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Stkkim MP urges Centre to fast-track Pakyong Awrport slope restoration

GANGTOK, July 25: Sikkim
Lok Sabha MP Indra Hang Subba
has urged the Centre to expedite
the permanent restoration of the
slope failure below the runway of
Pakyong Airport here, warning
that further delays will increase
risk, project costs and prolong the
closure of the Himalayan state’s
only arrport.

During a meeting with Umon
Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu in New Delh
on Friday, the MP submitted a de-
tailed representation seeking ur-
gent mtervention to fast-track the
restoration process.

According to a press statement
1ssued by the MP's office, Subba

He urged the Civil
Aviation Ministry to
complete all surveys,
investigations,
planning and
statutory approvals
before the current
monsoon ends so that
restoration work can
begin during the next
working season.

miformed the Union mimster that
the slope failure has also severely
mmpacted National Highway 717A,

causing hardship to commuters and
residents of Pakyong. He stressed
that a permanent engineering so-

lution 18 erucial not only to restore
airport operations but also to en-
sure the long-term statnlity and safe-

ty of the surrounding area.

The MP expressed concern that
prehminary studies for permanent
slope stabilisation have remaimned
pending for months, delaying res-
toration work despite two mon-
soon seasons having already
passed. He warned that the con-
tmued deterioration of the affect-
ed slopes would make rehahilita-
tion more difficult and significantly
merease project costs.

Subba urged the Civil Aviation
Ministry to complete all surveys,
mvestigations, planning and statu-
tory approvals before the current
monsoon ends so that restoration
work can begin during the next
working season.

Highlighting the broader im-
pact, he said the prolonged sus-
pension of fight operations from
Pakyong Airport has disrupted
tourism, trade, healthcare access
and economic activity in Sikkim.
As the State's only airport, he said,
Pakyong remams a critical link for
residents, visitors, businesses,
emergency services and strate-
gIC agencies.

According to the release, Union
Mimster Ram Mohan Nawdu gave
a patient hearing to the MP's con-
cerns and assured him that the
matter would be examined on pri-
ority, with the mumistry taking nec-
essary steps to facilitate the resto-
ration process, it said. — PTI
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Bhogapuramairport set to take flight on tribal beats

13,000 artistes from the Araku region to perform at the airport opening on August 1

@ Maga Sridhar
Hydesatad

The synchronbzed move-
ments  reflect  communal

When the new Allurl Sh-
arama Raju Intermational
Ak at
s Vo
It willl not just
launch flights — bt will also
w the fore the
iy of Andhra Pra-
desh's indigenous culrure.
Before firsz commer-
clal flight takes off, the tar-
mac will vibrare to the syn
chronised steps of 13,000
tribal dancers performing
the anclent Dhimsa dance,
Prime Minkser Narendra
Mo will formally naugur-
ate the ld alrport,
deve by the GMR
Giroup, on 1. He will
also a?idre;:ufm ic meet-
Ing after the inspguration.
According to Andhira Pra-
desh Minister Kondapalli
Srinlvas, commercial opera-
thoins ar the airpost will eom-

Locals from tribal communities performing the Dhimsa dance
in Bosubeda, near Araio Valley e

mence on August 17, [ s
mmw&mw
ities; the s name also
strikes an emotbomal choed
wirh the locals.

Alheri Siarama Rajuwasa
celebrated  revolutionary
who united the tribal com-
munities of the Manvam re-

on and led the herale

Rebellion® insz
l!t'rl:h..::qI colonkal nlle.hﬂ:ven—

rially lying dow bis e

According to an Andhra
Pradesh Tourism Depart-

ment official, Dhimsa is the
best-known cultural experes-
glon af the hill tribes of the
formed by of 15- 20
women dressed in colourfisl
traditional sarees and orna-
ments, the dance feamres
synchronksed circular
movements set e the

of igenows In-
R
members of the comm .
These Include the Morl, a
wind Instrument, and the
Thiuedum and Dappu drums.

