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Noida airport unveils Paresh Maity artworks
= EHMF

VAISHALI DMI

OYER 8,500 BRASS bolls
shimmer within a towerlng
12, 5-foot steel structare tithed
'r‘.}'hliLJ\bUl’Jl:‘l.l.!lrE Mrst major
artwork greeting travellers at
the departure area of Noida
International Airport (NIA],
which is set to launch opera

bions from une 15,

Created by Padma Shri
awardee Paresh Maity, the
Installation was originally
commissioned for the 5t
Maoritz Art Masters festival in
theSwiss Alpsin 2016, andhas
now been brought to India for
e rmane it diu.l.ll.l.p at the alr-
port. Evoking ideas of home,

= arn

Gk T P T

Paresh Ma ity with his c anvas tithed ks griti

uncertainty and the search for
inner peace, through the sym
boalisin of bells.

"Walking through it feels

refuge and spiritual calm, the
immersive artwork reflects
anxieties of contemporaryl e
urban fatigue, ervironmental

less Bk ww:ng art and more
like entering a meditative
p.'l'u.u.'_" said .'I.1 ail}' wdur ng an
ant walkat the airporton Toes-
iy,

* Peopletoday are scarching
for calm We are passing
througha volatide,umsafeend
ronment all around Thisstme-
ture is p&.'lrrrl toghe youl peace
and salvation, just Bke home.
The bell sounds break nega
tive, stagmant enerFesto bring
pn:.i tiwe rnrrg}'.' satd the 61
year-old artist

Alrparts worldwide are
bermming expericntialcultuml
rnes rather than mere transit
points. Soulptures, murals and
Interactive mstallations are
reshaping travel spaces into

destinations in themselves,
reducing stress while reflect
ng local identity and creativ
ity
“Weare prowd o havesuch
wonderful Indian airports
with bath art and technology
incorporated. Each artwork
detall scanbe aceessed viaa QR
mde, r'ruhllng passengers to
access descriptions and con
text,” added Maity,
Another of Mality's master

iecesat Moida airpart, fagriti

wiakening), is an Sxl 00-foot
acrylic-on-camaswork spread
actoss six panels, Conceptu
alised over two years, it draws
upon the sadanga, the six clas
sical lmbs of Indlan art aes-
thetics
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Airport staffer
in gold haul

Mumbai: A 23-vear-old cof
fee shop employee at CSMIA
was arrested by Customs offi-
cials on Monday for gold
smuggling. Ashish Yadav of
Goregaon East was caught
with 1470 grams of 24K gold
dust worth 22,15 crore hidden
in a sock. He admitted receiv-
ing the gold from a wransit
passenger for 25.000. Cus-
toms officials warned that
this modus operandi could be
exploited for larger smug-
gling activites.



AIF?f‘UhFSALHHGF?#T ¥ IZ_H' iNUi.ﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHI

27 MAY 2026

mm zairifl

i ®) e T, HeFE iR
Ao a0 W WEd g A &
0 U s e oA e

T 9T st B "EnEE weEr
yien Hel W1 9o wendiaa @me 0
®, W1 T ST WA i WSRO TEa
w1 AT ¥ F Ay wma w710
wan 7y w1 wrey W o w e
1 9fia ¥ 1 3O o TR W S

TSl W il @ Dl A oI TR

wm@m@ﬁmm@mmw

Udct @1 ufeal & o dergla o+ el 1 b
i aﬁmrgamammmmmmﬂyﬁﬁmaaﬂ
uﬁmmm@ﬁgmmnﬂ#mmmm

Al ) 2 1 9 8 28 s et e of wfid ot
| T 21 B Rl 8 & 9§ wenghi WG @ aglia ik
3irenienes fvrd @1 29l @ 1 5 @t & e, AR &l
U, 3R B AeEd, TYU- 91 B T TER, 3R

mwﬂmmﬁmmmmaﬁmmm.

vfwifR TS W wEE =W ®, wA % wm F wEaEm oA Wy § 99 o 9, g e,

HE TEE F uE A upaf = fiuw feems o onfae B omm &

w1 g 8 TEw A S99 g

fererfom =1 #4
WEEH glfea™ Fue & FereA

AR W§ T WEEEF gdR 98H
FEH AEFHM FleD® FI JaGeE #=6
FW A Tt WF F v W
it=reH = o % o S 3 A
F O™ UF HEEA F § ) fAEE T
SFERTH BT 373 97 301 AR T
e Wl Weerd Wi |

fza fafEz = ﬂqrﬁ TUFH
THRTACEE W FE W W ARl
WES FO0 g & wAEA 3 AEE
Tl = TEEE = T



AIF?P‘ s ? SA”IHUHH Y OF iNL‘iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

DELHT

27 MAY 2026

Emergency evacuation conducted
on IndiGo flight at Bengaluru airport

ASHOKE RAJ W New Delhi

A major mishap was
averted at Kempegowda
International Airport
Bengaluru after passengers
onboard an IndiGo flight
were evacuated following
reports of smoke inside the
aircraft during taxiing
on Tuesday.

