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Air traffic...

Air traffic hit %

All 26 flights cancelled at Srinagar Airport

7 flights cancelled at Jammu Airport

Saqlb Mallk
Srinagar, Jan 23

All scheduled flights at
the Srinagar International
Airport were cancelled on
Friday as the plains in Kash-
mir experienced a moderate
to heavy snowizll.

Talking to Granter Kash-
mir, Director, Srinagar
Airport, Javed Anjum said
26 arrivals and departures
were cancelled, owing to
poor visibility and accu-
mulation of snow on the
runway.

“Due to adverse weather
conditions and snowfall in
Srinagar, the runway is
currently not available for
safe aircraft operations. In

the interest of passenger
safety, all flight operations
to and from Srinagar have
been cancelled for the day,”
he said.

Anjum said that, besides
the cancellations caused by
the snowfall, four flights
were cancelled due to Notice
to Airmen (NOTAMs) atthe
Delhi Airport.

He said that a few flights
had been getting cancelled
during the last few days due
to the NOTAM or opera-
tional reasons at the Delhi
Airport,

The Airport Director said
airline and airport authori-
ties were closely monitoring
the weather situation and

¥ See Air traffic. .onPg-08

3 X @Sanagardipon

I

would resume operations as soon as conditions improve
and the runway is declared operational.

“Passengers are advised to check the latest flight status
with their respective airlines and stay updated through
official communication channels, We regret the inconve
nience caused and appreciate passengers’ understanding
and cooperation,” he said.

Commenting on the flight operations for Saturday,
Anjum said 27 flights were scheduled to operate to Sri-
nagar, besides one additional flight scheduled by Air India.

“We have the men and machinery ready, as the Meteo-
rological Department has predicted snowfall on Friday
night. The final call on flight operations for Saturday will
be taken in the morning,” Anjum said.

The flight cancellation on Friday comes after almost a
month of smooth flight o perations, Operational disruptions
due to issues in the crew roster of low-cost carrier IndiGo
saw 125 flight cancellations at the Srinagar and Jammn
airporis during December 2025,

While the IndiGo flight cancellations were at peak, the
Airports Authority of India {(AAI) had conducted a dry run,
putting all the men and machinery to use for ensuring that
flight operations remain smooth during the winter,

Priortothis, the Director Srinagar Airport had said that
the runway at the airport had been upgraded so that flight
operations could take place in low visibility,

On Friday, airport officials said that all arriving and
departing scheduled flights for the day were cancelled due
to poor visibility and in view of the safety of passengers.

This included services operated by Air India, IndiGo,
Air India Express, SpiceJet, and Akasa Air being grounded
for the day on Friday.

Most parts of Kashmir received fresh snowfall over-
night, including the season’s first snowtall in Srinagar,
many parts of which were also lashed by rain.

Central Kashmir's Bud gam district and south Kashmir's
Pulwama and Shopian districts received abundant snow,

Meanwhile, seven flights were cancelled at the Jammu
Airport due to inclement weather conditions in Srinagar,
said an airport official.

Besides, five flights were delayed causing a huge rush
of passengers at the Jammu Airport.
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4 held at airport with hybrid
marijuana worth 2’12 5 crore

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: Four passeng-
ers arriving from Bangkok
were apprehended by customs
officials at the city's Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Internatio-
nal Airport with 12.4kg of hy-
brid marijuana. The market
value of the seized contra-
band is estimated at Rs 12.5
crore,

Based onintelligence deve-
loped, ateam apprehended the
four — three from Punjab and
one from Gujarat — arriving
from Bangkok via Kuala Lum-
pur: Their bags were checked,
and officials found the contra-
band ingeniously hidden. So-
urces said the base of the trol-

|

The contraband was hidden
inside panels in trolley bags. One
arrested accused is from Gujarat

ley bags was hollow, with spe-
cial panels made and fixed
with screws, where the contra-
band was hidden in plastic
bags.

“The route is often used to
carry marijuana grown using
hydroponics. This is conside-
red more potent compared to

conventional contraband. The
four passengers were appre-
hended, and the drug was sei-
zed under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act,” said sources.

It is the latest in a long
string of incidents where
contraband was seized from
the city airport, multiple sei-
zures happening in the past
two months alone. Recenily, a
passengerwas caught at Surat
airport carrying marijuana,
officials said. “The probe ison
to ascertain whether this is
partof anorganized syndicate
or a standalone incident. The
seized goods arerelatively hig-
her compared to recent seizu-
res,” said sources.



T T‘Jqﬁ"iiizi—ﬂilfdlﬁm

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBA T 26 JANUARY 2026

Ahead of R-Day,
panic after toy
drone found
near Tl airport

Mumbai: Panicgripped the
area around Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Internatio-
nal Airport Terminal-l in
Vile Parle (E) when a black
‘toy’ dronefell fromatreeon
Saturday, amid heightened
security for Republic Day
and VVIP movements.

Ajrport police registe-
red an FIR against an unk-
nown person under BNS
Section 223 (disobedience to
orders lawfully promulga-
ted by public servants) ba-
sed on a complaint by cons-
table Vinod Shirsath (35).

Shirsath said that aro-
und noon, Vishal Raje, an
electrical team leader, was
cutting a tree at the air-
port’s autorickshaw pickup
point using a boom lift,
when the toy-like drone fell
down. Raje alerted the
landside operational mana-
ger of Adanigroup and offi-
cials searched the area but
did not find the drone opera-
tor. They then went to Air-
port police station, submit-
ted the drone, and filed a
complaint.