unity, friendship and the
deep bond between tribal
communities and namure,
while the dance’s various

everyday life,
N 3 lakh people from
Visakhaparsmm, Viz-
Srikakulam,

LED SCREENS

MT Krishna Babu, Chief Of-
ficer of the Alrport |

aton Commites, s an
LED screen would be In-
sralled for every 5000 ar-
rendees 1o the auds-
ence o watch the Prime
Minkster's address.
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® CONTRASTING TAKE-OFFS

Greenfield airports: Diverging paths

PROGRESS REPORT. As Andhra Pradesh readies to add a new alrpart, why Tamil Nadu's effort is stuck at the starting block

|
T E Raja Simhan

ith the greenfield

Bmﬁgu:un alrport, near
Visakhaparmam, sex to b

imaugurated on Augusy 1
by Prime Minister Narendra Modl, com-
partsons heve again surfaced berween
Andhra Pradesh's Bagship aviation pro-

ject mdmet\mpuaed Parandur alrport,
near Clen

While both alrpors in sputhern Indis
were conceived o meet the rising de-
mand for avisdon services, thelr
timelines have diverged sharply because
of the narure of the land identihed for ac-
quisition and the challemges that
followed,

Bhogapuram, which has secured its
serodrome Heence and ks ready for com-
miercial rarions, received the size
clearance from the Centre in 2006, The
Andhra Pradesh government awarded
the concession to GMR Alrports in X020,
the jom stone was laid in May

223, and the consoruction wis com-
pleced in about three years.
Parandur, n contrast, remains i the
’l{m-mmr.muh.m stage desplre the then
amil Nadu government declding on the
gite in 2022 and receving the Centre’s in-
neciple approval In 2023, The Seate is
'!.P:.:J: mﬁe‘mplem land sequisition, aanLuI
s developer or commence consTrucTion.
The aew government, headed bF"I\un-
agm Venrl Kazhagam, is slow on
mm]wt as its beader mdmmnuﬂﬂfhilms-
ter © Joseph Vijay had supported che vil-
Lagers of P inopposing the green-
field project This was also a2 stepping
stome for ks entry into policics.

HURDLES ON LANT

The Bhogapuram site largely comprizes
dry n.grjthurnI land, ge'l.'tt'ummtpland
anddl scrubland with fewer habirations,
making land acqubsition primarily an ex-
ercise in COMEPEnganion anid
rehabilitrtion.

At Parandur, on the other hand a1
stake are nearly 5,000 acres of fertile ir-
rigated farmland, wethnds and lrrigation
tanks spread across 13 villages. The pro-
ject has fxced sustalned opposition from
Ioeals over the leomibng logs of multi-crop
agricubrural land, the disreprion of irriga-
ton systemsand the ecological role of the
interconnected wetlands thar serve a8
fovd busifers.

The complexity inherent in J.n;[l.ld.l'll'l.ﬂ
emvironmentally sensitive and densely

READY FOR BUSINESS. Bhogapuram intermational arport, near Visekbapotnim s s

Bhogapuram and Parandur airport projects: Atimeline
Sie seection H5-I6 na

Centre's irprmciple sponnen|  Hilb

131

Completed; predeminantly dry
ggriczd furi] and gevernmest fand
withlimited deglacemeant

Land acopeisibion

Sngang, with sustaimed
lozal opposition; nely 4,570
acres of fertile tanmland,
wiztliands and 13 villages

thveloger selaction MR Alrports fappombed In 2020) Yot to ba decided
Financial dosure Achived hetom construction Pencding

Foumcation stone laping May 233 Awalted

Constrictinn May 2M23-16 Koo

Current status Innugrarmtion an Augst | Land acqusition stage

cutltivated land has slowed TJ:qun.*euL

Oificials familiar with both projects
emphasised thar it was like “comparing
?HiLu and oranges®, given the w’dl:-'ll dif-
erent land acguisition challenges. How
ever, they acknowledged thar the two
projects continge to be viewed o8 bench-
marks for infrastructure execution in
southern India

1 Krishnan, pastner ar § Natesa Iver Lo-
pistics LLP, sald Andhen Pradesh's ap-
proach o site selection had helped it
avoid controversies right from the early

stage.
“The Andhrd Pradesh government's
initial search and identification of the alr-

por land was methodieal and the search
commirtes eschewed any controversy
likely 1o surface by interested groups.

