SEE PAGE 2
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IndiGo stock takes off
on rating upgrade

~_ FLYING HIGH

e LR Rl i ==BSE 100 152
= Bk Somen  Eme=iID

Elara Capital gives
‘buy’ rating after
Indigo’'s highest-ever

traffic in November

TREMAT TIWAEY
Mk Dwita 18 Dacarabet

ndiGo's share price rose 277

per oemten bt an intaday peak

of B4 736,30 per share on Thur-
sday as it geined momentam for
ke thind sraight session. Over the
past three rading sessions, the
stock s jumped .86 per cent,
buoyed by the recent announce
ment of the Directomie General of
Chvil Aviation (TRFCAL

The conntry’s aviation regulaor
anmoumde thae Movwember 20024 ooy
the highez-svertmific inthe hisnry
of Indlian domesic sviation. Reporns
indirate that IneSiCea schievesd 3 bds-
erriemileanne by becoming the fir
airline in Tndia to carry oveer 10 ool
lion passengsss. in a mooth. Of this.
207 milllon were domestic iray-
ellers, while the st consisted ol
internaical passengers.

Thuls-alsn marked IndGo's high-
st -ever domestic passEn ger count
since it incegition 1A venrs agn, sur-
passing the previous record of S
million i October 2024 amd E52
million in December 3123 Dece-
mbex 2034 is expecied o osei
anmber record. The alrling’s share
seiled at 04, 71690, 1=p 235 per cent
dor 1he cay, while the broader BSE
Sermew settled flat with o negadive
iz at THATTAS fevvels, The BSE MO
ended 015 per cent higher o
I5,17499. The mily in IndiGo’s
share price followed 5 mting
upgrade from domestic beokemgs
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upgraded the stock o Ty’ from
=l and mised the inrget price to
E5309 From E3847 indlcaing an
upside of 21 per cer.
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above §50 il and adelay o returm
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at S0 per cent In HIFY25 acconding
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ozl upgrades, alrpon capacity is
expecied (D SUpPO 2 12 per cem
demand CAGE |n FYZSE-IRE.
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lowing the opemingal 3 new airpan
Im Gioa s the adition of o second
runway in Bengaloru, respective
dermand grew 13 percent and 9 per
cer in A year, oulperiorming pan-
Enifiia prowth by LA45 basls poines
(s} amad. H38 bps, respectivedy.
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Iyt i Flars Capitl sai Indis will
reguire at least 12 addirional air-
ports with o 10 milllon plus pas
senger capacity. By comparison,
China oot only has aboo 300 per
centmoes abports handiing 50 mil
lionpias passengess than Indla but
al=o a higher share of such alrpens
inithe total (15 per cem in China ver-
sus abwoust 75 per cemt in Iodia)
Large arders to-drive
fectaddition
Acconding to Elam Capial, since
F¥2l, largs carriers have demon-
mmarcd their ability iomanage fle=t
retisements i balance supply wiille
kevernging sobust 1600 phs onders
o meet Armg demsand growth
Arcording vo IndiGo's QRFY2S
call, aizrmaft an ground s expecred
tovdecrease from the caren: high
&l 1o the mid-40s by QEIFYIE. A
mrike at Boeings 737 Max pendisc
tion facilily hes delyyed ramp-up,
lirsiti g monshby afrcraft deliveriss
to Adr Indla fo four in HICYISE
feompared to foar I HIFYIS and
greater tham siw in HIFVZ), creating
an ppportunity for IndiGo o galn
market share, Elara Caplial high-
lighted ina nowe
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38 dead after Azerbaijan Airlines

plane crashes in Kazakhstan

Pilots attempt
emergency landing
after bird strike

——

MOSCOW, AP

azakhstan officials say

38 people have died after

n Azerbaijani airliner

crashed on Wednesday near
the Kazakhstan city of Aktau.

Deputy Prime Minister
Kanat Bozumbaev disclosed
the death toll while meeting
with Azerbaijani officials, the
Russian news agency Interfax
reported.

Azerbaijan's prosecutor gen-
eral’s office said previously that
32 of the 67 people on board
the plane had survived.

The Embraer 190 was en
route from the Azerbaijani
capital of Baku to the Russian
city of Grozny in the North
Caucasus.

