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LG Kavinder reviews progress of eco-

smart new airport terminal at Leh
" W = Aaal = 'f@?fFf_'

GK NewsService
Leh, Mow 24

Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta, on
Sunday conducted an on-site
inspection of the upcoming
New Terminal Building at
Kushok Bakula Rimpochee
Airport, Leh, to review con-
struct inn progress and assess
the integration of modern,
eco-friendly technologies.
The Lt Governor expres sed
satisfaction over the pace of
waork and praised the project
team for adopting advanced
green features, including
a first-ofiits-kind geother-
mal temperature-regulation
svstem, extensive solar power
utilisation and eco-sensitive
architecture designed spe-
cifically for Ladakh's high-
altitude conditions. He said

the new terminal is poised
to become a benchmark for
sustaina ble infrastructure in
Himalavan regions.

Gupta said the terminal,
once completed, will signifi-
cantly boost passenger han-
dling capacity and strength-
en Ladakh's air connectiv-
itv, while also reflecting the
region's unique cultural iden-
tity. He appreciated the efforts
to incorporate traditional
Ladakhi motifs and design
elements into the structure,
ensuring that the terminal
blends modern amenities with
the region's heritage.

He emphasised that the
project aligns with Ladakh's
broader vision of becoming
a carbon-neutral Union Ter-
ritory and said the green fea-
tures of the new airport ter-
minal underline the admin-

istration's commitment to
innovation, environmental
protection and high-quality
infrastructure development.
Reviewing key compo-
nents — including pas-
senger amenities, safety
systems, terminal layout
and airside works — the Lt
Governor urged officials to
maintain momentum and
ensure the project is com-
pleted within the stipulated
timeline to meet Ladakh's
increasing travel demand.
Project Director A.
Umashankar briefed the Lt
Governor on the terminal's
upcoming operational fea-
tures, such as aerobridges,
automated svstems, expanded
circulation areas and addi-
tional departure gates. Hesaid
the terminal is slated for com-
pletion by April-May 2026,
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India confronts China over

airport ordeal:

MEA says

Arunachal not up for debate

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Deihi

India has issued a firm and
public rebuke to China after
an Arunachal Pradesh
woman was stopped and
subjected to an 18-hour
ordeal at Shanghai's Pudong
girport. calling Beijing's
conduct unacceptable and
reiterating that Arunachal
Pradesh remains an "integral
and inalienable” part of India.

During the weekly media
briefing on Wednesday,
Ministry of External Affairs
[MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal made it clear that
China's repeated attempis o
guestion India's temitorial
sovereignity will not alter the
truth. “No amount of denial
by the Chinese side is going
to change this indisputable
reality,” he said. The MEA con-
firmed that Mew Delhi lodged
strong protests in both
Beijing and New Delhi imme-
diately afier the incident.
The Indian passenger-Prema
Wangjom Thongdok, a valid
passport holder from
Arunachal Pradesh-was
reportedly detained despite
being eligible for visa-free
transit under Chinese regu-
lations. "We issued a state-

ment yesterday regarding
the arbitrary detention of
an Indian citizen from
Arunachal Pradesh who was
transiting through Shanghai
on her onward journey to
Japan,” |aiswal noted.
"Arunachal Pradesh is an
integral and inalienabie part
of India. This fact is self-
evident.™ He emphasised
that actions such as these
undermine the fragile
progress made in stabilising
India-China ties since 2024.

