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O Hindustan Time:

HINDON AIRPORT
LIKELY TO CONNECT
PRAYAGRAJ AND
LUCKNOW ROUTES

Peeyush Khandelwal
peeyush khandelwal@htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: The civil terminal at
the Hindon airport may connect
to two more cities, Lucknow and
Prayagraj, following a request by
Ghaziabad MP Atul Garg during
a meeting with the Airport
Authority of India (AAI) officials
in Delhi on Wednesday.

“We proposed that Mights
from the civil airport should also
connect o popular routes like
Lucknow and Prayagraj. Since
the civil terminal airport has
limited parking bays, it came out
in the meeting that connecting
Rights to Lucknow and Prayag-
raj would be a better option
instead of providing direct
flights. We expect positive devel-
opment around Diwali,” Garg,
also the chairperson of airport
coordination committee, said.

AAl officials also said there is
a possibility of the development.

The operators have sought
some time to take up the plans
and will revert to the AAL™ said
Umesh Yadav, director, civil air-
port, Hindon.
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Delht’s IGIA ranked
world’s 39th most
connected airport

NEW DELHI, Sept 24: Dethi airport has been ranked
as the world's 39th most connected airport in a list topped
by London Heathrow airport, according to a report.

The National Capital's Indira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA), however, slipped significantly from the 24th
position in 2024.

OAGG, a data platform for the global travel industry, on
Wednesday released Megahubs 2025, a ranking of the
world's most connected airports.

In the list of top 50 global airport megahubs, London
Heathrow 1s on top, followed by Istanbul and Amster-
dam in the second and third positions, respectively. Oth-
er airports in the top 10 are Kuala Lumpur and Frank-
furt (4), Seoul Incheon (6), Chicago O"Hare (7), Atlanta
Hartsfield-Jackson (8), Tokyo Haneda (9) and Paris
Charles de Gaulle (10).

As per the report, IGIA 1s at the 39th spot, offering
16,178 connections and connecting 157 destinations.

In terms of low-cost carrier airport megahubs, IGIA
15 at the 11th position, and Mumbai airport 1s at the 14th
place among the top 25 such airports. IGIA is the top
megahub in the South Asia region, the report said.

The report is based on OAG flight data from the 100
largest airports and the 100 largest international air-
ports in the world, based on total scheduled seats for the
September 2023 to August 2024 period.

The total number of all possible connections has been
calculated between inbound and outbound flights withina
six-hour window, considering those where either the in-
bound, outbound, or both flights are international. — PTI



AIRPUR T'SAUT HORIT"I’ OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIEK EBEHASEKEAER JATPUER 25 SEPTEMBER Z025

TARGIE : DT FATSC g9
di9 e e, amit guuren
TR | TETE W gan i e uaienEy i e
% H2l 2 T I a8 § A A bl T
HEA FAT T3 A § TSR # Geee
T 63-498 F1 $1 UARE T 11:35 A ATeqe
Sl 2, A TR TR F T A A o
iﬂﬁlmmms’ms SHITE | R 11:05
o ST UE B A § G- RO & e
TS T Tl A e | GH A S W AT S
AT T Gig 911 B2 S0 &A1 T



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGALORE 25 SEPTEMBER 2025

Gas distribution
facility at B'luru
Airport City

BENGALURU, DHNS: Benga-
luru Airport City Limited
has signed an agreement
with GAIL Gas Limited, a
subsidiary of GAIL (India)
Limited, to set up a city gas
distribution facility at Ben-
galuru Airport City.

The facility, aimed at
building a greener energy
ecosystem and improving
last-mile connectivity for
vehicles and logistics fleets
atthe Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport, willincludea
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNQG) station, Piped Natu-
ral Gas (PNG) installations,
and other clean energy
solutions.

The station will also have
non-fuel retail and conve-
nience outlets for public
use, Bengaluru Airport City
Limited said ina press note.

“The establishment ofthe
CNG station within Bengal-
uru Airport City will greatly
benefit thousands of vehi-
cles, providing convenient
access to CNG refuelling
for commuters travelling to
and from the airport,” said
Goutom Chakraborty, Chief
Executive Officer, GAIL Gas
Limited.
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Indian Airports Get High on Liquor Sales

PACKING A PUNCH Duty-free sales at terminals grow at a faster pace than in local market as more begin to fly

Sagar Malviya

Mumbal: [t's not just passengers
tuking Might from Indian alrport-
s—liguor brands are fiving of the
shelves too. India's duty-free and
travel retail volume growth outpa-
ced the country’s domestic bavera-
g sector in 2024 with 13% growth,
compared to a 6% rise at local sto-
res, necording to [WSR Drinks Mar-
ket Analysis.