Preliminary information
showed that the pilots divert-
ed to Aktau after a bird strike
led to an emergency on board,
Russia’sstate newsagency RIA

Emergency specialists working at the crash site of an Azerbaijan Airlines passenger plane

near the city of Aktau, Kazakhstan on Wednesday. reUters

Novosti quoted Russia’s civil
aviation authority, Rosaviatsia,
assaying.

Kazakhstan's Emergency
Ministry said in a Telegram
statement that those onboard
included five crew. A total of 29
survivors, including two chil-
dren, have been hospitalized,
the ministry told RIA Novosti.

Another Russian news agen-
cy, Interfax. quoted medical

workers as saying that four
bodies have been recovered
and emergency workersat the
scene assaying that both pilots
died.

The plane crashed while
attempting an emergency
landing 3 kilometers (1.8 miles)
from Aktau, Azerbaijan Air-
linessaid.

The Prosecutor General's
Office said that the number of

32survivorswasn't final, and ac-
cording to Azerbaijan’s Foreign
Ministry some of them were in
critical condition. The number
of survivors could mean that
over 30 people may be dead.

According to Kazakh offi-
cials, those aboard the plane
included 42 Azerbaijani citi-
zens, 16 Russian nationals, six
Kazakhs and three Kyrgyzstan
nationals.

Maobile phone footage circu-
lating online appeared to show
the aircraft making a steep
descent before smashing into
the ground in a fireball. Other
footage showed part of its fuse-
lageripped away from thewings
and the restofthe aircraft, lving
upsideinthegrass. The footage
corresponded tothe plane’sco-
lours and its registration num-
ber.

Some of the videos posted on
social media showed survivors
dragging fellow passengers
away fromthe wreckage.

Flight-tracking data from
FlightRadar24.comshowedthe
aircraftmaking what appeared
tobeafigure-rightonce nearing
theairportin Aktau, itsaltitude
moving up and down substan-
tially over the last minutes of
the flight before impacting the
ground.

FlightRadar24 separately
said in an online post that the
aircraft had faced “strong GPS
jamming”, which“madetheair-
crafttransmitbad ADS-Bdata”,
referring to the information
thatallows flight-tracking web-
sites to follow planes in Mlight,
Russia has been blamed in the
pastfor jamming GPS transmis-
sions in the wider region.



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI 27 DECEMBER 2024

The world’s busiest
airline routes are

largely in Asia

Seven of the world’s 10
busiest international
airline routes connected
destinations within the
Asia-Pacific region,
according to a report
by aviation data
provider OAG.

Hong Kong to Taipei
1s the world’'s busiest
international flight
route with a total of 6.8
million available seats.
In second place is Cairo
to Jeddah, while Seoul to
Tokyo rounded off the top
three with 5.4 million
scheduled seats.

“With the Asia Pacific
region very close to a
full recovery, the busiest
routes are concentrated

Crowded skies: Top 10 busiest flights

1 OJnhn F Kennedy
A Ulnternational

Airport, New York, to
Heathrow Airport,
London: 4.01 million

Suvarnabhumi
International Airport,
Bangkok, to Changi
Airport, Singapore:
4.03 million seats

Soekarno-Hatta
International Airport,
Jakarta, to Changi
Airport, Singapore:;
4.07 million seats

Suvarnabhumi

International Airport,
Bangkok, to Hong Kong
International Airport,
Hong Kong: 4.2 million
seats

s Dubai International
Airport, Dubai, to King
Khalid International
Airport, Riyadh:
4.3 million seats

PIC: GETTY IMAGES

in the familiar major
hubs of Hong Kong, Seoul
and Singapore,” said
John Grant, chief analyst
at OAG.

A new hub emerges

To determine the busiest
routes, OAG analysed
the volume of scheduled
airline seats fromJanuary

M~ Incheon

¢ )International Airport,
Seoul, to Kansai
International Airport,
Osaka: 4.98 million seats

Kuala Lumpur
International Airport,
Kuala Lumpur, to Changi
Airport, Singapore:
5.38 million seats

«)Incheon International
Airport, Seoul, to

Narita International

Airport, Tokyo:

5.4 million seats

¢ ) Cairo International

~ Airport, Cairo, to King
Abdulaziz International
Airport, Jeddah:

5.47 million seats

Hong Kong
A _International Airport,
Hong Kong, to Taiwan
Taoyuan International
Airport, Taipei:
6.8 million seats

>

to December 2024. The
routes listed reflect
round trip flights rather
than one-ways in a single
direction.

