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HC denies govt
bid to resume
aviation land

VUUINI
VAMSHIDHAR | DC
HYDERABAD, NOV. 24

The Telangana High Co-
urt has set aside the gov-
ernment's resumption
order pertaining to 9 ac-
res of land in Survey No.
26 of Kancha Gachibow-
li village, Serilingampa-
lly mandal, Ranga Reddy
district, which was orig-
inally alienated in favo-
ur of the civil aviation
ministry in 1966-67 for
installation of a VOR ra-
dio-navigational facility
The state government,
through the tahsildar of
Serilingampally, issued
proceedings in February
2008 for resumption of
the land on the ground
of failure to utilise it.
Despite earlier resump-
tion proceedings having
been set aside by the
court in January 2008,
the then state govern-
ment went ahead once
again within a month to
resume the land and iss-
ued fresh resumption or-
ders by allegedly prepar-
ing unauthentic pan-
chanama reports. The
Aldrports Authority of
India (AAI), a part of the
civil aviation ministry,
challenged the resump-
tion orders issued by the
government.

Justice N.V. Shravan
Kumar, while setting asi-
de the resumption pro-
ceedings, faulted the go-
vernment's high-hand-
edness in issuing the
orders. He questioned
how the government co-
uld proceed with resu-
mption without possess-
ing a single revenue re-
cord related to the origi-
nal alienation or a con-
veyance deed.

The judge pulled up
revenue authorities for
preparing three false
panchanamas attached
to the resumption orde-
IS, purportedfy docume-
nting the possession of
the land. Justice Shrav-
an Kumar examined the
three panchanamas da-
ted 25-1-2008, 2B-2-2008
and 3-3-2008 and said, on
each occasion different
panchas were assigned
and that no notice was
given to the AAI before
taking physical posses-
sion. The judge reiterat-
ed the essentials of a
valid panchanama, whi-
ch must bear the signa-
tures of the panchas, the
person preparing the pa-
nchanama and the lan-
downer or interested pe-
rson. In this case, no no-
tices were served upon
the AAl and their signa-
tures were not takens,



AIRPUH s AUI HC‘F’#T ’I’ UF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAER UJALA DELHI 26 MNOVENMBEER 2025

AT TR 33M A
& fore daR, st git

&R 316 fafere eferee RyaaiRé & o1 fAftamor g

T fadn A sed
THE A3 T | T Grean
F1 00 8 7 = e o
ofquys fasnfedt (asm) =0
fe e ol # grEn W
gt e e F o
b S e
wEEE = e o

vEw F agwiaiee o gad
¥ i AuE HTe
FEE AT T TH AW A
famrm wefreerem (i)
H 1 e e 1 S )
AT T |

1 3 T T W e
W AA AR HE O A
form | 7t o ST T e
TE | $HE e S HE R
B AE A" F Eaam 9ren)
am 3 dfdn F1a gu At a

it = w oft
HRER 2t =

e vas | vEign s
27 1wt wieE e
a1 A T F WA
T | = T R TR O
¥ il i e 7 W
w1 % € = e Sl
i Hre we F HE
wﬁfﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂml

=71 st fafa

o= i

= &M 3 A

= =7 g
mﬁliuqm?lzmﬁmﬁ

A =1 g B W om ) -

vielz wfean, Arem s,

mmmm

o A A A A"
At T formn

AIUET § eI &
I % 915 T
1 fdtegor 40 iy
SITET) W A st
¥ Fpmiaan F1 A0E F
wEAa Frwy § FEEe g
| 39 s e A e
a0 sroAm ) I wO
#I‘I"HEEFWU""IW
T R 0| g e
ufers, miteem g g &
SfeFRT AT o W E
HETA A A
FEwiFan ®1 vF an 5 e
o &) At snferme &
w1 e T A
T A § fan e
A & IR & FE o
fr=rrr-f'naq1ﬁ

A W W ATE B "
ARUHTE F M A H
Hem 1 il e F e



AIRF‘ ORTS AUT HC!F?IT“I’ IZJF iNLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHEANDHU DELHT 26 NOVEMEER 2025

EﬁnﬁzﬁaEﬁU‘s’r

ua?qﬁé

(EWEY) | I VRN F
AT FfEEATE 27 T ] e
G EFRTARE @
A T TEY IE UEE e
T4 T8 AmE FEATEE TR
T BN | T ¥ g Him
T oE TE S S aiE o
e =17 A A & 9y
Tted Wi |

THOE s gane, Tk

SHEE w1 TEREA
FTEdE At

A= SEAIE TN w5 e
M F=E T 9 R g R
| freem S=m (AmiTE
T TEfTeTEd ) B vEEy
EaT e = SAem § ) 99
T T T | AT o
& fop T i = ===t 2026
=0 OFAT F

e F wEiad 9 T
T0 AT SeAEHE UEEE S
(Te) % wfeemfen 3 e
I TEE B OWE | OA T
TATERE IO F 99 W R R,
TEE TEA W W T E SN geen
ERtabarin e KA AR L
F FEE= # OHiEn 4 e
HEIAEN qEdz 7% w1 Uee W
AT T TR A T R

HIT= 31 & @E i
T Tgha awft
e AE H s R s
TN wEEE § e ) T
[ W TR 9gEN TR 9w

W 3% #fed O Hed 431 5as
531 3w Jifere aeo A
& teet s et
danfiat o e

& S0 w | T A i
HN FHEH T T ST
THOE EEE e (WeE) &
ufafAiee & oy 9% +91 § 99
T |
feech-raitame @ fen

T 51 SeLevEe TaIue

e TIEE A % AR
fewefl-uAdiam =+ sfem iy
TS AT F AR gH 99
A AR As= 5| A
T2 =W § 42 UATE e
1.2 THEE TOAE F T2 w1 H
e T, fod = § a5t 7
51 TR 997 | 59 &1 4 91
T & 3m wem mEn AvE
¥ Tyt mw wimas 2



AIRPORTS ALI ] HUH’!T“I’ l’JF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBAT 25 NOVEMBER 2025

SKY IS LIMIT: MUMBAI
INT’L AIRPORT HANDLES
1,036 FLIGHTS IN A DAY

1 032 fllghts

Previous benchmark

on Nov11, 2023
BREAKDOWN TR
Increased footfall
755 due tofestive season
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS
281 DOMESTIC | GLOBAL
INT'L FLIGHTS ROUTES LOCATIONS
WITH HIGH | WOOING
520 FOOTFALL | PAX
ARRIVALS — e
i ubai
516 Bengaluru Abu Dhabi
REPARTURES Ahmedabad London
Passenger Hyderabad Doha
movement Kolkata Jeddah

1.70 lakh
TOTAL FOOTFALL

Airport facilities
Self-baggage drop units,

Over 1.21 lakh self-check-in kiosks
Domestic travellers Upgraded airport
48,961 operations control centre
INT'L FLYERS . This milestone
demonstrates
MUMBAI Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahara
NUMBERS Inte rnational Alrport's capability
to handle growing volumes
86,443 efficiently, backed by robust
Passenger arrivals | systemsand streamlined
proce sses
84,045 —Spokesperson
Repartums Text: Dhairya Gajara
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Lehairporttoget geothermal cooling system

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Jammu, 24 November

Lt. Governor of Ladakh,
Kavinder Gupta,on Monday
conducted an on-site
inspection of the New
Terminal Building at Kushok
Bakula Rimpochee Airport,
Leh and reviewed the pace
of construction and
integration of modern,
sustainable technologies.
During the visit, the Lt
Governor expressed satisfaction
over the significant progress
achieved and commended
the project team for adopting
cutting-edge green technologies,
including a first-of-its-kind
geothermal temperature
-regulation system, extensive

solar integration, and
eco-sensitive architectural
planning tailored to Ladakh’s
climatic conditions. He noted
that the upcoming terminal
will stand as a benchmark
for sustainable infrastructure
in high-altitude regions.
Kavinder Guptaemphasised
that the new terminal will
not only enhance passenger
capacity and air connectivity
bt will also serve as agateway
reflecting the distinct cultural
identity of Ladakh. He
appreciated the efforts made
to incorporate traditional
Ladakhi motifs and design
elements, ensuring that the
terminal resonates with the
regions heritage while offering
world-class travel amenities.

The Lt Governor highlighted
that the project aligns closely
with Ladakh's vision of
becoming a carbon-neutral
Union Territory, and said
that the airport’s modern
green features demonstrate
the UT Administration’s
commitment to innovation,
environmental stewardship,
and high-quality public
infrastructure. Reviewing
key components such as
passenger facilities, safety
systems, terminal layout, and
airside works, Gupta urged
the officials to keep the
momentum high and complete
the project within the stipulated
timeline to meet the growing
travel demands of Ladakh.

Project Director, A.

Umashankar, briefed the Lt
Governor on the operational
features of the new terminal,
including aerobridges,
automated systems, enhanced
passenger circulation areas,
and increased departure
gates. He reaffirmed that
the terminal is targeted for
completion by April-May
2026.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
INFORMATION WANTED
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For 13 years, city airport’s castaway craft

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: Calentta airport
has finally bid goodbye to an
unwanted guest, a hulking
Boeing B737-200 that its
owner Alr India had forgot-
ten for 13 vears.

Sources said the airline
only recently realised that
one of its aircraft had been
Iving abandoned in Calcutta
sinee 2012 and decided to
sell it

They said the 43-vear-old
alrcraft was sold through an
agent and, the week before
last, ferried by road to Ben-
gilurn where it will be used
for the ground tradning of

alr crew,

Air India paid more than
71 crore to Caleutia airport
as cumulative “charges” for
the Boeing's 13-year stay,
officials said.

