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AAT’s electronics engineers body flags concern
over proposed privatisation of ATC services

MUMBAI: ATSEPA, an elec-
tronic engineers’ body at Air-
ports Authority of India (AAL),
has raised concerns over the
proposed privatisation of air
traffic control (ATC) services,
saying that shifting control
away from the Authority with-
out establishing an autono-
mous regulatory entity could
be perceived as a policy deci-
sion that weakens India’s
national strategic capabilities.
In a letter to Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
on April 23, Air Traffic Safety
Electronic Personnel Associ-
ation (India) General Secre-
tary YP Gautam said the matter
warrants urgent reconsidera-
tion at the highest policy level.
“The proposal to intro-
duce private participation in
Air Traffic Control services,
without first operationalising

an independent Air Naviga-
tion Services (ANS) structure,
is viewed with grave concern,”
he said.

Stating that the matter is not
exploratory, he said the carving
out of ANS (ATC + CNS) from
AAT has already been “deliber-
ated, accepted in principle, and
partially implemented” during
the tenure of (late AAI Chair-
man ) Guru Prasad Mohapatra.

Alleging that the rollback of
that framework has resulted in

the present structural inconsis-
tency, he said, “Proceeding with
privatisation in the absence of
an autonomous ANS entity will
be perceived as a policy deci-
sion that weakens an existing
national capability rather than
strengthening it".

Creating a system where
ANS remains a dependent
internal unit while compet-
ing with private entities will
be seen as institutional disad-
vantage by design, the associa-
tion said.

Fragmentation of ATC ser-
vices in a safety-critical domain
raises serious questions of
accountability, uniformity, and
operational integrity, it added.

The association also warned
that “ignoring an already avail-
able, trained, and proven ANS
workforce in favour of exter-
nal providers risks avoidable

dilution of sovereign expertise”.
Seeking immediate oper-
ationalisation of ANS as an
independent entity with full
functional, financial, and
administrative autonomy, prior
to going ahead with the privati-
sation, ATSEPA said the entity
should be enabled to provide
ATC and CNS services to all
airports on a non-discrimina-
tory and competitive basis.
“The role of AAI should
be clearly redefined to avoid
overlap and conflict of inter-
est. It is necessary to state that
any move to proceed otherwise
will be viewed as structurally
flawed and institutionally det-
rimental, and is unlikely to find
acceptance among the profes-
sional community entrusted
with maintaining the safety and
efficiency of India’s airspace
“it said. Pl
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AAT’s electronics engineers body raises concern
over proposed privatisation of ATC services

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Mumbai

ATSEPA, an electronic engineers' body
at Airports Authority of India (AAl), has
raised concerns over the proposed pri-
vatisation of air traffic control services,
saying that shifting control away
from the Authority without establishing
an autonomous regulatory entity
could be perceived as a policy
decision that weakens India's national
strategic capabilities.

In a letter to Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on April 23, Air Traffic
safety Electronic Personnel Association
(India) General Secretary YP Gautam said
the matter warrants urgent reconsider-
ation at the highest policy level.

“The proposal to introduce private
participation in Air Traffic Control ser-
vices, without first operationalising an
independent Air Navigation Services
(ANS) structure, is viewed with grave
concern,” he said.

Stating that the matter is not
exploratory, he said the carving out of
ANS (ATC + CNS) from AAl has already
been “deliberated, accepted in principle,
and partially implemented” during the
tenure of (late AAI Chairman) Guru
Prasad Mohapatra.

Alleging that the rollback of that
framework has resulted in the present
structural inconsistency, he said,
“Proceeding with privatisation in the
absence of an autonomous ANS entity
will be perceived as a policy decision
that weakens an existing national capa-
bility rather than strengthening it".

Creating a system where ANS remains

adependent internal unit while compet-
ing with private entities will be seen as
institutional disadvantage by design, the
association said.

Fragmentation of ATC services in a
safety-critical domain raises serious
questions of accountability, uniformity,
and operational integrity, it added.

The association also warned that
“ignoring an already available, trained,
and proven ANS workforce in favour of
external providers risks avoidable dilu-
tion of sovereign expertise”.

seeking immediate operationalisation
of ANS as an independent entity with full
functional, financial, and administrative
autonomy, prior to going ahead with the
privatisation, ATSEPA said the entity
should be enabled to provide ATC and
CNS services to all airports on a non-dis-
criminatory and competitive basis.

“The role of AAl should be clearly rede-
fined to avoid overlap and conflict of
interest. It is necessary to state that any
move to proceed otherwise will be
viewed as structurally flawed and
institutionally detrimental, and is unlike-
ly to find acceptance among the profes-
sional community entrusted with main-
taining the safety and efficiency of
India’s airspace " it said.
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Navi Mumbai Airport drives growth in Raigad belt

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport is emerging
as a catalyst for a major ur-
ban and economic shift,
driving the rise of new cen-
tral business districts
(CBDs) across the neigh-
bouring Raigad belt. Locat-
ed within a 15-20 km radius
of the new airport, these
planned growth centres
are being envisioned as
“Mumbai 3.0”, a next-gen-
eration urban cluster
aimed at fuelling future
growth.