This ensured the project did not face ma-
jorimplemsneathon delays," he sakd.
LOES OF BUSINEES

Parandur has atracted  emdrommental
and livelihood concerns from day one, he
polnred our. “The dense indwerrial and
urhan sctivity anowund Chennal has made
kdentifving a new slne |
ﬂm]hrig]':fg_ mﬁm mpummm
surface even I altemative locathons am
denrified " e addied

Indusery stakeholders also stressed the

economic implications of the delay.,

Sharmindar Saravanan, Managing Dis-
ector of SSK Smart Move Logistics It
Lid, sald Chennat's alr cargo ecosystem Is
facing congestion, Infrastructure Hmits-
tons snd lengthy processing times,
prompting exporters and frelght foe-
wanders ©o conslder rouring cargo

Bengalury, Hyderabad or Kochi

*This 18 nog merely a logisrics keswe —
It |s an econpomic compenitive ness fssue,
i ers continoe shifting cargo o
neighbouring States, Tamil Nm:]umnﬂm
bosing business despite having one of In-
dia's st manufacnring hases, ™ he edd.

He argued that Parandur is sorazegic-
ally fioe the Stata's long-term
lm]umrmgnn;wh LvesTment ammaul:inn
and export competitiveness.

Dinesh K Krighian, Mansging Director
of Unkted Shipplag Services Pvx Lid, sald
amy makor alrpoet infrastrocoure ghould
be viewed as a long-term strategic asset
Ensulated from political changes.

“The rrade communiry spenr countless
man-hours workin slde Sateagen-
cies like TIDCO IEM!?H'EE thie P&mnngim

project. Extensive socio-economic, envie-
onmenta] and wechnbeal sudies were
completed o secure key regulatory dear-
ances. To see the project poused or
shelved withoot cven a review

wirth trade stakeholders is deeply digap-
pointing," he sabd.

He cantloned thar Chennal's mmi in-
dustrial expansion requires addirional

erand cargo capacity to avedd fu-
ﬁﬂ?&mﬂm Wmﬂ prolonged
deleys could strengrhen competing avi-
ation hubs In Kamaraka and Andhea
Pradesh.

The comtrasting evperiences of the rwo
adrport projects underscore the facy chat
regulatory approvals alone do mot de-
termine the pace of e Infrasrrueiuire
development. The ahbillty 1o complete
land acquisition, rehabilitarion de-
veloper selection remains the decisive
factor in moving projects from planning
b0 EXEruTion sTage.

uram demonstrates thar onee
these stones are achieved, o green-
field alrport can be completed in about
three yeara. Bur nearly four vears after
Parandur was idenrified as the preferred
aite, Chennal’s second airport s nowherne
near the finlshing line.

We value your feedback.
Do send yoler comments to
bl.logistics@thehindu.co.in
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T’gana okays Z2.2K cr for new airport project

Facility to be developed by Airports Authority of India & IAF; defence ministry submitted report on May 26 after survey

MANDA RAVINDER REDDY
@ Hydearahad

THE Telangana government
has sanctioned ¥2,278.14 crore
for acquiring 2,009.23 acres for
the proposed Adilabad Airport,
which will be developed as a
joint-user facility for civilian
and IAF operations.

