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Now, Kothagudem
airport on fast-track

Koride.Mahesh
@timesofindia.com

fter sanctioning
funds to revive
Mamnoor airport
in Warangal, the
state govt has decided to
fast-track another air
port at Kothagudem in
Bhadradri-Kothagudem
district, It has identified
about 950 acres in the dis-
trict and recently urged
the Airport Authority of
India (AAI) to conduct a
pre-feasibility study.
Sources said the in-
dustries department has
submitted details such as
location and 10 years of
weather data to the Centre
for the study. But as the site
partly includes forest land,
it will also require clear-
ance from the ministry of
environment and forest,
Telangana has pro-
posed six airports in the
state and has been asking
the Centre to consider
greenfield airports. Earli-
er, the govt had proposed

a site between Gudipadu
and Bangarlujala villages
in Palwancha mandal, but
the AA] said the land was
not suitable. Later, the dis-
trict administration iden-
tified land in Kothagudem
mandal, Ramavaram, Su-
jathanagar, and Chunchu-
pally villages.

“An airport at Kothag-
udem is required as it is
270km from Hyvderabad,
and the district has Sin-
gareni offices and indus-
tries such as the Manugu-
ru heavy water plant and
power generation plant... It
will help pilgrims visiting
Bhadrachalam Ramchan-
dra Swamy temple. The
district is close to Chhattis-
garh border and the Centre
is keen on the airport from
a security point of view," a
senior official said.

“CM Revanth Reddy has
spoken with Union civil
aviation minister, and the
Centre is willing to take
up the airport project,” a
senior official at the chief
minister's office said.
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22 KG OF WEED
WORTH AROUND
22 CR SEIZED AT
MUMBAI AIRPORT

HT Correspondent
htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Air Intelligzence
Unit (AIU) of the customs
department on Monday seized
22kg of hydroponic weed worth
around 22 crore at Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) from two sepa-
rate passengers who arrived
from Bangkok.

For several months, the offi-
cials were working on the profile
of the suspects arrested earlier
by using the supplier's modus
operandi and strategy, said cus-
toms officials. Based on the pro-
filing, the officers intercepted
two passengers.

In the first case, the officials
laid a trap at certain places near
the green channel for clearance
and nabbed a passenger at
CSMIA. The agency recovered
%8.337 kilograms hydroponic
weed (marijuana), valued at
around ¥8.337 crore.

Another team managed to
intercept another passenger and
seized 14 kg of hydroponic weed
from his possession. The contra-
band has an illicit market value
of around %14 crore. In both
cases, the contraband was con-
cealed in vacuum sealed packets
that were stored inside food
packets carried in their baggage.
Both were arrested under rele-
vant sections of the NDPS Act for
supplying drugs illegally in the
Mumbai city.
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International
Flights Will Be
Able To Land

Sunny.Baski @timesofindia.com

erucial milestone
is on the way for
the state’s aviation
sector, which will
catapult Warangal into the
global aviation network.
The Mamnoor airport will
soon  accommodate wide-
body aireraft of Boeing and
Airbus once the facility be-
comes operational.
According o sources,
Mamnoor airport’s infra-
structure will be upgraded
to match leading terminals
across the country, enabling
it to handle aircraft such
as A320 and B737 for inter
national routes. The B737
accommodates up to 215 pas-
sengers, whereas the A320
usually seats from 140 to 170
passengers and has a maxi-
mum capacity to accommo-
date as many as 180 travel-
lers. Both Airbus and Boeing
aircraft are used by several
airlines in India, including
Air India, Alkasa Air, IndiGo,
and Spicedet.

“Infrastructure, Includ-

= Amount sanctioned

ing a new runway, will be
developed to accommodate
wide-body aircraft. The in-
itial phase will focus on op-
orating aircraft with around
10{0-passenger capacity, con-
necting major cities includ-
ing Mumbai, Delhi, Tirupati,
Bengaluru, and Vijayawa-
da,” sald a source in roads &
buildings department,

The development plan
includes construction of a
signal tower, security facili-

# Additional land o Existing land
for land acquisition of | required to hand over | in airport
airport | ¥205cr to AAl | 253 acres | 750 acres

ties, and an administrative
building, conforming to tech-
nical and safety standards
laid down by DGCA under
the Aircraft Act. After com-
mencement of domestic op-
erations, the airport will un-
dergo enhancements to moeet
global standards, facilitating
both international passen-
ger and cargo operations.

