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AAl floats tender to
seal boundary wall
gaps at Surat airport

Meivyn Thomas Department, which later

SURAT

After years of neglect over the
repeated incidents of animal
intrusicns on the operational
area of Surat alrport and
risking the safety of the air-
crafts and passengers, the
Airports Authority of India
(AAT) has finally woken up.
The AAl has issned a tender
to close the gaps beneath the
alrport’s boundary wall.

The tender involves civil
engineering works including
filling spaces under the plinth
beam of the wall, along with
strengthening measures to
ensure no wildlife or
domestic animals can enter
the active runway zone.

The step comes in response
to 2 long-smnding safety con-
cerm. Over the years, multiple
cases of wild and stray ani-
mals entering the rumway
have been reported, raising
serious risks for flight oper-
ations.

In one such ncident, two
fox carcasses were found on
the rumway after the landing
of the Udaipur-Surat flight in
December 2019 The cancasses
were disposed of by the air-
port  authorities  without
notifying the Forest

issued a notice under the
Wildlife Protection Act, point-
ing out that laid down proce-
dures for animal disposal
were ignored.

The airport authorities had
declined to share the incident
report into the recovery of the
two fox carcasses under the
Right to Information Act
(RTI).

Following this, the Forest
Department carried out a
detatled inspection of the air-
poit’s perimeter along with
AAl officials and strongly rec-
ommended that the gaps
beneath the boundary wall be
sealed. The department even
offered assistance in the
waork, but for vears the issue
remained unattended.

The most alarming episode
ok place in 2014, when a
buffale  collision with a
Splcedet alrcraft cccurred at
Surat Airport.

The incident was con-
sldered a unigue case in
world  aviaton  history,

severely damaging the rep-
utaticn of the alrport
Spleelet suspended (ts ser-
vices from Surat for a period
after the mishap, underlining
how critical the issue had
become.
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PWD to study
drainage around
Delhi Airport 11

NEW DELHI: To address the
problems of persistent water-
logging around Terminal 1 of
the Delhi airport, the Public
Works Department (PWID)
will assess the drainage net-
work around the atrport and
the three main roads leading
o the location, officials said
on Toesday, According to offi-
cials, in a recent inter-depart-
mental meeting headed by
PWD Minister Parvesh Verma,
the matter was discussed in
detatl, and necessary directions
were given by the minister to
find a solution.

“The PWD has been
requested Lo examine all drains
in these areas maintained by
them and check [or the dis-
charge carrying capacity ol
these drains for corrective mea-
sures. If needed, also under-
take desilting and declogging
of these drains on pricrity,” a
government official 52!id_ .

Starting from the Jheel Park
area in South Delhi and pass-
ing through the Air Force sta-
tion at Subroto Park, the road
stretches that will be covered
under the study will be from
the Dhaula Kuan juncton to
the Parade Road crossing, the
Parade Road junction and the
Ullan Bataar Marg junction,
and from Dwarka Road Lo the
Thimmaya Marg junction.

Earliér in May, PWD offi-
cials, along with MNational
Highways Authority of India
{NHAI) officials and the Delhd
Cantonment Board (DCE),
held an on-ground inspection
of the three streiches.

“During inspection, it was
noticed that the drain along
National Highway-48 near pil-
lar no 156 has no drain out-
let, due 1o which waterlogging
takes place. The water also
goes o the Lu':d:rpass bead-
ing to Parade Road.” the offi-
cials added. It has also been
decided that from NSG Chowk,
near IGI, a 600-diameter
pipeline will be laid to dis-
pose of collected waler from
Thimmaya Marg Junction, offi-
cials added. AGENLIES
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TN govt finalises Hosur airport
site, moves ahead for approvals

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
has finalised the location for
proposed Hosur airport,
marking a major step in its
aviation expansion plans.

The site, situated in Shoo-
lagiri taluk between Berigai
and Bagalur, lies about
15.5km east of Taneja Aero-
space and Aviation Limited
(TAAL)airstrip.

According to sources, are-
cent Obstacle Limitation Sur-
faces (OLS) survey revealed
that the chosen site had only
75 obstacles, compared fto
nearly 350 at the earlier loca-
tion closerto TAAL.

