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Navi Mumbai airport

operations delayed

SWARA) BAGGOMKAR
Mumbai, Hovember 25

THE MAYIMUMBAI International
Airport will now start operations
onlyin the April-June quarter of
202 5, a senior Adani Enterprises
(AEL) executive sald. The Adand
Group, which runs the Mumbai
Interna tional Alrport,is building
the new airpor in Navi Mumbai.
An Adani Airport
Holdings s poke spe -
son, however, said,
“Thereis no delay, as

The Adani Group-
owned airport
of now, inthe oppen-  is Now expected

ter resilts last month,

In Octobera turbopropirans-
port aircraft of [ndian Air Force,
made a successful land ingon the
southem runway.

The Navi Mumbai airport will
be the Adani Group's eighth.
Together with Mumbal, they will
beviewed asone airport as perthe
group’s blueprint which indudes
sharing of aircraft movements
and development
of non-aeronautical
moome

Though it has two
mmways, the Mumbai

ingofthe NaviMum-  to start operations  airport can use only

i Airport, as com- in the April-lune one at any given
munimted to the quarter of point, The Navi Mum-
state and central bai airpart will even
next r
authorities.” yea tually have two min-
HEm—

The mega airport,
with acapadtyof 20
million passengers in the first
phase, was earlier scheduled to
start operations in December
2024 but that was delayed to the
Marchquarterof 2025,

Robbie Singh, CFO, AFL, said:
"Wavi Mumbai Airport should
click in in the second calendar
quarter of next year™The disclo-
surewas made toanalysts after
AR declared its September quar-

ways after the
conclusion of all
the work phases, While Mumbai
has two passenger terminals, the
MNavi Mumbai airport will begin
with one terminal before add ing
three more,

Both these airports arebeing
developed in a phased manner
over 1,160 hectare with a poten-
tial capability of housing approx-
imately 60 million passengers on
completion of all the phases.
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Airline leaves flyer’s
wheelchair behind at

Ahmedabad airport

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 35-year-old passenger
who took a connecting
flight from Bengaluru to
Delhi, via Ahmedabad, on
Sunday faced inconve-
nience upon her arrival at
the Delhi airport as her
wheelchair was left behind
in Ahmedabad.

Kadam Khatun took an
IndiGo flight, which de-
parted from Bengaluru at
1.08 a.m. and arrived in
Ahmedabad at 3.12 a.m.
From Ahmedabad, she
boarded her connecting
flight and departed for Del-
hi. Upon arrival at the Del-
hi airport at 6.05 a.m., it

came to her notice that her
wheelchair was  left
behind.

Khatun said she faced
some difficulty due to the
non-availability of the
wheel chair. She got her
wheelchair back at 2.30
p.m.

In a statement, the air-
line said, “A passenger’s
wheelchair was left behind
at the transit station, Ah-
medabad. The wheelchair
was promptly connected
on the next flight to Delhi,
while our team at Delhi air-
port provided all the sup-
port and assistance with a
spare wheelchair, prioritis-
ing the passenger’s com-
fort and well being.”
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Parandur airport

may get ‘in-principle’
approval by February

This will allow Tamil Nadu Industrial Development Corporation to float

tenders to commence construction work in the first phase of the project

i ".:. s 1“:

Set for take-off: After the State povernment made its decision to establish the second airport for Chennai

in Parandur, steps were initiated for site clearance, which came through in July this year. FILE PHOTO

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAI

he proposed air-

port in Parandur is

likely to get the ‘in-
principle’ approval by Fe-
bruary next year.

With both air and pas-
senger traffic witnessing
rapid increase in metro ci-
ties, there has been a sig-
nificant focus on the se-
cond airport planned for
Chennai city in Parandur,
at a cost of $29,144 crore,
as it will improve flight
connectivity.

After the State govern-
ment made its decision in
2022 to establish the se-
cond airport for the city in
Parandur, steps were in-
itiated for site clearance,
which came through in Ju-
ly this year.

Following this, Tamil

Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (TIDCO)
applied for ‘in-principle’
approval in the last week of
July.

“As of now, there are no
issues with the application.
We should be able to re-
ceive the ‘in-principle’ ap-
proval by February 2025,”
a source said.

The ‘in-principle’ ap-
proval will allow TIDCO to
float tenders to commence
construction in the first
phase of the airport pro-
ject.

The Parandur airport
will come up on 2,172.73
hectares of land and the
project will be taken up in
four phases.

‘Steady progress’

“The land acquisition pro-
cess has been steadily pro-
gressing. The initial set of

notifications has been is-
sued and we are making
headway with the other
procedures simultaneous-
ly. We are also working on
rehabilitating the residents
to neighbouring areas. But
this will take some time,”
another source said.

Environmental nod
Meanwhile, officials said
steps have been taken to
carry out two studies - En-
vironment Impact Assess-
ment and Environment
Management Plan - for ob-
taining the Environmental
Clearance for the airport
project.

