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RGIA SEES 25
PASSENGER
TRAFFIC IN NOV.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC.24

Hyderabad's Rajiv Gan-
dhi International Airp-
ort (RGIA) has shown
strong growth in passen-
ger numbers for Nove-
mber, according to the
data of Airport Autho-
rity Of India(AAI. Co-
mpared to the same time
last year, the RGIA saw a
24.6 per cent increase in
passenger traffic.

The airport handled
25,31,482 domestic and
international passen-
gers, an increase of
1,083,577 passengers com-
pared to October, which
saw 24,94 905 passen-
Eers. The airport
processed 2129692 pas-
sengers in November,
compared to 20,95,641 in
October, an increase of
34,051 passengers.
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To Request AAI For A Detailed Study Next Wk
TN govt zeroes in on
2 sites for Hosur airport

Julie.Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
is believed to have shortlist-
ed two potential sites in Ho-
sur, Krishnagiri district, for
a new greenfield airport to
serve the needs of the manu-
facturing hub. The Airports
Authority of India (AAD
will soon be asked to con-
duct a detailed study of the
locations, both within a ra-
dius of 20km, multiple
sources confirmed to TOL

The decision came after
chief minister M K Stalin
had a high-level meeting at
thestatesecretariat. Onare-
quest from state govi, a mul-
ti-disciplinary team of AAT
and TIDCO assessed the fea-
sibility of four proposed
sites near Hosur in Sept
These included Thogarai
Agraharam, Shoolagiri,
Dhasapalli, and an area near
aprivate airstrip,

“Two locations have now
beenshortlisted based onan
interim report from the
AAL The state govt plans to
formally request a detailed
study from the AAIl next
week,” sald a source. The ar-
@a near the private airstrip
is likely to be chosen for the

L

GETTING AHEAD IN THE GAME

detailed study, and the govt
also appears willing tonego-
tiate with a private firm re-
garding the airstrip, but the
potential purchase hinges
on the company offering the
asset atareasonable price,
CIl Tamil MNadu State
Council Chairman and
Wheels India managing di-
rector Srivats Ram said the
proposed airport would
serve as a critical node for
business and logistics activ-
ities across South India.
“This project aligns with
the vision to foster regional
integration, potentially cre-
ating a dynamic twin-city
ecosystem with Bengaluru

and catalysing growth in
neighbouring districts like
Dharmapuri and Salem. De-
spite obstacles, the project
holds the promise of trans-
forming Hosur intoa pivotal
hubof economic and logisti-
cal activity, fostering cross-
state collaborations.”
Hosur has been an anto-
motive hub for decades. It re-
cently expanded to sectors
like advanced manufactur-
ing, electronies, and electric
vehicles. In June, chief min-
ister M K Stalin announced
that the airport, proposed
for 2,000 acres, will be de-
signed to handle up to three
crore passengers annually
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TN shortlists 2 sites
for Hosur airport

AAIl To Take
Up A Study In
A Week

Julie Mariappan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt
is believed to have shortlist-
ed two potential sites in Ho-
sur, Krishnagiri district, for
a new greenfield airport to
serve the needs of the manu-
facturing hub. The Airporis
Authority of India (AAI)
will soon be asked to con-
duct a detailed study of the
locations, both within a ra-
dius of 20 km, multiple
sources confirmed to TOL
The decision came after
chief minister M K Stalin
had a high-level meeting at
thestate secretariat. Onare-
quest from state govt, a mul-
ti-disciplinary team of AAl
and TIDCO assessed the fea-
sibility of four proposed
sites near Hosur in Sept.
These were Thogarai
Agraharam, Shoolagiri,
Dhasapalli, and an area

airport would serve asacrit-

ResEOilve 1MARe  jpa] node for business and lo-

FOR A SMOOTH TAKE-OFF

nearaprivateairstrip. “Two
locations have now been
shortlisted based on an in-
terim report from the AAL
The state govt plans to for-
mally request a detailed
study by AAI next week,”
said a source

Thearea near the private
airstrip is likely to be cho-
sen for the detailed siudy,
and the govt also appears
willing to negotiate with a
private firm regarding the
airstrip, but the potential
purchase hinges on the com-
pany offering the asset at a
reasonable price.

Cll TN state council
Chairman and Wheels India
Lid managing director Sriv-
ats Ram said the proposed

gistics  activities
south India.

“This project aligns with
the vision to foster regional
integration, potentially cre-
ating a dynamic twin-city

ACross

| ecosystem with Bengaluru

and catalysing prowth in
neighbouring districts such
as Dharmapuri and Salem.
Despite obstacles, the pro-
ject holds the promise of
transforming Hesur into a
pivotal hub of economicand
logistical activity, strength-
ening Tamil Nadu's position
as an industrial power-
house and fostering cross-
state collaborations.”

Hosur has been an auto-
motive hubfordecades, Itre-
cently expanded to sectors
such as advanced manufac-
turing, electronics, and
electric vehicles.

In June, chief minister
M K Stalin announced that
the airport, proposed on
2,000 acres, will be designed
to handle up to three crore
passengersannually

TN's Hosur push coinei-
des with Karnataka govt's
exploration of a second air-
port for Bengaluru.
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K’taka flies high: Third in
India in domestic air travel

Bengaluru’s airport
is third busiest in
country; state saw
year-on-year
domestic passenger
growth of 16.06%

| Sridhar Vivan
sridharvivan@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @sridharvMirror

he Kempegowda Inter-

national Airport (KIA)

has recently become the

country’s third busiest
International and domestic air-
port after Mumbai and Delhi.
However, interestingly, Karna-
taka (with all airports combined)
is also the third state to have the
highest number of domestic air
travellers. As per the latest data
presented in Rajya Sabha, Kar-
nataka retained Its third posi-
tion in domestic passenger traffic
during the financial vears 2022-
23 and 2023-24, highlighting
its steady growth in air travel.
However, in the international
category, Karnataka ranked sixth
both years. The state witnessed a
year-on-yvear domestic passenger
growth of 16.06W, increasing
from 3,02,55,765 passengers in
2022-23 w 3,51.13,640 in 2023-
24. International traffic rose by
11.38%, from 12,50,195 pas-
sengers (o 13,92,683 during the
same period.