Later, Shirsath and sub-
inspector Khair of Anti-
Terrorism Squad inspected
the spot, but found no clues.
—V Naravan
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Russia eyes India’s regional aviation market

NEW DELHI, Jan 25:
Russia’s decision to showcase
its civil aircraft, the Ilyushin
[L-114-300 and the Superjet
5J-100, at Wings India 2026
in Hyderabad marks a new
phase in India-Russia eco-
nomic cooperation, with a
clear focus on civil aviation, a
report has said.

The move signals Mos-
cow's intent to tap into In-
dia's fast-growing regional
aviation market through
long-term industrial partner-
ships rather than a simple air-
craft sales push, according to
The Sunday Guardian re-
port.

So far, India’s aviation
growth has largely been driv-
en by massive aircraft orders
placed by Indian airlines with

Airbus and Boeing. Howev-
er, beyond these headline
deals lies a fast-expanding
regional aviation segment
that connects tier-two and
tier-three cities.

Supported by airport ex-
pansion and the govern-
ment's UDAN connectivity
scheme, this segment carries
anestimated 18 to 36 million
passengers every year and
represents a multi-billion-
dollar opportunity across air-
craft purchases, leasing,
maintenance, training and op-
erations.

Russia is now aiming
squarely at this market. Giv-
en the long-standing defence
and mdustrial ties between
India and Russia, experts be-
lieve New Delhi could be

open to allowing Russian
manufacturers to set up local
production and assembly
lines under the “Make in In-
dia” programme.

While the pricing of both
Russian aircraft is not signif-
icantly lower than Western
alternatives, their real appeal
lies in the industrial oppor-
tunities they offer.

Russian manufacturers are
pitching the aircraft along

-

with proposals for local man-
ufacturing, assembly and
sourcing in India,

Industry experts say this
shifts the decision from be-
ing a pure import choice toa
broader industrial one.

Aircraft manufacturing and
long-term support create
high-skilled jobs in engineer-
ing, precision manufacturing,
avionics and maintenance,
and help build supplier eco-

systems that can last for dec-
ades.

Maintenance, repair and
overhaul are expected to be
major focus areas if Russian
civil aircraft enter the Indian
market.

Most of an aircraft's eco-
nomic value is generated af-
ter delivery through spares,
upgrades, training and engine
overhauls over its 25 to 30-
year operational life. — [ANS
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Flexibility is driving IndiGo’s next phase of growth: Elbers

bl.interview

Rohit Waid
Meaw Delhi

After a quarter of turbulence
and falling profits, IndiGo’s
Chief Executive Pieter
Elbers has outlined how the
airline is balancing
expansion, product
evolution and operational
readiness. Elbers spoke
ahout the carrier’s next
phase of growth with the
induction of the long-range
Airbus A321XLRand
expansion of international
sarvices,

Edited excerpis:

As IndiGo expands
across longer-haul,
regional international
and domestic markets,
how is the airline
redefining its growth
priorities and
positioning itself over
the next six to 12
months?

IndiGo is going through a
phase of gr "tE and devel-

opment, deﬁnmg 2 new cat-
egory and becoming a fit-to-
purpose airline.

The transformation is
anchored in several
milestones, including
code-share deals,
developing hubs,
scaling cargo,
strengthening ancillary
services and more

PIETER ELBERS
IndiGa's Chief Executive

We are evolving as a
brand, retaining our hall-
mark of efficiency, simplicity
and affordabilicy, yet broad-
ening our product portfolio,
as we scale up, to march our
customers’ varied expecta-
tions across different flight
categories and routes on our
network.

Customers’ expectations
on an eight-to-10-hour jour-
ney is starkly different from
what they want on a two-
hour domestic flight or a
five-hour, regional interna-
tional flight.

This evolurion becomes
EVEN MOore important as we
progress further on our in-

ternationalisation  journey,
especially with our long-haul
expansion.

How is IndiGo evolving
its product and service
offering to cater to
CUSLOMErS ACrOss
different journey
lengths and market
tst

Today, in addition to our
proven economy class, we of-
fer the convenience of Indi-
GoStrerch — our  tailoe-
made business product de-
signed for added comfort,
more benefits and privacy.

We introduced BluChip,
our lovalty programme, to

reward our loval customers.
On our long-haul flights, we
have elevared the passenger
experience with the intro-
duction of complimentary
hot meals, aleoholic bever-
ages and thoughtfully-cur-
ated amenities onboard.

All these product en-
hancements and diversifica-
tion are primarily rooted in
ourunderstanding of how we
can make air travel more
convenient.

How is fleet expansion
and diversification
supporting IndiGo’s
transformation as it
builds scale and
deepens its
international footprint?
Another key pillar of this
transformation  journey is
fleet expansion and diversi-
fication.

Last year, we introduced
the Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner
gircraft in our fleet, taken on
wet/damp lease from Norse
Arlantic Airways, which en-
abled us to launch and ex
pand our first few long-haul
offerings — Manchester,
Amesrerdam, London Heath-
row and Copenhagen.

The lease arrangements

are helping us in gaining in-
valuable operational insights
into wide-body operations,
particularly arcund tum-
around rime management,
on-board service delivery,
and customer expectations
for long-haul travel, before
our Airbus A350-900s start
arriving from 2028 onwards,
enabling deeper interna-
tional penetration across
continents.

Recently, we took delivery
of India’s first A321XLE, en-
abling the connectivity from
Mumbai and Delhi to Athens,
Gireece.

The extended-range cap-
ability of this new-genera-
tion aircraft will allow us to
tp into several strategic
markers across Europe and
East Asia.