Whisky which accounted for
three-fourths of the volumes, sawa
12% growth in contrast to the cate-
pory's performance in the Indian
domestic market, where volumes
declined 8%. "With Indian pas-
senger numbers expected to grow
50% over the next five vears and be-
verage alcohol volumes rising ra-
pldly, it is clear that Indian travel
lers will be vital to the future suc-

cess of global travel retail iGTR),™
said Charlotte Reid, senior in
sights manager, GTR at IWSR.
This comes as global travel retall
becomes an increasingly impor-
tant growth engine for drinks
companies, especially at a time
when the wider alcohol industry
faces stagnant volumes. While
global total beverage alcohol

12

Growth in
duty-free

whisky sales
against 8% fall
in domestic
market sales
in 2024

(TBA)consumption is expected to
remain flat between 2024 and 2028,
IWSR expects GTR volumes to
growata 3% compound annualra-
be e 4% In Asla,

India’sexpand ingmiddle class, ri-
sing disposahble income, and evol-
vingoonsumption patterns are res-
haping retall dynamics at alrport
terminals

“India’s disposable income and
travel demands are growing faster
than the lrglobal counterparts, and
thils will In tiirn reshape consumer
spending and drive demand in
GTR,” Reld added. “Indian consu-
mers are changing from price- and
utility-driven behaviours to brand
consciousness and experiential
spending, with Gen Z and millenni-
al consumers to the fore,”

Rodico Khaitan chiof operating
officer Amar Sinha said travellers
increasingly useairport dwell time
to explore brands, especially pre-
mitum and luxury options.

“Peaple have enough time at the
airpart o window shop and disco
ver the brand before they buv” he
sald, “Airports across the world are
the best avenie to popularise
brands, especially in the premiom
and luxury segment.”

While Scotch grew 11% In 2024 and

US whisky rose 8%, Indian whisky
volumes increased by 10%, with va-
lue growing even faster at 18%.
Still, Indian whiskey, however, fe-
mained a small plaver in global tra
vitl retall, representing less than
2% of whisky volumes.

“Indian whisky has relatively liti-
le shelfl space in GTR until about
three years ago, it had virtually no
presence in the channel but this is
beginning to change as consumers
broaden their repericires,” Reld
said. Bevond whisky early signs of
diversification are emerging. Yod-
ka wvolumes grew by 48% in
2024—nearly  three tmes (he
growth in domestic markets

However, industry plavers sald
the gprowing price competitive-
ness of domestle markets may 1i-
mit the return of standard and
premium spleits to pre-pandemle
travel retall levels
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|  rodent menace

Now, rat bite incident at Indore Airport

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

Just daysafter the ‘rat bite’
incident in MY Hospital,a
similar shocking incident took
place at the city’s Devi Ahilva-
bai Holkar (DABH) Airport
on Tuesday afternoon whena
rat bit a passenger there, tar-
nishing the reputation of what
was once ranked Asia-Pacifics

Noul airport for passenger sat-

isfaction. The episode also ex-
posed glaring lapses in the air-
port’s medical preparedness.
Thevictim, Arun Modi, a
software engineer from Bho-
pal, was waiting to board In-
diGo flight BE-6739 to
Bengaliry, scheduled to de-
part at3:05 PAM. With time to
spare, he reclined ona seatin
the lounge area when he
suddenly felt something un-
usual inside his trousers, To

his horror, he discovered that
arat had crawled into his
pants. He ried to catch the rat
from outside butwas unsuc-
cessful in his attempt and the
rodent bit him behind the
knee. Modi quickl removed
his rousers and was shocked
tofind a bleeding injury
where the rat had bitten him.
The commaotion drew atten-
tion from other passengers,
causing a stir at the airport.