In addition, runway and
approach lighting, and build-
ings/structures in  which

communication and other
equipment used for land-
ing and navigation will be
housed will come up at the
Mamnoor airport, which is
about 150km from Warangal.
A master plan has been
prepared for operation of
AZ20 type aircraft, for instru-
ment flight rules operations.
In fact, Mamnoor airport got
NOC for operation in a con-
cession agreement between
Hyderabad International
Airport and Ministry of Civ-
il Aviation. As per the agree-
ment, 0o new or existing
airport shall be permitted to
be developed as, or upgraded
into, domestic/ international
airport within an aerial dis-
tance of 150 km of the air
part before 25th anniversary
of the airport opening date.
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IndiGo tops domestic air traffic with
63.3% market share in October

Ilnhh Vaid
Hwrat Dripbhl

Airline major IndiGo has en
hanced its domestic market
share to over 63 per cent in
October, according o the
latest air passcnger traffic
data released by the Direct-
otate General of Civil Avi
ation (DGCA),

IndiGo  achieved the
highest market share among
all domestic airlines during
the month under review.

The airline ferried %64
lakh passengers in Ocrober,
gttaining a market share of
633 per cent, its highest
market share during 2024,

IndiGo was followed by
the Air India Group (incled-
ing Air India Express), which
carried 2648 lakh passen-
gers to attain 4 market share
of 19.4 per cent,

The low-cost airline Air
India Express is a subsidiary

The DGCA data
showed that
domestic
passenger traffic
TOSE OVET o

of Air India. On October 1,
ATX Connect  {formerly
known as AirAsia  India)
merged  with Air India
Express,

Meanwhile, Vistara, which
remained an  independent
airline until recently, carried
1243 lakh passengers for a

P

9.1 per cent share,

The data showed tha
budget carrier Spicelet flew
3.35 lakh passengers to reach
a market share of 2.4 per
cent, and Akasa Air carried
.16 lekh 1o artain @ share of
4.5 per cent.

RBesides, Alliance Air car-
ricd (.98 lukh passengers to
get a share of (L7 per cent,
followed by Star Air, which
carried 057 lakh to get a
share of 04 per cent, and
Fiy9] flew (L17 lakh to get a
market share of 0.1 per cent.

The data showed that
Vistara had the highest pas-
senger load factor (PLF) for
the month under review, at
86,1 per cent.

The airline was followed
by Akasa Air, at 85.7 per cent,
and IndiCzo, at 82.3 per cent.

MOST PUNCTUAL

On-time performance-wisce,
the report pointed out that
[ndiGo led the induscry with

4 71.9 per cent punctuality
rate at the four major air-
ports in Beng:u]uru. Delhi,
Hyderabad and Mumbai
Vistara followed the airline
at 71,4 per cont and Akasa Air
ut 672 percent.

On an overall basis, the
DGCA data showed that do-
mestic passenger traffic rose
over 5 per cent during the
month undet review on a
vear-on-year basis.

The scheduled domestic
fiight operators ferried
around 1.36 crore passen-
gers last month, up from 1.26
crore in the corresponding
period last vear.

“Passengers carried by do-
mestic airlines during Janu-
ary-October  were 13,21
crore as against 12.54 crore
during the corresponding
period of the previous year,
therelw registering an an-
nual growth of 5.30 per cont
and monthly growth of S.08
pet cent,” the report said.
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Domestic air passenger traffic rises 5.3% to 1.36 crin Oct; Indigo corners 63.3% share

MUMBAL, PTI: India’s domestic
air passenger traffic grew 5.3%
to 1.36 crore in October from
1.26 crore in the same month
last year, aviation regulator
DGCA’s monthly data showed
on Tuesday.

During the reporting month,
budget carrier IndiGo carried
86.40 lakh passengers, clock-
ing a market share of 63.3%,

followed by Tata Group-run
Air India and Vistara, which
flew 26.48 lakh and 12.43 lakh
travellers, respectively.