In domestic air traffic, Delhi
and Maharashtra outperformed
Karnataka. Delhi recorded
541,07,308 passengers in 2023-
24, 54.07% higher than Karna-
taka, while Maharashtra reported
5,24,76,118 passengers, 49.45%

[,
\

higher. Similarly, in interna-
tional air traffic, Delhi led with
91,83,880 passengers, a stag-
gering 559.66% more than Kar-
nataka, followed by Maharash-
tra with 66,001,785 passengers,
374.23% higher. Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and Telangana also rmanked
above Karnataka, with interna-
tional traffic 253.91%, 87.86%,
and 19.18% higher, respectively

No government
role in airfare
Meanwhile, Union Minister of
State for Civil Aviation, Murlid-
har Mohol, stated that the
government has minimal in-
volvement in controlling high
airfares Rmpnudul}[ b a qm-r\'
in the Rajya S5abha, he noted
that airfares in 2024 have moxd-
erted compared to 2023, There
is no evidence of airlines en-
gaging in artificial shortages or
black marketing.

Mohol clarified that airfares

& AERA oversees determination of tariffs
for aeronautical services at major

airports in India

are not regulated by the gov.
ernment, allowing airlines the
flexibility to set prices based
on operational needs in com-
pliance with Rule 135 of the
Alrcraft Rules, 1937, Alrlines
determine fares by considering
market conditions, demand
Muctuations, seasonal trends,
and other market influences,
ensuring prices reflect the cur-
rent travel environment. While
the government avoids regulat-
Ing airfares to promote market
competitiveness, it remains
vigilant. It has intervened dur-
ing exceptional circumstances
like the pandemic to cap fares
or reallocate capacity to curb
excessive pricing and safeguard
passenger interests.
“Additionally, the Airports
Economic Regulatory Author-

= Murlidhar Mohol, Minister

Ity of Indla (AERA), an inde-
pendent economic regulator,
oversees the determination of
tariffs for aeronautical services
at major airports. AERA allows
alrport operators to recover rev-
enue through landing and park-
ing charges from airlines and
User Development Fees (UDF)
from passengers. Tariffs are de-
termined based on factors such
as return on investment, op-
erational expenditure, deprecia-
tion, and taxes under the AERA
Act and guidelines for a five-
vear control period. Despite sig-
nificant capital expenditure to
accommodate rising |'I.J\!1|.‘:I:I+{t'l
tratfic, Indian alrports maintain
substantially lower passenger
charges compared to major in-
ternational airports worldwide,”
he said.
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BENGALURU

'Location for
2nd airport
only on merit'

Karnataka Minister for
Infrastructure Developmeant
M B Patil on Meonday said
the location for Bengaluru's
secondairportwillbe finalized
“puraly and strictly on merit”.

The state governmeant will
soon decide on the matter
and communlcatethesamea ta
the Airpert Autherity of India
(AT, Patil said.

*If It Is nearer to city, peopla

will come. Far cther districts

whether Tumakuru,
Vijayapura, Hubballi or
Balagawi -- district airports
are differant. This airport is
related to Bangaluru, and it
should provide convenience
to the people of Bangaluru
feor the all-round development
of the city to be globally
cempatitiva,” Patil told
reporters here.

Stating that the location
for the alrpart will be decided
purely basad en marit, Patll
said, "A decisien will be
taken soon In the interest of
Bengaluru after considering
all the pros and cons, which
we will sand to the Alrpart
Authority of India.”
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State identifies land for airport in Naxal-impacted Gadchiroli

Presently, poll parties are airdropped in various parts of Gadchiroli by Air Force helicopters.

Yogesh Naik

yogeshnalk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Plans are afoot to
build an airport in Gadchiroli,
to help combat naxal activities
and facilitate development in
this remote, north-eastern dis-
trict in the state.

The state government has
identified 229 hectares spread
across three villages for a
greenfield airport and is await-
ing a nod from the Maharash-
tra Airport Development Com-
pany (MADC), which is respon-
sible for the construction,
maintenance and operation of
airports in the state.

A senior government officer
said, “We are waiting for a final
okay from MADC, after which
the collector of Gadchiroli will
start the acquisition process for
229 hectares for the airport.”

At present, all that Gadchi-

roli has by way of aviation facil-
ities is a helipad used by
defence helicopters and VVIP
choppers. There is also no
night-landing facility.

A senior state government
official said there was an ear-
lier proposal to build an airport
for small aircraft such as ATRs
or defence planes like the C
1307, but chief minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis had directed that
the facility should must be
expanded to accommodate
larger, aircraft like the A320 or
B737. This would include
defence as well as commercial
aircraft.

Land in Murkhula, Pulkhal
and Kaneri villages has been
identified for the airport and
the acquisition will cost 230
crore. The airport will help
swiftly evacuate forces who are
injured in anti-naxal opera-
tions in Gadchiroli, state a state

GADCHIROLI HAS A
HELIPAD THAT IS
USED BY DEFENCE
HELICOPTERS AND
VVIP CHOPPERS

government official. “We need
proper air facilities so that
defence planes from Nagpur
and air ambulances can fly in.
We have been repeatedly ask-
ing for an airport with night-
landing facilities,” said a
retired additional director gen-
eral of police.

A retired additional director
general of police said, "The
Ministry of Home Affairs has
been pushing for the airport as
a part of the state’s action
against left-wing extremism,
something that has been dis-
cussed since 2008."

This will be the fourth air-

port in the Nagpur division.
Nagpur city has an interna-
tional airport; Gondia has an
airport and a flying school; and
Chandrapur has an airport at
Morwa and another airport
(stalled by the forest depart-
ment).

An airport in Gadchiroli will
be another link in enhancing
the district’s connectivity.
Work is underway on the Wad-
sa-Gadchiroli railway line,
while the Mumbai-Nagpur
Samruddhi expressway will be
extended to include Gadchiroli.

An airport with commercial
operations will greatly facili-
tate the remote district’s devel-
opment.

Recently, Fadnavis
announced that Gadchiroli will
be developed as the next steel
city and that private players
have pledged investment of
250,000 crore in the district.
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UP to soon unveil new five-year export policy: UP
industrial development minister Nand Gopal Gupta

which it 15 providing global
markeling exposure and
business to the exporters by

promotion, MERI, and operationalisation of the
investment promotion Nand  Jewar Adrport will further help
Gopal Gupta ‘Mandi' exports from the state. It will

informed that the state save Lime and save

PIONEER MEWS SERVICE B
LUCKNOW/NEW DELHI

he Yogi Adityanath-led
Uttar Pradesh government
will soon unveil a new export
policy for 2025-30 as the State
wmis to significantly increase its
share in India’s outward ship-
ments and create more employ-
ment opporiunities.
Under the 2020-2025 export
pﬂllr_'\. the state povernment
Eruu es comprehensive
and-holding support to the
exporiers. In an intérview o
The Pioneer, Uttar Pradesh
minister for industrial
development, export

government 15 working on a
new ﬁ'ﬂ:—}':a.r ex]:rurl pu]j.c}'
and extensive consullations
with different stakeholders are
being held.

