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Over 37 crore drugs
seized at lul; 2 held

New Delhl: Marcotics worth
over I7 crore were seized
from the possession of two
indian male passengers at
the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (IGI) Airport here,
the customs department
sald on Friday. The men
were intercepted after their
arrival from Bangkok,
Thailand, on Monday. X-ray
scan of their personal
belongings and luggage by
customs officials led to the
recovery of the contraband,
they said. On examination of
a grey-blue colour trolley
bag carried by the passen-
gers, four polythene pouch-
es containing a green nar-
cotic substance, suspected
to be ganja (marijuana),
weighing 7,213 grams (net
weight) were found, the cus-
toms said in a post on X.
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Airport T2 is ready for take-oft

again from today after revamp

BHASKAR HARI SHARMA
NEW DELHI, OCT. 25

From self-baggage drops
to  sleeker boarding
bridges, Delhi airport's
Terminal 2 is all set for
tnkie-off again  from
Dictaber 26

The revamped terminal
will enhance passenger
handling capacity at the
country's largest alrport.
with Alr India and IndiGo
set to operate a total of 120
Mights daily which will
mark another leap in
India’s push to transform
its atrports into global
travel hubs.

Inaugurating the

revamped T2, civil avia
tHion minister K
REammohan Naidu on
Saturday said the govern-
ment is developing and
transforming alrports
into world-class transit
hubs at on unprecedented
pace. “Handling nearly 50
per cent of the Northern
region’s total passenger
iraffic and managing
nearly 50,000 ransfars
every day, Delhi s emerg-
ing as a preferred transfer
hub,” he said

br Naidu said India can
become one of the world's
largest civil aviation
ecosystems. The whole
iransfer ecosystem should

bt made more efflicient for
making the airport an
international hub, he said
and added that the airport
can have an annual pas.
sonper handling capscity
of around 130 million
with efficient wuse of
space

The minisier also zaid
the Delhi airport is focus-
ing on sustainability
including concentrating
on the use of sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF).

Over dievear-old T2 was
5hut for renovation works
in April this vear, and is
sef fo have around 13 per
cent more flight=s than the
previous winter schaedule
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Delhi airport’s T2 re-opens for operations
today; Al, IndiGo to operate 120 flights daily

—
Qur Burcau
Kumbal

The Delhi wrport i emerging 4% a
preferred eransfer hub, Civil Aviation
Minister RBom Mohan MNaidu Kin
jarepu said at the reopening of the
upgraded Terminal 2 (T2} on
Saturday,

“We are developing and transform-
ing our airports into  world-class
rranzic hubs at an unprecedented
pace. Haodling nearly 50 per cent of
the Morth™ tolal passenpar LraiTic
and rmanaging nearly 50,000 tranzlers
every duy, Delhi s emerring as & pre-
fierred transfer iub,™ Naidu said,

The uparaded terminal, which has
six passenper boarding bridges and
scif-haggage drop faciliny, will open
for  passcngct  opcrations from
Sunday. Alr India and Indiio will op-
erate around 120 Aights feom T2

The termimtl also has o virtuzl in
formation desk where trovellers can
access lnve flight information, nedg-

FUTURE-READY. Cral Byiation Minister K Ram Mofian Maide inaugurating the Delhi
airport’s renavated Terminal 2 on Satundayses wpeas

ate to boarding gates, explore airport
cutlets and services, chat with a vir-
tual support assisrant, and cven gen-
erate Wi-Fi CEEPHINS all wia one in
Leractive r.||'.|Lf|.|:rn|.

Melhi  Internatiomal  Afrport Led

CEO Videh Kumar faipuriar said the
reopening of the terminal allows for a
more  balanced  asrline  operations
across terminals, further enhancn
E|[Li:iEnL':¢' and comvenience for |:1:|E
lionz of travellers,
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Airlines to operate 26,495 flights
every week in winter schedule

NEW DELHI, PTI: Airlines will
operate 26,495 flights every
week in the winter schedule
starting from October 26,
connecting 126 airports and
the number of services will be
around 6 per cent higher than
the year-ago period.

The number of weekly
flights in the Winter Schedule
2025 (W525), spanning from
October 26 to March 28 next
year, 1s 3.46 per cent higher
than the current summer
schedule, but the total number
of airports connected in WS25

will be slightly lower.

The civil aviation ministry on
Friday said 26,495 departures
per week have been finalised
to/from 126 airports in the
WS25 compared to 25,610
departures per week from 129
airportsin the Summer Sched-
ule (S525).