This transformation story
is anchored in several addi-
tional strategic milestones,
including deepening code-
share partnerships, develop-
ing hubs, scaling cargo,
strengthening ancillary ser-
vices and more.

We are also moving to-
wards greater aircraft own-
ership, and building a world-
class 12-bay MRO facility in
Bengalury, in addition to the

existing facilities in Delhi
and Bengalurn.

As we launch new routes
and integrate additional air-
craft into the fleer, we are
equally focused on ensuring
that our systems, processes
and people are well prepared
to support this growth sus-
tainably.

Ulrimately, the challenges
and the opportunities lie in
balancing ambirion with exe-
cution.

In a dynamic operating
environment marked by
supply-chain
disruptions and
geopolitical constraints,
how does IndiGo build
flexibility and resilience
into its network
strategy?

As our fleet continues to
grow, flexibiliry is builr into
how we plan our network.
Our fleet strategy, which in-
cludes progressive addition
of narrow-body aircraft such
as the A321XLR alongside
leased wide-body Boeing
7875, allows us to resp nd to
demand across erent
markets while remaining
aligned with our long-term
plans.
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Dreamliners have bright
future in India: Boeing

US aircraft maker Boeing
expects more orders for its
Dreamliners in the Indian
market, which is poised for
substantial growth in the
coming years, aocording to a
SENiOT company executive.

Amid the ongoing tariff

issue between India and the
US, Boring India and South
Asia President Salil Gupte
emphasised on the two coun-
tries” goal forindust rialisation
of Indian aerospace and
exuded confidence that the
aircraft maker will be able o
see through some of these
short-term challenges.

In Imdia, Boeing 787
planes, also known as Dream-
liners, are operated by Air
India. The airline’s frst

custom-made Dreamliner
post privatisation in January
2022 is set to commence
commercial operations from
February 1.

“B7E7 has an extremely
bright future in India.. we
look forwand to potentislly
more orders for the 787 in
Indiacoming,” Gupte tald FTT
inaninterview.

Air India has 33 Dream-
liners in its Heet — 26 legacy
BrE7-8s, six B787-G5 from Vis-
tara and the new plane,

The global demand for
B787= has been incredibly
robust and expect that will
continue in the years to come,
Gupe said.

Lastyear, Boeing delivered
14 B787s to various airlines. om
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HIRING, TRAINING RAMPED UPAMID REGULATORY SCRUTINY, TIGHTER RULES

IndiGo adds 44 Airbus pilots
in Dec to stabilise operations

YARUGHULLAH KHAN
Now Dolhi Janvary 26

INDIE0AD DED L& &irhus cer
dfied pllots — 21 captains and
23 first offioers — after theair
line came under regulatory
scrutinyover widespread flight
disruptionsinDecember 2025

Data shared by the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) In response (o a Right
to Information (RTI) applica
ton filedby FEshowed thatthe
airline’'s Airbus fleet crew
strengthrese to 2, 378 captalns
and 2,217 first officers as of
|anuary 5, 202 6. This increase
came I.II:“'\.]JI'I'.' "L‘PI.IIIH.I crew
cxits during December.

The regulator added that
IndiGo has also expanded its
train kg pipeline over the same
period. The number of pilots
under tmning rose from 37 1
on December 2 240 392 bylan
vary 5. Cammand upgrade
activity has continoed, with 11
pllots  completing upgrade
training, 12 underpoing simm
lator training and five enrolled
inthe commanid deveopmeni
programme. Seven pilots are
awaiting F1 licence endorse
mient, the GCAsaid.

IndiGo inducted 50 frst
officerson January 2 and plans

STRONG HEADWINDS

B Following disruptions, DGCA cut
its winter schedule by 10% & gave it
time till Febs 10 to demonst rals

adequate pilot strength

to bringin a total of 100 junior
first officers through famuary,
according to the regulator's
response. At the same time, the
airline has projected attritdon
of 7 Lcaptainsand 12 first off |
cersaver the next six months,
The hiring push comes as
IndiGoworks to meet tighter
fight duty time lmitations
{FDTL) norms imtroduced by
the DG A The airline has until
February 10 to demonstrate
adequate pilot strength, failing
which it risks further opera-
tional mstrictions In Decem
ber, severe crew shortages led to
large- scale disna ptions, prom

¢ e T i e MR £

pting the DGCAto ont IndiGo’s
winter schedule by 1084,
Between December 3 and 5
alome, the airhne cancelled
1507 flights and delayed
another 1,853, affecting mons
than HM.000 PASSCTIECTS The
disruptions resulted [n regula-
tory action, induding a ourm
lative penalty of €23.3 erome
and wamings issued to CEQ
Pieter Elbers and two other
senbor executives, It was also
directed o furnisha ¥50-oome
bask araniee o ensur e | o
term comective measures
Fallowing areview mesting
on [anuary 19, Indilo told the

BindiGo's Arbus flest crew
strength rose to 1,378
captains and 2,717 first
officars as of lanuary 5

WindiGo
inducted 50 first
officers on Jan 2
and plans to
bring in a total
of 100 junior first
officers through
the maonth

regulator that it now has suffi
cient pilots to operate its
approved network and comply
with FOTL norms once the
tem porary curbs arelifted The
alrline said it would be ableto
maintam operational sabdity
after February 10, when the
current restncdions on tswin
ter schedule are set o e
Indiliohas assured thereg
ulatorthat cancelationswill be
avoided once normal opera-
tions resume, citing improved
crew  availabality, ongoing
tmining, and thewithdrawal of
two temporary FDTL exemp-
tions granted in December.
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Boeing: More
Dreamliner
orders from
India likely

MANO] RAMMOHAN
New Delhi, January 26

US AIRCRAFT MAKER Boeing
expects more orders for its
Dreamlinersinthe Indian mar-
ket, which is poised for sub-
stantial growth in the coming
years, according to a senior
company executive,

Amid the ongoing tariff
issues between India and the
US, Boeing India and South Asia
President Salil Gupte empha-
sised on thetwo countries’ goal
for industrialisation of Indian
aerospace and exuded confi-
dence that the aircraft maker
will beabletosee through some
oftheseshort-term challenges.