According to the airline,
IndiGo flight 6E 6017 was
scheduled to operate from
Bengaluru to Chennai on 26
May 2026. The aircraft was
taxiing toward the runway
for departure when smoke
was noticed inside the plane.
Acting swiftly in the interest
of passenger safety, the crew
initiated an emergency evac-
uation procedure and
informed all relevant airport
and safety authorities.

The airline confirmed

that all passengers and
crew members were evac-
uated safely and no injuries
were reported during
the incident.

Travelers were escorted
back to the terminal, where
IndiGo staff provided assis-

tance and ensured their
well-being. In an official
statement, the airline said,
“On 26 May 2026, while
IndiGo flight 6E 6017 from
Bengaluru to Chennai was
taxing out to runway for
departure, smoke was

noticed in the aircraft. In the
interest of safety, an imme-
diate evacuation was carried
out and all the relevant
authorities were informed.”

The airline further stated
that an alternate aircraft
had been arranged to
operate the flight and that
refreshments were being
served to passengers to ease
the delay caused by the inci-
dent. Airport authorities and
technical teams are expect-
ed to inspect the aircraft to
determine the source of
the smoke.

While the exact cause has
not yet been disclosed, the
timely response by the crew
helped prevent any injuries
or escalation of the situation.
IndiGo reiterated that the
safety and security of its
passengers and crew remain
its highest priority.
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Airlines seek CM meet,
call for airport upgrade

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Alrline officials
are secking support from the
“double-engine” state and con-
tral governments to lmprove
efficlency at Calcutia atrport
and its surrounding infra-
struchure.

They sald better afrport
efficlency 1s “essential” if Ben-
gal aims toatiract more imvest-
ment and Increase Interna-
Honal connectivity, incinding
more flights to Europe.

The Alriine Operators Com-
mittee{AQC), a body that lals-
es between airlines, the Alr-
ports Authority of India, and
regulatory agencles on fight
aperations, ground handing
and infrastructure, has sought
4n appolniment with chief
mintster Suvendu Adhlkarl

Among the 1ssues pro-
posed for discussion are up-
grading translt passenger
facilities, improving self
check-in and baggage-drop
systems, improving work cul-
e, removing tonis, expand-
ing hotels around the alrport
and ensuring smoother traffic
movement in the vicinity,

Alrlines will also request
Suvendu to reduce the state’s
surcharge on aviation turbine
fusl (ATF).

“We want to dlscuss some
af the {ssues at Calcutta air-
port. We will request his inter-
ventlon,” sald an AOC member,

Representatives of atrlines
had recently met Suvendu at
the alrport. “He assured us he
would ook Into the devalop-

ment af the alrport. We have
sought an appolntment,” the
member satd.

Transit facilities
According to alriines, facfiities
for transit filers arriving in
Calcutta and taking onward
fights need Ln-
Provement

“There 15 no
transfer bag-
gage belt at Cal-
cutia anport. At
other airports,
such belts move
baggage from
arrving flights
to connecting
departures,”
sald an AOC member. “Here,
{ransit passengers often have to
carry thelr own luggage from
drrival to departure levels.”

In cases Whers DASSENZETS
continue on the same airline,
staff manually transfer bag-

“This affects the mintmum
connectng time (MCT) at
Caleutta alrport,” an alrline
official sald. The average MCT
here is around 60 minutes,
comparad to about 45 minutes
at major Indlan alrports, m-
pacting on-time performance,
the official added.

Alrlines also flagged Inad-
equate slgnage for translt pas-
sengers, “Clear directions are
needod to gulde passengers to
the fastast route to the depar-
turearea,” an official salo.

Self check-in
Afrline officials said self

check-in and baggage-drop fa-
cilitles exist at the alrport but
are largely non-functional in

e,

“We neod more self-check-
In Klosks to ease passenger
flow. All major airports al-
ready have this,” an alrline
offictal sald.

They also
stressed the
need for func-
tlonal bag-
gage-drop
counters for

passengers
Who complete
self check-in
and nead to de-
posit luggage,
Inciuding payment for excess
baggage at the coumter.

“To make this work, more
personnel are needod to assist
passengers,” an officlal said.

Tout control

Alrfines sald they would urge
Suvendu to intervene against
unionised practices that dis-
FUpt alrport Services, particu-
larly m housekeeping and trol-
ey management.

Passongoers have long com-
plalned about unclean wash-
Tooms at the alrport,

Although private agen-
cles have boon deployed, alr-
Iine officlals allege that some
workers, reportedly backed
by polltical groups, fall to per-
form dutles, and enforcement
actlon has been difficult tn the
past bacauss of resistance and
protests.

After the government

changod in the state, there
have baon some steps towards
stricter enforcement, Includ-
ing termination of staff fovmd
not parforming duties.

“Wo will also request ac-
tlon against taxi touis, which
is a law-and-order fssus,” an
airline official sald.

Complatnis of overcharg-
ing by touts have bean recur-
ring for passengers arriving in
the clity.