Alldomesticairlines, except
Air India, Alliance Air, and Fly
Big, will be operating more
weekly flights than in WS524,
In W525,IndiGo and Air India
will operate 15,014 weekly do-
mestic flichts.
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Smooth transfer process first
phase in‘aviation hub’goals

PRESS TRUST OF IMDIA
New D_'Eﬂﬂﬂ‘tﬂbﬂr 25

THE GOVERMMENT 15 looking to
put in place a seamless immi-
gration process in which a pas-
senger planning to travel over-
seas throwgh Delhi or Mumbai
airportscan completeimmigra-
tiom at select origin airports.
The plan being considered by
the Civil Aviation Ministry is
part of efforts to make key
Indian airports international
aviation hubs by ensuring
seamless, smooth transfer
processes,

InresponsetoaPTIqueryon
efforts toaddress issues related
to making India an interna-
tional aviation hub, Civil Avia-
tion Minister K Rammaohan
Maiduon Saturday said the min-
istry has identified Delhi and
Mumbai airports for the first
phase to make them interna
tinnal hukbs.

Civil Aviation Minister

K. Ramrmohan Maidw at

the inauguration of the
refurbished Terminal 2 of
Delhi airport, on Saturday

Forexample, Maidu said that
if a parson is flying from Surat to
London, can he or she come to
Surat, complete the immizra
tion process there, and then take

the flight from Delhi without
leaving the terminal

8o, these are some things
that we are working on, where
the passenger,evenifheis com-
ing from another point and
wanting to travel outside the
country, can come to the hub
destination, and without doing
anotherimmigration,cantravel
from there. This is the D to 1
(Domestic to International)
travel, and there is | oo 1 (Inter
national toIntemational) travel
also,"the ministersaid.

On the policy framework
side, the ministry is actively
looking at all these things,
Maidu szaid, adding that
the aim is te build a compre-
hensive passenger transfer
ecosvstem over the next two
to thres yvears.

He spoke on the sidelines
after inaugurating the refur-
bished Terminal 2 (T2) at the
Delhi airport,
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Pilots displeased as Al plans ‘flexi contract’

Neha LM Tripathi

e hncistant mes g

MEW DELHI: Alr India is set w
introduce a controversial “lexi
contract model™ that could see
widebody pilots working just 15
days a momth while narmowbody
crews chinck A0 days, 2 move inssd-
rs say refiects cost pressures and
rising pilot numbers—and has
raised eyebrows across the avia-
tiom industry.

The scheme, to be rolled out in
two phases between Janwary and
Mlarch 206G, vwill indtially exclude
Bocing TET pibots and Delhi-based
crew operating Boeing 777 air-
craft. The airline has said the
scheme will be mandatory but
pikots are questioning whether the
voluntzary offer masks a costcut-
timez cxereise that could skash thedr
carnings by up to-40%, and even-
tually become a permanent fea-
e,

“As per the plan, a widchody
pilot will get work for 15 daysina
month and & narrowhody pilot
will get 20 days of work. This
means a further loss of flving
hours, which have already been

reduced from almost 90 hours a
moeth pre-Covid woalmost 5055
loirs & nsonith after priviatisation,”
one of the persons privy o the
informsation said, asking not (o be
naimed,

The airline confirmed the
developmment, describing it as a
“voluntary offer (o its pilots oper-
ating certain aircraft types to opt
for a lesser number of working
days with commensurate pay-
ments.” “This offer i entirely vol-
untary and will address the long-
standing desite amongst some
pilots to have more personal ime
available for themselves,” an Air
[ndia spokesperson said, adding
that pilots could continwe with
their current full work schedule i
they prefemed.

However, pilots have sharply
criticised the rationale behind the
model, which the airling has
described as a step “wards sup-
porting the evolving needs of the
airling’s pilot commumity while
uphaolding operational efficiency.”

Pilngs say the flexd model would
further eroade their income, with
narrowbody pilots facing a 30%
pay reduction and widebody

The scheme will be rolled out
in 2 phases between January

and March 2006, HEUTERS
pilots, particularky those on ultra-
long-haul flights to the US and
Canada, seeing reductions of up to
40%. "It is simply a cost-cutting
attempt If this was being done for
pilots, it's very casy to fiy 40 hours
in half the month. Why is the offer
not for 40 hours payment in 15
days™ one pibot said,

Pilot compensations typically
comprise a base salary, allowan-
crs unlinked to flying. plus fiying
hour allowances—payments for
each hour flown—with airlines
nommally guaranteeing a mini-
mum nomber of paid howrs
memthly, A second pilot HT spoke
to said the minimum guarantee

under the voluntary scheme
added dat the base pay in the vol-
uniary scheme would be a cutof
45% = whidch appears to be com-
mensurate with the reduction of
the puaranteed paid hours from
40 to 22, “There will also be a
reduction in the hourdy rate, from
that we understand, though sped-
fis have not been shared yet,” this
person said.

Another pilot added that the
new limits on how many days
pibots can work with further Bmit
the scope of racking upadditional
hours. Air Indiz, which was priva-
tised in 2022, had 3280 pilots as of
Moarch this year, aocording to gow-
crnment data shared with Parlia-
ment. The aidine operates a flect
of 174 aircraft including 33 Bocing
7875, as of 23 October, according
tor aiteraft flect tracking website
Planespotter.com.

