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TG MAN HELD IN MUMBAI AIRPORT

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 25

Shaik Irfan, a 43-year-old
Adilabad native residing
in Tanzania, was arrested
at Mumbai international
airport after immigration
authorities detained him
on the basis of a look-out
circular (LOC). He faces
charges of  posting
derogatory content in a
WhatsApp group that pro-
voked communal ten-

sions and targeted police
officials.

Adilabad DSP L. Jeevan
Reddy said Irfan was the
administrator of the
WhatsApp group Silsila
Adb. Irfan began posting
after police arrested local
rowdy-sheeter Saleem in
April. A case was regis-
tered against him at
Adilabad Two Town
police station on April 15.
The police then issued a
lookout circular for him.
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Duty-Free Shopping
In the Time of FTAs?

Airport retail must expand their pick-me-ups

It'sonly natural for those of us packing our bags togo off
on a foreign vacation this festive season to look forward
tosome heavy-duty duty-free shoppingat the airports we
passthrough, But time was when duty-free shopping ma-
de sense. There were bragging righis in pulling out a 21
yrold single malt before a group of untravelled friends
and giving a detailed account of the visit to the distillery
on the loch. O course, you had to be smart and buy it on
your way back from the ajrport duty-froe, minus those
pesky EL taxes, Try doing that now, and chances are so-
meone in the group will tell vou vour bottled bitof happl-
ness costs just about the same at the liquor shop around
the corner And, for good measure, somebody else will co-
meupwithalong winded, phlegmaticaccount of the mi-
serable weather around the loch.

Twoblgchanpes have taken place sinee duty-free shop-
ping was the first brush Indians had
: with Western luxury, India now al-
- Iows an extramdinarily wide rangeof
S imports at moderate duty. It just sig-
ned an FTA with Britain, which will,

' in due course, cover Scoteh. And Indi-
l e ‘ ans are travelling abroad with a veng-
- cance. Lots of them work and study
abroad while keeping flving back to their families. The
most recent surge is driven by tourism, as countries swe-
eten the welcome for Indians, These are a well-travelled
bunch, smart enough to figure out that buving perfume,
tobaces or Hguor duty-free just cuts out the local taxes,
Alrport markups stay put.

It stillmakes sense to pick upsomething onarrival. This
avoids the bother of carting stuff through multiple cus-
toms lines, where the rules may differ: You also nead to be
sure af what you want onarrival_as opposed to departure,
where lounges aredesigned to unleash the impulsive shop-
per in all of us, Alrport retail must rethink its business
plan to make travellers linger in the arrival lounge with a
bigger assortment of pick-me-ups. Itshould also puash mo-
reexclusivestuft toadiscerning customer base. Make that
a bottle of Yves Saint Laurent Black Opium perfume,
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Danish govt says drone
flyovers at airports aim
to sow fear and division

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK:
Drones {lew over four Danish
airports overnight Wednesday
inte Thursday, the latest
instance of unexplained drone
activity that has raised concerns
about security in northern
Europe amid growing Russian
aggression.

Defence Minister Troels Lund
Poulsen called the incidents a
“hybrid attack™ because the
flights all occurred within
roughly the same timeframe. It
was not immediately clear who
was behind the incidents, but
Poulsen said that it appeared a
“professional actor” was behind
the “systematic” flights. He did
not provide more details during
anews conference on Thursday
Morning.

Authorities said there was no
danger to the public.

The goal of the flyovers was
to sow fear and division, Danish
Minister of Justice Peter Hum-
melgaard said on Thursday,
adding that the country will
seek additional ways to neutral-
ise drones, including proposing
legislation to allow infrastrue-
ture owners to shoot them
down.

Flights were halted for sev-
eral hours at Aalborg Airport in
northern Denmark, which also
serves as a military base. Drone
sightings began shortly before
10pm (local time) on Wednes-
day and ended just before lam
on Thursday.

Three airports in Esbjerg,
Sonderborg and Skrydstrup also
were impacted. Skrydstrup is an

air base that is home to some of
the Danish military’s fighter
jets.