Air India numbers include
the number of passengers
flown by its low-cost arm Air
India Express, as per data. Air
India merged its subsidiary
ALX Connect with its low-cost
international budget arm Air

—.

India Express on October 1
this year.
The merzed entity named as

Air India Express now operates
as the low-costarmof Air India.

The market share of Air
India (including Air India Ex-
press) during October 2024
stood at 19.4%, while that of
Vistara at 9.1%, as per the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
ationdata.

Vistara, earlier a 51:49%
joint venture between Tata

Sons and Singapore Airlines,
also merged with full-ser-
vice carrier Air India on
November 12.

The two Tata Groupairlines
{(Air India and Vistara) taken
together accounted for 28.5%
ofthe total domestic passenger
traffic last month, according
todata.

At the same time, Spicelet

flew 3.35 lakh passengers
while Akasa Air, transported
6.16-lakh passengers in the
previous month, accounting
for 2.4% and 5.4% in the over-
all domestic passenger traffic
in October 2024, the DGCA
data showed.

IndiGo delivered the high-
eston-time performance from
four metro airports.
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Domestic air passenger traffic
rises 5.3% to 1.36-crore in Oct

PTI
MUMEAI
—

India’s domestic air passenger
wraffic grew 5.3 per cent to 1.36
crore in October from 126
crore in the same month last
year, aviation regulator
DGCA's monthly data showed
on Tuesday,

During the reporting
maonth, budget carrier IndiGo
carried 86.40 lakh passengers,
clocking a market share of 63.3
per cent, followed by Tata
Group-run  Air India and
Vistara, which flew 26.48-lakh
and 1243-lakh  travellers,
respectively,

During the
reporting month,
budget carrier
IndiGo carried
86.40L passengers

Air India numbers inclide
the number of passengers
flown by its low-cost arm Air
India Express, as per data. Alr
India merged its subsidiary

AlX Connect with its low-cost
international budget arm Air
India Express on October |
this vear. The merged entity
named as Air India Express
now operates as the low-cost
arm of Air India

The market share of Air
India during October 2024
stood &t 194 per cent, while
that of Vistara at 81 per cent,
as per the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation data.

Vistara, earlier a 51:49 per
cent joint venture between
Tata Sons and Singapore
Airlines, also merged with
full-service carrier Air India
on Novemnber 12,
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Direct China flights
blocked by India’s
tight security check

MEW DELHL

Fur Imdians looking 1o
traved o ihie Mididbe King-
hoinn, i divect figh fs sedll
somedistance.

Despite condlng hostilithes,
e Tk security estalilish-
ment is opposed 1o direct
Mights that remadn suspemded
st BN, pwo people aware
of the matter sald. given unre-
solved natlonal security con-
corns. Chinag has repeatsdly
pressed for a resumption,
Inclhuding on the skilelines of
ther receat G0 Summit when
Chibrwse foredgn minister Wing
Yol enchermal affabs minksier
3 Jaisharibear.

*Currently, our secuarity
establishment i not i fvour
of resuumgridon of dinect flighis
with China” said a top Inafian
wewermm ent official one of the
two people clied above,
requEsting anonymity.

While resuming direct
Digshis gt sugopsont e econ-
oy and Improve people-to-
people thes, Indis’s caution
aligmes with s lroader sirategy
of reducing dependence on
Chinese goods and services,
wrmphasirng sefl-reltance and
safeguanding strateghe inter-

8 TR
|‘l| l' E k'

VR

Chis has repeabeddly phessed
{or a resumplion of Nights. e

ests. Sinee 2020, India has
Imposed several measures
against Chinese entithes,
incheding hanning Chiness
apps, thghiendng visa protocols,
and restriering Bvestments.

Cuerles emalled (o the
spokespersons of mmistriesof
T affadrs, extemal affsirs,
civilaviation, Prime Minister's
(Hlice, and the Chinese
ey in New Dvdhion Mosi-
iy reta bnes] answered.

“Thekey concermn behind the
opoesitboan 10 flighi resuomprion
tmithee oruest defleit. The stimdoff
over flight resumption may
oandy end sfier top-leved diseus-
shomsin the nutter,” the second
person sud, alsoon the condi-
thon of anonymity.