“One of the most
interesting developments
is the growth in Middle
East markets, with a
particular emphasis on
Saudi Arabia,” Grant

added.

Surprisingly, it isn’t
businesspeople flying
between corporate hubs
that is driving the largest
flight volumes in the
Middle East. Rather,
it's travellers heading
between Jeddah and
Cairo, a route that seems
to point mostly to leisure
vacations, proving
that leisure continues
to outshine corporate
trips four years after the
pandemic brought it to a
standstill.

An old favourite
The top-10 is rounded off
by a familiar route — New
York to London — 1in
10th place. It is the only
transatlantic trip on the
list, featuring four million
scheduled seats — a five
per cent increase over
2019 levels — and the only
listed route with points
in either Europe or North
Americae

— Bloomberg
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Vadodara’s 1st int’l flight by mid-"25

FPJ NEWS SERVICE

WADDDARA
—

Vadodara is set to make its
debut on the international avi-
ation map with the launch of
the Vadodara-Dubai flight ser-
vice by Air India Express, ten-
tatively scheduled for mid-
2025, This milestone will mark
the city’s first international
flight, further elevating its con-
nectivity and global reach.

Launch Timeline Linked
to Aircraft Delivery
According to officials, the
much-anticipated fight ser-
vice depends on the arrival of
Boeing 737 aircraft ordered by
Air India Express. The
delivery, which has been
delayed, is now expected by
March 2025 Once the aircraft
is received, the airline will be
able ™ commence operations
on the Vadodara-Dubai route.
Preparations for the service
are already underway.

Customs officers have been

appointed, and immigration
staff has received the necess-
ary training to manage inter-
national passengers. These
efforts ensure the airport will
be fully equipped to handle
international flights once the
service begins

State-of-the-Art Terminal
Ready for Operations

Vadodara Alirport boasts a
world-class Integrated
Terminal Building, inaugur-
ated by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi in 2016

Constructed at a cost of ®160
crore, the terminal is designed
o handle international oper-
ations. In March 2023, during
his visit to Vadodara, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah offi-
cially approved customs and
immigration faciliies, paving
the way for international ser-
vices

Strategic Importance of
Vadodara Airport

The inclwsion of Vadodara
Airport in  the National
Monetisation Pipeline high-
lights its strategic importance.

Ameng the 25 airports ear-
marked for leasing between
2022 and 2025 Vadodara
Airport stands out for its
potential to enhance Gujarat’s
avistion network. Currently,
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT) operates ning airports in
Gujarat, while Ahmedabads
Sardar  Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport is man-
aged under a Public-Private
Partmership (PPP) model by
the Adani Group.

Boost to Regional
Development

The Vadedar-Dubai flight ser-
vice is expected to significantly
boost regional development. It
will provide direct interna-
tional connectivity to residents
and businesses, opening up
opportunities  for  tourism,
trade, and investment.
Additionally, the service will
strengthen Vadedara s position
as a key player in Gujarat’s avi-
ation and economic landscape.



Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBATI 26 DECEMBER 2024

Vadodara’s 1st int’l flight by mid-"25

FPJ NEWS SERVICE

WADDDARA
—

Vadodara is set to make its
debut on the international avi-
ation map with the launch of
the Vadodara-Dubai flight ser-
vice by Air India Express, ten-
tatively scheduled for mid-
2025, This milestone will mark
the city’s first international
flight, further elevating its con-
nectivity and global reach.

Launch Timeline Linked
to Aircraft Delivery
According to officials, the
much-anticipated fight ser-
vice depends on the arrival of
Boeing 737 aircraft ordered by
Air India Express. The
delivery, which has been
delayed, is now expected by
March 2025 Once the aircraft
is received, the airline will be
able ™ commence operations
on the Vadodara-Dubai route.
Preparations for the service
are already underway.