The earlier option was
considered less viable due to
hilly terrainand high-tension
power lines. The new site is
near Bengaluru Satellite

The new site is near
Bengaluru Satellite Town
Ring Road. This connec-
tivity will improve access
to Bengaluru and nearby
towns, with Attibele just
19 km away

Town Ring Road being devel-
oped by National Highways
Authority of India. This con-
nectivity will improve access
to Bengaluru and nearby
towns, with Attibele—Karna-
taka entry point from Hosur-
—Jjust19km away.

Officials note that the de-
cision comes as Karnataka
is simultaneously shortlist-
ing sites for a second airport
for Bengaluru. With the site

now identified, TN govt is
moving towards regulatory
clearances. It will approach
Union civil aviation minis-
try for approval within two
weeks. Meanwhile, Krishna-
giri DC has been tasked with
preparing aland acquisition
plan within six weeks. Near-
1y 2,300 acres will be needed
for the project.

Oneof the significant hur-
dles, however, will be obtain-
ing a no-objection from BIAL.
Under its concessionaire
agreement with civil aviation
ministry, nonew internation-
alairport can be set up within
150km of Bengaluru until
2033. Nevertheless, given the
scale of work, Hosur airport
project is expected to take
about 8 years to complete. 1ans
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Nigerian with 20kg cocaine and
couple with Ikg gold held at airport

@hmesufmdra.cum

Chennai: Customs sleuths
arrested a Nigerian woman
for smuggling 2 kg of cocai-
ne worth 20 crore at Chen-
naiairport. Sincesmuggling
drugs from Nigeria through
Doha was detected after a hi-
atus, the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) also joined
the investigation and inter-
rogated the smuggler.

The seizure occurred on
Friday when the Nigerian,
aged 36, arrived from Doha
on a Qatar Airways flight.
She was intercepted on su-
spicion, and her check-in
luggage was thoroughly
checked. She said she had co-
me to the city to pursue edu-
cation at a private universi-
ty. Customs sleuths discove-
red that the trolley had a fal-

CDCA.IHE WORTH 20 CRORE

se bottom separated by
cardboard. They found two
black plastic packs hidden
underneath, containing a
white powdery substance.
Customs sleuths confirmed
the substance as cocaine,
Customs officials said
that African smugglers cho-
ose the Middle East as the
transit point to avoid suspi-
cion. This woman also tra-
velled from Harcourt Port in
Nigeria via Doha, said cus-

toms officials. “She has tra-
velled to India for the first ti-
me, but her associates have
travelled to India in the past.
We have identified the hand-
lers of the syndicate,” said
an NCB official. The foreign
national has been remanded
injudicial custody.

The sleuths also busted a
gold smuggling modus ope-
randi engaging family gro-
ups as mules by seizing 1.018
kg of gold from a couple. Air
intelligence unit(AIU) inter-
cepted them when they arri-
ved from Kuala Lumpur on
Sunday. The husband was fo-
und to be hiding a rubbery
ball containing gold in paste
form in his shoes, while
another cylindrical ball was
seized from the wife. In total,
71.01 crore worth of gold was
seized. The couple was re-
manded in judicial custody
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Govt mulls air t tlckct cancellation fee rejig

Rﬂ‘ll‘t Vaid
Mumbai

In a move that could bring
relief to passengers, the
Centre will propose to air-
lines a revision of the ticket
cancellation charges, in-
dustry sOUrCes told
buesinessline,

The sector is deregulated,
allowing airlines to set their
own standards on cancella-
tion charges.

The new proposal is part
of the Civil Aviation Min-
istry's consultative process
with stakeholders.

Presently, passengers of-
ten end up losing almost the
entire booking amount on
cancellation as airlines de-
duct the base fare along with
the fuel surcharge.

According o industry
sources, the new proposal
will seek airlines' sugpes-
tions as well as feedback on
the ways and means towards

“substantially reducing the
penalty™.

EXCLUDE FUEL LEVY

It proposes that the cancella-
tion charges exclude the fuel
surcharge.