The impact is already
visible in the real estate
sector, with developers ac-
celerating project deliver-

&
i

Airport

Cargo

Terminal
Urban facelift: The airport's phase-wise progress is reshaping the
region’s urban landscape. PTI

ies and unveiling new resi-
dential and mixed-use
developments to tap into
rising demand. The air-
port’s phase-wise progress
is reshaping the region’s
urban landscape, particu-
larly across the micro-mar-

kets of Taloja, Karjat, Pen
and Khopoli of Raigad dis-
trict. The Maharashtra go-
vernment’s plan to deve-
lop a BKC-like business
district in the region has
further boosted investor
sentiment,

Emerging micro-mar-
kets are becoming key be-
neficiaries of this growth
wave. Taloja takes the lead,
with connectivity to its ad-
vantage. Privanka Jindal
Gupta, advisor, Viyaara
Realty, said, “With en-
hanced infrastructure and
improved  connectivity
through metro networks
and road expansions, Talo-
ja is quickly transforming
into a hotspot for premier
residential living in Navi
Mumbai.”

The airport’s influence
is also extending to Karjat,
where demand for rentals,
second homes, and plotted
developments is rising.
Ashok Chhajer, CMD, Ari-
hant Superstructures said,

“It is clearly seen that land
prices are the first to rise as
entrepreneurs are grab-
bing all the opportunities.
On the Thane-Belapur
stretch, lands are now be-
ing sold at ¥2.5 lakh per
square metre.” At intersec-
tions and traffic signals,
land prices have skyrocket-
ed from ¥2 crore to I8
crore per acre, he said ad-
ding that in the premium
segment, sea-facing apart-
ments at Regency Palms
were  costing  about
0,000 per sq.ft.

“Going by emerging
trends, the residential seg-
ment will see a steep rise
after the first wave of com-
mercial and service sector
development,” he added.
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Sri Lanka seeks investors for
loss-making Mattala airport
built with loans from China

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMEO

Sri Lanka has called for Ex-
pressions of Interest to run
its loss-making internation-
al airport in Mattala, in the
southern Hambantota dis-
trict, with a Cabinet-ap-
pointed committee tasked
with negotiating the deal
with prospective domestic
and foreign investors.

The Ministry of Ports
and Civil Aviation, on be-
half of Airport and Aviation
Services, “invites propo-
sals from prospective in-
vestors i.e. Companies,
Corporations, Firms, and
Joint Ventures” for invest-
ments to “utilise resourc-
es” of the Mattala Rajapak-
sa International Airport
(MRIA), according to an of-
ficial statement.

The EOI, which includes
airside, aerodrome and
landside operations, is
open to both domestic and
international entities, the
statement said.

Indo-Russian deal
India has in the past ex-
pressed interest to operate

Awew of the Mattala Rajapaksa International Airport. The facility is
yet to prove commercially viable since its launch in 2013. AFp

The airport has
accumulated a net
loss of nearly $130
million, according to
the Auditor General

the airport in Mattala,
which has made headlines
as the ‘world’s emptiest
airport’, including through
a joint venture with a Rus-
sian company. However,
the proposals did not take
off.

The Mattala airport was
developed with a nearly
$200-million Chinese loan
by former President Ma-

hinda Rajapaksa, who
sought to develop his
stronghold, along with oth-
er big ticket infrastructure
projects such as the Ham-
bantota port, also backed
by the Chinese. However,
the airport facility is yet to
prove commercially viable
since its launch in 2013.

It has recorded a cumu-
lative loss amounting to
nearly LKR 40 billion
(roughly $130 million), the
Auditor General’s report
said in 2024.

The airport currently
has no scheduled flights
but handles charter
planes, officials said.
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5 hurt as SWISS flight
aborts takeoff at IGIA

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 26

FOUR PASSENGERSand acrew
memberwereinjured afteraZu-
rich-bound Swiss International
Air Lines flight aborted takeoff
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGIA) on early
Sundayduetoan issuewithone
ofits engines, the airline said.
Anemergencywas declared
at the airport following the inci-
dent on Runway 28/10. The air-
line has established a taskforce
for investigation. The incident
involved flight 1.X147 was opet-
ated by an Airbus A330 — it had
228 passengers, and four infants

on board, apart from 13 crew
members. As per the aitline, an
issuewith oneofthe engineswas
detected shortly after 1 am.

Smoke could be seen, said
sources, comingout fromone of
the front landing wheels of the
aircraft. The crew aborted the
takeoff, said the airline evacu-
ated the aircraft after assessing
the situation. “All passengers
and crew evacuated the aircraft
via the emergency slides. Fora
small number of individuals
who were unable to use the
slides, stairs were provided,” an
airline spokesperson said.

SwissInternational AirLines
is known as SWISS.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA BANGALORE 26 -APRTIL, 2026

Passenger booked for
misconduct at airport

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: A flver on an
IndiGo Hyderabad-Udaipur
flight was booked on Friday
for photographing female
cabin crew in an objectiona-
ble manner and misbehav-
ing with a fellow passenger
at the Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport in the eity
The accused was deboarded
and handed over to police.
According toacomplaint
filed by an IndiGo represen-
tative, Omprakash, the inci-
dent occurred at about
745am on Friday aboard
flight 6E-6323 at the domes-
tic terminal of RGIA. The
airport outpost police said
the accused is one Praveen, a
businessman from Tamil
Naduwho was seated in6B.
The complaint stated
that the passenger zoomed
in on his mobile phone cam-

era to take photographs of
female crew members, fo-
cusing on their legs, faces
and bodies. “The accused
was also reported to have
used foul and abusive lan-
guage, and the passenger
seated next to him com-
plained about his beha-
viour,” the complaint said.

Despite multiple warn-
ings from the cabin crew,
the unruly passenger con-
tinued to behave in a man-
ner that made others on
board uncomfortable; he
was also drunk, the com-
plaint stated. Finally, the
crew deboarded the flver
and handed him over to the
airportoutpost police.