InIndia,Boeing 787 planes,
alsoknown as Dreamliners,are
operated by Air India. The air-
line’s first custom-made
Dreamliner post privatisation
in January 2022 is set to com-
mence commercial operations
from February 1.“B787 hasan
extremely bright future in
India... we look forward to
potentiallymoreorders forthe
787 in India coming,” Gupte
said. Air India has 33 Dream-
liners inits fleet — 26 legacy
B787-8s, six B787-9s5 from
Vistara and the new plane.
IndiGo also operates some
Dreamliners taken on lease
from Norse Atlantic Airways.

On June 12 lastyear,an Air
India Dreamliner operating
the flight AI171 from Ahmed-
abad to London Gatwick
crashed soon after take-off,
killing 260 people, and it was
also the first fatal accident
involving the Dreamliner.
Against this backdrop, Gupte
said it was a challenging year
(2025) for Boeing. —PTI

INANCIAL EXPRES

READTO LE
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IndiGo on a recovery path

STEADY CRUDE PRICE, IMPROVED COSTABSORPTION TO LIFT SPREADSIN FY27

INTERGLOBE AVIATION | I ndil:o) rrmains a
onstructive call for th e brokerage, driveen by
expectations of astrocturally tight er indus-
try supply environment over the medm
tem, Wikl views asa stronger invest ment
thests than any near-termdemand sofimess.
The alrline faced opermtional disruptions in
the fwstweek ot Diecember 2025, but necov
ery has since been well documen ted, with
i.'pc'mfiln thhilhinﬂ -rlr_‘ndﬂy
Manapement's guidance ofaround 100
yEAr-on }-t'.a:rwlhl.mr g'r;'-w‘rh in Q4 FY16
implies that available seatkiformetres(ASKS
i the quarter woid lel b abowt 25
higher sequentially, an important
indicator of capadtypormal kation.
Profitability s expected to benefit
from stablecrudeoil pricesand irgrroved
msta hn..-zpnnn drven I'r:.rh1gh[=r
volumes and a reduction n
damp lease costs into FY 17,
However, cost per avallable seat kdlo-
meter {CASK) exchuding fuel remains
under pressure, pamarily due © a weaken
ing ruipes,whichcontinoes fo posea ey dsk
Atthe same time, the rising contribition of
international operations—where mast of
IndiGo's incremental growth is coming
froum—pasts greates emphasis on spread
management in overstas markets. Based on
current guldance, IndiGo is estimated to
deliveraprofitaftertax (PAT}ofarcund €20
billon n Q4 FY26, excluding foreign
exchan ge impacts, reinforcing confidenoe in

FIMANCIAL OVERVIEW
Y/E March (¥ er)

Met revenue 48 9043 BO,B02.% ESBYES 9 3047
Ebitda [Ex Forex) 17,035 19 4743 20,747 B 242101
Ebitela margin (%) 207 Fia.y .2 Doy
PBT [Ex Farex, Ex Exp) 8,744.7 99113 7974 117IRS
PAT (Ex Forex, Ex Exp) 88899 BATA3 76205 8,780.4
EPS (] 230.3 2297 1972 227.2
RYE (1) 215 215 250 2117
CEPS (%] 3948 6544 4790  SS13
E'\I',-I"I‘. I.h:l 12.4 1L4 10.4 a.’z
RGCE (%) 1.8 150 152 14.5
T S — |

alrcrafi highlight

increRsing momentum in

theairline's medium-termearn
Ings trayeciory.

IndiGo's strong balan oz sheet and dom
inant industry position continue to serveas
duablebusi nes moats, while premiumisa
tion and internationalmation remain key
growth levers amd are progressing as
planned. lndtiatives sudh asthe int roduction
of business class,thelmaltyprogmmme, an
accelerated long-haul expansion vusing
wide-bodyaireraft, and theindoction of XLR

apping new markets and
customer egpments The brokempge
retaing g Buy rating on the stock
Key risks to the outlook include a
p:m:nn.:ldtmmd siowdovnand advense
I{H1FII:I|I|:H..1I.1|L'\I'L'| opments,

IndiCo's total cash balance decreased to
51,600 crore, comprising € 36,900 come of
freccashand T14,600 oo of restricted cash
nQIFY2E (from €53, 500cmone,m prising
138,500 of free cashand T1 5,000 crore of
restricted cash bn Q2FY26). The capitalised
opemting lease liabilsty forindiGois T52,500
InQIFY 2 6wve T49,700 crore inQ2FY 26,
—ICICISECURITIES
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VietJet Thailand Launches
Direct Kolkata-Bangkok Flights

UP State Bureau
DELHI
VietJet Thailand has expanded
its India-Thailand network with
the launch of new direct flights
connecting Kolkata to Bangkok,
making travel to Thailand faster
and more convenient for Indian
passengers. The new route adds
to the airline’s existing services
from Ahmedabad and Mumbai
to Bangkok, and Mumbai to
Phuket, reinforeing its growing
footprint in the Indian market
The early morning departure
from Kolkata allows travelers to
reach Bangkok at the start of the
day, offering maximum time to
explore the city. Designed for lei-

New Route,
“New Experience!

families, and

sure travelers,
voung explorers, the service
combines affordable fares with
comfortable onboard experi-
ences.