They added that two
more “unclaimed” aivceraft
— ATR-72s belonging to Al
liance Air —had been lying
at Calcutta airport for the
past five years or so.

The Boelng — converted
into a cargo plane in 2007
and deregistered in 2013 —
was first kept in a hangar at
Calcutta aivport. Eventual-
Ly, it was parked on a patch
of earth beside the tarmac
at the airport’s southeast-
ern corner, without a roof
over its head.

The Boeing B727-200 at Caleutta airport before the airoraft

was sold

Campbell Wilson, Alr aireraft (VI-EHH), which
India CEO and managing had been grounded since
director, wrote an internal 2012, Though disposal of
message about the aircraft an old aircrafi is not unu-
on November 21. sul, this one is — forit's

“Dear collengues, lnst an aireraft that we didn't
week, we completed the sale | even know we owned until
and transfer of a B737-200 recently ™ Wilson wrote,

“It tramspires that, many
vears hefore privatisation,
this aircraft had been de-
commissioned in order to
operate for India Post and
was omitted from many doc-
ments.

“Owver time, it was lost
from memory and only
came to light when our
firiends at Kolkata Alrport
informed us of its presence
in a (very) remote parking
bay and asked us to remove
it! After verifving that it
was indeed ours, we've now
done so —and in so doing
removed another old cob-
wich firom our closet!™

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 p

Castaway craft
at airport

b FROM PAGE 1

Alr Indin, Wilson &add, has so
far disposed of 30 obsolete air-
craft and associated engines
across multiple feets (B747,
AJ1N, Ad¥l, B7a7), The last one
0 go was a B744, long parked
in Mumbal.

“One flew off last year,
two have already been decon-
structed onsite, and the final
one will start being disassem-
bled spon,” Wilson wrote,

“I1 15 always sad to see alr-
craft go, and the B747s espo-
clally so, bt thoy have sorvid
Adr India well and must make
way for newer technology,
(Underscoring this point, just
as the last B744 disappears in
Tage December, our frst [ingft
BTRTE will arrive In Tndke to
CarTy O s proud leeaeyty

“ A g thank you o every-
one In Enginearing, Finance,
Commerdial and others for
Artving this o compladon "

Sources sald the Bosing
had Deen delivered to the erst-
while Indtan Atriines in Sep-

temriber 1962 and later aased by
Alltanee Alrin February 1098

It was returnsd to Indian
Alrlines asa fralghter in July
2007, In Augnst HK7T, the atr-
oraft came i Alr India's pos-
session when Indian Alrlines
was merged with i, the soure-
&5 dded.

“The directorate-generil
of civil aviation deregistored
the aircraft in 2003, We wrode
sevaral letters to Alr Indla to
tako the alrcraft away. Recont-
1y, Afr India got in touch with
us,” i sonior officiia] at Calout-
ta alrport saitl.

The Tata Group acquired
AlrTodla In Jantary 2022 Cal-
cutts alrport officlals sald thit
during the portod the alrilne
Wasowned by the government,
115 gt Tl stmply -
nored thelr letters

“Now we have to (eal with
the twa ATR atreradt,” an air-
piort officlil sald

Thase two planes are
parked at o remote 1oeation
on the alypary’s southwestern
=iila
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Air India to witness tangible
changes mn 2026: CEO Wilson

NEW DELHI, Nov 24:
Months after the deadly
Dreamliner crash in Ahmeda-
bad that claimed 241 lives on
board and several others on
ground, followed by several
other setbacks this year, Air In-
dia CEO Campbell Wilson on
Monday said that the airline is
set to witness tangible changes
in 2026.

Terming 20126 as ‘the year of
change’ for the company, Wil-
son announced changes across
the group's fleet, in-flight up-
grades including the menu with
fine-dining plating and person-
alized attention in business
class, and enhanced lounge ex-
perience. “The vear 2026 will
be the year of change for Air
India. Tangible things will roll
out,” Wilson said, while speak-
ing to reporters at its Air India
Training Academy in Guru-
gram. “More than 50 per cent
of Air Indias widebody fleet
will be modern by the end of
2026, More than 85 per cent of
the narrowbody fleet now fea-
tures the new product. In 2026,
the new and retrofitted fleet
will be complemented by en-
hanced in-flight experiences
and lounges,” he added.

Noting that Air India contin-

ues to invest in building the
aviation ecosystem, Wilson in-
formed that 82 per cent of Air
India’s narrowbody fleet will
now be modem. In the case of
the widebody fleet, 57 per cent
will have modern interiors by
the end of 2026, It will also dou-
ble to 36 by the end of 2026.
The retrofit of 50 Air India
Express B737-8 aircraft will be
completed by mid-2026. “The
first two retrofitted B787-8 will
return in Q1 2026, while ret-
rofit of all 26 legacy B787-8 s
expected to be completed by
mid-2027,” the CEO said.
“First line-fit B787-9 will
arrive by the end of 2025. Six
new widebody (A350-1000
and B787-0) aircraft and at least

20 narrowbody aircraft will ar-
rive by the end of 2026, he
added.

Currently, the total weekly
international flights with the
upgraded aircraft are 52 per
cent, which is expected to rise
by 81 per cent by the end of
CY26, Wilson said. Similarly,
from the current 80 per cent
domestic flights with a new
experience, it will rise to 96
per cent by 2026. The airline is
also expected to have the wid-
est connectivity to 800 cities
across the world from India via
110 codeshare and interline

S

He added that about 2,000
cabin crew are being upskilled
every month. - JANS
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Regional carrier F1y91 selects Hyderabad as second hub

—
Rohit Vaid
Meavr Dalhi

Regional airline Fly9l has
identified Hyderabad as its
second hub after Goa’s Man-
char International Airport as
the carrier seeks to expand
its presence.

Speaking to businessline,
Fly91's Managing Director
and CEO Manoj Chacko said
the airline will base its next
few aircraft in Hyderabad.

“Operations have already
started with one ATR air-
craft. Another ATR iz expec-
ted to be inducted soon into
the fleet by year-end. It will
also be stationed at Hydera-

" b

Manaoj Chacko, MD and CED,
Fiy31

bad,” he revealed. In addi-
tion, he said the airline plans
to station four to five aircraft
in Hyderabad before pursu-
ing further expansion. At
present, the airline operates
afleetof ATR 72-600 aircrafi.

The turboprop, which
presently seats 70 but is be-
ing retrofitted to seat up to
76 passengers, is known for
its fuel efficiency and opera-
tional flexibility.

SLOT AVAILABILITY
Besides operating regional
routes from Goa to tier-1 and
tier-I1 cities, the airline plans
to add flights to Nanded,
Hubali and Mumbai, contin-
gent upon slot availability.
“We are seriously looking
at Goa-Mumbai eonnections
and looking to connect Navi
Mumbai to various destina-
tions in the coming months.
Upcoming airlines also have
the right to fly to metros like
Mumbai,” Chacko said.

Further, Chacko, a travel
and aviation veteran, said the
airline expects to achieve
break-even in FY26.

According to him, the air-
line is well funded and has
raised 525 million so far.

“We are on our way to
profitability. Our targets will
meet the timelines as per our
current revenne,” he added.

Chacko partnered with
former Fairfax India head
Harsha Raghavan and other
professional investors o
launeh the airline.

Since launching opera-
tions 18 months ago, Flya1
has carried approximately
3.5 lakh passengers and oper-
ated over 7,500 flights.

Additionally, the airline

currently operates  daily
flights on six city pairs and a
lower frequency on a few
others.

Flv91l began full-fledged
commercial operations in
March 2024, presently con-
necting seven destinations
— (Goa, tri, Sindhudurg,
Jalgaon, g.nglaa.pur. Il}fdrra%;gd
and Bengaluru.

FIRST BASE

The airline is headquartered
inGoa and has its first base at
Manchar International Aie-
port. [t caters to destinations
within a 90-minute flying ra-
dius from Goa and operates
on both UDAN (regional
connectivity scheme) and
non-UDAN routes.
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Ethiopia volcano ash disrupts many
flights, govt says no cause for concern

SEEPAE PATEL
e Diedhi, 25 Mowerniber

Erhiopdan volcano ash conrinued o
Imgpect the airspace on Tuesday, with
several fiight cancellations, rerout-
Imgg, and delays, Aviation authoriles
Inthe country. however, assured fliers
tha there wis no canse (o codsoer at
the moment, adding these wasseam-
lesa coordination between alr traffic
controllers, Imdia Meteorological
Department, abrlines, and interns-
tonal mAdarion sgencies.

Alr Indla had 1o cance] some 13
fights, including on international
routes, since Monday as |twas carry-
I out precaurionary checks an akr-
craft that few ower reglons
potentially affected by voleande ash
from Erthiopia. Alcacs slaosabd it had
cancellad some scheduled Hights to
destinations In West Asla. IndIGo's
Kannue-Aba Dhabl Qight 661433 was
diverted to Ahmedabad on Momday
duoe o the ash cloud.