Airport staff rushed to the
scene and immediately ok
him to the Medical Help
Centre located within the ter-
minal. However, the centre
had no anti-rabies vaccine in
stock. The duty doctor, from a
private hospital contracted by
the airport, could only admin-
ister a tetanus shot. Modi had
towait untl he landed in Ben-
galuru to receive the necess-
ary anti-rabies injection

We conducted pest control just eight days
ago, on September 15. | have spokento the
victim and our staff. We are imposing a
penalty on the pest control agency and will
conduct another round of treatment. We've
alsoreceived complaints about the conduct
of the duty doctor, and he is being replaced

-Vipin Kant Sheth, Director, DABH Airport
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Passengerbittenby
ratatIndoreairport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bhopal, 24 September

In a bizarrely embarrassing
incident, a rat bit a
passenger in the departure
waiting area of the Devi
Ahilyabai Holkar
International Airport of
Indore in Madhya
Pradesh.

As per airport officials, a

male passenger travelling
from Indore to Bengaluru
was bitten by a rat inside
the departure lounge on
Tuesday.

Airport Director Vipinkant
Seth said the airport doctor
and medical staffimmediately
attended to the passenger
and administered an injection,
and also provided antibiotic
medicines.

The official said that pest
control was also carried out
soon after the incident.

Just a few days ago, two
newborn baby girls died
after they were bitten by
big rats inside the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
of the Maharaja Yeshwantrao
Hospital (MYH) of Indore,
which is one of the biggest
government hospitals of
Madhya Pradesh.
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AirIndiaExpresstostart 20 {lightsdaily
fromNavi Mumbai International Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE City and Industrial mid-2026, including upto5 “We are happy to work
Muimbai, 24 September Development Corporationof  daily international flights  with Adani Airports to build
Maharashtra (CIDCO). from NMIA. Air India aims NMIA not only as a point

The Tata Sons-owned Air
India group has officially
announced through a
statement that Air India
Express will begin flight
operations from the newly
constructed Adani
Holdings-owned Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), after it becomes
operational on 30 September.

The airport is a 74:26 joint
veniure between Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) and

Besides Air India Express,
Akasa Air and IndiGo have
also committed a certain
number of flights from NMIA
a4s soon as operations
commence. The Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd-run airport will
witness Air India Express
operating 20 daily departures
from NMIA, connecting 15
Indian cities, according to
the statement. The airline
plans toincrease this frequency
to 55 daily departures by

to further boost its operations
by operating 60 daily departures
(120 ATMs) from NMIA. by
the winter 0f 2026, according
to the statement. Air India
Chiel Executive Officer and
Managing Director Camipbell
Wilson said that company is
looking forward to commencing
operations from the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), as Mumbai “joins
the league of world cities
with more than one airport™.

that connects to the rest of
India, but also as one of the
country’s key global transit
hubs for both passengers as
well as cargo. given its strategic
geographical location. At the
AirIndiagroup, we are proud
tolead the charge in connecting
the West to the East and
beyvond via India, and our
expansion at NMIA will
support India’s growth as a
global aviation hub,” Wilson
said.
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Airport ‘rat bite’

B INDORE: A passenger has
claimed he was bitten by
arat at Indors alrport
on Tuesday, weeks
after two newborn girls
died following alleged
rodent attacks at a local
hospltal. Officlals said the
Bengaluru-bound pas-
songor wias immediatoly
treated. e
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Rat bites man at
Indore airport;
doc replaced

Indore: A 33-vear-old soft-
ware engineer, waiting at In-
doreairportforaflightto Ben-
galuru, was bitten by a rat in-
side the terminal on Wednes-
day, reports Sagar Choukse.
The passenger, Arun Modi,
was resting on a recliner when
the rodent crawled inside his
trousers and bit him near knee.
He was accompanied by his
wife. He said the staff was re-
luctant and unprepared to pro-
vide timely treatment. He re-
ceived treatment in Bengaluru.
On Thursday, airport direc-
tor V K Seth said Amaltas
Group, which provides emer-
gency medical services, was
asked to replace the on-duty
doctor. “The step wastakendue
to the doctor’s lack of sensitivi-
ty in attending to the passen-
ger.,” Seth told TOI. Congress
spokesperson Amit Chaurasia
said the incident has tarnished
thecity’s ‘clean Indore’ image.
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Sikh alleges humiliation at Delhi airport

claimed he was asked, “Your
address Is in Tamil Nadu
hl.'ll “‘tl'lr' EEIE SO0 WAL
ingaSikhturban?™