At present, some major
airlines’ policies lead to
charges (one-way ticket
price of over ¥5,000) ranging
from ¥4,999 o T3999 or
base fare plus fuel surcharge,
whichever is lower for can-
cellations made more than
72 hours before domestic de-
partures. The penalty re-
mains around 2,499 or base

fare (whichever is lower) if
cancelled within 24-72 hours
of departure,

On the other hand, a
tiered structure is applied
for intermational routes,
where cancellation fees
range between ¥3,000 and
7,500, depending on travel
class, distance and how close
to departure the cancellation
OCCurs,

However, passengers can
reduce these cancellation
charges by paying “a little ex-
tra” unless they choose a
non-refundable fare. For in-
stance, cancellation charges
reduce substantially on a
one-way ticket priced over
T5,000 with an additional
payment of T500 to T1,000.

The cancellation charge
issue has drawn public as
well as parliamentary scru-
tiny. An earlier report of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committe¢ on Transport,
Tourism and Culture found
cancellation fees imposed by

airlines to be arbitrary,
prompting calls for uniform-
ity. The Committee recom-
mended that no airline
should charge more than 50
per cent of the base fare and
urged the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation to mon-
itor the practice.

NOT GOVT REGULATED
Cancellation charges are not
directly regulated by the gov-
ernment. However, DGCA
has issued a Civil Aviation
Requirement, which stipu-
lates that these charges must
be displayed clearly at the
time of booking.

Furthermore, airlines are
barred from levying a fee

higher than the basic fare
plus the fuel surcharge. Car-
riers must refund statutory
levies such as user develop-
ment fee, airport develop-
ment fee and passenger ser-
vice fee if a ticket is
cancelled, not used or in the
case of no-show.
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InterGlobe-CAE to launch pilot
training centre in Mumbai

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumibal

InterClobe Enterprises
{which owns India’s largest
airline IndiGo) and CAE will
jointly open a pilot training
centre in Mumbai in the first
quarter of CY 2026, the com-
panies announced ,

This will be the joint ven-
ture's fourth training centre
and will support the training
needs of Indian aidines,
which have around 1,600 air-
craft on order,

The development comes
as the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) con-
siders the introduction of a
multi-pilot licence (MPL)
model, which emphasises on
simulator-based training for
budding pilots.

The training centre is set
become operational in the
first quarter of next year. [t
will be spread aver 44,000 g
ft with two Airbus A320 sim-
ulators and a total capacity
fior six full Qight simulators.

“The mpew  Mumbai
centre expands our ability to
meet the rapidly growing de-

mind for professional pilots
in India — as many as 20,000
over the next 10 years,"” said
Michael Azar-Hmouwda,
CAE's Divislon President
(commercial aviation’).

ELIGIRILITY CRITERLA
Currently  pilots  com-
plete 200 hours of flying,
pass written examinations
and clear medical tests to ob-
tain a commercial pillots H-
cence (CPL).

They need toundergo sim-
ulator training upon induc-
thon in an airline, for type
training (on @ particular air-
craft), while converting from
one aircraft type to another,
fior obtaining com-
mander's rank or to main-
tain  proficiency.  This
training is carried out either
in simulators in India or
overseas, depending upon
costs and availability of slots,

“Opening an  additional
training centre in Mumbai
will make getting slots
easier. Availability of pilots
also improves if training is
carried out within India as it
involves less travel,” said an
aviation expert.

Training facilities in India
are being enhanced with Air-
bus and Air India setting up
their facilities. French com-
pany Simareo is also set to
open a training centre in
Delhi. While capacity is be-
ing added, questions are be-
ing raised whether this will
prove adeguate should India
decide o adopt the MPL
model.

