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No bomb found on Indian flight to
Colombo, say ajrport authorities

AGENCIES

COLOMBO

Mo bomb was [ound on
the Wistara flight which
received a threat call min-
utes before it landed at
the Bandaranaike Tnter-
national Airport here on
Thursclay, au thorities said.

The airport aut horitics
aaid they declared a foll
EMergency response to a
bomb scare reported on
the Colombo-bound Vis-
tara flight from Mumbai.

“A non-specific call on o
Ioanb threat was reported
Lo the Qight belore landing
at BIA. Accordingly, the
security agencies and rel-
evanl authorities adopted
all precaubtionary and pre-
ventive measures,” a stafie-
ment gaid.

The flight with 107 pas-
sengers, one infant, and
eight crew on board land-
ed safely at the airport at
1455 hours, the statement
said.

“All passenpers were
safely evacuated from the

\
A/
P

Anon-specific callon a bomb threat was
reported to the flight before landing at
BIA. Accordingly, thesecurityagencies
and relevant authoritics adopied

all precautionary and preventive
measures,” astatement said.

aiteraft to the passenger
termminal, ™ il said,

Om Thursday, more than
70 flights of variowus Indi-
an airlines received bomily
threals.

Around 20 [lirhts each
of Air India, Vistara, and

IndiGo received bomh
threats while Akasa Adr
gol the threats for about
14 flizhts.

In 11 days, nearly 250
ighis operated by the In-
dian carviers have received
the bomb threats,
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Mumbai Airport
reports 5.3%
traffic growth

PASSENGER TRAFFIC AT
Mumbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Intermational Airport
girew by 5.3% y-o-y at
24.68-million in HL FY25,
aided by a higher growth

in the international trave,
according to sources, PTI
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‘One Nation Billion Celebrations” at Ahm airport

FPJMNews Service
AHMEDABAD

Sardar  Vallabhbhai  Patel
International Alrport,
Ahmedabad (SVPIA), man-
aged by Adani Airport

Holdings Limited, a subsidi-
ary of Adani Enterprises Ltd,
the fagship incubator of the
globally diversified Adani
Fortfolio, launched One
Nation Billion Celebrations,
the annual festival and shop-
ping, aimed to delight
domestic and international
travelers, alike. From I5th
October, 2024 until 10th
January, 2025 ONBC will fea-
ture a series of regional fest-

val celebrations, thematic
decor, passenger engagement
activations, and an enticing
contest where passengers
may win assured gifts
Throughout the campaign,
PasSENZETS journeying
through SVPIA will be
immersed in the diverse cul-
tural landscape of India,
enjoying the jubilant festiv-
ities of occasions such as
Diwali, Christmas, and New
Year. Currently, the Airport
has been adorned with capti-
vating thematic decorations
for Diwali, encapsulating the
essence of new beginnings
and the triumph of light over
darkness.

Various contests during
One Nation Billion
Celebrations will offer passen-
gers the chance to win excit-
ing prizes including inter na-
tional trips, a Royal Enfield
hike, Croma vouchers, Coke
and Rhine Valley Chocolate,
as well as many other enticing
gifts when they shop at retail
outlets at SVPLA.  With an
gbundance of over 100
specially curated brand pro-
motions by more than 80
unigue brands, travellers pas-
sing through SVPIA are
encouraged to explore and
enhance their airport experi-
ence by participating in One
Nation Billion Celebrations.
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In 20 years, India to
develop additional
200 airports: Naidu

PTI

NEW OELH1
P

Highlighting the growth
potential of India’s civil avi-
ation space, Union minister K
Rammohan  Naidn on
Thursday said the country
might need 4,000 more
planes in the next 20 years
and 200 more airports are
expectedto bedeveloped dur-
ing the same period.

Currently, Indian carriers
are operating around 800
planes and more than 1,200
aircraft are on order. The
number of airports has
doubled to 157 in the last 10
years and the count is
expected to rise by 50 in the
next 5 vears.

“In the next 20 years, we
might need another 4,000 air-
craft to cater to the demand of
the Indian aviation sector,”
Naidu said and stressed on
the need for further develop-
ing the airport ecosystem in
the country.

Afrports have to be places
for job creation, economic
activities and commerce
centres, he added.

India is one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets.

The minister was speaking
after inaugurating the Airbus
India and South Asia
Headquarters - Training
Centre in the national capital,

“With expanding air travel,
the stress on pilots, both

Currently, Indian car-
riers are operating
around 800 planes
and more than 1,200
aircraft are on order.
India might need
4,000 more planes in
the next 20 years

—

physical and mental, is kind of
increasing... state-ofthe-art
simulators being set up are
gning to provide a world-class
training environment where
pilots can practice complex
procedures in a very realistic
environment,” Naidu said.

The minister also men-
tioned about efforts to ensure
more ease of doing business
and long-term plans to design
and manufacture planes in
India.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumhmmang Vualnam said
the air passenger trafficin the
country is expected to double
in the next five years from 220
million, which was achieved
last year.

The Airbus centre will also
serve as a pilot and mainten-
ance training centre that will
accommodate four A320neo
Full Flight Simulators (FFS).
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‘Govt aims to
develop 50
more airports
in 5 vears’

NEW DELHI: Civil Avia-

tion Minister K Rammo-
han Naidu on Thursday
said the government aims
to set up 50 more airports
in the next five years.

The minister and
pitched for further devel-
oping the country’s air-
port ecosystem that will
also help in boosting job
creation.

In the last 10 years, the
number of airports has
doubled to 157.

Naidu said that 50 more
airports are expected to be
developed in the next five
years and 200 more in the
next 20 years.

The minister was
speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Airbus India and
South Asia Headquarters
- Training Centre in the
national capital.

He also stressed the
need to further develop
the airport ecosystem that
will help boost job creation
and commercial activities.

Civil Awviation Sec-
retary  Vumlunmang
Vualnam said the air pas-
senger traffic in the coun-
try is expected to double
in the next five years from
220 million, which was
achieved last year. Pl
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CYCLONE: ‘AIRCRAFT PARKED ON THE BAYS WILL BE TIED UP’

Kolkata airport takes measures to ensure
safety of people, planes & infrastructure

KOLKATA: As the time of sus-
pendmg flight operations grad-
ally approaches in the wake of
one Dana, the Kolkata air-
port authorities started making
arrangements to ensure safety
of people and planes and infra-
structure at the facility.

Flight operations at the air-
port will be suspended for 15
hours from 6 pm on Thursday.

All entry and exit doors
of the terminal building will
be sealed after the last flight
departs from the Kolkata air-
port while the aircraft parked
on the bays will be tied up,
airport Director Dr Pravat Ran-
jan Beuria said.

“In addition, all aerobridges
will be retracted and ladders will
be tied together to prevent those
from moving and hitting planes
during the storm,” Beuria said.
Following the standard operat-
ing procedure, all vehicles used
in the airside of the airport will
be removed from the opera-
tional area. “All ground handling
equipment will also be chained
together so that nothing moves
due to the gusts,” the airport

director sai

Security personnel stand guard at closed entry gates of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International Airport after several flights were cancelled, in

Kolkata, on Thursday

PIC/PTI

» 'In addition, all aero-
bridges will be re-
tracted and ladders
will be tied together
to prevent those from
moving and hitting
planes during
the storm’

» Following the stan-
dard operating pro-
cedure, all vehicles
used in the airside
of the airport will be
removed from the
operational area

All ground handling units or
agencies will ensure that nothing
— no materials related to their
work — is left in the open. This
is done to ensure that there is no
flying debris during the storm.

They could cause damage to
aircraft parked on the tarmac,
Beuria said. Sources said that
airlines work in sync with the
authorities of the airport. Other
standard safety-related proce-

dures such as lowering of high
mast lights and mooring of
smaller aircraft will also be done,
the sources said.

No light or moveable objects
will be left in the open.

Pumps are on standby at
the operational area of the air-
port to drain out water from
the premises in case there is

inundation due to heavy rain-
fall induced by the cyclone, the

airport director said. The state
government employees have
also been informed to make
sure that the area around the
irport premises, both ci
::fggcandgir side, are free fm:ny
waterlogging  because it
needs to be ensured that the
approach roads to the airport
are clear once operations at
the airport resume at 9 am
on Friday. AGENCIES
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NIA nabs Arsha Dala’s
close assomate from IGIA

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

The National Investigation

Agency (NIA) on Thursday

arrested a close associate of
Khalistani terrorist Arshdeep
Singh Dala alias Arsh Dala
from the Delhi Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport.
According to an official state-
ment, Baljeet Singh alias Baljeet
Maur of Bathinda in Punjab,
was taken into custody by the
NIA on his arrival at the IGI
airport from the UAE.

NIA investigations have revealed
that Baljeet Maur was involved
in logistic support, identification
of extortion targets, recruit-
ment of new cadres, as well as
terror funding to India-based
associates of Arsh Dala of the
proscribed outfit Khalistan
Terrorist Force (KTF).

Besides being wanted in a case
related to terror activities of the
KTE, Maur was also wanted in

)

several other cases, the state-
ment said. A non-bailable war-
rant of arrest was issued against
him in June 2024, while a
Look Out Circular (LOC) was
issued this February, it added.
“Maur's arrest marks a signif-
icant development in India's
hth against terrorism, partic-
arly concerning the activities
of the KTF and Dala,” the NIA
statement said.
The agency said he was iden-

tified as the key conspirator in
the KTF conspiracy to unleash
terror in Punjab in the case reg-
istered suo moto by the NIA on
February 13.

As per the NIA case, KTF
operatives, members and han-
dlers were engaged in raising
terror funds through extortion
activities, recruitment of new
cadre, targeted killings and
smuggling of arms and ammu-
nition into India.
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Cityairport prepares storcyclone, planes tied down

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 24 OCTOBER

All flight operations from
Kolkata airport remained
suspended for 15 hours
from Thursday evening to
Friday morning as the sever
cyclone comes closer to
West Bengal and Odisha
coast.

The Kolkata airport
authorities have already
sounded alert saying, “In
view of Cyclone Dana's
impact on the coastal region
of West Bengal, including
Kolkata, it has been decided
tosuspend flight operations
from 6 pm on Thursday to
9 am on Friday due to pre-
dicted heavy winds and
heavy to very heavy rainfall
in Kolkata.”

Air India has also issued
anadvisory to its passengers,

“Kolkata airport will remain
closed from 6 pm on 24
October till 9 am on Friday
due severe cyclone. All air
India flights to and from
Kolkata are cancelled during
this period. If your flight
has been rescheduled, please
click here
https:/ fairindia.com/in/en/
manage/selfreaccomoda-

'”HH

tion.html to select an alter-
nate option.”

As the time of suspending
flight operations gradually
approached, the Kolkata
airport authorities started
making arrangements to
ensure safety of people and
planes and infrastructure
at the facility.

All entry and exit doors
of the terminal building
were sealed after the last
flight departed from the
city airport while the aircraft
parked on the bays were
also tied down, top officials
of the airport said.