Passengers  arriving  at
Suvarnabhumi Airport in the
early hours henefit from smooth
operations and efficient services,
setting a relaxed tone for their

journey.
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Air India halts Chennai-Dubai route

HD Bureau
GHENNAI

Air India has decided to su
spend its long-standing di
rect service between Chennai
and Dubai, ending a link that
has operated for more than
three decades and served asa
key air bridge for business
travellers, migrant workers
and families.

The move has surprised
frequent flyers in southern
Tamil Nadu and prompted
questions about the national
carrier’s route strategy as it
reshapes its international
network under new own-
ership.

The airline confirmed that
flights on the Chennai-Dubai
sector will cease after the
current schedule cycle, with
bookings no longer available
beyond the announced date.
At the same time, Air India
said its low-cost subsidiary,
Air India Express, will op-
erate a Bengaluru-Dubai
service, signalling a shift in

For Chennai, the suspension marks the
loss of one of its most enduring
international connections

how the Tata Group-owned
aviation portfolio allocates
capacity to the Gulfregion.
For Chennai, the susp-
ension marks the loss of one
of its most enduring inter-
national connections. The
route has historically carried
a steady mix of leisure tra-
vellers, small traders, me-
dical tourists and expatriates,
particularly from Tamil Nadu
and neighbouring states, who

relied on the convenience of a
nonstop option. Aviation
analysts note that the service
pre-dated the rapid expa-
nsion of Middle East carriers
in southern India and long
held a loyal customer base
despite growing competition.

Air India has not cited a single
reason for the decision, but in-
dustry executives point to a co-
mbination of commercial and
operational factors.
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Airlines in new push to get
safety rules watered down

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Four of the coun-
try's five national airlines, which
together fly 95% of passengers,
are nudging the government to
relax the new crew rest rules
that came into force on Novem-
ber 1 last year, multiple officials
told HT, who said the companies
contend the regulation is unsus-
tainable in the long run.

The rules pertain to what is
known as flight duty time limita-
tions (FDTL), which were tough-
ened after an arduous litigation
led by pilots who called for
stricter limits on how long and
what hours aviators can work for
airliners in the interest of pas-
senger safety.

“Adrlines have approached the
ministry to ask for certain relaxa-
tions in the newly mandated
FDTL. Discussions are going on,”

IndiGo operations collapsed from December 3-5 last year. HTARCHIVE

said an official requesting ano-
nymity, and added that the mat-
ter was discussed during a parlia-
mentary standing committee
meeting on December 17.

That meeting came days after
one of the worst aviation crises in
India when operations of IndiGo,

which has over 63% market

share, collapsed between Decem-
ber 3and 5. P39
morestones

7 killed in US jet crash as
snow triggerschaos  +pra
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Airlines seek easing of safety
rules, citing unsustainability

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Four of the coun-
try's five national airlines, which
together fly 95% of passengers,
are nudging the government to
relax the new crew rest rules that
came into force on Novernber |
last year, multiple officials told
HT, who said the companies con-
tend the regulation is unsustain-
able in the long run.

The rules pertain to what is
known as flight duty time Hmita-
tions (FDTL), which were tough-
ened after an arduous litigation
led by pilots who called for
stricter limits on how long and
what hours aviators can work for
airliners in the interest of passen-
ger safety.

“Airlines have approached the
ministry to ask for certain relaxa-
tions in the newly mandated
FDTL. Discussions are going on,”
said an official requesting ano-
nymity, and added that the mat-
ter was discussed during a par-
liamentary standing committee
meeting on December 17,

That meeting came days after
one of the worst aviation crises in
India when operations of IndiGo,
which has over 63% market
share, collapsed between Decem-
ber 3 and 5. A government
inquiry released earlier this

The FDTL rules pertain to how long and what hours aviators can
work for airliners in the interest of passenger safety. ANl

month found the airline “failed to
adequately identify planning
deficiencies” and maintained
“minimal recovery margins”
despite having two years to pre-
pare for the regulations.

At the time, IndiGo was
allowed an exemption from the
FDTL rules till February 10, a
move experts at the time said
jeopardises safety. The airline
has since been fined a record
320.2 crore for being exempted
from the rules, and another ¥.8
crore for systemic oversight that
led toits December collapse, that
left 300,000 passengers affected.

The new FDTL rules mandate
substantially tighter limits on

pilot working hours and rest
periods. Weekly rest increased
from 36 to 48 continuous hours,
including two full nights at the
crew member's home base. The
definition of night duty expanded
from midnight-5am to midnight-
Garn, and airlines can now assign
pilots to only two consecutive
night duties instead of an unlim-
ited number. Night landings
were capped at two per week,
down from six previously.
Monthly flight time was reduced
from 125 hours to 100 hours in 28
days.

“The airlines have been firm
that the second set of the new
FDTL rules are not feasible for

airlines in the longer run. The
government however, has not
taken a decision on the matter
yet," another official said, refer-
ring to the rules that came into
force in November,

IndiGo, Air India, Air India
Express, Akasa and Spicelet did
not respond to requests for com-
ment from HT on whether they
were in talks for relaxation.

The civil aviation ministry did
not respond to requests for a
comment An airline executive,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said “all airlines except
Spicelet and Alliance Air are in
discussions with the government
over the need for relaxations™.

