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Modi to open Ph-1 of

Modi to open Phase 1 of new

Noida int’l airport tomorrow
<11.2K-cr Jewar airport will be integrated with IGI

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MNEW DELHI, MARCH 26

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
newly constructed Noida
International Airport at
Jewar, envisioned as a
major international gate-
way for the National
Capital Region (NCR), on
Saturday. The Noida air-
port has been developed
as the second internation-
al airport for the Delhi-
NCR region, complement-
ing Delhi's Indira Gandhi

! THE INAUGURATION
of Noida airport marks
a significant milestone
in India’s journey
towards becoming a
global aviation hub

International Alrport,

The Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) said that Mr
Modi will wvisit Uttar
Pradesh on March 28.
Before inaugurating
Phase [ of the new airport
in Jewar around
Saturday noon, Mr Modi

will undertake a walk-
through of the terminal
building of Noida
International Airport.

The inauguration of
MNoida airport marks a sig-
nificant milestone in
India's journey towards
becoming a global avia-
tion hub. “The airport,
envisioned as a major
international gateway for
the MNCR, represents a
major step in strengthen-
ing the country’s airport
infrastructure and
™ Turn to Page 4

Noida int’l
®m Continued from Page 1
enhancing regional and

international connectivi-
tv.” the PMO said, adding

that the Noida
International  Airport
will complement the
Indira Gandhi
International  Airport,

and the two airports will
function as an integrated
aviation system, easing
congestion, expanding
passenger capacity, and
positioning Delhi NCR
among leading global avi-
atlon hubs.,

The Nolda
International Airport is
among the largest green-
field airport projects in
the country and has been
developed at a total
investment of around
11,200 crores under a
public—private partner-
ship (PPP) model.

The airport will initial.
Iy have a passenger han-
dling capacity of 12 mil-
lion passengers per
annum (MPPA), with
scalability up to 70 MPPA
upon full development. 1t
features a  2,900-metre
runway capable of han-
dling wide-body aircraf,
along with modern navi.
gation systems, including
the instrument landing
system and advanced air-
field lighting to support

efficient, all-weather,
round-the-clock opera:
tons.

The airport also incor

airport Sat.

porates a robust cargo
ecosystem, including a
multi-modal cargo hub,
featuring an integrated
cargo terminal and logis-
tics zones. The cargo
facility Is deslgned to
handle over 2.5 lakh met.
ric tonnes annually,
expandable to around 18
lakh metric tonnes, and
includes a dedicated 40-
acre malntenance, repair
and overhaul (MRO) facil-
ity

Designed as a sustain-
able and future-ready
infrastructure project,
Noida International
Alrport alms to operate
as a net-zero emissions
facility, integrating ener-
gv-efficient systems and
environmentally respon-
sible practices, Its archi-
tectural design draws
inspiration from Indian
heritage, incorporating
elements reminiscent of
traditional ghats and
havelis, thereby blending
cultural aesthetics with
modern infrastructure.

“Strategically located
along the Yamuna
Expressway, the Nolda
International Alrport s
planned as a multi-modal
transport hub with seam-
less Integration across
road, rail, metro, and
regional transit systems,
ensuring efficient con-
nectivity for passengers
and cargo,” the PMO
added.
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Aviation demand is resilient despite
global tensions: Noida airport CEO

SOLID FOOTING. India’s aviation growth remains strong despite geopolitical challenges, confirms Schnellmann

—
Rohit Vaid
New Dethi

Indis"s miation growth story
remains intact despite ongo-
ing geopolitical disruptions,
Noida International Airport
(NIA) Chief Executive Of-
ficer Christoph Schnellmann
told bustnessime.

Schnellmann  spoke  to
businessline just before the
inauguration of India's new-
st mega airport at the Jewar
township in the Greater
Noids area.

“We believe in India’s avi-
ation growth story,” he said,
adding that the investment
in the project reflects confid-
ence In the sector's long-
term potential.

GROWTH TRAJECTORY

Besides, Schoellmann noted
that the girport's completion
IJII.dI:I'SCI:EG this grcw?th tra-
jectory and emphasised that
the West Asia crisis is a tem-
porary disruption that will
not impact India’s aviation

k

Moida International Airpart CEQ Christoph Schnellmann

growth, much like Covid and
the earlier supply chain chal-
lenges did not derail the
SeCtor.

Looking shead to o
tions, Schoellmann said the
arport will move swifthy to
complete the remaining reg-
ulgtory processes aft:rr;ug
inanguration. “We are look-
ing forward to a grand inaug-
uration,” he said.

“After approval of the Air-
port Secunty Programme, it
will take around 3045 days
for the first domestic flight

to toke off. International
flights are expected to starta
couple of months after the
lmunch of domestic opera-
tions,” he added.

Notebly, Prime Minister
Norendra Modi is expected
to inaugurate the greenfield
girport in Greater Noida on
March 28, marking a mile-
stone for the project, which
faced multiple delavs.

SECURITY CLEARANCE
The inauguration follows the
mirpart  securing  security

clearance from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation  Security
(BCAS) and an acrodrome li-
cence from the Directorate
General of Civil Awiation
(DGCA).

After the approval of the
Acrodrome  Security  Pro-
gramme, operational readi-
ness will involve finalising
airline networks, route plan-
ning and skot approvals in co-
ordination with the DGCA
and other stakeholders.

SLOT ALLOTMENT

COmee slots are allocated, air-
lines are expected to begin
commercial — preparations,
including opening bookings
and initiating customer out-
reach ahead of launch.

In terms of airline part-
nerships, IndiGo is set to be
the launch carrier at the air-
port, while Akasa Air plans to
operate both domestic and
internaticnal  services.  Air
India Express is also expec-
ted o COMMTETCE
operations.

Further, discussions are

under way with other Indian
carriers, while several inter-
national airlines have ex-

Efoﬁhcd interest in operating
the airport.

CONNECTIVITY OPTION
On the ground, the sirport is
preparing  multiple  con-
nectivity options, including
intercity and long-haul bas
services, airport taxds and
gpp-based cab egAtoTs,
supparted by traffic manage-
ment Systems.

Earlier this month, the
Union Cabinet approved the
construction of a greenficld
connectivity cornidor linking
the international airport
with the Faridabad-Eallab-
hgarh-Sohna spur of the
Delhi-Mumbai  Expressway
ot a revised cost of 73631
crore.

Long-term  connectivity
plans include a proposed Re-
giomal Rapid Transit System
link and a high-speed rail
commidor between Delhi and
Varanasi, with a stop at the
airport.
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Noida Realty Poised for
Takeoff with Airport

FaizanHaldar

New Delhi: Opening of Noida In-
ternational Airport is expected to
draw multinational, local compa
nies o the satellite city of the Na
tional Capital Region, boosting de-
mand for Grade-A officespace and
huxury housing, experts said.

They project Grade-A office lea-
slng in Nolda to be 2-3 million sq 0
annuafly—about o quarter of the
Delhi-NCR activ ]ty —{rom this vear,
with multiple upcoming infrastruc-
ture profects that would improve
connectivity with Gurugram and
Delli adso st tmulating demand,

“The residentinl market of so
loct microomarkets of Noida,
such as Yamuna Expressway,
Greater Noida and localities
along the Noida Expressway,
standstoganin traction, especially
in the middle-income and luxury
segments,” sald Vimal Nadar, na
tional director and head of rese-
archat Colliers India.