Of the total land, 1,609.23
acres will be acquired for the
IAF, while 400 acres have been
earmarked for a civil aviation
enclave, maintenance, repair
and overhaul (MRO) facilities,
cargn operations and hangars.
Special Chief Secretary, Trans-
port and Roads & Buildings, Vi-
kas HRaj, issued orders to this
effect. According to the orders,
the airport will be developed
jointly by the Alrports Author-
ity of India (AAlI) and the IAF
to support passenger services,
cargo operations, IAF training,
MRO and other aviation-related
activities. The project gained

Air Force seeks an additional 1,500 acres of land

While the IAF already owns 369.45 acres at the site, it sought an
additional 1,500 acres adjoining the existing land to establish a full-
fledged training facility. It also requested the state government to
acquire the land and hand it over to the IAF free of cost.

momentum after the Ministrv
of Defence, on May 26, submit-
ted a report based on a joint sur-
vey of the proposed airfield.
The ministry informed the state
government that a 9,000-foot

runway would be required.
While the [AF already owns
369.45 acres at the site, it sought
an additional 1,500 acres ad-
joining the existing land to es-
tablish a full-fledged training

facility It also requested the
state government to acquire
the land and hand it over to the
[AF free of cost.0On May 30, the
state povernment conveyed its
consent to the ministries of De-
fence and Civil Aviation for the
project and requested them to
identify the required land. Sub-
sequently, an LAF team visited
Adilabad on June 17 and
finalised the land pro-
posed for acquisition by
marking its coordi-
nates. Following the
survey, the Adilabad
district collector sub-
mitted land acguisition
estimates to the government
and sought cancellation of an
earlier order for acquiring 700
acres so that fresh acguisition
could be undertaken as per the
revised IAF requirement.

In its orders. the government
said it had informed the Minis-
trv of Defence that it was pre-
pared to bear the cost of land

acqguisition and remove all ob-
stacles—including power lines,
river diversions and other util-
ities—from state funds to expe-
dite the project. It added that
the land value could be adjust-
ed against any defence land re-
guired by the state in the fu-
ture. The state povernment re-
iterated its commitment to
extending full cooperation
to the Ministries of De-
fence and Civil Avia-
tion to expedite the
airport project. It also
reguested the Ministry
of Civil Aviation to de-
marcate the proposed 400
acres earmarked for future ex-
pan=ion and aviation-related
infrastructure
Meanwhile, state Roads &
Buildings Minister Komatired-
dyv Venkat Reddy =said the gov-
ernment has directed officials
to complete land acquisition,
including shifting utilities, by
December 31.
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Man arrested for hoax bomb call at Lucknow airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Lucknow

The Uttar Pradesh Police have
arrested a 30-year-old man from
Kanpur for allegedly making a
hoax bomb call at the Chaudhary
Charan Singh International Airport
(CCSIA) in Lucknow on Sunday.

The accused, Shyam Sunder, is
currently being interrogated by
security agencies.

Around 11:45 pm on Friday, a call
was received on Dial-112 helpline
from a mobile number claiming
that a bomb had been planted at
the Lucknow airport.

Following the alert, emergency
services, including the bomb dis-
posal squad, dog squad and fire
brigade, were immediately

deployed. A thorough search oper-
ation was conducted from mid-
night until 1 am, involving rigorous
screening of passengers at all entry
points and intensive patrolling by
the CISF across the airport premis-
es and cargo terminal.

After hours of intensive checks,
security agencies confirmed that
nothing suspicious was found,
declaring the call a hoax. However,
security and patrolling at the
airport were subsequently height-
ened. Using surveillance tracking,
police traced the mobile number's
location to Kanpur. The accused,
Shyam Sunder, from the
Jaisinghpur area of Bidhuna in
Kanpur, was apprehended by
the police.

On Sunday morning, Sub-

Inspector Nishu Chaudhary of the
Sarojini Nagar police station regis-
tered a non-cognisable report (NCR)
against the accused based on the
mobile number.

The accused has been placed in
the lockup at the Sarojini Nagar
police station, and the police are
questioning him to ascertain the
motive behind the hoax threat.

Cop accuses husband
of harassment

A woman constable with the
Uttar Pradesh Police, residing in the
Talkatora area of Lucknow, has
lodged a complaint against her
husband for alleged physical and
mental harassment, issuing death
threats and taking away their four-
year-old daughter.

