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Smaller towns to get a
big lift: 29 new airports

Mihir Mishra

mihir mishra@livemint com

MNEW DELHI: India is advancing
its efforts to transform smaller
towns into aviation hubs, with
plans to establish 29 greenfield
airports across underserved
regions over the next two dec-
ades—a first of its kind on this
scale.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAT) has completed feasi-
bility studies for 10 such air-
ports, aiming to link smaller
towns with global air routes,
two officials aware of the devel-
opment told Mint.

Gujarat leads the list with
nine airports, followed by Kar-
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, and
Jharkhand. Thirteen other
states are each slated to receive
one airport under the plan.

The plan accounts for long-
term passenger growth, aiming
to have infrastructure in place
over the next 20 years to meet
future demand.

In parallel, the government is
working on a five-year plan to
upgrade or establish new air-
ports in small cities, while also
planning second or third air-
ports in metros where current
infrastructure is nearing capac-
ity.

“Most of these (the 29 pro-
posed) airports have been found
to be feasible... The pre-feasibil-
ity is being conducted for some

The Airports Authority of India
has completed feasibility
studies for 10 such airports, mmr

of them. The idea is to make
these airports capable of han-
dling at least single aisle planes
like Airbus 320 and Boeing
737s.” said one of officials cited
above. "Most of these airports
will be made to handle bigger
dual aisle planes to ensure that
they are able to connect to inter-
national destinations directly.”
The second official empha-
sized that larger airports in
smaller cities are crucial to
building sufficient infrastrue-
ture for long-term growth.
“The idea is to build infra-
structure for the long-term, as
upgrading airports in smaller
cities have been found to be
inadequate with traffic growing
beyond expectations in the
short term. So, the plan is to
build greenfield airports in
these smaller cities to ensure

that they can support growth
for a long term,” the official
added.

The officials, however, did
not provide any estimate on the
cost of building these airports,
or a timeline, since they are still
in early stages of planning.

Emails sent to AAl and the
aviation ministry on Monday
remained unanswered at the
time of publishing.

Analysts welcome the move
but stress that airport planning
should be driven primarily by
passenger growth forecasts,
ensuring that infrastructure
matches demand rather than
political motivations.

“Superb thinking by the gov-
ernment for planning ahead for
airports in underserved regions,
kudos to the government. A
word of caution, we have seen
in the past that these airport
planning has been influenced
by politics, elections more than
the passenger growth projec-
tions, We must understand air
transport is based on demand
and those can't be gimmicky or
manifesto based,” said Mark
Martin, founder and CEO at
Martin Consulting, an aviation
consultancy firm.

Martin also stressed that
regions like Manipal, Meghal-
aya, Nagaland, Tripura, and
Bihar should be prioritized for
better connectivity, to address
growing demand.
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RGIA ANNOUNCES
DIRECT FLIGHTS
TO SIX CITIES

DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 24

The Rni]'tv Gandhi
Internationa Airport at
Shamshabad on Tuesday
announced six new direct
flights to Agartala, Jammu,
Agra, Kanpur, Ayodhya and
Prayagraj.

The thrice-a-week service to
Agra, starting September 28,
will leave Hyderabad at 1.55
pm and reach Agra by 4.05 pm.

The four flights a week to
Agartala will leave at 7.30 am
and reach at 10.20 am.

The thrice-a-week flights to
Jammu will depart at 7.05 am.

Beginning September 27,
Kanpur will be connected four
times a week with the service
departing at B55 am and
reaching at 11 am.

For Ayodhya, the flights will
leave four times a week at 1.55

pm.

Starting the same day, three
flights departing at 855 am
will connect the city to
Pravagraj.
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Tea & water
for 320 at
Pune Airport

Staff Reporter

PLNE

While flyers continue to com-
plain about the hefty prices
charged for tea, coffee, water,
and other food and beverages
at airports across the country,
Pune Airport will now offer
ten and water for just Rs20,
Currently, tea is sold at Rs200,
and bottled water costs
between Rs60 and RsBO at
various stalls in the new ter-
minal at Pune Airport. To
address concerns from flvers
about these high prices, the
afrport administration has
amnounced that a dedicated
stall will be introduced where
passengers can purchase
these items at affordable
rates, addressing a long
standing issue for budget
travellers.

While providing
flights at lower rates
was emphasised,
the steep prices of
water and beverages
have been a concern

Until now, the old terminal
at Pune Airport already had a
stall offering beverages at
lower prices, but no such
option was available at the
new terminal. Pune Airport
Director  Santosh  Dhoke
informed the media that this
initiative would ensure afford-
able refreshments for regular
travellers. While the govern-
ment has worked to make
flights available at lower rates
for passengers, the steep
prices for water and bever-
ages have been a concern,
which will now be addressed.