IPSiaghEtimesofindia.com

Jalandhar; Tamil-orig
in Sikh and Bahujan Dr

avida Party president “I faced an unacoep-
Jeevan Kumar Ilaya- table incident of humi-
perumal, alsoknoremas liationat Air India Inte

rnational Counter Nos
while checking in for
my ight to Singapore. After |
handed over my passport 1o
the ground staff, who wasn't

Jeevan Singh, alleged he
faced “humilisting and
diseriminatory guestions” al
Delhi airport Wednesday be
fore his Night to Singapore. He

wearing her ID card, she made
offensive remarks, questioni-
ng whother the face on the pas
sport matched mine,” he said
Singh who embraced Sik-
hism in Jan 2023, claimed the
staff refused to issue his boar
ding pass until hestrongly nss-
erted his rights and condem
ned thelr conduct, He said he
would initiate legal action ag
ainst Air India on his return
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Jet Fuel Demand Slows After 4 Yrs of Strong Growth

Sanjeev Choudhary

New Delhi: Demand for jet fuel in the co-
untry hasslowed sharply sofar in 2025, af-
ter four years of robust growth, as heavy
rajns, aircraft malntenance, a plane
crash and border skirmishes welghed on
iir traffic.

Awlation turbine fuel (ATF) constump-
tion fell in August for the secomd consecu-
tive month, declining 29% year-on-yvear
For April-August, consumption increa-
sodl only 1L3%, according to petroleum
and natural gas ministry data, By cont-

rast, ATF sales had expanded 9% in 2024
2, Growth in previous years was far
stronger — 1LA% in 20233 47.3% in
Sy 3% aned 35 4% in 2001-20 __ as the sec-
tor rebounded from the Covidi9-induced
plungeof 53.8% in2020-21, The pandemic

had begun hurting the avia-

thon Industry toward the end

of 208-20, pulling down ATF

consirmption by 3.6% that ye-
ar. In the two vears prion, domestic ATF
consumption had grown by 9% on avera-
ge. After this roller-coaster trajectory
ATF consumption crossed the carlior po-
ok of B3 million moetric tonnes [{rom

2018-19 only in 2024-25 when sales rea-
ched 8.9 million metric tonnes

Thedecline in August consumption wons
“primarily due to the flight disruptions
caused by heavy rainfall in the northern
states coupled with alreraft downtime
duetomaintenance”, the ministry sabd in
its analysls, “Delhl & Maharashira,
which contribute more than 40% to total
ATF” consumption, recorded declines, it
moted, adding that flight operations at In-
dira Gandhi International Alrport in
Delhil were affected by the runway closu-
re from . June 15 to September 15 for upgron-
dation,
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RESUMPTION LIKELY ONLY IN 2026

Flights between China, India
delayed by another quarter

NITIN KUMAR
Hew Do, Septemberds

B industry experts believe the
introduction of direct Nights
~— could potentially triple this
figureto 3 million

TAKE-OFF PREPARA“DME,H
THE  MUCH-AWAITED v
RESUMPTION of direct flights
batween India and China s
expected to be delayed by at
least another quarter despite
recent  diplomatic  break-
throughs between the two
countries. Both the countries
are working through complex

regulamry processes required ®in 2019, India and China had

m Services between

m Currently, an estimated

fo restart services suspended the two countries 539 directflights operated by 1 million passengers
shnoe _'{'1r|? 2020, ) have been suspended airlines including Alr India, travel annually between
Officials farmiliar with the after the Galwan IndiGa, China Southernand the two nations via

matter said that although the
resurmption of direct flights waes
initially expectad in the winter
schadule, sarvices are now
unlikely to begin before early
nextyear Both sidesare cormonthy
workingonrenewingtheAirSer
vices Agreement{ASA}, whileair-
liruas froom both countries are in
the process of seeking mamda-
torvoperat ional cearances from
cachother'saviationauthonties.

Asourcesaid that airlines
from both countries have yet
to receive operational autho-
rization,

*The resum ption of flights
5 unlikely to happen this year,
as it typically takes at lpast
three months for airlines to

clashes in 2020

China Eastemn

indirect rautes

comphete the requ bred applica-
tions and obtain necessary
approvals”an official said.