*“Omn the complaint of the
airline staff, we registered a
case and issued a notice to
theaccused passengeras per
law,” K Harika, SIwith RGIA

outpost police, said.
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Drunk flyer films female crew,
booked after onboard

Deboarded For
Misbehaving
With Flyers

Mahesh.Buddi
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: A passenger on
an IndiGo Hyderabad-Udai-
pur flight was booked on Fri-
day for photographing fema-
le cabin erew in an objectio-

nable manner and misbeha-

ving with a fellow passenger
at Rajiv Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport. The accused was
deboarded and handed over
tothe police.

According to a complaint
filed by an IndiGo representa-
tive, Omprakash, the inci-
dent occurred at about 7.45
am on April 24 aboard flight

6E-6323 at the domestic termi-

nal of RGIA. According to
RGI Airport Outpost police,
the passenger, identified as
Praveen, a businessman from
Tamil Nadu, was seated in 6B
and was allegedly under the
influence of alcohol.

BEHAVIOUR MOST FOUL | ¢ e 2iso reportedy
used foul and abusive

@ Incident took place | @ The passenger language with the

on an IndiGo allegedly zoomed person seated next

Hyderabad-Udaipur | in his mobile phone —————7—

flighton April 24 | camera to take s fmr;::f'f;g

o The passenger, | Photographs of i oo e

identified as Praveen, | female crew members, passenger continued

was.mwenﬂy under | focusing o rheilr legs, to behave in an

the influence of faces and |bodies inappropriate

Ticuhal manner j

The complaint stated that
the passenger zoomed in his
mobile phone camera to take
photographs of female crew
members, focusing on their
legs, faces and bodies. “The
accused was also reported to
have used foul and abusive

ruckus

language, while the passeng-
erseated next tohimcomplai-
ned about his behaviour,” the
complainant said.

Despite multiple war-
nings from the cabin crew,
the unruly passenger conti-
nued to behave in a manner
that made others on board un-
comfortable. He was also
drunk, the complainant told
police. The flight crew debo-
arded the passenger from the
flight and handed him over to
the RGI Airport outpost poli-
ce.

Based on the complaint,
RGI Airport police registered
acase under Section 79(word,
gesture or act intended to in-
sult the modesty of a woman)
of the BNS.

“Wehaveregisteredacase
and issued a notice to the ac-
cused passenger as per law,”
RGI Airport SIK Harika said.
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Zurich flight aborts
take-off at IGI after
engine fire; 5 injured

Four Passengers
Admitted To
Hospital in Ggn

Tinars News Nerwnas

New Delhl: Four passeng
ers and a crew member on
board a SWISS Delhi-Zurich
Mlight on Sunday morning
were injured while being
evacuated on a runway at
IGInirport usingemergency
alides s ihe alreralt boad (o
abandon take-off following
an engine fire. The passeng
ers were admitted to Modan
ta Hospital in Gurgaon; the
cabin crew member suffered
naprained ankle

The [aflure of edgine
number one amd subsaquent
e breakoat in 0 happened
when the SWISS Alrbus A390
was operating as LX 147 with
232 passengiers {including fo-
or infantshand 13 crew mem

India tightens grip
on foreign airlines

l ]l.[ A can now “revoke or

suspend” @ foreign airli
ne's authorisation to opera-
tiz fo Incla for s |1 i ot
mesting tandards. In
arie of his frst orders after
taking over as DGCA chief,
Vir Vikram Yadav said fore-
Lign adrd Inies “shall nominate
or gppaint a local represen-
tathve 1o represent i e
DGCA forall its matiers" P8

bers. Since itwas a bigand po
tentially dangorous incident,
Indin's Aireraft Aceident In
vestigotion Board will inves-
tigate the case, said senior of-
Mhcials. The abrerall had ren
chied aspeed of 1 knots (abo-
ul 19 kmph) on the takeall
rull sround 18am when the
enghne failad

» Rumway shut for 3 hrs, P 3

Runway Closed For About 3 Hrs,
Plane Removed After Evacuation

ABORTED TAKE-OFF: SWISS To Probe What Led To Engine Problem

*Continued from P1

enming toa halt, they decided to

wut evecuation on the runway (28 Jf||
Delhiairport said on X that it declareda
“All preseribed safety
wecuted and pas-
ated. Alrpoirt op
em:wusremauwdu affected,” it added.

F I The pilots abandoned take-off. After
=

“full emergency”
protocols were promp
Sengers were safelv e

emenl, SWIES sakd: “Shortly aller
1 am ]w time Sunday, an issue oceurred
withoneof theengines duringthetakeoff of
Digh! LXI4T in Delhl. The crew aborted take
off and, after assessing the situation, declded
a8 a precantion o evacuaie the atreraf
SWISS has established A tesk force” “Four
passengers (are) in hospital, Our staff ave
(with them) and closely support ing them for
as longasthesitustion requires. A cabin erew
miember sustained o sproined ankle. Other
crew members are unharmed, " it pdded.

This runway was closed for operations
for about three hours till the aireraft wie
removed] there fnllowing evacuation of ev-
ervoneon board, The DGCA is probing this
arel has in ied its EU counterparts
about this incldent

SWISS savs it is "determined to fully un-

Tha engine fallure happenad when the aircraft
reachod a speed of about 193 kmph

dorstond what lod to this incident. This in
chudes, in particular, determining what led to
the engine problem, We deeply regret the in
econvenience caused. We are aware that such
an event can be siressful and traumatic for
those affected. O tesuns remain in chose con-
tact with our passenzars and contine fo sup-
ot then even bevond the immediate s
thon, The safety of our guests and our crew is

AIRLINE SAYS

We are aware that such an event can
be stressful and traumatic for those
affected. Our teams remain in close

always our top privrity”

The airline says “all passengers were as-
sisted and acomipad ied by Our LS ob site
We have accommeadated them in hotels and
rehooked them onto alternative Mights. We
were ahle to find an individual solution for
all guests to continue thelr journey and re
main incontact with them. ™

Four of the five peaple wers brought to
Medanta hospital foremergoney assessmoent
end trauma care, with the two later leaving
agaknst medical advice, ome discharged afler
nitial treatment. and ooe still under evalus-
tiop in the ER, sourees said. Sources sabd 1
nal diagnostic fndings, including MRI and
radinkogy reports, were still pending. which
wiad why complete injury details heid mot yet
been officially recorded
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® Full emergency declared ® 6 passengers receive med attention

Swiss flight aborts take off after engine glitch

New Delhi, April 26: A injuries could not be the airport remained injuries during the evacu-

Zurich-bound Swiss I mmediately unaffected duetothe inci- ation.