In addition, all aero-
bridges were retracted and

e ”',_I.' é
::::m., "'l&-,..

ladders were tied together
to prevent those from mov-
ing and hitting planes during
the storm, they added.

Following the standard
operating procedure, all
vehicles used in the airside
of the airport have also been
removed from the opera-
tional area by this evening.

“All ground handling
equipment will also be
chained together so that
nothing moves due to gusts,”
according to the sources at
the airport.

Sources said that airlines
work in sync with the author-
ities of the airport.

Other standard safety-

related procedures such as
lowering ofhigh mast lights
and mooring of smaller air-
craft will also be done, the
sources said.

No light or moveable
objects will be left in the
open.

Pumps are on standby
at the operational area of
the airport to drain out
water from the premisesin
case there is inundation
due to heavy rainfallinduced
by the cyclone, the airport
director said.

State government
employees have also been
informed to make sure that
the area around the airport
premises, both city side and
air side, are free from water-
logging because itneeds to
be ensured that the approach
roads to the airport are clear
once operations at the air-
portresumeat9am on Fri-
day.

The IMD said that the
cyclone is likely to make
landfall between Bhitarkani-
kaNational Park and Dham-
ra port in neighbouring
Odisha early Friday. The
maximum speed during the
landfall process is likely to
be around 120 kmph.
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Bomb
threat hits

11 flights
at airport

SANJAY MANDAL

Caleutta: Eleven fights to
and from Calcutia received
false security threats through
soclal media on Thursday,
which delayed the planned
shutdown of the airport, as a
precaution against Cyclone
Dana, by an hour.

Across the country, more
than 90 Mlights were impacted
by security threats on Thurs-
day, a problem Indian aidines
have been facing for over a
week now. Flights off Alr India,
IndiGo, Vistara, SpiceJet and
Akasa Alrlines recelved bomb
threats. At the Calcutta air-
port, seven Nights of IndiGo,
two of Alliance Air and one
each of Akasa Airlines and
SpiceJet received threats, said
alrport officials.

The IndiGo flights impact-
ed were:

B Bengaluru-Calcutta
B Guwahati-Calcutta
| Goa-Calcutta

B Calcutta-Amritsar

| Calcutta-Pune
& Calcutta-Bangalore
8 Caleutta-Hyderabad

The two Alliance Alr
Nights impacted were
@ Calcutta-Rupshi (Assam)
B Caleutta-Bilaspur

The Spicedet flight
impacted
B Bagdogra-Calcutta

The Akasa Airlines Night
impacted:
B Pune-Calcutta

The impacted flights arriv-
ing in Calcutia were taken to
the isolation bay and passen-
gers and luggage scanned.

“All customers were sale-
ly disembarked. At IndiGo,
the safety and security of our
customers and crew remains
paramount in all facets of our
operations.... We sincerely re-
gret any inconvenience this
situation may have caused
our customers and appreciate
their understanding.” IndiGo
saldin a statement

“The security procedures
led to a delay in suspending
Night operations at the Cal-
cuita airport on Thursday
evening.” said an official.

Airport offlicials said
this was the fourth time in a
week that the Calcutta air-
port received such bomb
threats. Thev said FIRs have
been lodged with police.

In the past few days, more
than 170 flights were impacted
by hoax threats
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Dana fallout: 4-fold rise in ticket rates, hopping flights

Airport shuts,
fares take off

SAMNIAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Cyvclone Dana
and Diwalli have pushed
airfares to and from Cal-
cutia through the roof.
Calcutia airport decided
1o shut down for 15 hours,
from &pm on Thursday till
Sam on Friday, because the
cyclone can irigger cross-
winds ol up to B0km an hour,
But threat calls to 11 Nights
In and out of the city caused
delayvs, with the last Night
taking ol at 7pm, officials sald.
They said 309 (lights, domes-
ticandintermational, to and from
Calcutta had been cancelled be-
cause d the approaching storm
A rush to reach or leave
the city before the cyclone
siruck and a scurry
for rebookings by passen-
gers booked on cancelled
fMights - coused airfares to
rise throefokd or even burfold
A one-way ticke! from Cal-
cutta to Delhi on Thursday
moming was priced at 735,000,
Usually, the fare is around
TH,000. A seat on a Night from

One- fares lor Thurs: and :
HEAVY PRICE 2rsryesivisso s |

Calcutta-Delhi: ¥ 35,000
Mumbal-Calcutta: 2 35,000

Chennal-Calcutta: ¥ 21,000
Surat-Calcutta: ¥ 21,000 ‘

Bengalun-Calcutta: ¥ 25,000 | Guwahas-Calcutta: ¥ 16,000 |

Souwrce: Tour opomion
O —

=N

Passengers who had arrived at Calcutta airport unaware ‘

that flights had been cancelled from Gpm on Thursday to
8am on Friday in view of Cydone Dana. Poure by Pradip Sanyal |

Mumbai to Caloutta on Friday
evening cost nearly 730,000
when the usual ticket price is
around 711,000 even Il booked
“at the Iast minute”, tour
operators sald,

Many passengers of the can
celled (lights were unable W se-
cure seats for the next fwo days

Same of them had (o ke hop
ping flights toor out of Caloutta,
with stopovers In other cities.
For them, a journey that
takes two to two-and-a-hall
hours on a direct flight would
now take six o seven hours

CONTINUED ON PAGES b

An alrerali being iethered at the Calcutia airport
on Thursday

STORM IMPACT ON CALCUTTA

' S T I

Baggage trollevs tied with ropes at the departure level of the alrport.
Prctures by ProdipSamyal

Sandbags placed in front of a gate at the departure level of the alrport
1o fortily [t against strong winds

Dana fallout: Airport
fares take off

shut,

B FROM PAGE L

Park Street resident Yamini
Mehta, who has had surgery
at a private hospital in Mum-
bai, was to catch an 8pm flight
on Thursday back to Calcutta
with her husband Manish and
son Manan The Dight was
cancelled because of the alr-
port elosure

"We were booked with
Akasa Airlines. The airline
told us they would be able to
rebook us on a Night only for
Octaber 29 because there ane
no seats on the Nights before
that,” Yomin said

“So, we bought Mresh tick-
els for an IndiGo Night that
will depart al 810 on Friday
evening. Each ticked cost us
s 27,000,

The family had bought
their Aknsa tickets for Rs 9,000
ONE WHY, Pel passenger.

However, with just two
seats available on the IndiGo
Might, son Manan will have
to take a hopping Oight from
Mumbal to Caleutta, with a
stopover at Bangalore

“The fight will take off

from Mumbal at midnight on
Saturday and reach Calcutta
atéam,” Yamini sajd

Calecutta-based business
man Arindam Chakrabarty
had an IndiGo ticket for an
1lam Mumbai-to-Caleutta
flight on Friday. Although the
alrport is expected to become
operntional by Sam, the alrline
told Chakraborty the [light
had been cancelled since the
preceding Hight from Caloutta
would not be able fo arvive in
Mumbai before | lam.

“1 have rebooked on an [n.
diGo Might rom Mumbal to
Caleutta that makes a stopover
al Bagdogra,” Chakraborty
sabd. He will be boarding the
Might nt Bam In Mumbal and
expects o reach Caloutia
around 330pm.

His daughter Antreyee had
toreach Delhi on Thursday be
canse she has an examination
on Friday morning

“The one-way fare for the
Vistara flight was Rs 35,000,
which was exorbitant,”
Chakraborty said.

He bought a ticket for an
IndiGo Oight from Calcutta

to Chandigarh and onwands
1o Srinagar, Mrom where his
daughter would catch a fight
1o Delhi The otal fre came to
Rs 19,000, be said. She boarded
the flight at 3.30pm from Cal-
cutia, expecting to reach Delhi
around 9pm.

*The cancellation of so
many flights trigeered a huge
rush, which added 1o the
heavy trafTic for Diwall. This
has pushed up airfares to lev
els that we usually see aday or
two before Diwali,™ sald Anil
Punjabl, national committes
member of the Travel Agents
Federation of India, repre
senting the enstern region.

“We have been Mooded
with phone calls for rebooking
and resh tickets since Thurs
day morning. Several people
cancelled their travel plans be
cause of the high fares.”

Sources in several alrlines
said that passengers’ frantic
rush to rebook cansed thelr webs
sites to malfunction on Thurs-
day. As a result, many posser-
pers were Bl phoning call cen
tres and finding themselves put
om haold for kong perinds
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SVPI airport deals
with two more
bomb hoaxes

Times NEws NeTwork

Ahmedabad: The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) Airportin Ah-
medabad dealt with two mo-
re bomb threats on Thurs-
day, both turning out to be
hoaxes. The threats rattled
airlines, passengers, securi-
tv personnel and other sta-
keholders. The affected
flights — QF1534 from Mopa
{Morth Goa) to Ahmedabad
and 6E 112 from Chandigarh
to Ahmedabad — were im-
mediately inspected and de-
clared safe.

The threats led to flight
delaysand heightened secu-
rity measures, This is the
ninth such bomb threat
handled at the SVPI airport
since May 2024 and the fifth
in the past 12 days, accor-
ding to sources.

Sources at the city air-
port responded swifily asse-
curity personnel, CISF and
bomb squad were promptly
deploved to search the air-
craft thoroughly and check
passenger [Ds and luggage,

An Akasa Air spoke-
sperson confirmed the inei-
dent about the security
alert. “The airline’s emer-
gency response team was
promptly activated, and sa-
fety protocols were followed

in real-time coordination
with local authorities, Cap-
tains and crew members ad-
hered to emergency proce-
dures and all affected pas-
sengers were assisted,” the
spokesperson stated, After
thorough inspection, the
aireraft was cleared for fly-
ingagain,

Similarly, IndiGo Right
6E 112 was taken to an isola-
tion bay upon landing in
Ahmedabad, where all pas-
sengers were safely disem-
barked.

“We worked closely with
the authorities and stan-
dard operating procedures
were followed. We sincerely
regret any inconvenience
thissituation may have cau-
sed to owr customers and
appreciate their understan-
ding,” an IndiGo airline
spokesperson said.

Repeated instances of
bomb threats received by
airlines are not just a night-
mare for stakeholders but
are also causing widespre-
ad disruptions such as dela-
vs and rescheduling of
Nights.