Aquerysent to the mnisiry
of cvil aviation remained
unanswered till the time of
g'lhg [ 1] Errr‘.\

Indian carriecs such as Air
Indiaand IndiGoare cumenthyin
discussion with the Cival Awia-
tion Administration of China
{CAAC) to obtaln necessary
approvals, Onthe other sde, Chi-
nese airlines, including Alr
(hina, China Eastern, China
Southern, and Shandong Air-
lines areworking toseoure clear

ance from India’s Directorate
GenemlofChvil Aviat ion (DdGCA)

Airlines will also need to
revalidate expined certifications,
such a5 the Alr Operator Certifi-
cate (ADC), and ensure compli-
ance with Intermational Civil
Aviation Organization (1CAQ)
standards This nchudes updat
ing operational manuals and
demonstrating finandal and
operational eadiness.

Takeolf and landing skts at
key aiports must abo be
secured through designated
coordinators, the Arports
Authorityof India (AAl) and the

Abrports Coundl Intemational
(ACH) for Chinese alports.

In 2019, Ind@and China had
539 dimct flight s operated by
aidines mcluding Air India,
IndiGo, China Southem and
China East ern Adrlines operated
direct services connecting
major citics including New
Db Mumbai, Kolkata, Shang
haiand Guangzhow

In March 2020, interma-
tional fight swere halted during
Covid The Gahwan Valley clashes
in June 2020 resdted inacom
plete breakdown of trost
betweenthe two counties.
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Air India crash: pilot’s father
says AAIB officials hinted his
son moved the fuel switch

Reuters
NEW DELHI

The 9l-year-old father of
the fatal Air India fight's
captain has said officials
from the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIBY visited him last
month and suggested that
his son cut the fuel to the
plane’s engines after take-
off, correspondence ob-
tained by Reuters showed.
Pushkar Raj Sabharwal
emailed the Federation of
Indian Pilots (FIP) last
week to say that AAIB ofi-
cials had visited him at
home on August 30 “under
the pretext of offering con-
dolences”, and implied his
son, Captain Sumeet Sab-
harwal, was the one who
maoved the fuel switches.
“During this interaction-
...they went beyond their
mandate — speaking in in-

Pushkaraj Sabharwal father of
Capt. sumeet Sabharwal.

nuendos and insinuating,
on the basis of selective
CVR (cockpit voice recor-
der) interpretation and a
so-called “layered wolce
analysis’, that my son had
moved the fuel control
switches from RUN to CU-
TOFF after take-off,” the
Seprember 17 email said.
The day hefore the AAIR
visit, he wrote to the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation to re-
quest the Union govern-
ment to open an additional
investigation into the dead-

ly crash, criticising what he
said were investigators®
“selective™ releases of in
formation, which had led
to speculation about Cap-
tain Sabharwal’s actions.

The crash of Air India
flight 171 in June killed 241
of the 242 people on board
and 19 persons on the
ground.

A preliminary investiga-
tion  report by AAIB
showed the plane’s fuel en-
gine switches had almost
simultaneously flipped
from run to cut-off just af-
ter taking off from the
runway.

The AAIBE did not res-
pond to Rewiers queries.
On Thursday, a Retters re-
porter was denied access
to Mr. Sabharwal's home in
Mumbai. The Civil Aviation
Ministry and Air India did
not respond to Reuters re-
quests for comment.
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| AVIATION DISASTER |

100 days after the AI-171 jet cras

Anjuli
Bhargava

an 260 lives be lost in
the blink of an eve. in
what |8 globally

ncknowledged as one of
the safest modes af rransport,
and nobady be to blame? That's
the question that is increasingly
|:u!|:'|3 asked, now of the cours
— bath in the US and [n Indla —
by those who directly Teel the
pain al this tragedy but have
lound themseives stone-walled
and wsnable to obtain any
answers [ram thase who ouglit
to be answering them.

Time and again after the
June 12 crash, the Alr
India brass has pub-
licly absolved itself
and reiterated that
there wene no mechan-
jcal or maintenance
issues with thee aireralt
or engine In state-
ments issued o the
medii, the Air Didia
CED has sald = 71 suggest we
note that the Preliminary
Report fowmd o mechanical o
maintenance fssues with the
pircruft or engines, and that al
mandalory maintemnce ks
had been completed. There was
noissae with the quality of fucl
anmgl no abmarmality with the
toke-ofl rofl The pllots had
passed their mandatory pre
Hight Brosthdyser and there
were no observations pertaln-
ing to their medical status™, In
other wards, nobody can painta
Anger wowards his alrline and
its role in the accident, Querics
o Bowsing mnd other stakehiodd-
ors e also been redirected to
India’s Aircraft Accident Inves-
tzatiom By, which redensed