Hayl Gubbi voleane, located in
Erhiopia’'s Afar Rift, emupted on
Sunday for the first tme in more
than 10,000 years, spewing a dense
ash plume up 10 45000 feet. The

Turbulence in air
— =

_—

i AR
aE i

m Dedhi zirport saw T cancellations
and 12 delays on Tuesday

m An indiGo flight was diverted to
Ahmedabad due to the ash dowd

m Mol A satd operations remained

P — P

AV

smooth with ordy minor rerouting
m AA| ssued NOTAMs, ATCs, IMD
and airlines are coordénating
m DGCA orderad arlines to fiollow
widcanic-ash procedures

cloud drifted northeast ar 100-120
kilomerre per hour {kmph), and
enfered the Indian alrspace on
Monday evenlng.

On Tuesday afternoon, the IMD
sald Ina stavemsent that the ash cloud
was moving towards China. The
cloud was expecied to move out of

the Indian skies by late evening.

Through the day, Delhi alrpart
saw saven internatlonal fllght can-
cellations and 12 delays berween
1 AM and 6 PM owing to the ash
cliosd drifting esstward, according to
an avlation source.

In & statement, the Minlstry of

Civil avlation said flight operations
across [ndia remakned smooth with
“only a few flights rerouted or
descended asa precaution”.

Alr India posted on X (formerly
Twitter) that it had cancelled Al 106
[(Mewark-Delhi), Al 102 (Mew York-
Drelhl], Al 2204 [Dubal-Hyderabad),
Al 200 (Doha-Muombal), Al 2212
(Dubal-Chennal ), AT zso] DEmmsa-
Mumbai] and Al 2284 {Doha-Dalhi)
on  Monday. For Tuesday, the
airling cancelled AT 2822 (Chennal-
Murha|), Alzg66 (Hyderabad-Dedhl),
AL 2444/2445 (Mumbal-Hyderahad-
Mk and Al 247102472 (Munmbai-
Kolkata-Mumbaiy

The alrline sald its ground teams
across the nerwork were keeplng pas-
sengers updated and providing
Immediate assistance, Including
hored aceommodation. AIsald i was
muaking “every effort to arrange alter-
native travel at the earliese”, adding
that the safery of ls passengers and
crew members remalned ks highest
pricrity.

The Alrports Aurhority of India
[AAT} —which manages the ATCs —
has issued the necessary nothos to
airmen (NOTAM) and all affected

Might= have been kept Informed, the
civll aviathon minksory noted.

“Operations across Indla remain
smooth, with only a few flights
rerouted or descended as a pre-
catthon. There is nocanse o conoerm
arthismoment, We contlimse to momnd-
tor the situation closely and will pro-
vide timely updates o ensure
passengersafery,” iraddad.

On Mondsy, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Clvii Aviation had directed air-
limes woadjust Aight ptanning and fuel
Intake and to "strictly® avold ash-
affected regions and altimdes.

In its directive, the aviafon
regulatos had sald airlines must
ensure that flight crew and alreraft
engineers follow the prescribed
procedures for operathons in and
around volcanic ash. “Adrdines must
mainmain coninuous monitesng of
the simuation. Any suspected ash
encounier must be immediately
reparted,” the DGCA had sakd.

As for the volcano ash, It had
covered parts of Pakistan and north-
em India after crossing Yemen and
Oman of Tuesday, news agencies
reported, quoting Flightradarzg, a
flight tracking website.
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Ethiopia volcano diverts IndiGo flight to India

New Delhi, Nov 24:
Aviation regulator DGCA
on Monday issued an advi-
sory to airlines and air-
ports to deal with possible
disruptions due to the ash
plume from the volcanic
activity in Ethiopia.

Ash eclouds from the
recent eruption of the
HayliGubbi wvolecano in
Ethiopia are impacting
flight operations, and
there are reports suggest-
ing that clouds might also

be drifting towards the
western parts of India.
Akasa Air, IndiGo and
KLM are among the air-
lines that cancelled some
flights due to the ash
plume issue on Monday.
In a detailed advisory, the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
asked airlines to strictly
avoid published volcanic
ashaffected areas and
flight levels, adjust flight
planning, routing, and fuel

considerations based on
the latest advisories.

Also, airlines have been
asked to immediately
report any suspected ash
encounter, including
engine performance anom-
alies or cabin
smoke/odour,

DGCA noted that if vol-
canic ash affects airport
operations, then the opera-
tor concerned must imme-
diately inspect runways,
taxiways, and aprons.

Depending on the con-
tamination, the operations
may be restricted, and
cleaning procedures have
to be completed before
resuming movements, it
added. Among others, oper-
ators have been asked to
continuously monitor the
situation related to the vol-
canic ash cloud and stay
updated through satellite
imagery and meteorologi-
cal data, among
others."Following recent

volcanic activity in
Ethiopia and the resulting
ash plume in the sur-
rounding airspace, our
flights to and from Jeddah,
Kuwait, and Abu Dhabi
scheduled for 24th and 25th
November 2025 have been
cancelled,” Akasa Air said
in a statement.The airline
also said its teams will
continue to assess the situ-
ation in compliance with
international aviation
advisories. — PTI
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Flights cancelled as Ethiopian
volcanic ash drifts towards India

NEW DELHI, PTI: Aviation
regulator DGCA on Monday
issued an advisory to airlines
and airports to deal with pos-
sible disruptions due to the
ash plume from the volcanic
activity in Ethiopia.

Ash clouds fromtherecent
eruption of the HayliGubbi
volcano in Ethiopia are im-
pacting flight operations,and
there are reports suggesting
that clouds might also be
drifting towards the western
parts of India.

AkasaAir, IndiGoand KLM
are among the airlines that
cancelled some flights due to
the ash plume issue on Mon-
day.

In a detailed advisory, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) asked air-
lines to strictly avoid pub-
lished volcanic ash-affected
areas and flight levels, adjust
flight planning, routing, and
fuel considerations based on
the latest advisories.

Also, airlines have been
asked toreportany suspected
ash encounter, including en-
gine performance anomalies
or cabin smoke/odour.

DGCA noted that if vol-
canic ash affects airport op-
erations, then the operator
concerned must immediate-
ly inspect runways, taxiways,
and aprons.
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Al eyes 26 new
planesin 2026

GURUGRAM, PTI: Air India
Group expects to induct 26
wide-body and narrow-body
planes, and operate 81% of its
international flights with up-
graded aircraft by the end of
2026, while overall capacity
willremain almostunchanged
nextyear.

“2026 will be a year of very
visible change for Air India,
notwithstanding the head-
winds thatwehave faced in the
last few months, whether it be
Al 171 (crash) or other events,
we're continuing our capital
expenditure commitments...,”
Air India CEO and MD Camp-
bell Wilson said on Monday.

In 2026, the airline will have
lesser number of long-haul
Boeing 777 planes, as some of
the leased ones are being re-
turned, and threesuchaircraft
owned by the airline will be re-
tired from the fleet, Currently,
AirIndia Group has nearly 300
aircraft.
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DGCATightens
Rules to Tackle
Pilot Fatigue

Mumibal: Indian alrlines are now
requlred to provide training in fati-
gue management to schedulers and
dispatchers who prepare rosters for
pilots, with the aviation watchdog
seeking to strengthen measures to
addross persisting concerns over fa-
Higue pmong Ihd'«nrkp:l CIewW

Besides, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), inacircu-
Iar dated November 20, has directed
airlines to submit detailed quarter-

ly fatigue reports with

information about the

number of crew trained

on fotigue manage-

ment, how many f@atigue
reports were received, accepted or
rejected. The carriers also have to
mention reasons for relection of
any fntigue reparts,

The directions came after DGCA
found that it was not receiving fati-
gue reparts from the airlines forma-
ny months, particularly afier the
implementation of the first phase
aof the new duty perlod and rest
norms fromJuly 1

Domestic airlines, including Indi-
Go and Air India, had opposed the
implementation of the new norms
The second phase, with certain re-
laxations, of the revised norms ca-
me into foree on November 1. M
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Volcanic ash clouds flight operations Volcanicash clouds

HITIN KLMAR announced domestic  and

Several flights were cancelled and others faced delays after the
ash pimes from Ethiopla's Hayli Gub b volcano reached India

Hew Defhi, November 25

MULTIPLE FLIGHTS WERE
cancelled on Tuesday and
scveral others delayed as ash
phumes from the long-dormant
l!a}'ll{klhlﬂ\mlrmmmﬂhrrn
Ethliopia which has erupted for
the fimt Hme m more than
12 000 years, drifted into the
Inrli:nqiranrr.
Theashcloud drifted north
eastat 100-120 km per hour
{kmph] and entered India on
Muondayevening. IndiGo Splee
let, Air India. and Akasa Air

intermational fight diversions
as well cancellations,

Aiir India said on Tuesday it
has cancelled multple MHghts
et the past two daysasitwas
cartying ol pecaufionary
checksmn atrcrafit that Bewover
regicns potentially affected by
volcanic ash from Ethiopia. 1t
sald the mncellations were due
to precautionary checks on
those aircmft which had fiown
over cerialn geographical loea-
tionsafter thevol @nicerupton

Continued on Page 7

flight opserations

THE AIRLINE SATL its ground
teams across the network ae
keepmppasenpersupd ated and
providingmmediate asistance,
inchading hotel accommeda
tion It noted that it s making
"every o o arangealiermns-
tive tmvel at the

cancelled flights to Wst Asian
destinations, Uke feddah,
Kwwait, and Abn Dhal on
Movember 3dand 15,

O Toesday,the cvilan ation
minkstrysaldthe povem ment is
chosdy monl todng the siuation

and there 15 no

earliest” acding IndiGo cancelled  cawse formncern
that the snl'rt}'l:l:Jf around half a doten H; Lhc mr.'mrl:t_
118 pras se ngers an “Following  the
crew  members flights snd diverted Rovember 23 wol
remainsits highest several others cnic eruption in
priority, ] Ethiopia and the