ATF surcharge

Alrlines plan o ralse the kesiie
of high ATF surcharge at
Calentta atrport. The Bengal
government currently levies
& 20% surcharge on ATF, they
sald.

“The Delhi government
has reduced lts surcharge
from 26% to Th. A similar re-
duction here would attract
more airlines to Calcutta,” an
officlal safd.

Hotels, iraffic

Alrline officials also spoke of
the nead to expand hotels in
the alrport Vicnity.

“We would request the
chief minkster to facllltate 4t
least two more hotels within
the airport premises itself.
That would benefit passen-
gors,” another alrline official
sald.

Improving traffic flow on
approach roads to the alrport
Is another key demand, offl-
clals sald. Congzestion remains
an issus, particularly during
peak travel periods such as
Durga Puga.



Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHIT 26, NMAY 2026

Air India Express
runway lights in Muscat

Mumdsai A Alr India Express
arcraft has been groundead in
Mt for the past 10 days
siter it damaged rurmvay edge
Eghts during its takeoff rod.
The Owman Trarsport Safety
Buresu B investigating the
incident imvolving the Boeing
TAT aircraft. According to the
Meriati an Safety Netwark
wabiit= the incdent fook
place an the nght of May 15,
when aKanmur-baund Air India
Enpress aprcraft incorrectly
ined up for takeoH. The piots
comimenced the taieoff rol
and destroyed 2 number of
edge kghts in the process.
“Fallowing a loud bang and a
master caution indication, the
crew rejected takeoff and
stopped an the rurmeay. The
asrcraft became disabled with a
tiydraulic lak from the system
and a fat tyre. Passengers and
crew déembarked onta the
rurmway,” said the webate Air
india Express said it is engagng
with OTSE in investigating the
ICiBEng sk bl
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Smoke detected inside
IndiGo flight in B'luru,
passengers evacuated

Smoke was detected on board an IndiGo
Azzroneo aircraft, just before it was set to take
off from the Bengaluru airport to Chennai on
Tuesday. prompting the airine to carry out
an emergency evacuation before take-off. In
a statement, IndiGo said the incident took
place while the aircraft was taxiing towards
the runway for departure from the Bengalum
airport. "Smoke was noticed in the aircraft. In
the Interest of safety, an immediaie
evacuation was carried out and all the
relevant authorites were nformed,” an
IndiGo spokesperson said. The airline said all
passengers and crew members were safe and
had been shifted to the terminal bullding,
where airline teams were assisting them and
ensuring their well-being. 85 REPORTER
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Govt preparing interim
report on A-I crash

REUTERS
BMerey Dt Momitreal 25 May

Indian offictals investigating
lost year’s deadly Alr India
(A-1) ceash are prepasing an
Interim repost rather than a
final one ahead of the anniver-
sary of the Boelng 787 accident
that killed 260 people, sald a
person with direct knowledge
of the matter.

The lnterin report from
India’s Alreraft  Accident
Investigstion Burean (AAIR)
will be “more comprehensive”
than the preliminary repor
it gt last July and will exam-
Ine possible primary causes
andother contrburing factos,
the persnn said.

The 15-page preliminary

repaort into the aviation indus-
try's deadliest disaster In &
decade showed the Dream-
liner's engine fuel switches
flipped almost simultaneosty
and starved theengines of fisel
shortly after the fight firom
Ahmedabad to London took
off on. June 12, 025

By releasing an Interlm
repoart, Indiananrhorivies will
not be required 1o share the
findings ahead of tme with
the Unlred Swates [US)
Matbonal  Transportation
Safety Board (NTSH), which s
participaring inthe investiga-
tlon because the alreraft was
deslgned and manufactured
in the S, The WTSEwould be
allowed to comment on 4
final regeort.
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DGCA issues Ebola SOP
for airlines, mandates
passenger screening

SANMET HFUL
Blewi Dbl 26 May

India's  aviaton regulatos
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation {DGCA) has directed
alrlines to ensure that passen-
gers travedling from or rransi-
Ing through Ebola-smricken
Uganda and Democratie
Republic of Congo(DRC) man-
tatorilyfill oursel-dectarron
farms before daboarding, ina
move abmed At preventing
potential rmnsmission of
e s

for alrlines to broad-
cast specific  health
announcements durdng
Mligghies o help identify poss-
Ihle Ehola cases eardy and pre-
vent the spresd of the disease.
The move comes after the
Wioedd Fealthh Organdzation
{WHO} classified the Ebosda
outhreak in DRC and Uganda
a5 a public health emergency
of International concerm.
“Countries bordering the
DRC and Uganda, including
South Budan have besn
asseseed as belng ara high riak
of disesse transmission.” a
DCGA office onder dated May
22 stated.