After privatisation, Air India
placed one of the largest aircraft
orders in histony, spanning single-
aisle and widebody jets from Boe-
ing and Airbus, to be deliveredin
phases over the coming years, Par-
liamentary data shows the airhine
will require approximately 5,870

pilots over e nesd decade o sup-
port [ts planned expansion.

[ndlustry ioeTs reguire varying
pilot compiements depending on
aircralt iype Bosing 7775 need 26
pilots {13 commanders and 13 first
officers) per plane, Boving 7875
recpuire 30 pilots (M commanders
ard 10 first officers), while the
recently inducted Airbus A35
needs 30 pilots (15 commanders
and 15 first officers). Narrowbody
gircraft, including the Airbus
AZH) family and Boeing 737 Max,
require an average of 12 pilots-—six
pilots per aircratt on a standard
basis. This arithmetic is based on
keeping aircraft operational
throughout the month while
enisuring pileds have adequate rest
betwoen flights and don't excecd
regulatory duty limits,

Pilots have also pointed to con-
tradictions in the airline’s
approach. “Afrlines are discourag-
ing pilots from taking jobs abroad,
yet thev'e offering flexible con-
tracts that reduce fhying hours and
pay. If the terms are being made
flexihle, the six-month notice
period should be reconsidered
too,” ome pikot said,
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{ MY DELHI ] 'OPENING DATE SOON'
Adityanath inspects
Jewar airport work

5

Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday reviewed work at the Jewar airport site and
directed the concessionaire to complete it as soon as
passible. “The date for the inauguration will be
finalised soon, and we have given the timelines to
compéete the civil work and also obtain requisite
approvals in advance for the mega event.” said

RE Singh, chief executive officer of the Noida
International Private Limited, a state agency formed
to oversee the work. The long-awaibed Noida
International airport may take another at least a
manth before it gets inaugurated, senior officials
privy to the development said on Saturday. 5P
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Delhi airport is emerging as
preferred transfer hub: Naidu

Delhi airport’s refurbished Terminal 2 will be
operational from Sunday, enhancing passenger
handling capacity at the country’s largest airport.
Air India and IndiGo are set to operate 120 Hights
daily. Inaugurating the revamped terminal, Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram Mohan Naidu on
Saturday said the government is developing
airports into world-class transit hubs. “Handling
50% of the northern region's passenger traffic
and managing nearly 50,000 transters every day,
Delhi is emerging as a preferred transfer hub,”
the Minister said. en
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U.P. CM reviews progress of
works at Noida airport

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Aditvanath on
Saturday inspected the Noida International
Airport in Jewar, reviewing the progress of the
domestic terminal, inauguration venue, security
arrangements, traffic management, and ongoing
construction works. Later, he chaired a high-level
meeting with senior district ofhicials and police
administration, Noida International Airport
Limited, and the airport construction agency.
The CM directed that every task be completed
within the stipulated time frame, maintaining the
highest standards, and warned against any form
of laxity in inauguration preparations. e
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More flights to operate from
Mangaluru airport from today

Mangaluru will have one more daily flight service
to Delhi and a new thrice-a-week flight service to
Thiruvananthapuram, according to the
Mangaluru International Airport. There will be
more flight connections to Dammam, Doha,
Kuwait, Jeddah and Bahrain as per this year’s
winter schedule which will come into effect from
Sunday. The Winter Schedule '25 is expected to
cater to the growing demand for air travel during
the winter season, the airport said.
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Airlines to operate 26.495
weekly flights this winter

NEW DELHI: Airlines will
operate 26,495 flights every
week in the winter sched-
ule starting from October 26,
connecting 126 airports and
the number of services will be
around & per cent higher than
the year-ago period.

The number of weekly
flights in the Winter Schedule
2025 (WS25), spanning from
October 26 to March 28 next
year, is 3.46 per cent higher
than the current summer
schedule, but the total number
of airports connected in W525
will be slightly lower.

The Civil Aviation ministry
on Friday said 26,495 depar-
tures per week have been final-
ised to/from 126 airports in
the W525 compared to 25,610
departures per week from 129
dirports in the Summer Sched-
ule {3525).

All domestic airlines, except

Air India, Alliance Air, and Fly
Big, will be operating more
weekly Hights than in W524,

“Out of these 126 airports,
Amravati, Hissar, Purnia and
Rupsi are the new airports pro-
posed by the scheduled airlines
in the W525, whereas opera-
tions from Aligarh, Morad-
abad, Chitrakoot, Bhavnagar,
Ludhiana, Pakvong and
Shravasti airports were sus-
pended in the WS25," the min-
istry said in a release.