“We are working on unv::]mg
an ambitious Export Policy for
2025-30 to boost the states
contribution Lo India’s
exports,” the Minister said.

In FY 2023-24 states share in
Indias total exporl was 4.71
per cent. In the first two
L]I:JEIIIEL'H [ April-September) of
the current financial year,
Uttar Pradeshs share in
countrys tolal export was
estimated at 4.89 per cent.
“Our focus on enhancing
export capabilities will prope:
UP towards becoming a USD
1 trillion economy, driving
revenue and fostering
dcﬂ.‘lup‘mcni. The  Yogi
government remains
commilted to 'lrunsl'urrning
Uttar Pradesh into Indiss
most prosperous state,” Gupla
said. He said

expenditure  on
charges.

To promote export-oriented
industries, the Government of
Uttar Pradesh has ensured
dc'.'::]upmt'nt of ud:quall:
infrastructural facilities in the
state. It is to be noted here that
the state has the largest rail
netwaork in the country, 38 per
cent of the expressways, 4
international  airports, 9
domestic airports and 7
under-construction Sifpores
along with Jewar Airport
which is due to be operational
VETY 001,

The Minister informed that
the government s providing
financial assistance to the
exporters through wvarious
schemes, including Marketing
Development Assistance,
Gateway Port Scheme and Afr
Freight raticnalization
schemes. Uttar Pradesh has
also  started  organising
International Trade Show

(UPITS) simce 2023 through

freight

condiicting B2B sessions.
Besides the government is also

providing international
marketing  exposure  to
exporters from the state by
participating  in  various
international trade shows
organised by the central

government like IITF and
Bharat Tex.

Minister Gupta emphasised
the state government has
:u]upl::d eXport as well as
investment friendly policies
along with a focus on the
development of better
logistics facilities in the state.
All these initiatives will help
in inereasing exports from the
state and help Uttar Pradesh
become a USD One trillion
ECOTHNTTY.

India% total exports
(merchandise and services
combined) during April-
November 2024 was estimated
at USD 53625 billion, a
growth of 7.61 per cent from
USD 49833 billion in the year
ago period.
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Over 300 flights
delayed as fog
cuts visibility
at 1Gl to 100m

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Dense fog impacted
flights at Delhi airport on Wed-
nesday as visibility dropped to
100 metresfornearly three hours.

Over 300 flights were dela-
ved, according to FlightRa-
dar24. Officials at Indira
GandhiInternational Airport
said that no flight was diver-
ted or cancelled.

According to India Meteo-
rological Department, IGI
Airport recorded the lowest
visibility of 100 metres from
5.30am to 8.30am, which im-
proved thereafter, becoming
300 metres at 9.30am.

Followingthedip in visibi-
lity, Delhiairport warned abo-
ut the delays on X at 5.45am.
“While landings and take-offs
continue at Delhi Airport,
flights that are not CAT III
compliant may get affected.
Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned
for updated flight informa-
tion. Any inconvenience is de-
eply regretted,” it said.

IMD has predicted mode-
rate to dense fog on Thursday.

The data from FlightRa-
dar24 showed that more than 300
flights were delayed at IGI Air-
port, and the average delay was
18 minutes. “However, no flight
was diverted or cancelled due to
low visibility. Some flights were
also delayed due to weather con-
ditionsat the origin airport,” an
airport official said.

Officials said the airport
initiates low visibility proce-
dures (LVP) — measures ai-
med at making landing for
flights easier when visibility
dips below 800 metres.

During such a period,
CAT-I procedures, whicharea
basic set of precautions, are
initiated for visibility above
550 metres. Those pilots who
are CAT-IT compliant are allo-
wed to land when visibility is
between 275-550 metres.

However, CAT-IIT A and B-
compliant pilots can land when
visibility is below 275 metres
and even when it is as low as 50
metres. “The pilots whoare tra-
ined in CAT III procedures can
make an aircraft land with a
minimum visibility of 50 met-
res, while an aircraft can take
off with a visibility of 125 met-
res,” anofficial had said earlier.

This season, dense fog hap-
pened early, with the first spell
recorded from Nov 13 onwards.
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Six e-bus routes from
Noida and west UP to
link airport in Jewar

Aditya.Dev@timesofindia.com

Noida: Yamuna Expressway Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (YEIDA) is planning to operate
electric buses on six routes initially connecting the
Noida International Airport with Noida, Greater
Noida and the nearby towns of west UP.

The proposed city routes include Jewar to Bo-
tanical Garden metrostation in Noida, and another
linking Noida Sector 35 with the airport via Pari
Chowk. Buses are also being planned to Buland-
shahr, Sikandrabad, and Khurja.

Officials said YEIDA had sought permission
from UP Roadways and would hire an operator to
run the buses once the approvals are in. The initial
fleet will have 175-200 buses in it, equipped with
enough space for luggage.

A passenger will have to download a mobile ap-
plication to book a seat on his chosen route — just
like in the case of shared cabs.

“The service aims at providing a dedicated pub-
lic transport system for commuters and airport
passengers. A network of electric bus routes link-
ingtheJewarairport with more key locationsinthe
region and beyond will be in place very soon,” said
Arun Vir Singh, the CEO of YEIDA and Noida Inter-
national Airport Ltd (NIAL).

He added that if required, funding would be se-
cured through NIAL to ensure there were no hur-
dles in implementing the service.

This fleet of all-electric buses is in addition to a
wider programme of 500 vehicles that will operate
on various routes across Noida, Greater Noida, and
Yamuna Expressway Authority’s township areas.
The three development authorities have establish-
ed a special purpose vehicle (SPV) to operate the
electricbusservice, which includes routes connect-
ing Noida with Delhiand other neighbouringcities.
A request for proposal for the bus service was is-
sued last month following an order from UP govt.

While the Noida airport is set for an April
launch, connectivity to it has been one of the
biggest concerns.
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Hydroponic ganja from Thailand
new headache for airport security

@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Hydroponic can-
nabis (ganja) is the newest
headache for officials of the
directorate of revenue intel-
ligence (DRI at Chennai air-
port, Valued at ¥l crore a kg,
this highly potent variety of
ganja has started toenter the
state through Chennai air-
portat frequent intervals.

This month alone, 14 kg
of premium hyvdroponic can-
nabis valued at 214 crore hs
been seized at Chennai air-
port.