The drones appeared to be
flying around the airports with
their lights turned on but
authorities decided against
attempting to shoot down the
drones, police said. Additional
details were not immediately
available.

The latest drone activity
came just days after a similar
incident at Copenhagen Airport,
conducted by what police calla
“capable actor”. The Copenha-
gen drones grounded flights in
the Danish capital for hours
Monday night, prompting con-
cerns that Russia could be
behind the flyover above Scan-
dinavia's largest airport.

While it wasn't immediately
clear who was behind the fly-
over, Denmark’s prime minister
and Nato's secretary-general
said that Russian involvernent

L AEN :
The Aalborg Airport in Denmark on Thursday. AFP

couldn't be ruled out. Denmark,
already on edge because of its
prnx'lmi'?' to Russia, will join a
group of neighbouring coun-
tries on Friday to discuss the
European Union’s plans for a
“drone wall".

Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen called the Copenha-
gen incident “the most serious
attack on Danish critical infra-
structure to date”.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov rejected suggestions that
Moscow could be invalved.

Security concerns in north-
ern Europe are heightened fol-
lowing growing Russian ageres-
sion. On Tuesday, Nato warned
Russia that it would use all
means to defend against any
further breaches of its airspace
after the downing earlier this
month of Russian drones over
Poland and Estonia’s report of
an intrusion of Russian fighter
jets last week.
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NAVI MUMBAI INT’L AIRPORT IS ALMOST READY.
WILL IT BE INAUGURATED IN OCT?

e yearsaller constructbon
Fheaan for a greenfield air-

port at Moyl Mumbal, the
stape is almost set for the inag-
gurationof Terminal 1. Thedats
f | for the ribbon-catting his been
maved from Sept 30 by a month,
aned fhe abrport s now expeeted
»tohandle its first sirline fight
o around mid-Dec. When commi
Y sioned, the Novi Mumbai Inter-
national Adrport will beoome
the Mumbui Metropolitan Be-
gion's second airport to handle
commercial alrdine Dights
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Rat bites IT pro waiting
at Indore airport

Indore: A 33-vear-old software engineer, wa-
itingat Indore airport for a flight to Bengalu-
ru, was bitten by arat inside the terminal on
Wednesday, reports Sagar Choukse.

The passenger, Arun Modi, a resident of
Bhopal. was resting on a recliner when the
rodent crawled inside his trousers and bit
him near the knee. He was accompanied by
his wife. Their cries for help drew attention
of fellow passengers and airport staff. As
passengers raised their voice, tempers soa-
red when Modi alleged the airport’s medical
room was ll-equipped to handle a medical
emergency. He said staff was reluctant and
unprepared to provide timely treatment.

On Thursday, airport director V K Seth
said that Amaltas Group, which provides
emergency medical services at the airport,
wasasked toreplace the on-duty doctor.“The
step was taken due todoctor'slack of sensiti-
vityv in attending to passenger and providing
him with timely treatment.” Seth told TOL.
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Budget carrier SpiceJet
to induct A340 aircraft

Dur Bureau
Mew Delhi

To accelerate its expansion
plan, budget airline Spicelet
has finalised a lease agree-
ment to induct & wide-body
Airbus A340 gircraft into its
fleet, subject to reguletory
approvals,

Accordingly, the aircraft
will arrive in India by the end
of this month and s expected
to enter operations i the
first week of October.

businessiine had carlier re-
ported that hesides the
newly-leased 737 aircraft,
the girline planned to lease
out A340 aircraft for interna-
tional destinations  with
heavy traffic volume.

“This aircraft will allow us
to tap into new markets and
cxpand our international
footprint,” said Spicelet’s
Chief Business Officer De-
bojo Maharshi.

“Withanother A340 under
negotiation and 18 Boeing

737 aircraft j 1|:r:.nmguur flect
soon, Spicelet is poised for
one of its most ambitious
ith phases.”

ETI:E Eﬁrt'm.c plans to oper-
ate the A340 on a wet lease
model and smbsequently
transition to a damp lease ar-
rangement, offering greater
operational flexibility and
significant cost savings.