These two studies are
among the numerous oth-
ers the Ministry of Environ-
ment Forest and Climate
Change has sought from
TIDCO in order to obtain
the Terms of Reference.
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Never entered into pact to operate
airport in Kenya, says Adani Group

NEW DELHI: Billionaire Gau-
tam Adani's group on Saturday
clarified on reports of Kenya
cancelling more than USD 2.5
billion in deals after US indict-
ment on bribery charges, say-
ing it had not entered into any
binding agreement to operate
Kenya's main airport. On the
pact it had signed last month to
build and operate key electric-
ity transmission lines in Kenya
for 30 years, the group said the
project did not fall within the
ambit of Sebi's disclosure regu-
lations, thereby not warranting
any disclosure on its cancellation.

The group was responding to
notices sent by stock exchanges
to confirm reports of Kenyan
President William Ruto order-
ing the cancellation of a pro-
curement process that had ]I;ccn
expected to award control of
the country's main airport after

The group was
responding to
notices sent by stock
exchanges

the conglomerate's founder was
indicted in the United States.
Adani Enterprises Ltd, in a fil-
ing, said it had in August this
year incorporated a step-down
subsidiary in Kenya to upgrade,
modernise, and manage airports.

"While the company was
in discussion with the relevant
authority for the said project,
till date neither the company
nor its subsidiaries (i) have been
awarded any airport project in
Kenya, or (ii) entered into any
binding or definitive agreement
in connection with any airport
in Kenya," the firm said. It did
not confirm or deny reports of

Kenya cancelling the airport
deal. Adani Energy Solutions
Ltd, the firm that operates power
transmission lines, in a separate
filing said on October 9 it was
awarded the project to construct
transmission lines in Kenya.
Thereafter, it had incorporated a
step-down subsidiary in Kenya.

"We submit that the project
does not fall within the ambit of
item 4 of Para B, Part A, Schedule
1T of the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obliga-
tions and Disclosure Require-
ments) Regulations, 2015, as
amended (Sebi Listing Regula-
tions) which requires intimation
to be made for any awarding, bag-
ging/ receiving, amendment or
termination of awarded/bagged
orders/contracts other than in
the ordinary course of business,"
it said refusing to confirm or
deny the cancellation.  AGENCIES



AIRPORTS AUT HC)RIT‘%f QOF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLEMNTIUM POST

KOLEATA

25 NOVEMBER 2024

Kolkata airport implements low visibility measures to tackle fog

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The authorities of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) airport,
Kolkata are implementing low
visibility procedures (LVP) in
coordination with ATC and
pilots to manage flights safely
and minimise ‘:Esruptlons dur-
ing fog.
Airlines are also taking

measures including deploy-
ing pilots qualified to fly in low
visibility while crew members
are being lodged at near air-
ports to reduce delays caused by
transportation challenges. The
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) has asked airlines
to communicate with passen-
gers about delays and cancel-
lations in a clear manner. The
Kolkata airport authorities are

carrying out inspection and
repair of the ground lighting
system and navigation aids.
Non-essential work is being
barred on the airfield while
also restricting non-essential
vehicle movements on runways
and taxiways.

It was reportedly learnt that
between December and Janu-
ary last winter, flights in Kol-
kata airport were hit multiple

times due to poor visibility.
Airport officials said that they
are implementing low visibil-
ity procedures (LVP) in coordi-
nation with ATC and pilots to
manage flights safely and mini-
mise disruptions.

The Kolkata airport has
a category II1 B (CAT III B)
instrument landing system (ILS)
that allows pilots to land or take
offin a 50 m visibility range. The

ILS also has an approach light-
ing system (ALS) that assists
the pilot in transitioning from
instrument to visual flight,
and to align the aircraft visu-
ally with the runway centerline.
ALS helps the pilot to continue
descending, for landing, towards
the runway even when the run-
way lights are invisible due to
fog or heavy rainfall.

The airport source said that

CAT III B ILS helps a pilot to
operate in a visibility range of
175-50 metres but not below
50. The ALS guides the aircraft
from the runway upto the park-
ing bay. The system also follows
a procedure called ‘low visibil-
ity procedure ‘which ensures
a safe grounding by limiting
vehicle movement and clear-
ance before landing and take-off
of the aircraft.
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Teacher uses cancelled ticket to enter
airport to see off girlfriend, arrested

45-year-old teacher, holding OCI (Dual Citizenship) and residing

in the US, was apprehended at the Mumbai airport for attem-
pting to exit the premises after falsely claiming that his Paris flight
ticket was cancelled, reports V Narayan. Upon questioning by a
sub-inspector who escorted Terence Saldanha to a officer, the acc-
used revealed that he had deliberately used the cancelled ticket to
gain entry into the airport. “His actual purpose was to bid farewell
to his girfriend, who departed for the US on in the early hours of
Sunday. He was taken into custody and charged with cheating and
forgery. Saldanha confessed to entering the airport with the can-
celled ticket. The police found his US passport with him during
the inquiry. “Saldanha is a teacher in US and has been a resident
of the USA for over 20 years. A few months ago, he arrived in In-
dia to visit his relatives who live in Kalina,” said a police officer.
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SriLankan Airlines eyes more tourists
with Ramayana Trail package

NEW DELHI, Nov 24:
Seeing India as a place that
offers “enormous growth”
opportunities, SriLankan Air-
lines aims to increase flights
to the country as well as at-
tract more tourists, includ-
ing with the Ramayana Trail
package, according to a top
airline official.