Notably, Senior Congress
leader and former Union
minister P Chidambaram had
recently raised concerns over
a cup of tea made from hot
water and a tea bag being
sold for Rs340 at Kolkata
Airport.
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Fake Indian passport
holder held at airport

MUMBAI: A 25-year-old Nepa-
lese woman was intercepted
while trying to flee Bahrain ona
fake Indian passport at the
Mumbai international airport
and arrested after investigation,
Sahar Police said on Tuesday.

The accused, identified as
Anita Prakash Pariyar, was
stopped by the airport immigra-
tion officials on suspicion of her
identity when she was trying to
board a flight to Bahrain on a
tourist visa on Monday.

She was booked on Mumbai
to Bahrain flight number
6E-1201 and the departure time
was 9:40pm.

The investigation disclosed

that Pariyar was carrying a fake
Indian passport.

“Police found documents,
including her marriage certifi-
cate, saved in her mobile phone
establishing that she is a Nepa-
lese national,” a police officer
said.

The accused, who works in a
hotel in Vadodara, had prepared
the fake passport from Ahmed-
abad using a Aadhaar card and
a PAN card that she had got
made using agents.

She was arrested on charges
of cheating and forgery under
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
and relevant sections of the
Passport Act, the officer added.
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Navi Mum airport’s Ist trial
landing on Oct 5; PM invited

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmumba@hindustantimes.com

have been completed, and the
actual airport construction
work is currently on. Last
month, the Airports Authority

A potential game-changer

EM"I T;MB;I:- 'l;he UpCOmiﬂg} Ef [néilia cgmpletcﬂ][—g?mrqent » The Navi Mumbai @ The 16,700 crore
avi Mumbai Internationa anding System testing, nternational Airpart nort is bein
Airport (NMIA) is set to con-  which calibrates the flight path l m e be ahle to handle m%a
duct its first trial landing ofan  to ensure the operational readi- intwo ‘I'. ﬁlmﬂ‘?, L P'“h& e
aircraft on October 5, with  ness of the airport. RSP i :IJII__II_'H_ tE.-- .
Prime Minister NarendraModi  For the trial landing in Octo- | R@igad, onanarea of partnership by Navi
expected to attend. Domestic  ber, a C-130J, which is a four- 1160 hectares. It will thhﬂlﬂmﬁmaj
operations at the airport are engine turboprop military 18 cargo per year. It Airport Limited, a
scheduled to begin in March transport aircraft, and a Sukhoi | greenfield airport in i special-purpose vehicle
2025, followed by international  Su-30, a twin-engine super the country, built on parallel runways  formed by Adani
operations in June 2025, maneuverable fighter aireraft, undeveloped land Airports Holdings and
__ Addressing the media after  will be used. _ and free from the (IDCO, which will hold
?spectmg ﬂu? airport site on _Shrrsat said the new airport constraints of existing a74% and 26% stake,
uesday, Sanjay Shirsat, the will be a game-changer for Navi g
newly appointed CIDCO chair- Mumbai. "There will be four respectively.

man, said, “The airport con-
struction work is progressing
at a satisfactory pace to meet
our targets. On October 5,
Indian Air Force (IAF) aircraft
will land at the airport for a
trial run on the runway. We
plan to conduct the trial in the
presence of the prime minis-
ter.”

The pre-development works

inter-connected terminals with
350 aircraft parking facilities,
along with metro, rail and road
connectivity from all sides. We
have given instructions to the
concerned officials for speedy
implementation to ensure the
project is completed in the
specified time line to start
operations from March 2025,"
he added.
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PM toinaugurate Solapur Airport, launch ¥ 22,600-cr projectsin Maharashtratoday

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 25 SEFTEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Maharashtm
on Thursday and lay the foun-
dationstone and dedicate to
the nation various projects
worth over Rs 22,600 crore,
including initiatives of the
poetrolewm and natural gas
sectorworth Rs 10,400 crore

During his visit, Mrhodi
will inaugurite the Solapur
Airport which will significant by
improve connectivity, maoking
Solapur more accessible to
tounsts, business trave llers,
and mvestos. The exdsting
terminal building of the Sola-

purAirport hasben revamped
o serve arownd 4.1 lakh pas-

sengers annualky,

The Prime Minister will
dedicate o the nation the
Bidkin Induserizl Area, atrans-
formative project covering
dan expansive 7855 acres
under the National Industrial
Comridor Development Pro-
gram of the Central govern:
ment, situated M) km south
of Chhatrapati Sambhajinagge
in Maharashira,

The project developed
under the Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor holds
immimse potentialas o vbmont
economic hubin the Marmth-
wada region, The Central
Govemment his approved
this project with an overall
project cost of over Rs 6,400
crore for development in

throee phases.