The DGECA has alsa %
made it compulsory ! upon arrival

According o s new
standard  operating  proce-
dures (SOPs), all passengers
and crew members Irrespec-
tive of nationaliny, wil be
required o fill our SDFs and
submit them ar designated
Immigration  or  health
oounterson arrval In India

Passengers have been asked
1o Immediately repor symp-
toms such s fever, weakness,
musche pain headachs, sore
theroar, vomiting, rash or bieed-

ing o airline crew mentbers

aswed as mmdgrstion or
medical  authorites

TheDGCA s s
directed  airlines 1o
advize travellers that if
Ehoda-related  symproms
develop within 21 days of arrl-
val in India, they showld
Immediately seek medical
assierance at designated hos-
pirals and inform alrpor
Iealth authorities.
Separstely, all alrlines
operating In and around the
megions facing Fhola outhreak
havebean asked todesignate n
single cabin crew menber to
exchuively cane for the symp-
tomatic patdent, along with
ensuring disinfecthon of the
alrplane after landing.
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A Year After Air India
Plane Crash, AAIB May
Publish Interim Report

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Aireraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIH) is
likely topublish an interim report
next month on the investigation
Inte Lthe Jume 2025 Alr India xie
craft crash in Ahmedabad that kil-
led 260 people, said people familiar
with tho matter

The bureau nesds more tims o
prepare the final report. which re-
quires consultations with sake
holders including Alr India, Boe-
ingand sther investigativeagenci-
&4 Like the National Transports
tion Safety Board (NTSH), said one
of the persans,

The Intornational Civil Avia-
ton Organisation (1CAD) recom-
mends that the state conducting
the investigatlon publish & e
port within a vear, but 1F it is not
possibletodose, it should release
an interim statement annually,
onerchanniversary of theoecur-
rence, detailing the progress of
the investigation and any safety
lssues ratsed.

Fifty-three British nationals di-
#d in the crash, prompting the
UK'saccident investigator to beco-
marpartof thecasewhilethe NTSB
of the US is assisting as both the
nireraft maker Boeing and engine
manufacturer General Electrie
are American compariios

As par the 1CAQ'S rule, the state
conducting the investigation has
o senid the Mnal repart o the sta
keholders and wait for 60 days for
theiir cominenis

That process has not yet started,
the person said, adding that the

In Due Time
(ICAD" STANCE|

Recommends the state
conducting the investigation
publish a report within 3 year

O it should release an interim
staternent annually. on exch
anniversary of the ocurrence

“Iriemationa Cred Asanon Drganisron

interim report would be detailed
wnd establish a lol of Facie on the
accident

AAIE direcior peneral GYVG Yo
gandhar did not respond to queri-
o om the mdl Ler

The preliminary report presen-
ted by the AATE, tasked with pro-
bing the aircraft crash, said that
seconds after take-off, the el
coptrol switchas ol both angimes
briefly moved from ‘run’ to ‘ot
ofl”, shurtting off fuel supply and
catising mloss of power

The AAIR hasn't issued any di
rections for Boeing or GE which
indlicates that it hasn't fenaned any
critical lssues with the equip-
mirnt, said people in the know,
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Improper Maintenance Likely Reason
Behind Air India Aircraft Engine Fire

Hew Delhk Initial investigation by
the Directorate General of Clwil
Aviathon (DGCA) has linked Impro-
per mainienance toan engine fire
Uhat forced the emergency landing
ofan Air India aircraft last weak A
nazzle replacement was carried out
1-Zdays prior to the incident,
Imvestigators suspect that fallawing
the reglacement, some of the nuts
were insufticiently tightened,
triggering fuel leakage and fire. Last
wiEEk, an Airbus A320 aircraltona
schiedubed flighl Fram Bengaluru 1o
Delhi, with 160 passengers on baard
disclared Mayday, and made an
emergency landing at Delhi sirport.
The pilots had received afire in-
dication fromone of the engines,
which was confirmed as true, The

civil avlation regulator s et to
gonclude its probe, but the prelimina-
ry findings hawe ratsed alarm on
whether there have been fimikar
instances where suich lapses have
oocurred Asa precaution, DGCAhas
athoad Air india 1o carry out checks on
all planes whase nozzles were renls

e, “Wihen fuel leaks inio
w fint engine components, it

will auaoimatically Cause

fire,” sald an alrcraft
MEiNTENANCE ENENeer. A Senior
execulive ¥ Air india Engincering
Services accepted Emproper wor k-
rdnship s the lileely Tactor for the
fire butt insisted that technicians from
either the third party firm or thosa
retired are gualified enough for the
Wk —Arindam Majumder
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H’bad’s BluJ Rolls out
e-Aircraft Prototype

Looks to build careo, industrial logistics use cases
aheacl of planned commercial deploymentin ‘27

ShilpaRanipeta

Hyderabad: Deeptech sviation
startup Bl Aerospoce on Tuesday
unvedked the second-generation pro-
totype of its heavy-paviosd electric
vertical takeoll and bosding (=W
TOL) aircraft. The Hyderabad-ba-
sevl cnmipany ains to develop cargo
and industrial logistics use-cases
ahesd of cnmmercial deplosiment
targeted for 2037