And, just as the exotic pet
menace, Thailand has beco-
me the source of Chennai-
bound consignment of hyd-
roponic cannabis,

On Monday, 3.6kg of hyd-
roponic ganja was seized
from a passenger coming
from Thailand. Based on a
specific tip-off about the
drug being brought from the
Thailand capital of Bang-
kok, DRI officials maintai-
ned a vigil at the airport,
along with customs officials.

A passenger, 30, from
Chennai attracted the sle-
uths’ notice as his travel do-
cuments showed that he was
visiting Thailand on a tou-
rist visaforjust twodays. His
responses during inguiry
were evasive,

Asearch by officials reve-
aled that he was carrying 3.6
kg of high-grade cannabis
hidden in a compartment of
his suitcase,

Investigations revealed
that he was a courier for an
international drug syndica-
te. Officials are now pursu-
ing leads to locate and arrest
the syndicate’s key operati-
ves in Chennai.

Officials have noted a pat-
tern in thesmuggling of hyd-
roponic cannabis through
Chennai airport. On Nov 21,
authorities arrested a Chen-
nai woman for smuggling
hydroponic cannabis valued
at¥2.8crore. On Dec 16, offici-
als seized 7.6 kg of premium
cannabis worth ¥7.6 crore
and arrested a man. The cur-
rent seizure marks the third
such incident. Officials, ho-
wever, have not been revea-
ling the identity of the peo-
ple arrested.
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Under hub strategy, Centre evaluating
proposal to ease aircraft leasing norms

REFORM PACKAGE. Plan involves longer leasing duration for wet lease aircraft and easier mechanism to re-lease

—
Rohit Vaid
MNew Dethi

To develop direct long-haul
air travel capabilities of In-
dia-based  airlines, the
Centre, under its hub
strategy, is evaluating a pro-
posal to further ease aircraft
leasing norms.

Accordingly, the proposed
reform package includes
longer leasing duration for
wet lease aircraft (leased air-
craft accompanied by crew)
and easier mechanism to re-
lease. At present, the wet
lease period has been limited
for only six months, as the
aircraft is required to un-
dergo scheduled mainten-
ance activity beyond this
duration.

On the other hand, the dry
lease period for an aircraft
ranges between five and

READY TO SOAR: The proposal recommends tweaking norms
to allow wet-leased aircraft in new international routes

seven vears, “A consultative
mechanism is used in the
strategy to develop interna-
tional hub airports in the
country and to promote dir-
ect  connectivity.  Various
stakeholders including air-
lines propose certain ways in
which the objective of this
strategy can be achieved,” a
source said. “Under the same

mechanism, the Centre has
received airlines’ proposals
on the wet lease norms. We
are evaluating the same.”

PROPOSED STRATEGY

As per sources, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation has estab-
lished a platform under
which industry participants
and other ministries are en-

gaged to make a strategy to
develop international hub
airports in the country.

The proposal recom-
mends tweaking of current
norms which will then allow
airlines to deploy wet leased
aircraft for new interna-
tional routes, sources said.

The proposal also deals
with the supply chain and
other issues that has im-
pacted aircraft availability.

“Leasing is generally a
short-term measure to meet
higher demand. However,
the proposal at hand widens
the usage of wet lease in pro-
moting direct connectivity,”
sources said.

Meanwhile, responding to
reports on the wet lease of
long-range Boeing 787s to
open new routes to Europe,
airline major IndiGo on
Wednesday said that it is
committed to “constantly

evolving to provide its cus
tomers with an alternate and

differentiated travel
experience.”
“In April, IndiGo an-

nounced the order for wide-
body A350-900 aircraft with
deliveries starting in 2027
and alongside the XLR air-
craft expected next vyear
(2025), IndiGo is well posi-
tioned to expand our geo-
graphic reach and serve the
ever-growing demand for in-
ternational travel to and
from India," the airline said.

“In order to address this
growing demand and keep-
ing in mind global supply
chain challenges, IndiGo is
exploring interim solutions
for an earlier introduction of
long-range aircraft to its
fleet. Route and network op-
portunities related to these
solutions are being explored
at present,”
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IndiGo eyes early in

duction

of wide-body planes in fleet

Airline reportedly in talks with Norse Atlantic Airways to wet-lease six B787

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 25 December

it was exploring an earlier

introduction of wide-body
planes in its fleet to meet the
growing demand for interna-
tional travel.

Industry sources said the
airline was in talks with Norse
Atlantic Airways to wet-lease
six B787 planes in its fleet.
Under a wet-lease, the lessor
provides flight and mainte-
nance crew along with the air-
craft. In a dry-lease, the lessor
providesjust the plane.

IndiGo had in April
announced an order for 30
A350 wide-body aircraft, mark-
ing a major change in its busi-
ness model that had been
focused on all-economy oper-
ations. However, the deliveries
of A350 aircraft will begin from
2027 onwards.

IndiGo’s competitor Air
India has, in the last two years,
expanded its presence on
domestic metro-to-metro
routes and started new long-
range international flights to

I ndiGo on Wednesday said

IndiGo had in April announced an order for 30 A350 wide-body

aircraft, marking a major change in its business model that had
focused on all-economy operations

far-flung destinations in
Europe, North America and
Australia using wide body
planes.

IndiGo has a fleet of about
427 planes in its fleet. The air-
line has some experience in
operating wide-body planes.
Two out of the 427 planes are
B777 wide-body planes, which
have been leased from Turkish
Airlines, and they are being
used on India-Istanbul routes.

IndiGo, which started busi-
ness class operations from
September this year, wants to
increase its presence in the pre-

mium arena.

In a statement, the airline
said, “IndiGo is committed to
constantly evolve to provide
our customers an alternate and
differentiated travel experi-
ence, which is best in class. In
April, IndiGo announced the
order for wide-body A350-900
aircraft with deliveries starting
2027 and alongside the XLR air-
craft expected next year (2025),
IndiGo is well positioned to
expand our geographic reach
and serve the ever-growing
demand for international travel
to and from India.”

“In order to address this
growing demand and in keep-
ing also in mind global supply
chain challenges, IndiGo is
exploring interim solutions for
an earlier introduction of long
range aircraft to its fleet. Route
and network opportunities
related to these solutions are
being explored at present,” it
added. IndiGo’s discussions
with Norse Atlantic Airways are
happening at a time when the
Central government is close to
allowing airlines to operate
wet-leased wide body planes
on new routes. The govern-
ment is considering this meas-
ure as the new aircraft supply
from Boeing and Airbus have
slowed in the last several
months due to supply chain
issues, etc.