“Arbitrary measures
involving an Indian citizen
are most unhelpful towards
the ongoing efforts by both
sides to build mutual trust
and restore normalcy,”
|aiswal said. According to
the MEA, the Chinese author-
ities have yet to provide any
convincing explanation for
the woman's treatment,
which India argues violates
international travel norms as
well as China's own rules
allowing 24-hour visa-free
transit for foreign
nationals.The passenger had
earlier described a humiliat-
ing experience in which
Chinese immigration per-
sonnel questioned her Indian
nationality and mocked her
documents.
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733 crore weed
seized at airport

Mumbai: The customs at
Mumbai Ailrport arrested
eight passengers arriving
from Bangkok on different
flights and seized about
33ke of suspected hydropo-
nic weed, valued at around
Rs33 crorein the illicit mar-
ket, Apart from narcotics
seizures, Customs booked
three gold smuggling cases.
A total of 608 grams of 24-
carat gold, valued at Rs.
73.46 lakh, was recovered
from three passengers. T
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Akasa Arr to start Dibrugarh-Bagdogra

flight from February 2026

A CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, Nov 25:
Akasa Air on Tuesday an-
nounced its footprint in As-
sam starting operations
from February 1 next year
connecting Dibrugarh and
Bagdogra.

The airline will operate 3
weekly direct fhights be-
tween Dibrugarh and Bag-
dogra along with through-
flights between Dibrugarh
and Bengaluru via Bagdogra,
with no change of aircraft re-
quired at Bagdogra.

“Bookings for fights are
now open on Akasa Air's
website, Android and 108 app
and through multiple leading
OTAs. This expansion com-
plements Akasa An's exist-
ing operations from Guwaha-
t1and further enhances access
to India’s Northeast region,”

J
Akasc Air ‘! -

an official said.

Operation of this route will
be the 26th domestic desti-
nation of Akasa Air's network.

“Strengthened air access
to Dibrugarh will help estab-
lish meaningful travel corri-
dors across the region, 1mm-
prove mntra-Northeast mobil-
ity and support rising de-
mand from both business and
leisure travellers,” the offi-
cial said.

Commenting on the expan-

sion, Praveen Iyer, co-found-
er and chief commercial of-
ficer of Akasa Air, said, “Di-
brugarh’s addition to the
Akasa Air network repre-
sents an important step in ad-
vancing our long-term strat-
egy of strengthening air con-
nectivity across high-poten-
tial regions of the country.
“Assam and the Northeast
hold significant economic and
cultural importance for India,
and improved air access 1s

critical to accelerating the re-
gion's growth trajectory.
With this launch, we contin-
ue to build a balanced and fu-
ture-ready network that im-
proves mobility for travel-
lers, deepens regional inte-
gration, and connects emerg-
ing centres with India’s key
economic hubs. We look for-
ward to offering travellers
the warm and dependable
Akasa experience that has
become our hallmark.”
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Ethiopian volcano eruption hits flight
operations; noimpact onair quality

NEW DELHI, DHNS/PTI: Flight
operations were impacted on
Tuesday as ash clouds from a
volcanic eruption in Ethiopia
reached parts of India, but it
had no impact on the weather
or air quality, officials said.

AirIndia cancelled 13 flights
since Mondayasseven of its air-
craft that had flown through
regions affected by the volca-
nic ash plumes were subject to
precautionary checks. These
planes were cleared for oper-
ations on Tuesday, according
toasource.

Ash clouds from the recent
eruption of the Hayli Gubbi
volcano in Ethiopia impacted
flight operations and the India
Meteorological Department
on Tuesdaysaid theash plumes
aredrifting towards Chinaand
will move away from India.

On Sunday, a large ash
plume that rose to around 14
km (45,000 feet) in the sky.
Volcanic ash reached the skies
over Gujarat, Delhi-NCR, Ra-
jasthan, Punjab and Haryana
on Tuesday.

AtDelhiairport, seven inter-
national flights were cancelled
and more than 10 overseas
flights were delayed.

Air India said on ‘X’ that it
wascarrying out precautionary
checks on those aircraft which
had flown over certain geo-
graphical locations after the

Hayli Gubbivolcanic eruption.

“Following recent volcanic
activity in Ethiopia and the
resulting ash plume in the sur-
rounding airspace, our flights
to and from Jeddah, Kuwait,
and Abu Dhabi scheduled for
24thand 25th November 2025
have been cancelled,” Akasa
Air said in a statement.

The Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion said there is no cause for
concern at the moment and
thatthe situation is being mon-
itored closely.