IndiGe can eastward move
celled armend hal ment of the ash
adozen Aightsand diverted sew-  cloud, MoCA — alongwith ATC,

el others, The arline alwo sus
pended some services to West
Asia, while Dutch carrier KLM
cancelled its Amsterdam- D i
flght due to the voleande ash
plume. An IndiGo flight fmom
Kannur toAbo Cluabi was also
divent e toAlvivedabiadon Mon-
day, while a Kannur-Abu Dhabi
flight 6E1433 was diverted to
Ahmedabad

AkasaAiris also sakd to hasee

[0 1, arfanes and mternational
avintion agrncies — 5 cnsuring
seamles coordination,” it sakd.
"Operations acmss India
remaln smooth, with onlya few
Aights rerouted or descended as
a precavtion There s no cause
for eoiwceriial thils momeiat. We
continue to monitor the skua
tion chosely and will provide
timdy updates to ensure pas
sengersafety” Mol saidonX
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DGCA's new
norms to
check pilot,
crew fatigue

PRESS TRUSTOF IND LA
Humbal, Hovember 25

INDIAN AIRLIMES ARE now
required to prowide training in
E!Hp:ul:lu.ll ingedianl o hiesd-
ulersand dispatchers who pre
pare resters for pllots with the
aviation watchdog secking to
strengthen measies toaddmas
persisting concems over fatigue
amongthe cockpit crew:

il e, the Directorage Gen-
emlof CivilAviatlon (DGCALInE
arcubrdated Movember 20 has
directed airlines o submit
detalle] quiarteshy fat e reports
with information about the
number of crew tmined on
fatisuemansgement. howmany
fatigue reparts wens recebved,
acceprted orrojocted Thecamiors
alsn havet omenti oneeasons for
mepetiomotany fatigue reports,

Asource sald the directions
ame atter DCGE A found that it
wis Dot recelving fatioue reparts
from the airlines for many
momths, particularty after the
implementation of the frs
phasrafthenewduty pedod and
rest norms from july 1L Domestic
airfines, incloding IndiGo and
TataGroup-owned Adrindia had
initialty opposed the implermen
tathonofthenewnorms Thesec-
onvdl phase, with certain relax
ations, of the revised nommecume
into e from Novermber 1,
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Narrow escape after Afghan jet’'srunway blunder

FPJ News Service
MUMEAL

A major aviation mishap was
nmarrowly avoided at Delhis
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on Sunday when an
Ariana Afghan Airlines flight
from Kabul mistakenly
landed on the wrong rumwvay
— one that was simulta-
neously being used for
another aircraft’s mke-off. A
senior DGCA official con-
firmed that a full investiga-
tion is under wav.

Flight FG-311, an A310 air-
craft, had been cleared to
land on runway 291, How-
ever, the pilots brought it

down on rumway 29R instead.

According to the pilot-in-
command (PIC), the aircraft
lost its Instrument Landing
Swstemn (ILS) signal at around
4nautical miles from touch-
down, Without lateral gui-
dance and facing poor
visibility, the aincraft veered
right and the captain
executed avisual landing on
2R,

The ILS, a crucial preci-
sion-guidance system used
for landings in poor weather
or low visibility, reportedly

malfunctioned at a critical
phase. The PIC stated that
both onboard ILS systems
failed after the Final Ap-

proach Fix, leaving the crew
without relinble alignment
support. He also told invest-
gators that the Delhi tower
did not alert the cockpit
about the deviation during
approach.

ATC records, however,
show that the pilots had
clearly acknowledged land-
ing clearance for runway 29L
only. It was onlv after touch-
down that the captain real-
ised he had landed on the
adjacent runway, the DGCA
official said

The PIC attributed the
runway mix-up to the ILS
failure and the resulting loss
of lateral guidance in chal-
lenging visibility conditions.
Investigators are now exam-
ining whether the fault lay
with the aircraft’s ILS svs-
tem or other operational
factors.

No injuries were reported,
but the incident has raised
serious guestions about navi-
gational reliability and air-
traffic oversight at one of the
country’s busiest air ports,
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Air India expects to induct 26
new planes in 2026, says CEO

GURUGRAM
—_—

Air India Group expects to
induct 26 wide-body and nar-
row-body planes, and operate
81 per cent of its international
flights with upgraded aircraft
by the end of 2026 while over-
all capacity will remain almost
unchanged next year.

"2026 will be a year of very
visible change for Air India,
notwithstanding the head-
winds that we have faced inthe
last few months, whether it be
Al 171 (crash) or other events,
we're continuing our capital
expenditure commitments..,”
Ailr India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson said on

A
K

e N
Monday In his first official
media briefing after the fatal
Dreamliner plane crash on
June 12, Wilson talked about
new planes induction trajec-
tory aircraft retrofit efforts,
upgradation initistives, supply
chain woes, plane crash, US
travel demand, pilots and pas-
senger loyalty programme.

US travel demand takes a
hit Camphell Wilson

Air India has tmken a hit in
travel demand to the US due o
varows factors, including air-

space curbs, but the situationis
transitory, and the airline is
very confident about the mar-
ket's long-term prospects, its
chief Wilson said on Monday

North Americais aleyinter-
national segment for the Tata
Group-owned Air India, which
is working on revamping its
legacy fleet that includes
Boeing 777 planes. To a query
on whether travel demand to
the US has been impacted, the
aidine’s CEO and MD replied
in the affirmative.

Wilson on Monday said
interim compensation has
been given to 95% of the
families that were affected by
the plane crash in June this
vear.
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Volcano ash passes over India,
impacts aviation but not AQI

Jayashres Mandi amd

W R R PR Tl O3

NEW DELHE Tha varst windlormae
cicud of volcanic ash released
during hMonday's enspiion (o
Erhivpis swepd acenss e Indian
lanilisass on Tursday, mssing
wver Gujorat, Rajosthan, NCH,
Uiinr Pradesh, Bthar and the
neditenss Before advancing
tnwanl China. the Indis Mteor-
alogion| Deparement (ML) sid.
T plume traced an extraordi
nnry Wigh-altitude frojectary
acroas West Asia ard Endin. but
It= impact on Dethi's alresdy
make alr reemained neglig be,
alliciahs siid.

Awiatiom, however, bare the
hrumt. As on Mondey, several
Mighes ware cancelled, deaysl
af diveited s 3 precaiitsn will
arrlimes and avimtion authardiies
responding to fasr-changing
ippeer-air condlians

Carried by sirosg westerly
winds i the atmasphere,
the plume initlally trovetied
scives Yo, Oiman aiid the
Armbian Sen before enteriog
Inddian sirspace aver the coun-
Iy s Western coast in Guamt
aew] Rapsban aroumnd 630pm
an Monday. By llpm, it outer
edige had reached Delhi ag atti
tudes harmeon Sl and Sim,
oomlituing iB fapil sasnwand
wwerp through Tussdiy

INED i chat, ms of 1K) pm,
mclliie imagery st he ask
plume hod completely oited
Inatin. “These ash partades are
maoving nf B-15am shove e s
I, a thas miain b et was o6
wvinting operations over Delld,
Kt e Mumnhai, Thene wis
i impict o thie surface of the
wizil licT 'E-:Il'i: ""Tn?:i"ij
expUEy Lise ol Eliat Beight
wimd speeds are 100-158) knph -
the maricles move mwoy belor
they cam senile” sabd 18D
director genemt M Mohaguira

T & Wiy Tosdary, 1M D xaid
i plume Foad largedy exiied
Iraflia, escep Bor o IBd g sl

A plume’s journey

The ash came from Ethiopia’s Hay Gubbi volcana,
whith erupted for the first time in 12000 years

m;&?.HLETE 7mmuuum- |4unm5mw
o

Nowv 23, Tpm

&

over i pomthenst. Fightapera
wns acrss muliple secons
waere dlisnupied. Airlanes began
muncedling Mights lme Monday,
afterthe INrectorair General of
Civll Aywiantian Bsien] n advisory
warning ol posshie lnzands in
nircraftengines. Key air roaies
neroms northwest ndia were
olficied, IndiGe's Kannur-Abu
Dinabi service was divirted to
Ahmnedabasd tnavaid the plume

Alr Imilln, which caneelled
eevem Mlghis on Mailay,
scrappud four more on Toesday,
incacing Chennui-Mumba and
Ehwlernbed:Delhl services. Ina
staternenl. e airlioe sald the
cncelbtions were precaution-
ary. “We mme crrying out checks
o mirevedt h flew over corain
pivragrhics] ik bons dler the

Huyli Giubbi voleanic erpbon,”
T amkd an X. A Dwelhits Gl e
e, seven iivtermational Mghis
weerpcancriled amd 12 detoved by
tpam Tuescay, officisls sid.