LONG-TERM ADTHTION
As per Spicelet, the A340 is
bring inducted with the in-
tention of serving as a long-
term addition to its fleet,
wjtl'm tions planned well

a year. At present,
I:hn: girline is inducting capa-
city to cater to the future de-
mand. Spicelet has signed
lease agreements for the in-
duction of 18 Bocing 737 air-
craft, strengthening its fleet
shead of the Winter Sched-
ule 2025, Furthermore, the
airling plans to bring back
grounded aircraft after con-
ducting required servicing
and mamtenance work.
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Air Travel Growth could be Less Than
Expected; Cos Stare at Deeper Losses

Our Bureau

Mumbal: lera has ecut is
growih forecast for India's civil
aviaiion sector to 4-6% this fi-
scal year, from 7-10% in FY25,
citing cross-border tensions,
L'illl:l['][}'l’l.lhil.'l.l |][IHI'I.."-_ iil?ﬂl coniy
nued hesitancy among many
air travellersafter the Air India
plane crash in June

The market remained sluggish
in Aungust, underiined by Nat pas
senger traffic growth while airil
nes grappled with foel costs, gro-
unded planes, and weak demand

Domestic passenger traffic was
at 13.17 million in Angust, almost
unchanged from 13.13 million a
year earlier, though higher than
Julv's 12,61 million, according to
lera. For the April-August pe
riod, traffic rose 2 2% year-on-ye
ar to67.75 million passengers

With demand staving subduoed,
airlinesadded 5.8% fewor capaci
iy in August compared to o vear
earlier and largely unchonged
from July.

“While overall passengar traf-
fic hasso far held steady, ongoing
geopoliticnl and operational he

adwinds warrant close monito
ring for potential downside
risks,"” lora sald

Notahly, international opera-
tions remain relatively stronger.
In July, Indian carriers flew 2.9
million passengers overseas, a
6.7% rise from a vear’ earlier, and
6.8% higher than June For
April-July the totnl wos 10.73
million, up10%

Even so, lera trimmed its FY26
international growth estimate to
13-15% from 15-20%, citing safety
concerns and reglonal tensions

On the Mnancial ront, airlines
arestaringat deeper losses. The m-
ting agency expects industrywide

net losses o nearly double to
E5,000-L05,000 crore this fseal
{roam B65,000 crore last vear This 1s
due to Increasing aireraft deliver]
8 in a scenario of sofiening de-
mamnd. foreign exchange pressures,

SECTOR OUTLOOK

Flat August trafficat
131.7 lakh prompts
Icratolower FY26
domestic growth
forecast to 4-6%

and higher lease rentals.

Fuel, which makes up 30-40%
III E!Ilh."l"[l”!'l“ cosls, 'fmains o
drag desplie some reliel—ATF
prices averaged 85181/KL in
FY25, 8% lower from a vear earli-
er Prices have fallen 10% in the
first five months of FY26

Operationnl constraints are ad
ding to the pressure ot airlines
Supply chaln Issues and Pratt &
Whitney engine failures have
kept more than 130 aircraft gro-
unded as of March 2025, around
15-17% of the industry’s Neet

Although the situation has im-
proved, airlines continue to de-
pend on costly wet leases and fa-
ce higher expenses from reduced
fuel efficiency Crew shortages
have also led to cancellations
and delays, further testing
passenger confidence.

Icra has maintained a “Stable™
outlook on the sector; citing stea-
dy wields and high load factors
that are cushioning costs. But
with traffie growth tapering, los-
ses widening, and global head-
winds intensifying. India's avia-
tion industry is set for a vear of
consolidation rather than
1 -0l T, it saniel
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Lufthansa to Cut Thousands of Jobs
on Monday in Pursuit of Efficiency