Fouirced b 2022 by formeor Skyroat
Asruspace founding team mismber
Amir 8ri Vatssvaym and Utham Ku-
e Db e, the comeny is i
cusing on sectors such as power
transmisaion, mining. infrastrueis
me and dofence logistics, where
Iransport ing equipment and sasppli-
£s {0 remote terrain remains oopen-
siveud time-consuming

The campany anld the newly

urwelled *Gen-2 alrerall s designed
to move closer to certification stan-
s o commereind testing,
Emlier this wvear
Bilued had demiomstra-
tedl @ Night of @ G00-
kp-class eVTOL air-
eraft, the Niest Tilian
entity to have publi-
Firmy's Gen-2 cly |.1|||'||'_ 0. The k-
prototypels [FsLversion is being
deweloped o carry
undergolng  poviosds of up to 200
‘transition kg, Tho company is
Might* testing  the only lsdlan star-
fup to have publicly
iemonatrated o Nhght ol a G00-kg
class eVTOL aireraft Dharmapori
i theGen-2 prototype 18 eurrently
undergeing “transition flight™ tes-
thng, o ey stighe in eVTOL devebops
ment where the airereft transitions
from vertical tuke-ofT b forward
Night like o conven-
tional aircralt
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India readies interim
Al crash probe report

ABHUITH GANAPAVARAM
& ALLISON LAMPERT
MNew Delhi/Montreal, May 26

INDIAN OFFICIALS INVESTI-
GATING last year's deadly Air
India crash are preparing an
interim report rather than a
final oneahead of theanniver-
sary of the Boeing 787 acci-
dent that killed 260 people,
said a person with direct
knowledge of the matter.

The interim report from
India's Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AA1B)
will be"more comprehensive"
than the preliminary report
put out last July and will
examine possible primary
causesand othercontributing
factors, the person said.

The 15-page preliminary
report into the aviation indus-
try’s deadliest disaster in a
decade showed the Dream-
liner's engine fuel switches
flipped almost simultaneously
and starved the engines of fuel
shortly after the flight from
Ahmedabad to London tookotf
onjune 12,2025,

Acockpit recording of dia-
logue between the two pilots
supported the view that the
captain cut the flow of fuel to
the plane’s engines,according
to US officials’earlyassessment
reported by Reuters last year.
The AAIB saidat the time itwas
“too early toreach any definite
conclusions”.

By releasing an interim
report, Indian authorities will
not be required to share the
findings ahead of time with
the US National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB),
which is participating in the
investigation because the air-

A 15-page report said that Dreamliner fuel switches flipped,
starving engines of fuel shortly after the Ahmedabad-London
flight took off on June 12, 2025

craftwas designed and manu-
factured in the United States.
The NTSB would be allowed to
comment on a final report,
which could also providemore
closure for the crash victims'
family members.

The final report will not be
ready by the crash anniversary
because “it 1s a very complex
investigation and is taking
time,” said the person,adding
the interim report still needed
tobesubmitted to government
authorities and the timing ofa
final report remained unclear.

A second source with
knowledge of the matteralso
said investigators were still
working on the probe and
needed more time. Both
sources spoke on condition of
anonymity as the internal
workings of the investigation
are private.

Underinternational rules, a
final reportis duewithin a year
of an accident but sometimes

investigationstake longer, soif
that is not completed, an
interim statement should be
issued on each anniversary.

The AAIB, India's civil avia-
tion ministry and Air India did
not respond to emails seeking
comment. AAIB chief GVG
Yugandhar also did not
respond to calls and messages
seeking 7Tcomment.

The UN aviation agency,
the International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAD), sets
out a consultation process
with participating states for
draft finalreports,with a usual
30-day comment period
extendable to 60 days. The
sameprocessdoesnotapplyto
interim statements.

Montreal-based ICAO 7and
the US NTSB, which is support-
ing the probe, declined to com-
ment. Boeing, which is a techni-
cal adviser to the investigation,
referred Reuters to the AAIB for
comment. —REUTERS
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Mum-Ahmedabad SpiceJet flight delayed

for five hours due to operational issue

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: Passengers of an
Ahmedabad-bound Spicelet
flight were stranded at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
for over five hours on Monday
after an operational issue
delayed the flight, with several
flyers alleging poor communi-
cation from the airline staff.

Flight SG 880, scheduled to
depart Mumbai at 4.35 pm,
eventually took off at 9.43 pm
and landed in Ahmedabad at
10.32 pm, according to Flightra-
dar24. The same flight had
faced an even longer delay on
Sunday, departing Mumbai
only at 1.24 pm and reaching
Ahmedabad at 12.13 am on
Monday, according to flight-
tracking data.

Vishnu Deo Mahto, 34, an
engineer travelling to Ahmeda-
bad for work, said the flight
was repeatedly delayed despite
repeated assurances from air-

Avideo ufpnssengers arguing
with SpiceJet staff was shared
on social media.

line staff that it would depart
shortly.