PICK OF
Tue Day

the preliminary report on July
2

On September 16, just over
three manths after the ALIT]
crash that killed 260, the lumi-
lies of four victims of the scci-
dent filed o lawsuit against
American manifacturer Boelng
And Honeywell, accusing the
companics of negligence, The
lowsuit, [ied in Deloware Supe-
rior Court, claims the aceldent
wis caused by a defective
design of the aircralt's fuel
switches, which were manulsc-
tured by Honeywell and
installed by Bosing. The sult
alleges that the switches' loca-
ton in the cockpt, just below
thee thrust levers, made it Hely
fior them to be Inadvertently
maoved during normal fight
aperatbons. Further, as
per the suic filed, a
locking mechanism
meant g secure the
switches was cither
prone o discngaging
o was missing allo-
gether. It further
argued thal prior
WWILETRITIES WTe fepseal-
edly ignored and refers o the
2018 US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) advisory
that warned operators of cer-
tain Boeing aircralt, including
the: 7HT-E, i0 inspect the locking
featare an fuel control switches
This varming wes a recommin-
dation, not o réquirenmient, ong
Alr India chose to ignore.

Meanwhile a day later on
Seplembaer 17, & wril petitioon (a
copy |s with this writer) filed by
n WG Safety Motters Founda-
tiont made its way 1o the
Sypreme Cowrt in Indin, seeking
two pctions, One, the writ asks
Fiar s hosurre of all basic fictual
data pertaining to the sccldent,
Including the comphele Digital
Flighi Data Reoarder (DFDAY

owipul and the full Cockpit
Viice Recorder {CVH) transeripl
with timestamps and it sceks
the appaintment of an inde-
pendent investigator of appao-
priate qualificetion and stand-
ing, under the superdsion and
comral of the cowris to averdes
aml monitor the ongaing inves-
tigation into the accident

The writ takes apart and
strongly condemns the prelimi-
nary report released by the
AATR in July and mises several
inadequacies, some of which
have heen highlighted by
experts and media and some
which It highlights for the first
time,

The strangess indictment of
thie report by the petition s with
regard o its “sebective disclo-
sures” and parnphrased refer-
ences o cockplt volee record-
ings “without timestamps or
corfoborative context™. This
selectlve presentation, 0t is
argeed, creates o misleading
impreasion and undermines
trnsparency. Morcover, ithas
the elffect of “shaping a binsed
public perception”, one thil
tends o attribute the couse of
the accident to pikot error while
almolving U manulaciumer amd
the adrline of potentls respansi-
bility. The report further argues
et "by releasing incomplete
and anverfled extracts of the
cockpit voice recording, the
Respondent has crealed an
Information environment that
unfairly tilts the narrative in
lavotr ol the opesator amd man-
ulacturer”,

But perhaps what is even
more worrying is Uhat the writ
polnts out several technical
aspocts of the investigation that
seem lncking and appear 1o
have been overloaked or not
exmmined in as much detail as
wiomild belit an accident of this

& Hindustan Times
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in Ahmedabad on Juse 12

mature and magniiude,

As s well known, alreraft
depart with a mininmm equip-
menl list and deferred mainte-
mance ltems that are acceptable
1o the Captain in charge but the
repart highlighis the role of
BPCUs (Bus Power Control
Linit], which are central (o the
TR s electrical and data distFi-
bution nemwork, and which, in
this ense, were defective, This
i lemd toan inahiity to cor-
recily iransmit or recefve con-
trol signals, including the
“"RAUN" command o the Fall
Authority Digial Engine Con-
trol (FADEC). The writ argues
thast these linclings sironghy sup-
pori the “electrical disturbance
theory,” wherehy signal anoma-
lies rather than pilal actions
iriggered the dual engine shut-
dowmn,

It goees on (o highlight the
much discussed RAT {Ram Alr
Turbine, a sort of 8 back-up}
deplayrment, pointing oul that
the preliminary report ltsell
records that the RAT deployed
i the initial climb and