FRANKFURT Lufthansa is expected

“ to announce several thousand job

cuts on Monday at its first company-

wide capital markets day insix years,
according to two sources close to the matter, asit
seeks to show the market |ts commitment (o
imereasing efficiency. The group had two profit
warnings in 2024 as it struggled with labour-
related challenges and rising costs. it promised
nvestors it would implement an ambitious
turnaround programme |0 thie coming yéars, The
airfine groug intends to reduce its administrative
staff by 20% in the coming vears. the Two Sources
said, although the exact number of redundancies
s being determined. The sources spoke on
condition of anomymity because of the sensitivi
ty of the matter, Lufthansa declined to comment.
Ay redundandies would impact the whaole
group. mod just the core airline, a third source
with knowledge of the talks said
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Air traffic growth
sluggish in August

MITIN KUMAR

Mew Delhi, September 24
DOMESTIC AR TRAVEL
remained stagnant in August,
with passenger traffic inching
up by just 0.3% y-0-y to 13,17
mifllion, accoeding tolera,

In light of the suggish
growth, Iora has revised its foce-
cast for domestic air passenger
growth in FY26 1o 4-6%, down
from its earlier estimate of 7
10%, The revised projection
pegs the totalnumberof domes-
tic passengers at 172-176 mil-
lion, after a 7.6% risein FY25,
which saw 1654 million flyers

Intemational air trafficesti-
mates for Indian carriers have
also been scaled back. Tera now
expects intemational passenger
traffic to grow at 13-15% in
FY 26, compared to its previous
projection of 15-20%.

The downwarnd revision has
been attributed tocross- border
escabationsthat disrupted Qight
operations, as well as growing
travel hesitancy following a
recenl aireraflt accident. lera
noted that these factors, along
with global trade headwinds,
inchiding the impact of LS tar

ON LOW FUEL
T L TIRCE -
|

Domestic passenger traffic

13.17 million

Increase (v-o-v) (.39

Domestic capacity
deployment ;

around B9 184 departures
Contraction (y-oy) §. 8%

iffs, are expected to dampen
business sentiment and con-
strain travel demand in the
COmLg uarters.,
Consequently, lcrahas pro-
jocted the aviation sector's net
losses towiden significantly to
19,500-10,500 crore in FY26,
up fmm 3,500 aore in FY25.
The koss extpansion is primarily
due to subdued passemger
growth amid aperiod ofincreas-
ingaireraft deliveries.
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O Hinhustan Times

DGCA plans strict new action
for pilots, crew caught drinking

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation has proposed
sweeping changes to alcohol test-
ing rules that could see pilots lose
their licences permanently after
just three positive tests, marking
the strictest aviation safety over-
haul in nearly a decade.

The draft amendments to Civil
Aviation Requirements (CAR),
released on Friday and open for
comment until October 24, elimi-
nate previous leniency for first-
time offenders and introduce
harsh penalties that escalate rap-
idly with repeat violations.

Under the proposed rules, even

first-time breath-analyser viola-
tions would trigger a three-month
licence suspension. A second posi-
tive test would result in a three-
year ban, whilst a third violation
would mean permanent licence
cancellation.

The regulator has also reserved
severe consequences for expatri-
ate pilots, who would face imme-
diate and permanent cancellation
of their Foreign Air Transport
Approval if caught drinking before
or after flights. The approval can-
not be reapplied for under the new
rules.

Senior aviation personnel,
including examiners, instructors
and check pilots would lose their
training authorisations for three

years in addition to standard pen-
alties if found consuming alcohol.

Post-flight testing, previously
less punitive, now carries signifi-
cant consequences. A first positive
result would mean one-year
licence suspension and action
under Schedule VIA of Aircraft
Rules 1937, while a second would
trigger permanent licence cancel-
lation. Expatriate pilots face FATA
cancellation even for first post-
flight violations.

The amendments also address
procedural gaps. If crew members
operate flights without undergo-
ing pre-flight breath-analyser tests,
airlines must ensure post-flight
examination at the first landing
point.
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Hugejump inairfares ahead of festivals

Mum-Patna route sees 529% rise; B'luru-L'know, Mum-Kol routes’ fares jump 47%

SURGE PRICING

ARSHAD KHAN i@ hewDein

DRIVEN by strong festive-sea-
son demand, advance airfares
neross major Indian cities have
risen by up to 52% for travel be-
tween October 19 and 25, 3085,
comipared to the peak festive pe-
rind of last vear (Detober 30 to
November 5, 2024),

Dmnline travel aggregator ixipo
davs shows the Mumbal-Patna
route has recorded the steepest
rise, with sverage one-way non
stop fares soaring 52% to £14,540
around Diwalifestive period. On
Bengalure-Lucknow and Mum-
bai-Eolkata seciors, fares have
jumped 47% each, to #8593 and
10,264, respectively.