According to the police, a first
information report (FIR) has been
registered, and a detailed investi-
gation is currently underway.

The victim stated that she was
married to Rajendra Kumar of
Jhansi. She alleged that her
hushand has been torturing her
since their wedding, using abusive
language, threatening to ruin her
career and physically assaulting her
whenever he visits Lucknow. She
had previously called Dial-112 for
help regarding these incidents.

The constable alleged that her
husband hacked her mobile phone
to access her personal information.
He reportedly calls her acquain-
tances and behaves obscenely
and has even hired people to
follow her, causing severe mental

distress and fear.

She stated that she feels safe only
when wearing her uniform and is
currently unable to visit her chil-
dren's school.

On April 3, 2026, during a visit
to |hansi, her husband allegedly
took their four-year-old daughter
and has refused to return her.
When she went to retrieve the
child, he reportedly threatened to
kill her. The victim mentioned
that she single-handedly looks
after her two children and that
her husband's family members
constantly instigate him against
her. The Talkatora police con-
firmed that a case has been reg-
istered based on the woman's
complaint and further legal
action is being taken.
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UP Govt to launch aviation-focused
girls’ school near Noida airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

A 480-seat Sarvodaya resi-
dential school for girls
being built near the Noida
International Airport at
|ewar is expected to begin
functioning from the next
academic session in April
2027, officials said on
Sunday. The Uttar Pradesh
Government has decided to
develop the school as a
centre of excellence (CoE)
for aviation, considering its
proximity to the airport to
prepare students for
careers in the aviation
sector, they said.
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Social Welfare, Asim Arun,
said, "Our objective is not
only to provide quality and
modern education to the
daughters of the state but
also to equip them for
careers in emerging fields
such as aviation. The

The CEO of the Boarding
Schools® Association of
India (BSAl), Sapna Sukul,

~| said the collaboration aims

Sarvodaya school will prove
to be a milestone in giving
wings to their aspirations.”
According to the officials,
The Doon School will
provide academic mentor-
ship and institutional
support to help develop
the school into a world-
class educational institu-
tion. Experienced teachers
and experts fram The Doon
School will regularly visit
the campus and provide
guidance in teaching
methods, school adminis-
tration and co-curricular
activities, they said.

to ensure that quality edu-

| cation reaches every child,

and hoped that more
boarding schools associat-

| ed with the organisation

would join the initiative in
future. Menawhile, Jewar
MLA Dhirendra Singh has
laid the foundation for a
modern composite school
to be built at an estimated
cost of ¥25 crore.

The school, to be con-
structed by the Uttar
Pradesh Projects
Corporation Limited on
around six acres of land
provided by the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA), will offer education
from pre-primary to Class 12
with smart classrooms,
science and computer lab-
oratories, a library and
sports facilities.
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Centre scraps X10,000-crore ATF
fund after airlines skip MoU deadline

—
Rohit Vaid
L

The Centre has discontimed
s T10000-crore  aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) Price Soa-
bilisarion  Fund  (PSF)
scheme after no domestic
airline came forward o sign
the mandaiory memor-
andum of understan

(Mol with state-owned ol

marketing co bes within
the prescribed timeframe,
sorces told kestnessline,

According to sources, the
volumtary mechanlsm failed
o take off degpite the Centre
operatiomlizing the frame-
woek following the recent
West Asia crisis.

“The scheme has been dis-
contimied a8 no - glrdine

ed the required Mol
ﬁh the {l.l'.'lunq within the
prescribed tmeline,” a per-
son aware of the develop-
ment sald.