In ‘W525, IndiGo and
Air India will operate 15,014
weekly domestlc flights, while
Afr India Express will operate
4 277 domestic ﬂ.ig,]ﬂa.

Spicefet and Akasa Air will
operate 1,568 flights and 1,027
flights per week, respectively.

Alliance Air w:‘lt1 have 520
weekly flights, Star Alr (538),
Fly91 (196), India One (126)
and Fly Big (58). AGHNCIES

25 OCTOBER 2025
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EFFORTS TO MAKE KEY AIRPORTS INT'L AVIATION HUBS

Govt plans ‘seamless’ immigration for
passengers flying through hub airports

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

MNEW DELHT: The povedn-
ment is lonking toput i place
a semmless imimigralion pro-
cess in which & passenger plan.
nang Lo iravel overseas lhneugh
Dxetsi af Musmihad airports can
vewse e s rativm ar sl
arigin alrpors.

The |_|4:.11 |1I'.I'IH comsidered
by thee L7l Aviation mlnls
try is part of elforts o make
by D alepnita interv-
rianal aviarice hiiks |:-‘.' k-
I searnless, smoath transfer
|:ﬂ|||'-|'\-a-|'.-c

In response [ & query an
efforts to add ress s releted
o emaking Iisdia anm fiterna-
rianal aviarian by, Ol Avi-
aticn Minister B Rammahan
Maidu oo Sarormday said Tl
rainls ty bas Identidied Delhi
anid Felumbn airpaoris for e
limed phase to maky tkem inler-

raalizn-ul Fuths

For exanyple, Maida said
that il a persun 15 llving from
surak b Reswdon, can e oe she
coaEe o Sueal, comiplets e
immigration process there, and
I I:-lhrll'\u'.l'l'.-.,:'n Tronm et hi
without leaving the termizal.
"o these are s thimgs
thal "we an: workmng o, where

HIGHLIGHTS

5 This Ciwil Aviction minsiry has
iderffied Dedhi and Mumbai
airpedts for tha firsl phoee i
mae them internotional hobs

o India & ona of e warkls fosesi-
grerwieey eiwil criation ke,
and domastc airines hove
ploosd ceders far mesarky 1,530
alrorafe

o Thia chedlanga s 1o anuira
scamicss pascnger ronsfors

thi: [RIEETIeT, 1en il e s
caming from another polot
anid wanlmg by irvel oulsde
the cotinkry, cam came ta the
luah destisarine., aid withsn
daing anotler immigratban.
an Iranee! [roen thisne

“'[hiks ks ke D bo ] (Do
Lic to Internatimall toeeel, and
there = 1 e 1 (Intermalioral Lo

Internativeal ] bl alus” the
malnister said.

On the pulicy mmewert:
sk, the mivietry i3 activedy
lewbtinge an all rhese Tl
maldu said, adding thar the
:-|i|||i-.'|:|||||i|||:-|||'\-|.—1_'\r|_‘h|'||l:|||'
passenger transfer ecasystent

uaeer Lhe nis L Twe Ba e yzars
He spuokie o the adeline:

after ingurating the refur-
Isiadsad Termninad 2 012) a1 che
'|'||'!'|i:-|ir||||r|

Aocording o hing thechal
lengae i bovenenry sezmbees pas-
Serger transfers in efforts fo
make India an inkernalz=omsl
aviation ik, "How do we
el ir e searsabess foe 130G
[ Dhomuestie wo Domestic), [ oo
T Irterna=troea ] e Thoresd 05,
L | Dvomusstic o Inoema
tranad] and 1 i1 {Inlermaixing
e Ieteriva-tiomal) transfers
s is rhe challenge " 1he
crinisber sxd.

Frules iz o ol Che wawdif=
fastest gromdng chell sviatkon
rrrarkels and domieslic airline:
Faave: pdaced arders for cearly
1, 5000 airvraft.,

The Indirs Gandhil Ionder
rolicmnl ﬁ.ir'mrl THGTA L i Che
country's largss airport It
Fras (e bermirsals aml G
FUITRRYS.
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Delhi airport emerging as
preferred transfer hub: Naidu

Terminal 2 to be operational from today

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MEW DELHT: Dielhi airports
refurbishied Terrminal 2 will be
operational from Chctober 26,
enhancing passenger handling
capacity at the country’s larg-
el amirpusrt, wilh Air Tnabin amd
IndiGao set to operate a fokal of
L2 flighes daily,

Inaugurating the revamped
T2, Civil Aviation minkter K
Rammuohan Maidu on Satunday
sl thl'gm':-rn miend 15 -.|r-11-||:||'|
g and transforming alrports
it wasld-class transit hubs at
an unprecedenied pace,

“Handlieyg sesarhy 30 per cent
of the Keethern regions 1odal
pAssenger traffic an MaAnAEErg
aiexry SO0 ransfers every day,
Delhi is emerging & a proferred
transter baby” he said. The Indira
Gandhi International Alpport
(1elAY can handle maore than
[ EKbmilinm pmlwmaltuunlly.