Nodda has deliversd nearly five
times returns over the past six
vears in some of its micro-mar
kets, driven by infrastructure ex
pansion, policy support and ri
sing user demand

According (o InvestoXpert Ad-
visors, Yamuna Expressway has
emerged as NCR's strongest real
esiate corridor, with prices of
apartmentsrising 158% (€3.85010
€10, 200 per sq ) dioring 2020-2025
and of plots surging 536% (€ 1,650
1o 10,500 e sq i)

“With aviation-linked industries,
logistics parks, data centres and
Film City taking shape, the region
i= evolving lnlto & residentinl and
commercinl hub,” sakd Vishal Ra-
hefa, founder and managing direc
torof InvesioXpert. “As the airport
becomes operational the mariet is
shifting from speculative monen
tum to fundamentalsled growth,
driven by industrial activity; logis
tics demand and job ereation that
strengithon absorption, rental yi-
elids and liquidite™



AIRPC 1f~1 TS Al IIH

li'-t’i! ¥ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

DELHI

27 MARCH 2026

Jewar airport poised for takeoff, commercial ﬂlghts from late April

# Lower fuel tax,
fresh capacity to
shape airline
network shifts

YARUCQHULLAH KHAN
Hew Delhi, March 28

HOIDA INTERMATIOMAL AIR=
PORT, which is scheduled tnbe
Inaugurated by Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi on Mamch 1E,
will begin commercial opera-
tans nm lade April o e.1:rh.' I'|.1.a|y.
with airfines initially connect-
ing the Matronal L':pll:al.
Region to key domestic desti
natkons suehas Mumbal, Ben-
gahamy and Hyderabad before
widening the network

The 11,200 orore pmject,
developed under a public-pri
vate partnershipmods!, marks
the first operational phase of
whal is positi oned as a second
aviation gateway for the Delhi
region. While the formal

launeh takes place this week,
airport executives said a short
transition windowwill allow
arrlmes to fmalise wlwrlu!r-:,
deployzround equipiment and
open bookings,

"This transition period
allows aidines approximately
4% m 60 days to finalise flight
schedules, move Kroen. d
cquipment, and open ticket
bookings,” a senior alrport
exeoutive said,

The airport, developed by
Yamuna Internato n.'li.h:rp-nrt.
a subsidiary of Zurich Alrport
[ntermational AG, recerred its
acrodrome licence from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation earlier this month,
clearing s key regulatory mils-
stoneahead of operations,

Initial traffic ls expected w
start withamund 30 flights a
day, scaling up to about 65
daily departures over the next
fow moniths. IndiGo, Akasa Air
and Air Incia Express are
amaong the early carriers that
have con firmed plans to oper-

o o — =
Aview ofthe newly constructed Moida International Airport, ahead of its imuguration, on Thursda:f e
ate from the airport, Execu-  the radar, operations,“Domestic opera :||.'||:|'||s.g that overseas routes
tives said thefirst phase will Intemational operations tionswillinitiallyfoousoncon-  such as Dubai and Singapore
privritise domestic routes,  will follow only after domestic necting the NCH to major are under consideration at a
with cities such as Lucknow, servicesstabilise andtheak-  cities. with additional routes  laker stage.

Dehradun and Hubli alko on

port transitions to full 24-hour

planned,” the executive said,

B ilt wi th an initial passen

per capacity of 12 million
annually, the airport is
designed to scaleup to 70 mil
lom ]’!ﬂ'l 5ET1 F ™ i’N"I yEArover
subssequent phases.

The first |'|I1.1.-|{= includes a
3,900-metre runway capable
of handling wide-body air-
craft,alongwith modem nav
lgathon systems, neluding an
instrument landing system,
and advanced abrfieldlighting
for all-weather, round -the
clock operations,

Beyond passenpertraffic,the
abrport hasheen plannedwitha
strong cargo focus. E ncludes a
multi-modal cargo hubwithan
integrated terminal amd logis
tics gones, desipned to handle
over 150,000 metric tonmes
anmually, sxpandable tol. 8 mil
lhon metr ¢ tonmes, A dedicated
4{-acre maintenance, repair
and overhaul facility ks also part
of theermsystem.

The project is being pitched
asacost-efficient allemative for
alrlings opemting in the region.

With awviation furhine fuel

attracting about 4% VAT In
Uttar Pradesh compared with
254 in Delhl, industry exacu-
thesexpect carners tofactorin
fuel savings while allocating
1'=p,1rir:.'. Given that foel
accounts for roughly 4 0% of
airline operating costs, the
differontial could influence
network strategles,

Strategically located along
the Yamuena Expoecavay, the abr-
port is being developed as a
multi-modaltransport hubwith
rogl, rail v metmo onnecine -
ity Its design blends modern
infrastructure with elements
inspired by Indian herntage,
whilethe operatorhasoommit -
ted to running it asa net-zeto
emisions Dweility through
energy-cfficent systems.

The alrport Ls expected to
egradually positionitselfasan
alternate domestic and inter-
national hub for the Dethi
MCE_ easingcongestion atthe
capital's existing airport
while opening up fresh
capacity for airlines
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27 vears later, farmers win big in Surat alrport land case

FPJNews Service
SURAT

In a historic judgment that
could reshape land acquisition
disputes across Gujarat, the
Gujarat High Court has delivered
long-awaited relief to farmers of
Magdalla village, nearly 27 years
after their land was acquired for
the expansion of Surat Airport The
ruling has sparked a wave of ce
lebration among affected families,
who had been batling for fair
compensation for decades,

In a strong rebuke to the aut-
horities, the High Court quashed
the earlier decision of the Land
Acquisition Officer, who had re-
Jected farmers’ claims under
Section 28{A) of the Land Ac-
quisition Act on technical grounds
The court has now directed the
officials  reconsider all app-
lications within eight weeks, ef
fectively reopening the door for
enhanced compensation

“The previous decision of the
Land Acquisition Officer is not

sustainable, The

appl-

legally
lcatons must be reconsidered

prompily within the framework of
law,” observed Justice Divyesh A.
Joshi whiledeliveringthe verdict.

The dispute dates back to 1999,
when land in Magdalla village was
acquired for airport expansion. At
the time, compensation was fixed
ot a mere ¥7T per square metre.
However, in subsequent proc-
cedings under Section 18, a civil
court significantly enhanced the
compensation o W00 per s
uare metre for some farmers.

Many others, who could not approach
the court in time, ler sought parity under
Section 28(A) which alows similarly
phced landowners w0 daim equal oo
mpensation. However, their applications
were rejecied on the grounds that the dates
of notificat ion under Section 4differed.

Advocate Nwseem G (adri, who re-
presented the farmers from the civil count
1o the High Court, termed the verdict a
“milestone.” He said. “This judgment re-
stores faith in the justioe system. Farmers
who were denied their rightful dues now
have a real chance to receive fair
compensation.”
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Dubai International Airport has touched the hearts of
travellers after staff handed out small souvenir packs to

passengers during recent travel disruptions

Dubai airport wins
travellers' hearts

ubai International Airport, widely known as
DXB, has touched the hearts of travellers after
staff handed out small souvenir packs to pas-
sengers during recent travel disruptions. The
gesture, though simple, has drawn widespread
praise online, with many calling it a true reflec-
tion of Dubai's warmth and hospitality.
The airport, known for its smooth oper-
ations and high-quality passenger
experience, introduced the initiative as a
way to thank travellers for their patience.

Inclian expat The souvenir packs include Dubai-

rmandezsaidthe themed magnets, keychains, and a
giftscame atthe .ihted note expressing gratitude while

e moment of goodbye,

addingcomfortand  reassuring passengers that their safety
FRERSRADS: and wellbeing remain a priority. For

many, the gesture turned routine depar-
tures into emotional moments. Aya Elbendary,
an Egyptian resident who has lived in Dubai
since 2017, said she was overwhelmed when
she received the gift while leaving for an Eid
break. She said the message made her feel seen
and valued by the city she now calls home.
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JEWAR AIRPORT
INAUGURATION:
GZB SCHOOLS TO
REMAIN OPEN

Peeyush Khandelwal
peeyush.khandelwal@htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
district administration on
Wednesday cancelled its contro-
versial March 24 direction that
had ordered schools to hold
online classes on March 28 - the
inauguration day of the Noida
International Airport in Jewar -
but offered no clarity on
whether the requisition of 800
school buses for the event
would proceed.

In an order dated March 25
(Wednesday) addressed to
school principals, and released
to media on Thursday, district
magistrate Ravinder Kumar
Mandar stated: “The under-
signed is directed to cancel,
with immediate effect, the order
.. dated March 24, 2026. Conse-
quently, classes in all schools of
the district shall be conducted
physically on March 28.”

The March 24 direction
issued by the DM had requisi-
tioned 800 buses from schools
to ferry “beneficiaries of govern-
ment schemes” to the inaugura-
tion ceremony of the Noida
International Airport and
directed that classes in all
schools in the district be moved
online.

To be sure, the latest order
does not address the bus take-
over. Calls by HT to Mandar for
clarification on the requisition
of buses went unanswered.