In June, the Cabiner ap-
proved the one-time £10,000
croge PSF 1o protect alrlines
from sharp wolagility o
i-y::hn ATF prices triggered

‘Wesr Asia rensions,

INDUSTEY SUPPORT
The scheme was designed to
ngate  OMCs  for
Insses arising from supply
Jex fuel [ur?}srrhﬂpaﬂ%l?g'ﬁ
lines ar a pre-determined
benchmark price. Under the
framework, participation by

e

b=

GROUNDED. No domestic carrier signed the mandatory
agresments with the OMCs within the prescribed timeframe

alrlines was volunrary. Carri-
ers choosing to opt in were
required to execute atr

ite Mol with the Minlstry at'
Civil Aviation, the Miniscry
of Petroleum and Matural
Gas, and the concerned
OMC before purchasing ATF
under the  ficed-price
miechanlam,

The benchmark ATF
prices under the scheme
were fixed ar the free-on-
board (FOB) level at $86.32
per litre for domestic opera-
tions and T104.49 per lirre
for internarional operations,
with the effective selling
price in Dedhl working our 1o
around ¥115 per lirre after
the applicable charges.

Hal?l.upwun muurus::ajxi the
subsequent moderation in
mternational crude ofl and
ATF prices significantly re-

uﬁ:‘r the c?mmen:: ar-
mactiveness of the fixed-
price mechanism.

As  marker-linked ATF
prices eased following che
de-escalation of rensions in
West Asia, airlines preferred

o confinue procuring fuel
under the prevailing pricing
mechanism rather Coem-
mic o the stablisarion
framework

WAR IMPACT

The PSF mechaniam had re-
placed the temposary cxp on
domestic ATF prices that the
government introduced
after intermational jet fuel

Cis d g by dur
ftj:e hetssuhrﬁ:uf the West .!L;ﬁ
crisis

Per sources, while the
present scheme has been dis-
continued, the government
remaing red 1o con-
sider similar mearker-stabil-
lsation measures  should
ghobal fuel prices witness an-
other ped perbod of
exceptional volatility.

“The framework was cre-
ated o address an ew-
traordinary situarion. I sim-
itar clrcumnstances  arise
again, the government hag
the experience and ¥
framework 1w respond
quickly, sources said.
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A-Imodifying certain
Drcamliners to address
door assist handle issue

AirIndiaiscarrying out certain modifications
in some of its Boeing 787 planes to address a
possible issue with door assist handles,
sources said against the backdrop of the US
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
issuing an airworthiness directive regarding
theissue. FAA adopted the directive forcertain
Boeing 787-8, 787-9 and 787-10 models after
reports of door assist handles pulled loose
from their lower attach point in the doorway
support bracket during pre-flight checks. The
watchdog has asked airlines to make modifi-
cations in certain modelssincedetachmentof
doorassist handles could cause injuries to pas-
sengers, crew or maintenance petrsonnel
when opening the door. One of the sources
said theairline isaware of the FAA's airworthi-
ness directive and there is no impact on the
current flight operations or safety aspects. T
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'The Intense Duopoly of the Skies

IndiGo, the undisputed leader amang airlines, saw its domestic market
share crass 65% for the first time In the June quarter, data released last
week showed. The gain came at the cost of the No. 2, Alr India, which
had its lowest reading (25%) since It swallowed Vistara and AlrAsia in
late 2024, Yet, the duopoly's total share remains over 90%, where it has
masthy stayed since that merger, leaving a tiny space for other plavers.

Market share of India's tnp two domestic alrlines, quartarhy (%)
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® MANOJ CHACKO ,MD & CEO, FLY?1

Aviationis a Test match,nota T20’

As Ay?1 entersits third poar, the |
regional awline is targening cosl
breal-even by the end of FY2F
wirile expaniing i fleet and
et dletsprite stpmale-chain
wud fimriane challenges.
Manoj Chacko, manag-
ing adireatorand CEC,
spemks fo Aldbar Mer -
chant about the air-

line s groweth sivn fogy,
prrofi tability road map,
LIDAN, regional expa -
sion,and Lakshadwoep's
stress, Excerpis:

Fhy91 reported a profitable
quarterin FY 26.What s your
outlook for FY2 7Y

FY27 willstill bea loss-
makingyear aswe're in expan-
son made and camying
upfront costs fornew stations,
aircraft and manpower. We
expect tobecome cash break-
even by the end of FY 27, wiith
Pl break-even in the follow-
i gvear Iwe remakied a six-
aircraftaidine,we'dalready be
profitable but cur objectiveis
to build amuchlarger business.