The Ramayana Trail will
help people connect with 20
significant locations in Sri
Lanka that are linked to the
Ramayana story.

SriLankan Airlines CEO
Richard Nuttall said growth
in the number of tourists
from India has been stellar
this year but still below the
pre-Covid numbers.

He was speaking at a func-
tion in the national capital for
the launch of the Ramayana
Trail package on Saturday
evening. High Commission-

T e i

er of Sri Lanka to India Ksh-
eniika Senewiratne was also
present.

Till the end of October this
year, around 20 per cent of
the tourists who came to Sri
Lanka were from India.

“We have been looking at
how to lift and rejuvenate
tourism from India to Sri
Lanka to the next level,” he
said while mentioning the
Ramayana Trail and added
that it was time to do some-
thing different,

Currently, the airline op-

erates 88 flights a week to
nine destinations in India -
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Kochi, Trivan-
drum, Chennai, Trichy and
Madurai.

Emphasising that the air-
line sees India as a place of
“enormous growth and pos-
sibilities”, Nuttall said it
wants to be part of that
growth and is working with
its Indian partners.

He said the airline aims to
have more frequencies to the
Indian cities that it already

operates and offer more
flights at convenient times.

In due course, he said the
carrier will look to add more
destinations.

Kshenuka Senewiratne
said Ramayana is not merely
a story; it is a tapestry en-
capsulating culture, spiritual-
ity and heritage. “For centu-
ries it has been a source of
inspiration and guidance fos-
tering connections between
India and Sri Lanka through
mythology, traditions and val-
ues in which people to peo-
ple's ties have always been
at the core,” she said.

Through Ramayana Trail
package, she said SriLankan
Airlines is not only offering
an opportunity to redefine the
significant locations but also
to celebrate the country's
rich cultural and natural her-
itage. - PTI
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Air India
Express
increases flight
operations from
NE destinations

GUWAHATI, Nov 24:
Low-cost airline Air India
Express has announced an
increase in flight operations
from three major destina-
tions in the northeast - Gu-
wahati, Agartala and Im-
phal - as part of its winter
=rhedule,

This is part of the airlines
expansion of winter services
acrnss the country, it saidina
statement here.

Air India Express has in-
creased its operations to 106
weekly flights from 63 last
winter, from Guwahati.

It provides direct connec-
tivity to eight domestic des-
tinations — Agartala, Ben-
galuru, Chennai, Delhi, Hy-
derabad, Imphal, Jaipur and
Kolkata. The airline also pro-
vides one-stop connectivity
to 18 domestic destinations
and six international destina-
tions from Guwahati,

In Imphal, the airfine hiked
its weekly flights to 34 this
season, an addition of 20 over
last winter, the statement
said,

Since adding Agartalaas a
station in September 2024,
the airline has increased its
flights from 14 to 21 weekly
and connects two destina-
tions — Guwahati and Kolka-
ta - directiv.

It also offers one-stop con-
nectivity from Agartalato 11
domestic destinations,

“The expansion not only
facilitates easier travel for
those wishing to explore
Northeast but also strength-
ens Guwahati's role az a vital
link with the rest of the coun-
try,” Chief Commercial Of-
ficer (CCO) Ankur Garg said.

“With our fleet now ex-
ceeding M) aircraft and rap-
idly growing, we are well-po-
sitioned to support the evaly-
ing needs of emerging Indi-
an cities,” he added. - PTI
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Air India
Express
increases flight
operations from

NE destinations

GUWAHATI, Nov 24:
Low-cost airline Air India
Express has announced an
increase in flight operations
from three major destina-
tions in the northeast - Gu-
wahati, Agartala and Im-
phal — as part of its winter
schedule.

This is part of the air-
lines" expansion of winter
services across the coun-
try, it said in a statement
here.

The airline provides
one-stop connectivity to 18
domestic destinations and
six international destina-
tions from Guwahati.

In Imphal, the airline
hiked its weekly flights to
34 this season, an addition
of 20 over last winter, the
statement said. It also of-
fers one-stop connectivity
from Agartala to 11 domes-
tic destinations. - FTI
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Embraer eyes India market for
collaboration, technology transfer

| ]
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Brazilian plane maker Em-
braer is open to industrial
cooperation and technology
transfer with Indian com-
panies, its President & CEO
Francisco Gomes Neto said
on Monday.

Currently, 40 Embraer-
built civil and defence air-
craft are in India, and the
manufacturer hopes to grow
its fleet as India and Brazil
strengthen their ties.

“As relevant countries in
the Global South, Brazil and
India have similar challenges
for their economic develop-
ment, so strengthening the
relationship between them
will benefit the populations
of both nations.