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, Di-
rector General of Meteorology
atthe IMD, said theimpact was
limited to higher skies.

“The volcanic ash is being
seen only in the upper tropo-
sphere anditis affecting flight
operations. Ithasnoimpacton
air quality orweather,” he said.
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Domestic airlines
‘misusing’ FDTL
waivers: ALPA

EEEKING FULL
_+ IMPLEMENTAT 0N

of the latest flight

outy, rest period

norms lor cockpit crew, the
Airlines Pilobs Association
india (ALPA] India alleged
that the "incomplete”
rallout and unwarranted
dispensations given by
regulator DGCA tothe
domesticcarriers are
being used by them

as a “leaphale” to
bypass essential fatigue-
mitigaton measures
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Flights cancelled for checks,
ash cloud now beyond India

Jayashree Nandi
and Jasjeev Gandhiok

lettors@hind ustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The volcanic ash
cloud from Ethiopia’s Hayli Gubbi
volcano moved beyond India after
sweeping across the country on
Tuesday, while airlines said they
were conducting safety checks on
aircraft that may have flown
through the affected airspace,
officials said.

Satellite imagery showed the
ash plume had exited Indian air-
space by 10:30pm, the India Mete-

orological Department said. The
cloud, travelling at altitudes
between nine and 15 kilometres,
had passed over Gujarat, Rajast-
han, the National Capital Region,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and the
northeast before advancing
toward China.

Airlines cancelled and delayed
dozens of flights as a precaution-
ary measure after the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation issued an
advisory warning of possible haz-
ards to aircraft engines from vol-
canic ash. Air India cancelled
seven flights on Monday and four

more on Tuesday, including
Chennai-Mumbai and Hydera-
bad-Delhi services. The airline
said it was conducting checkson
aircraft that flew over certain geo-
graphical areas after the eruption.

“We are carrying out checks on
aircraft that flew over certain geo-
graphical locations after the Hayli
Gubbi volcanic eruption,” Air
India said in a statement.

Key air routes across north-
west India were affected. IndiGo's
Kannur-Abu Dhabi service was
diverted to Ahmedabad to avoid
the plume. +Pm
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Aviation and the ash factor

Airlines on Tuesday grounded some planes for precautionary inspections after ash from Ethiopia's Hayli
Gubbi volcano drifted across the Arabian Sea into Indian airspace. While such disruptions are relatively
rare, the aviation industry treats volcanic ash with extreme caution — for good reason. Here's why

WHAT ASH CAN DO |

The microscopic particles pose unique
dangers to jet engines that aren't
immediately obvious to passengers or

Inside the combustion chamber, This molten material can

even ﬂ|ght CTEWS. the ash melts into a glassy then solidify as it moves
4, Volcanic ash consists coating that adheres to turbine through cooler sections
Qﬁ ] v of tiny fragments of blades and other components of the engine, forming a
» "% " pulverised rock and s cement-like layer that
' i.' glass, typically W . can eventually shut off
measuring between — engines
0.01mm and 2mm  Fan N§

" When sucked into jet engine
5 pperating at temperatdﬂi_‘._ .
exceeding 1,400°C, these"
particles behave dlfferé'h‘tlv

from ordinary dust.

THE LESSONS
LEARNT

The BA 009 incident, along with
similar encounters in the 1980s and

1990s prompted major changes in

aviation safety protocols. :  detected

THE BOTTOM LINE

i » Volcanic Ash Advisory Centres
(VAACs) that monitor
eruptions globally and track
ash cloud movement

® (lear protocols for flight
route alterations when ash is

HAS IT HAPPENED BEFORE?

Yes. The most dramatic demonstration of these
dangers occurred on June 24, 1982, when British
Airways Flight 009 flew through an ash cloud
from Indonesia‘s Mount Galunggung volcano.