Whatarethe bizgestchal-
lenges facing Fly 91 today?
Thehiggest challenge lsthe
global aviation supply chain,
which iscontrmllad Ty a hansl-
ful of players. The second chal
lengr is accessto finance
in India. Thebanking
system needstodo
more o suppon avia-
thon, particularlyin
torms of asset tinanc
ing and debt. Today,
financing isreadily available
for smallerassets such as vehi-
ol e, bt al bl Aes eomt] Ao
face mitedaceess fo fundng.
Banks hawe become cautiouns
afterthe losses they incurred
after some abd nes went
defunct, so the reoncerns are
understamdable. However,
there needs to bea gpradual
improvement infinancing
suppart for the sector.

Fly@1 has doubledits Neet in
two years What isthe loig -
torm cxpansion plan?
Wewant to build Fiy91 ina
disdplined manner, witha tar-

prtof 60 arcraft by 2033.The
first two yearswerespent
building the right foundation,
Enschading our pilot and engl-
neenng p:_pcllhc.nlslr!nrr
base and busmess fundamen
tals Aviation is a Test matich,
notaT20,and that's howwe 've
appmached gowth, We
remain committed toexpan-
sion, but notak any cost. We
deferred an airoraft delivery
duetosupply chain disrup-
tions, asdelying induction

doesn't mat erially mcrease our
costs given our existing crew
strength, We aim tobegin FY28
with at least 11 abromafic Our
strategy Bloconnect majpr
regional bnbswith Tier-ll and

Tier-111 aties.Wecumenthy

have two operating bases and
plan o expand to dx overthe
next five years, withnew desti-
natioms such asTirupati,
Visakhapatnamand Indore
strengthening ourregional
network. Every alreraft induc -
thon and new moute must make
|.'|u|||:|'||:-|'|.’|.‘ REThES

What differentiates Fiy9l
from otherregional airlines?
Wecombine technology,

WE EXPECTTO
BECOME CASH
BREAK-EVEN BY EMD

OF FY27, WITH
P&L BREAK-EVEN
IM FY28

operational discipline anda
strong regional focus. Markets
such as falgaon, Pune, Sind -
hudueg and Lakshacdwesp have
perommed well, and we
emphasiselocalisation
thrughregional Bnguage
ANMOUCETIENTS and comm
nilty-fooused service Our
objectivels tobulld asustain-
abile regiomnal aicline doven by
cffidency mtherthanscae

HowdependentisFly® 1 on
the UDAN scheme?

Mt VETY. ﬂnl:}- 1 af e 40
daily flights opemte under
UDAN. Weveabways developed
routeswith the intention aof
sustaining them after the suly-
sidies end The scheme helps us
open newmarkets butitis't
the foundation of our business
model The povermnment s pay
ment track recond hasbeen
exrelent. We submit ourVGF
claims bythe sikth of every
iiaith Amind B0 %ol the
payment isteceved wathin two
weeks,with the balance com-
ing by month-end We've

alwaysfollowed every mleand
submitted complete docu
mentatlon, 5o we've never
faced payment delays

Lakshadweep has emerged as
oneof yourstrongest ouar-
kets. What drove itssuccess?
It'sa classic exampleof how
UDAN can help develop a mar-
ket We entered when conner
tivitywaslimited Today, we
operatedaily services from Goa
and double-dalbyflight s from
Kochi toAgatti,with more fre-
i]ll.flwhr‘upﬂ.ulnn’l

Wiy are you staying away
from trunkroutes such as
Mumbai-Bengaluru?

Ourfocuslison connes
underserved Ther-[ and Tier-[H
cities to regional hubs. Trunk
routes require avery different
businessmodel India stillhas
hundreds of regicnal city pairs
with litthe or no compet ition,
offedng signd ficant growth
opporunitios.