STRATEGIC MARKET

“For Embraer, India is a stra-
tegic market, both in com-
mercial aviation and de-
fence, and we are open to
industrial cooperation and
technology transfer with
local companies.,” said Neto.

Francisco Gomes Meto,
President and CEO of
Embraer

Earlier this month, on the
sidelines of the G-20 meet-
ing in Brazil, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Brazilian
President Luiz Indcio Lula
da Silva discussed coopera-
tion in biofuels, defence and
aerospace sectors in a bilat-
eral meeting.

President Lula had also
expressed his desire to visit
India in 2025 with a govern-
ment and business
delegation.

Embraer said it welcomes
the opportunity to join the
Brazilian President’s delega-
tion to India as it represents

an opportunity to advance
aerospace and defence col-
laboration.

On the civilian side, re-
gional airline Star Air oper-
ates nineEmbraer aircraft
and has announced plans to
grow its fleet to 25 in three
years.

DEFENCE SECTOR
Embraer is also pitching its
C-390 Millennium military
multi-mission transport air-
craft to the Indian Air Force.
In February, the plane maker
signed an MoU with
Mahindra Defence Systems
to bid on IAF’s medium
transport aircraft procure-
ment project.

In recent weeks, Embraer
has bagged contracts from
Austria, the Netherlands,
and Sweden to supply the
C-390 millennium aircraft.

“The C-390’s operator
base is expanding globally
and the aircraft has demon-
strated its interoperability
and outstanding qualities in
various worldwide mis-
sions,” the plane maker
added.
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IndiGo, Japan Airlines to start
codeshare tieup from Dec 16

JapanAirlinesand IndiGo are set to commence their codeshare
partnership from December16, which would allow the Japanese
carrieraccessto18 destinationsin India, a statement said on
Monday. Currently, Japan Airlines operates daily services between
Tokyo (Haneda Airport) and Delhi, and five times weekly services
between Tokyo (Narita Airport) and Bengaluru. PTI
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UDAN: Soaring to greater heights

1
P
|

TDG NETWORK UDAN has b?’Idgﬁd tionalizing 609 routes, in-
NEW DELHI cluding helicopter services,
the gap between and seamlessly connecting
r- I -"he UDAN (Ude Desh AT statesand Union Territories
ka Aam Nagrik) GSP Efﬂﬂi‘.ﬂ?ﬁ".ﬂ:ﬁﬁd across the country.[1]
Scheme has fuelled aAcCCess ibfhf_]],
the civil aviation sector to : . 5 CREATING
seietogreater ieights titve reshaping India’s  pierERENCE FOR
and again. OnNovember 17,  guiation landscape. AAM NAGRIK
2024, India’s aviation sec- . Spearheaded by the Ministry
tor reached a historic mile- Thﬂ ?'EZB?’I ﬂl?SS of Civil Aviation, the scheme
stone as 5,05,412 domestic progress bhas now has transformed air travel by
passengers took to the skies ; ; enhancing regional connec-
in a single day, marking the culminatedina tivity and making it acces-
first time daily passenger  hisforic mflE?SfﬂﬂE, sible to millions. With con-
numbers crossed the 5-lakh . tinuous advancements like
mark. In a country where showcas mg the helicopter routes and last-
the sky symbolizes hope scheme’s far- mile connectivity, UDAN
and aspiration, the dream L f hasbridged the gap between
of affordable flving became reach ingmpact. aspirations and accessibility,
a reality with the launch of reshaping India's aviation
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam  dia’s growing prominence landscape. This relentless

Nagrik) on October 21, 2016.

With over 3,100 flights
operating nationwide, this
achievement highlights In-

in the global aviation land-
scape. The UDAN scheme
has been instrumental in
this transformation, opera-

progress has now culmi-
nated in a historic milestone,
showeasing thescheme’sfar-

reaching impact.

Total Routes Tourism
Commenced Routes

PO
V9

DoNER Helicopter
Routes Route

As on 30-10-2024

Timeline of

UDAN Scheme Advancements

2017
Awarded 128 flight routes to 70 airports

2018
Announced 73 underserved/unserved airports.

................................................

Introduced Tourism Routes

Included Seaplanes

2020

Focused on NER, Hilly States, and Islands.
Added helicopter/ seaplane operations.

-

Series (2023-2024)
Removed distance caps, ensured affordability.

SOME UDAN AIRPORTS

Darbhanga Airport

B Darbhanga Airport
(Civil Enclave): Once off
the aviation map, Darh-
hanga celebrated the ar-
rival of its first flight from
Delhi on November 9,
2020. This airport now
serves as a gateway for 14
districts in North Bihar,
connecting to major cit-
ies like Delhi, Mumbai,
Hyderabad, and Kolkata,
and handling over 5 lakh
passengersin FY 2023-24.

B Jharsuguda Airport
(AATAirport): Previously
a dilapidated WWII air-
strip, Jharsuguda became
operationalin March 2019,
serving as the second air-
portin Odisha. It now con-
nects the region to Delhi,
Kolkata, Bengaluru, and

Jharsuguda Airport

Bhubaneswar, with over
2 lakh passengers in FY
2023-24.