Ghaziabad chief development
officer Abhinav Gopal declined
to comment, referring the mat-
ter to the transport department.
“As per the new order, classes in
schools will resume physical
mode as before. The arrange-
ment of buses will be handled
differently. The transport
department will look after the
issue of buses,” said OP Yadav,
the district’s basic education
officer.
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Readyto
takeoff

Prime Minister to inaugurate first phase of Noida
International Airport in Jewar tomorrow, a significant
milestone in India’s aviation ambitions

Neetika lha

Noida, March 26

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will inaugurate Phase L of
Nobkda International Alrport in
Jewar on Samrday, the second
International airport of the
Delhi-NCR region, which will
also serve parts of Western
Uttar Pradesh.

Aninvestment of Rs 11,200
crore has been made in Phase1
ofthe project, which is being
developed under a Public-Pri-
vate Parmership (FPP) model.

Asperarelease lssued by the
Prime Minister's Office on
Thursday, the PMwill undertake
awalkthrough of the terminal
building ar 11,30 am, followed by
the inaugurition at noor. He
will aleo address the public on
the occasion, the release said.

ThEalrport iscomingupon
1334 hectares of land adjacent
to the Yamuna Expressway,
about 40 km from Pari Chowk
in Greater Nolda. The alrport
received security approval
from the Bureau of Civil Avi-
atlon Security (BCAS) earlier
this month. Flights are ex-
pected to begin soon, even
though no official imeline has
been announced yet.

Nolda Alrport officials sald
the design of the airport is in-
splred by the culture and herd-
tage of UP, Urtarakhand, and

ment hasbeenused inthe con-
struction, and the Nolda Inter-
national Alrport aspires to
operate at carbon net zem,” of-
ficials told The Indian Express
on Thursday.

The maost striking featurs of
the terminal building is its roof,
says an official document - "a
sweeping, translucent white
canopy that rises and falls gen-
tly" like the waves of the
Yamuna, Ganga and Hindon

rivers.
"The
simple lay-
out of the ter-
minal will ensure
ease ofopertions, ef
ficient flows and intu-
itive " officials
from the design team sald.
MNolda International Alrport
Chief Executive Officer Chris-
toph Schnellmann hadsaid ear-
lier: "This world-class alrport
will combine Swiss efficlency
and Indian hospltality 1o offer

and services (ol passengers.”

According to the official
document, red stone has been
used In the floor of the check-in
hall, which features ornamental
Lattice {jall) screens that allow
natural Hght and ventilarion.
Alrport officials said Terminal
T1 covers an area of approxi-
mustely 138000 square metres.
"By the time Phase 4 is com-
plete, the combined rerminal
footprntwill approach 500,000
sqm.” says the document.

This airport has besn posi-
tioned as the gateway to some
of India’s most spiritually and
culturally significant desting-
tions including the Taj Mahal,
the Kumbh Mela sites, the Bud-
dhist sites of Shravasti and Ku-
shinagar, and the towns of Ma-
thuraand Vrindavan.

The airpor will initially have
apassenger handling capacity of
12 million passengers per
anmum, which sexpected tobe
scabed up to 7O million passen-
gers per annum upon full devel-
opment. The first ranway, 3500
metreslongand 45 metreswide,

e

The carpo hub at the airport
spans 80 acres ofland, and sex-
pected to provide quick, con-
venlent, intermadal connectiy-
Ityto manufaciuring hubs inthe
country. ltisdesirned to handle
maore than 2,5 lakh metric
tonnesofcangoannually, expan-
dable to around 18 lakh metric
tonnes, and includes a dedi-
cated 40-acre Maintenance, Re-
par, and Overhaul (MRO) facil-
Ity, an official release said.

Officials said the alrport has
besn designed as a sustainable
and future-ready infrastrcture
project that integrates energy-
efficient systems and envinon-
mentally responsible practices.
It "marks asignificant milestone
im India's joumey towards be-
coming a global aviation hub”,
says the PMO release. The air-
port was commissioned in 2021
tolighren the existing passenger
load on Delhi's 1GI Alrport,
which handled nearly 8 crore
fliers in 2024,

Inside images of the airport in Jewar. #HOT0 COURTESY, NOIDA INTERNATICNAL ARPORT

Airside Vehicle Fuel Station  # Cargo Terminal
L :

~® Cargo Village

Airside Service Road
L]

|
~———# Terminal 2

_u Terminal Forecourt

SOURCE. MOID& N TERNATIONAL ARPCRT

«NOIDA AIRPORT PHASE 1vs PHASE 4, LIKELY TO BELAUNCHED BY 2040

CAPRGITY 12 million 30 million CapAciTY &7 ]2 million zO million =
m;ﬂ: ?;:Sbn 3 900 Runway ;ﬂgmﬂé :::1?::}11 ::::‘i;lnlﬂﬂﬁ -
Numﬂmwa-pm 4 150":? South 1Sé38"£ﬂ000 E,OO;UUD




AIRPORISAUTH

DRITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LOESATYA DELHI 27 MARCH 2026

aligsT U A It st Sfier

ey [ Srora

i e—— L E s ok B ,
fensdios |

% Rl SiFpe | 5000 2021 T, 202671

VTR g HE v 6 g‘g}"fﬁm

37§ 1 TEWEA H4 | TE AT e 9s TR O1aY Rerd

g1 fereeit-mitr et e it = AE HARTCTAEANE 378

(e ) % e g || oo 120 | BCT@Um@ITEDy

ST 7R o % w9 H ——— S B |FHG AR SIIE B

ferafi famn T | 7% 4T DXN wsomm | | A | 120G

T e T S s | emdgaredaum

¥ Hwrd Fm) waTé 37 H O Ag- s @ 7 Tt e At IHIEA B |39 HaH
AWE WA T W eAMwEas, R WAt 25 gwen wivd A ey s S S &) Halfte

HEw, 6, 79 3 i T e 27 4 i e T HeTe E Wi 5 B

TRar weE & FA EE TR TR e e, 0 20 W T A

FHM -AEA U 3G F §H &9 F T 18 T EH Y O AR A wie wfe a e W g

w9 5 fererfe fn v @ o HfeF eA TR MM M EFA Ll 9% 59 g Wi 99 1 4




Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST DELHI 27 MARCH 2026

SEAMLESS RAIL, METRO, REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY PLANNED

PM Modi to unvelil Noida Airport
tomorrow; will ease load on IGIA

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CLOSER LOOK.

» Developed ot an estimated
cost of Rs 11,200 erore under
a public-private partnership
model, Phase | of the
project will have an initial
capacity to handle 12 million
passengers annually, scalable
up ta 70 million pasengers
upen full completion

» The airport fedtures a

GREATER NOIDA: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
inaugurate the Noida Interna-
tional Atrport on March 28,
marking a significant milestone
in India’s aviation expansion.

The Prime Minister will
tour the airport lerminal before
formally inaugurating the
facility at noon and addressing
a gathering.

Located in Jewar in the

Mational Capital Region 3,900-metre rnway capable
(NCR), the Noida Interna- of heandiing wide-body oir-
tional Airport is expected to

Curnpl::nlcnt Indira Gandhi craft, ak'“g with advanced
International Airport and ease A view of the newly constructed Noida International Airport, on Thursday FCFTI navigation systems

passenger traffic. Tﬂgct]'u.-r. the

two airports are set to posi-
tion the Delhi-NCR region as
a major aviation hub.
Developed at an estimated
cost of Bs 11,200 ¢rore under
a public-private partnership
model, Phase 1 of the project
will have an initial capacity Lo

handle 12 million passengers

annually, scalable up to 70 mil-
lion passengers upon full com-
pletion. The airport features a
3.900-metre runway capable
of handling wide-body atreraft,
along with advanced naviga-
tion systems and all-weather
aperational capabilities.

A key highlight of the

project is its integrated cargo
ecosystem, including a multi-
level cargo hub with an initial
capacity of over 2.5 lakh met-
ric tonnes annually. The air-
port will alsa house a dedicated
40-acre Maintenance, Repair
and Owverhaul (MRO) facility.
Strategically located near

the Yamuna Expressway, the
airport is designed as a mul-
Hmadal transport hub with
seamless connectivity through
rail, metro and regional transit
systems. Officials said the air-
port has been designed with a
focus on sustainability, incor-
porating energy-efficient sys-

tems and environmentally
responsible practices.