The Bureau of Civil Av-
iation Security (BCAS) is
working closely with the
ministry of home affairs on
the matter, according to air-
le'Hi[JllI‘L‘ES.
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Mumbai airport gets therapy
dogs to de-stress passengers

Vijay.Singh @timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The timing to in-
troduce trained therapy dogs
at Mumbai airport’s T2 ter-
minal from Friday onwards
is ‘pawfect’, since several
flights have been delayed due
to bomb hoax calls, leading to
enraged. stressed-out pas-
sengers. But imapine waiting
foralong time in the departu-
res lounge due to a delay
when youseea wagging furry
dog in front, with the words
‘Pot Me" printed on the collar:
Talking to TOI, Niharika
Sekhri, who runs the Pawfect
Life kennel, said, “We have
donea one-year contract with
Adani Group's Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Internatio-
nal Airport to provide thera-
py dogs within the airport
premizes to de-stress pas-
sengers. Many international
airports, such as in America
and recently at Istanbul (Tur-
key), use therapy dogs.”
Sekhri, who graduated
from Nash Academy of Ani-
mal Arts, Kentucky USA, to
study human engagement
with therapy dogs, further
commented, “From this Fri-
day onwards, we will use so-
me of our trained therapy
dogs at the T2 departures

area fo interact with people,
Our dogs include a Golden
Retriever,a Husky (whichisa
rescued dog), and also a desi
Indie dog among others. The-
se dogs received proper trai-
ning on how to spread joy and
calm down people. So, we are
looking forward to this as-
signment.”

Earlier, another animal
welfare group provided the-
rapy dogs to Mumbai airport,
but this service was later
stopped during the Covid
pandemic. “We have also be-
en providing therapy dogs to
various corporate companies
to de-stress their employvees,

r, L !
The trained canines will have ‘Pet Me' printed on their collar

Ourfurry kids have been trai-
ned and monitored for their
sensitivity to loud noises, hu-
gecrowd interaction, sudden-
1y being grasped, or being pet-
ted by children, ete.”
Welcoming the reintro-
duction of therapy dogsat the
airport, pet transportation
expert, Vinayak Prabhu of
Furry Flyers company, said,
“It is the right time to have
therapy dogs at the Mumbai
airport as many flights have
been affected due to threat
calls by anonymous persons.,
Passengers will tend to forget
delays as they start petting or
playing with these dogs.”
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o20moreairports
settocomeup
infiveyears

KEW DELHE, O CTORER 24
Highlighting the growth
potential of India’s ebvil ovie-
tion swee, Union minster K
Hammohan Naidu on Thurs-
diy sud the country might
nieesd 4,000 more panes in the
niead 20 % mare and 200 more ar-
ports are expected 1o be deved
oped during the same penod.

Currently; Indinn carmiers ane
operating arcund B0 planes
and more than 1,200 sremft
are an oder The number of
airports hes doubled to 167 in
the last 10 years and the count
18 expected to rise by B inthe
Xl 5 YERrs,

“In the nedt 20 vears, we
mikght nesd another 4,00 air-
craft to cater 1o Uhe demmarnd of
the Indian avistion sector”
Naidu sd and stresssd on
the need for further develop-
ing the airport ecogyatem in
the muntry, Alrports have to
|:'-|,-;1L1u = i jlllrl,h-:ghurg i
nomic activities and com-
mieroe ceritres, e adided

The minister was speaking
after naugurating the Aitbiis
India and South Asia Head-
ciarters - Trining Centre in
the national capital
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Govt asks Meta, X to share data
on hoax bomb threats to airlines

NEW DELHI, Oct 24:
The government has asked
social media platforms Meta
and X to share data about
hoax bomb threat messages
to airlines and has started
wdentifying those behind such
activities, even as more than
80 fhights received the
threats today.

Sources in the know said
the government has also
asked top multinational tech-
nology conglomerates to co-
operate with it in helping
identify those behind such
hoax calls, saying this -
volves pubhe good.

In 11 days, more than 250
flights operated by the Indian car-
riers havereceived bomb threats,
Most of the threats were 1ssued
through soctal media.

According to the top gov-
ernment sources, the gov-
ernment has traced some of
the culprits and that action is

being taken accordingly.

However, they did not pro-
vide specific details like from
where these hoax messages
came from and who were be-
hind them.

“The government has told
social media compames Meta
and X to share data pertaming
to such hoax calls and messag-
esmade on their platforms tar-
geting several airlines and
asked them to cooperate,” one
of the sources said.

The source also said “they
will have to cooperate and
provide data since this in-
volves public good at large”.
This was in response to a
query on whether the social
media companies are coop-
erating with the government
or not on the 1ssue.

More than 80 domestic and
mternational flights of various
Indian airlines received bomb
threats today, sources said.

The sources said around
20 flights each of Air India,
Vistara, and IndiGo got
bomb threats while Akasa
Aur got the threats for 13
flights. Besides, around 5
flights each of Alhance Air
and Spice]et received the
threats, they added.

An IndiGo spokesperson
in a statement today said it
received security-related
alerts for 20 fhights. As many
as 13 flights of Akasa Air op-
erating today received se-
curity alerts and that after
thorough inspections, all
the aircraft concerned were
released for operations, an
airline spokesperson said.

“The arport services teams
at all impacted airports coor-
dinated with local authonties
to ensure efiicient handling of
the situation including safe de-
planing of passengers, assist-
ance and refreshments as re-

quired,” the spokesperson sad
in a statement.

In a statement, a Vistara
spokesperson said that a
few of its fhights today re-
ceived security threats on
social media.

Atleast six flights toand from
Kochi airport received bomb
threats today. It meluded one
SpiceJet flight from Dubai to
Kochi, arport sources said.

On Wednesday, an umden-
tified caller threatened to
blow up the Dumna airport
at Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh, which turned out to
be a hoax, a police officer said.

Earlier this week, Civil
Awiation Minister K Rammo-
han Naidu said the govern-
ment plans to take legislative
actions to deal with mstanc-
es of bomb threats to airlines,
including placing perpetra-
tors of such threats in the no-
fly list. — PTI
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After 7 quarters, Indeo slips into red,

poqtmg 986-crl

Our Bureau
Mumbai

After seven consecutive
quarters of profit, Inter-
Globe Aviation slipped into
the red, posting a net loss of
986 crorein Q2 of FY25,

In the same period last
year, the company, which op-
erates India's largest do-
mestic airline IndiGo, had
reported a net profit of TLER
Crore,

The airline management
blamed seasonality, tempor-
ary headwinds such as
grounding of aircraft and in-
flationary pressure for irs
weak performance. Total ex-
penses grew 22 per cent o
T18,666 crore y-0-y.

Heightened competition,
especially on international
routes, also impacted the
yields.

Load factors remained flat
at 82.6 per cent. Revenue
from operations grew by 13.6
per cent on a y-o-y basis to

Q2 scorecard e
Q2FY2S Q2FY

Revenue from 16,069 14,943
operations

Ebitdar M43 2446
Net profit/loss  (986) 188
Load factor (%) B2.6 3.3
Sowrce: Company

16,969 crore while the de-
ploved capacity was higher
by over 8 per cent. This is far
slower than the nearly 20 per
cent contribution to revenue
growth in the second quarter
of last year.

While the airline is seeing
a demand boost due to the
festival season, revenue
could see a moderation com-
pared to last vear.

The airline's Chief Finan-
cial Officer Gaurav Negi said
expenses were higher due 1o
various factors, such as in-
crease in value added tax on
aviation fuel, higher fuel
burn owing to increased con-
gestion at airports and rising
aircraft lease rentals.

0ss in Q2 as costs soar

On the positive side, the
number of grounded aircraft
which stood in the mid-70s
has reduced to high 60s. The
number of grounded planes
is set to reduce further to
around 40 by next March.
This is expected to ease some
of the cost pressures as the
airline can return some of its
leased aircraft.

“We continue to capitalise
on the growth of the Indian
market and associated op
portunities and at the same
time remain a cost leader in
this competitive market,”
CEO Pieter Elbers said.

NEW DESTINATIONS
Elbers said that IndiGo
would soon start flights to
five new destinations, in-
cluding Penang and
Langkawi in Malaysia.

With the strong demand
for international travel, the
airline is also set to increase
capacity deployed on inter-
national routes to 30 per
cent of total, up from the cur-
rent 28 per cent.
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IndiGo swings
intoredin Q2
over costblues

Aircraft groundings peaked to
‘mid-70s' butsituation is easing

FIRST LOSS IN 7 QUARTERS

(Fa) 02 (1]
Y24 FY25

Y-0-Y
chg (%)

Q2 Q-0-Q
FY25 chg(%)

Totalincome ~ 15502.9

202489

17759 -12.3% 14.6%

Total expenses  153B.8  T7L44.9

18666.1 17.0% 21.9%

Netprofit/loss ~ 188.9  2128.8

-986.7 Profttoloss Profttoloss

Source: IndiGo

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 25 October

Missing Street estimates,
India’s largest airline IndiGo
posted a consolidated net loss
of ¥986.7 crore for the second
quarter of the 2024-25 financial
year, driven by rising fuel costs,
increased airport charges,
higher aircraft lease expenses,
grounded planes, seasonal
downturn, and lower yields in
the international market.

This loss marks the first
time in seven quarters that
IndiGo hasslipped into the red,
with the airline last reporting a
net loss of X1,583.3 crore in the
second quarter of 2022-23.

A Bloombergsurvey of bro-
kerages had forecast an aver-
age profit of X134 crore for a
quarter that usually sees sea-
sonally tepid demand.

IndiGo’s Chief Financial
Officer, Gaurav Negi, in a call
with investors, noted that air-
craft groundings peaked in the
“mid-70s” during the
September quarter, although
these numbers are beginning
to decline, with grounded
planes expected to drop to the
“up-60s (between 60 and 65)”
bythe end of 2024, and further
to the “40s” by early next
financial year.

This, Negi said, is based
“our current discussion with
the original equipment man-
ufacturer (Pratt & Whitney, or
PW)”, whose engines are a pri-
mary cause of the ongoing dis-
ruptions.

PW flagged a potential

Recoveriesdrive
BoB’sbottomline
up23%inSepqtr

Bankof Baroda’s (BoB’s) net
profitduring the second
quarter of2024-25rose23.2
per centyear-on-year to
5,238 crore, backed by arise
innon-interestincome and
declinein provisions for
stressed loans.

IDBIBank’s
profitrises 39%
to1,836¢crore

IDBIBankon Fridayreported
ahealthy 39 per centY-o-Y
jump in its net profit for
Q2FY251t0%1,836 croreon
improvementinnetinterest
marginsandanuptickin non-
interestincome.

BANDHAN BANK PROFIT
GROWS30% TOX937 (R

defect in its engines in
September 2023, leading to
additional groundings as
safety inspections were carried
out. The discovery of powder
metal issues prompted IndiGo
to ground about 35 aircraft for
PW’s detailed checks. Prior to
this, around 40 of IndiGo’s air-
craft were grounded due to an
older problem with PW
engines’ geared turbofan.

Turn to Page 6 »

IndiGo's fuel-related expenses rise sharply by 12.8%

To offset capacity shortages, IndiGo has
leased planes from external sources,
including Boeing 737s from Qatar Airways,
though this has raised “other costs” signif-
icantly.

“Other costs, which are not related to
fuel or foreign exchange issues, have
increased largely due to groundings and
the mitigation-related costs (lease costs).
The annual contractual charges at airports
have also increased, driven by the new con-
trol periods (set by the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority),” Negi said.