Aloke Bajpai, Group CED, [xi-
go - “Advance Might bookings for
the festive season ln October
have already surpassed last
year's trends, with bookings fo
major metros recording over
100% YoY growth. Given the
stron g demand, advance airfares
to major metros have also in
creased 20-25% compared to last
vear, We are also gearing up for
festive sales across [lghts, ho-
tels and buses, inchuding mttme
tive olfErs and discounis to frav-
ellirs this festive season.” IxtGo
sald they are seeing o sharp
surge in train and bus bookings

B g e () om0 Dci- Moy JO
B Ay dae () Seom Oce 9815, NS
@ [hage%

8

Delh
Bengalum

Mumbai
Bengaberu

Advance train bookings for pop
ular routes have surged by 168
25% this vear [or Diwall dates
while bus bookings this festive
season have surped 3x Yo¥ for
Detober 2-12 travel window for
Dhussehra getaways,

While the outlook remains
positive, prodonged rainfall in
certain regions is weighing on
travel and hospitality industry
Ajay Praknsh, vice Chalrperson,
Federation of Associations in

Debd Dethi Pune

Indian Tourizm and Hospitality
tokd TNIE this season has been
tkay" but nothing great

“As compared o Last year, it 1s
a bit lower and the primary rea
snn is excessive rain. The rains
have been unusually heavy this
vear: Wesit Bengal just o day be-
fore saw torrential downpour,
Uitarakhand is another state
that has boyrne natune's fury, so
1t will have an impact on tour-
I=m. Mo big rise In airfares and

Mumbai Locknow  Kolkatn Lkmm!hmm
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Patna

hotel room rates so far and it is
business as usual so far How-
ever, we expect things to get bet-
ter once monseon ends and do-
mestic tourists tend to bool last
minute, ton,” stated Prakash.
Ravi Gosain, President of TATO,
said prolonged rains have plaved
adampensrand alrfares and av-
erape room rates have nol spiked
vet, He expects things to perk up
Er the travel and hospitality in-
dustry aroumd Diwali
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International travels pick pace in Aug, up 7%

§ LALITHE s Db

ARPORTS across the country
recorded 33 crore passengers
i Aagost 005, mark ng & one
peroe™ Increase from the 327
orore possenge s who fiew dup
i L same period las oo

Dhsplite o negntive growth
domestically, nternational
trudlic hasdriven pirpossenger
prowlh across the counley e
wvenks ther Afrports Auathority of
Infia (AAT}. The Alr Traflle
Report, made public by AATon
Thursday, revanls (bl 66, 73,252
Avers opted to travel aheond
Rost manth, marklng a7 % I
crease over the 6183448 |.1}'l.'t’!i
recorded during the same
ol i ey

A okl af 264 060 (MEb piese
gers ravelled dopestically in
Angust WE§ ns compared to
LG5, 48,845 16 e correspond-
ing period leit year, morking s
slight dip of 5% (2epo polnd
B). The Air Truffic Movements
fArrval and Deparinres) o=
wral a 1A% dip with 8,54, 440
ATKE in August 2025 versus
LRR A En Auguest B

Aslmiar comparison of the
patronags reglaterad 1n the
First Nve months of he onpo-
Ing TNmancial year reveals &
1.4% Increass in overall pas-
e r oount over the previous
year- 1700 crove [Ivers versus
1647 crore hrers. Yed again, i1

FLYING
ABROAD

terrntiona] potronags s s=en
an locrease of GA% whike do-
mestie EEasEngers hnye gons
up by 2.6% lIn Aprll -Angust
this yenr versos s period
Last Vessr.