They added that the project
is expected to boost regional
connectivity, strengthen
trade and logistics, generate
a:rnpluyrm:nt opportunities,
and enhance Indias position
in global aviation.
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Airport to generate steady
income & boost urban dev

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
upcoming Noida International
Alrport is set to eme a5 a
kt’yrl:umumic driver I‘n:gl‘:uida,
Greater Moida and the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (YEITIA],
boosting real estate and indus-
trial irvestment while creating
sustained revenue stréams for
wrban development.

Officials said the airport has
already triggered a sharp rise
in property prices and acceler-
ated industrial activity across
the region, with its long-term
financial impact expected
Lo be even more significant.
A special purpose vehicle,
Moida International Airport
Limited, has been formed
by the Government of Uttar
Pradesh along with the three
development authorities to
manage the project.

Under the equity struc-
Lure, the state government and
Moida Authority hobd 37.5 per
cent stake each, while Greater
Moida and YEIDA hold 12.5
per cent each. So far, over Rs
4,406 crore has been spent on
land acquisition. jointly borne

‘This investment is
expected to begin
yielding returns
from the 6th year
of commercial

ops, when revenue
sharing commences’

by the government and the
avthorities. This investment
is expected to begin yielding
returns from the sixth year of
commercial operations, when
revenue sharing commences.
“The project was awarded
to Zurich Airport International
AG, which secured the bid by
offering a per-passenger fee of
Rs 40097 — among the high-
est globally. This means every
dumn:st:c and international
nger will directly contrib-
ul.c lu e revenue pool, which
will be distributed among
stakeholders based on their
cqml‘l,':' a senior official said.
Authorities believe this
steady income will become a
financial backbone, particu-
larly as their traditional rev-
enue source — land allotment
— continues to shrink due to

limited availability of land At
the same time, rapid popula-
ton growth has increased pres-
sure on urban infrastructure
and civic amenities, widen-
ing the gap between income
and expenditure.

Passenger traffic is pro-
jected at 5-6 million annu-
all]r in the initial pha.sc, with
estimates suggesting it could
rise to as high as 70 million
passengers per vear by 2040,
Officials said such growth
would significantly strengthen
the financial capacity of the
authorities, tl'.lEl.b]:i.I:'I.E sustained
investment in infrastructure
and public services.

“With a fixed per-ticket rev-
enue model, the airport will
ensure a predictable income
stream. From the sixth year of
operations, this will begin con-
tributing substantially to the
authorities’ finances,” the affi-
cial added. Experts noted that
beyond aviation, the airport is
expected 1o catalyse economic
activity across sectors — from
logistics and warchousing to
hospitality and manufactur-
ing — reinforcing its role as a
long-term growth engine for

the NCR region.
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Noida airport to
be launched by
PM on Saturday

EXPRESS MEWS SERVILCE @ Mew Delni

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi will inanguarate the newly
constructed Noida Internation-
al Airport on Saturday

Its inauguration marks a sig-
nificant milestone in India’s
journey towards becoming a
global aviation hub, an official
statement said.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Uttar Pradesh
on March 28, 2026. At around
11.30 am_ he will undertake a
walkthrough of the terminal
building of the Noida Interna-
tional Alrport at Jewar, Gau-
tam Buddha NMagar Thereafter,
at around 12 noon, the prime
minister will inaugurate
Phase I of the Noida Interna-
tional Alrport and address a
public gathering on the occa-
sion," the statement said

The Noida airport is one
among the largest greenfield
airport projects in India.

Together, the Delhi and No-
ida airports will function as an
integrated aviation system,
easing congestion, expanding
passenger capacity, and posi-
tioning the NCR among the
Ieading global aviation hubs,
the statement said.

Phase 1 of the airport has
been developed with an outlay
of ¥11, 200 crore under a public-
private-partnership model.
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MODI TO OPEN
NOIDA AIRPORT
ON MARCH 28

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Gautam Buddha Nagar

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
Noida international airport
on March 28. Preparations
for the inauguration of
Noida International Airport
on March 28 have been
completed. The district
administration is working
with full readiness to ensure
smooth  execution  of
inauguration ceremony.
Following earlier review
meetings by  district

administration, all
departments are now
finalising their
responsibilities. Security
arrangements, traffic
management, parking,

route operations, medical
facilities, fire services,
electricity supply,
cleanliness, drinking water,
barricading, signage and

public announcement
systems are all being put in
place.

The event venue, helipad,
parking areas and entry-exit
routes have been fully
organised.
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PM to inaugurate Noida
airport on 28 March
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View of the newly constructed Noida International Airport, ahead of its
inaugurafion by PM Narendra Modi in Noida Tl

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Madi will visit Uttar Pradesh
on 28 March 2026. At around
11:30 AM, he will undertake a
walkthrough of the Terminal
Building of Noida
International Airport at Jewar,
Gautam Buddha Nagar.

Thereafter, at around 12
noon, Prime Minister will
inaugurate Phase | of Noida
International Airport and
address a public gathering on
the occasion.

The Prime Minister's Office
in a statement said the inau-
guration of Noida
International Airport marks a
significant milestone in
India's journey towards
becoming a global aviation
hub. The airport, envisioned
as a major international
gateway for the National
Capital Region (NCR), repre-
sents a major step in
strengthening the country's
airport infrastructure and
enhancing regional and inter-
national connectivity. Noida
International Airport has
been developed as the
second international airport
for the Delhi NCR region,

complementing Indira
Gandhi International Airport.
Together, the two airports
will function as an integrated
aviation system, easing con-
gestion, expanding passenger
capacity, and positioning
Delhi NCR among leading
global aviation hubs.

Noida International Airport
is among the largest green-
field airport projects in India.
Phase | of Noida International
Airport has been developed
at a total investment of
around 11,200 crore under a
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model. The airport will
initially have a passenger
handling capacity of 12
million passengers per
annum (MPPA), with scalabil-
ity up to 70 MPPA upon full
development.

“The airport also incorpo-
rates a robust cargo ecosys-
tem, including a Multi-Modal
Cargo Hub, featuring an
Integrated Cargo Terminal
and logistics zones.

The cargo facility is
designed to handle over 2.5
lakh metric tonnes annually,
expandable to around 18 lakh
metric tonnes, and includes
a dedicated 40-acre facility,”
read the statement.
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Airport is ready to fly, but job dream remains grounded for Jewar youths

Ashni.Dhaor@timesofindia.com

Noida: In 2019, when land acquisi-
tion began for Noida International
Airport, Saurav Kumar saw a fu-
ture that would not involve getting
out of Jewar and joining the rat
race in Delhi or another big city.

A BTech student then, Saurav
went on to study MTech in auto-
mobile engineering, hoping to
havetherightqualificationforthe
jobs he expected to come to town,
accompanying theairport.

His family was among those that
gave up land for the project and was
assured of a job, besides compensa-
tion. The money came, but not the
job. Like Saurav, many.Jewar vouths
have become steadily disillusioned
as the airport has taken shape and is
now ready for inauguration.

It's not that jobs have not been
offered, but those have come from
third-party contractors. For job se-
curity, local vouths have been de-
manding direct employment under
YIAPL, the Zurich AG subsidiary
that is building the airport.

“1 did not sit for placements in
my college, assuming I would get a
job at the airport. I thought I should
not start a job that | would have to
leave,” says Saurav, whoregrets that
decision with his wait for ajobat the
airport now stretching into year 7
and no real assurance that it will
end any time soon. “After waiting
for the job till 2022, [ decided to take
up teaching positions till the time I
gotajobwith theairport,” he adds.

But the only job Saurav has now
is teaching local vouths to prepare
forentrance exams.

Saurav's story echoes across
six villages in Jewar that are clos-
esl to the airport and were affect-
ed by land acquisition. Land for
the first phase was acquired from
Rohi, Parchi, Banwaribas, Kish-
orpur, Ranhera and Dayanatpur.

Locals say they were given a
choice: aone-time additional com-
pensation of around Rs 5 lakh or
assured employment for one fam-
ily member in the airport project.
Around 335 vouths, they claim,
chose the job option, expecting di-
rectemployment with Yamuna In-
ternational Airport Pvt Ltd, the
concessionaire for the airport.