Fuel-related expenses have also risen
sharply, climbing 12.8 per cent year-on-

year to36,605.2 crore, attributed to factors
such as heightened value-added tax on avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF) in certain states,
changes in IndiGo’s fleet mix, and intensi-
fying airport congestion at major hubs.
Chief Executive Pieter Elbers highlight-
ed infrastructure challenges, noting that
congestion in key locations like Delhi and
Mumbai is a significant hurdle. “While a
lot of effort is being made to make sure that
the infrastructure is being ramped up, the
infrastructure at major locations, such as
Delhi and Mumbai, will take time to match
this growth. This will have an impact on
the operational performance of airlines, as

well as their ability to increase capacity at
these airports."

The runway at Mumbai’s airport, for
instance, has reached its operational
capacity. Only one part of Delhi’s Terminal
1 has resumed handling flight (in
September) as it is still under refurbish-
ment following a roof collapse in June that
killed one person.

Negi pointed out that while revenue
from the domestic market, which makes
up over three-quarters of IndiGo’s passen-
ger income, grew more than the interna-
tional market, yields from which moder-
ated vis-a-vis last year.

Elbers noted that IndiGo is witnessing
increased competition internationally as
“India has become a very lucrative market
for people.”

IndiGo remains focused on its interna-
tional expansion, with plans to add three
destinations by the financial year’s end,
bringing its total to 40. “The share of inter-
national capacity (in terms of available seat
kilometers) would then reach 30 per cent,”
the CEO noted.

While the September quarter is gener-
ally weak for the airlines, the airline's long-
term view of the Indian aviation market
remains strong, Elbers added.
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Spicelet settles $4.5 mn
dispute with SES for $2 mn

Domestic carrier Spicelet on Friday announced it has
gl @, settleda 4.5 million dispute with Shannon
, ,‘ % Engine Support (SES) foran aggregate sum of $2
: »= == million. This settlement with SES follows three

s otherfinancial agreements by the airline in

=3 recentweeks, Spicelet said in a statement.

_  Both parties — Spiceletand Shanon Engine
Support — have reached thisagreement through
amicable negotiations, choosing to resolve the matteroutside the
courtroom, the airline said. PTI
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More than 25 flights receive
hoax bomb threats

More than 25 domesticand international flights operated by
Indian carriers received bomb threats on Friday, according to
sources. In12 days, more than 275 flights operated by the Indian
carriers have received hoax bomb threats. Most of the threats
were issued through social media. On Thursday, over 70 flights
received bomb threats. An IndiGo spokesperson said 7 of its flights,
including 6E 87 from Kozhikode to Dammam, got security-related
alerts. The sources in the know said around 7 flights each of
IndiGo, Vistara and Spicelet got the threats while 6 flights of Air
India received the threats. PTI
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SpiceJet Settles
$4.5m Dispute

with SES for $2m

Airline has already
settled 3 other
financial disputes
In recent weeks

Press TrustofIndia

Mumbai: Domestic carrier Spi-
ceJeton Friday announced it has
settled a $4.5 million dispute
with Shannon Engine Support
(SES) for an aggregate sum of $2
million.

This settlement with SES fol-
lows three other financial agree-
ments by theairline inrecent we-
eks, SpiceJet said in a statement.

Both parties—SpiceJet and
Shanon Engine Support—have
reached this agreement through
amicable negotiations, choosing
to resolve the matter outside the
courtroom, the airline said.

As part of the settlement, all
ongoing litigations and disputes

between the parties will be with-
drawn at the appropriate fo-
rums, it added.

On October 15, Spicedet had an-
nounced amicably settling a
$23.39 million dispute with Air-
castle (Ireland) Designated Acti-
vity Company and Wilmington
Trust SP Services(Dublin)foran
aggregate sum of $5million.

On October 9, the airline said it
resolved a $131.85million dispute
with lessors Horizon Aviation 1,
Horizon II Aviation 3 and Hori-
zon 111 Aviation 2 (under the ma-
nagement of Babcock & Brown
Aircraft Management) for $22.5
million. Prior to that, on Septem-
ber 24, the company had settled a
dispute with Engine Lease Fi-
nance Corporation (ELFC),
which initially claimed $16.7 mil-
lion, for a lower amount.
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Let Firecrackers be
Ready, Air Travel
may Not Hurt Much

Airlines drop fares and

launch sales campaigns
as Diwali demand fails

to meet projections

Anumeha Chaturvediand
Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Airlinesaretakingthe
unusual step of lowering fares and
launching sales campaigns to lure
travellers amid an unexpectedly
sluggish demand during the festi-
ve season.

Travel industry insiders said
they expectairfarestostayflatthis
quarter with some key routes even
seeing anotable drop in fares.

“Demand hasn’t picked up vet. We
expect the wedding season to give a
push which was a similar trend last
year;,” sald an airline executive.

Last year, airlines had aweak Diwa-
li season though travel eventually re-
vived aided by the Cricket World Cup

and the wedding season.

Data from the civil aviation mini-
stry showed the average seat occu-
pancy of airlines at less than 85%
against airlines’ expectation of a
90% passenger load factor during
the ongoing peak season.

“This is probably one of the rare
years where a sale has been anno-
unced bang amid the festive sea-
son,showingthatairlineshadread
the demand completely wrong,” a
second airline executive said.

The October to December period
is traditionally a peak guarter for
travel with major festivals like
Durga Puja, Diwali and Christmas

along with New Year spurring air
travel demand.

Tata-owned AirIndia Express an-
nounced a sale till October 27 with
tickets being offered for as low as
71,606 for travel from November1to
December 10.

Rajnish Kumar, group CEQO at
online travel platform ixigo said
average airfares on major routes
between metros and popular lei-
sure destinations have dropped
by 25-30% thisseason comparedto
last year.

“This decline is mainly due to a
combination of factors such as an
overall increase in airline capaci-
ty, a 15% decrease in oil prices this
year as well as festive sales by airli-
nes,” hesaid.

Gaurav Negi, chief financial offi-
cer at IndiGo said passenger reve-
nue per available seat kilometre
(PRASK), a key metric to measure
airline profitability, will see a little
moderation.

“Last year turned out to be a very
strong reference point characteri-
sed by very high growth due to
strong capacity addition. This is
being normalised this year. So,

while the festive sea-

son is giving a boost to

demand, there could

only be a high single-di-

git growth during the

period year,” Negi

said.

Indiver Rastogi,

president and

oroup head of

global business

travel at Tho-

mas Cook (In-

dia) and SOTC

Travel said air-

fares during the

IsTock Diwali  period

have declined 12-15% on domestic

routes and 8-10% on international

routes from Kkey hubs such as

Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru and
Kolkata compared to last year.

Gaurav Patwari, VP for air cate-
gory at online travel aggregator
Cleartripsaid faresarelikely tore-
main flat this quarter.

As per data shared by ixigo with
ET, average one-way fares from No-
vember 15 to December 15 on the
Bengaluru to Goa route are about
30% lower than last year.

Fares on other routes such as
Mumbali to Jaipur and New Delhi
to Udaipur have declined by 24%
and 40% respectively.
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sl TWO LEADERS REPORT A WEAK QUARTER liI=

IndiGo in the Red, Warns
of More Air Pockets in Q3

Maintenance, leasing and airport charges
lead to a spike in costs, which outran revenue
growth; capacity addition to be modest: CFO

Our Bureau

New Delhi: IndiGo, India’s largest
airline, reported a net loss in the fi-
scal second quarter after seven pro-
fitable quarters as higher mainte-
nance and aircraft rental expenses
along with an increase in airport
charges inflated operating

costs. The airline
posted a net loss of
7987 crore in the
three months to September with a
net profitof 189 crorea yearearlier.

The budget airline also announ-
ced an investment in its venture
fund launched last week to invest in
startups in the travel, hospitality
and lifestyle sectors. It didn’t disclo-
se the size of the investment.

IndiGo’s unit cost, excluding fuel
and foreign currency fluctuations,
swelled by about 22%, to ¥2.90 aga-
inst ¥2.36 a year ago. It outpaced re-
venue growth which increased by
13.6% to 16,969 crore from 14,943
crorea year ago.

The management attributed it to
costly lease rentals as it was forced
to take aircraft on a wet lease to mi-
tigate a capacity shortfall caused by
the grounding of its Airbus A320
Neo planes due to problems with
Pratt & Whitney engines. Aircraft
inducted on wet leases are provided

Off Course
22% | 13 6%

IndiGo’s cost Revenue
excluding gmwth %
fuel & forex in Q2 \

Revenue growth likely to be lower

than expected in Q3
40
~3R/ - Target for
- interna-
Focus on adding tional
capacity on routes by
overseas routes 2024-end

VIJAY P

by the lessor with the crew and are
costlier than regular dry leases. In-
diGo took six planes on wet lease
from Qatar Airways last quarter.
“The Increase in cost is largely dri-
ven by grounding and mitigation-
related cost and annual contractual
inflation, increase in airport char-
gesand due to the increased aireraft
on ground situation,” Gaurav Negi,

CFO of IndiGosaid onapost-results
analyst call. Negi said the carrier
has passed the peak levels of groun-
ding which were more than 70 air-
craft at one point, with the current
number being in the high 60s.

IndiGo also cautioned about lo-
wer-than-expected growth in reve-
nue in the current quarter, which is
considered as the strongest period
for Indian airlines due to factors
such as festivals, favourable weat-
her and end-of-year travel.

Negi said passenger revenue per
available seat kilometre, a key met-
ric to measure airline profitability;
will see a little moderation this qu-
arter. “Last yvear turned out to be a
very strong reference point charac-
terised by very high growth due to
strong capacity addition. This is be-
ing normalised this year: So, while
thefestiveseasonisgivingaboostin
demand there could only be a high
single-digit growth,” Negi said.

The airline said its capacity addi-
tion will be in the high single digits
in the ongoing quarter, and it will
continue to start new flights, prima-
rily to international destinations.

IndiGo will launch flights to Pe-
nang and Langkawi in Malaysia in
the coming months. Three more in-
ternational destinations will be ad-
ded by vear-end. “These additions
will take our international destina-
tions to 40 by the end of this year
and as a result our capacity share is
expected to reach the targeted level
of 30% of total international seat
share on international routes,” said
CEO Pieter Elbers.
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IndiGo dives into loss after 2 year

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, October 25

INDIGO PARENT INTERGLOBE
Aviation on Friday reported a
surprise loss of ¥987 crore at
the consolidated level for the
September gquarter, weighed
down by fuel expenses and grow-
ing aircraft rentals. This was
the company's first quarterly loss
in two years.

The country’s biggest airline,
controlling 63% of the domestic
passenger traffic, had reported
anet profit of ¥189 crore for the

READ TO LEAD

REPORT CARD

InterGlobe Aviation consclidated financials
(For) MOSFYZY MOIFY2S £ % chg y-oy

~ 14,9544
13.6 15970

Revenue
Ebitda ¥ 2,200
@E,an
Met profit e
987

Ebitda margin (%)

— — - - —

PIETER ELBERS, CEC, INDIGO
-

WE HAVE NOW TURNED
THE CORNER (ON
AIRCRAFT GROUNDINGS)

same quarter last year.