B Pithoragarh Airport:
Nestled in the Hima-
layas, this airport was
identified for RCS opera-
tions in 2018 and began
service in January 2019.
Currently, it connects to
Dehradun and Pantnagar,
showcasing its strategic

importance.

B Tezu Airport: Known
for its scenic beauty and
religious significance,
Tezu airport commenced
RCS operations in August
2021. Itconnects Guwaha-
ti, Jorhat, and Dibrugarh,
accommodating approxi-
mately 12,000 passengers
in FY 2023-24.
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Domestic Air
Passenger
Traffic Rises 5.3%
to13.6 Min Oct

Mumbai: India's domestic air
passenger traffic grew 5.3% to
13.6 million in October from 12.6
million in the same month last
year, Directorate General of Ci-
vil Aviation (DGCA)’s monthly
data showed on Tuesday:

During the reporting month,
budget carrier IndiGo carried 8.64
million passengers, clocking a
market share of 63.3%, followed by
Tata Group-run Air India and Vis-
tara, which flew 2.65 million and
1.24 million travellers, respectively.

Air India numbers include the
number of passengers flown by
its low-cost arm Air India Ex-
press, asperdata. Air India mer-
ged its subsidiary AIX Connect
with its low-cost international
budget arm Air India Express
on October1this year.

The merged entity named as
Air India Express now operates
asthe low-costarmof AirIndia.

The market share of Air India
(including Air India Express)
during October 2024 stood at
19.4%, while that of Vistara at
9.1%,asperthe DGCA data.

Vistara, earlier a 51:49% joint
venture between Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, also mer-
ged with full-service carrier Air
Indiaon November12.

The two Tata Group airlines (Air
India and Vistara) taken together
accounted for 28.5% of the total
domestic passenger traffic last
month, according to data.

At the same time, SpiceJet flew
0.33 million passengers while
Akasa Air transported 0.62 mil-
lion passengers in the previous
month, accounting for 2.4% and
5.4% in the overall domestic pas-
senger traffic in October 2024, the
DGCA data showed. — PTI1
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OCT DOMESTIC AIR
PASSENGER TRAFFIC
UP 5.3% TO 13.6 MN

DOMESTIC AIR
* PASSENGER traffic
grew 5.3% to13.4
million in October from
12.4 million in the same month
last year, aviation regulator
DGCA's monthly data showed
on Tuesday. During the month,
budget carrier IndiGo carried
8.64 million passengers,
clocking a market share of
$3.3%, followed by Tata Group-
run Air India and Vistara, which
flew 2.64 million and 1.2 million
travellers, respectively.

JAPAN AIRLINES &
INDIGO CODESHARE
DEAL BEGINS IN DEC

JAPAN AIRLINES AND domestic
budget carrier IndiGo are

all set to commence their
codeshare partnership from
December 14, which will allow
the lapanese carrier access to
18 destinations in India, a
statement said on Monday.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS @

READTD LEAY
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Airfares may
rise globally
next year

November 25

GLOBAL AIRFARES ARE set to
become more expensive in 2025
even as gains moderate, according
to an American Express Global
BusinessTravel Group Inc.forecast,
with ticket prices reflecting higher
costs and lingering supply-chain
disruptions.

The slower climb in ticket
expenses is a leveling off from this
year’s steep post-Covid increases,
the global corporate travel manager
said in its annual report on the cost
of flying. Fares on most routes will
rise,though the size of theincreases
will likely vary greatly by region.
North America and Europe are
expected to see more “modest”
increases of around 2% while Asia
and Australasia, among the last
regions tounwind pandemic curbs,
are set to see rises of close to 14%.

While airlines are largely more
bullish about demand in 2025,
their near-term efforts to add
capacity remain hampered by
delays in both new Airbus SE and
Boeing planes.

BLOOMBERG

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READTO LEAD
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GUWAHATI

Al Expressups
flight ops from
NE destinations

Low-cost airline Air India
Express has announced an
increase in flight oper-
ations from three major
destinations in the north-
east - Guwahati, Agartala
and Imphal - as part of its
winter schedule. This is
partof the airlines’ expan-
sion of winter services
across the country, it said
in a statement here, Air
India Express has
increased its operations to
106 weekly flights from 63
last winter, from Guwahati.
It provides direct connec-
tivity to eight domestic
destinations of Agartala,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Imphal, Jaipur
and Kolkata,
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FAA probes 737
Max smoke risks
after bird strikes

r— e
[Fr——————

Sntation regakines e
U emmining  whether

pilots ol Hoeing Co.'s
T Max shoule] iake mew pre-
il folloning tvwn inci
dhents im which planes wene
filled with smoke alier brge
hirds sbruck 1 b engine.

A small group of invesiga
s Al the Federal Aviation
Auck v rant o s o]
intermal rerommeredat ions on
how o address the e,
inchefmgyesieniinlh requirmg
piibest st sbwut ciwrn oo hasth
air corelitioming pacdks during
tadeendTthat regulade airilow in
ke coclepil.