To meet growing demand
in the country’s air travel mar-
ket, Indian carriers have made
four significant aircraft orders
since last year. In February
2023, the Tata-run Air India
Group placed an order for 470
planes: 250 with Airbus and
220 with American plane
maker Boeing.
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Over18 mint’l
Tourist Arrivals
- 023: Centre

P
L . o o K N

S IANS

New Delhi: India recorded
18.89 million international tou-
rist arrivals in 2023 as foreign
exchange earnings (FEESs)
through tourism last year sur-
ged to ¥2,31,927 crore, the go-
vernment said on Wednesday.

Foreign tourist arrivals
(FTAs) in India during 2023 we-
re 9.52 million and domestic to-
urist visits (DTVs) were 2,509
million, according to data rele-
ased by the ministry of tou-
rism. The ministry sanctioned
a total of 76 projects for an amo-
unt of 25,287.9 crore under the
Swadesh Darshan Scheme, of
which 75 projects are physical-
ly complete.

Under this, 40 projects worth
¥3,295.76 crore were approved
under special assistance to sta-
tes for capital investment (SA-
SCI) for development of iconic
tourist centres to global scale
across 23 states, and 34 projects
were sanctioned for ¥795.2 cro-
re under the ‘Swadesh Dars-
han 2.0'(SD2.0) initiative.

The Swadesh Darshan Sche-
me has been revamped asSD2.0
with the objective to develop
sustainable and responsible
destinations following a tou-
rist and destination-centric
approach.

The ministry of tourism has
also sanctioned a total of 48
projects for an amount of
¥1.646.99 crore under the PRAS-
HAD Scheme, out of which 23
projects have been completed.

TRAVEL SECTOR FLYING HIGH

Nov Domestic
Air Traffic Posts
Strong Growth

IANS

New Delhi: India’s commerci-
al airlines flew 14.2 million pas-
sengers on domestic routes in
November this year, which re-
presents a robust 12% increase
compared tothesamemonth in
the previous year, according to
figures compiled by the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA).

IndiGo maintained its posi-
tion as the market leader witha
63.6% share of air tratftic, follo-
wed by Air India (24.4%), Aka-
sa Air (4.7%) and SpicelJet
(3.1%). The market share of Al-
liance Air stayed flat at 0.7%
during the month.

“Passengers carried by do-
mestic airlines during Janua-
ry-November 2024 were 146.402
million as against 138.234 mil-
lion during the corresponding
period of the previous vear the-
reby registering an annual
growth of 5.91% and monthly
growth of 11.9%,” according to
the DGCA report.

Domestic flyer traffic was at
14.25 million in November com-
pared to 12.73 million in the
same period a year ago. The
number of flyers that took to
Indian skies in November was
also higher than the correspon-
ding figure of 13.6 million for
October. However, the on-time
performance of domestic airli-
nes at Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyde-
rabad, and Mumbai declined
during November with pas-
sengers facing longer delays.

‘IndiGo Expects
toCarry112m
Flyersin 2024’

PTI

New Delhi: IndiGo expects to
carry 112 million passengers in
2024 and ison the way to become
a leading player in global avia-
tion, its chief Pieter Elbers
has said.

In 2023, the country’s largest
airline has flown over 100 mil-
lion passengers.

India is one of the world's fas-
test-growing civil aviation
markets and IndiGo, which has
a domestic market share of
63.6%, is also expanding its in-
ternational network.

In a statement to PTI on the
outlook for 2025, CEQO Elbers sa-
id A321 XLRs will be arriving
next vear. These narrow-body
planes have a longer range and
will help the airline to start
longer-duration direct interna-
tional flights.

IndiGo has a fleet of
over 400 aircraft
and also placed
an order for 30
wide body A350-
900 widebodies.

“An airline so
youngexpects to
welcome over 112
million custo-
mers in 2024," El-
bers said.

GETTY IMAGES
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Dozens Feared Dead as Azerbaijan
Airlines Flight, with 67 on board,
Crashes near Kazakhstan’s Aktau

An Embraer passenger jet fly-
ing from Azerbaijan to Russia
crashed near the city of Aktau
in Kazakhstan on Wednesday
with 62 passengers and five
crew on board, Kazakh authori-
ties announced, saying 32 sur-
vivors had been rescued.

Azerbaijan Airlines flight
J2-8243 had flown hundreds of
miles off its scheduled route
to crash on the opposite shore
of the Caspian Sea, after what
Russia’s aviation watchdog
said was an emergency that
may have been caused by a
bird strike.

Officials did not immediately
explain why it had crossed the
sea, but the crash came shortly
after dronestrikes hit southern
Russia. Drone activity has shut
airports in the area in the past
and thenearest Russianairport
on the plane’s flight path was
closed on Wednesday morning.

Kazakhstan’s emergencies
ministry said in a statement
that fire services had put out
theblazeand thatthesurvivors,
including two children, were
being treated at a nearby hospi-
tal. The bodies of the dead were

beingrecovered.

Authorities in Kazakhstan sa-
id a government commission
had been set up to investigate
what had happened and its
membersordered tofly to thesi-
te and ensure that the families
of the dead and injured were
getting the help they needed.

Kazakhstan would cooperate
with Azerbaijan on the investi-
gation, the government said.

President Vladimir Putin ex-
pressed his condolences as did I1-
ham Aliyvev, the president of
Azerbailjan, who had decided to
return home from Russia where

he had been due to attend a sum-
mit on Wednesday, his office said.

Azerbaijan Airlines said the
Embraer190jet wasflyingfrom
Baku to Grozny, capital of the
Chechnya region in southern
Russia, but had been forced to
make an emergency landing
around 3 kms from Aktau in
Kazakhstan.

“Preliminary: after a collision
with birds, duetoanemergency
situationon board, itscomman-
der decided to ‘go’ to an alterna-
te airfield - Aktau was chosen,”
Russia’s aviation watchdog sa-
id on Telegram. Reuters
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@® RISING AVIATION LEADER

Pieter Elbers, CEQ, IndiGo

An airline so young expects to welcome over 112
million customers in 2024, after crossing the 100
million annual customers bar last year.
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Azerbaijan Airlines plane crashes

MARIYA GORDEYEVYA, GLEB

in Kazakhstan, many feared dead

STOLYAROV & HAILIA BAGIROVA
Astana/Thilisi/Baku, December 25

AN EMBRAER PASSENGER jet fly-
ing from Azerbaijan to Russia
crashed near the city of Aktau in
Kazakhstan on Wednesday with 62
passengers and five crew on board,
Kazalch authorities announced, say-
ing 32 survivors had been rescued.
Azerbaijan Airlines flight ]2-
8243 had flown hundreds of miles
offits scheduledroutetocrash onthe
opposite shore of the Caspian Sea,
after what Russia’s aviation watch-
dogsaidwasanemergencythat may
have been caused by a bird strike.
Officials did not immediately
explamwhyithad crossed thesea,but
the crash came shortlyafter drone
strikes hit southern Russia. Drone
activity has shut airports in the area
in the past and the nearest Russian
airporton the plane’s flightpathwas
closedonWednesday morning.
Video of the crash showed the
plane descending rapidly before
bursting into flames as it hit the
seashore, and thick black smoke
then rising. Bloodied and bruised

FINANCIAL EXPRESS M-

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76494670

READ TO LEAD

The wreckage of Azerbaijan Airlines Embraer 190 lays on ground near the airport of Aktau in Kazak hstan on
Wednesday

passengerscouldbeseen stumbling
from apieceofthe fuselagethat had
remained intact.