A Bloomberg estimate had
pegged the Q2FY 25 net profit at
¥134 crore,

Sat, 26 October 2024
FINANCIAL EXPRESS https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76114958

Fuel expenses,
which made up
over one-third
of IndiGo's

1

total expenses, rose 13% year-on-
year (y-o0-y). Supplementary
rentals and aircraft repair and
maintenance costs, which con-
tributed 15%q, increased 3 0%,

Consolidated revenue from
operations grew by 14% y-o-y to
¥156,970 crore, but was lower
than the¥17,254 crore estimated
by Bloomberg.

Continued onPage 7
m JSW Steel's PAT

plunges 85%, P4
'® BoB profitup 23%, P6

Eamingsbefore interest, tax, depre
ciation, amortisation and rentals
(Ebitdar] growth was margmal
denwen by 1%, while Ebitdar marein
vas down 210 basis paints at
14.3%

In apost-results call, IndiGo CEQ
Pieter Elbers said, *Driven by the
peak pround ings of mid-70s and
rising fuel costs, we reported a net
loss. Our perdormance was
impacted by seasonal trends and
shifts”

At the end of the September
quarter, the company had a flect
strength of 410, up 7% com pared
to fune end and up 2 3% compared
o Seprember 202 3 end. While the
company did not specfy the num-
ber of grounded aircrafl, it saldit
was inmid-70s,

“Hf not for the groundings, our
financial performance would have
been in finewith the seasomality. In
the [ast eight quarters, wehave seen
aconsistentincreasein the number
of groundings Wehave now turmied
thecomerwith the sitmation

(@ Thenumber of grounded ai
craft has started to reduce,” Elbers
said

Chiref finandal officer Gaurav
Hegl sald,® We have already passed
the peak as far as theaircraft on the
ground is concerned. Our current
grounded aireraft has currently
reduced tohigh-60s from the mid
705 level in Q1 and Q2.

Based on the discussions with
the OEMs, we are anticipating that
the groundings will continue to
mode rate to a sub-60 level by the
end of Y 25, and in the 40s by the
startof the next financial year”

IndiGois expectinga reboundin
passenger tmaffic in the seasonally

S IndiGo records losses

stromg thind quarter. It is aiming to
add three intermational destina
tions before the end of this fiscal,
taking the total number of interna
tional destinations to 40

While the company had
improved its cash holdings by 28%
-0 to €39 341 crore in the Sep
tember guarter, total debt also
increased by 2(0Mto 59,237 come,
including the capitalised opemting
lease fmbility of T47,77 9 crome.

InteriGlobe Awviation's board
approved an investment of up to
2395 crore for IndiGo Ventures
Fund - L'The scheme will primarily
invest in equity of startups at the
pre-series A, Serles A and Serles B
stapges. The focuswill be onaviation
and allied sectors.

The investment amount will be
drawn by thescheme, over the next
i-4 years, through multiple
tranches, InterGlobe Aviation Ven
tures LLP, in capackty of sponsor to
the scheme, will invest 5 crore,

The target corpus of the fund is
up to €300 core with a greenshoe
option of up to T300 crom exemis
able at the discretion of the invest-
mentman AQCT.
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More than 25 flights receive bomb threats

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi/ Mumbai,
October 25

MORE THAN 25 domestic and
international flights operated
by Indian carriers received
bomb threatson Friday, accord-
ing tosources. In 12 days, more
than275 flights operated bythe
Indian carriers have received
hoax bombthreats. Most of the
threats were issued through
socialmedia.

received bomb threats. An
IndiGo spokesperson said seven
of its flights, including 6E 87
from Kozhikode to Dammam,
got security-related alerts. The
sources in the kmow said around
seven flights each of IndiGo, Vis-
tara and Spicejet got the threats
while six flights of Air India
received the threats.

IndiGo's six other flights --
6E 2099 (Udaipur to Delhi), 6E
11 (Delhi to Istanbul), 6E 58
(Jeddah to Mumbai), 6E 17

(Hyderabad to Chandigarh)and
6E 133 (Pune to Jodhpur) --
received the threats.

from Udaipur to Delhi,received
a bomb threat. Following secu-
rity agency guidelines, the air-
craft wasredirected totheisola-
tion bay before take-off and
standard operating procedures
were followed. All passengers
were safely disembarked,” the
airline spokesperson said.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammeohan Naidu on Friday
assured the government iscom-
mitted to taking strict action
against those behind hoax

OnThursday,over 70flights  (Mumbai to Istanbul), 6E 108 “Flight 6E 2099, operating  bomb threats.
' Sat, 26 October 2024
FINANCIAL EKEEEE.S:, https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76114917

“Wearedeeplyconcerned In
the wake of recent hoax bomb
threats disrupting air travel. |
assureyou that safety and secu-
rity are our highest priorities,
and weare committed totaking
strict action against those
behind these malicious acts.
Let’s work together to ensure
safe skiesforall,"he postedon X.

The Centre hasasked Meta
and X to share data about hoax
bomb threat messages to air-
linesand has startedidentifying
those behind such activities.

&
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Bomb threat leads Bilaspur-Delhi flight to evacuate

Staff Reporter

RAIPUR/BILASPLR

A flight from Bilaspur to Delhi
was evacuated at Bilaspur Air-
port on Thursday following a
bomb threat. Passengers were
safely deboarded as security of-
ficials conducted a thoroughin-
spection and sanitization of the
aircraft, The flight was cleared
for departure only after the
threat was confirmed to be a
hoax call

The incident caused achaotic
scene at the airport, leading to
significant passenger panic.
Flight number 81763, arriving
from Kolkata, landed in Bilaspur
at3:30 M and was scheduled to
depart for Delhi. On Thursday
alone, 85 lights received similar
threats, including the cne in Bi-
laspur. Once the plane landed, it
was parked in an isolation bay,
and all passengers were es-
corted to the terminal.

Reports indicate that 20

flights from Air India, 20 from
Indigo, 20 from Vistara, and 25
from Akasa were affected by the
threats.

Notably, a similar alert was
also received at Bilasa Devi Ke-
vatin Airportregarding a flight
to Kolkata, prompting im-
mediate action from airport of-
ficials.

Upon receiving the threat,
Collector Avnish Sharan and SP
Rajnesh Singh arrived at the air-
port with security forces, along

with a bomb squad and fire
brigade team. Passengers were
understandably alarmed when
asked to evacuate for security
checks. After a thorough inves-
tigation, the flight received an
“all clear” report and was per-
mitted to contimie.

Due to the time-consuming
security procedures, the flight
that originated from Bilaspur
flew directlv to Delhi without
making a scheduled stop in
Prayagraj.
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IndiGo swings to 986 cr. loss
in Q2 on grounded fleet, cost

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo on Friday reported
a met loss of T986 crore for
the quarter ended Septem-
ber, breaking a seven-guar-
ter streak of profits.

The airline reported a
profit of T188 erore in the
vear-earlier period and a
profit of 2,728 crore in the
first quarter of FY25.

In a starement, CEO Pie
ter Elbers said the resulis
were impacted by head-
winds related to aircraft
grounding and fuel costs in
a quarter that tradidonally
saw weak demand.

Ground reality: IndiGo has 79 8320 slrcralt grounded, THE HiloU

The airline has 79 air-
craft of the A320 family
grounded because of is-
sues imvolving Pratt and
Whitnev engines.

However, Indigo ex-
pects the figure of aircraft

on ground (AoG) to taper
dowm 1o 608 in the months
tor come, and reach 40s by
the beginning of the next fi-
nancial year, said its CFO
Gaurav MNegi. The airline
has a fleet of 410 aircraft.
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Logistics firm files insolvency plea against SpiceJet

Krishna Yadav

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian arm of

South Korea-based Eusu Logis-
tics has filed an insolvency peti-
tion in the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) against
budget airline Spicelet.

Eusu Logistics India Pvt. Ltd
filed a plea for unpaid freight
services of ¥1.94 crore. The tri-
bunal did not issue a notice due
to the lawyer representing Eusu
Logistics's absence and
adjourned the hearing to 26

November.

On Thursday, aircraft lessor
Falgu Aviation Leasing Ltd filed
a plea against SpiceJet for alleg-
edly defaulting on $8.1 million
(%68 crore). The NCLT has
issued a notice to SpiceJet in
this case.

The list of insolvency actions
against SpiceJet for unpaid dues
to various vendors and aircraft
lessors has been growing by the
day.

To date, none of these cases
have resulted in insolvency pro-
ceedings against the airline.

Creditors that have previ-

EUSU LOGISTICS
INDIAPVT. LTD
FILED A PLEA FOR
UNPAID FREIGHT
SERVICES OF
:1.94 CRORE

ously filed cases against the
arline are Wilmington Trust SP
Services (Dublin), Willis Lease
Finance, Celestial Aviation, Air-
castle, and Alterna Aircraft,
along with AWAS 36698 Ire-
land, AWAS 36694 Ireland,
AWAS 36695, Shannon Engine

Support Limited, Aviator ML
29641 Ltd., Engine Lease
Finance B.V., Raymach Technol-
ogies Pvt. Ltd., and software
solutions provider Techjockey
Infotech Pvt. Ltd.

During Friday's proceedings,
SpiceJet informed the NCLT
that it had settled a $4.5 million
dispute with Shannon Engine
Support Ltd for $2 million.

This recent settlement fol-
lows three other major financial
agreements by Spicelet in
recent weeks:

0On 15 October, the airline set-
tled a $23.39 million dispute

with Aircastle (Ireland) Desig:
nated Activity Company and
‘Wilmington Trust SP Services
(Dublin) Ltd for $5 million.

On 9 October, SpiceJet alsc
resolved a $131.85 million dis-
pute with lessors Horizon Avia-
tion 1 Ltd., Horizon IT Aviation 3
Ltd., and Horizon III Aviation 2
Ltd., managed by Babcock &
Brown Aircraft Management,
for $22.5 million.

On 24 September, SpicelJe
settled a claim with Engine
Lease Finance Corp. for a
reduced amount, down from ar
initial $16.7 million.
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Over 25 flights receive bomb
threats as chaos enters Day 12

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: Over 25
domestic and international
flights operated by Indian carri-
ers received bomb threats on Fri-
day, taking the total number of
fights affected in the last12 days
to atleast 275.

Friday's threats targeted
around seven flights each from
IndiGo, Vistara and Spicelet
while six flights of Air India
received such alerts, according to
reports.

IndiGo confirmed receiving
the security alerts for one of its
flights. “Flight 6E 2099. operating
from Udaipur to Delhi, received a
bomb threat. Following security
agency guidelines, the aircraft
was redirected to the isolation
bay before take-off and standard
operating procedures were fol-
lowed. All passengers were safely
disembarked,” the airline spokes-
personsaid in a statement.