The more than 40-vear-
ald T2 was chot for rencrmtion
vt o April this year and will
bevone operatiomal on the inter-
svening nigl:ll of Ocinher 2515,

Unien Minkder of Chil Aviatian
Remmohan Noidu during the
smsujpsration ol the arly rifurbished
Terminal 1 of Delhi girpart L

coincading with the start of the
winder schedule, |:|a|:ring which
the airport is set to have asound
13 per cend more Blights tha the
previous winter schadule,

The winter schedule is from
Uiober 26, 2025, 1o March 28,
0, 'I'ngﬁhur. Arr Indis aned
[nsd o will operate arourd 120
daily dosestic flights fron the
upgraded T2, DIAL said in a
release.

“This (TZ) reopening also
allows for more balanced air-
line operathons across ierminals,
further enhancing efficiency and
canmvenbence for milllons of trav-
ellers” DAL CEO Videh Birar

[aipuriar i,

UP CM Yogi
inspects Noida
dirport site

OUR CORRESPOMBEMT

NOIA: Uttar Pradesh
Cheef Minkster Yopl Adina-
nath on Saturday inspected
the site of the upComing
Modda International Air-
ot i e Gawtarn Buddh
Magar district, which is
expected to be operationsl
s, alficials said.

A il::,'annrh. comslucied
an on-ste Inspeciion at
[ewar before holding a
review meeting with semior
affictals of the district and
airport authorities

The meeting fecused
on the project’s progress
and preparations for ifs
wpcorning inangaration,
afficials said.
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BAGGAGE SYSTEM AT DELHI AIRPORT’S
T1 FACES TEMPORARY GLITCH

NEW DELHI: The baggage system at Delhi airport’s
Terminal 1 (T1) experienced a temporary glitch on
Saturday, but operations were normalised later.

The Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGIA) in the
national capital has three terminals -- T1, T2 and T3.
T1 and T2 are only for domestic flights. "We expe-
rienced a minor momentarily glitch with a section of
baggage system at Terminal 1," Delhi airport opera-
tor DIAL said in a post on X at 11.20 am. Regretting
the inconvenience caused to passengers, DIAL said
teams worked closely with all stakeholders and that
operations are now normalised. In a post on X at
11.16 am, IndiGo had said that due to a temporary
baggage belt issue at T1, passengers may experi-
ence slightly longer wait times at check-in and bag-
gage collection.
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Myanmar woman held for
smuggling gold at 1GI Airport

A woman from Myanmar was arrested for smugqgling
gold worth ~1.17 crore at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport, the customs department said
on Saturday.

The accused was intercepted after her arrival from
Yangon, Myanmar on Friday.

During the personal and baggage search, six
rectangular-shaped yellow metal bars, appearing to

be gold weighing 996.5 grams were recovered from
the passenger.

The metal bars were concealed in brown colour tape and
hidden inside a black colour undergarment worn by the
passenger, said a statement issued by the customs
department. The total tariff value of the recovered gold
Is 1,17 crore, customs said.
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Yogi inspects

PICHEER MBNS SERMVICE
Cailarm Buddha MNagar

Littar Pradesh Chilef Minister
Yogl Adltyanatb on Saturday
inspected the Molda
Imlernational Airpar! in
lewar, reviewing the
piragr =55 af The charme=sTic ber
minal, nauguration wenue,
securily armangements, traiiic
management, and ongoing
construction works.
F:JIIrr.,!.-ing the inspechion,
the Chief Minister chalred a
high-leve| review  meeting
in the alrport boardroom
wilth senior oflicials rom
the district and police admin:
istration, Nolda International
Airport Limited (MIALY srd
the airporl construction
agency, A presentalion was
made on projec progress,
upcarmning action plans. ard
preparations for the Inawsgu-
ration. Nating that the Moida
International Airport will
serye as 3 symbol of Uttar
Fradesh™s development, he
emphasised thal guality,
tirmeliness, and coordinalion

milst remain top priorities in
all construclion activilies.
The Chief Ministor dirccted
that every task be complet
ed within the stipulated
timeframe, malntaining the
highest standards, and
warned agalnst any form of
I !Il'il'l Inﬂl,:a:__;l IFALRON prepa-
rations

Chiefl Minister also stressed
the imiportance of beaudifica-
tion, cleanliness, and passen-
ger amenibies acrass he
alrport complex and sur
|:|:I:Jr".|::||ru_:|.=-|-:|=:ﬂ=\. hr]rlll!i.-:"lnﬂll}l_
Adltyanath called for a con-
erete, coordinated plan for
securily and traffic manage-
ment, along with the timely
completion ol cannecting
roads and metro projects, he
UP Govertwrment said i oa
statement.