TURN T FAGE &

Indian security check averse to resuming direct flights to China

FReOM PAGE 1

Inidda-China direct Mights
stoipiped i 0200 & countries
shiud alr traved during the coy-
Icl-113 cathireads, The It gos-
ernment decided iomot W the
diresct fligglut ban Lo the wakeof
the dandwam o bk n Jumse 2O
between Indian and Chinese
solilbers, whiere 20 Indian sol-
diers lost thelr ves

The ban oo divect Nighis
remalns desplle lndin belng
Chins's birgest trade pertmer. In
FY24, India Imported gomds
worth SI0LT5 hillion from
Chilns, perinnarily compiciang
raw materiaks and minerils.
while exports totulled $1667
hillion, eommesce minisiey
datashowed.

Inelian's goeinihs trace defici
with Chdna wiclened 1o 357 55
hillion during Apeil-Oetober

from 85112 hillsora year ago. A
rade deflcit ooeurs when a
CoUmiEy s lnports exceed s
expons. In October, the trade
heefliedt st ool at 5846 billhon,_ uigs
froam 3827 hillkon avear ago.
Exgeertssay resuming direct
Migeduts weill el Chinas nooee,
given s trade sdvantage.
Aol the termsof trade
between Lidia and China are
pillnead in Brvour of China,” said
Pralok Gagita associnse profis-
sl at Indisn Institute of For-
erhgem Treande (HFTE. 17 Mg seer-
vicesare restmed, resulting in
betier business connectivity,
ther achvanbiges will likely be
e i Eavonie of Climese busi-
nesses. However, with the rise
ol Inahumseries saucls os electronic
gnidls in India, where exports
hawve shown a sl gl grow-
g brenid recenthy, easter busi-
nessconnectivity through the

Befare the sidpension, Al india and China Aifli ed operated over

500 monthily direct Hights betwesn India, China.

resumption of Mghts would
Bielps i the sourcing of raw
muxterials, such as metods and
cerambes This may prove ben-
ellidal fowr oot expeirts to thid
comtries,” Gupita sdided

i AT LT PR

Lnsedican tricers, on thedr par,
aree b Brvener ol resuming direct
Mighis

“The lack of direct alr con-
nectivity between the two
comintries s posing signifiean

chillenges for Dndian traders.
Currenily, traders are forced bo
tadie indirect routes, leading o
mereased time ad costs fon
reseching hey busd ness hubs in
China,” said MNaresh Gupta,
president of the

" Among thesteps discussed
were thieresumpiionod thw Kad-
Lush Mansarovar Yagra pllorim-
age, datasharing on trans-bhog-
der rivers, direct Mighis
Isetweeen Enclia and Clikng and

m e d § a

Indo-China Thegovidecided exchinges”
Cleimber of Com- to not lift the India’s exicrnal
ETCe. direct flight ban affairs  minisiry
Pri 1u|luijm:|- due to the Galwan :‘..ud “llll. a 18
premainn, alriines Novembwr slati-
such as Adr Insdia, dﬁ"‘]"ml mﬁ ment after the
rwRiChn i Chilrs Jalshankar-
Adrfines operated and China Wing meeting
ower S0 monthly - Thisalsooomes
direct  Mights I the: backdrop ol

Tt v Dnelicn sorsell Chibos. Car-
reqily, those travelling to Chi-
nese cithes such as Beljing,
Sheetieheert aned Shaoehid need
1o Ay via countries such as
Haong Kong, Singajsone and
Db, extenading travel thinss
by s mnch s foir hesirs,

LB s perout g crid -
ical machinery and materials
through Dulal's Jebel AL pon
luv it e dlisnepthons corsed
Ly China's export restrictions
ti Dl a8 reported by M
earlber. China's refusal 1o pio-
vide these equipment and

materials is belng seen as a
deliberate tact o fo-stifle ldia's
erniomic growth

T bypass these supply chain
besttbenwechs, lodken bnporters
show Dubad as the Enport dest-
matlon, from where they are
reroirted to Indis. However,
thuls reroaating process s resuli-
ing in cosg and doee overmun.