The change wikd be tem-
porary until Boeing imple
menls & pErm

g T T87 Ma atnoralt Bowm
Iy Soutwest Adrlimes Co.and
LEATIH engines made by
CFM Iniemaiomal, 3 o -ven
ture o G E Arrospare amd Sal
ran S The FAA sl it's ooliab-
oraiang wiith Possteg, CF5L and
Eimrogpem aviat ion safety regu
Ltors to addness the engine

[T
The review board—which
ichentifies and evahuates safety

issues, develops cormective
sirpsand.can oonder chanpesat
alriines oemamuisctmen—will
“emc i the daria and devdop
apath fisrwared ” the F A sairfim
a siatement. “The FAA b
determined this s not an
immeerdiaie ligh -safety sue.”
Following the incidenis,
Souathvwest siid it notified pllots
about the effects ol the bind
sirikesaml nelier

mend fix, seomd- A Southwest ﬂlﬂﬂ: e safiety proee-
img to the onSMarch2023, dures fr such
recommenda- encountered incikemis, The sir
tions, seen by smoke after a L~ iovan b e b
Blenmberg Mews. mmm ackdress this msue
Lhey also wrged (S {into threngghiis st

the FAN o revaey salety nEnage-
all povel and the engine ment  system
umipLie et of — while working
thie 757 Alax to with e -
ermar that they areadequately | trersand safiety regulstors o
oomrmumcated npillotopermi- | dentifva prrmarent sohation,”

ing mamuak. The agency lms
nel e final decision abiot
the matier. Arepreseniative for
e FA said om Thumsday tha
the agency scomeninga Cor-
meciive Action ileview Board
“iniheommirer werde, and thai
b baml’s wesrk will inclnde
*thoroughly evalusting the
imierml Fak safety recom-
mendations

Separately, the National
Imnsportation Salety Bunrd
watke] i a sintrment Frielay that it
ik coowct ils owm investi-
tinn imto the Deoemhes 2000
hirtl-strife incldemnt, the most
recent of theiwa

Thee s i ervodbeed Hioe-

it b i a stmement Thursday

The sysiem linked i the
smoke mcidents doresa't
apypearin piot craining oroper
abing maiertals, which “svery
onuoermiee.” the intemal FAA
group siel, likening it 1o the
Hlaghw conieral sesie thed iniwa
fatal 737 Mo crashes in 2018
amd M08, The seoede incdems
nvodved a Southwesi fight
frons Havama io Fort Laader-
ehale. Flonada, on 5 Manch 20E0,
i whirch st frast oo mrey vl
ture was sucked imto the
e [ e erroesd, a female
lhald eagle hit ihe engine of 3
New Urdeans io Tangpa fyghi
on 2 Derember.
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Domestic air traffic
rises 5.3% in Oct

ndin's domestic air passenger traffic grew
I 5.3% to L.36 erore in October from 126 crore

in the same month last year, aviation
regulator Directorate General of Civil
Aviation's monthly data showed on Tuesday.
During the reporting month, budset carrier
IndiCio carried 86,40 lakh passengers, clocking
a muarket share of G3.3%, followed by Tata
Ciroup-run Air India and Vistara, which flew
25 48- Lakh and 12 435-lakh traviellers,
respectively.

The two Tata Group airlines (Adr India and
Vistara) taken together accounted for 28.5% of
the total domestic passenger traffic last month,
according to DGCA data, At the same time,
Spicelet lew 355 lakh passnpers while Akasa
Ajr, transporied 6 16-lakh passengers in the
provious month, accounting for 2.4% and 5 4%
in the overall domestic passenger traffic in
October 2024, the data showed. FTI
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NTPCin talks to sell jet biofuel

NTPC Green aims to supply sustainable aviation fuel to carriers like British Airways, Lufthansa, Singapore Airlines

1 1
LT R T

riturag baruahiplivemint com
NEW [RELHI

TPC Green Enerpry Lid

(NGEL) is in talks with

British Airways, Lul

thansa, Singapore Air

lines, and Virgin Atkmtic
tosecure deals for supplying sustaima
b sviation fael (SAF), orjet biofuel to
b produced at its green bypdmogen hub
in Andhra Pradesh’s Pudimadaba.

“NGEL hasstaried talles with several
pesible SAF offtakers. The talks arein
aninitialstage. The industry iswaiting
forstandards for SAF in India and g
hally, whichwould help finalize these
offtake apreements,” said a person
close o the development.

A Lufthomss spodorsperson, inreply
to Min s emailed query, saick “While we
't oomment onspecific comme ncial
diseussions, | ean confirm Lufthans
Ciroupyis oo ofthe gt purchasersof
SAFIn Europe, and weare abwaysopen
b expyortuertses boncrese the supply
of thisimpartant resouree.”