MPL will serve as an al-
ternative to the existing
CPL-based training but its
proposed implementation is
being opposed by flying
training schools. On the
other hand, airlines such as
Air India and IndiGio are sup-
porting the move,

“MPL addresses this by in-
tegrating competency-based
training, airline-specific
S0Ps and high-fidelity simu-
lation from day one. Unlike
CPL, MPL emphasises struc-
tured instruction in manual
fiving, automation manage-
ment and monitoring. [t also
includes upset prevention
and recovery training , a vital
safety intervention not man-
dated in India’s CPL pro-
grammes,” he added.
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Spicelet starts paperiess
boarding at Shillong airport
—

Mew Delhl: Spiceter has ralled
out a paperless boarding
process at Shillong airport. The
airline said the process affers
passengars a “faster, preener,
and more seamless check-in
experence”, Accordingly,
passengers checking in at the
alrrll:-f"'._ COLIFILa willl oW FECEeE
their boarding pass on
Whatshpp, aliminating the nesd
for physical printouts. “Thes
initiathve signifcantly reduces
wialt times at check-in and
SUPPOrts eco-tonsclous travel
by cutking denm an paper
usage,” the airline =aid. cussueesu
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Akasa Air to start daily
Bengaluru-Phuket flights

Bengaburut Akasza Air plans to
start daily diract flights
annecting Bengaluru with
Phukat from October 1, 2025,
The new route builds an the
airfing’s recently introduced
daily service between Mumbai
and Phuket. Eurrentiy_
Bengaluru has thre
internats nr\:il ccnnect ans —
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Gangwals to
Sell 3.1%in
IndiGo Parent
viaz7,020-cr
Block Deals

Dur Bureauw

Mumbal: The Loy of IndiGao
oo-foinder Rakesh Ganpanl 18
st to offioad & 1% stoke in -
teriilo Avlation  through
hiock deals worth ahowt S800
il den {07 {30 crore),

Thesharesare bEing offered at
& price of 5808 aplecs, bkl
1% below the carrent market
price, peopde sadd

The promoters hold 7.01% in
the hudpet nirline, including
4.73% directly by Gampgwal and
w Urrouh the Chinkerpoo
imly Trist. as of June-end.
Goldman Sachs, Morgan Siamn-
lex and JEMorgan are hankers
ta thedeal. the peopée said

Mg e M Mg 26 HDS

The labest transaction would
mark another phase in Gang
witl's gradiial exil from IseliGa,
which began aflter he stepped
down from tye boand in Febrs-
ry 2022, At the time, Gangwal
anid his related entities held
abaat 37% in the company Sin-
i then, bodh he aid his wiks,
Shobhs Gamgwal, lsoyve besn sies-
aillly reducing 0 EXpELEe
through a serles ol stakesales,

Gangwal's family have agreed
for i 150-day lock-up peried on
further shame sales, noeording
o theterms

IndiGe, wnd Gangwal did not
Tespond to querbes

ThizMax Gangwal sold &5, 7%
siake in IndiGa for aboat 5196
hiflion vin & karge block deal
Barlbr tranches in 502 and
Akl also saw gradun] paring of
the Bnmily's hodding,
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Spicelet launches
paperless boarding

at Shillong airport
BUDGET CARRIER SPICEFET
on Tuesday said it has
rolled out a paperless
baarding facility at

Shilleng airpert, reducing
waiting time for
PASLENgErs

FE BUREAU & AGENCIES
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Faltering connectivity

Need to address operational challenges
to make UDAN work better

NDIAIS OME of the fastest growing domestic airtravel markets glob-
allybut the government’s ambitious plans for regional connectivity
to smaller cities by providing affordable air travel through its Ude
Desh kaAam Nagrik scheme (UDAN) is stillawork in progress.Since
this demand-drivenschemekicked off in 2017 —with the firstinaugural
flight between Delhi and Shimla—15 million passengers have availed of
UDAN. But this regional connectivity scheme’s passenger count has
plunged by57%to 1.4 million passengers in FY 25 from the peaklevel of
3.3 millionin FY22 . The numbers make fordismal reading. Currently,637
out of the 915 valid routes have been operationalised, connecting 92
unserved and underserved airports,including 15 heliportsand twowater
aerodromes acrossthe country. Nearly 80% of the 92 airports still remain
unserved. As if all of this weren't bad enough, 222 routes under the
scheme have been discontinued since 2020 as airlines like Air India and
Akasa Air do not fly on them. This does not augur well for the scheme’s
success as it depends on participation by the established airlines.