Hansraj Singh, a farmer from
Dayanatpur, gave up nearly 25 acres
of land and received Rs 6 crore as
compensation. Today, he lives in the
relief and rehabilitation (R&R ) colo-

ﬁ\'DUTH SAYS

I did not sit for placements
in my college, assuming |
would get a job at the
airport. | thought | should
not start a job that | would
have to leave

rfy’ at Jewar Bangar “My elder son
was working in Gurgaon as a deputy
general manager He left that job in
2020 and came back, hoping to work
at the airport,” Singh says, referring
to terms in the R&R draft about one
member of each affected family get-
ting priority in jobs created by the
project after being provided neces-
sary training. If employment was
not possible, compensation orannui-

tv would be provided, the draft said.
“Tt was given to us in writing,”
says Nitish Bhardwaj from Banwa-
ribas. “We chose long-term securi-
tyv over immediate extra cash.”
Nitish, who is a BTech in civil
engineering, alsostayed put in Jew-
ar, expecting a call for a job at the
airport. “If Twas not waiting for the
airport job, my career graph would
have been very different,” he says.
Interview calls finally began
coming in Sept 2025. “Initially
there was excitement,” says Chand
Saifi, an unemployed youth from
Dayanatpur. “But when we reac
hed, we found the jobs were not un-
der YIAPL but from contractors.”
The positions on offer were for
security guards and janitorial staff.
Youths protested at the site and were
assured by officials their concerns

would be addressed. On Dec 2, they
were called again. “The same thing
happened. We sat on protest till se-
nior officials assured us the issue
would be looked into,” Saifi says.
On Feb 6, they staged another
protest at the airport gate and dis-
persed after fresh assurances. More
protests, and more assurances, fol-
lowed on Feb 23, March16and March
3. “In total, we have protested six
times since Sept,” says Saurav.
Those without college degrees
arealspunhappy that the skill devel-
opment promise was overlooked.
With repeated assurances fail-
ing to translate into concrete ac-
tion, the vouths decided to escalate
their protest and organised a sit-in
protest at the airport gate on
Wednesdav Around 9pm, officials
from the district administration

and Yamuna Expressway Industri-
al Development Authority (YEIDA)
reached the spot and accepted their
demands in writing.

“Allof the youth will be provid-
edon-rollsjobwith YIAPL accord-
ing to their skills. The joining let-
ter will be of YIAPL, job location
will be Jewar, and the letter will
have signatures from NIAL (UP
zovt's special purpose vehicle for
theairport)and YIAPL,” a YEIDA
official told TOL.

Saurav, however, savs the youths
are not buying this assurance and
will gather at the airport during its
inauguration by the PM on Satur-
day morning. “We feel the local ad-
minisiration cannot resolve this
But the chief minister and Prime
Minister Modi will understand our
situation,” Saurav adds.
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Noida airport launches
tomorrow, expects 60L
passengers in first year

Nr oida International Ai-
rport CEQ Christoph
Schnellmann expects
footfall to reach 60 lakh pas-
sengers in the first vear
which is half of its annual
Phaselcapacity. Speaking to
Saurabh Sinha before the
inauguration of NCR's se
cond international airport

FULL INTERVIEW: P 4

this Saturday, Schnellmann
said NIA will complement
Delhi’s IGI Airport while ha-
ving its own unigue catch-
ment area, which is eastern
NCR, western UP and neigh-
bouringareas of Haryana.
Schnellmann, who also
plaved a kev role in develo-
ping Bengalurn airport, iden-

Domestic airfares to

go up this summer

\\\'ith domestic fare caps

gone and the number of
flights reduced 12% , air trav-
el within the country will be
significantly more expen-
sive during the summer
schedule from March 29. P14

tified passenger experience
as an NIA speciality “We are
excited about the architectu-
ral experience and seamless
flow design philosophy that
draws from the legacy of wes-
tern UP and Braj Bhoomi -

the use of red granite that will
remind people of the monu-
mentsof the region,’ he said.
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Philadelphia airport
serves up a record
1,291 cheesesteaks

e
the world's longest cheeses- Unr.L the recond was
teak display mnmllnu o r1rr|1or| the sandwich-
(8 (6T bl I| | & PecoiT o diztributed 1o

o II'.]'\-'D ors andd air] T

Vohenteers budle out cheese onto v:htﬂ::tubmnm of the
Gudniness Workd Record attempt
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Bad weather delays
Didi’s flight landing

RAJIE CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, MARCH 26

West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee's
flight ran into rough weat-
her on Thursday after-
noon during her return to
the city after her poll cam-
paign in the western dis-
tricts of the state. It made
four attempts to land at
two airports but failed,
The flight remained in the
airspace for one hour and
fifteen minutes before
touching down at one of
them safely,

Ms Banerjee took off in
a private jet, a chartered
aircraft, from Andal
Alrport in Burdwan West
at 339 pm. She was
expected to land at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI)
Afrport in Dum Dum at
around 4 pm. Meanwhile,
a thunderstorm, coupled

with a spell of showers
and gusty winds, hit
Kolkata.

Caught in the turbulent
weather suddenly after
entering the city air-
space, the jet, ecarrving
the CM and some of her
security personnel, tried
to land at the NSCBI
Alrport after hovering in
the airspace for around
half an hour. The Kolkata
air traffic control, howev-
en denled permission due
to a danger:

Ms Banerjee's flight
then flew in the south
direction and made three
attempts to land at Behala
airport but still failed due
tec the bad weather
according to sources. It
then turned to the north
direction and landed at
the NSCEI Airport at 5.19
pm. The TMC supremo
later reached home by
road from there.
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British Airways
adds extra flig ohts
to Delhi, Mumhﬂl

I
Dur Bureau
Musmbas

British Airways will operate
additional flights from Lon-
dion to Delhi and Mumbai un-
til the end of May. The airline
is adding short-term capa-
city on these routes to meet
strong demand and provide
customers with  greater
choice and flexibility when
travelling between India, the
UK and beyond. The extra
services come amid contin-
ued disruption of flights in
West Asia

From April 7 to May 31,
British Airways will operate a
third dailby service from Delhi
to London Heathrow. The
girline will add its third daily
flight to Mumbai between
May 15 and 31.

With this, British Airways
will operate up to 63 weckly
flights with more than 1,000

ditional seats per weck
between India and the UKL

Air China to restart Delhi
services from April 21

|
Dhiir Bufesii
Burnbai

Air China is launching
Beijing-Delhi  flights from
April 21, increasing oono-
nectivi ions for travel-
lc:rsfrm!}rn ;Eglmmmrm.c' 5,
Air China ts the fourth air-
line to begin services after
the resumption of scheduled
passenger flights  between
llb!;dia and China lzst Noven-
L

CONNECTIVITY BOOST
It will operate a thrice-
weekly service with an Air-
bus A330 aircraft and wall
also prowvide onward connec-
tions to Canada and the US.
So far, over 60,000 passen-
gers have flown on non-stop
ts between Delhi and
ing operated by Air India,
China Eastern Airlines and
IndiGo,
IndiGo also  operates
flights from FKolkata to

Guangzhou and Shanghai.

China Eastern Airlines is
pdding & service between
Kolkata snd Kunming from
April 18,

Carriers from both sides
are scheduled to operate
around 40 flights per week
(one way) in the summer
schedule. Apart from non-
stop services, Cathay Pacific,
Singapore Airlines and Thai
carriers also carry significant
traffic between India and
China.

“The resumption of Air
China's flights to Delhi is a
positive move and will help
improve  people-to-people
ties,” said Anil Kalsi, Vice-
President of the Travel
Agents Federation of India.

VISA CONCERNS

Visas, however, remain an
grea of concern with the In-
dian travel industry pointing
to extended timelines for
processing and higher rejec-

Honrates.
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A1 flight en route London faces
technical issue, returns to Delhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Dethi, 26 March

Alr India’s A350 alrcraft en route
to London Heathrow returned to
the national capital due toatech-
nical issue on Thursday afier-
noon after being airborne for
nearly seven hours,

The same A3Z50-900 alrcraft
VT-JRF had faced a technical
issne on March 15, following
which the plane operating the
flight from New York to Delhi was
diverted to the Irish town of
Shannon, sourcessaid.

An Alr India (A-1) spokesper-
son said its flight Al operating
froma Delhi to London on Thurs-
day, made a precautionary afr-
return o the national capital

following a suspected technical
issue, "The airerafi landed safely
and consistent with Air India's
high safety standards, it is cur-
rently subject to extensive tech-
nical evaluations, which will
require additional time to com-
plete,” the spokespersonsaidina
statement.

According to the sources,
noises were heard in the alrerafi
following which it was diverted.

Detalls about the number of
passengers onboard could not be
ascertained.