Chrisloph Schrellmann,
CEC of Yamuna Intermaiional
Airpar! Private Limited,
apprised tho chisf mindstor of
developments relalad 1o chl
Avialion, securil ¥ L &=l o=
slves sguad, control wunits,
subslalnng, and infrasires

DELHI

Lt Pradesh Chief Mnister Yogi Adityanath inspecting the newdy comstnuctad MNoida intemalioral Seport & Jeear
b Cemutarm B e Menar desiia on Salurdey

fura. Adityanath reviewed
all technical, securilty, and
administrative aspects of the
airport's operations amd
ssued nocessary directives.
Chief Qperating Officer Kiran
[ain provided detailed infor-
mation on permit issuance
Passenger securily, rumaay

testing, and CISF deploy.
mwenl. The chiel minisier
instructed that the alrport's
securily system be comgpre.
hzrvsive and fooiproof, cau-
tionlng that negligence
vetdld not Be lolerated. He
also reviewed progress on
road connectivily, cargo

26 OCTOBER 2025

PEONEER PHOTD

transporl links, the flra
qlation, waler realmen
plant, dralnage systems. and
parking facilities.

MIAL CED Rakesh Kumiar
Slmgh and MNodal Officer
Shailendra Bhatia brieled
Adityanath on connactivity
ared infrastruchure regdiness

Noida International Airport

The Chief Minkster instructed
that all preparations be comm.
pleted on lime 10 ensure a
sale, smooth, and conve-
nient passenger experience,
with regular monitoring of
progress and stricl adkber-
ence to guality standards.
A.;!:I:rinruill:,- "l'l:‘:lgi ﬂ.r.|i1'_-,l:=|n:alh
reviewed preparations For
the wupcoming public
maeting and rally. He direct-
ed officlals (o ensure proper
land I-eru'rllin.l:' Clearliress
lighting, drinking water
tnllels, and police ‘u.“'l':l.lrl.!}l
enswring full convenlance
lar attenckesss. Chiel Mingslesr
Yogi Adityanath alsoermpha-
cised smootih trafflic and
rark in-:_; managemeani
adding that high-level secu-
rir:lr |ig]||"|1ir':[]_arr::h‘:heanlir“nﬂ.ﬁh
must be maintainad
I:hr'l'_“-ughnul ke area the
statement sald.

Later in the evening, Chisf
Minister called on President
Droupadi Murmu, Wice
Pregicent C P Radbakrishnan
and Frime Minister Narendra
Mescli iry Newe De=lhl
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120 Air India, IndiGo flights shifted to
upgraded Terminal 2 at IGI Airport

JIITENDRA CHOUBEY (@ MNew Delhi

DELHI airport's refurbished
Terminal 2 (T2) will be opera-
tional from October 26, enhane-
ing passenger handling capacity
at the country’s larpest air-
port, with Air India and
Indifio set to operate a
total of 120 Aights daily,
In a move bo optimise
operations and support
GAE0INg expansion work
at T3, airline services at
1GI have been redistribuatsd
across the terminals,

The authorities have advised
passengers to cheek Aight and
terminal details with their air-
line before travelling.

Alr India, previously operat-

. j
_ '
N : ;
- | partures, will remain at

inzsolely from T4, will now splif
operations etween Terminalz 1
and 2, with T3 focusing on inter-
national flights,

IndiGo, which aperates from
all three ferminals, will contin-
e its domestic serviees from

T1, while flights numbered
6E 2000-6E 20409 will shift
to T2, Flightls numbered
GE SM-6E 5004 along
with international de-

T3, A Alr India has shitted
nearly 80 domestic flights
from T3 to T2
Additionally, Alr India Ex-
pross will operate from T, and
Spicedet and Akasa Alr will
continue at T1. Union Minister
of Civil Aviation, K Rammoban

Maidu, inaupgurated the upgrad-
&d T2, noting the terminal’s ad-
vanced technology and en-
hanced passenger experience,
"“Terminal 2, after a comprehen-
sive revamp, will meet the grow-
ing demand and modern nesds
of air travel,” Naidw said.

The Indira Gandhi Interna-
tinnal Airport (1GLA) can han-
dle more than 100 million pas-
sengers annuwally

The upgraded T2 boasts key
features like Self-Baggage Drop,
six new Passenger Boarding
Bridges and a Yirtual
Information Desk providing re-
al-time Oight updates. Accessi-
bility for Persons with Reduced
Mobility has been prioritised
ensuring convenlient travel
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Civil Aviation Ministerinauguratesrevamped
Terminal2atIGlairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dethi, 25 Ociobyer

Civil Awiation Minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
o Saturday inavgurated the
renovated Terminal 2 (T2) of
Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGLA).

According to the Delhi
International Airport Limited
(MAL), theupgraded rerminal
will become operational from
theintervening night of October
25and 26.