“No doubst, Mighis between
loseHescsred CBuima shouled resoms,
Tt ot &l the cost of the coun-
ry's segcurity. Exporters and
cargo ane reaching Ching via
transit rowtes, and direct flighis
woithl save both tme and
iy, Ultimately, it Is the
supreme  authorities who
sl b the final call.” sagd
C R Gl presidint of the Alr
Cargo Agents Assoclstion of
liwkin

alfidrend o A adive -

IRARECO
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Airspace, IMD data fuse into Gati Shakti

dnanish aranegvamir com
MEW DELHI

e Ciati Shadeti portal wall
T soon have airspace as

well as meteoralogical
dhatinas theervil avantion minis
try worksona plan todevelopa
ool anmed at improving infra
structure planmirg.

The aviation ministry is
working with Gandhinagar
esed Bhaskiracharyva National
Institute for Spaoe Applicitions
and Geo-informats (BISAG
NHodevelop the tool, twooffi
cials teled Mind.

The institute specializes in
satedlite communication, geo
informatics and geospatial
technology.

“This integration will add
strenggth toinfrastracture plan
ning sinee alr Space manage
mient and meteorobogical data
are moreasingly becoming rel
evant. more 5o for aviation-re
lated projects,” said the First
person cited above, a senior
government official who did
niotwant to be identified

The official added that this
integration will alse help
improve planning of infra
structure creation around air
poris,

InDevomber 20025, a heavy
duty crane being used in the

Aviation ministry is developing the tool with Bhaskaracharya
Mational Institute for Space Applications and Geo-informatics rn

constructionolan expressway
caused interference with the
sipmaals of the mstrooment bind

ing system (11.5), which led an
incoming aircraft to make a

The height of the crane
they can beup to 265 fort, or S0
miotres—and its position ner
the path of the landing plane
caused the interference.

deviated landing To be sure this
at 1GL airport in The proposed wasaone-off inc-
Iklllli integration will  dent L e
The aircraft An ILS helps
also help improve ¥
E:uTLI:.:-dE 10- 2!.1.'1] fi phﬁnwﬂi !]ih!.‘i Iian.t_] ‘Iaiii.:t
e fom e nfastructre 1 1o vy
rumaay, sparking: l.'_l‘Eﬂ'I'jIl_'H‘I around Lant n.u'l.'i;;'.jltiun
safety concems. airports system  during

The crane which
wits being used by
thee National Highway Author
ity of Incia, had cawsed a“seri
pursersllision sk for love-[ving
aircraft ®

extreme weather
vonditions where
visibality can drop o e,
“This tool will also help
address such problemsthat the
sector froed last vear,” the sec-

ol el ficiabsaid, alsoon condi
tisn o anonymity.

Emails sent to the aviation
miimstry and BISAG- N did not
clicit a response il pring time.

Analvsts believe a holistic
apprroach s needed to integrate
M D and others.

“This can be structured on
thelines of the Weather Chan-
nel or the Hritish Met Office,
where weather as a service
Waas) is sold oncommercial
terms, WaaS can be sold (o
Indian airlines and aircraft
owmers as the country's total
fleet strength s arcand 2000,
Imedicy, simee thie LS Os, b pos-
sessed the most advanced real
time satellite weather-gather-
mgcapabilities, and making it
available for infrastruciure
planning is a grod step,” said
Mok Martin, founder & CEOof
Martin Consuliing.

PM Gati Shiakti is a dipital
platform that brings 16 minis-
tries together for integrated
planning and coordinated
implemontation of infrastruc
ture connectivity projects,

The overnment is also
working toprovide Gati Shakti
platform to the private sector,
and to friendly neighbour
countriesinamove that could
aid the platform’s acoeptance.

For an eviended version of
Hris story, go do fivenrint come.
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SC asks Centre, DGCA to come up

with ‘creative norms’ to tackle issues

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday directed
the Centre and aviation reg-
ulator DGCA to frame more
comprehensive guidelines to
control unruly air passen-
gers and observed “something
creative” had to be done.

A bench of Justices BR
Gaval and KV Viswanathan
was hearing a plea filed by a
73-year-old woman, on whom
a male co-passenger allegedly
urinated in an inebriated con-
dition on board an Air India
flight in November, 2022,

The sepluagenarian sought
directions to the Centre, the

Judge shares his

own experience
about encountering a
similar incident while
travelling once

DGCA and all the air carriers
Lo frame a standard operating
procedure (SOP) to deal with
similar incldents.