Customs officers have been

appointed, and immigration
staff has received the necess-
ary training to manage inter-
national passengers. These
efforts ensure the airport will
be fully equipped to handle
international flights once the
service begins

State-of-the-Art Terminal
Ready for Operations

Vadodara Alirport boasts a
world-class Integrated
Terminal Building, inaugur-
ated by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi in 2016

Constructed at a cost of ®160
crore, the terminal is designed
o handle international oper-
ations. In March 2023, during
his visit to Vadodara, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah offi-
cially approved customs and
immigration faciliies, paving
the way for international ser-
vices

Strategic Importance of
Vadodara Airport

The inclwsion of Vadodara
Airport in  the National
Monetisation Pipeline high-
lights its strategic importance.

Ameng the 25 airports ear-
marked for leasing between
2022 and 2025 Vadodara
Airport stands out for its
potential to enhance Gujarat’s
avistion network. Currently,
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT) operates ning airports in
Gujarat, while Ahmedabads
Sardar  Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport is man-
aged under a Public-Private
Partmership (PPP) model by
the Adani Group.

Boost to Regional
Development

The Vadedar-Dubai flight ser-
vice is expected to significantly
boost regional development. It
will provide direct interna-
tional connectivity to residents
and businesses, opening up
opportunities  for  tourism,
trade, and investment.
Additionally, the service will
strengthen Vadedara s position
as a key player in Gujarat’s avi-
ation and economic landscape.
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Bureau of Immigration
imposes penalties on IndiGo

InterGlobe Aviation, parent of India’s largest
airline IndiGo, said the Bureau of Immigration s
imposed fines worth 2 lakh for visa-related
viodations of two passengers. In a filing, the
airline said it was exploring the possibilities of
filing an appeal against the orders passed by the
Buresn of Immigration. =
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Russian air defenses may have hit
Azerbaijan plane, say investigators

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com

BAKU: Russian air defences
downed an Azerbaijan Airlines
plane that crashed in Kazakh-
stan, killing 38 people, four
sources with knowledge of the
preliminary findings of Azerbai-
jan's investigation into the dis-
aster told Reuters, on Thursday.

Flight J2-8243 crashed down
on Wednesday in a ball of fire
near the city of Aktau in
Kazakhstan after diverting from
an area of southern Russia
where Moscow has repeatedly
used air defence systems
against Ukrainian drone strikes.

The Embraer passenger jet
had flown from Azerbaijan's
capital Baku to Grozny, in Rus-
sia's southern Chechnya region,
before veering off hundreds of
miles across the Caspian Sea.

It crashed on the opposite
shore of the Caspian after what
Russia's aviation watchdog ear-
lier said was an emergency that
may have been caused by a bird
strike.

Officials did not explain why
ithad crossed the sea. The near-
est Russian airport on the
plane’s flight path, Makhach-
kala, was closed on Wednesday
morning.

One of the Azerbaijani sour-
ces familiar with Azerbaijan’s
investigation into the crash told
Reuters that preliminary results
showed the plane was struck by
a Russian Pantsir-S air defence
system.

Its communications were
paralysed by electronic warfare
systems on the approach into
Grozny, the source said. “No

one claims that it was done on
purpose. However, taking into
account the established facts,
Baku expects the Russian side
to confess to the shooting down
of the Azerbaijani aircraft,” the
source said.

Three other sources con-
firmed that the Azeri investiga-
tion had come to the same pre-
liminary conclusion. Russia’s
Defence Ministry did not
respond to a request for com-
ment, Kazakh Deputy Prime
Minister Qanat Bozymbaev said
he could neither confirm nor
deny the thesis that Russian air
defences downed the plane.

Asked about the possibility
that Russian air defences shot at
the plane, the Kazakh transport
prosecutor for the region where
the plan came down said the
investigation had not come toa
firm conclusion yet.

The Kremlin, asked before
the Reuters report about the
idea that the aircraft had been
shot at by Russian air defences,
said that an investigation was
ongoing and that it would be
improper to comment until the
inquiry came to its own conclu-
sions. “It is wrong to build
hypotheses before the conelu-
sions of the investigation,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said.

Photos of the wreckage
showed apparent shrapnel
damage to the plane’s tail. Avia-
tion security firm Osprey Flight
Solutions also suggested in a
Wednesday alert that the foot-
age and airspace conditions in
southwest Russia point to possi-
ble anti-aircraft fire hitting the
airliner.