An airline executive, from one
of the key carriers, said his com-
pany supported the move. “With
caps on airfares and the fuctuat-
ing geopolitical situation apart
from Pakistan airspace closure
has put enough stress on Indian
aviation. The new FDTL means
additional pilots, which is
another cost, hence the relaxa-
tion in FDTL is being discussed
in the interest of the growth of
the sector in India,” this person
said, asking not to be named.

The government imposed an
emergency fare cap on Decem-
ber 6 during the IndiGo crisis
after ticket prices spiked to
$40,000-31 lakh on certain

routes, reviving dormant Covid-
era fare band ceilings. The minis-
try said at the time the caps
would be relaxed once fares sta-
bilised. The bands are still in
place.

Pilots said such a push once
again is against the interest of
passenger safety. President of
Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP)
C S Randhawa, said, “Safety can-
not be compromised in any situ-
ation. If there is any untoward
incident, pilots are the first ones
to be blamed. The rest factor of a
pilot needs to be taken as a prior-
ity. Where there is will, there is a
way, so the airlines who were
given time for two years, cannot
give excuses now.”

To be sure, airlines appear to
have adapted to the new crew
rest rules and except for IndiGo,
none of the other airlines
reported drastic rostering issues.

IndiGo, in a recent weekly
meeting with the regulator (that
have been conducted since the
disruptions), assured the DGCA
that it now has adequate pilot
strength and will not cancel
flights after February 10, when
temporary exemptions from
crew fatigue rules expire —
although the airline gave similar
assurances in October before its
network collapsed in early
December.
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US storm causes fatal crash,
16K tlights cancelled in 2 days

A monster storm
barrelling across the
US has killed at least
11 people including 5
in NY. It has also led to
massive power outages

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK/WASHINGTOM: Trav-
ellers are bracing for extended
disruptions to start the working
week in the US as airlines try to
get their schedules back on
track following an intense win-
ter storm that saw the most
flight cancellations since the
Covid-19 pandemic and a fatal
plane crash in Maine,

Nearly 4,700 flights were can-
celled on Monday as of 10:20am
New York time, according to
FlightAware. That follows the
roughly 11,600 cancellations on
Sunday, which bore the brunt of
disruptions as the worst storm
in years coated vast stretches of
the US South and Mid-Atlantic
in ice, and effectively shut down
some of the country’s busiest
aviation hubs, Bloomberg
reported. More than a dozen
Nights departing the UK for the
US have been cancelled on Mon-
day so far, according to data
from aviation analytics firm Cir-
inm. Airlines have also
scrapped 10 flights arriving into
UK airports from the US, with
the disruptions likely to rise as
the day progresses.

Cancellations were heaviest
at major Northeast airports on
Monday. Boston Logan Interna-
tional Airport and New York's
John E Kennedy International
Airport had more than half of
departures scrapped.

The Federal Aviation Author-
ity hopes to return to a normal
flight schedule on Wednesday,
Transportation Secretary Sean
Duffy said on CNBC. He warned

A bulldozer dumps snow into an ice melter near American
Airlines planes at LaGuardia Airport in the Queens borough of
New York, on Sunday while people shovel snow (right) along a

streetin Boston, Massachusetts, on Monday.

of “significant disruptions™ on
Monday.

Airlines have said they're
aiming to get back up and run-
ning swiftly, but they'll face
challenges from the ongoing
adverse weather.

Lingering frigid tempera-
tures and icy conditions at air-
ports, as well as on roads and
highways, will cause treacher-
ous conditions for staff and
travellers. Planes and crews are
also likely to be in incorrect
locations, making the resump-
tion of a normal schedule more
difficult, Bloomberg reported.

Brutal cold puts US
power grids on edge

US power grids are under
mounting pressure following a
winter storm that unleashed
deep cold and heavy snow and

BLOOMBERG, AFP

ice from Texas to Maine, driving
up heating demand and raising
the risk of blackouts.

The storm affected millions
of people across the eastern
two-thirds of the US, with
813,000 homes and businesses
were without electricity as of
L1:00am New York time as snow
and ice ravaged local distribu-
tion lines, according to Power-
Outage.us. More than half of the
outages were reported in three
states: Tennessee, Mississippi
and Louisiana,

So far, power grids have
avoided large system-level cuts,
but sub-zero temperatures and
dangerous wind chills are set to
linger all week. testing seasonal
power demand records from
Texas to New England. Some
areas have reported extensive
damage to trees and power lines

and blocked roads, which could
slow electricity restoration, said
Nicole Joniak, a meteorologist
at AccuWeather Inc.

7 killed, 1 survives as
jet crashes in Maine
The Federal Aviation Adminis-

tration says seven people were
killed and a crew member sur-
vived with serious injuries

when a private business jet
crashed in a snowstorm at
Maine’s Bangor International
Airport, the AP reported.

The Bombardier Challenger
600 carrying eight people
crashed on takeofl at around
7:45pm Sunday night as New
England and much of the coun-
try grappled with a massive
winter storm.
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Four national airlines want
new crew rest rules diluted

Companies contend that the FDTL regulations are unsustainable in the long run

sl T
P L

et ersihendustant mmes oom
HEW DELHI

onar of the country’s five netional alr-
limees, which togethes By 5% of passen-
gers, are nudging the govemment 1o
relaxithe new coew rest rules that cams
Into foree o Movember, multiple offl-
cials inld BT, wh sl the companées contend
the regulation s unsustainable inthe long min.