“Every time we were told it
would take another half an

\‘l

The disruption
originated with an
earlier flight and
carried through the
day’s schedule
SPICEJET SPOKESPERSON

hour, but it never happened,”
Mahto told Hindustan Times. “1
have to go to work in Ahmeda-
bad tomorrow morning at 8
am. | have had no food, and
meals are not included in my
package, so [ will have to stay
hungry. | also have a fractured
hand. How will a person just sit
like this in such a situation?”
A woman passenger, who
did not wish to be named, said,
“l was rushing for a family
emergency, hoping to reach in
time, but now I feel taking a
taxi would have been better.”
Another passenger, Premal-

kiran Gandhi, said flyers had
been waiting for hours and that
boarding was allowed only
after they argued with Spicelet
ground staff. According to him,
the boarding gate finally
opened at 8.30 pm.

A Spicelet spokesperson
attributed the delay to an oper-
ational issue, saying the disrup-
tion originated with an earlier
flight and carried through the
day’s schedule.

The spokesperson also said
the airline had informed pas-
sengers about the delay
through emails and phone calls
at 6§ am on Monday, but
acknowledged that some trav-
ellers may not have received
the communication.

“Bookings made through
aggregators, third-party plat-
forms and group booking PNRs
often carry intermediary con-
tact details instead of those of
individual passengers, due to
which information doesn't
reach the passenger,” the
spokesperson said.
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AAIB prepares interim report as
Air India crash anniversary nears

Reuters
New Delhi/Montreal, May 26

INDIAN OFFICIALS investigat-
ing last year’s deadly Air India
crash are preparing an interim
report rather than a final one
ahead of the anniversary of the
Boeing 787 accident that killed
260 people, said a person with
direct knowledge of the matter.

The interim report from In-
dia’s Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB) will be
“more comprehensive” than
the preliminary report put out
last July and will examine poss-
ible primary causes and other
contributing factors, the person
said. The 15-page preliminary
report into the aviation indus-
try’'s deadliest disasterinadec-

ade showed the Dreamliner’s
engine fuel switches flipped al-
most simultaneously and
starved the engines of fuel
shortly after the flight from
Ahmedabad to London took off
on June 12, 2025.

A cockpit recording of dia-
logue between the two pilots
supported the view that the
captain cut the flow of fuel to
the plane’s engines, according
toUSofficials’early assessment
reported by Reuterslast year.

The AATIB said at the time it
was “tooearly toreach any defi-
nite conclusions”.

By releasing an interim re-
port, Indian authorities will not
be required to share the find-
ings ahead of time with the US
National Transportation Safety

Board (NTSB), whichis partici-
pating in the investigation be-
cause the aircraft was designed
and manufactured in the
United States.

The NTSBwould beallowed
to comment on a final repott,
which could also provide more
closure for the crash victims’
family members.

A second source with
knowledge of the matter also
said investigators were still
working on the probe and
needed more time. Both
sources spoke on condition of
anonymity as the internal
workings of the investigation
are private.

Underinternationalrules,a
final report is due within a year
of an accident.
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CANINDIAN AIRLINES
TURNEAST AMID WAR?

BY HOWINDIALIVES.COM

ndia's heavy relfance on West Asian flight corrdors severaly dented traffic numbers for Indizn airines and

airports in March—the lata<t month forwhich data is available. The US attack on Iran on 28 Febnuary, followed

by Tetwan's netaliation, attered the operating emvironment for the aviatkon industry In ways few events have
befoce The conflict has hit feel prices—the industiy's main cost it has also disrupted flight paths and increzsed
operatonal complexity. From looking 2t a year of profitability, airlines are now focused on managing losses
while hoping for an end to hastilitkes and a return to business as wsual. A1 the zame tme, the Sowutheast Asia
corrdor has emerged a5 & highly resilent altemative, but sl far from matching the Gulfs scale.

Doy b o et mcmt: e [ 200
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SIZE MATTERS

INTHAN ATHPOITS reconded 20% lewer ndetmatbosial
Higchis fn Ak 20706 s b Wlarch 2005, O he 57
It ratiosieall abrpiorts Uhal regisbiened Miglis i Aarch
DS, B saw it ebec e i March NI

T chatta shows stk coatrs etween aijor ineim
Buibs amld snalier regionsd aiports. Rolkata recondsd g
eargieil wrowth of 0U9%, and D sl Bevgaboro saw
Eulls ol 15 4% ard 5% respectively,

Buit the: biggrer damaye s insanaller abrpits,
especially in Kerala. Koehikode s 54% lewer Dights,
Thirusanani hageram 3% sl Rochi $2%,

Dhses fi s Large imiggrant dias pora, Kerala's
Enntermtioniad tradTie Bos heavily throwsd the Gulld
vorridir. The airspececisaoe foroed st oo Oy
longer rolles.

Couplesl wiih shyrocketing jet loel prices, operating
cumds an hese ronibes beeca e financially nsostainadde,
vitsieg aifiaes o agmressiyvely comsolicued cipacities
or cifl hack vgerrations il smallier, regional srports.