International Alrline ascertained. dent involving the air “All passengers and crew
plane carrving 245 people  There were 232 passen. craft. evacuated the aircraft via
aborted takeoff at the gers, Including four  “Shortly after takeoff, the emergency slides. Six

Delhi airport early morn-
ing on Sunday due to an
engine issue, following
which a full emergency
was declared and passen.
gers were evacuated on
the runway, according to
SOUNCes,

Some passengers suf-
fered minor injuries, one
of the sources said while
the airline said six passen-
gers were receiving med-
ical attention,

Details about how the
passengers sufTered minor

infants, and 13 crew mem-
bers onboard the A330-300
alreraft with registration
HB-JHK that was to oper-
ate the Night LX147 when
the incident took place
around 1 am.

The sources sald smoke
was observed from the
port side of the main
wheel and initially, the
input was that there was
smoke from one of the
landing gears.

Delhi airport operator
Dial said the operations at

just after 1.00 am local
time in India, an issue
oceurred with one of the
engines. The crew rejected
the takeoff and, following
an assessment of the situ-
ation, decided as a precau-
tion to evacuate the alr
craft.,” the spokesperson
sald.

Six  passengers were
receiving medical atten-
tion and the crew was
unharmed, he added,

The sources said some
passengers sullered minor

passengers are undergo-
ing medical evaluation.
For a small number of
individuals who were
unable to use the slides,
stairs were provided,” the
spokesperson said.
Swiss International Alr
Lines is known as Swiss.
The sources said initial-
Iv, a call regarding full
emergency and the air-
craft suffering tyre burst
was received from the air
trafMc controller (ATC).
Pl
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IndiGo may soar past peers in Navi Mumbai ops

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
Mew Delhi, 26 April

Alrdine IndiGo has a dominant share
— nearly 70 per cent — ofthe depart-
ing flight=s from four-month-old Kavi
Mumbai International Airport Lod
(NMIAL), taking a huge lead over its
rivals, according to the data for April.

The strategy and bet taken by
airlines have helped NMIAL to
Increase the number of departing
flights from the alrport fourfold —
from 20adayin March to 80 in April.

The push comes even while
IndiGo's key competitor, the AirIndia
group, has flagged concern on shift-
ing operations to the new airport (it
does not fly from ortoit), highertar-
iffs, Increased costs in case operations
are split between NMIAL and the air-
port in Mumbal, and inadequate road
and metroconnectivity.

IndiGo accounts for nearly 70% of all the departing flights from the Navi
Mumbai International Airport. It has deployed an average of 55 departing

daily flights from the 4-month-old airport

PHOTO! (SMAN M L TR PORT X

However, IndiGo has deploved an
average of 35 departing daily flights
(385 flights a week) from the airport.
Mot only that, ina major push it has
flights connecting 45 destinations
including Delhi, Kolkata, Benguluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Patna, and Chandigarh.

The large increase has pushed the
MNMIAL to become the ninth-largest
domestic airport in the country.
ahead of the one in Guwahati, and is
expected to overtake Pune soom.

The other two carriers with oper-
ations at the airport are Akasa, which
has direct flights to Delhi. Kolkata,

Lucknow, and Benguluru, among
others, and Air India Express. Both
run seven o elght departures aday.

Aviation experts say the expan-
sion in NMIAL is closely tied upwith
the availability of new planes the air-
lines need to expand.

They are of the view thara
reason IndiGo has been able to
deploy capacity ks the continuous
and consistent induction of new
planes to Its fleet even this year.
Arcording tothe airline, it had
deploved seven new planes in
calendar year 3026 to date, with the
bulk of them beingthe A320 neo.

Akasa has alzo increased Iis fleet
by inducting this vear seven 737 Max
8, according to planesplotier.com,
giving it more flexibility. In contrast
Alr India has not inducted any new
planes this year till now, according to
the data on the same website,
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® SALIL GUPTE, PRESIDENT, BOEING INDIAAND SOUTH ASIA
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Swiss flight aborts take-off after
suspected engine failure, 5 hurt

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Four passengers
and a crew member suffered
“minor injuries” and required
medical attention after a Swiss
International Air Lines flight
bound for Zurich aborted take-
off at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport
early on Sunday following a
suspected engine failure and
fire reported near the plane's
landing gear, triggering an
emergency evacuation.

“The aircraft, an Airbus
A330-300 operating as flight
SWRI146 from Delhi to Zurich,
rejected take-off from runway
28 at1.27am on Sunday. It was
carrying 245 people on board,

Smoke was reported on the left side of the aircraft and fire near

the right landing gear, an official said.

and the pilot in command was
captain Guillermo Maximiliano
Mulet,” an official said.

A full emergency was
declared at IGI Airport at 1.35am
and Runway 28 was blocked.