The bench., hearing the
plea, asked Solictor General
Aishwarya Bhati to instruct
the authorities concerned to
examine and suitably mod-
ify the existing guidelines on
unruly passengers, in line with

the international norms.
Interestingly. Justice
Viswanathan shared his own
experience while travelling
with Justice Surya Kant when
they encountered a similar
mru]rnL
e had a recent expe-
ﬁtncc. Twu PRSSETIZETS WeTE
fully drunk. One went to the
washroom and slept off. The
other one who was outside had
a bag to vomit. The erew wasall
women and for about 30 to 35
minules no one could open the
door. The crew then requested
my co-passenger to open the
door and take him out to the
seal. It was a 2.40 hour-long

Hight," he gaid. AGENCIES
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Air Indiaurinationcase: Modify

the guidelines forunruly air
passengers, SC tellsauthorities

PARMOD KUMAR

NEW DELHI, ZENOVEMBER

The Supreme Courton Tues-
day asked the aviation author-
ities to consider modifing
the existing guidelines to
corform with the miema-
tional norms o deal with
unruly air passengers, saying
that something creative will
have to be done.

A bench of Justice B.R
Gavai and Justice K.V.
Viswanathanasked the Addi-
tiomal Sobcitor General Adsh-
waryn Bhatl, who wis appear-
ng lor the Central sovernment,
to instruct the authoriies to
examine and suitably modify
theguidelines onunrly pas-
sengers in line with mtema-
tional norms. Thetop coun’s
suggestioncamein the course
of the hearing of a plea by o
woman passenger, who was
urnnatedupan ina New York-
Delhi Air India Bight on 26
MNovember 2022 by an allepediy

mebriated passenger, seeking
diresction to DGCA and all agr-
lipess to frame mandatory Sol*
and zem tolerance miles 1o
deal with unnily passengems
and on-board sufferers.

The petitioner Hema
Rajumrmin hassotight direction
i the GCA 1o include in the
Civil Aviation Requirements
(CAR) an explicit zero- tol-
erance policy with respect
o "unnuly/disruptive behay-
lour” , which would mandate
reporting such incidents to
aviation regulator and also
to law enfomcement apencies,
failing which action would
be taken against the aldines
in all cases.
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Pilots ‘forget’
to apply brake,
plane rolls back
at parking bay

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A Singapore Airli-
nes (SIA) Airbus A380 rolled
back after docking at a parking
bay in IGI Airport on Monday
night as the pilots allegedly for-
got to apply the parking brake.
Luckily, it did not hit any other
plane or vehicle and the pilots
quickly realised the mistake
and applied the brake.

The world’s biggest doub-
le-decker commercial aircraft
had landed at the Delhi air-
port from Singapore around
8pm. “The parking bay has a
slight slope to ensure water
flows out towards the apron
during rain. After docking at
the parking bay, the aircraft
rolled back at 8.14pm. Then
the pilots applied the parking
brake,” said airport sources.

Comments from SIA were
awaited till the time of going
to press.

An aircraft parking brake,
also known as hand brake or
emergency brake, is a critical
safety feature that prevents an
aircraft from moving when it’s
parked. It’s a lever in the cock-
pit that's usually located near
the main control panel or pe-
dals.The standard operating
procedure states that when an
aircraft stops at a bay, the par-
King brake 1s set and the engi-
nes are shut down. After that,
engineering staffers place air-
craft choks, triangular blocks
in front of and behind the whe-
els. Only after that the parking
brakes arereleased.

This is at least the second
rare instance witnessed at
IGIA in the past two months,
On Oct 5, the pilots of an Om-
an Air aireraft had allegedly
started anengine whenthe ae-
robridge and the bulk loader
used for baggage loading-un-
loading were connected to the
Boeing 737. There was no inju-
ry, but the baggage on trolleys
near the started engine went
flving away, said sources. The
boardingforthe Delhi-Muscat
flight was yet to begin. Sour-
ces said that for snagrectifica-
tion, the pilots had started the
engine without clearance.
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