Terminal 2 was temporarily
closed in April this vear for a
major upgrade. The reopening
of Terminal 2 coincides with
the commencement of the

(™

winter schedule, the airport
operator said in a statement,
The inauguration ceremony
wasattended by seniorofficials
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, the Airports

Authority of India, the CISF,
and DIAL. "Under the globally
acknowledged and nationally
respected leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, we
are developing and rransforming
our airports into world-class

transit huhs at anunprecedentad
pace theCivil Aviation Ministor
said.

“Handling nearly 50 per
cent of northern India’s total
passenger traffic and nanaging
around SO000transters daily,
Delhi isemernging as a prefermad
transfer hub. [ helievethis has
been possible only because
of DIAL%S continuous efforts
toupgrade infrastructure and
enhunoe possenger througshpot,”
he added.

Mo the 40-yvear-okd legacy
Terminal 2 has been reimagined
and revitalimed tomeet modem
aspirations and prowing demand
I extend my heartiest
congratulations and deepest

appreciation o DIAL and GME
for executing an efficient,
smart, and passenger-centric
modernization project.

Every traveller passing
through here will experience
the essence of a Connected,
Competitive, and Caring India”
the Minister said. Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar, CEO of DIAL, said,
“The refurbished Terminal 2
represents asienificant milestone
in Dielhi Adrports trnsformeation
JOLIFTIEY,

Designed as afuture-ready,
passenger-friendly terminal,
T2 integrates modem technology;
smart infrastructure, and
imyproved accessibility todeliver
a seamless travel experience,
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Airline fined for not flying man with ‘single name’

Ram.Sundaram
FEtimesofindia.com

Chennai: Can a missing surna-
me keep someone from flving? It
did for former Tamil Nadu MLA
Nizamudeen, who was stopped
fromboarding a Gulf Airflight at
Moscow airport because his pas-
sport had only one name.,

According o the complaint,
Nizamudeen, who is a practising
advocate and former legislator,
was due to attend a meeting in
Dubaion Feb 10, 2023, Despite hol
ding a valid UAE visa under the
same single-name passport, he
was not allowed to board a flight
to Bahrain, which was to connect
him to Dubai.

Gulf Alr staff reportedly ci-
ted a rule requiring two words in

The consumer forum said the airline was
solely responsible for not updating its
procedures, and directed it to pay 71
lakh in compensation, 710,000 towards

litigation cost and ticket refund

the passport, leaving him stran-
ded after check-in. He later boo-
ked a ticker on Adr Arabia using
the same passport and was allo-
wed to travel without issue.

Gulf Air argued before the
disirici consumer disputes red-
ressal  commission (Chennai
north) that it merely followed the
UAE's Nov 2022 nolification, re-
quiring both a first and last na-
me. The airline claimed it could

not board a passenger with a
single-word passport name, as
such travellers would be deemed
‘inadmissible’ under UAE entry
laws. It maintained that another
passenger, who accompanied Ni-
ramudesn, had the required na-
me format and was allowed to bo-
ard the same fight,

The travel agent, Akbar Tra-
vels, said it had booked the ticket
through another agency and had

no role in boarding process or
passenger clearance. It added
that Gulf Airhad ample time bet-
ween.Jan 21 and Feb%toverify the
name on the ticket and notify the
passenger of any restrictions.

The commission noted that
Air India had already circulated
amended guidelines in Nov 2022
allowing passengers with single-
word passports to travel if their
family name appeaned on anot
her page,

Finding Gulf Air solely re
sponsible for not updating its
procedures, itdivected (on Oct 22)
the airline to pay £1 lakh in com-
pensation and w10,000 towards li-
tigation cost within two months,
Gulf Air was also directed to re-
fund the ticket amount of 29,689,
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Yogi invites Modi to flag off

Tuees News Me revank

Noida Int’l Airport [n Jewar

Luclkwow: Chief Minister Yogi Adiivanach
areied out an ingpection af the undercn-
struction Moida Infernational Airport inJew-
ar oy Zamrday, and was agsured by odficials
thatall ponding wors will be compleded by Mo
15. The UM then procesded to Delhil, whese he
mel President Drowpad? Murmu and PR Ba
vendra Modi He invited the P to insugurate
Lheaicport and Mnalise s dale for the avenl.
Dring his inspection, the CM reviewsd
Lhe slatos of work at the domsestibe eoraeiinal,
the inauguraiion venuae, security arrange-
Bienas, tralfle nianagamant, And projects cur-
rently under construction. He then chaired a
meseting with cificials of MNoida International
Mdrpart Limitesd { MIALY, theairportconstroe
ticn apencs senior administration and pelice
pdTicials eaddress pach matler incdelail.
Calling the Nouda International Airport a
gyrbal of Uttar Pradeah’s developiweit, the 05
warned officials of any Taxity that may hamper
preparations for the manguration of the aiyr-
poirt, Hespoke abot the importanoe af beaugil
catian, cleanliness, amd passenger amenitias
acrngs e abrport cofmpbey and surraunding ar
s, Beviowing conneetivity snd traffic manage-
P, Yol sasl thar a ecocedinated and eonerete
plan mozst be in place while conneeting rosds
arnd Memoslvibd be complesed af the earllest
Chrisloph Schoellmann, the CRO of Tamu:
na International Abrport Private Linited, gave
i dmlail=] presentatiog 1o e R on devalope
ments relatad to civil aviation, security, the ex-
Pleivies gl contral wivils, sub-Eiations, amd
infrastracture, Chief Oporating Offieer Kiran
Jalnprovided deatled Information on lssuance
of permibs, passenper security;, tosting of the