STAYING GROUNDED

TN THE condest of U imguct of the LS-Tas waron
Ernbernsiad sviatioe, Meorch wies il nooes il
Dt e bli-snh oo soevvieres et atinnad shischis as the e
Trudicsis carriets that cpierate b ernational Qighits i
swreping midie dloscres sl capaciy cuthacks.

Tl Alr Indlia Groug lemporarily suspesided regular
srhedinles] Righis to mapor Gubf deestba s, shiltieg
skl o restrt el ad- hise operatims. The jain s
prersdstinl Earlies thismuoith, S Il abe rechuesd
Erexpueteicy ein sttles T nlernatinad noites acmss reglons
Busr Tt Aniggusl, cibing the impact oo the “commercial
wiahility of dxeriait planned services™

Bt la Ak Denedi el s Dovasi<crmst s Ak Tk Fx presss
were grapplioe with a drop in passengers trlfic evendin
Jaeieiary ad February. Sire b e B worse, lislitia,
thie lizaleer i thie Dl interational segoel,
rratbstere] sl gros th nuendess in By aml
Fedwruary. Biid in Marcl, its interotioial taf dropged
5% ko tunimbers benedllesd Broin o bow base

The two Alr India carriers were recording
negative growth even before March
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In March, West Asia was the only region to
post negative growth In distance flown

Performance of isernanona avianon RFE, by grogaphy

GLOBAL RESILIENCE

WHILE THE losiar leanditrg Inafian sirfioes reportiad 19%
B 7% el btiess i inbenet i cal pussesiger frallie, ihe
lolaal sviatbon industey showe greater resiloe.
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India's leading airfine saw smaller share
price decline compared to global peers
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PROFIT TO PERIL

SINCE 2SR Feiruary, when e 1S attacke] Tan, Bremd
crishe bas iereased o 57000 8 high alS108 o barrel.
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Al and IndiGo to cut domestic flights
amid high fuel prices due to Iran war

S LALITHA i@ New Delhi

INDIA'S leading airlines Air In-
dia and IndiGo, which control
over 30 per cent of the domestic
aviation market share, have de-
cided to cut down their domes-
tic operations beginning June
1 for a period of three months.
The spike in aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) cost following the
commencement of the US-Iran
war and the lean months fol-
lowing the school vacations are
the reasons cited for the move
by multiple sources.

Air India will reduce domes-
tic operations by up to 15 per
cent, while IndiGo will cut
them by a maximum of seven
per cent. Air India had recently
announced a reduction in its
international flight operations
too. The ATF cost accounts for
nearly 40 per cent of an air
line's operational cost.

A top source in Air India
said, “We operate an average of
3,800 flights per week. The ATF
cost for our domestic flights
used to be TEO 000 per kilo litre.
It has shot up to T1,00,000 and
above depending on the city in
India, since the VAT imposed
bw the state governments vary
It will not be financially viable

to operate when the ATF cost is
50 high.” On May 17, the Delhi
government had announced
slashing of VAT on ATF to sev-

en per cent from 25 per cent.
The source added, *We will
not remove any route, but will

Reductions up to 15%

Air India will reduce domestic
operations by wp to 15 per cent,
while IndiGo will cut them by a
maximum of seven per cent. Air
India had recently announced a
reduction in its international
flight operations too.

only reduce the number of
flights operated in one particu-
lar sector. There is a long list
that we plan to reduce.” Among

the flights to be axed are those

from Mumbai towards A hmeda-

bad, Nagpur, Patna and Bhopal.

From Delhi, the number of

Wi Hyderal

Bengaluru and .E

Kolkata will be

cut, the source

said. “While a major chunk will
be reduced from Mumbai and
Delhi airports, the southern re-
gion too will be impacted as the
return flights in the direction
too get cancelled.” he added.

Another reason for the can-

cellation is the slash in interna-
tional flight operations. “Due to

PRESS
CLUSIVE  Tohelpthe bleed.

the reduced international net-
work presently, the passengers
who used to take domestic
flight=s from different cities to
reach, say Delhi or Mumbai,
too will go down. The expected
reduced patronage too 1s a rea-
son for the decision to cut
number of flights, he said.

“We will not be operating the
flights from June 1 till August
end. The flights have already
been removed from the website,
so that passengers should not
book them,” the source added.

IndiGo, meanwhile, said that
it would reduce anywhere bea-
tween five to seven per cent of
its domestic operations. “His-
torically, the months after the
academic vacations have poor
flight nccupancy Due to the less
demand expected, we will be
scaling down our operations
from June 1. IndiGo operates
1.850 flights per day So. even
cutting our operations by a
small amount would result ina
huge number of flights getting
reduced,” said a
SOUTCE.

ing aviation indus-
try, on April 1, 2026,
the Centre had capped the in-
creasze in ATF price for domes-
tic operators to 25 per cent in
order to cushion the blow
caused by the international tur-
moil. It had also reduced the
parking fee and introduced an
Emergency Credit Scheme for
airlines.
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ATF prices lead Al to pare
flights for Vadodara,

Prashant Rupera &
Nimesh Khakhariya | twn

Vadodara: Rising aviation
turbine fuel prices have pro-
mpted Alr India to scale back
flights across Gujarat, with
Vadodara set to lose two Delhi
services over June and .July
and Rajkot facing the suspen-
sion of its Delhi and Mumbai
flights in June, tightening air
connectivity during the mon-
soon travel season.