Al Abr czimoeled s inter-
matinmal pervices 1o mmd from
Jeddah, Kvwait and Aba Dhabi
on Movember 24 and 25, affect
L sarvernl Gaill-hemnid posson-
s,

The Union ministry of chl
vl sk i was conndinaling
chascly witli alr praflle oofmel
MR, mirimes and ghobal maation
agencies. “AA] has ivsued ibe
mecesgary NOTAM and all
alficiod Mights kave been ki
imfermedl.. Dperations remain
smooiky, with only o few ighs
rermied or desconiod a6 i pre
canilian,” it sild on X Despie

Nov 24, 1Tpm

initial fears chat she msh cloud
might venraen joll ution in Deinl,
HEprEseni was Bapoy defeda-
hizat ol beved. Dedhi's AQH
wis 300 at Lpm Mondiay when
e s firs skimimd (b gy
Ty gom Tesemaluny. it Bl i ped
10 343, ncoording to the Centml
Pedlution Contral  Hoard's
national bullitin

HT's analysis of real-fime
muondtoring dets showed only
minir, inconsisies [Manistions,
Al Mandic Marg, PMIS rose
from [73 pgim® at Hpn-to B85
ugm ai midnight, then onched
I8 p'm™ wi Jnm, 50, levels
showid a befel rise [rom 413
ugm® o GLE pgim®. At Anand
Vithar, PMZLA incressed from 38
AR 352 i ot midighe,
whdle 50, s alighily Iram 02

Nov 25, 5am

pam® 1258 pgim®, At Pumjabi
Bagh, PMZ.5 climhod [rom 306
et 5o 45 et even o 50,
i ppetl—showmg o clear pal-
tem atiribeewbie inthe phame
Pral Abhieswy Goel, Faoslny
of Envirmmenial Studics an
FLAME Llniversity, sabd the axh
clonid was travelling al eleve
thoies betwoen 27NN aesd S0,INKD
feet—&ir abave the tropaipheric
laver where Delhi’s pallsticn
aconmulases. “Mosr pallistents
Wi derlriaiate DelhiFz air aie
comlined to the lower Kivers of
the atnnsplsere. This osh dlond
s in the siramsphere. Aliksousgh
heavier particlis imay eventually
ary depoastion b mone
likely toafect soil, vegetationar
wailer odies chea | mumstiane air
quality.”
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Flights cancelled for checks,
ash cloud now beyond India

Jayashree Nandi
Snd Bdney Canaiok
letteruBtindustarhmed com

NEW DELHI: The volcanic ash
cloud from Ethiopia’s Hayi Gubbi
solcano moved beyond Indfa after
sweeping across the country on
Tuesday, while airlines said they
wiene conducting safety checks on
aircraft that may have flown
through the affected afrspace,
officials said.,

Satellive imagery showed the
ash plume had exited Indian air-
space by 1(E30pm. the India Mete-

orological Department said. The
cloud, travelling at altitudes
between nine and 15 kilometres,
had passed over Gujarat, Rajast-
han, the National Capital Region,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and the
northeast before advancing
toward China.

Airlines cancelled and delayed
dozens of flights asa precaution-
ary mensure after the Directorate
General of Cid) Aviation bssueed an
advisory waming of possible haz-
ards o aircraft engines from vol-
canic ash. Air India cancelled
seven flights an Monday and four

more on Tuesday, including
Chennai-Mumbai and Hydera-
had-Delhi services. The airling
said it was conducting checks on
aireraft that few over certuin geo-
graphical areas after the eruption.

“Weare curving out checks on
aircraft that flew over certain geo-
eraphical locations after the Hayli
Gubbi voleanic eruption,” Alr
India said in a statement.

Key air routes across north-
west India were affected. IndiGo's
Kannur-Abu Dhabi service was
diverted to Ahmedabad o avoid
the plume. 1
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Aviation and the ash factor

Airlines on Tuesday grounded some planes for precautionary inspections after ash from Ethiopia’s Hayli
Gubbi volcano drifted across the Arabian Sea into Indian airspace. While such disruptions are relatively
rare, the aviation industry treats volcanic ash with extreme caution — for good reason. Here's why

HAS IT HAPPENED BEFORE?

Yo, The mest dramatic demarmstration of these

WHAT ASH CAN DO R |
Sl

The micrascops partices pose unigue
dangers to jet engines that aren't
immediately obwious tn passengers or
even Flight oews.

4 . Volcanic ash consists
qg} , Of tiny fragments of
L 3

-| When sucked lnta et sngine
operating at te
exceeding 1.400°C these |
particies behave uifﬁrl‘ntly
from ordinary dust.

dangers accurmed on June M, 182 when British
Airways Flight 009 flew through an ash dioud
This molten material can from Indonesia’s Mount Galunggung volcano.
Cagtan Eric Moody and bis crew wers fiying a
Boeing M7 with 247 passengers from Kuaa lumpu

mm::ﬁ:tﬂ 10 Perth when, at J7000 feel, they noticed 5t Bmo's
i all aff fire — a stafic electricity dscharge. Then, one by

S S ane, all four Ralis-foyce engines failed and the
alroraft became a glider. A%ter 15 minutes withoun
poveer, having descended 1o 12,000 feet, the
P evgines restarted. Enough malten ash had wlidified
e TTT [T and broken off to aliow them to function agsn
The aircratt landed sabely n Sakarta, though ong
engine fasled agam during landing.
bade tips had been h“nd o

tips gro

windireen was w0 badly MWM the crew
had to Eind using side windows for visibiliby.

Volcanic Ash Centras . & Guldelbnes for safe ash
THE l-Ests iy wmmmm 2 coniEntration levels [thaugh
s Inbafly and track ey tians
LEARNT mu yand tra even low oamnirations on

Thie BA D09 incident, abong with | e

similar encounters in the 1980s and ~ * Clear protoculs for Tlight * Requirements for engine
l!‘l'ﬂr!mm#mh:hm:sl:n route afterations when 3vh i mmmmm

THE BD"TGM LI-N Maderm sviation now kit ol fyitémd 106 manags tha dak. Mine WA mon lor eruptiond globally, idsuling reasl-tme alems Pilals
gt ash dowd location updates and can rerouts in sdvance. And prcautionary checks ook for, and rsle oat, exactly what can go wrong
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e AVIATION

Hayli Gubbi: Why volcanic
ashis dangerous for aircraft

=T e/ A

SUKALP SHAR!

THE ERUPTION of the Hayli Gubbi vol-
cano in Ethiopia on Sunday dismipted air-
line schedules in variouscountries, includ-
ing India. Some flights were cancelled, a
numberofothers faced delays, whilea few
had to be diverted. India’s aviation safety
regulator, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), on Monday issued an ur-
gentoperational advisory to all Indian air-
lines asking themtostrictly avoidvolcanic
ash-affected areas and flight altitudes. It
also directed carriersto immediately report
any suspected ash encounter, "including
engine performance anomalies or cabin
smoke/odour™.

Following theeruption, reported asthe
first for Hayli Gubbi in around 12,000
years, the ash clouds drifted over various
countries, including Yemen, Oman, Pak-
istan, and partsof India. Theash clouds en-
tered India on Monday from Gujarat and
Rajasthan, and then moved towards Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh, in the southwest to
north-easterly direction. These are ex-
pected to move fully into China by Tues-
day evening. The eruption had set thick
plumesofsmokeand volcanicashuptold
km into the sky.

But why is volcanic ash such a major
concern forthe aviation sector?

Volcanicash particlesare extremnely ab-
rasive and can clog important sensors, ime-
pair pneuwmnatics, make the cockpit wind-
screens opaque, but more critically, they
can damage the turbine blades of the air-
craft engine and lead to it stalling or flam-
ingout. Along with abrasive particles, vol-
canic ash clouds also contain some toxic

Ash billows from the eruption of the Hayli Gubbi volcanain
Ethiopia's Afar regionon Sunday. ar

Abrasive volcanic ash particles
can damage engines, clog
sensors, impair pneumatics,
and compromise visibility

reid _— 'I:l'ren in IG' 89, all four Eng}nes qfa KI:.M
g ‘/ Boeing 747 failed whentheaircraft, which
2 i f e was less than six months old, flew through

Eritrea BEanan Y athickvoleanic ash cloud from Mount Re-

i rva, doubt in Alaska, whichhad erupted aday
- earlier. The pilots of the aircraft, flying to

Hayli ; Gulfof Aden Tokyo from Amsterdam, failed inthefirst

. Guhbi (Diibou few attempts to restart the engines, but
Bahir volcano eventually succeeded. The aircraft then
Dar Somalia diverted to Anchorage in Alaska. All four

engines had suffered significant damage
and had to be replaced. The incident
caused over $80 million worth of damage
to the aircraft.

Addis Ababa

DGCAs urgent advisoryon
Hayli Gubbiash clouds

The DGCA on Monday asked Indian air-
lines to conduct post-flight engine and air-
frame inspections foraircraft o perating near
theaffected areas, and suspend or delay op-
erations to impacted airports if conditions
worsen. They were also asked to monitorfor
engine performance fluctuations, cabin
simokeor odour events, weather changesaf-
fecting ash dispersion, and to ensure com-
pliance with aircraft manufacturer recom-
mendations and volcanic ash guidance
material from the International Civil Avi-
ation Organization (ICAQ).

Flight dispatcherswere directed tocon-
tinuously monitor volcanic ash advisories,
satellite imagery, meteorologicaldata, and
ash movement forecasts.

“If volcanic ash affects an airport, the
operators(airlines) may ad vise immediate

Mogadishu

AraanSea

*SCIENCEOFVOLCANO
ERUPTIONS

@\/olcanoes erupt because of how heat
moves beneath Earth's surface. Deepwithin
the planet, it is so hot that rocks slowly melt to
become a thick, flowing substance called
magma. Since itis lighter than the solid rock
around it, magmarises, collecting in
chambers near the surface.