Emergency speclallsts work at the crash site of an Azerbaljan Airlines passenger jet near the Kazakh city of Aktau, on Wednesday. Arp

Mourners honour 38 killed in Kazakh crash

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

ASTANA: Azerbaijan held a
national day of mourning Thurs-
day after a passenger jet from
the flag carrier crashed in
Kazakhstan killing 38 people.
Jalil Aliyev, the father of flight
attendant Hokume Aliyeva, told
AFP that this was supposed to
have been her last flight before
starting a job as a lawyer for the
airline. “Why did her young life
have to end so tragically?” the

man said in a trembling voice
before hanging up the phone.

Eleven of the injured are in
intensive care, the Kazakh health
ministry said. Azerbaijan state
news agency Azertac reported
that 12 of the survivors were
being flown to Azerbaijan.

A plane carrying nine injured
Russian nationals, including a
child, also arrived at Zhukovsky
airport in the Moscow region on
Thursday, Russia’s emergency
situations ministry said.

Azerbaijani President Ilham

Aliyev declared Thursday a day
of mourning. National flags were
lowered across the country, traf-
fic across the country stopped at
noon, and signals sounded from
ships and trains as the country
observed a nationwide moment
of silence.

Aliyev's office said the presi-
dent “ordered the prompt initia-
tion of urgent measures to inves-
tigate the causes of the disaster”.

“Iextend my condolences to
the families of those who lost
their lives in the crash... and

wish a speedy recovery to the
injured,” Aliyev said in a social
media post, on Wednesday.

A Kazakh woman told the
local branch of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
she was near where the plane
crashed and rushed to the site to
help survivors,

“They were covered in blood.
They were crying. They were
calling for help,” said the
woman, who gave her name as
Elmira. She said they saved some
teenagers.
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IndiGo may
add long-range
planes earlier
than 2027

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo may add wide-body
planes earlier than 2027
when the brand new Air-
bus A350 aircraft join the
fleet in order to address a
“erowing demand” for tra-
vel and a shortage of new
planes globally, it said.

Industry sources said
the airline plans to wet
lease (or rent aircraft along
with crew) six Boeing 787s
from Norwegian airline
Norse Atlantic and deploy
them for its network from
February.

Though the airline de-
clined to confirm a possi-
ble wet-lease agreement
with Norse Atlantic, it said,
“IndiGo is exploring inte-
rim solutions for an earlier
introduction of long-range
aircraft to its fleet.”

The airline explained it
was doing so because it is
“well positioned to expand
our geographic reach and
serve the ever-growing de-
mand for international tra-
vel to and from India” as
well as to “keeping also in
mind global supply chain
challenges”.

Route and network op-
portunities related to the
solutions are being ex-
plored, IndiGo said. Its
fleet of more than 400
planes include the narrow-
body A320 aircraft.

To help carriers like In-
diGo, which also has 70-80
aircraft on ground due to
issues with Pratt and Whit-
ney engines as well as Spi-
ceJet which too has been
wet leasing planes to over-
come maintenance related
aircraft groundings, the
DGCA on Tuesday notified
revised norms allowing air-
lines to take planes on wet-
lease for up to 18 months
instead of six months per-
mitted earlier.
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fapan Nirkme: planes om the tamar st Haneda Alspart in Tokya on Thorsday | e

Flights delayed as Japan
Air systems malfunction

TOKYO

JAPAN Airlines anid 118 sys
tems were up and running
again after a cyberattack on
Thursday caused delnys in do-
mestie and International
Mights,

“We have identified the cause
and scope of the malfunction,
and the system has been re-
stored,” said the airline, Ja
pan’s second bigeest after
All Nippan Airways

The “large data at-
tack” did not leak any
customer information
and zafeiy was unaf-
fected, Japan Alrlines
(JAL) said in & post on so-
cial media platiorm X,

Japanese media sald it may
have been o so-called DDGS at-
tack aimed at overwhelming
and disrupting a website or
server

Ticket sales for domestic and
international Dights departing
on Thursday were suspendod
during the incident bt have
now resumed, JAL said.