SOURCED

Smoke was reported on the
left side of the aircraft and fire
near the right landing gear, an
official aware of the develop-
ment said. P4
=+AIR INDIA FLIGHT SUFFERS SMAG, P11
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{ 1G1 AIRPORT | 245 EVACUATED AFTER EMERGENCY

Swiss flight aborted
after fire; 5 injured

Neha LM Tripathi
htreposters@hindustantames. com

NEW DELHI: Four passengers
and a crew member suffered
“minor injuries” and required
medical attention after a Swiss
International Air Lines flight
bound for Zurich aborted take-
off at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (1G1) Airport
carly on Sunday following a
suspected engine failure and
fire reported near the plane’s
landing gear, triggering an
emergency evacuation.

“The aircraft. an Airbus
A330-300 operating as flight
SWRI46 from Delhi 1o Zurich,
rejected take-off from runway
28 at 1.27am on Sunday. It was
carrying 245 people on board,
and the pilot in command was
aiptain Guillermo Maximiliano
Mulet,” an official aware of the
matter said.

Of the 245 people on board,
232 were passengers (129
Indian nationals, 103 interna-
tional passengers) and 13 crew
members, three of whom were
Indians, officials said.

Four passengers were moved
to a hospital, while & cabin
crew member sustained a
sprained ankle during the inci-
dent. The other coew members
were unharmed. the airline
said,

The Aircralt Accident lnves-
tigation Burean [AAIB) is inves-
tigating the matter, which is
classified as a “serious inci
dent.” according to & central
povernment official who asked
not to be identified.

“AAIB began its investigation
on Sunday and collected the
fuel sample. A team from the
airline is also scheduled to fly
down to Dethi to assist the
investigation,” the official
added.

Swiss Air issued a formal
statement after the incident on
Sunday, stating. “We are aware
of an incident involving flight
LX147 in Delhi. The aircraft
involved is an Airbus A330,
registration HB-JHE. SWISS
has established a task foree..
Shortly after take-off, just after
lam local time, an issue
occurred with one of the
engines. The crew rejected the
take-ofl and. following an
assessment of the situation,

The Airbus AZ30-300 aborted take off at Dethi airpori.

\‘l

A full emergency
was declared at
Delhi Airport. All
safety protocols
were executed, and
passengers were
safely evacuated.
Operations were
unaffected

DELHI AIRPORT
STATEMENT

decided as a precaution o
evacuate the aircraft.”

A full emergeney was
declared at 1G] Airport - the
busiest in the country - at
1.35am, and Runway 28 was
Mocked. Smoke was reported
on the left side of the aircraft
and fire near the right landing
gear, an official aware of the
development said.

“The crew rejected take-off
at a speed of around 106 knots
after he informed ATC (air traf-
fic control) that he was reject-
ing take-olf due to one engine
failure. The crew immediately
requested fire services, after
which crash fire tenders and
follow-me wvehicles were
allowed onto the runway,”
another official said.

Officials said the aircraft had
arrived in Delhi from Zurich at
IL40pm on Saturday.

SDURCED

“All four passengers received
minor injuries. While one was
given first aid by the airport
operator at Terminal 3 of 1GI
Ajrport, three others were
taken to Medanta Hospital, A
woman passenger suffered a
minor fracture while using the
emergency dides, while all oth-
ers sustained bruises,” an offi-
cial aware of the details of the
incident told HT.

“All passengers and crew
evacuated the aircraft via the
emergency slides. Passengers
are currently undergoing medi-
cal evaluation. For a small
number of individuals who
could not use the slides, stairs
were provided,” the airline
statement said,

“Despite the alarming nature
of the incident, all tyres were
found intact.” an official said.

The remaining 227 passen-
gers were safely moved to the
special reception centre (SRC)
managed by Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Lid (DIAL),
which activated its Crisis Man-
agement Centre (CMC) and
co-ordinated a multi-agency
response,

Delhi airport also issued a
statement. “In the early hours
of this moming. a full emer-
gency was declared at Delhi
Ajrport involving Swiss Inter-
national Airlines flight LX 147
(DEL-ZRH) on Runway 28/10.
All prescribed safety protocols
were promptly executed, and
passengers were safely evacu-
ated. Airport operations
remained unsffected,” it said.
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AIR INDIA FLIGHT
MAKES ‘PRIORITY"
LANDING AFTER
SNAG IN BHOPAL

BHOPAL: A Bhopal-bound Air
175 persons on board made a “pri-
ority” landing in Bhopal on Sun-
day due to a snag, an airport offi-
cial said.

The aircraft landed safely at
Bhopal airport at 3.20 pm, he
said.Consequently, the return leg
of the flight from Bhopal to Mum-
bai, with 178 passengers booked,
was cancelled, the official said.

AAT-run Bhopal airport said in
a statement that Air India flight
Al 633 “reported a technical
issue to Air Traffic Control (ATC)
during the flight from Mumbai
to Bhopal”. Immediately, all pre-
scribed safety protocols were
activated, and seamless coordi-
nation was ensured between
ATC, airline ground operations,
CISF and airpiort fire and rescue
team of Bhopal airport, it said in
a statement. The flight, carrying
166 passengers and nine crew
members, landed safely at Bho-
pal airport at 3.20 pm, the air-
portoperator said.

All necessary assistance and
support were extended by the air-
port and airline teams as per the
requirements of the flight crew, it
said."Due to the technical issue,
the aircraft was declared unser-
viceable, and as a precautionary
measure, the return flight AT-634
{Bhopal to Mumbai) was cancelled
by the airline to facilitate detailed
inspection and rectification.” the
statement said. P
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Summer travel picks up in
Tamil Nadu, but trips get
shorter amid rising costs

Many choose budget-friendly getaways closer to home, while others opt for neighbouring

countries for affordable trips; business-class travellers and corporate professionals drive demand

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ith polling over
and tempera-
tures soaring

across Tamil Nadu, people
are packing their bags to
escape the heat with a
quick holiday.