Captain Eric Moody and his crew were flying a
Boeing 747 with 247 passengers from Kuala Lumpur
to Perth when, at 37000 feet, they noticed 5t Elmo's
fire — a static electricity discharge. Then, one by
one, all four Rolls-Royce engines failed and the
aircraft became a glider. After 15 minutes without
power, having descended to 12,000 feet, the
engines restarted. Enough malten ash had solidified
and broken off to allow them to function again.

The aircraft landed safely in Jakarta, though ane
engine failed again during landing.

Past-flight examination revealed the turbine
blade tips had been ground away and the
windscreen was so badly frosted that the crew
had to land using side windows for visibility.

i ® Guidelines for safe ash
! concentration levels (though
i even low concentrations can
| cause damage)

| ® Requirements for engine

inspections after potential
ash encounters

Maodern aviation now has robust systems to manage the risk. Nine VAACs monitor eruptions globally, issuing real-time alerts. Pilots
get ash doud location updates and can reroute in advance. And precautionary checks look for, and rule out, exactly what can go wrong.
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Safran targets annual India revenue of more than €3 billion by 2030

?n:r-e_tmach-:q."lwemrl:.:mn
HYDERABAD

B oosting its India pres-
ence, French major Saf-
ran on Wednesday said
its maintenance, repair and
overhaul facility for the LEADP
engines will be operational in
2026 and also expectsto uriple
its annial revenue inthe coun-
try tomore than 3 billion curos
Ly 2030,

Safran, which is into acro-
space, defence and space seg-
ments, will also be settingupa
dedicated MRBO (Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul) facility
fior the MSS engines powering

the Dassanilt Aviation Rafale
fighterjets.

Both facilities will be in
Hvderabad.

“The new LEAP engine
MR Ocentre represents a total
investment of 200 million
etros and willbe operationalin
20626, Thie 45, 000-sotare-mie-
tree facility will ramp upto a
capacity of 300 LEAP shapvis-
itsa vearand boasta next-gen-
eration test bench,” the com-
pany said in a release.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi imaupnrated the facility
through video conferencingon
Wednesday.

The facility is the company's
largest MIRO facility for LEAP

Safran on Wednesday said its maintenance, repair and overhaul
facility for the LEAP engines will be operational in 2026,

Airbus A320neo and Boeing
T57 MAX planes,

These engines are manufac-
turesel by CFM International, an

cnginesin the world.

The MRO Bacility is for LEAP
l[.!-‘.llling [".llgl' Aviation Pro-
pulsion) engines that power

| MRO

equal joint venture belween
Safran Aircraft Engines and GE
Aerospace. India is CFM's
third- kurgest market, with five
Indizn carriersoperating more
than 400 LEAP-powered air-
craft and 2,000 engines on
arrler,

The new site will employ
more than 250 people al
launch and up 1o L1000 at full
capacity. Also,an ofi-sibe train-
ingcentre will train more than
100 Indian technicians and
engineers each year,

Apart from India, Safran has
facilities for LEAD
engines in Morocen, France,
Bedgium and Mexico. Besides,
GE Acrospace and some air-

limess v the MBEO facilities for
these engines,

At a briefing after the inm-
guration, Ancdnes said the com-
pany expects the sourcing of
components tobe worth €500
muillion by 20030 from the eur-
rent level of €100 million,

Also, the company antici-
partes tohave neardy 5,000 stall
in Inelia by 2030, The curremt
emploveestrength in the coun-
iy s around 3000 people,

Inidia is a strategic country
and a “key pillar” for Safran’s
global manufacturing system
for both civilian and military
eguipment, the CEO said,

Besides, Safran will set upa
dedicated MRO facility for the |

MESengine powerng the Das
sault Aviation Rafale fighterjet
in Hyderabad. The 5,000sq.m.
facility represents an invest-
ment of over CH) million and
will provide MRO services fior
over GO0 engine modules a
vearand employ upto 150 peo-
pleat full capacity.
“Prioritizing engines on air-
crafl operated by the Indian Adr
Force(LAF), it will also pediorm
MEOforother MSS export cus-
tomers. India salong-standing
customer for Safran's military
engines,” the release said.
Recently, India ordered 26
Rafale M naval variants and
already operates 36 Rafale and
7 Mirage 2000 fighters.
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AIRCRAFT ENGINE FACILITY LAUNCHED IN HYDERABAD