As part of its rationaliza-
tion of flight operations amid
higher fuel and operating
costs, Alr India has decided to
discontinue two services on
the Delhi-Vadodara sector. Ac-
cording to the revised schedu-

le, flight Al-2866/2867 will re-
main cancelled from.June 1 to
July 31, 2026,

In addition, Air India’s
AT-1701/1808 service on the
same route will be suspended
from July 1 to July 31, 2026.

The decision means Vado-
dara will lose two Air India-
operated Delhi flights during
this period, leaving passeng-

ers increasingly dependent
on IndiGo services for direct
connectivity with the capital.

Under the daily schedule
effective from Mav 1to May 31,
2026, Vadodara airport hand-
led multiple domestic connec-
tions, mainly operated by In-
diGo and Air India. AI-1701/
1808 operated in the morning
slot, arriving from Delhi at
7.A0am and departing at
8.00am daily AL-2866/2867 ran
in the evening slot on Monda-
vs, Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Fridays and Sundays, arri-
ving at 4.25pm and departing
ats.40pm.

Aviation sources said the
cancellations would affect bu-
siness travellers and frequent

Rajkot

flyers, with the airline revie-
wing route profitability and
aircraft deployment amid ri-
sing fuel expenditure.
Vadodara will, however,
continue to be connected to
Delhi through several IndiGo
services —  GE-6220/6221,
6E-990,/2082 and 6E-5014/0357
— along with Air India’s re-
maining Al-2881/2882 flight.
The city also has air links
with Mumbai, Pune, Hydera-
bad and Bengaluru through
IndiGo-operated services.
The cutbacks mirror simi-
laraction in Rajkot, where Air
India will suspend its daily
morning Rajkot-Delhi flight
and evening Rajkot-Mumbai
flight for the whole of June.
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Fight in flight delays
Malaysia-bound
AirAsia for an hour

Venkadesan.5
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: An AirAsia flight
from Chennai to Kuala Lum-
pur was delayed by nearly
one-and-a-half hours after
two drunk passengers quar-
relled inside the aircraft late
on Sunday night.

The passengers were la-
ter deboarded, arrested and
handed over to the Chennai
airport police for inguirw
According to airport sour-
ces, the AirAsiaflight, carry-
ing 186 passengers and 10
crew members, was prepa-
ring for departure around
1.45pm when the two pas-
sengers began arguing loud-
ly inside the cabin. The alter-
cation escalated into a physi-
cal fight, triggering panic
among fellow passengers.

Since cabin crew could
not control the passengers,
the pilot informed the Chen-
nai airport control room and
sought immediate security
assistance. Airport security
personnel forcibly removed
the two passengers. Their jo-
urney was cancelled and the-
ir baggage offloaded.

The flight departed for
Kuala Lumpur around 110
am on Monday with 184 pas-
sengers on board. Police said
preliminary inquiry revea-
led that the two men had mo-
ved toMalaysiaseveral years
ago, settled there perma-
nently and obtained Malay-
sian citizenship. They had
recently travelled to Tamil
Nadu to attend a relative's
wedding and were returning
to Malaysia when the inci-
dent took place.
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230 evacuated
using slides
as smoke fills
IndiGo aircraft

New Delhi- More than 230
people abpard an IndiGo
Alrbus AlZinea bod to bo
evacuated using emergency
slides in Bengaluru on Tues
day nfter smoke was spotted
in the cabin while (he air-
eraft wins taxiing to toke ofl
for Chennal. Two passeng-
ers sulfered minor lnjuries,
theavistion ministry stated,
adding IMGCA was investiga
ting the scare

“Indizo AN while opers
ting flight SE-6017 was invol
wod in emergency evacuation
of passengers s Smoke was
reported in cabind/cockpit,
Alter pushback, when taxi
wits comimenced, smoke wis
ohserved in eockpit and ez
bin. Crew cartied smetgency
evacugtion of passengers
nzing all esape alldes, The
alreraft has been groundsd
for inspection rectification,”
the ministry sadd

“On My 26, 26 while In
dbiGolight 6E 6017 from Leng
aluru to Chennni was toxiing
ot to runwiy for degarture,
smoke wits noticed in the air-
eraft. In the interest of safety,
an  Immediate  evacuation
was carried vut and all the re-
levantautharities were infor
med. All customenrs and crew
are safe and have been moved
to the terminal,” IndiGo saicd
in astatEment.

“An alternede alreradt has
been arranged to operate the
Night and refreshments s
served to the customers to ea-
st theirwait time," an IndiGo
spokisperson sali

This was the second emer-
gency evacuation IndiGo haid
to carry out this month, On
May 5, everyone on an Indi
Go Hyderabad-Chandigarh
flight was evacusted ot the
destination using slides af-
ter a personal electronic de-
wice caught i
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