With airfares and travel
costs rising amid global
tensions, many travellers
are choosing shorter, bud-
get-friendly getaways clos-
er to home, while others
are turning to neighbour-
ing countries for affordable
international trips.

“We're clearly seeing a
shift this summer. With ris-
ing airfares to Southeast
Asia and nearby interna-
tional destinations, many
travellers are choosing to
stay within India and opt-
ing for shorter, road-trip
style getaways. The format
is largely short-distance,
short-duration, and self-
driven, with camping-led
trips becoming a preferred
way to experience these
routes,” said Swaminathan
S, Co-founder, Exoticamp.
“In Tamil Nadu, the recent
elections briefly dam-
pened long-holiday plans,
but demand has picked up
quickly post that,” he said.

Mr. Swaminathan said
astro-camping sessions in
Hanle, India’s first dark sky
reserve, are seeing strong
interest, especially from fa-
milies looking for unique,

Escape plan: Travel planners say trips within the country and the Indian subcontinent are seeing an
upward trend, with strong interest in destinations such as Bhutan and Sri Lanka. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

immersive stays. “We're al-
S0 seeing strong response
to curated road-trip cir-
cuits that combine multi-
ple destinations with a mix
of camping and glamping
experiences,” he noted.

Social media influence
Travel agents across Tamil
Nadu say young travellers
are increasingly letting In-
stagram and social media
shape their holiday plans,
with influencers spotlight-
ing hidden locations and
trending destinations.
While Gen-Z travellers
are busy planning budget
trips through social media,
it is business-class travell-
ers and corporate profes-
sionals — armed with big-

ger budgets and a taste for
convenience — who are
driving demand at travel
agencies this summer.

“We continue to see
strong travel interest from
Tamil Nadu travellers, with
a clear preference for east-
bound and far east destina-
tions such as Japan, Viet-
nam, Singapore (including
cruise holidays) and Chi-
na,” said S.D. Nandakumar,
president & country head -
Holidays & Corporate
Tours - SOTC Travel.

“Domestic travel within
India and the Indian sub-
continent is seeing encou-
raging traction, with
strong interest in destina-
tions such as Bhutan and
Sri Lanka. We anticipate

greater travel interest post
the election results,” he
added.

Rajeev Kale, president &
country head - Holidays,
MICE, Visa, Thomas Cook
(India) Limited, said Kai-
lash Mansarovar is witness-
ing renewed interest with
the resumption of travel af-
ter a gap of five years, sup-
ported by the reintroduc-
tion of direct flights to
China.

“Kashmir too is seeing a
steady revival in interest,
reflecting renewed travell-
er confidence. Overall, we
are witnessing an encou-
raging and sustained mo-
mentum of travel interest
from the Tamil Nadu mar-
ket,” he noted.
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THE JUNE 12,2025 DREAMLINER CRASH RESULTED IN CLAIMS OF ABOUT $475 MILLION

Air Indiainsurance premium
risesjust10% despite worst crash

The carrier will pay about $33 million
in premiums this cycle, compared to
approximately $30 million previously

George Mathew
Mumbai, April 26

AIR INDIA has renewed its avi-
ation insurance at only a mod-
estincrease in cost, despiteone
of the most severe incidents in
its recent history in Ahmeda-
bad. The Tata group-owned
carrier hassecured coverage for
the yearwith a premium thatis
about 10% higher than last year,
reflecting resilience in negoti-
ations aided by soft global mar-
ket conditions.

Industry sources indicate
that the airline will pay roughly
$33 million in premiums this
cycle, compared to approxi-
mately $30 million previously.

Air India did not respond
to a mail from The Indian
Express.

This renewal continues to
cover an extensive risk port-
folio, including about $20 bil-
lion in assets and liabilities
across a fleet of nearly 300 air-
craft. The airline’s liability
coverage is understood to re-
main at around $1.5 billion.

The renewal has come at a
time when Air India was deal-
ing with claims estimated at
5475 million, stemming from
the tragic Ahmedabad-London
Dreamliner crash on June 12,

2025. The accident occurred
shortly after take-off and re-
sulted in the loss of 241 passen-
gers, along with 29 fatalities on
the ground, making it one of
the most devastating aviation
disasters involving the airline.

Despite the scale of these
claims, insurers did not signifi-
cantly harden their pricing.

Market participantsin Lon-
don, a major hub for aviation
insurance and reinsurance, at-
tribute this to continued soft-
ness in the global reinsurance
market. Ample capacity and
competitive underwriting con-
ditions have helped absorb the
shock of large losses without
sharply pushing up premiums
for major carriers like Air India.

The relatively small in-
crease underscores how global
insurance dynamics, particu-
larlyinaviation, cansometimes
buffer even large, high-profile
losses, allowing airlines to
maintain financial stability
while continuing to manage
long-tail claims from major
incidents.

“They had to pay one time
penalty during the renewal be-
cause of massive claimsandef-
fectively there are no hikes in
premium charged by the same
set of re/insurers who had in-

Almost 95% of the Air India policy has been reinsured with a clutch

of reinsurers led by AlG, Axa and Allianz.

sured the airline last year,” said
sources in the London market.

The primary insurers for the
AirIndia'sinsurance policy are
— Tata AIG General Insurance
(lead insurer with 45% share),
ICICI Lombard General Insur-
ance (7%), New India Assur-
ance (32%), Oriental Insurance
Company (14%) and other PSU
general insurers.