Reuters was able to verify from
visible landmarks that the video
was filmed on the Caspian shore
nearAktau. Kazakhstan's emergen-

26 December 2024

cies ministry said in a statement
that fire services had put out the
blaze andthatthesurvivors, includ-
ing two children, were being treated
at a nearby hospital. The bodies of
the dead were being recovered.
Azerbaijan Airlines said the

AP

Embraer 190 jet was flying from
Baku to Grozny, capital of the
Chechnya region in southern Rus-
sia, but had been forced tomake an
emergency landing around 3 kilo-
meters (1.8 miles) from Aktau in
Kazakhstan. —REUTERS
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DGCA imposes 10L
fine on Akasa Air

NEW DELH
—

Aviation regulator DGCA has
slapped aRs 101lakh penalty on
Alasa Adr for failing to provide
compensation ontime to some
passengers who were denied
boarding at the Bangalore air-
port in September, according
to a source. In recent months,
the more than two-and-s-half-
year-old airline has come
under the scanner of the regu-
lator for certain alleged viol-
ations. Earlier this month,
some pilots had also flagged
concerns about training at the
carrier;, which has termed the
allegations as baseless.

The latest action by the
DGCA pertains to the denial of
boarding of seven passengers
who had booked a flight from
Bangalore to Pune on
September 6. The aircraft,
whichwas to operate the flight
was grounded on account of
foreign object damage and the
replacement afreraft had nine
non-operational seats as a
result of which seven passen-
gers were denied boarded, the
source said on Tuesday.
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Aviation cos seen
making losses in
FY25,FY26

Informist
NEW DELHI

Indian airline companies are
likely to report annual net
losses in the region of INR 20-
30 billion in the current
financial year ending March
and next year as they struggle
to maintain the plant load fac-
tor amid higher jet fuel
prices, according to rating
ageney ICRA. Some Indian
airlines will face higher bor-
rowing costs on the back of
increased lease liabilities as
they are slated to receive new
aireraft, ICRA said in a report
on Tuesday.
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SpicelJet the least
punctual airline

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAI

Spicelet was ranked as the
least punctual ameng all the
scheduled domestic airlines
at  Mumbai International
Adrport. Vistara had the best
on-time performance, fol-
lowed by Indigo, Akasa Air,
Air India and Alliance Air,
according to the latest air
traffic data for the month of
November 2024 released by
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

Fecusing on the Mumbai
Airport, Vistara's on-time
performance (OTF) stood at
B71% in its 11 davs of function
ing as a separate airline.
Indigo OTP touched B82.1%,
followed by Akasa Air at
58.6%, Air India at 58.6% and
Air Indias subsidiary
Alliance Air at 42.9%,

DGCA also analysed the
rensons for delays. While 66%
delays were caused duoe to
reactionary measures, 12%
were attributed to air traffic
control, B% to operations and
4% o passengers. While only
2% delays were attributed to
weather, other lssues
included technical, airport
management, ramp and mis-
cellaneous reasons

Domestic airlines
recorded monthly passenger
growth of 1180%. According
to the data, 14.684 crore pas-

On-time

performers
Vistara BT.1%
Indigo 62.1%
Akasa Air - 58.6%
Air India 56.6%
42.9%

Alliance Air

Reasons for delay

66% 8%
Reactionary| Operations
measures | gor
12% Passengers
Air Traffic Weather
Contral ’72% & other
issues

sengers were carried from
January o November.

In 2024 until November,
Indigo occupied the
domestic market by carrying
nine Crorme passengers com-
prising of 6L7% of market
share. Air India's market
share remained 15.4%, fol-
lowed by Vistara at 9%, Akasa
Air carried 4.6% of the total
flyers. Air Asia captured
42%.

FlyBig airline reported the
maost number of flight cancel-
lations — 38.71%.
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Flight rules
on hand bag

According to the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security, pas-
sengers are now allowed to
carry only one hand or
cabin bag inside the air-
craft. Any additional bag-
gage should be checked
in. This is regardless of
whether a passenger ison
a domestic or international
flight. The baggage di-
mensions may however
differ for econamy and
business class: Air India
allows passengers in econ-
omy or premium ecanomy
class to carry a hand bag-
gage weighing up ta 7 ka,
Howewver, those travelling
infirst or business class
have a higher limit of
arcund 10 kg.
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IndiGo may
add long-range
planes earlier
than 2027

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo may add wide-body
planes earlier than 2027
when the brand new Air-
bus A350 aircraft join the
fleet in order to address a
“growing demand” for tra-
vel and a shortage of new
planes globally, it said.

Industry sources said
the airline plans to wet
lease (or rent aircraft along
with crew) six Boeing 787s
from Norwegian airline
Norse Atlantic and deploy
them for its network from
February.

Though the airline de-
clined to confirm a possi-
ble wet-lease agreement
with Norse Atlantic, it said,
“IndiGo is exploring inte-
rim solutions for an earlier
introduction of long-range
aircraft to its fleet.”

The airline explained it
was doing so because it is
“well positioned to expand
our geographic reach and
serve the ever-growing de-
mand for international tra-
vel to and from India” as
well as to “keeping also in
mind global supply chain
challenges”.

Route and network op-
portunities related to the
solutions are being ex-
plored, IndiGo said. Its
fleet of more than 400
planes include the narrow-
body A320 aircraft.