Alr Indlin Flight 171, a Bocing TET, crashed seconds afler take-ofl

T

argusivg thit (s activation, cor-
mborated by CCTV footage, =
“mcontrovertible evidence thak
the airerall was experiencing a
sewere electrical or propulsion
emergency well beyond ondi-
mary operational anomalies”,
Thee writ therefore questions the
repartis failure to analyse the
techinkcal implicationg of HAT
deployment, induding how (@
docs not establish the exact
momsent when the deplovment
command was lssued by
onboard computers or the
sequence of events leading 1o
RAT activation,

It also discusses the transi-
tioning of luel swilches from
*cut off” to “run” within sec-
onds of inital shutdown and
argueds that these sequences
ocourred without any manual
intervention by the pilots, indi-
caling that the system iself was
attempting i restare thrust, As
per the petition, the preliminary
repirt “foils 1o analyze these
automatie relight atemps or
their significance” and further
argies et e relizhi activiie is

comsisient with translent elec-
wricn] faules or signal restors-
tlons. It alleges that the repon
ignores crucial evidence and
“eontinues o focus solely on
alleged human error, thereby
suppressing technical findings
that point to déeper sydemic
Instabllit”,

‘While some of the abave hs
been discussed in videns and
news reports that folbowed the
crash, the writ highlights two
leaser discussed aapects al the
crash and the preliminary find-
ings: one, the state in which the
alt EAFH (Enlanced Alreralt
Flight Recorder), which the Is
fight recorder located at the
rear of the aircraft was found.
The petitioners say that the
nature of the aft [or rear)
recorder™s destruction, fnclsd-
ing meliing of 115 crash-proof
housing and absence of soot
cleposits, was “highly irregular”
and conslstent with high-tem-
perature lithium-on type com-
bustion rither than ordinary
fuel fire. In other words, this
suggests soume kind of sabotage
of tampering with the renr
recarder. The writ further
argues that “both recorders
were inexplicably retained in
Ahmedabad untl] 24062025
before being sent for readot,
during which lime sensitive
details of the Investigation
appeared in the Wall Strect
Journal, mising concerns aboug
data Integrity and possible
lewks"

Lastly, the writ argues that
the fallure of AAIE to include
the testimony of the sole survi-
wor is another glaring omssion
thut could materially impact the
investipation. The petition
paints ot that Yishwathkumr
Ramesh recounted  that
moments after takeoll the lights
Fnsicle the airerft begm “Nick-

ering green and white,” and
within five to ten secomds Lhe
pane appeared “stuck In the
air” before slamming into a
ballding and exploding. His
account, the writ argoes,
directly contradicts the insinua-
than of deliberate pilod error and
provides crivcal first-hand evi-
dence of clectrical anomalics
and the sequence of inypact. |1
govs a step further to angue thas
the “suppression of Mr. Ram-
esh’s lestimony, thee only direct
evidence from within the cabin,
represents a serious breach”,
Bl iz that this was dieliber-
abe,

The writ also argees that the
respondents (Union of India,
DG AATE nnd DGCA) have Elbed
o discharge their statutory duty
by Issuing a full and compre-
hensive report with legitimate
recommendations, Had they
dane so, a far wider regime of
proventive measunes could have
been adapted. I points owt that
alter the prelininary repan wis
published Authoritles in South
Korea and Egypt mandated
compliance with FAAS Spsecinl
Adrweorthilness Information Bul-
letin on fuel control swilches,
Exthad Alrwanys conducted Neel-
wide Inspections, and the DGICA
in Indfin required all Indian air-
lines aperuting Boeing 7ET air-
craft to undertake mandatory
checks. These proactive meas-
ures were tken despite the
absence of any formal salety
recommendation in the prelim-
iy report.

People chose to the court pro-
ceedings fold this writer that
the mext hering in this case will
b In early November but thata
second writ was likely to be
filed Imy the Pushkarij Sabhar-
wal, the 91-year old father of
AllITTs commander Sumeet
Subiharwal, with the asistance

h, questions persist

al w group af pilots. who workoed
closely with his son, which is
likely to ask for a retired or sii-
ting juclge to overses the invest-
gationas it proceeds inaddition
o the cxisting demands by the
Sofety Matters foundation,
"Essentially, AAIB by redensing
such a sub-stundard, shoddy
and unsigned report has made
miters worse and we hive Jost
falth in the body and its abiliy
to produce an unbiased final
repart”, said a senior serving
commander of the Federation
of Indian Pilots (FIP). FIF is
likely 1o join hands with Sab-
harwal Sr. and be included as 5
petitioner in the writ,