Reform-oriented India taking big
decisions: PM Modi at Safran event

OUR CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD: Highlighting
India’ investment potential,
Prime Minister Marendra Modi
on Wednesday said the country
i a trusted partner and inves-
Lors are co-creators,

Alter virtually inaugurating
French major Safran’s Mainte-
nance, Repair and Overhanl
facility for LEAP engines used
in commercial aircraft, in the
city, Modi said the facility will
also help provide job oppartu-
nities for the youngsters.

Asserting that India has

decriminalised hundreds of

business-related provisions, he
underlined that the National
Single Window System has
brought numerous approvals
onto a single platform.

He noted that GST reforms,
faceless tax assessment, new
labour codes, and the insol-
vency and bankruptey code
have all made governance sim-
pler and more transparent than

PM Norendro Modi during the virtual inovguration of the Safran
Aircroft Engine Services India facility, in Hyderobod, Telangana Tl

HIGHLIGHTS

+ PM Modi '.rirrunlly
incugurates French
major Safran's
Maintenance, Repair
and Overhaul facility
for LEAFP englnes used in
commerdal aircraft

» The facility in the ity
will be operational in
2024, the PMO had
said in shatement

ever before.

“Because of these efforts,
India is now seen as a trusted
partner, a major market, and
a rising manufacturing hub.
India today has rapid growth,
a stable government, a reform-
oriented mindset, a vast young
talent pool, and a large domes-
tic markel. And most impor-
tantly, lor those investing in
India, the country considers
them not merely as investors

but as co-creators, stakeholders
in the journey of Viksit Bharat,”
he said.

In the last few years, Indias
aviation sector has taken a
huge leap and today the coun-
try is one of the fastest Erow-
ing domestic aviation markets
in the world, Modi sald ad:!i:l.g
that Indias domestic market is
the third largest in the warld,

Asg the agpirations of the
people of India are on a new

lewel, the demand for air travel
in India is continuously increas-
ing prompting Indian carriers
Lo cunt:nunus]}' increase their
active fleet. India’ airline com-
panies have ordered more than
1500 new atrerafl, he said.
With the rapid expansion
of Indias aviation sector, the
need for MRO facilities has
also increased, he further said
adding that nearly 85 percent
of India’s MRO work has been

aking place outside the coun-
[n which led 1o higher costs,
lm':g_c::r turnaround times, and
afrerafl remaining grounded
for extended periods. He said
that such a situation was not
suitable for 2 vast aviation mar-
ket like India. Therefore, the
government is developing the
nation as one of the world’s
major MRO hubs, he said

Referring to the Safrans
Ia.v..-il'll‘_|.rr Modi said now, for
the first time, a global OEM is
establishing Dieep Level Servie-
ing facility in the country.

In addition, the partnership
of Team Salran’s global train-
ing, knowledge transfer and
India’s institutions will create a
workforee that will give a new
direction to the entire MRO
ecosyslem in the coming years,
he said adding with the facility,
there will be many opportuni-
ties for the youth of South India
to get employment.

The facility in the ety will
be operational in 2026,
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PM Modi launches Safran aircraft engine facility in Hyderabad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Hyderabad

Highlighting India’s invest-
ment potential, Prime
Minister Marendra Modi on
Wednesday said the country
is a trusted partner and
investors are co-creators.

After virtually inaugurat-
ing French major Safran’s
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul facility for LEAP
engines used in commercial
aircraft, in the city, Modi said
the facility will also help
provide job opportunities for
the youngsters.

Asserting that India has
decnminalised hundreds of
business-related provisions,
he underlined that the
National Single Window
System has brought numer-
ous approvals onto a single
platform.

He noted that G5T reforms,
faceless tax assessment, new
labour codes, and the insol-
vency and bankruptcy code
have all made governance
simpler and more transparent
than ever before.