IndiGo's six other flights — 6E
87 (Kozhikode to Dammam), 6E
11 (Delhi to Istanbul), 6E 58 (Jed-
dah to Mumbai), 6E 17 (Mumbai
to Istanbul), 6E 108 (Hyderabad to
Chandigarh) and 6E 133 (Pune to
Jodhpur) -- received the threats.

The threats triggered emer-
gency responses at airports and
multiple flight diversions.

A Delhi to Shillong SpicelJet
flight (SEJ2448) was forced to
make an emergency landing at

Friday's threats targeted
around seven flights from

IndiGo. REUTERS
Guwahati's Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airport
(LGBI). The flight, carrying 75
passengers, was approaching
Shillong when the security alert
was received via X, triggering an
immediate response from the
flight crew and the Airports
Authority of India (AAI). The
flight was diverted to Guwahati,
the nearest airport equipped to
handle emergency situations.

Shillong airport director
Rajeev Ranjan said: “Fortunately,
it turned outto be a hoax, butthe
designated agencies have already
begun investigating according to
protocol.”

The development came days
after the government on Wednes-
day asked social media platforms
Meta and X to share data about
the hoax threats.

At the meeting, attended by
officials from the IT ministry and
representatives from airlines and
social media platforms, joint sec-
retary Sanket S Bhondve ques-

tioned X's representatives about
their measures to prevent such
false threats, “The IT ministry
told the social media companies
to promptly give the government
and law enforcement agencies
information related to the bomb
threats. This includes, but is not
limited to the details of the per-
son posting the hoax message,”a
person who attended the meet-
ing, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, told HT.

Earlier on Thursday, an X
spokesperson told HT: “We pro-
hibit violent threats on X and take
any such reports seriously, That
includes and is not limited to
threats to harm civilian infra-
structure essential to daily, civic
or business activities. Our teams,
systems and reporting channels
are at work around the clock to
keep X safer for all our users in
India”.

To be sure, it is not clear how
X, which has always been reluc-
tant to share information on
users, plans to do this.

The threats have primarily
come through X, with perpetra-
tors apparently using VPNs to
maintain anonymity. Two
accountsidentified by Hindustan
Times, @schizobomber777 and
@adamlanzalll, were reportedly
created recently, specifically to
post these threats. The second
account continued posting
threats even after the issue had
become a serious concern.
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No end to flight chaos,
80 more bomb threats

HTC and Agencies

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Atleast B0 domes-
tic and international flights
operated by Indian carriers
received bomb threats on
Thursday, as authorities sought
cooperation from social media
platforms to stem the tide of
hoax messages that have dis-
rupted air travel across the
country.

The latest wave of threats tar-
geted approximately 20 flights
each from Air India, Vistara,

AMONG THE
FLIGHTS AFFECTED
WERE 20 EACH OF
INDIGO, VISTARA
AND AIR INDIA

and IndiGo, while Akasa Air
received threats for 13 {lights.
Alliance Air and SpiceJet each
saw about five flights affected.
according to reports.
According to PT1, the govern-
ment has asked social media
platforms Meta and X to share

data about the hoax threats,
which have now affected more
than 250 flights in 11 days.
IndiGo confirmed receiving
security alerts for 20 specific
flights, including international
services GE 1l (Delhi to Istan-
bul), 6E 17 (Mumbai to Istan-
bul). and 6E 58 (Jeddah to
Mumbai), alongside domestic
routes connecting major cities
such as Bengaluru, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, and Goa.
“After thorough inspections,
all the aircraft concerned were
continued on 311

FLIGHT THREATS

released for operations,” an
Akasa Air spokesperson said,
adding that airport services
teams coordinated with local
authorities to ensure “efficient
handling of the situation includ-
ing safe deplaning of passengers,
assistance and refreshments as
required.”

The threats riggered emer-
Zency responses across multiple
airports. At Biju Pamaik Interna-
tional Airport in Bhubaneswar,
director Prasanna Pradhan con-
firmed receiving a threat on X
about bombs on an Akasa Air
flight “Following standard oper-
ating procedure (SOP), we have
cleared the flight and it departed
for its destination,” Pradhan said,
according to PTL

In Kolkata, airport director

Pravat Ranjan Beuria reported
that several flights were taken to
isolation bays for thorough
inspection. The threats affected
operations at Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport,
contributing to delays in flight
suspensions related to Cyclone
Dana. At Gorakhpur Airport, a
bomb threat on Akasa Adr flight
QPP 1880 from Bengaluru caused
significant delays, with airport
director R K Parasher reporting
that an IndiGo flight to Hydera-
bad was delayed by 30 minutes
and the subsequent Akasa flight
to Delhi was delayed by four
hours.

The development follows a vir-
tual meeting on Wednesday
between the IT ministry and rep-
resentatives from airlines and
social media platforms. Joint sec-
retary Sanket S Bhondve, who
chaired the meeting, questioned
X's representatives about their
measures to prevent such false
threats. “The IT ministry told the
social media companies to
promptly give the government
and law enforcement agencies
information related to the bomb
threats. This includes, but is not
limited to the details of the person
posting the hoax message,” said a
person who attended the meeting,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

Representatives of X and Meta
did not respond to requests for a
comment on Thursday's messa-
ges. Earlier in the day, an X
spokesperson responded to que-
ries sent by HT on Wednesday to
state: “We prohibit violent threats
on X and take any such reports
seriously. That includes and is not
limited to threats to harm civilian
infrastructure essential to daily,
civic or business activities. Our
teams, systems and reporting

channels are at work around the
clock to keep X safer for all our
users in India”,

To be sure, it is not clear how X,
which has always been reluctant
to share information on users,
plans to do this.

The threats have primarily
come through X, with perpetra-
tors apparently using VPNs to
maintain anonymity. Two
accounts identified by Hindustan
Times, @schizobomber777 and
{madamlanzalll, were reportedly
created recently, specifically to
post these threats. The second
account continued posting
threats even after the issue had
become a serious concern.

Legal experts note that Section
66F of the IT Act. addressing
cyber terrorism, combined with
Sections 351 and 353 of the Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), pro-
vides adequate framework to deal
with such hoaxes. The legislation
covers threats made over digital
channels intended to manipulate
or interfere with critical infra-
structure.

Airlines have requested the
government to establish mecha-
nisms for social media platforms
to prevent such threats from
being uploaded publicly, HT
reported on Thursday. “The air-
lines want social media compa-
nies to proactively detect them
before they are uploaded and
report them to the relevant
authorities,” a person aware of
the matter had said.

The spate of threats has forced
numerous flight diversions and
delays, with some incidents esca-
lating to international involve-
ment, Eartier this month, both the
Royal Air Force and Singapore
Armed Forces had to scramble
fighter jets to escort threatened
Indian aircraft



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU CHENNAT 25 OCTOBER 2024

Post merger, Vistara aircraft to
serve metro-to-metro routes

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

All 63 newer narrow-body
aircraft in Vistara’s fleet
will serve metro-to-metro
routes once the carrier
merges with Air India on
November 12 to ensure su-
perior experience for pas-
sengers on high-density
routes, according to a se-
nior executive at Air India.

“The metro-to-metro
routes will be ring-fenced,
where newer aircraft of
Vistara will be deployed,” a
senior official of Air India
said on the sidelines of an
industry event here.
“These will be pulled out
from the non-metro
routes, and replaced by ol-
der aircraft in Air India’s

fleet,” the official added.
This differentiated fleet
deployment will continue
at least until June, when
Air India intends to com-
plete the refurbishment of
its 25 narrow-body planes
with new carpets, curtains,
upholstery, cabin panels
and subtle cabin lighting.
Similarly, Vistara’s se-
ven wide-body aircraft will

be deployed only on routes
to Frankfurt and London
Heathrow, while Air India
aircraft will continue to
serve the remaining long-
haul routes, including all
flights to Paris which is also
being served by Vistara.

Vistara, which unveiled
flight operations in January
2015, has a narrow-body
fleet of 63 A320 and A321s,
which are, on an average,
2.6 to 3.8 years old.

The airline’s seven wide-
body Boeing 787 Dreamlin-
ers have an average age of
four years.

In contrast, Air India’s
24 A319s and 24 A321s have
an average age of 16.2 years
and 12.2 years, and the air-
line’s 95 A320s have an av-
erage age of 5.5 years.
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INDIGO HAD OVER 70 AIRCRAFT GROUNDED, MAINLY DUETO TROUBLES WITH P&W ENGINES

IndiGo’s aircraft groundings reducing,
likely to drop to mid-40s by early FY26

SUKALP SHARMA
NWEW DELH|, OCTOBER 25

INDIA'S LARGEST airline IndiGo
has started to see a reduction in
the number of aircraft grounded
due toengineissues, and thecar-
nerexpects to see a progressive
decline inthese numbers overthe
coming months, its top executives
said Friday. This is the fistinstance
since late last yearof the airline re-
porting a reduction in grounded
aircraft. Going forward, asthe sit-
uationimproves, theimpactofthe
groundings and associated costs
on the airline's financial perform-
ance is expected to moderate.

“We have turned the corner as
the number of grounded aircraft
and associated costs have started
reducing "the carrier’s chief exec-
utive officer Pieter Elbers said in
aninvestor call that followed the
company's eamnings for the
September quarter.

Until recently, IndiGo had over
70 aircraft grounded, mainly due
to troubles with Pratt & Whitney
(PRW ) engines, The number had
hitapeaklevel of“mid-seventies”
inthe July-September quarter. [t
has now reduced to“high-sixties™
and is expected to fall further to
less than 60 by the end ofthis year,
and then to “mid-forties” by the
beginning of the next financial
year, the airline’s chief financial of-
ficer Gaurav Negi said. As of

$The IndianEXPRESS

The airline's total cost for the quarter rose nearly 22 per cent

Vear-on

-year to Rs 18,666 crore,

File

September 30, IndiGo had a fleet
of410aircraft, the largestinindia.
Asmoreof IndiGo's grounded
aircraft return to service, the air-
lineis expected to be able to grad-
ually wean off the mitigating
measures it had totake, whichin-
cluded taking more planes on
damp and secondary leases, ex-
tending existing aircraft leases,
and retaining older planes that
were set to exit the fleet, all of
which are additional costs and
have been impacting the com-
pany's financial performance.
"What we are expecting now
is that this number (of grounded
aircraft)will start to trend further
downand beinthe mid-forties by
the startof the next financial vear,
and over a period, it will keep

Eét. 26 October

trending downwards. 5o, the tra-
jectory that we were experienc-
ing where the AOGs (aircrafton
ground ) wereincreasing has now
taken a turn,” Negi said in an in-
vestor call.