The rules pertasming o light duty time limita-
tiogs (FDTLY, which were toughened afier an
arduous Biigation led by pllots whe called for
arrleter Uimitsan how long and whest hours avia-
toors comy wor k for airliners i the Interess of pos-
senger safiefy,

“Adrlines huwe approached the minkary o ask
for certidn relaxstions in the newly mandated
FOTL. Discussbons are golng an,™ sald an official
resgisesting anonyimity, and sdded tht the mat-
ter was discussed during a pardinmentary stand-
Ing commities meeting on December 17,

That meetingafter o of e worss iviationen-
sessin Indivwhen operstions of IndiGo, which hus
overfid s market shore, oollgwsed between Decem-
b Faml 5. A goverrimesst niquley found thar the
abrline “falled to adequatedy
Identify planning defickncies”
sl maintned “minbmal recoy-
rymargins despive having twe
yearsioprepoare for the regulstions.

IndGao was alkywed an exempiion from the
FLTL rules rill Febmary 10, a move expers at

Hindustan Times

the time sl peopaniises safisty. The alrdine has
slmece heen fned a record T20.2 crore for belng
caetnpted from the rules, anid another T8 crone
Tor systenmle oversight that led
to its December collapse, that
left 300,000 passengers
affected.

The new FOTL mules increased weekly res
froan 361048 continuous hours, including tvoe
Fuall gtk the crew memmber's home base. The

definition of might duty expanded from mid-
ndghit bo 5 sm o midnkzht to Gam, and aidines
can noiw asskom plbots to enly two consecutive
night dhutles instead of an unlimited oember.
Night landings were capped at two per week,
dhewen Erom s, Momthly flighit timse was redhiced
Tromn 125 haorsdo OO bours in 28 days.

Tk, Adr I, Adr Endlia Esxpvess, Akosaand
Spicedet, and the cfvil asviation mindsiry dicd not
respand s querios.
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Boeing eyes Indian
Dreamliner orders

Salreralt maker Boelng expects mons
U wirtlers for fis Dreamliners in the Indlan

market, which ks polsed for substangial
growth n the comlng years. scoording toa
serdor comipany executive. Amid the angedng
i lssges between India and the 1S, Boelng
Trned i sumeed Soaath Asla president Salil Guple
|'II:]||uI:\.L.'J!-|1||II.I|.I|.' i eoimires” moal for
Inclustriabization of Indian serospace anid
esched confldence that the alroraft maker will
e bl to s t oy ssme of these short-temm
challenges. Inlndia, Boedng THT planes, also
Keoovm as Direamliness, are operated by Adr
Drsclice. Thie adefioe's Arst enstom-mode
Direamliner post privatistion in fanuary 20022 s
sel i commenee commerei s operations from 1
Fehrury. "BTET hasan extremeldy hright e
in India .. welook forwarnd to potentially mone
orders ferihe 7ET In India coming,” Gapte1old
P o nterview. FTI
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IndiGo cancels flights to
Thilisi, Almaty, Tashkent,
Baku till January 28

IndiGo has cancelled its flights to Thilisi, Almaty,
Tashkent and Baku till January 28 due to the prevailing
situation in Iran. "We remain vigilant to developments
in the region around Iran and are proactively reviewing
flight operations, with safety being our highest priority,”
the airline said in a post on X on Sunday.

In view of the prevailing situation and after careful
assessment, IndiGo said it was cancelling flights to and
from Thilisi (Georgia), Almaty (Kazakhstan), Tashkent
(Uzbekistan) and Baku {(Azerbaijan) on January 26, 27
and 28. For these destinations, the airline flies over the
Iranian airspace and due to the current situation, it is
avoiding that airspace, an official said.

Generally, the duration of flights from India to these
cities is in the range of six to seven hours.
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Dreamliners have bright
future in India: Boeing

MANO.J RAMMOHAN
B New Delhi

US aircraft maker Boeing
expects more orders for its
Dreamliners in the Indian
market, which is poised for
substantial growth in the
coming years, according to
a senior company execu-
tive. Amid the ongoing tariff
issues between India and
the US, Boeing India and
South Asia President Salil
Gupte emphasised on the
two countries’ goal for indus-
trialisation of Indian aero-
space and exuded confi-
dence that the aircraft maker
will be able to see through
some of these short-term
challenges.

In India, Boeing 787
planes, also known as
Dreamliners, are operated
by Air India. The airline’s first
custom-made Dreamliner
post privatisation in January
2022 is set to commence
commercial operations from
February 1.

“B787 has an extremely
bright future in India... We
look forward to potentially
more orders for the 787 in
India coming,” Gupte told PTI
in an interview. Air India has
33 Dreamliners in its fleet —
26 legacy B787-8s, six B787-9s
from Vistara and the new
plane. IndiGo also operates
some Dreamliners taken on
lease from Norse Atlantic
Airways. On |une 12 last
year, an Air India Dreamliner

operating the flight AlI71
from Ahmedabad to London
Gatwick crashed soon after
take off, killing 260 people
and it was also the first fatal
accident involving the
Dreamliner. The Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) is probing the
crash. Against this backdrop,
Gupte said itwas a challeng-
ing year (2025) for Boeing.

“... As we think about the
Air India Al171 accident, nat-
urally, the victims’ families,
victims, and all of their loved
ones remain foremaost in
our minds.

“As it relates to the acci-
dent investigation, of course,
that will go on, and we
expect the Indian AAIB will
issue its report. But beyond
that, there's not much that
any of the OEMs (Original
Equipment Manufacturers)
can comment on,” he said.