"Because of these effons,
India is now seen as a trusted
partner, a major market, and
a nsing manufacturmg hub.
India today has rapid growth,
d stable government, a
reform-oriented mindset, a
vast young talent pool, and a
large domestic market. And
most importantly, for those
investing in India, the country
considers them not merely as
investors but as co-creators,
stakeholders in the joumey of
Viksit Bharat,” he said.

In the last few years, India’s
auiation sector has taken a
huge leap and today the
country is one of the fastest
growing domestic aviation
markets in the world, Modi
said adding that India’s
domestic market is the third
largest in the world.

As the aspirations of the
people of India are on a new
level, the demand for air
travel in India is continuous-
ly increasing prompting
Indian carriers to continu-
ously increase their active
fleet. India's airline companies
have ordered more than 1,500

new aircraft, he said.

With the rapid expansion of
India’s aviation sector, the
need for MRO facilities has
also increased, he further
said adding that nearly 83
percent of India's MRO work
has been taking place outside
the country, which led to
higher costs, longer turn-
around times, and aircraft
remaining grounded for
extended periods.

He said that such a situa-
tiom was not suitable for a vast
aviation market like India.
Therefore, the Government of
India is developing the nation
as one of the world's major
MRO hubs, he said. Refernng
to the Safran's facility, Modi
said now, for the first time, a
global OEM is establishing
Deep Level Servicing Facility in
the country.

In addition, the partner-
ship of Team Safran's global
training, knowledge transfer
and Indias institutions will
create a workforce that will
Eive a new direction to the
entire MRO ecosystem in the
coming years, Modi said

adding with the facility, there
will be many opportunities for
the youth of South India to get
employment

"And we do not justwant to
be limited to aviation MRO.
We are also working on a very
large scale on the MRO ecosys-
tem related to shipping. In
addition, we are also pro-
maoting design in India on a
large scale,” the PM said.

Modi said he would like
Safran to use India's talent
and opportunities for propul-
sion design and manufactur-
ing, as the country is not just
dreaming big, but taking big
decisions and achieving even
bigger achievemenis.
According to him, the country
opened the doors of the
economy, secondly strength-
ened its fundamentals and
thirdly made business easier.

"Inaddition, today 100 per
cent FDI is possible in most
sectors. In sectors such as
defense, where there was no
place for the private sector
earlier, 74 per cent FDI has
been opened automatically.
There is also a lot of progress

in the space sector,” he
explained.

The Safran Aircraft Engine
Services India (SAESI) facility
in the city will be operational
in 2026 and will be a major
boost for the country’s indige-
nous capabilities in the fast-
growing aviation sector, a
press release from the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) had
said.

The facility, set up with an
initial investment of 1,300
crore, is for the LEAP (Leading
Edge Aviation Propulsion)
engines, which power the
narrow-body Airbus A320neo
and Boeing 737 MAX aircraft.

LEAP engines are manufac-
tured by CFM International, an
equal joint venture between
Safran Aircraft Engines and GE
Aerospace, the release had
added.

Designed to service up to
300 LEAP engines annually,
SAESI facility will employ
over 1,000 highly skilled
Indian technicians and engi-
neers upon achieving full
operational capacity by 2035,
the release issued on

Telangana Chiel Miréster Revanth Reddy, Union Chil Aviation Minister K Hammohan Naldu, Salren CEO Oliviar
Andries and otheres duning the inawguration of French major Safran's Maintenance, Repair and Owvarhaed (MRQ)
facility for alrerafl engines, in Hyderabad on Wadnesday. FTl

Tuesday said. It had also
said that developing indige-
nous capabilities in MRO will

reduce foreign exchange
outflows, create high-value
employment, strengthen

supply-chain resilience and
position India as a global awi-
ation hub.
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DGCA cracks
the whip for
fatigue mgmt
on airlines

Times News NeTwonRk

New Delhi: To ensure only
well-rested pilots operate
flights, the directorate gener-
al of civil aviation (DGCA)
has mandated airline schedul-
ers and dispatch staff — re-
sponsible for drawing up pilot
rosters — to be trained in fa-
tigue management.