Although the evberattack did
nid cause major disruption, the
airline eariier said that 24 do-

mestic Mights had been delayed
by more than hall an hour,
Problems with the earrier’s
baggage check-ln system
caused delays sl several Japa-
neseairports, local media said
Separately, a transport minis-
try committee tasked with
probing a fatal January 2084
collision Involving a JAL pas-
senger jet released an Interim
report on Wednesday blaming
human ervor for the inc
dent that killed five
people
The colllsion at To
kyo's Huneda Alrport
was with s coast guard
plane carrving six crew
members - of whom [ive
were killed - that was on a
mission to deliver reliel sup
plies to a quake-hit central re-
glon of Japan. According io the
report. the smaller plane's pilot
mistook an alr traffle eontrol
officer's instructions (o mean
authorisation had been given
to enter the runway
The captaln was also “in &
huarry” ot the time becanse the
coast puard plane’s departure
was 40 minutes behind sched-
ule, the report spid. AFP
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Domestic air passenger traffic rises 12 per
cent in November, IndiGo leads market share

50 "

PTI'® NEW DELHI

Indian airlines carried 1.42
crore passengers on
domestic routes in November,
nearly 12 per cent more
compared to the year-a
period, amid rising air tra.f ic
demand.

In terms of domestic market
share, IndiGo topped the list
with a 63.6 per cent pie,
followed by Air India (24.4 per
cent), Akasa Air (4.7 per cent)

and Spicefet (3.1 per cent).
While all these carriers saw

their share rise, the share of

Alliance Air was unchanged at
0.7 per cent in November,
according to the latest data
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
“Passengers  carried by
domestic  airlines during
January-November 2024 were
1,464.02 lakh as against
1,382.34 lakh during the
corresponding period of the
previous  year thcre!ﬁf
registering an annual growth
of 5.91 per cent and monthly
growth of 11.90 per cent,” the
watchdog said in its monthly
report.

Domestic air passenger traffic
was at 142,52 lakh in
November compared to
127.36 lakh in the same period
a year a%

In October this year, domestic
passenger stood at 1.36 crore.
Air India completed the

merger of full service carrier
Vistara with itself in
November.

The On Time Performance
(OTP) of scheduled domestic
airlines - computed for the
four metro airports at
Bangalore, Delhi, Hyderabad,
and Mumbai - took a beating
in November. IndiGos OTP
stood at 74.5 per cent while
that of Akasa Air and Spicefet
touched 66.4 per cent and 62.5
per cent, respectively.

The OTP of Air India and
Alliance Air were at 58.8 per
cent and 58.9 per cent,
respectively, the data showed.
Further, the data revealed that
2,24,904 ASSENgers  were
affected y delays in
November. Carriers shelled
out nearly Rs 2.90 crore
towards facilitation.

Last month, a total of 624
passenger-related complaints
were received by the scheduled
domestic airlines.
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‘Blinded’ plane
crashes, 29 live

Plane crashes,
29 survive

London: An Azerbaljani ajr-
liner with 67 people onboard
crashed Wednesday near the
Kazakhstani eity of Aktau,
killing 38 people and leav-
ing 29 survivors, a Kazakh
officinl said.

Deputy Prime Minister
Kanat Bozumbaey disclosed
the figures while meeting
with Azerbaijani officials,
the Russian news agency |1
nterfax reported.

The Embraer 190 was en
route from the Azerbaijani
capital of Baku to the Russian
city of Grozny in the North
Caucasus when it was diveried
and attempled an emergen-
cy landing 3km from Aktaun,
Azerbaijan Airlines said.

Flight-tracking data from

FlightRadar24.com showed
the alreraft making what ap-
peared to be a figure-right
once nearing the alrport in
Alktauw, its altitude moving up
and down substantially over
the last minutes of the Might
before impacting the ground.

FlightRadar2{ separately
said in an online post that the
alreraft had faced “strong GPS
Jamming”, which “made the
aircraft transmit bad ADS-B
data”, referringtothe nforma-
tion that allows flight-tracking
websites to fellow planes in
flight. Russia has been blamed
in the past for jamming
GPS transmissions in the
wider region.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 b

A part of the wreckage of the Azerbaijan Airlines plane at

Aktan, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday. (Reuters picture)

b FROM PAGE 1

Speaking at a news conler-
ence, Azerbaijani Presidoni
llham Albyev said It was oo
soon Lo specilale on the rea-
soms bedyind the crash, bud sald
that the weather had forced
the plane to change firom iis
planmesd conrse

“The information pro-
vided to me |s that the plane
changed its course belween
Baku and Grozoy diet fo wors-
ening weather conditlons
and headed 1o Altay alrport,
where 1 crashed upan land.
g™ e saiel,