In recent years, Boeing
had also faced regulatory
issues, including with
Dreamliners. The global
demand for B787s has been
incredibly robust and expect
that will continue in the
years to come, Gupte said.
Last year, Boeing delivered 14
B787s to various airlines. In
response to a query on
increasing competition from
Airbus, Gupte said competi-
tion is natural in the indus-
try as he stressed that “air-
planes are tools for our cus-
tomers to serve their cus-
tomers". (PTI)
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Russiaeyes India'sregional aviation market,
showcasescivil aircraftat ‘WingsIndia2026’

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 25 January

Russia's decision to showcase
its civil aircraft, the Ilyushin
IL-114-300 and the Superjet
SJ-100, at Wings India 2026
in Hyderabad marks a
new phase in India-Russia
economic cooperation, with
aclear focus oncivil aviation,
areport has said.

The movesignals Moscow's
intent to tap into India’s
[ast-growing regional aviation
market through long-term
industrial partnerships rather
than a simple aircraft sales
push, according to The Sunday
Guardian report.

So far, India’s aviation
growth has largely beendriven
by massive aircrafi orders
placed by Indian airlines with
Airbus and Boeing,

However, beyond these
headline deals lies a fast-
expanding regional aviation
segment that connects tier-two
and tier-three cities.

Supported by airport
expansion and the govern-
ment’s UDAN connectivity
scheme, this segment carries
an estimated 18 to 36 million
passengers every year and
represents amulti-billion-dollar
opporiunity across aircraft
purchases, leasing, mainfenance,
training and operations.

Russia is now aiming squ-
arely at this market. Given
the long-standing defence
and industrial ties between
India and Russia, experts

believe New Delhi could be
open to allowing Russian
manufacturers to set up
local production and asse-
mbly lines under the "Make
in India” programme.
ThelL-114-300is a 68-seat
turboprop aircraft designed
for short runways and challe-
nging operating conditions.
Itis positioned as a competitor
to aircraft such as the ATR
72-600 and the Dash-8 400,
which currently dominate
India’s regional routes.

Industry estimates suggest
the aircraft could be priced
berween $20 million and $35
million once mass production
stabilises, broadly inline with
existing turboprop options.

The Superjet S.J-100, which
can seat around 87 to 98
passengers, targets the higher
end of the regional jet market.

It competes with smaller
aircraft from Embraer’s E-Jet
family and is expected to be
priced in the $30 million to
$36 million range.

While the pricing of both
Russian aireraft is not signif-
icantly lower than Western
alternatives, their real appeal
lies in the industrial opportunities
they offer.

Russian manufacturers are
pitching the aircraft along
with proposals for local
manufacturing, assembly and
sourcing in India.

Industry experts say this
shifts the decision from being
a pure import choice to a
broader industrial one.
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WingsIndia-2026 toshowcase
India’sriseasa globa] aviationhub

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 25 January

India’s civil aviation sector,
among the fastest-growing
in the world, is set to take
centre stage at Wings India
2026, Asia's largest civil
aviation event, scheduled to
be held from 28-31 January
at Begumpet Airport in
Hyderabad.

The mega four-day
event will be formally laun-
ched by Minister of Civil
Aviation Rammohan Naidu
Kinjarapu in the presence
of senior dignitaries [rom
India and abroad.

“The launch will mark
the beginning of a landmark
global aviation gathering
that will showcase Indias
transformation into a major
aviation hub for connectivity,
manufacturing, services,
innovation and sustainability,”
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
said on Sunday.

Anchored around the
theme “Indian Aviation:
Paving the Future — From
Design to Deployment,
Manufacturing to Maintenance,
Inclusivity to Innovation,
and Safety to Sustainability,”
Wings India 2026 will
highlight how India’s avia-
tion ecosystem has evolved
into a powerful engine of
economic growth, regional
development and global

integration.

Over the last decade, India’s
civil aviation sector has
witnessed unprecedented
expansion. Passenger traffic
has surged manifold, placing
India among the world's top
aviation markets.

Hundreds of new
aircraft have been inducted
by Indian carriers, with
record-breaking aircraft orders
positioning the country as

one of the largest future
aircraft markets globally.

Airport infrastructure
has expanded rapidly, with
the development of new
greenfield airports, moder-
nised terminals and enhanced
regional connectivity under
flagship initiatives such
as UDAN.

India is also emerging as
a strong hub for aircraft
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO), pilot training,
aerospace manufacturing,
cargo logistics and advanced
air mobility.

A major push towards
sustainable aviation, inclu-
ding Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF), green airports
and digital air navigation,
is reshaping the future of
flight.

Wings India 2026 will
capture this extraordinary
growth journey and project
India’s ambition to become
a global aviation powerhouse.



	GK-SRI-26 JAN.jpg
	HH DL 27JAN2026.jpg
	TOI-AHM-26 JAN.JPG
	TOI-MUM-26 JAN.JPG
	AT-GUA-26 JAN.JPG
	BL DL 27JAN2026A.JPG
	BS DL 27JAN2026.JPG
	FE DL 27JAN2026.JPG
	FE DL 27JAN2026A.jpg
	FE DL 27JAN2026B.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-26 JAN.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-26 JAN-A.JPG
	HH DL 27JAN2026.JPG
	HT-ND-27 JAN.JPG
	HT-ND-27 JAN-A.JPG
	HT-ND-27 JAN-B.JPG
	JS DL 27JAN2026.JPG
	MINT DL 27JAN2026.JPG
	MINT DL 27JAN2026A.JPG
	PIO-ND-27 JAN.JPG
	PIO-ND-27 JAN-A.JPG
	RP-JAI-25 JAN.JPG
	ST-KOL-26 JAN.JPG
	ST-KOL-26 JAN-A.JPG