The UDAN scheme, which was intended to democratise aviation,
cdearlyis at the crossroads and needs focused policyinterventions to make
it work better. Although the government offers viability gap funding—
around ¥4,160 crore,including ¥2,233 crorebetween FY23 and FY25—
to incentivise private airlines to provide subsidised air travel, these oper-
ators make theirown assessment of demand to participate in thisscheme.
To be sure, there are serious challenges of providing flight servicesin hith-
erto unconnected regions, including low passenger demand, low visibil-
ity at certain airports, and a shortage of aircraft. Pakyong airport in
Sikkim,builtat 4,600 feet above sea level, exemplifies some of these chal-
lenges as flight operations to Kolkata have been frequently affected due
tovisibility issuesand poor weather. If flights are suspended dueto these
challenges, this is bound to impact the economics of participating in the
UDAN scheme even after all the subsidies are factored in. If a decent
return is elusive, established airlines, including the smaller ones, are
unlikely to be enthusiastic about UDAN.

Theupshot isthat UDAN can take off onlyifit makes businesssense for
the players. Operating in a high-cost environment—a problem that
afflicts the domestic civil aviation industry as awhole—is indeed chal-
lenging. Government policy can certainly im provethis state ofaffairsby
lowering taxes on aviation turbine fuel (ATF)—which accounts for 40% of
operating costs—by including petro products in the goods and services
tax regime.The Centre has sought to remedy this state of affairs by cap-
ping excise duty at 2% on ATFpurchases atregional connectivity scheme
airports for the first three years.

The various state governments have also committed to reducing the
value added taxon ATFto 1% or less for 10 years and providing fire and
utility services at reduced rates. Addressingissues like last-mile connec-
tivityfrom the city centre tothe airport, frequent flight diversions or can-
cellationsdue toweatherwillalsohelp.There is also a need tostep up via-
bility gap financing and budgetary outlays. The budgeted estimate for
2025-26 0of T549 crore for the UDAN scheme is a third lower than the
revised estimate for the previous fiscal.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS Ved: 27 August 2025 @

READTO LEaD  https: Hepaper financialexpress.co
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Airfares soar ahead

of diwali rush

UP State Bureau

LUCKENOW

Travelling to Lucknow during
Diwali is set to hecome
expensive, with  airfares
already surging nearly four
times the usual rates. Mormally
priced between 3,000 and
w4000, tickets from Delhi to
Lucknow have now climbed to
as high as 27200,

This vear, Diwali falls on
October 20, and from October
18 omwards, people living in
Delhi and Mumbai are
expected to begin returning
home, With tain tickets
booked out months in
advance, many passengers are
forced o turn to alr wavel,
despite the steep increase in
fares. An Alr India dcket for
flight AF2477 from Delhi is
currently priced at 4747,
while Indigos direct flight 8E-
2258 costs 24,83 Several other
flights are charging between

= R T l

Ticket doubled from
Delhi to Lucknow,
Mumbai and
Bengaluru flyers
face steepest costs

7000 and 72000 Travel
experts predict that as the fes-
tival approaches, fares could
rise further, reaching between
2000 and 15000,

Flights from Mumbai and
Bengaluru to Lucknow are
proving even costlies Air India
Express flight [X-1219 from
Mumbai is priced at zI6,241,
while Indigo 6E-5370 has
touched 218,399,
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Army officer put on SpicelJet’s
no-fly list for assaulting staff

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A senior army offi-
cer who allegedly assaulted Spi-
ceJet staff at Srinagar airport has
been placed on the airline’s
no-fly list for five years, two offi-
cials close to the development
confirmed on Monday.

The incident took place on
July 26, at the boarding gate of
flight SG 386 from Srinagar to
Delhi.

“The passenger who hit the
airline staff has been declared as
unruly and it has been decided to
put him in the airline’s No Fly
List. As per norms, he will not be
able to fly in any of the SpiceJet
domestic or international flights
for five years,” one of the officials
said, requesting anonymity.

A second official, also declin-
ing to be named, said: “The deci-
sion was taken by the committee

The staff member sustaineda
spinal fracture and jaw injuries

in the assault. REUTERS
formed, as per civil aviation
rules (CAR), after which the air-
line has been directed to ban the
passenger.”