To help carriers like In-
diGo, which also has 70-80
aircraft on ground due to
issues with Pratt and Whit-
ney engines as well as Spi-
ceJet which too has been
wet leasing planes to over-
come maintenance related
aircraft groundings, the
DGCA on Tuesday notified
revised norms allowing air-
lines to take planes on wet-
lease for up to 18 months
instead of six months per-
mitted earlier.
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{ WORLD } 'TECHNICAL SNAG'

American Airlines
briefly grounds flights

American Airlines briefly grounded flights
nationwide on Tuesday due to a technical issue just
as the Christmas travel season kicks into overdrive
and winter weather is threatening more potential
problems for those planning to fly or drive. There
were 1447 delays for flights entering ar leaving the
US early in the day, with 28 cancellations. Snow was
falling early in New York and Dallas-Fort Worth
International, which is American Airlines’ main hub,
was getting hit with rain. American flights were
cleared to fly by federal requlators about one hour
after a national ground stop order was issued by the
Federal Aviation Administration. AGENCIES
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DGCA fines Akasa Air for not
compensating passengers
who were denied boarding

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday imposed a penal-
ty of 10 lakh on Akasa Air
for not paying compensa-
tion to seven passengers af-
ter denying them boarding
on its Bengaluru-Pune
flight on September 6.

Though the airline ac-
commodated them on an
IndiGo flight scheduled for
departure two hours later
the same day, the DGCA
norms require airlines to
compensate passengers if
the alternative flight 1is
more than one hour after
the original departure
time. In this case, the pas-
sengers were entitled to
200% of the basic fare, and
fuel charge up to a maxi-
mum of T10,000.

The incident pertains to
Akasa’s Bengaluru to Pune

The incident pertains to the
Akasa’s Bengaluru-Pune flight
on September 6.

flight QP 1437 that was
scheduled to take off at
8.50 p.m. The aircraft was
grounded for maintenance
and the replacement air-
craft had nine seats that
were unserviceable. As a
result, seven passengers
were denied boarding.
They were put on an Indi-
Go flight on the same route
scheduled for departure at
10.40 p.m. the same day.
“No compensation was

paid to the passengers, the-
reby failing to comply with
the provisions of CAR Sec-
tion-3, Series M, Part IV,”
the DGCA wrote in its
order.

The CAR, or Civil Avia-
tion Requirement, lays
down the amount of com-
pensation to be paid for
“denied boarding” in diffe-
rent scenarios.

The order further states
that though the regulator
raised a requisition for
compensation for passen-
gers, the airline contested
it on the ground that they
were denied boarding ow-
ing to “reasons beyond the
control of the airline”.

Following the DGCA or-
der, Akasa Air said in a
statement, “We continue
to work closely with the
DGCA to address this mat-
ter and enhance our proto-
cols as required by the
regulator”.
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'IndiGo to fly112mn
passengers in 24’

nadit o expects to carry 112 million passengers
I in 2(¥24 and is on the way io become a

leading plaver in global aviation, its chiel
Pieter Elbers has said.

In 2024, TodiGio Dew over 100 million
passenEeTs.

India is one of the workd's fastest-growinge
civil mviation markets and IndiGo, which has a
domestic market share of 63.6%, isalso
expanding ifs international network.

In & statement 1o P17 on the outloogfor
2325, CEO Elbers said A321 X1 Bswillbe
arriving mext year.

These narrow-bhody planes have a longer
range and will hedp the sirline tostan longer
duration direct international flights.

IndiGo his a et of over 400 aircraft and
alsn placed an order for 30 wide body A350
SO0 widebodies

Elbers said that the airline is onits way o
becoming one of the global leaders. PTI
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DGCA imposes fine of
10 lakh on Akasa Air

MUMBAL Aviation regula-
tor DGCA has slapped a Rs
10 lakh penalty on Akasa Air
for failing to provide timely
compensation to some pas-
sengers who were denied
boarding at Bangalore air-
port in September, accord-
ing to a source.

Earlier this month, some
pilots had also flagged con-
cerns about training at the
carrier, which has termed the
allegations as baseless.

The latest action by the
DGCA pertains to the denial
of boarding of seven passen-
gers who had booked a flight
from Bangalore to Pune on
September 6. The aircraft,

which was to operate the
flight, was grounded due to
foreign object damage and
replacement aircraft had nine
non-operational seats as a
result of which seven passen-
gers were denied boarding,
the source said on Tuesday.

Later, the passengers were
moved to an Indigo flight
with a scheduled departure
time of 2240 hours which was
more than one hour of the
scheduled departure time of
the actual Akasa flight.

The source said that no
compensation was paid to the
passengers which was non-
compliance with DGCA
NOrms. l
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NEARLY 12% MORE COMPARED TO YEAR-AGO PERIOD

Indian airlines flew 1.42 cr
domestic travellers in Nov

In October this year, domestic passenger stood at 1.36 cr

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines
carried 1.42 crore passengers
on domestic routes in Novem-
ber, nearly 12 per cent more
compared to the year-ago
period, amid rising air traffic
demand.

In terms of domestic mar-
ket share, IndiGo topped the
list with a 63.64 per cent pie,
followed by Air India (24.37
per cent), Akasa Air (4.73 per
cent) and Spicefet (3.11 per
cent). While all these carriers
saw their share rise, the share
of Alliance Air was unchanged
at 0.68 per cent in November,
according to the latest data
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during Jan-
uary-November 2024 were
1,464.02 lakh as against
1,382.34 lakh during the cor-
responding period of the previ-
ous year thereby registering an
annual growth of 5.91 per cent
and monthly growth of 11.90
per cent,” the watchdog said in
its monthly report.

Domestic air passenger
traffic was at 142.52 lakh in
November compared to 127.36
lakh in the same period a year
ago.

In October this year,
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domestic passenger stood at
1.36 crore.

Air India completed the
merger of full service carrier
Vistara with itself in November.

The On Time Performance
(OTP) of scheduled domestic
airlines — computed for the
four metro airports at Banga-
lore, Delhi, Hyderabad, and
Mumbai — took a beating in
November.

IndiGo’s OTP stood at 74.5
per cent while that of Akasa
Air and SpiceJet touched 66.4

per cent and 62.5 per cent,
respectively.

The OTP of Air India and
Alliance Air were at 58.8 per
cent and 58.9 per cent, respec-
tively, the data showed.

Further, the data revealed
that 2,24,904 passengers were
affected by delays in November.
Carriers shelled out nearly Rs
2.90 crore towards facilitation.

Last month, a total of 624
passenger-related complaints
were received by the scheduled
domestic airlines.

» Dcmesilc murket shnre
of IndiGo topped list
with a 63.6%, followed
by Air India (24.37%),
Akasa Air (4.7 3%),
Spicelet (3.11%), while
Alliance Air's share was
unchanged at 0.68%

» Last month, a total
of 624 passenger-
related complaints were
received by scheduled
domestic airlines

» As many as 3,539
passengers were denied
boarding & amount of
Rs 2.84 crore was spent
towards compensation

As many as 3,539 passen-
4gers were denied boarding
in November and an amount
of Rs 2.84 crore was spent by
airlines towards compensation
and providing facilities in this
regard.