@ s thesechambers fill up, pressureexerted
on the surrounding rock increases. Eventually,
some of the magma pushes through the cracks
inthe rock, and vents onto the surface. Thisis a
volcanic eruption; the magma that has erupted
iscalled lava.

gases that can potentially enter the air-
craft’s ventilation system. This could lead
toadropinthe cabin’s air quality and cause

respiratory troubles.

Enemy ofthejet engine

Froman aviation safety perspective, the
most significant threat posed by volcanic
ashistoaircraft engines. Ajetengine draws
in air, compresses it, and ignites it by mix-
ingitwith aviation fuel. The resultant high-
pressure gases rush backwards, whichin
turn pushes the engine and the plane for-
ward. Properbalance between airflow and
jet fuelis crucial for the jet engine to func-
tion, and a disruption in airflow couldlead

to an engine flameout or shutdown.

The hottest part ofa jet engine heats up
to over 1,500 degree Celsius, whilevolcanic
ash, which contains a lot of silica, melts at
around 1,000 degree. When volcanic ash,
which is effectively like powdered glass,
enters the engine’s combustion chamber,
it melts and changes into something very
similar to molten glass. Thisthen goes to
theturbinebladesof theengine, andcould
easily form alayer ofmolten glassonthem.
This layer could effectively prevent the
blades from functioning properly, which
could result in the engine shutting down.
And if all engines shut down, the planeis
basically aglider.

If that happens, pilots are required to
shut the engines down and glide the air-
craftdown through cold air. The cold air, as
it passes through the engine, shatters the
glass layeronthe turbine blades. If all goes
well, the engines can resume working, at
least enough to allow the plane todivert to
the nearest airport and land safely. But
some of the damage to the engines and
their innumerable components from vol-
canic ash could end up being permanent.

Key points
It volcanic ash
enters the
combustion
chamber of the
aircraft’s engine,
itcanresult in
the shut-down
oftheengine.

Volcanic ash
contains toxic
gases, which can
enter aircrafts’
ventilation
system, causing a
dropin cabin’s
airquality.

inspection of runways, taxiways, and
aprons to be conducted,” the DGCA advis-
ory read. It added that airport operations
“may berestricted orsuspended”based on
contamination. and cleaning procedures
must be completed before resumption of
operatons,

Adrlines are closely monitoring the sit-
ation in line with the DGCA advisory. Tata
groupairline AirIndia said that it cancelled

Inasector thatis laser-focused on safety, it
is just not worth the risk.

Past scares

The aviation sector’s dread of volcanic
ash is not theoretical. There havebeeninci-
dents in the past that show just how real
and present the danger is following a vol-

canic eruption.

In 1982, a British Airways Boeing 747
aircraft operating a flight from London to
New Zealand’s Auckland flew intoacloud
ofvolcanic ash caused by the eruption of
Mount Galunggung in Indonesia. All four
engines of the 747 shut down after en-
countering the ash. Fortunately, the pilots
were able toglide theplane away from the
ash cloud and were successful in restart-
ing the engines, after which the plane di-
verted to Jakarta and landed there. A
number of engine parts were found to
have been damaged significantly from
volcanic ash particles, and the pilots’
windscreens were alsosandblasted by the
ash, impairing their ability to see outside
the aircraft asthey {lew.

11 flights between Monday and Tuesday
due to precautionary checks on its aireraft
that had [lown over certain areas after the
Hayli Gubbi eruption. A few IndiGo and
Akasa Alrflights are alsolearnt to have
beencancelled or delayed.

On Monday night, IndiGo had said,
"Our teams are closely tracking the situ-
ation in coordination with international
aviation bodies. We arefully prepared with
all necessary precautions to ensure safe
and reliable operations. Our 6E teams are
available across all touchpoints o support
you with any assistance you may need. We
will continueto monitor the developments
round the clock and keep you informed of
any updates to help minimise inconven-
ience (if any).”

How ash clouds from Ethiopia volcano reached all the way to India

AMITABH SINHA
New Delhi, November 25

A high-altitude cloud of volcanicash from
Ethiopia that had enteredthe Indian region
on Monday afternoon is expected to fully
cross over to China by Tuesday evening.
Thevoleanic ash emerged from a rareerup-
tion of the Hayli Gubbi volcano in the
northeastern part of Ethiopia, nearthe Red

Sea coastline.

The volcanic ash was travelling at the
height at which most long-distance air-
planes fly. Airline sched ules had to be dis-
rupted to avoid it. The India Meteorological
Department said the situation would revert

to normal from Tuesday evening.
What was it?

The Hayli Gubbi volcano erupted on
Sunday, by all accounts for the first time in

$The IndianEXPRESS

about 12,000 years. There was no lava or
magma flow, butlarge amounts of gas and
plume, consisting possibly of small frag-
ments of rocks, glass and some other ma-
terial, were ejected in an explosive erup-
tion. The heavier among these would have
fallenin nearby areas, but the very fine
particles, and gases like sulphur dioxide or
carbon dioxide, would rise very high in the
atmosphere, about 15-40 km above the
surface.

This happens mainly because the air
around the volcano heats up severely, be-
comes lighter and rises, taking along with
it the finer particles and gases.

At that height, air currents are very
strong, and the volcanic plume generally
travels in the direction of the air current.
This is what happened in the case of the
plume coming out of Ethiopian eruptions.

Followingair currents, thevolcanic ash

ﬁed. 26 November 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78614649

Eastward
journey

@ Volcanic plumes
followed air currents
towards the Indian
region, entering from
Gujaratand Rajas-
than, and then mov-
ing towards Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh.

@ The movement of
volcanic plumes is
nota long-term phe-
nomenon. Their im-
pact cancease to
exist within the next
coupleof days.

and gases travelled eastwards towards the
Indian region, entering from Gujarat and
Rajasthan, and then moving towards Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh, in the southwest to
northeasterly direction. Following the
sametrajectory, these areexpected tomove
completelyinto Chinaby Tuesday evening.

Was it dangerous?

The material coming out of volcanic
eruptions is a major health hazard. This
plume was moving at very high altitudes,
because of which there was no threat to
human beings. But they did pose arisk
to airplanes. Commercial airlines,
mainly on long-distance international
routes, usually fly between 10-14 km
abovethe Earth.

There is an international network of
centres that track volecanic eruptions all
over the world and issue alerts of possible

risks. They are communicated to civil avi-
ation authorities in real time, based on
which air traffic is managed.

What next?

The movement of volcanic plumes isa
short-term phenomenon. Their impact
would mostlikely ceasetoexist completely
within the next couple of days. Over time,
the fine particles in the plumedisperse, and
spread out in concentrations that are no
longer amatter of concern. Cloudsand rain
wash out alot of these, significantly mit-
gating their effects.

Thegasesin the plume, likesulphur di-
oxideorcarbondioxide, can remain much
longer, but these gases already exist in the
atmosphere. Their quantity in the plume
isnot so high as to make any appreciable
difference to their existing concentration

in the atmosphere.
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DGCA tightens
pilot fatigue rules

nadian airlines are now recquined to provide
I training in fatigne management o

sthedulers and dispatchers who prepare
rosters for pilots, with the aviation watchdog
soeking to strengthen measures to address
persisting conoermns over fatirue among the
cockpit crew.

Besides, the Directorate General af Civil
Aviation (DGCA), ina circular dated 20
November, has directed airlines to submit
detailed quartery fatizue reports with
information about the number of crew trained
on fatigue management. how many fatigue
reports were received, acceplod or rejecied.
The: carriers also have o mention reasons for
rejection of any fatirue reports. I
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Air India
expects to
induct 26
new planes
in 2026: CEO

GURUGRAM: Air India
Group expects to induct 26
aircraft by end-2026 and
operate 81 per cent of its
international flights with
upgraded planes, even as
overall capacity remains
nearly flat next year. CEO
Camphell Wilson said on
Mnncﬁnyﬂm 2026 will mark
“very visible change” despite
recenry'r dlallengefe k

In his first media briefing
since the fatal accident, Wil-
son outlined the induction
timeline, retrofit €55,
supply chain delg;:.grand
fleet changes. Air India will
receive its first Boeing 787-9
from its 570-aircraft order
before Christmas, with oper-
ations starting in January.
However, capacity will stay
flat in 2026 as new planes
arrive while leased aircraft
are returned and many jets
remain in retrofit.

The airline will also
phase out some Boeing 777s
and retire three owned air-
craft. Air India Group cur-
rently has nearly 300 planes.

Wide-body upgrades
will intensify in 2026, with
two refurbished Boeing 787-
8s returning in Fe and
two lu&urrvefmtraﬂ' hn:;ltyermg
retrofit monthly.

Two-thirds of the 787
fleet will be upgraded by
end-2026.

Next year, the group
expects six new wide-body
jets — 787-9s and A350-
1000s - and 20 narrow-body
aircraft. Vistara aircraft will
begin receiving Air India
branding this month. AGENCIES
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Volcanicash:DGCAissuesadvisory,
Civil Aviation Ministry saysflight ops
acrossIndiaremainsmooth

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Delfii, 25 November

Aviation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) hasissued an advisory
toall airlines and airports after
volcanic ash from Ethiopia's
Hayli Gubbi eruption drifted
across parts of the Middle
East, affecting routes that pass
through the Muscat Flight
Information Region.
Ethiopias HayliGubbi volcano
erupted for the first time in
nearly 10000 years, prompting
India to issue aviation alerts
as ash clouds drifted across
several northernstates, Major
carriers, including IndiGo and
Akasa Air, adjusted their
operations in response to the
shifting plume as the impact
on airspace became clearer.