Spicelet did not respond to
requests for a comment from
HT. According to the airline’s
carlier statement, the dispute
began after staff informed the
officer that his two cabin bags
weighed 16kg, more than double
the 7kg limit.

“When politely informed of
the excess baggage and asked to

pay the applicable charges, the
passenger refused and forcefully
entered the aerobridge without
completing the boarding process
- a clear violation of aviation
security protocols. He was
escorted back to the gate by a
CISF official,” the airline had
said.

“At the gate, the passenger
grew increasingly aggressive and
physically assaulted four mem-
bers of the SpiceJet ground
staff,” it added.

The staff suffered a spinal
fracture and jaw injuries. A
video of the incident, showing
the officer hitting staff with a
queue stand, was widely circu-
lated on August 3.

An FIR was registered, while
the airline wrote to the civil avia-
tion ministry appraising them
about the assault on its staff and
had requested appropriate
action against the passenger.
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Gangwal to trim IndiGo stake

Planned $801 million stake sale would take the airline co-founder’s holding to less than 5%

[ . r-.'..-.' o
dipali banka@ivemintcom
MEW DELHI

ndiGioco-founder and promoter
Rakesh Gangwal plans to sell
shares worth 5801 million in the
country’s largest airline, accord-
ing toa term sheet seen by Mint.
Goldman Sachs (India) Securities,
Morgan Stanlev Tndia and 1.7, Mor-
gan India are arranging the trade.
Undler the updated terms, Gangwal
and his Chinkerpoo Family Trust will
sell upto 121 million shares—or aboat
31%—in InterGGlobe Aviation Ltd,
which runs IndiGo. The offer price of
15,808 reflects a nearly 4% discount
to the stock’s closing price of T6.050
on Tuesday on the NSE
Afier thissale, Gangwal would own
1.71% in Indigo while his co-promoter
and managing director of the airline,
Rahul Bhatia, would hold 35.73%.
At December 2021-end, Gangwal
held 36 6%, and Bhatia owned 37.8%

Gangwal has steadily pared his helding since 2022, when he stepped down

from the board following disputes with co-promoter Rahul Bhatia.

in InterGlobe Aviation.

Gangwal has continuously pared
his stake in the airline over the past
few wears, after a feud between him
and Bhatia—the two co-founded the
airline in 2006—was laid to rest.

REUTERS

In 2019, Gangwal accused Bhatia of

corporate governance lapses. The
dispute became public when he
wrote to markel regulator Sebi,
pointing to issues such as related-
party transactions and the chairman’s

lack of independence.

In 2022, Gangwal resigned from
the hoard of directors of Inter(z lobe
Aviation. In a letter to the board, he
said he intended to pare down his
then 37% stake over the next five
vears and asked that no
unpublished price-sensi-
tive information he
shared with him.

Among the stake sales
that he underiook, Gang-
wal sold 5.83% stake in
April 2024, another
5.83% last August, and
5. 7% this May.

With about 64% market
share, IndiGo dominates
the airline industry in
India. Last month, the air-

e

GANGWAL and hiz
Chinkerpoo Family
Trust will sl up to

121 millicn shares in
InterGlobe Aviation

INDIGO'S profit fell
20% Year-on-year in
the June quarter to
12176 crore, despite
higher capacity

India-Pakistan border clash, aswell as
the crash involving an AirIndia flisht
in June, had hit travel during the key
summer break period.

However, revenue during the June
puarter was up 6% year-on-year to Rs
21,543 crore. At the same
time, the 16% growth in
available seat kilometres
(ASK) to 42.3 billion, a
measure of lying capac-
ity. far outstripped the
revenue growth.

“The June quarter was
shaped by significant
external challenges that
created headwinds for the
entire aviation sector,”
said Pieter Elbers, chief
executive officer of

line reported a 20% year-
on-veardeclineinits profitto Rs 2176
crore for the June quarter despite
higher caparities.