To be sure, PEW does com-
pensate IndiGo for the ground-
ings, but the compensation does
not fully offset the cost impact of
the mitigation measures, accord-
ing tothe airline’s management.
IndiGo does not detail the com-
pensation it receives from theen-
gne maker, which is included in
the airline’s total revenue,

“The impactofthe profitability
related to the costlier mitigation
measure will also startto moder-
ate downwardsaswe start return-
ing the short-term damp leases

2024

Airline's
mitigating
@ measures

EXPLAINED

ASMOREof IndiGo's
grounded aircraft return
to service, the aidine is ex-
pectedtobe ableto gradu-
ally weanoff the mitigat-
ing measuresithad to
take, which included tak-
ing more planeson damp
and secondary leases, ex-
tending existing aircraft
leases, and retaining older
planesthat wereset to
exitthe fleet, allofwhich
are additional costs.

sometime in the first half of the
nextyear. During the quarter{July-
September), we inducted 31 air-
craft, of which nine were induced
as part of the mitigation meas-
ures,” Negi said.

In November last year, Indigo
had announced that it was ex-
pecting aircraft groundings dueto
engineinspectionsin view of the
powder metal issue with P&W
ENgines,

These groundings were to be
in addition to the 40-odd IndiGo
planes that were already
grounded due to earlier issues
with the engines. In July 2023,
P&W had said that a powder

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/76117203

metal defect could lead to crack-
ing of some engine components
in its geared turbofan engines for
the A320neo airaaft, and called
foraccelerated inspections of the
engines and shop visits globally,

These “costlier mitigation
measures” shared the blame for
the airline reporting a net loss of
nearly Rs 1,000 crore in the
September quarteragainst aprofit
of around Rs 190 crore in the year-
ago period. The loss came as a bit
of a surprise and followed seven
straight quarters of profits.

"IndiGo's growth and expan-
sion continued as our topline
grew by 14.6 percent on a year
over year basis, in the second
quarter to 178 billion rupees (Rs
17,800 crore). In a traditionally
weaker second quarter, results
were further impacted by head-
winds related to groundings and
fuel costs,” Elbers said,

The airline’s total cost for the
quarter rose nearly 22 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 18,666 crore,
with fuel costrising almost 13 per
cent toRs 6,605 crore. Fuelis the
biggest cost for Indian airlines
and accounts for over 30 per cent
of their operational expenditure.
Apart fromhigher fuel costs and
expensesrelated to mitigation
measures  pertaining  to
groundedaircraft, Negi said that
the “inflationary environment”
also played a role inbumping up
the airline’s costs.
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Eusu files
insolvency
plea against
SpicelJet
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IndiGo flies past
aircraft grounding;
but into the red

nehal crakewalagi eermént.com
MUMEAI

Bl o, copppoesars don b iy
erimg [rom ils woes wills
faully Pratt amd Whitnes
eI, wliich had foreed i bo
gruiimd arourid 75 incrall, or
abroiata filth of its total fheet.
The carrier expects the
nimmbier of oon-ageerational
prlames lo-drops bedow G009y the
] ol this vearandinto-fs by
Aprill ils munagement sid ina
s -earninigs call on Friday.
"W lavealnsaily pascand e
et e of grounding ™ siid
chief Enancial oflicer Gauray

|u||i.'|'r. largesl  adiline,

Negh. “Onir currenl nuiniler ol

ool sirerafl has rodhces]
16 luiggh-6s from U mid-700
Rl semeny i e fErst qquarten
anad the secoin] iparter ™
Honsewier, Uwe Loy itigines
Bave tahen a okl on the con-
pany’s inanoes. Comgeed with
rising Tuel cos1s, the aberall
peruntannbnges plbed nertilobes
Aviation LEchinto the red dur-
e the hidy-Segiemler guar-
Lir, Inferilohee Aviation, the
listedd entity that operates
IniahiGrny, mepeirtiod @ consedi-
dated s ol TRST crore o the
Sepilemlwer gierter, congsirsd
witla profil of T80 crone due-
Erngg bt senimnie prestiondd Ll yesar,
(i Lhee b hver siadee, its ney-
B 53 iwu]llly proawlh

Indiigo's consolidated top line
wew 1% y-ory to P16500 crore

aleiven by stroig el foi
a growing pool of uprwandly
mohile jasserers. Theairine
warnesd abosit B nisone nsve-
wise froon possenger Hekets
annd 21% more From ancllany
services, which incluch:aGist-
gravwiingg cargoebissiness i e
[Emncial seconal quarter
Indigo’s conselidated top
lime grew % vear-op-yeir
Av-i-4] to THEL 97T crore. This
i e THE 358 crore of Hick -
it revenaneand LTS crone
ol s rom ancillary ser-
vices., The fopline also
inchded compensation lmem
Pratt & Whithey for the
troble citsed by the oon-
e ol ils engines.
Indde’s available seat b
AASE] gmew' B v-o-v during

TURN TCH FAGE 17

IndiGo flies past
aircraft grounding,
but into the red
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MORE THAN 275 IN 12 DAYS

Over 25 flights receive bomb threats on Friday

NEW DELHI! MUMBAI:
More than 25 domestic and
international flights operated
by Indian carriers received
bomb threats on Friday,
according to sources.

In 12 days, more than 275
{lights operated by the Indian
carriers have received hoax
bomb threats. Most of the
threats were issued through
social media.

On Thursday, over 70 flights
recetved bomb threats.

An IndiGo spokesperson
said 7 of its flights, includ-

ing 6E B7 [rom Kozhikode
to Dammam, got security-
related alerts.

The sources in the know
said around 7 flights each of
IndiGo, Vistara and Spice-

Jet got the threats while
& flights af Air India
recetved the threats.

IndiGos six other
flights — 6E 2099 (Udai-
pur to Delhi), 6E 11 (Delhi
to Istanbul), 6E 58 (Jeddah o
Mumbai), 6E 17 (Mumbai to
Istanibul), 6E 108 {Hyderabad
to Chandigarh) and 6E 133

(Pune to Jodhpur) — received
the threats.

“Flight 6E 2099, aperal-
ing from Udaipur to Delhi,
received a bomb threat. Fol-

lowing security agency

guidelines, the aircralt

was redirected to the iso-

lation bay before take-off

and standard operating

procedures were followed.

All passengers were safely dis-

embarked.” the atrline spokes-
person said in a statement.

Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Naidu on Fri-

day assured the povernment
is committed to taking strict
action against those behind
hoax bomb threats.

“We are deeply concerned
In the wake of recent hoax
bomb threats disrupting air
travel. [ assure you that safety
and security are our highest
priorties, and we are com-
milted to taking strict action
against those behind these
malicious acts.

“Let's work together to
ensiire safe skies for all” he said
ina post on X. Continued on P4

Over 25 flights...

The government has asked social media
E.lftlhrms Meta and X to share data about

ax bomb threat messages to airlines and
has started identifying those behind such
activities. Earlier this week, Naidu said the
government plans 1o take legislative actions
to deal with instances of bomb threats to
afrlines, including placing perpetrators ol
such threats on the no-fly list. MGENCIES
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Govt asks Meta, X to share data
on hoax bomb threats to airlines

More than 8o flights receive bomb threats on Thursday

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: To combat a rising
wave of hoax bomb threats targeting
airlines, the Central government has
asked major social media platforms
Meta and X to provide data regard-
ing these threats. The order comes
as over 80 flights received bomb
threat messages on Thursday
alone, with the government

now identifying those behind

these activities.

Sources familiar with the situ-
ation revealed that the government
is collaborating with leading multi-
national technology companies to
trace the originators of these hoax
calls, underlining that this effort
serves the public good. The urgency
of this situation is underscored by
the alarming statistic that more than

250 flights operated by Indian carri-
ers have faced bomb threats in just
11 days, the majority of which have
been communicated through social
media platforms.
“The government has told social
media companies Meta and X to
share data pertaining to such hoax
calls and messages made on
their platforms targeting sev-
eral airlines and asked them
to cooperate,’ one source con-
firmed. This collaboration is
deemed essential for public safety
and security, prompting inquiries
into whether the platforms are com-
plying with the government’s request.
On Thursday, the bomb threats
affected a mix of domestic and inter-
national flights, with significant
impacts reported across various
Indian airlines. Continued on P&

Govt asks Meta.
Xto share data
on hoax bomb

threats to flights

=%

Continued [rom P1

he Nl:ll:!l]'.!f, around
TZI) flights zach from

Air India, Vistara, and
IndiGon wercimplbmitd_ i!litmg—
side 13 flights from Akasa Air.
Md.iﬁuna]ly, five !|jgh'r_f. each
from Alliance Air and Spice]et
also received similar threats,

In response 1o these secu-
rity alerts, an IndiGo spokes-
person indicated that the
airline received notifications
for 20 of its (lights, while
Akasa Air reported that all 13
of its (lights subjected Lo secu-
ity alerts were thoroughly
inspected and subsequently
cleared for operations. “The
airport services teams at all
impacted airports coordinated
with local authorities Lo ensure
effictent handling of the situa-
o, hdud.ing safe d:pla.u.ing
of passengers and providing
necessary assistance,” stated the
spokesperson.

Vistara also confirmed that
several of its [lights encoun-
tered security threats via soctal
media. Notably, Kochi sirport
experienced at least six bomb
threats on Thursday, which
included a Spicefet Qight arriv-
ing from Dubai.

In a related incident on
Wednesday, an unidentified
caller threatened to detonate
a homb at Dumna airport in
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh,
which was later determined to
be a hoax, according to local
police officials.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu recently
announced plans for legis-
lative measures 1o address
bomb threats against airlines,
including the potential imple-
mentation of a no-fly list for
perpetratons:
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28 flights get freshbomb
threat, securityscaled up

At least 275 flights have received such threats in the past 12 days

SHEKHAR SINGH @ Mew Deth

HEIGHTENED security meas
ures were enforced at multiple
alrports after a fresh bomb
threat targeted at least 28 Oights
on Friday, affecting carriers
like Spicelet, IndiGo, Air India,
and Vistara

According to sources, eight
IndiGo Oights, six Alr India
alongaide seven each from
spicedet, and Vistara, were lm-
pacted, sparking swift action
from airport authorities.

*The IndiGo Nights from Del
hi - Istanbul, Jeddah-Mumbal,
Mumbai- [stanbul, Hyderabad
Chandigarh. Pune- Jodhpur,
Kozhikode to Dammam and
Udaipur to Delhireceived secu
rity threats.” said a IndiGo
Spokesperson.

This incident comes on the
heels of a similar threat on
Thursday that affected over 80
flights across major Indian air
lines, including Alllance Air

e

and AkKasa Alr

In response to the repeated
threats, the government has e
quested Meta, X and other so-
clal media companies to share
dota related to suspicious hoax
calls and messages on thelr
platfor ms.

An official source disclosed
that these requests emphasise
the importance of public safety
and aim to trace the origin of
these threats.

The government also urged
global tech companies to col
laborate closely to identify indi-

viduals responsible for these
alarming calls, underscoring
that such cooperation is vital
for publie security

Meanwhile, security agen-
cies remain on high alert as
they work alongs ide alrport op-
erators Lo ensure passengers’
safety and maintainconfidence
amid the ongolng threats

In 12 davs, more than 275
fights operated by the Indian
carrlers have received bomb
threats. Most of the threats
were issued through social
media.