Max growth in inid Ayvers in
Aaag "2 Mane alrpord has re
eoirded the maxinmmim Erowiin
off BT % I internatlonal pas.

ENEErs I August 2005 (24,508
Myorny over August HE4, The
oiher alrports which have

W gt TO0% ey

& bowin R

fagiet G4

REGIONWISE
INTERMATIONAL GROWTH

L RLE ]

ik
*pae Aug 2026

reglstermd commendable
growth ln internationsl (eal
A are Coimbptom: with @ 48%
crease {20,990 padsangeras,
Surnl with 41% incromse
(15,442) Mangaluru 40.2%
(72,549 amnil Bagdogra 37.5%
Inerease (1077 Oyers). Guwa
hatt and Chandigarh alrporis
have dropped more than 20%
of thelr passenger recordad
during the compared period
Last year

ALl EICAD =i ect to
review mwﬂmm-

Thie Shiports Attty of India
[AA1) and the Internatonal Chdl
fylatinn Organisation [ICAD)
P migned & Significant Propct
Doument foreview Inda’s
mationsl egulation on height
eSO s around ssrodiomas.
marking a key 1toep in
strengthaning the caumiry's
aintion safety framewnrk

NHAI revises guidalines for
signboards on highways
The HMAI fas vodated ity
signboard guidetines, making
madside boards more infarmatice
and e fripndby, Thesn hoands
will dizpley devaild of at leask 20
estenlial servioes and ndlude QR
codes for digital access to the
mest up-lo-dale information

Domesticall y the abrports
that have recented a substan-
tial fnorenso In August this
visir over the Ogares reconled
In the sams month in X624 ore
Eizshangnrh 83.1% (11,277 -
gra), Jaismlmer 9L2% (6]
Dihunrbenga &7 4% (6 AD5), Ag-
attl 56.3% (6725), Guwahatl
B0 % 72500, Tiruchirappall
35" mncresss, Cudappah 55.6%
4351, Tuticorin 54 8% {97TRH
vl Agra ERGs (17186)
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Leopard keeps forest staff on toes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Lucknow

A stray leopard in the
Cantonment area has put
the Forest department on its
toes. Adding to their problem
were certain Al generated
images of the leopard which
began circulating on the
social media.

Divisional Forest Officer
|DFO) Sitanshu Pandey said
that on Wednesday informa-
tion was received regarding
the sighting of the leopard in
Ruchi Khand, Aashiyana
under Sarojini Nagar
Range.

“Similar sightings have also
been reported in the Cantt
area. In this regard, the sub-
divisional forest officer,
Mohanlalganj, has been nom-
inated as the nodal officer.

Arescue team comprising
personnel from the Urban
Range and Sarojini Nagar
Range has been constituted,
and necessary security mea-
sures, including the installa-

tion of camera traps, have
been initiated. The regional
forest officers of Urban and
sarojini Nagar range have
been instructed to closely
monitor and rescue the
animal,”" he said.

He said that the rescue
team is installing camera
traps at potential locations,
including the Cantt area, and
is conducting intensive
patrolling during both day
and night with appropriate
security and rescue equip-
ment,

“As a precautionary
measure, an advisory has
been issued to local resi-
dents, instructing that chil-
dren should not be allowed
to go out alone and should
move in groups while making
noise, cattle should be keptin
safe enclosures and people
should step out at night only
with a torch or flashlight
and a stick.

To prevent human-wildlife
conflict, the regional forest
officers have been directed to

adopt all precautionary mea-
sures, organise public aware-
ness programmes, make
regular announcements, and
alert citizens in nearby areas,”
he said.

He said that it has also
come to notice that some
anti-social elements are
posting misleading Al-gener-
ated videos of leopards and
other wild animals on social
media.

“Acomplaint regarding this
has been lodged by the local
forest officer at the police
station concerned for regis-
tration of an FIR.

The Forest department, in
coordination with the Police
Department, has requested
strict legal action against
those creating unnecessary
fear. The Awadh Forest
Division appeals to all citizens
not to make or circulate such
misleading videos and to
cooperate with the authori-
ties in ensuring safety and
maintaining public order,”
he added.
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