Incidents, including the Pahalgam
terrorist attack and the subsequent

IndiCio in a press release.
“Despite these industry-wide disrup-
tions, we reported anet profit of INR
21,763 million with a net profit mar-
gin of around 11% for the quarter
ended June 2025, he said.
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Fragile Skies

ndia’s aviation industry has soared into the global elite,

now ranking as the world’s third-largest aviation market - a

remarkable feat. Yet, the recent air crash ~ atragedy that

claimed 260 lives in Ahmedabad on June 12 - casts along
shadow over this achievement In its wake, a parliamentary
review has sounded alarms over a more silent but deeply
corrosive threat: the dwindling capacity of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), now functioning with almost
half of its sanctioned positions unfilled. Out of 1,063 posts, only
553 are nccupied.

That means nearly 50 per cent of critical roles ~ responsible
for oversight, compliance, and safety ~ remain vacant. This is
not merely a bureaucratic glitch; it’s a fundamental breakdown
in the architecture meant to safeguand our skies. Even as
aviation flourishes, the watchdog wears thin, precariously close
to being ineffective.

Indias aviation growth story is often told through passenger
numbers, new airport inaugurations, and recond-breaking
aircraft orders. Yet these achievements can easily be
overshadowed if safety fails to keep pace. Publicconfidence is a
fragile currency in aviation; once shaken, it is hard to rebuild
This is why strengt hening oversight is not just a regulatory task
but a national priority tied directly to economic growth and
global credibility.

Meanwhile, air traffic controllers (ATCs) - who operate at the
heart of airport operations - are under relentless strain. Metro
airports see them working long, fatiguing shifts, with
inadequate training adding to their burden. Fatigue among
ATCsis not an abstract concern: it is a tangible risk. one that
exacerbates the possibility of human error in high-stakes
envionments.

Indeed, there is already a troubling indicator: ranway
incursions ~ events where aireralt or vehicles enter protected
unway space - are occurring at a rate much higher than the
accepted target. Coupled with the inadequate reporting of
near-misses and safety lapses, these disturbances reveal a
system inching toward systemic failure. The silence around
these dangers only deepens the peril.

For India to confront the memory of the recent crash, and to
forestall another, the DGCA must be empowered swiftly, The
parliamentary panel’s recommendation should not just be
considered, but acted upon: granting the regulator full financial
and administrative autonomy: This would enable the DGCA to
speed up hiring, invest in training, and bolster its monitoring
capahilities.

Moreover, controllers deserve humane working conditions
aligned with the latest scientific understanding of fatigue. And
the culture within safety oversight must evolve: adopting a " Just
Culture” framework when errors are reported without fear of
reprisal, fostering learning rather than punishment

The recent tragic crash is still fresh on the national
conscience, Let it serve as a watershed moment, not only in
collective grief but as a catalyst for reform. India’s aviation
ambitions can only fly on the wings of trust built upon safety.
Strengthening the institutions that guard us is not optional - it
is essential, Failing to doso risks not just flying machines, but
the very faith we place in them, Lmah.m;, uluny. ide.

Ehfs'mmn Tue, 26 August 2025 - @

https //epaper.thestatesm [
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Fragile Skies

ndias aviation industry has soared into the global elite,

now ranking as the worlds third-largest aviation market - a

remarkable feat. Yet, the recent air crash ~ a tragedy that

claimed 260 lives in Ahmedabad on June 12 - casts a long
shadow over this achievement. In its wake, a parliamentary
review has sounded alarms over a more silent but deeply
corrosive threat: the dwindling capacity of the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation {DGCA), now functioning with almost
half of its sanctioned positions unfilled. Out of 1063 posts, only
553 are occupied.

That means nearly 50 per cent of critical roles - responsible
for oversight, compliance, and safety - remain vacant. This is
not merely a bureawcratic glitch: its a fundamental breakdown
in the architecture meant to safeguard our skies. Even as
aviation flourishes, the watchdog wears thin, precariously close
o being ineffective.

Indias aviation growth story is often told through passenger
mumbers, new alrport inagurations, and record-breaking
alrcraft orders. Yet these achievements can easily be
overshadowed if safety fails to keep pace. Public confidence isa
fragile currency in aviation: once shaken, it is hard to rebuild.
This is why strengthening oversight is not just a regulatory task
ut a natlonal priority tied directly to economic growih and
elobal credibility.