Almost 95% of the AirIndia
policy has been reinsured with
a clutch of reinsurers led by
AIG, Axa and Allianz. GIC Re
also hasashareinthe policy in-
cluding 4% obligatory.

During the renewals last
year, while the sum insured
had increased, after Vistara
merger — from $12 billion
1o $20 billion — the premium
outgo had remained un-
changed at around $30 million.

Currently, Air India Group

REUTERSFILE

has nearly 300 aircraft — Air
India has a fleet of around 187
planes, and Air India Express
has over 110 planes.

While globally aviation in-
surance premiums were ex-
pected to inch up following a
spate of accidents in 2025, Air
India has managed to secure
good rates, insurance officials
said. This is because of the
overall softness in aviation in-
surance market and deft ne-
gotiations by the company,
they said.

According to Willis, one of
the leading global aviation
brokers, though 2025 has
proved difficult for airline in-
surers when claims have been
frequent and costly, it's worth
noting that claims activity
doesni’t directly reduce under-
writing capacity because notall
insurers are involved in every

« LIMITED IMPACT

SOFTNESS IN aviation insurance
market and deft negotiations

led Air India to secure good

rates, say officials, even though
insurance premiums were
expectedtogoupduetoa

spate of accidents in 2025

AMPLE CAPACITY and
competitive underwriting
conditions helped absorb the
shock of large losses without
sharply pushing up premiums

for major carriers such as Air India

claim, either as lead or follow-
ing market and abundant ca-
pacity has restrained the in-
creased rates. “The reality is
that between 2021 and 2024,
theairline book appears to have
been broadly profitable for air-
line insurers, so there may be
an opportunity to treat 2025 as
aone-off, an “annus horribilis,”
where previous results and cur-
rent competition combined to
suppress rate increases. If ca-
pacity remains buoyant, then
this might be insurers’ only
hope,” said Willis.

According to figures re-
leased by the General Insur-
ance Council, overall gross pre-
mium underwritten by Indian
insurers declined by 0.8%toRs
1,089.27 crore during FY26.

Ofthis New India Assurance
accounted for Rs 436 crore
in FY26.
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OUR SUFFER INJURIE

Swiss plane suffers engine problem,
aborts takeoff; passengers evacuated

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A ZFurich-
bound Swiss International Air
Lines' plane carrying 245 peo-
ple aborted takeoff at the Dielhi
airpart early morning on Sun-
day due to an engine issue, fol-
lowing which a full emergency
was dedlared and passengers
were evacuated, with four of
them suffering injuries, accord-
ing to the airine.

There were 232 passengers,
including four infants, and 13
crew members onboard the
A330-300 aircraft with regis-
tration HB-THK that was to
operate the flight LX147 when
the incident took place around
I am. Officials said that the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau {AAIB) would probe
the incident.

AAIBR investigates acci-
denis as well as incidenis that
are classified as serious.

"Four passengers remain
in the hospital . A cabin crew
member sustained a sprained

ankle. The other crew mem-
bers are unharmed,” an air-
line spokesperson said in an
updated statement and added
that the one cabin crew mem-
ber suffered a minor foot injury.

Details about how the
passengers suffered injuries
could not be immediatety
ascertained.

Shortly after 1 am local time
an April 26, an issue ocourred
with ane of the engines during
the takeaff afi]jghl LX147 in
Delhi “The crew aborted the

CLOSER LOOK

 Phaares w213 pusseng-l.!rs,

including four infonts, 13 crew
members onboard the A330-
300 gircraft with registration
HE-JHK that was to operate the
flight LX 147 when the incident

took ploce around 1 am

» Offidals sobd that the Ajrcraft
Accident Investigotion Bureou
{AAIB) would probe the incident

takeoff and, after assessing the
situation, decided as a precau-
tion to evaouate the aircraft”
the spokesperson said.
Sources said smoke was
observed from the port side
of the main wheel and initially,
the input was that there was
smake from one of the landing
gears. Delhi airport operator
DIAL said the operations at the
girport remained unaffected
due to the incident invalving

the aircraft. In an earlier state-
ment, the airline spokesper-

son had said all passengers and
crew evacuated the aircraft via
the emergency slides.

“Six passengers are under-
going medical evaluation. For
a small mumber of individu-
als who were unable to use the
slides, stairs were provided,” the
spokesperson had said.

Swiss International Air
Lines is known as Swiss.

The sources said initially, a
call regarding full emergency
and the aircraft suffering tyre
burst was received from the Air

Traffic Controller (ATC). After
the checking was done by the
airside team, it was confirmed
that during the rejected takeoff,
smoke was observed originat-
ing from the port side of the
main wheel, they added.

Delhi airport operator
DIAL said in the earky hours of
Sunday, a full emergency was
declared for flight LX147 on
Rumway 28/ 10.

“All prescribed safety pro-
tocols were promptly executed,
and passengers were safely
evacuated. Airport operations
remained unaffected,” DIAL
said in a post on X The airine
spokesperson said it was deter-
mined to fully understand what
led to this incident, induding
what led to the engine problem.

Regretting the inconve-
nience caused, the spokesper-
son said, “We are aware that
such an event can be stress-
ful and traumatic for those
affected. Our teams remain
in close contact with owr
passengers”
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Swiss plane
hit by engine
fault in Delhi,
four injured

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

A Zurich-bound Swiss
International Air Lines’
plane carrying 245 people
aborted takeoff at the
Delhi airport early
morning on Sunday due to
an engine issue, following
which a full emergency
was declared and passen-
gers were evacuated, with
four of them suffering
injuries, according to the
airline.

There were 232 passen-
gers, including four infants,
and 13 crew members
onboard the A330-300 air-
craft with registration HB-
JHK that was to operate
the Might LX147 when the
incident took place around
lam.