The Statesman

Wed,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78615459

Authorities instructed airports
tomaintain hefehtenead readiness
as the ash cloud, travelling
rapicly at high altitudes, entered
Gujarat before moving over
Rajasthan, Delhi, Haryana
and Punjab. At Delhi airport,
several international flights
bound for destinations such
as Hong Kong, Dubai, Jeddah,
Helsinki were ddayed refledting
the wider operational disnuption.

Meanwhile, the Ministryof
Civil Aviation on Tuesday
said flight operations across
India remain smooth, with

25 Hauember ééiﬁ

only a few flights rerouted or
descended as a precaution.

In apost onX, the Ministry
saidk "Following the 23 Nov
volcanic eruption in Ethiopia
and the eastward movement
of the ash doud, MoCA—along
with ATC, IMD, airlines and
international aviation
agencies—is ensuring seambess
coordination.”

"AAL has issuedthe necessary
NOTAMand all affected flights
have been kept informed.
Operations acoss India remain
smooth, withonlya few flights
rerouted or descended as a
precaution. There is no cause
for concern at this moment.
We continue to monitor the
situation closely and will
provide timely updates to
ensure passenger safety,” the
Ministry further said.

L)
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DGCA mandates
annualfatiguetraining
for pilots,cabin crew

STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE
New Defhi, 25 November

To help the crew members
manage fatigne better, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Tuesday
issued anew set of instructions.

The aviation regulator said
that all airlines must provide
at least one hour of training
every year on how tiredness
affects pilots and cabin crew.
This training will be part of
their regular annual ground
training. As perthe gnidelines,
the yearly training should
explain rules about flyinghours,
dutyhours, and rest, how sleep
works and what disturbs the
body dock, canses of fatigue,
inchiding health issues and
how being tired affects
performance.

“The airlines also need to
train on how to reduce or

E‘lf S’tatpsman Wed,

https://epaper.thestate

prevent fatigue, how lifestyle,
food, exerdse, and family life
affect rest, and provide information
on sleep disorders, effects of
long flights and many short
flights, and effects of flying
across time zones," itmentioned.
Further, the training can
also include people like flight
schedulers anddispatch teams,
sincethey hetp plan crew chaties.
DGCA also askedtheairlines
toreaseackear btigue reporting
policy to all staff, create an
independent Fatigue Review
Committee to study reports
and suggest solutions. The
report needs to be shared with
the aviation regulator every
three months. This report
should include the number of
crew trained, the number of
fatigue reports received, how
many wereacceptedor rejected,

and the resonbehind rejections,

the DGCA said,

26 November 2025
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Volcanic ash from Ethiopia affects
flight operations; no impact on air

Wtimesafingdia com

New Delhi: Plines of ash
from & valean e eraptlon in Bt
hanpea, which reached Indin by
16 o Mosday mipht, drifled
awny from the commiTy v Tis-
sy nipghtnrd entersd China

A e planes were cancel-
Iod or peroaated AR & pEEC=IL
tiom, but dight eperations
acrvas Indla largely peial-
nod sy by, snid minkstre of
civil aviation.

Ths ash hod no et o
tho woather ard air gualicy of
Delhi as wel os the rest of ibe
ity as S movemenl wis
lmited i the upper tTopnsp:
here. In foct, the capital’s adr
gisality ey CARTE litiprowed
1 53 from Miomiday s RE The
AGH mproved firther o347 ai
B Al tises, though, s i
i vy o hrncket

The city's air is likely io
retmidn 1 the very piar cide-
gory till Moy 2R, 11 sy hover
between the seyvere and very
P pamgesdring Uesswhas
quent six dave, nceonding o
the Centre's Adr Guality Ear
Iy Warning Syatem or Delhi

Meanwhile, &t G Alr-
port, siven  internaiioonl
Mights were caicedlod bejwe
am 1 am amd & pm on Tuoesday,
amal 12 inbernationanl fighis
waere (elayeil

Alr tdia said i1 cancedled
11 flights ncroass the coantry
aller Girrving oul precatlic
nary chocks on those nircraf
that had fpwm over certnin
peographical lecsilions ipoe
the Hayll Guhhl volbeano
erupied am Mov £,

S0 ground e s s s
eing passangers updated an
the status ol thelr Eighis and
aie proviliog immediste as-
ststance, including hodol ac
ommadation, 'We azre ma
Kimg every elfor o arcangs
altmrmative travel at tha o
=, il Adr Indin

Siresaing thal hese 8 no
ol for eomoaTT, the mini
sty sald if is ensuring sean
loss coordination with ol
traffe contrels, Indin Mies
rodugical Degartmend (I}
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ABOUT THE VOLCAND
ERUPTION:

= Hayll Gubbi, & long-dormant
yobeard im Efviopis™s £t Ale
Range, has erupted Tor the first
Eime in 12,000 wears

= Huge choud of ash from the
wolcans al the winds reached
India, incuding Del-SCR

= It has micved towands China

* The plumes of ash primarily
imgacted flight operaticns
» W significant impaet of sh
wias ceen on alr quakty
‘What volcanic ash contains:
R comprises dust, sibica, rocky

material, minerals and gases
likee sulphur dicaide

in Dethi:
Fiightts cancelled: T
Fights delayed; lz

alrlines aml  intermational
avlation dgencies.
Thoeruptionof HayliGub-
b @ s=hiedd voloano in Ethiopi
&' Aflar egion, prodoont o
Inrge ash plume. Comprising
sul phur daoxide, i reached an
altinade of seer W Km and
sprnad] sastwid nernss G
Iterd Sea and towands the Ars
bian Pemlnsubs disd Indian
sul-eaytineni High-lesul
winids carried the ash clead

sakedl IV, achdang thai s close
1y iwiilboied srledlite Mg
7 updates fromy voleanic ash
advisnry centres (VAAD) and
dlsperabm niodels
Mrutyarjay  Mohopatma
directar peneral of meteors
loggy nf IMD, =iid, “The aal
amtoped Ind s through Bnjast-
han amd possed over Gaigarat:
mortbwest Indla, neluding
Debh-iCH; U Hihar and
ihen northeastern staes. As

It trvelled at o beighd of ezl
s 15K, it had s ipat on
tho people, air quality and
temperuture,” e said
Throuaghotil. WIS et al-
floes i Muwmbai, New [wihi
and Kolloain cootinued issuing
Intermadfomal Chell Avestim
Organisation-stnmedard ‘simi
ficani metenrcdogical informa
e weesnlbs waiim g 1o -
mores, ineluding advissrios an
avnidance of affected airspoee.
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Aircraft from Kabul
lands on IGI runway
meant for departures

Ariana FG 311 landed. Other

SALEAN S lanes landed on 29 left
@timesofindia.com planes landed on 29 left or
AR 29L, used only for landing,

New Delhi: A disaster was  afterthe fiasco.
averted at Delhi's IGI Airport Flight tracking sites

on Sunday when an Afghan
Ariana flight from Kabul cle-
ared to land on a runway tou-
ched down on a nearby paral-
lel take-off airstrip. Luckily,
noaircraft was taxiing to take
off. In a written explanation
sought from him, the captain
of the 35-year-old Afghan Air-
bus A310 claimed that his air-
craft “unintentionally devia-
ted from the intended appro-
ach path” due to poor visibili-
tv and “instrument landing
system (ILS)malfunction”.
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
off-rostered an air traffic
controller as “it was visible
ontheradar that the aircraft
is heading to a wrong run-
way, yet the pilot wasn't stop-
ped”, said an official. The re-
gulator is also examining
the ILS malfunction claim,
something not reported by
any other aircraft operating
around 12.06pm when Afgan

show the aireraft heading to
the designated 29L deviating
to the right on final appro-
ach and touching down on
nearby runway 29 right or
29R. Afghan carriers are
barred from flying to or over
Europe since 2010 due to sa-
fety concerns. Indian avia-
tion authorities are writing
to their counterparts in Afg-
hanistan about the wrong
landing. “Theaircraft wases-
tablished on ILS for 29L. The
pilot-in-command claims lo-
sing ILS at four nautical mi-
les (about 7.5km from touch-
down) and that he landed
using visual approach on
runway 29R. He also said in
his statement that the Delhi
air traffic control (ATC) did
notwarnabout deviation and
thesame happened asaresult
of the ILS system failure and
associated loss of lateral gui-
dance in low visibility" said
people in the know.
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Volcanic ash disrupts flights heading
west, may now hit ops in NW Indla

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Ash spewed by Ethi-
opia's Hayli Gubbi voleano as
it erupted after lying dormant
for about 10,000 years on Sund-
ay drifted into busy internatio-
nal air routes west of India on
Monday, forcing many aircraft
flying west over the Arabian
Sea to reroute and take longer
paths. At least one flight was
diverted: IndiGo 6E-1433 from
Kannur to Abu Dhabi depar-
ted at 9.35am and around noon
diverted to Ahmedabad to av-
oid the affected airspace.

“A total of 28 flights bound
from Mumbai to Muscat FIR
(Flight Information Region)
and beyond were rerouted to
avoid the volcanic ash,” said a

e Delh-NCR, Punjab — by Monday night

Hayli Gubbi volcano in Ethiopia's
Afar erupted Sunday after I
dormant for about 10,000 years

=

g s

& || Attected Mumbai
airspace Monday,
28 flights hit

28 FLIGHTS AFFECTED

» Plume of ash reached Pak airspace

by Monday evening, and is expected

to reach northwest India —Rajasthan,

> Since the plume is far above earth’s
surface, it is mainly expected to impact
flight operations

and not air quality

senior official from the Mum-
bai air traffic control. They in-
cluded flights leaving from
Mumbai as well as those trav-
ersing the Mumbaiairspace.
The plume moving along
winds at a height of 10-15km

above the surface is on course
toreach parts of northwest In-
dia, including Delhi-NCR, by
Monday night and will mainly
impact flight operations.