{For full interview;, go to
Jm-'u-'.ﬂHnm'mhu‘pr&:;m.l:r}
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Alr India to modify Boeing 787 over
possible door assist handle issue

NEW DELHI: Air India is car-
rying oul certain modifications
in some of its Boeing 787 planes
Lo address a possible issue with
door assist handles, sources said
against the backdrop of the US
Federal Avialion Administra-
tion (FAA) issuing an airwor-
thiness directive regarding the
ssue

FAA. earlier this month,
adopted the directive for cer-
tain Boeing 787-8, 787-9 and
787-10 mondels after reports of
door assist handles pulled loose
from their lower attach point in
the doorway support bracket
during pre-flight checks.

The watchdog has asked air-
lines to make modifications in
certain models since detach-

ment of door assist handles
could cause injuries (o passen-
gETS, Crew or maintenance per-
sonnel when opening the door.

Currently, Air India has a
fleet of 35 Dreamlbiners, com-
prising 26 l-rg;u:}' Boeing 787-

8s and 9 Boeing 787-9s Out of

the TA7-9s, 3 are new, and the
remaining 6 are from erstwhile
Vistara.

Adr India has a total of 185

planes, :i.1'|.+:|.u|j|ng narrow-bod-
ies and wide-bodies.

One of the sources said the
afrline is aware of the FAAS air-
worthiness directive and there is
no impact on the current i]ighl
operalions or safely aspects,

In line with the directive,
Air India is carrying out the
necessary modifications in a
pha_'.ﬂ] manner, and modifica-
tons have been completed for
some of the l:ga.l.:}' aireraft, the
source said.

Details about the number
of Air India Dreamliners that
need modifications could not
be ascertained.

There were no official
comments from Air India and
Boeing. Fm
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Air India to modify dreamliners
over door-assist handle issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

Air India is carrying out
certain modifications in
some of its Boeing 787 planes
to address a possible issue
with door assist handles,
sources said against the
backdrop of the US Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)
issuing an airworthiness
directive regarding the issue.

FAA, earlier this month,
adopted the directive for
certain Boeing 787-8, 787-9
and 787-10 models after
reports of door assist
handles pulled loose from
their lower attach point in
the doorway support
bracket during pre-flight
checks. The watchdog has
asked airlines to make mod-
ifications in certain models
since detachment of door
assist handles could cause

injuries to passengers, crew
or maintenance personnel
when opening the door.
Currently, Air India has a
Aeet of 35 Dreamliners, com-
prising 26 legacy Boeing 787-
8s and 9 Boeing 787-9s. Out
of the 787-9s, 3 are new,
and the remaining 6 are
from erstwhile Vistara.
AirIndia has a total of 185
planes, including narrow-
bodies and wide-bodies.
One of the sources said
the airline is aware of the

FAA's airworthiness direc-
tive and there is no impact
on the current flight opera-
tions or safety aspects.

In line with the directive,
Air India is carrying out the
necessary modifications ina
phased manner, and modi-
fications have been com-
pleted for some of the legacy
aircraft, the source told PTL

Details about the number
of Air India Dreamliners that
need modifications could
not be ascertained.



	AT-GUA-26 JUL.JPG
	AU DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	AU DL 27JUL2026A.JPG
	BL DL 27JULY2026.JPG
	BL DL 27JULY2026A.jpg
	DBU DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	MS DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-27 JUL.JPG
	PIO-ND-27 JUL-A.JPG
	AU DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	BL DL 27JULY2026.JPG
	BS DL 27JULY2026.jpg
	BS DL 27JULY2026A.JPG
	DB DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	DB-JAI-26 JUL.JPG
	DN-JAI-26 JUL.JPG
	ET DL 27JULY2026.JPG
	FE DL 27JULY2026.JPG
	HH DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	MP DL 27JUL2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-27 JUL.JPG