Officials said that the
Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
would probe the incident.
AAIB investigates accidents
as well as incidents that
are classified as serious.

"Four passengers
remain in the hospital... A
cabin crew member sus-
tained a sprained ankle.
The other crew members
are unharmed,” an airline
spokesperson said.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Swiss plane hit by engine
fault in Delhi, four...

Details about how the passengers suffered
injuries could not be immediately ascertained.

Shortly after 1 am local time on April 26, an
issue occurred with one of the engines during
the takeoff of flight LX147 in Delhi.

“The crew aborted the takeoff and, after
assessing the situation, decided as a precaution
to evacuate the aircraft,” the spokesperson said.
Sources said smoke was observed from the port
side of the main wheel and initally, the input
was that there was smoke from one of the
landing gears.

Delhi airport operator DIAL said the opera-
tions at the airport remained unaffected due
to the incident involving the aircraft.

In an earlier statement, the airline spokesper-
son had said all passengers and crew evacuat-
ed the aircraft via the emergency slides.

“Six passengers are undergoing medical
evaluation. For a small number of individuals
who were unable to use the slides, stairs were
provided,” the spokesperson had said.

Swiss International Air Lines is known
as Swiss.

The sources said initially, a call regarding full
emergency and the aircraft suffering tyre burst

was received from the Air Traffic Controller
(ATC). After the checking was done by the airside
team, it was confirmed that during the reject-
ed takeoff, smoke was observed originating
from the port side of the main wheel,
they added.

Delhi airport operator DIAL said in the early
hours of Sunday, a full emergency was declared
for flight LX147 on Runway 28/10.

"All prescribed safery protocols were prompi-
ly executed, and passengers were safely evac-
uated. Airport operations remained unaffect-
ed,” DIAL said in a post on X.

The airline spokesperson said it was deter-
mined to fully understand what led to this inci-
dent, including what led to the engine problem.

Regretting the inconvenience caused, the
spokesperson said, "We are aware that such an
event can be stressful and traumatic for those
affected. Our teams remain in close contact with
our passengers and continue to support them
even beyond the immediate situation.

The spokesperson, earlier, said Swiss techni-
cal specialists will travel to Delhi to inspect the
aircraft and initiate the next steps.

Passengers have been accommodated in
hotels and rebooked onto alternative flights.

"We were able to find an individual solution
for all guests to continue their journey and
remain in contact with them,” the airline
spokesperson said.
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DGCA tightens rules
for foreign airlines
operating in country

Saurabh Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: India has tight-
ened rules for foreign airlines
operating to and from the
country. Now, the DGCA can
“revokeor suspend” aforeign
airline's authorisation for
lapses like not meeting safety
standards. In one of his first
orders, DGCA chief Vir Vik-
ram Yadav said foreign air-
lines “shall nominate or ap-
point a local representative”
todeal with the regulator.

While Indian carriers
must follow conswmner protec-
tion rules, the DGCA did not
have that remit over foreign
ones—this changes now. For-
eign airlines must set up an
effective passenger griev-
ance redressal mechanism,
maintain a complaints data-
base, and submit periodic re-
portstothe DGCA.

Grounds for cancelling or
revoking authorisation in-
clude ownership and control
not vested with the designat-
ing country or failure to
maintain safety and security
standards. Unless urgent, ac-
tion will follow consultations
with the designating govt,

If an airline fails to oper-
ate scheduled services to/
from an Indian airport for
four traffic seasons, its au-
thorisation for that airport
will be deemed suspendecd.

Industry insiders say In-
dia i1s now flexing its avia-
tion muscle as IndiGo and
Air India expand, reducing
reliance on foreign carriers.

STRICTER NORMS

Kuwait-India
flights resume

midthe West Asia

conflict, Sunday saw the
first direct flights out of
Kuwait after Feb 28 to India
and some other countries. As
of now, Kuwait's Jazeerais
making weekly plans tosee
how the situation evolves,
reports Saurabh Sinha. Gulf
Airflights had begun
operating between Bahrain
and destinations in India
since April 21, UAE, however,
isyettoopenits doors to
foreign carriers.

However, Saudi airspace
isnow open almost at pre-Feb
28 level, said a senior official
of an Indian airline.

Foreign airlines must also
apply for additional flights at
least seven working dayvs in
advance and ensure they are
within bilateral traffic rights
andapproved airport slots.
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Zurich flight aborts
take-off after engine

fire at Delhi airport

4 injured in emergency evacuation

SHEKHAR SINGH

MEW DELHI, APRIL 26

A Zunch-bound Swiss Intermna-
tional Aidines flight was fomed
toabort take-off at Delhi's Indi-
ra Gandhi International (TGT)

Airport in the early hours of

Sunday after an enpine failure
led to a fire, prompting a full
emergency and evaciation that
left four passengers injured
Flight 13X 147, operated by an
Airbus A330-300, was on its
take-off mil on Runway 28 at
amund 1.08 am when engine
nimber one malfuncdioned
and caught fire, Sources said
the aireraft had accelerated to
aboiit 104 knots when the crew

detected the fault and immedi-
ately rejected take-off in line
with safety protocols,

The aireraft was carrying 232
passengers, including  four
infants, and 13 crew members
at the time of the incident. The
airline said shortly after 1 am,
an issue occwred with one of
the engines during take-off,
Thecockpit crevwdeclared a full
emergeney and, after assessing
the situation, decded to evacu-
ate fhe aireraft as a precaution.

Passengers were evaruated
using inflatable emergency
glides, Dunng the pmooess,
four passengers and a cabin
crew member sustained
Mminor injluries,
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