That AALE has been irying o
repalr somee of the dameage done
to its credibility after the pre-
Tivinary report is evident b the
sldition of new experts includ-
ing a senior Air Indin Dream-
liner captiain RS Samdbu and
athers who can materially guide
the investigation since, More
recertly, the Airline Pilots Asso-
clation of India (ALPA) has been
invited for a meeting in October
with AAIR, |'u|||:|'.l\.'||||.; @ betees
sent by the assoclation o the
civll mviation minister, to dis-
cuiss ways af betber representing
the pllots” stand poént and views
during the course of the investi-
gAkbon.

Bt the good news in this ath-
erwise sad saga is that the low-
suits in the US and the writ peti-
tions In India are likely to force
the hand of the puthorities o
bring in more rknsparency in
the procecdings and help bring
to book hedd those who might
b keen 1o avodd sharing the
blams for this tragedy.

Armirali Bhargmvn writes obeur gov
ermutice. tfrsrictre, amd the
sl decrar, The ¥icus expresssl
e persoaal
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AirIndia Expresstostart 20 flights daily
from Navi Mumbai International Airport

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE and Industrial

Mumbai, 24 Seprember

The Tata Sons-owned Air
India group has officially
announced through a
statement that Air India
Express will begin flight
operations from the newly
constructed Adani
Holdings-owned Navi
Mumbai Internaticnal Airport
(NMIA), after it becomes
operational on 30 September.

The airport is a 74:26 joint
venturebetween Adani Aiport
Holdings Ltd (AAHL) and

The Statesman

Thu,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78221948

City

Development Corporation of

Maharashtra (CIDCO).
Besides Air India Express,
Akasa Air and IndiGo have
also committed a certain
number of flights from NMIA
A8 s00n as operations
commence. The Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd-run airport will
witness Air India Express
operating 20 daily departures
from NMIA, connecting 15
Indian cities, according to
the statement. The airline
plansto increase this frequency
to 55 daily departures by

25 September 2825

mid-2026, including up to 5
daily international flights
from NMIA. Air India aims
to further boost its operations
by operating 60 daily departures

(120 ATMs) from NMIA, by
the winter of 2026, according
to the statement. Air India
Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director Campbell
Wilson saidthat company is
looking forwand locommencing
operations from the Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), as Mumbai “joins
the league of world cities
with morethan oneairport”,

“We are happy to work
with Adani Airports tobuild
NMIA not only as a point
that connects to the rest of
India, but also as one of the
country’s key global transit
hubs for both passengers as
well as carpo. iven its strategic
peographical location. Atthe
AdrIndia group, we are proud
tor bead the chargein connecting
the West to the East and
beyond via India, and our
expansion at NMIA will
support India’s growth as a
global aviation hub,” Wilson

said.
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Pilots’ assnalleges bias in Air India
crash probe, seeks judicial inquiry

HHIK AL STNGH

MW DL, SEFTEMAER 24
TheFedemntion of Tnckon Pilots
(FIP hanve norussd the Atrerft
Agwiden b Irnvest gtion Buireia
(AATTM F ushing o prematuine
and huged “pilof ernor” nans
thee in the AT 171 cmsh and
demanded thil {he pobe be
repleoed by a judicial inguiry
Ir i lekber o the hndstry of
Crdl Ariabon on September

22, nvessed by The Trilwine
the FIP said theangaing imees
i o drvho Vhe Jure 12 csh
had been “fundamentally and
irevneshhy oormpromis e
The: FIP alleged that AATR

afficimle cverstepped theirmume
kst Ty vissitinyg the mesridesnoe of

lamrcd Pushiar faj Sab
hairdal, Bither of the Inte Piot
ielomimand  Capd Sumest
Suhbarwul, under Lhe “prefext

il nfliring oonrnkemres”

During e visd, the lefler
claimed, oficials mode “dam
aging insinuintions™ hat Capt
Sabharanl had deliberaishy
rrucrerer] the el omerdrol switches
tocirtall prestion after takeolf.

Ty desrxibed the comductas
“pmrer sy Eprope and proe
feemdnmaly incedenable”, oo
g brnesltiginhors ol o “deliberle
stmilegic muneense desigred
tn preemptney edablish o
‘ot oo natr e
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