Meanwhile, air traffic controllers | ATCs) - who operate at the
heart of airport operations - are under relentless strain. Metro
alrports see them working long, fatieuing shifts, with
inadequate training adding to their burden. Fatizue among
ATCs s not an abstract concer, it s a tangihle risk, one that
exacerbates the possibility of human error in high-stakes
environments.

Indeed, there is already a troubling indicator: rumway
incursions - events where aircraft or vehicles enter protected
runway space ~ are oocurring at a rate much higher than the
accepted target. Coupled with the inadequate reporting of
near-misses and safety lapses, these disturbances reveal a
system inching toward systemic failure. The sllence around
these dangers only deepens the peril.

For India to confront the memory of the recent crash, and to
forestall another, the DGCA must be empowered swiftly. The
parliamentary panel’s recommendation should not just be
considered, but acted upone granting the regulator full financial
and administrative autonomy. This would enable the DGCA to
speed up hiring, invest in training. and bolster its monitoring
capabilities.

Moreover, controllers deserve humane working conditions
allened with the latest sclentific understanding of fatipue. And
the culture within safety oversight must evolve: adopting a “Just
Culre” framework where errors are reported without fear of
reprisal, fostering learning rather than punishment.

The recent tragic crash is still fresh on the national
conscience. Let It serve as a watershed moment, not only in
collective grief but as a catalyst for reform. India’s aviation
ambitions can anly fly on the wings of trust built upon safety.
Strengihening the institutions that guard us is not optional - it
Is essential. Failing to do so risks not just flving machines, but
the very faith we place in them, crashing alongside.
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Gangwal to sell
31% Indigo stake
for over I7k cr

Tines News NETWORK

Mumbai: Rakesh Gangwal
along with the Fmily's
trust, part of the promoter
family of Interglobe Avia-
tion (Indigo), is selling ahout
1.2 erore shares of the air-
ling, translating to 31% of
its equity for at least Ks 7,028
crore (about 801 million).

The Indian arms of Mor-
gan Stanley, Goldman Sachs
and JP Morgan are manag-
ing the block deal, expected
to be executed on Thursday
atafloor priceof Rs5,808 per
share, a 4% discount to In-
terglobe Aviation's Tuesday
close, term sheet for the
deal showed.

Gangwal, one of the
founding-promoters of In-
dia's leading airline, has
been selling his stake in the
company since Sept 2022, af
ter he and Kahul Bhatia, al-
z0 A eo-founder and promo-
ter of the company settled
their dispute. According to
data since 2022 this will be
Bhatia's seventh's round of
stake sale in Indigo.

Usually, after each block
deal by a large shareholder,
there’s a cooling off’ period
of at least three months be-

After Rahul Bhatiaand
Rakesh Gangwal ended
theirdispute, and the
latter resignedin Feb
2022, Gangwal & family
have reduced their stake
in Indigo from nearly
37%in June 2022, to
7.8%in June 2025. Post
Thursday's deal, Gang-
wal's holding inthe
airline he founded with
Bhatia in 2008, is expect-
edtofalltoabout4.7%.

fore the same seller can go
for another round of stake
sale through another block
trade.  After Thursday’s
stake sale, Gangwal and
family will not be able to sell
another Indigo stake for 150
days, thetermsheet showed.

Inthelast three-and-half
vears, the stock price of In-
digo has gone up by more
than three times: From Rs
1807 on March 2, 2022 to its
Tuesday close at Rs 6,045,
The stock price jump came
despiteoneof the promoters
selling nearly 30% of the
company’s equity, a market
plaver pointed out.,
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SpiceJet bars
Army officer from
flights for 5 years

._"']llr pJet has barred an Ar-
my officer from Oying on
its domestic and internatio
! services for five vears .3.f
tera three-member panel fo-
und him guilty of assaulting
fourairline employess at Sri-
nagar alrportonJuly 28. The
officer can appeal, though
other airlines are also free (o
bar him. SpiceJet sald the
confrontation began when
the officer wins asked to pay
for excess cahin baggage. s
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