Pilots of big Indian carri-
ers have long been complain-
ing about inhumane rosters
that lead to stress and thereby
affect Qight safety

DGCA chief Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai said airlines must
have a "fatigue risk manage-
ment policy, fatigue reporting
system, and a system for mon-
itoring flight crew fatigue”.
Fatigue training willnow be a
regular feature in the annual
ground training of operators
toensure that all rules related
tocrew flight time dutvlimita-
tion are followed both in letter
and spirit. “The training
should be conducted by
trained statf,” DGCA said.
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After Al crash, DGCA tightens
protocols for reporting snags

Che Tribune Exclusive

SHEKHAR SINGH
TRITHTNE KPS SP]
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 26
Months after Air India Bosing
787 Dreamliner crashed in
Ahmedabad, chiming 260
lives, the Directorate General
aof Chil Aviation (DGCA) has
hardened the defect-reporting
and arworthiness oversight
regime, sgnalling that long-
standing operationsl gaps in
haw airlmes record, g andact
on lechnical snags can no
longer be talerated. The updst-
ed Civil Aviation Requirement
(CAR) draft repgulation, rooted
in Aireralt Rule 133A, brings
sharper acoountability o oper-
ators and maintenance organi-
sations across the board,

While Rule 60 of the Alreraft
Rules, 1937, has slways prohib-
m-rl an aire rafl I'i'nm m.klng off

u-guiutm is mmdmv.mp,nl ten-
tion to repeated shortcomings
incompliance. The CAR stress-
&8 every operator must demon-
state n dear documented
chain of defet recording,
investigation and recification.

Che Tribune

Thu,

27 November

https: //epaper

WHAT REVISED GUIDELINES SAY
B All airines, nonscheduled operators, serdal work operators and
hying clubs are requined o log every defect in the airerait for probe
B Major defects must be reported immediately to Reglonal Al
worthiness Office. Probe must be complétad “at the eadiest”
BRecords of al defects and rectfication must be kept for a year, com-
ponents linked to major defects must be retained for two weeks

The revised framework
redefines critical thresholds,
A "major defect” 18 any Gt
that "reduces the safety of the
aircralt or ity occupants”,
while a “repetitive defect” is
within 15 fight cycles despite
attempled rectification. The
intent is in push operators to
stop ralying on short-term fix-
es and instead identify root
causes before they escalate
into operational hazards,

2825

As per draft, acoessed by The
Tnbune, every defect, “includ-
ing those ooturred due to
improper mamtenance prac-
tices”, must be coplured either
v flight Crew or mmmvnn[,

:q}phw-a o ull uht-thlvd air-
lines, non-scheduled operitors,
private aircralt, state airerafl,
sorial work operators, fying
clubs mnd spproved mainte-
nince orpan sations (AMOs),
Defects that are major, seri-

.tribuneindia.com/c/T8622291

ous orattracting public stten-
tzon” must be reported imme-
diately over telephone to the
Regional Airworthiness
Office and followed by a writ-
ten report within 72 hours.
Each recorded fault, whether
major or otherwise, must {eed
into the opemtor'’s compo-
nent and systemn reliability
indices, a key measure {or
trucking the health of Nedis
The CAR mandates daily
reviews lor scheduled opera-
lors, requiring expenemoeed
technical personne] o eamine
defect logs and verfy whether
rectification has been ade
guate, For others, periodicty
will be fixed in consultation
with the RAWO, depending on
[leet size and type of operation.
For scheduled airdines, any
mechamcal delay of 15 minutes
or more must be treated as a
reportable event and investignl-
r.»tiumh T ﬂwmp.'mmn al’ s

ugt'nmut Du,unmtr:n Inw

Eations into major defects rmust
be completed “al the earliest
pissible” and i they extend
bovond a month, progress
updates must be sent to the
Resmonal Arworthiness Office.

&
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