»DGCA advisory, P 2
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Avoid flight levels and regions
impacted by ash plume DGCA

Manju ¥ @timesolindia.com

Mumbai: Throaghout Mo
dax Mumbai's Meteorologi-
cal Watch Office relegsed a 2o
ries of SIGMET (Skgnificnt
Meteorologrical Information
aberts for the Arabian Seq sec-
tor of the Mumbai Flight In-
formathon Region (FIR). The
warnings marked out a large
pelveon-shaped area over the
Arabian Sea containing vol
canic ash from Ethiopia’s Ha-
vii Gubhi eruption from the
surface up to abouat 50,0008,
The notices said part of the
nsh clowd was moving northe

and then solidify an
Its turtene blades,
potentially causing

» Violcanic ash posas
a serlous hazard o
alrcraft because it

IMPACT OF VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS
ON AVIATION IN THE PAST

st while another section re. | COMRains fine parti- engine stall or EYIAFIALLAJOKULL, ICELAND IN 2010
malned stationary cles of glass, mck, COMPIELE SAUGOWN |y bocan its eruption | and the southern UK

After lyingdormant foran | And mineral crystals, | s Ach also abrades on March 20, 2000, after | o |t trianered the big-
estimsated 10,000 years, Hayli When jats fiy through windscreens and sen- | |g7 years of quiet, On |m o h‘k?\'a
Gubbi erupded on Sunday, sen- ash cloueds, the fine, 5073, comtaminates April 14, the walcano be- pest Maohcs u]. "
ding ash high enough into the | M0rasive particles. cabin air and can gan a mare forceful rp- | H16¢ World War |1
atmosphere for winds o Gy medt in the engine’s biloci N_Utmhﬁ that tion, emitting plumes of aver 100,000 ﬂlgh‘ls.can—
it across the Red Sea and the high temperatures pavgeaircraftspeed | ooh'\uhich was reported ealieal, afocting vt
Arabkan Peninsuls Satellite over Norway, Sweden, Lo million passengers
imagery later showed the plu- northwestern Russia, » Eurnpean airspace
me emtering Muscat FIR and northem Poland, northern | restrictions lasted
edging toward Mumbad FIR, Germary, northem France, | almost a week
forcing  flight routings. By
Mooy evening, the ashelod MOUNT MOUNT GALUNG-
reached Pakistan airspace. *Tt PHILIPPINES IN 1991 | GUNG, INDONESIA
18 likely to reach northern Tn- > One of the largest IN 1982
o Bt g erugtions of the 20th | On June 24, 1982,
the cloud might dissipate by century, teh clouts rase | BA Flight 009 inadvert-
then,” an AAL olTicial said to over 100,000 ft and ently flaw into its ash

Advisories from the Toulo- E

e ; mpor air routes | choud, losing all 4 en-

uee Volemie Ash Advisory over Southeast Asla gines tampararily
Center confirmed that the ex- s Pilate rrmini!dm
plosive phase of the sruption » More than 20 air-

z v craft suffared ash restart the engines
stopped, but residual ssh and and divert the flight
gas continue todrift. encounters; several

Muscat salr navigationau engines were damaged | > Alrports in indone-
thority alsn issued a NOTAM > Airlines had toreroute | 562 Closed multipie
{notlee to alrmen) :r:wrllr-g or cancel fights across. | 1imes; airlines
ash cloudsin the froen the surface up fo 500001 the Phillppines and parts | rérouted fraffic

uth. amd southeast sections ..r
its airspace, bitween 190000
and 37,000ft, moving in & nore-
heastwiznd track. Pilots opera
ting in these regions were in-
structad fo exercise cantion
Directorate General af Ci-
vil Awiation (DGCA) has advi
sed alrlines fo avoid Qicht le
vels and regions impacted by

the ash plume. Afrports whie
re the ash, comprising silica,
rocky material, and gases lke
sulphur dioxide, 1s expected
toreach in India have been as
ked to inspect runways for
contamination and suspend
operations i required

iGo and Akasn posted

on X that they were closely
manitoring the voleanic acti-
vity In Ethlopia and its poten
tial impact on flight opera-
tioms in nearby regions
Mrityunjay Mohapata,
director general, Meteorolo-
gy, IML, fold TOL “The plu
mes of ash are moving to-

wartds northwest Iindia at the
height of 1H5km above the
surTace 1 isexpected (o reach
Delhi-NCR by Monday night.
It 1= not in the lower level
and aircrafts which move at
the same height are to be fm-
pocted.”

(With inpus from Dethi)
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How Air India lost a plane in cobweb of sarkari apathy

Grounded In 2012, It Fell Off Books. New Owners Came To Know Of Its Existence Only Recently After An Alert From Airport

Subhro.Niyogi
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A ghost jet, amissing
entry, a forgotten asset. The
plane that fell off the hooks —a
43-vearold Boeing 737-200,
parked for more than 13 yvears
on the southeastern edge of
Kolkata airport, rolled out on
Nov 14— not skyward, buton a
tractor trailer bound for Ben-
galuruabout 1,900km away.

The aircraft, silent since
2012, isnow set fora second life
as a training tool for mainte-
nance engineers. Its depar-
ture cleared space for one of
two new hangars planned at
theairport.

The plane slipped through
mergers, privatisation and
muddled archives — until air-
port officials asked Air India
what it planned to do with it.

The revelation came from
Ajr India CEQ Campbell Wil-
son in an internal message to
employees after Kolkata air-
port flagged the aircraft's
presence. “Though disposal
of anold aircraft is not unusu-
al, this one is — for it's an air-
craft that we didn't even know
we owned until recently!” he
wrote. Somewhere across the
yvears — and across the transi-
tion from a state carrier to a
private one the aircraft
slipped clean out of ledgers

The aircraft's 13-year stay yielded almost Rs 1 crore in charges that
Air India had to settle with Kolkata airport

and memory.

The jet, registration VT-
IEHH, entered the Indian Air-
lines fleet in Sept 1982, Tt

moved to Alliance Air in 1998,
returned to Indian Airlines in
March 2007 as a cargo carrier,
and shifted to Air India later

that year after the IA-Al merg-
er. India Post used it next.
Then came 2012, decommis-
sioning, silence.

What did remain loud: the
parking bill. The aireraft’s 13-
year stay yielded almost Rs 1
croreinchargesthat Air India
had to settle with theairport.

Bangalore International
Airport Ltd bought VT-EHH
for its maintenance, repair,
and operations facility, en-
gines included —ararity in it-
self. Nineother defunct AirIn-
dia aircraft cleared from Kol-
kata over the past five years
were sold without Pratt &
Whitney engines. Most now
serve as restaurant shells

across India.

Beyond Air India’s 10 re-
tired aircraft, four others
have been removed from Kol-
kata airport. Among them: a
historic Douglas DC-3 Dakota
once flown by aviator and for-
mer Odisha CM Biju Patnaik
during his 1947 mission to res-
cue Indonesian politicians
Sutan Sjahrir and Moham-
mad Hatta from Dutch block-
ades, That aircraft now stands
restored in Bhubaneswar.

Kolkata airport today has
only two derelict planes left —
ATRs belonging to Alliance
Alr. One forgotten Boeing is
off the books. Two stragglers
wait in the wings.
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Ethiopian volcanicash ~ Ethiopianvolcanic ash..
sends air traffic into spin

SHEKHAR SINGH
THIE IS WEW S 5 ER VR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25
India's aviation network was
pus hed mto an unusual spell of
dizruption after a massive ash
plume from Ethiopia's Hayvhi
Gubhi volecano drifted across
West Asin and into northern
India, triggering fight delays,
cancellstions and precaution-
ary route changes acmss sev-
eral states despite immediate
intervention by the Ministry
of Crvil Aviation.

The ministry on Thesday
said it had been incontinuous

Alcancels 11 flights ministry
says nocause for concem’

coordination with the ar traf-
fic control (ATC), the India
Meteomlogical Department
(IMD), airlines, the Alrpoits
Authority of India (AAD) and
international avision apen-
cies after the volcanie erup-
tion on November 23, The
ministry said the AAT issued
NOTAM — notice to airmen
containing information essen-
tial to flight operations — and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

that operations had remained
largd v stable, with anly a limit-
ed number of Sights rerouted
or made to descend & a salsty
measure, It noted that there
had been “no cause for oon-
cern” at any point, even asthe
ash dotud shifted eloserto Indi-
anairspace, Across Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Maharashtm, Delhi-
NCR and Punjab, however.
the fallout was visible, Ab-
lines operating Jong-haul
flights as also on the Gulf
route were hit the hardest, as
aircraft that may have passed
through contaminated zones
were pulled aside for precau-

tionary mspections.

Air India cancelled 11
flights on Monday and Tues-
day after receiving mnstruc
tions to carry out mandatory
cherks on airerafl that had
flown over specific regions
following the eruption. The
airline informed passengers
that its pround staiffhad been
assisting with rebooking and
accommeodation, and reiterat-
ed that safety took prece
dence over schedules. It
expressed regret for the
inconvenience caused but
said the situation was bevond
its control
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