gk K i

UP CM meviewed the status of work ab the airport

ranway and deployement of CISF lorsecurily
‘gl akso reviewed the prowress on the carga
Trarapert ks, thellrestatkon, water treatment
plamit, Arairsge syshems, and parking Taeilities,
The Notda Internationgl Alrport iz spread
over 3,000 acres, 5o Tar, B30 acres have hoesn
acguired for the project, and the remaining
S eeres W be acguired wilhin the next
threr months, s=aid a gevernment spokospar-
gt Hesahd that theoast ol land acquigition is
approximately Bz 50 erors, whils the cost of
constrction will beabeuwt Bs 7,000 crore,
O imauguratel, thoairport will opessie
with ene runway with a capacity to manage
150 Mipghils peer ciay, The airport’s capacity will
be 12 million passengers anmaally Omee pas
aeqeper LEaffie Wikl axcesd 10 million per v
work an the spoond runway will commenoe, at
the completion of which the alrport will be
abletoserve Wmillion passcngers annanlls
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Upgraded T2 at IGIA symbol
of a connected India: Naidu

Tt Mirws MeTwans

Mew Dielhi: The Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport's revamped Terminal 20 T2 was
inaugurated on Saturday by Civil Aviation
minister K Rammohan Naiduo.

T2, which barmme operational with fthe
start of the winter schedule, was upgraded
under Delhi International Airport Lud's
(DEAL modernisation plan tomake the aie
prart more e e iend and passenger-ieiendlw

Calling the projed a “symbael of & con-
necied, competitive and caring Tmvdin,” Mai-
du srid the redevelopment reflects the goort’s
foeus on world-class aviation infrastructhare
fo mesed thie grewdng demands of alr irave
fers The Delhi airport handles neardy half
of northern Indin's passenger traffic, with
around 50,H0 transfers daily, he noted, ma-
Elngfuture-ready infrastucture essential.

Maiclu expressal prade in the mansfiore
muation of Defhis T2, saving. 1 el a ol of
pride in walking sround this terminal
When [ travelled to the US back in the day
this termimal s wheremy earliest memorles
ol going abioad were meade The 20-vearald
legncy terminal has been reimagined to me-
et the pspirations of madern pessengers, We
set a firm deadline to complete the upgrade
bediiee the winter schedule, and today we ha.
i achbeved 14,7 Naldu said, adding that the
move will strengihen Delhi's position as an
aviation hub.

Hi highlighted a 13% increase i connec-
tiwity Trom Delhi compared with the summer

sehedile, noting thist aldd ines are expanding
rerbes (o improse pational connecEnity

DAL, led by the GME Group, said the pe-
furbishad T2 has been desigmed {o delivera
Faster, amarter and maore comfortable pas-
senger experienee [ new features selli-bag-
paghes dlro enombers, o virtue] inkrmetion
chsks offering Live fight updates and six new
passengrer boarding brideges with advanced
apcesaibility fratures. Interiors have been
aneerhanled with sky Hehts, modernoeilings,
uprmded Dooring and new wayfinding sig-
nage, alomg with improved Feeilities for per-
soms with reduced mohility Ventilation and
fire safety systems have also een uprraded,

Flight operatbons have been pealigred
acrugs terminas to improve elficiencs In
diGo will operate Hights numbered SE
2000-29:10 froon the revamped T2, while con-
tining atlier domestic Mights foom T and
internaliomel serviees lrom T Ale Trdia
will shifi around 680 domestic Nights from
TatoT2 while Air India Express will hamd-
le all domestic operations fromm TL Spiceat
and Akaza Alr will continue operating
[eoan TL Together, Adr [ndia and IndiGowill
matnage arcand 120 daily demestic Dights
from TEomce it becomes operational.

DIAL CECQ Videh Kumar Jaipuriar cal-
lad the reppening 4 algnificant milestone
In the alrport’s growth stors “The terml
nal is now future-ready to handle rising
passenger volumes and strengthen Delhi's
status as the country's foremost aviation
ks, hoe el
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