The aircraft operating the
flight Almm was airborne for
around four hours before the
decision was taken to divert the
plane when it was in the Sandi
Arabia airspace.
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Hope we see better days
as airlines are facing big
challenges: DGCA chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, 26 March

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) s trying
topromote ease of doing busi-
ness for alrlines to help them
grow and flourish as well as
taking steps for passenger
rights, its chief Faiz Ahmed
Kidwai said on Thursday.

There are big challenges for
airlines, including taking
longer routes and higheroper-
ational costs due to airspace
restrictions, he sald, express-
Ing hope that there would be
“better days”.

The ongzoing West Asia
conflict is posing more chal-
lenges for alrlines, which
have curtailed services to
the region.

“It is not only passenger
rights which we are looking
at...weare irying to ease things

for the airlines also and the
rules and regulations which
are there, promote ease of
doing business because we
want our airlines to grow and
flourish,” Kidwai sald.

He said many airlines
have gone bust in India and
emphasised the need o sup-
port carriers.

India is one of the world's
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets and the DGCA aswell
as the civil aviation ministry
have been taking wvarious
iniriatives.

Recently, it was decided
that 60 per cent of seats in a
domestic flight will be
offered without any addi-
tional charges while the fare
cap, which was imposed In
the wake of IndiGo oper-
ational disruptions that hap-
pened in December 2025 has
been withdrawn.
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Airlines &
BAGGAGE BLUES

LIABILITY LIMITS

DOMESTIC CARRIAGE
Baggage: Rs 20,000 per passenger
(loss, delay, damage)
Cargo: Rs 350 per kg
(loss, delay, damage)

INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE

Baggage: 1,131 S5DR per
passenger (loss, delay,
damage)

Cargo: 19 SDR per kg
(Ioss, delay, damage)

Year Damaged Delayed® Missing-
stolen

2024 224 NA 185
2025 416 76 433

2026 153 69 173

(till Feb 2B)

s e e L el e (Source: Ministry of Civil
baggage data before 2024) Aviation in Lok Sabha)|
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UDAN 2.0
takes flight

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
& Dhairya Gajara

NEW DELHUYMUMBAI

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved a revamped
Regional Connectivity Scheme
(RCS-UDAN) with an outlay of
Rs 28 840 crore over ten vears,
alming to expand air connec-
tivity to underserved regions
while strengthening aviation
infrastructure and domestic
manufacturing,

The modified scheme, to
run from FY 2026-27 to FY
2035-36, seeks to bridge re-
gional connectivity gaps by
funding airport development,
operational support, helipads
and flect expansion.

b Contdon | nation




AIRPURISAUIH RITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 27 MARCH 2026

G TR
RADIIE
A B AR

% feett, wote | wiga =1
T e U350 TR AT
T & 0 A S o saT i
5+ o =% TEaN alTet %l 4T
feewiiele = 1R S gaR e
mnmmiﬁrw
12:30 THATE A TE|

T S o W o S
namE-111 famm =1 aFarst
T o R o o e =
T fere dre foa mn) o
a9 § 390 @

F W T £ wEiE, e b
fera A T &, T ST
FE )



HITeT

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHT 27 MARCH 2026

Airlines to cut

flights as fuel
COStS increase

MNeha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines are
set to operate about 3,000 fewer
flights a week in the upcoming
summer schedule, cutting
capacity amid rising costs and
uncertainty linked to the West
Asia crisis.

Around 12% fewer flights will
operate this summer compared
with the same period last year,
an official familiar with the mat-
ter said. Carriers had operated
25,610 weekly flights in the sum-
mer of 2025, up from 24,275 in
2024. That number is now
expected to drop to roughly
22,600 fights a week in the
schedule effective March 29
through October 31 Airlines are
scaling back as operating costs—
particularly fuel and foreign
exchange — climb, and as con-
cerns grow that demand could
weaken if geopolitical tensions
in West Asia persist, people
aware of the matter said.

In a statement, the country's
largest airline, IndiGo, said it
plans to begin the domestic sum-
mer schedule with nearly 2,000
daily flights in April. Its interna-
tional schedule was initially
planned at winter levels, but
deployment will depend on
developments in the Middle
East. The airline flagged a sharp
escalation in operating costs,
driven by fuel and forex, in an

Airlines to operate 12% fewer
Mights this summer. MINT

already inflationary cost envi-
ronment. It said fuel surcharges
and fare increases may be neces-
sary, which could in turn weigh
on demand.

“This is an extremely fluid
operating environment,” a
spokesperson said, adding that
capacity will be recalibrated as
needed across domestic and
international networks.

The government has not
issued a formal statement on
capacity cuts. Industry execu-
tives said airlines may raise fares
from April and could ground air-
craft if aviation turbine fuel pri-
ces continue to rise.

“There is a sense that passen-
gers, including leisure travellers,
may defer plans due to the West
Asia crisis,” an industry insider
said. “If load factors weaken, air-
lines may cancel or consolidate
flights or, in extreme cases,
ground aircraft.”
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Airlines to operate
10% fewer flights in
summer schedule

Ie_edhm.@lwzrlnl O
HEW DELHI/MUMBAIL

ate a little over 23000

weekly domestic Rightsdur
ingthesummerschedole start -
ingrfirm 29 March whichis ¥
b tharnuthe services fown dur
iz the siome period a year ago.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DHGCA) has pulby
lished the domestic Rights
summer schedule, which is

From 20 March to 24 October,
for nine scheduled aidines.

I nefian airlines areset o oper

A senior official at the avia
tion watchdog on Thursday
toaled ST that the wirlines would
I opreratings arownd 10% fewer
Hligrtuls im 2026 summeer schied
ule compared to the previous
summmer schodule.

During tho 2025 summer
schedule, there were 25 610
weekly Bights and this tmee, a
107 reductson would mem the
number of services will come
down by 2561 Accordingdy,
the total count will be about
4 Orweekly flishis, as poran
anlysis

The DGCA has

The summer schedule stars
from 29 March ISFOCKPHENTD

Meanwhile, the ongoing
West Asia conflict, which
bsran on 28 February, s signif
icantly disnupting fight servi
ces of Indian carmiers o the
regiarn.

Apainst this backdrop, air-
fine executives teld PTT that
there isalot of uncertaimty and
there could be further reduc
tion in the existing summer
scheduleitsell.

The schedule was mostly
prejpured in Jamury and Feb-
ruary, a period during which

there were no
risks rebibed tothe

put cut the air-  The 2025 summer  Middle East con

line-wise domes schedule had it Mow, thesoe
tic sSUmmer 6510 weekl naric is com
sehetholde for 20245 'ﬂhﬁ and l‘.hiys pletely differemt
o its websiie but time, 2 10% cut and operational

has not provided a

consolicdiied fig means it would be

complexitios have
increased, one of

wre e comypar down by 2,561 ther officials said.

son with the pre —
vious summer
schedule orithe ongoingwinier
schedule

The nine airlines are Adr
Indin, Air India Express,
Indifio, Akasa Air, Spicelel,
Allianece Air, FLYSI, Star Air
] Inclintme Air.

I ther cusrrend winter schaed
ube, from 26 October 2005 1o
28 Wareh 2006, airdmes were bo
operate 26,445 weekly flights.
However, the massive opera
tiean] disrupticns st Inditio in
carly December hadan impact
and the GCA had curtailed
the carrier’s winter schedule
Migshais by 107

= On 24 March,
Inditio said i
intends Lo start its domestic
summer schedube with nearly
2 Wik ekaily lights in April.
“Indiie’s  international
shedule wis plinned at samilar
levels to winter, but the
deploved seale will, ol course,
viry based on ongming circum
stanees in the Meddle Easi. 1
shoudd be noted that there is a
very material escalation in
operating costs, with fuel and
forex-related costs expected o
comtinue Lo increase very sub
stantially, in addition to what is
already an sscalating cost envi
ronmend,” the aidine sl
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MAetion an Aif i follows the aperation of the
wrong sircralt for 8 Vancouver Might STUTERS

Air India told to take
corrective actions

viathon watchdog Directorate General
‘ ‘ of Civil Aviation (DGCAY has ashed Alr
Iraclia tos ki corrective measures after
the abrline deploved the wrong alrerafton a
Might 1o Vancouver Last week s senbor official
sl o Thivrsday. Action has abso been tahen
against an alrline offlckal for the incldent, the
senboroficial at DGCA wold PTT.