The data showed that 27,577
passengers were impacted by
flight cancellations for which
airlines incurred expenses to
the tune of Rs 36.79 lakh as
compensation and in extend-
ing facilities.
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IndiGo expects to carry
112 mn passangaors In 24
Mumbat indiGo expects to carry

102 million passenger in 2024
and will become a leading player
in global aviation, its chief Pieter

Eltvers sakd. In 2023, the allins

flew ower 100 million passengers.
Its domestic market sham of
B316%, & expanding its
nternational network. ENS
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Domestic air passenger traffic rises 12 per
cent in November, IndiGo leads market share

-
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Indi:m airlines carried 1.42
crore passengers on
domestic routes in November,
nearly 12 per cent more
compared to the year-a %
period, amid rising air traf
demand.

In terms of domestic market
share, IndiGo topped the list
with a 63.6 per cent pie,
followed by Air India (24.4 per
cent), Akasa Air (4.7 per cent)

and Spicefet (3.1 per cent).
While all these carriers saw

their share rise, the share of

Alliance Air was unchanged at
0.7 per cent in November,
according to the latest data
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

“Passengers  carried by
domestic  airlines during
January- November 2024 were
1,464.02 lakh as against
1,382.34 lakh during the
corresponding period of the
previous  year  thereby

istering an annual grow

of 5.91 per cent and monthly
growth of 11.90 per cent,” the
watchdog said in its monthly

report.

Domestic air passenger traffic
was at 14252 lakh in
November compared to

127.36 lakh in the same period
a year ago.

In October this year, domestic
passenger stood at 1.36 crore.
Air India completed the

merger of full service carrier
Vistara with  itself in
November.

The On Time Performance
{OTP) of scheduled domestic
airlines - computed for the
four metro airports at
Bangalore, Delhi, Hyderabad,
and Mumbai - took a beating
in November. IndiGos OTP
stood at 74.5 per cent while
that of Akasa Air and Spicefet
touched 66.4 per cent and 62.5
per cent, respectively.

The OTP of Air India and
Alliance Air were at 58.8 per
cent and 589 per cent,
respectively, the data showed.
Further, the data revealed that
2,24.904 ASSCNEErs  Were
affected Ei]l ila s in
November. Carriers shclled
out nearly Rs 2.90 crore
towards facilitation.

Last month, a total of 624
passenger-related complaints
were received by the scheduled

domestic airlines.
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Air traffic

B NEW DELHI: Indian air-
lines earrvied 1.42 crore
passengers on domestic
routes in November,
nearly 12 per cent more
compared to the yearago
period, amid rising air
traffic demand. In terms
of domestic market
share. rm
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Plane With 67 On Board Crashes

In Kazakhstan, At Least 38 Dead

29 Survivors In Hospital; Azerbaijan Prez Says Bad Weather Could’ve Led To Route
Change; Russian 0ff|{:|als Say PI|UtS leely Dlverted Due To Bird-Hit Emergency

Moscow: An Azerbaijani air-
liner with 67 people, including
five crew members, onboard
crashed Wednesday near the
Kazakhstani city of Aktau,
killing 38 people and leaving 29
survivors,a Kazakh official sa-
id. Deputy PM Kanat Bozum-
baev disclosed the figures whi-
le meeting with Azerbaijani
officials, the Russian news
agency Interfax reported.

The Embraer 190 was en ro-
ute from the Azerbaijani capi-
tal of Baku to the Russian city
of Grozny in the North Cauca-
sus when it was diverted and
attempted an emergency land-
ing 3km from Aktau, Azerbai-
jan Airlinessaid. Speakingata
news conference, Azerbaijani
President ITham Aliyev said th-
at it was too soon to speculate
on the reasons, but said that
the worsening weather condi-
tions could have forced the pla-
ne to change from its planned
course. Russia’s civil aviation
authority, Rosaviatsia, said
that preliminary information
showed that the pilots diverted
to Aktau after a bird strike led
to an emergency on board.

Kazakhstan's emergency
ministry said in a statement
that a total of 29 survivors, in-
cluding two children, were be-
ing treated at a nearby hospi-
tal. Accordingto Kazakh offici-
als, those aboard the plane in-
cluded 42 Azerbaijani citizens,
16 Russian nationals, six Ka-
zakhs and three Kyrgyzstan
nationals. Azerbaijan’s prose-
cutor general’s office previo-
usly said that 32 of the 67 peo-

A drone view of the crash site near the city of Aktau, Kazakhstan
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ple on board had survived the descent before smashing into

crash, but said the number
wasn't final. AP could not im-
mediately reconcile the diffe-
rence between the numbers of
survivors given by Kazakh-
stan and Azerbaijani officials.

Mobile phone footage cir-
culating online appeared to sh-
ow the aircraft making a steep

the ground in a fireball. Other
footage showed part of itsfuse-
lage ripped away from the wi-
ngs and the rest of theairecraft,
lying upside in the grass. The
footage corresponded to the
plane’s colours and its regi-
stration number. Some of the
clips posted online showed sur-

- 'r'h
S =
Lo,

~H vivors dragging fellow passe-

ngersaway from the wreckage.
Data from  FlightRa-
dar24.com showed the aircraft
making what appeared to be a
figure-right once nearing the
airport in Aktau, its altitude
moving up and down substan-
tially over the last minutes of
the flight before impacting the
ground. FlightRadar24 sepa-
rately said the aircraft had fa-
ced “strong GPS jamming”,
which “made the aircraft
transmit bad ADS-B data”, re-
ferring to the information that
allows flight-tracking websi-
tes to follow planes in flight.
Russia has been blamed in the
past for jamming GPS trans-
missions in the wider region.
Radarjammingisoftenusedto
defend an area against drones.
Authorities in two Russian re-
gions adjacent to Chechnya,
Ingushetia and North Ossetia,
reported dronestrikes on Wed-
nesday morning. It was not im-
mediately clear whether this
played any role in the crash.
Azerbaijan Airlines said it
would suspendflights between
Baku and Grozny, as well as be-
tween Bakuand Makhachkala
in Russia’s North Caucasus,
until its probe is over. Kazakh-
stani, Azerbailjani and Russi-
an authorities said they were
investigating the crash.
Russian President Vladim-
ir Putin expressed condolenc-
es. Aliyev, the president of Az-
erbaijan, had decided toreturn
home from Russia where he
had been due toattend a summ-
it on Wednesday. ap,ReuTers & NYT
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