A spokesperson for Singapore Air-

WGEL will produce sustainable aviation fuel at its facility in Andhra Pradesh.

limees said it does nol commesnt on any
“comnfidential disenssions™ that it may
or mury not be having. Queriessent o
NTPC, Bratish Airwayvs and Virgin
Atlantic remained unanswered till
[press timee.

SAF refersto non-conventional av
ation fuel produced through alterna
tivefeedstock, incheding prains, aleo

hol, and residual food waste.

The armof state-min power genern
tor N TPC plans tostrt producing SAF
ait it preen hvdrogeen buds in Andbra
Pradesh in 20026-27. NGEL would be
developingand leasing out facilities for
remewable energy prneration and pro
duction of green molecules, induding
wrven hydmogen, preen ammonia, SAF,

preen methanod, ethanol and green
urea at the hub, projected to be con

structed with a capital expenditure of

1185 trillion. Spread over LS00 acres
near Visakhapatnam, the hub is

expected to produce LS00 tonnes of

SAF every day, alomgrwith LS00 tonmes

of green hydrogen, 4300 tonnes of
preen ammoni, and LS00 tonnes of

greenmethunod, among others.
The diversification

towards preen molecules
comes against the back
drop of NTPCs ambi

1,500

renewable enenry capacity by 2030
wotild comprise solar power.

The dermand for SAF isexpected o
gin momerium, with countriescom
ingr up with mandates for SAF use by
airlinees, Gilobal mondates are likely o
come by 2027 In the UK, the SAF
mrdate will start next vear at 2% of
thee trtal jert fuel demand of the country
and gradually increase to 1%

by 2030 and then to 2% by

2040, From 20440, the
obligation will remmain at
29% uniil there is

tious planto decarbon Tewines of SAF 1o greater  certaimty
ize its operations and beproduced daily | regarding SAF supply.
enter new-age green at NGELs Vizag hub [ndin had plans to

enerEy spaces, s the win

dow for coal-based power,
the: power penerator’s conven
tioml business, is Fist closing.

The largest power generation util
ity, through its green energy arm
NGEL, plansto pump in 45 trillion in
thegreen enerpy and preen moleculbe
spiroe by 200650, NGEL carrently hasa
capacity of about GGW, and aims to
expand it Lo G Ty 2026-27, About
90% of NGEL's planned GOGW of

introduce mandatory 1%
i SAF blending from 2025 and
increase it in subsequent years,
On25Seplember, The Indicn Express
reported that the Centre is likely o
come upwith mundates for ending
of SAF with aviation turbine fued for
domestic lights only after the global
mamidates for intermationl Bizhits kck
it frorm 2027
For an extended vervion of this story,
g fiw Eivermint_com,
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AIR INDIA EXPRESS INCREASES FLIGHT

OPERATIONS FROM NE DESTINATIONS

GUWAHATI: Low-cost airline Air India Express has
announced an increase in flight operations from three
major destinations in the northeast — Guwahati, Agar-
tala and Imphal — as part of its winter schedule. This
is part of the airlines’ expansion of winter services
across the country, it said in a statement here. Air
India Express has increased its operations to 106
weekly flights from 63 last winter, from Guwahati.

It provides direct connectivity to eight domestic
destinations of Agartala, Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Imphal, Jaipur and Kelkata. The airline
also provides one-stop connectivity to 18 domestic
destinations and six international destinations from
Guwahati. In Imphal, the dgirline hiked its weekly
flights to 34 this season, an addition of 20 over last
winter, the statement said.
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Air India Express increases flight
operations from NE destinations

PTI B GUWAHATI

Low—cast airline Air India
Express has announced
increase in  flight
operations from three major
destinations in the northeast
- Guwahati, Agartala and
Imphal - as part of its winter
schedule.
This is part of the airlines’
expansion of winter services
across the country, it said in
a statement here.
Air India Express has
increased its operations to
106 weekly flights from 63
last winter, from Guwahati.
It provides direct
connectivity to  eight
domestic destinations of
Agartala, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Imphal, Jaipur and Kolkata.
The airline also provides
one-stop connectivity to 18
domestic destinations and
six international destinations
from Guwahati.
In Imphal, the airline hiked

its weekly flights to 34 this
season, an addition of 20
over last winter, the
statement said. Since adding
Agartala as a station in
September 2024, the airline
has increased its flights from
14 to 21 weekly, and
connects two destinations —
Guwahati and Kolkata -
directly.

It also offers one-stop
connectivity from Apgartala
to 11 domestic destinations.

“The expansion not only
facilitates easier travel for
those wishing to explore
North East, but also
strengthens Guwahatis role
as a vital link with the rest of

the country,” Chief
Commercial Officer (CCO)
Ankur Garg said.

“With our fleet now
exceeding 90 aircraft and
rapidly growing, we are well-
positioned to sfppnrt the
evolving necds o emergmg
Indian cities,” he added.