Eardier this week, Civil Avia-
tion Minister K Rammohan
MNaidu said the government
plans to take legisktive actions
to deal with instances of bomb
threats to airlines, Including
placing perpetrators of such
threats in the no-fy list. No o
has been arrested so far in this
matter except one Chhattisgarh
teen, who was detained by Mum
bal Police on Octobar 16
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IndiGo reports net loss of T986 crore in Q2FY25

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU @ hew Deld

INTERGLOBE Aviation, which
runs IndiGo aidine, on Friday
reported a net lossol 7986 crore
for the quarter end ing Septem-
ber pllowing seven consecutive
profitable quarters. The alrline
reported a net profit of T188
crore in the same period last
year and 2,728 crore In the
firat quarter of FY25.

The airline’s CEQ Pieter El-
bers attributed the loss to chal-
lenges from aircraft ground-
inpgsand high foel costs, coupled

with typically low demand dur
Ingthis quarter, "In atradition-
ally weaker second quarter, re-
sults were further impacted by
headwinds related to

groundings and fuel g8
costs. We have turned SES

the corner as the % 4

number of grounded § _-._'L_
airceaft and associated 98
eosts have started reduc- -
ing,” said Ehers.

In the same quarter, Indd iGo's
revenue from operations in-
creased by 14% year-on-vear,
reaching ¥16,970 crore. In the

July-September quarter, Indi-
Go's passenger ticket revenues
increased by 10% to 214,359
crore. Additionally, ancillary

revenues grew by 21% YoY,

B reaching 1,87 crore,

- IndiGo also an
nounced plans to
launch its business
claas in two weelks, nim

ing to provide customers

with a new and enhanced
experience. It expects its third-
quarter capacity measured In
available seat kilometers

{ASKg), to grow by early double

digits compared to the same
quarter in fiscal vear 2024, In-
diGo has a total of 410 aircraft,
including various models like
41 AR CEOs, 201 A320 NEOs,
112 A321 NEQOs, 456 ATRs, 3 A3
freighters, 6 BT37s, and 2 B777s.
This represents an increase of
28 passenger aircralt in the
past quarter

Meanwhile, at the end of the
September quarter, IndiGa's
capitalised operating lease lia-
bility was 247,779 crore. Includ-
ing this, the airline’s total debt
amounted to 59,237 croe.
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Over 25 hoax
threats on Friday

RAJESH KUMAR B8 NEW DELHI

T]u: deluge of hoax bomb threats slowed
down a bit on Friday with around 25
domestic and international lights operated by
Indian carriers receiving bomb threats. Seven
flights each from IndiGo, Vistara, and Spicefet
received threats, while six Air India ilighls
were targeted. The barrage of threal messages
have left civil aviation stakeholders alarmed
and disrupted operations as most major
airports over the past two weeks.

Thousands of passengers have also been
foreed to contend with extensive delays as the
warnings forced officials to undertake
thorough inspections. Some planes were also
forced o make emergency landings after
recetving bomb threats in mid-air.

The number of hoaxes has increased the
airlines’ burden as a number of Mights have
had to be diverted, delayed, or subjected to
searches after posts on soctal media said they
had bombs on board. Some threats have also
led to much more serious situations,

Conlinued on page 2

Over 25 hoax threats on Friday

From page 1

For example, last Thursday, an
Abr India Hight from Mumbai ta
London was intercepted by
Royal Adr Foree fighter jets after
recetving a bomb threat.
Two days before that, Singapore
Armed Forces scrambled two
fighter jets to escort an Air India
Express plane, which took off
from Madurai, away [rom
opulated areas following a
Ennnh threal. On Tuesday, the
MNepalese Army rushed its bomb
squad to  the Kathmando
girport alter a Vistara Dight
from Delhi got a bomb threat.
Unknown miscreants
threatened to blow up Indigo
flight 6E133 from Pune io

Jodhpur on Wednesday - lor
the second time this week.
The plane landed at the
isolation bay aof rudhrur
airport before being searched
by police and CISF officials. A
bomb disposal squad and a
dog squad were also called to
the scene.

Officials  said passengers'
lug e s well as every nook
and corner of the light was
thoroughly searched before
the plane was allowed 1o
take off for its further
destination.

An IndiGo spokesperson said
that among the ights targeted
were: 6E 87 (Kozhikode to
Dammam), 6E 2099 (Udatpur
to Delhi), 6E 11 (Delhi to

Istanbul), 6E 58 (Jeddah to
Mumbai), 6E 17 (Mumbai to
Istanbul), 6E 108 (Hyderabad to
Chandigarh) and 6E 133 {Pune
to Jodhpur).

“Flight 6E 2099, operating {rom
Udaipur 1o Delhi, received a
bomb threat. Following security
agency puidelines, the aircralt
was redirected to the isolation
bay belore take-off and
standard opersting  procedures
were followed. SSETgers
were salely disembarked,” the
atrline spokesperson said in a
slatement

In 12 days, more than 275
flights operated by the Indian
carriers have received bomb
threats. Most of the threats were
tssued through social media,
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IndiGo posts
7987cr Q2 loss
after 7 straight
profitable gtrs

Times NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: IndiGo on Friday
reported a loss of Rs986.7 cro-
re in the July-Sept quarter, af-
ter seven straight profitable
quarters with the profit in Q2
last fiscal being Rs 189 crore.
Theairlineattributed thisslip
back to red to “higher fuel
costs and a peak number of
groundings”. IndiGo stock
closed at Rs 4,365, down 3.4%
on BSE on Friday.

Of 410 aircraft in its fleet,
those grounded are now in 60s
due to Pratt & Whitney’s pro-
longed engine issues — down
from a peak of 70s — and the
airline expects this number to
be In 40s next fiscal. Since,
post-Covid demand for travel
isnormalising, fares hikes are
not similar to those being seen
in the last two-three years.

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers
said: “IndiGo’s growth and ex-
pansion continued as our topli-
ne grew by 14.6% YoY.”
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Bomb hoax menace

continues,

record 80

flights hit in a day

Threats Traced To One X User

Twes News NETWoRK

New Delhi/Panaji: Indian
carriers were hitby asurge of
bomb hoax threats on Thurs-
day, with warnings affecting
more than 8)domestic and in-
ternational flights through
emails and social media. This
marked the highest number
of threats in a single day; sur-
passing Oct 19 when more
than 40flights were impacted.

The threats that began on
Oct 14 have disrupted more
than 300 flights operated by
airlines such as IndiGo, Air
India, Vistara, Alasa Air.and
Alliance Air—leading to di-
versions, extensive security
checks, delays, and operatio-
nal challenges during the bu-
sy festive travel season.

Authorities are working
with social media companies
to trace those responsible for
thie surge in threats. With pe-
ak Diwali travel beginning
this weekend, airlinesand fly-
ers are hoping for smoother
operations amidst heighte-
ned security measures, After
a quieter Wednesday, airlines
were bombarded again on
Thursday

Affected flights included
20 each from Air India, Indi-
Go, and Vistara, 14 from Aka-
sa Air, and five from SpiceJet.
Adding to the disruptions, cy-
clone Dana caused flight can-
cellations in Odisha and
Bengal.

Oneof theaffected flights,

Pic for representation

i By Y - =
ffected flights included 20 pac
from Air India, IndiGo & Vistara, 14
from Akasa Air and 5 from Spicelet

IndiGo 6E 382, took off from
Hyderabad for Goa around
Nam. However, after recei-
ving a ‘“security-related
alert”, the flight was forced to
return to Hvderabad at 2pim,
causing fuel wastage, delays,
and passenger inconvenicn-
ce, Air India reported that no-
ne of its flights had to be di-
verted.

IndiGo’s spokesperson sa-
id: “All customers were safely
disembarked. .. safety and se-
curity of our customers and
crew remains paramount, We
worked closely with the rele-
vant authorities, and stan-
dard operating procedures
were followed....” WVistara
confirmed that several of its
flights had also been threate-
ned. Vistara flights UKS555
(Delhi-Goa) and UK589 (Hy-
derabad-Goa) were among
those targeted. Both landed
safely, and the threats were
declared hoaxes. “We imme-
diately alerted the relevant
authorities and are following
all security procedures as di-
rected by them,” said a Vista-
1a SpoKespersorn.
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Bomb hoax menace
continues, record 80
flights hitin a day

Threats Traced To One X Account

Times News Netwonrs

New Delhi/Panaji: Indian
carriers were hit by a surge of
bomb hoax threats on Thurs-
day, with warnings affecting
more than 80 domestic and in-
ternational flights through
emails and social media. This
marked the highest number of
threats in a single day, surpas-
sing Oct 19 when more than 40
flights were impacted.

The threats that began on
Oct 14 have disrupted more
than 300 fights operated by air-
lines such as IndiGo, Air India,
Vistara, Akasa Air, and Allian-
ce Air—leading to diversions,
extensive security checks, de-
lays, and operational challeng-
es during the busy festive tra-
velseason.

Authorities are working
with soclal media companies
to trace those responsible for
the surge in threats, With peak
Diwali travel beginning this
weekend, airlines and flyers
are hoping for smoother opera-
tions amidst heightened secu-
rity measures. After a quieter
Wednesday, airlines were bom-
bardedagain on Thursday

Affected ights included 20
each from Air India, IndiGo,
and Vistara, 14 from Akasa Air,
and five from SpiceJet. Adding
to the disruptions, cyclone Da-
na caused flight cancellations
in Odisha and Bengal.

One of the affected flights,
IndiGo 6E 362, took off from
Hyderabad for Goa around
1lam. However, after receiving
a "security-related alert”, the
flight was forced to return to
Hyderabad at 2pm, causing fu-

Fic fior representation

AHEAD OF DIWALI TRAVEL:
Affected flights included 20 each from
Air India, IndiGo and Vistara, 14 from
Akasa air and five from Spicelet

el wastage, delays, and pas-
senger inconvenience, Air In-
dia reported that none of its
flights had to be diverted.

IndiGo's spokesperson sa-
id: “All customers were safely
disembarked... safety and se-
curity of our customers and
crew remains paramount. We
worked closely with the rele-
vant authorities, and standard
operating procedures were fol-
lowed...."” Vistara confirmed
that several of itsflights hadal-
s0 been threatened. Vistara
flights UK555 (Delhi-Goa) and
UK589 (Hvderabad-Goa) were
among those targeted. Both
landed safely, and the threats
were declared hoaxes. *We im-
mediately alerted the relevant
authorities and are following
all security procedures as di-
rected by them,” said a Vistara
spokesperson.

Security agencies traced
theoriginof the threats tosoci-
al media platform X, where a
user named Adam Lanza clai-
med to have planted bombs on
several aireraft. Officials later
confirmed the threats came
from a fake profile,
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