A Vaneouver-Bownd Alr India Boeing 777-
200 LR aircrafi, after belng alrborme for over
seven hours, regured o Delbd on 19 March
after it was found that the plane was not
approved for operation. The approval is only
for Boelng 777300 ER tooperate that flight.

Followlng the incldent, DGCA had soughia
repart from the alrline, Alr India has been
asked 1o tahe correct ive measures (o s
that such Ineklents do not hagpen agdn, and
acthon has also been taken agalnsg anairline
official, the DiGC A official sabd. P
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Airlines facing big challenges,
‘hope we see better days’: DGCA

NEW DELHI: The Director-
ate General of Chvil Aviation
(DGCA] is trying to promaote
ease of doing business for air-
lines to help them grow and
flourish as well as taking steps
for passenger rights, its chief
Faiz Ahmed Kidwai said.

There are big challenges for
airlines, including taking longer
routes and higher operational
costs due to airspace curbs, he
said, expressing that there
wontld I;F; "bctlha‘:?Ldlz‘;s".

“It is not only passenger
rights which we are looking at
we are Lrying to ease things for
the airlines also and the rules
and regulations which are there,
promote ease of doing business

M

because we want our airlines to
gruwand {lourish," Kidwat said.

He said many airdines have
gone bust in India and empha-
sised the need o support
CATTIETS.

India is one of the world's
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets and the DGCA as well
as the government has been
taking various imitiatives.

Recently, it was decided that
60 per cent of seatsin a domes-
tic flight will be offered without
any additional charges while the
fare cap, imposed in the wake of
IndiGo operational disruptions
in December 2025, has been
withdrawn. “We are facing a
very typical ime becanse, espe-
cially lor our carriers, if you see
the Pakistan airspace is closed
for them,” he said.

Against the backdrop of
West Asia conllict, aidines have
to take longer routes, meaning
carrying more fuel and the cost
of fuel is going up. Also, carry-
ing more fuel means less cargo

and passengers so it hits reve-
nues, he added. FIl
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Indian airlines to operate 23K weekly domestic
flights during summer schedule, down 10% YoY

NEW DELHI'MUMBAI:
Indian airlines are set to oper-
ate a little over 23,000 weekly
domestic flights during the
summer schedule starting
from March 29, which is 10
per cent less than the services
flown during the same period
A year ago.

Aviation watchdog DGCA
has published the domes-
tic flights summer schedule,
which is from March 29 to
October 24, for nine sched-
uled airlines.

A senfor DGCA official
on Thursday teld PTI that
the airlines would be operat-
ing around 10 per cent fewer
flights in 2026 summer sched-
e compared to the previous

summer schedule.

During the 2025 summer
schedule, there were 25,610
weekly flights and this time,
a 10 per cent reduction would
mean the number of services
will come down by 2,561
Accordingly, the total count
will be about 23,049 weekly
!Ilghts. a8 per an anal)—'ﬂs.

The Direclorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has put
oul the airline-wise domestic
summer schedule for 2026 on
its website but has not provided
a consolidated figure and com-
parison with the previous sum-
mer schedule or the ongoing
winter schedule.

The nine airlines that are
to operate flights during the

2026 summer schedule are
Adr India, Air India Express,
IndiGo, Akasa Air, Spicefet,
Alliance Air, FLY91, Star Air
and IndiaOne Adr.

In the current winter sched-
ule from October 26, 2025, to
March 28, 2026, airlines were io
operate 26,495 weekly flights.
However, the massive operi-
Honal disruptions at IndiGo in
early December had an impact
and the DGCA had curtailed
the carriers winter schedule
flights by 10 per cent

Meanwhile, the ongoing
West Asia conflict, involving
the US, Israel and Iran that
started on February 28, is sig-
nificantly disrupting light ser-
vices of Indian carriers to the

region.

Against this backdrop, air-
line executives told PTI that
there is a lot of uncertainty and
there could be further reduc-
tion in the existing summer
schedule itsell

The schedule was mmill:r
prepared in January and Feh-
ruary, a prr'm-d during which
there were no risks related to
the Middle East conflict, which
started on February 28, Now,
the scenario is completely dif-
ferent and operational com-
plexities have increased, one of
the officials said.

On March 24, IndiGo said
it intends to start its domestic
summer schedule with m:ar]}r
2,000 daily flights in April. P
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AIMS TO EXPAND REGIONAL AVIATION

Cabinet clears revamped UDAN
scheme with Rs 28,840 cr outlay

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Revamping the
regional air connectivity ini-
tiative, the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday cleared a modified
UDAN scheme with an out-
lay of Rs 28,840 crore for ten
years that will provide funds
for developing airports, related
operations and maintenance
activities, helipads and support
for acquisition of India-made
aircraft.

Aijrlines will be provided
Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
for operating UDAN routes,
and the amount is estimated
to be Rs 10,043 crore over the
ten-year period starting from
FY 2026-27.

Briefing media persons after
the Cabinet meeting, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said that
under the modified scheme,
100 airports would be devel-
oped from existing unserved
airstrips with the help of state
governments, and the outlay in
this regard would be Rs 12,159

crore over the next eight years.

The scheme aims to develop
200 modern helipads at Rs 15
crore each, amounting to a
total requirement of Rs 3,661
crore over the next eight years
(inflation-adjusted), an official
release said.

The focus will be to develop
helipads in priority and aspi-
rational districts to improve
last-mile connectivity and
emergency response.

Towards Operation &
Maintenance (O8&M) works,
the scheme will provide sup-
port for three years, capped
at Rs 3.06 crore per annum
per airport and Rs 0.90 crore
per annum per heliport/water
aerodrome. The total amount is
estimated to be Rs 2,577 crore
for around 441 aerodromes, the
release said.

According to the govern-
ment, the funding is being pro-

HIGHLIGHTS

» Under the modified
scheme, 100 airports
would be developed
from existing unserved
airstrips with the help of
state govts, and the out-
lay in this regard would
be Rs 12,159 crore
over the next eight yrs

» Scheme aims to develop
200 modern helipads at
Rs 15 crore each: Govt

posed, given the high recurring
Q&M costs and limited rev-
enue streams for the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)-
only aerodromes.

“To address the shortage
of small fixed-wing aircraft
and helicopters required for
operations in remote and dif-
ficult terrains and to advance
the Atmanirbhar Bharat
vision, the scheme also pro-
poses to procure two HAL

Dhruv helicopters for Pawan
Hans and two HAL Dorn-
ier aircraft for Alliance Air)
the release said.

The modified UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme
has been approved for the
period from FY2026-27 to FY
2035-36 with a total outlay of
Rs 28,840 crore, and there will
be budgetary support from the
central government.

The existing UDAN scheme
ends later this year.

Since the launch of UDAN
in October 2016, the govern-
ment said 663 routes have been
operationalised across 95 air-
ports, heliports and water aero-
dromes. These figures are till
February 28.

More than 3.41 lakh flights
have been operated, carry-
ing 162.47 lakh passengers
under the scheme, which has
fostered growth in regional
airlines and diverse fleet
operations, it added.

India is one of the world’s
fastest-growing domestic civil
aviation markets.
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London-bound Al flight returns to
Delhi after 7 hrs amid technical snag

5 LALITHA (@ New Delhi

CABIN vibrations forced an
Ailr India Aight carrying more
than 300 passengers from New
Delhi to London Heathrow to
turn back midair on Thursday,
marking the third such ineci-
dent involving an international
fight operated by the airline in
less than two weeks.

Flight Al111, operated by an
Airbus A350-941, had departed
from Terminal 3 of the Indira
Gandhi International Airport at
5.43 am, according to fMight
tracking website Flight Awaro.
After flying for several hours
and crossing Oman into Sandi
Arabian airspace, the aircraft
made a U-torn and returned to
Delhi, landing safely at 1252 pm_
nearly seven hours after depar-
ture, as per Flightradar?4 data.

Afr India confirmed the inci-
dent in a statement, saving the
aircrafi made a “precantionary
air-return” after a suspected
technical issue. “A non-specific
vibration was felt in the cabin,
though the flight deck indica-
tions remained normal.” the
airline zaid. It added that the
crew chose to return to Delhi as
a precautionary measure, and
the aireraflt landed without in-
cident. The airline also noted
that the alreraft had proviously
undergons detailed inspections
by its engineering team and
had been cleared for operation

i'i”fil e :-1 - |
ey

by Adrbus technical spocialists.
It had been operating normally
since then, The plane is cur-
rently undergoing further com-
prehensive checks in line with
Afr India's safety protocols.