Russia's civil aviation
awthority, Rosavintsia, said
thait preliminary information
showed that the pllots diverted
fo Akt alter o bind strike led
0 nn emergency an board,

According o Kazakh ofl}-
clals, those aboard the plane
Included 42 Arerbaljan! it
lzens, 16 Russian nationals,
six Kazakhs and three Kyr-
gvesian natlonals, Aserbai-
jan's prosecutor-general's of-
fice previously sald that X2 of
the &7 peopleon board had sur-
vived the crash, but told jour-
nalists that the pumber wisn't
fnal The Associated Press
could not immedinately rec-
oncile the differencoe between
the numbers of survivors
glven by Kazakhstan and
Arerbaljan officials

Muobile phone lootage cir
culating online appeared to
show the alreraft making a
steep descent before smashing
into the ground in a Hreball.
Other footage showed part
af its fuseloge ripped away
from the wings and the rest
of the aireralt, lying ugside in
the grass. The foolage corre
sponded to the plane’s colours
and its registration number.

Some of the videos posted
o social media showed survi-
vors dingging fellow passen-
gers away from the wreckage,

Azerbaijan Alrlines said
It would keep members of the
public updated and changed
its social media banners to
solid black. 1t also said that i

i ld susperid lights between
Baku and Grozny, as well us
between Baku and the clty
of MakhachKala in Russia’s
Narth Caucasus, until is in-
vistlgation Into the crash has
b ool udid.

Azerbafjan’s state news
agency, Azertac, said that an
afficial delegation of Amerhal-
jan's emergency situations
minister, the deputy general
prosecutor and the vice-pres
Ident of Azerbaijan Alrlines
were sent to Aktan to conduct
an “on-site investigation”,

Allyey, who was travelling
to Russia, returned to Aner
baijan on hearing news of the
crash, the president’s pross
service sald. He was due to
attend an informal meeting
of leaders of the Comimon-
wealth of Independent States,
# Bloe of former Soviet coun-
tries founded after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, in
51 Petersburg,

Aliyev expressed his con-
dalences to the families of
the victims in a statement on
socinl medin. It is with deep
sadness that | express my
condolences o the families
of the vietims and wish a
spondy recovery 1o those in-
Joed,” he wrobe,

He also signed a decree de-
claring December 26 a day of
mouring in Amrbaijan

Russian President
Viadimir Putin spoke to Al
Iyev on the phone and ex-
pressed his condalences,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporiers.

Speaking ot the CIS meei-
ing in S5t Petersburg, Putin
also sald that Russin®s emer
gency minisiry sent a plans
with equipment and moedical
workers 1o Kazakhstan to
asaist with the aftermath of
fhe crash.

Kanmakhutani, Azerbaijan)
and Russian authorities sald
they were Investigating the
crash. Embraer told The As
socinted Press in a statement
that the com pany is “ready o
assistall relevant authorities™
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Did Russia air defences bring
down Azerbaijan aircraft?

Report Says Azerbaijan’s Preliminary Findings Suggest Russian Pantsir-S May've Hit
Plane By Mistake; Kremlin Warns Against Building Hypotheses Before Probe Results