AIRP(JR ISAUT HDPFTY Uf- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCENCOW 25 NCOVEMBER 2024

GeId1 Weleerd ¥ 3151 A
ms’laﬂmlﬁe‘lm

AT 9AA =5, "EEE
AT H S HeeEE 2024
F Fd IHaR F WA 1
Tefa WAl wEEn i ey
91| 36 Hereda § & FEEA
F Wy # Tl A T et
# fou 2 Tan # yama o
B EW % e T T
¥ U i F1 el
THE T | TS e =
foE waw o1 4 v fome 25
T 1 o 7 g A
FIE YN THFE AAT oH F

ufa dert % fu fEe ae
zom wqu fuffa fan mn &
FHET A9 T 9T S U
dife fFew 1 wEro of 2
TR o 3 F g
TRE & 96 S RN F
ST I TP T AP T
T WE F F TR

T &1 T FEH THA A9
qﬁﬁﬁmwﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁr
e & fawE F Fz § @
M T § T & e
T fom =1 9 v i R
wiferd 21 3% e i g
THAT THE FEF THET F H
884 =1 Freiniet § then 21
T T YRR O, T, e,
TRy, el F e T
SRR Fd &1 GHa T T
A F fom et Heteaa v
T § aE-E ¥ 4R
& A &1 e A H A
90 T=H MEE, 60 AR e
F1 TR U 1 T 7, T
F - T W e =
FH T SF #1 2fE | e
& o A O weA o
T T = E



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

DELHI

26 NOVEMBER 2024

Gateway to unparalleled opportunities

As the world’s fastest-growing aviation market, India offers a
wealth of avenues for businesses looking to expand their footprint

Response.Guj
@timesofindia.com

world’s largest aviation mar-

ket by 2030, with passenger
traffic growing at an impressive
rate of 6-7 per cent annually. By
FY 2027, India 1s expected to
serve over 520 million annual
passengers, fuelling immense
opportunities for global compa-
nies in the aviation sector. With
government plans to invest $12
billion in airport infrastructure
by 2025 and the construction of
220 new airports by 2030.

In order to aid companies
aiming to tap into this booming
market, the 3rd edition of Indi-
Airport Expo 2024 is set to unite
the global aviation industry
from 26 to 28 November 2024 at
Yashobhoomi (IICC), Dwarka,
Sector 25, New Delhi. Jointly
organised by Radeecal Commu-
nications and IFW Heidelberg
Expo GmbH, this international
exhibition and summit on air-
port, maintenance, repair, and
overhaul and aviation technolo-
gy, infrastructure, advance-
ment, facilities, services and
ground handling equipment
promises to be a pivotal mo-
ment in shaping the future of
aviation. The event is expected
to host over 75 exhibitors, wel-
come more than 5,000 visitors,
and see participation from more
than countries.

The Indian maintenance, re-
pair, and overhaul sector is also
on an upward trajectory, pro-
jected to grow to $4.33 billion by
2028. This growth 1s driven by
an expanding aircraft fleet and
favorable tax incentives, making
India an attractive hub for MRO
operations. Additionally, the air
cargo sector is witnessing sig-
nificant advancements, spurred
by the growth of e-commerce
and international trade. The

I ndia is poised to become the

government’s UDAN scheme has fur-
ther boosted regional connectivity,
presenting new opportunities for
businesses in airport technology and
logistics.

Aviation expos offer an unparalleled
opportunity for global companies to
showcase cutting-edge technologies
and engage with key stakeholders.
Such events feature innovations in air-
port management, smart transit sys-
tems, ground handling equipment,
and green airport solutions. For inter-
national businesses, there are chances

to establish partnerships, explore new
markets, and contribute to India’s avi-
ation growth story.

The Aviation Summit, running
alongside the exhibition on 26 and 27
November, will host insightful panel
discussions led by industry leaders.
Topics include transforming airport
infrastructure with innovation and ef-
ficiency, revolutionising air cargo de-
livery systems, and developing a sus-
tainable MRO ecosystem in India. The
summit will also delve into the poten-
tial of India’s UDAN scheme, which

has been a game-changer in regional
air connectivity. The summit will fea-
ture distinguished guests, including
Union Minister of State for civil avia-
tion, Murlidhar Mohol, as the chief
guest. Piyush Srivastava, senior eco-
nomic advisor, ministry of civil avia-
tion authority of India, will serve as
the guest of honour, while Dr Sharad
Kumar, member operations, airports
authority of India (AAI), will be a spe-
cial guest. International contributions
include Miriam Schoénrock, head of
marketing for GATE Alliance, and

Rocco Marcuccio, project coordinator
for Airtech Italy.

Adding global flair, the Federal Min-
istry for Economic Affairs and Climate
Action of Germany will organise an
official German country pavilion,
showcasing the technological exper-
tise of German aviation companies.
GATE Alliance, a leader in airport in-
novation since 1992, and Airtech Italy
will also participate, demonstrating
cutting-edge solutions in aviation
technology. For airport authorities,
developers, and technology consum-
ers, aviation summits are a gateway to
the future. They provide an exclusive
platform to explore innovative solu-
tions, engage with industry leaders,
and forge partnerships that could de-
fine the next era of aviation.

These events are more than exhibi-
tions; they are a hub for collaboration,
innovation, and growth.
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