This is the third recent case
of an Ajr India international
flight being forced to
abort its journey over
technical concerns. On
March 23, flight Al133
from Bengaluru to
London Heathrow was
diverted to Jeddah fol-
lowing a technical issue.
Earlier, on March 16, flight
AT102 from New York's JFK
Ajrport was diverted to the
Shannon International Air-
port in Ireland after vibrations
were detected midair:

In a separate incident on
March 20, Air India had mis-
takenly deployed the wrong
airerafi—an Extended Range

U-turn from Gulf airspace

Flight AllNl, operated by an Alrbus
A4350-941, had departed from
Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhl
International Airport at 5.43 am,
acearding to fight tracking
website FlightAware, After flying
for several hours and crossing
Oman Inta Saudi Arabian
airspace, the aircraft made a
U-turn and returned to Delhi,
lamding safely at 12.52 pm, nearly
seven hours aftes departurne.

instead of a Long Range—for a
flight from Delhi to Vancouver
The aircrafl, carrying 280 pas-
sengers and 10 crew members,
had to return while flving over
Chinese airspace after the er-
ror wag identified by ground
stafl Alr India did not respond
to gueries regarding
the recent series of tech-
nical iszues affecting
its international
operations.
Meanwhile, India's
aviation watchdog, the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA). has
asked Air India to take correc-
tive measures in the aftermath
of the Vancouver incident, an
agency report says, quoting a
senior DGCA official. Action
has also been taken against
an airline official for the inci-
dent, the official is reported to
have stated.
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Centre launches revamped UDAN with328,840 croutlay

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Defhi, 25 March

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
launch of the Modified UDAN
(Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik)
Scheme for a period of 10
years, from FY 2026-27 to
FY 2035-36. The scheme will
be implemented with a total
outlay of Rs 28,840 crore,
backed by budgetary support
from the Government of India.

The revamped regional
connectivity scheme aims to

significantly expand India’s
aviation network, especially
inunderserved and unserved
regions, while making air
travel more affordable for the

common citizen.
Under the modified scheme,
the government expects the
scheme to enhance regional
airconnectivity, particularly
in Tier2 and Tier-3 cities,
while boosting economic
growth, trade, and tourism.
Itis also expected toimprove
emergency response and
healthcare access in remote

and hilly areas.

Additionally, the initiative
seeks toensure better viability
for regional airports and
airlines, while promoting
indigenous aerospace
manufacturing under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.
Theschemealigns with India’s
long-term Viksit Bharat 2047
vision.

The scheme proposes the
development of 100 airports
from currently unserved
airstrips, with a capital
expenditure of Rs 12,159 crore
over the next eight years.
Thisis aimed at strengthening
infrastructure and expanding
the country’s aviation footprint.

Toaddress high operational
costs and limited revenue at
smaller airports, the overmment
will provide O&M support
for three years.

The support is capped at
Rs 3.06 crore annually per

airport and Rs 090 crore per
heliport or water aerodrome,
witha total estimated allocation
of Rs 2,577 crore covering
around 441 facilities.

To improve last-mile
connectivity in difficult terrains
such as hilly, remote, and
island regions, the scheme

includes the construction of

200 modern helipads at a
total cost of Rs 3,661 crore
over eight years.

These will primarily target
aspirational and priority
districts. Airline operators
will continue to receive financial
support through VGF to
operate regional routes.

The government has
allocated Rs 10,043 crore over
10 years to ensure sustained
operations and route viability.

To address the shortage
of small aircraft in remote
areas, the scheme proposes
procurement of two HAL

Dhruv helicopters for Pawan
Hans and two HAL Dornier
aircraft for Alliance Air,
boosting domestic
manufacturing capabilities.

The UDAN scheme was
launched in October 2016
with the objective of making
air travel affordable and
improving connectivity to
smaller cities. Over the past
nine years, the scheme has
operationalised 663 routes
across 95 airports, heliports,
and water aerodromes (as of
28 February 2026), as per
the government data.

During this period, more
than 341 lakh fights have
been operated, carrying over
162.47 lakh passengers.

The initiative has played
a crucial role in connecting
remote and underserved
regions, while supporting the
growth of regional airlines
and diversified fleet operations.
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‘Excessive noise’ forces flight
to divert, 2nd time in 10 days

Tinmes News NETwork

New Delhi: For the second time in just 10 days, a
new Airbus A350 (VT-JRF) of Air India with
over 300 people on board could not complete its
long haul jowrney due to turbulence, excessive
vibration and noise in the belly hold section. The
latest incident happened on Thursday when it
was operating an Al 111 from Delhi to London.

This issue recurred when the aircraft was
iInOmanairspace. Theairlinedecided tocall it
back to Delhi, where it returned after flying
for over seven hours. The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)is probing the issue,

The same aircraft, on March 16, had faceda
technical issue while flying from New York to
Delhiand had to be diverted to Shannon in Ire-
land. The aircraft had remained grounded
there for checks as suggested by Airbus and
was flown to Delhi on March 19. It had since
then operated 10 flights on Delhi-London-Del-
hi and Delhi-New York (via Rome) routes till
the problem struck again on Thursday.

“Ajr India A350 aircraft VT-JRF operating
flight AT 111 (returned to Delhi) due to excessive
noise issue experienced by the flight crew. The
aircrafl turned back from near Oman airspace,
Earlier the same issue was encountered on this
aircraft while operating flight AT102 (New York
(JFK)-Delhi). Then maintenance/inspection
was carried out on the aireraft in consultation
with Airbusand no deficiency was observed. Of-
ficers from air safety directorate will investiga-
te the aireraft,” said a DGCA official.

An Air India spokesperson said its flight ma-
de areturn to the capital as a precautionary mea-

Spicelet flyers from Delhi
reach Pune over 4 hours late

Pune: Over 150 flyers of Spicelet's Pune-Delhi
evening service were deboarded from a Boeing
737 aircraftin Delhi after sitting inside for more
than two hours amid confusion and later
reached the city onthe same plane at11.15pmon
Wednesday, over four hours behind the
schedule. The flight (SG-938) was scheduled to
depart from Delhi at4.45pm and reach Pune at
6.55pm. A flyer, requesting anonymity, said the
boarding happened around 4pm after the
take-off time was advanced to 4.30pm. “The
aircraft didn't move fora long time after the
boarding was completed. Inthe absence of any
information, flyers started to lose patience. Some
passengers were told that a technical problem
was being looked into. It was hotinside the
aircraft but no one cared,” the flyer said. tnu

sure following a suspected technical issue. “A
non-specific vibration was felt in the cabin, tho-
ugh theflightdeck indications remained normal.
The flight crew elected to return to Delhi. It is un-
dergoing technical checks in accordance with
AirIndia’s safety protocols. The airline’s ground
teams in Delhi are providing full assistance to
passengers and crew,” added the spokesperson.

The spokesperson also said the airline was
making every effort to ensure passen-
gers are able to continue their journey to Lon-
don at the earliest. The flight had taken off
from Delhi at 5.42am on Thursday and landed
back at 12.51pm.
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Al Londonflight
returnsafter7 hrs;
2ndglitchin10days

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 26

For the second time in less
than a fortnight, a long-haul
flight operated by Air India
using its newest wide-body
aircraft was forced to abane-
don its joumey mid-air, rais-
ing fresh questions overoper-
ational reliabihity:

On Thursday, an Airbus
A350-800 (WVI-JRF) operating
flight AI111 from Delhi to
London Heathrow Airport
returned to the national capi-
tal after remaining airborne
for nearly seven hours dueto
a suspected technical issue,

The aircraft had taken off
around 6 am but turned back
as a precaution, linding safe-
1y in Delhi amund 12.30 pm.
This marks the second such
incident involving the same
aircraft in just 10 days. On
March 15, the A350-800 (VT
JEF), then operating a New
York-Delhi flight, had to be
diverted to Shannon in Ire-
land following a technical
smag, acoomling to smues,

In a statement, the airline
said the decision to retum
was taken after a suspected
technical issue was detected
mid-flipht. The aircraft was
now  undergoing  detailed
technical checks,
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