s authorities In several
Acuuntries tried to deter-
mine what caused the de-
adly crash of a passenger air-
plane in Kazakhstan, investiga-
tors and experts on Thursday
were focusingon the possibility
that a Russian air defence sy-
stem had struck the plane, cas-
ting doubt on a Russian agen-
cy's contention that the jet had
hit a flock of birds. Four sour-
ces with knowledge of the preli-
minary findings of Azerbaij-
an’s probe into the disaster told
Reuters that Russian air defen-
ces downed the plane Killing 38
people. Flight J2-8243 crashed
down on Wednesday in a ball of
fire near the city of Aktau in
Kazakhstan after diverting fr-
om an area of southern Russia
where Moscow has repeatedly
used air defence systems aga-
inst Ukrainian drone strikes.
The Embraer passenger jet
had flown from Azerbaijan’s ca-
pital Baku to Grozny, in Russi-
a's southern Chechnva region,
before veering off hundreds of
miles across the Caspian Sea. It
crashed on the opposite shore
of the Caspian after what Rus-
sia’s aviation watchdog earlier
said was an emergency that
may have been caused by a bird
strike. Officials did not explain
why it had crossed the sea. The
nearest Russian airport on the
plane’s flight path, Makhach-
kala, was closed on Wednesday.
One of the Azerbaijani sou-
rees familiar with Azerbaijan’s
investigation into the crash to-
Id Reuters that preliminary re-
sults showed the plane was st-
ruck by a Russian Pantsir-S air
defence system. Its communi-
cations were paralysed by elec-
tronic warfare systems on the
approach into Grozny, the sour-
ce said. “No one claims that it
was done on purpose. However,
taking into account the estab-
lished facts, Baku expects Rus-
sian side to confess to the shoo-
ting down of the Azerbaijani
aircraft,” the source said. Thr-
eeother sources confirmed that
the Azeriprobe had come to the
same preliminary conclusion.
Russia’s defence ministry
didn't respond. Kremlin spo-
Kesman Dmitri Peskov said ear-
lier in the day: “The investiga-
tion isongoing. It is wrongto bu-
ild hypotheses before the con-
clusions of the investigation.”
Kazakh deputy PM Qanat
Bozymbaev said he could neit-
her confirm nor deny the thesis
that Russian air defences dow-

WHAT HAPPENED
» Azerbaijan Airlines’ |

on board, en route from
Azerbaijani capital Baku to
the Russian city of Grozny,

is diverted for reasons
unknown. It crashes, killing

38 people, while tryingto  *
land in Aktau, Kazakhstan

» Cellphone footage

to show the aircraft making
a steep descent before
hitting the ground and
exploding in a fireball.
Rescuers rush 29

survivors to hospitals

» No explanation yet on
why the plane crossed the
Caspian Sea, when Baku
and Grozny are to its west
and Aktau is to its east

WHAT THE
COUNTRIES
ARE SAYING

» Azerbaijan Airlines &
Russian civil aviation body
initially cite collision with
flock of birds as cause

» Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev says weather
forced the plane to
change course

» Russian state news
agencies reported plane
diverted because of fog

» On Thursday, officials
from Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan and Russia,
urge no speculation,
say probe is on

ned the plane. Asked about the
possibility that Russian air de-
fences shot at the plane, the Ka-
zakh transport prosecutor for
the region where the plane ca-
me down said the probe had not
come toa firm conclusion yet.
Pictures of the plane wreck-
ageshowed what appeared tobe

Embraer 190 with 67 people l\hﬁ.\

circulating online appears

S

RUSSIA

KAZAKHSTAN

The plane
crashed
near Aktau

WHY DID THE PLANE CRASH?

RADAR JAMMING? Aviation
experts say plane subjected to
radar jamming and spoofing
near Grozny, and for part of
its journey it did not send
radar information

TECH ISSUE? Flightradar24
says available data indicate
plane had problems with
altitude control, cites images
from the crash site that it
says shows ‘puncture
damage’ on aircraft

DRONE HIT? On Wednesday
morning, around the time the
plane had been scheduled

to land in Grozny, a series

of drone strikes took place,
according to residents and
local media reports

® Video and images
of plane after
it crashed show
perforations in its
body that look similar
to damage from
shrapnel or debris. The
cause of these holes has
not been confirmed

some sort of shrapnel damage
to the tail section of the plane.
Aviation security firm Osprey
Flight Solutionssaid inan alert
to airlines that footage of the
wreckage and the circumstan-
ces around the air space in sou-
thwest Russia indicated the po-
ssibility that it was hit by some

STRUCK BY RUSSIA? Osprey
Flight Solutions, an aviation
security company, says the
plane likely been struck by
Russian air defences ‘during an
incident of misidentification’

® Some commentators allege
the holes seen in the plane’s tail

. P section possibly
J o indicate it

could have
come under fire
- from Russian
] air defence
systems
fending off a
Ukrainian
drone attack

{#

A still image taken from a social media video
shows flyers using oxygen masks inside plane

form of anti-airecraft fire. Ukra-
inian military drones have tar-
geted Russia’s southern regio-
ns in recent months, triggering
Russian air defences. Earlier
Wednesday, Russian defence
ministry had reported the dow-
ning of 59 Ukrainian dronesov-
er several reglons. REUTERS & NYT
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