In Pune, earlier, the prime
ministerwill flag offfromthe
Dis rict Cournt Metro Station
the Metm train scheduled to
run from District Coun to
Swargate, Pune, The inau-
guration of the pmject will
mmarkthe completion of Phase
| ofthePune Metro Rail Proj-
ect. The cost of the under-
ground section be wee n the

-
@

District Court to Swargate is
around Ks 1,810 crore,

Mr Modi will thenlay the
foumdation stone forthe Swar-
gate- Kamraj Extension of Pune
Mt Phase-1 to bedevdoped
atthie costof around Rs 2,950
o, This southem extension
of around 546 kn s com
pletely underground with
three stations, Market Yard,
Padmavati, and Katraj. The

prime minister will lay the
foundation stone for the
Memorialof Kranti [yoti Sav-
itribai Phule's First Girls’
School at Bhidewada,

In line with his commit-
ment 10 make India self-
reliant in the feld of Super-
computing technology, the
prim e minister will dedicate
to the nation three PARAM
Fudra Supercomputers worth
around Rs 130 crore, devel -
oped indigenously under the
National Supercomputing
Miss on {NSM). These super
computers have been
deployed in Pune, Delhiand
Kinlkata w faclivate plonecring
scientificresearch. The Giant
Metre Radio Telescope
(GMET) in Punewill leverage

the supercomputer toexplore
Fast Radio Bursts (FREs) and
other astronomical phenom-
end. The Inter-University
Acce lerator Centre{ ILUAC) in
Delhid will enhance reseanch
in fields like material science
and atomic physics. 5. N. Bos:
Centre in Kolkam will drive
advanced research in areas
such as physics, cosmaology,
and earth sciences

The Prime Minister will
also inaugurate a High-Per-
formm ance Com puting (HPC)
system toilored for weather
and climate research. This
prajeci represents an inve st-
et of s 850 crore, marking
a significant leap in India's
computational capabilities
for meteoroogical applicatons.
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Airlines suspend flights

MORE AIRLINES CANCEL SERVICES

:Idl! INDIA: The Indian flag carrier suspend-
( s

Dubai, Sept. 24: Gulf air-
lines, including Emirates
and Qatar Alrways, tem-
porarily suspended flights
to Beirut on Tuesday as te-
nsions soared between Isr-
ael and Hezbollah after the
deadliest bombardment of
Lebanon since 2006.

Etihad Airways and fly-
dubai also joined a num-
ber of international carri-
ers in suspending Beirut
services, as Israeli sirikes
continued a day after 558
i\gﬂple were killed in

banon, according to
Lebanese officials.

“The safety of our crew
and customers is of utmo-
st importance and will not
be compromised.” Emira-
tes said in a statement,
announcing the suspen-
sion of flights on Tuesday
and Wednesday:

Qatar Airways, the natio-
nal flag cal;:ll'i;-; wh(‘iigh
operates two flights a day
to the Lebanese capital,
also cancelled services for
two days.

“Due to the ongoing situ-
ation in Lebanon, Qatar
Airways has temporarily
suspended flights to and
from Beirut Rafic Hariri
International Airport unt-
il September 25, it said.

Etihad Airways, the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates’ nation-
al airline, cancelled its re-
turn flight from Abu Dha-
bi on Wednesday, it said in
a statement sent to AFP.

And flydubai, Emirates’
low-cost sister airline, can-
celled its daily flights on

heduled flights to and from Tel Aviv

until further notice.

-

AIR FRANCE: Air France expanded the -
suspension of its flights to Beirut until ﬁctm

KLM: KLM has cancelled all flights to and
from Tel Aviv until Oct. 26. The Franco-
asz» Dutch group’s Transavia cancelled flights to
KL\ and from Tel Aviv until March 31, 2025, and
flights to Amman and Beirut until Nov. 3.

CATHAY PACIFIC: Hol
Cathay Pacific cancell

Kor‘lig-based
all

Tel Aviv until March 27, 2025.
g

ights to

A

gl d

DELTA AIR LINES: The US carrier
paused flights between New York and
Tel Aviv through Dec. 31.

LUFTHANSA: The German airline group said it
was suspending all connections to and from

Tel Aviv and Tehran until Oct. 14, while flights
to Beirut will remain suspended until Oct. 26.

L

RYANAIR: Europe's biggest budget
airline cancelled flights to and
from Tel Aviv until Oct. 26.

Tuesday and Wednesday
“due to the developments”,
a spokesperson said.

The cross-border fire bet-
ween Israel and Hezbollah
began last October after
Hamas and other Palestin-
ian militant groups laun-
ched an unprecedented
attack on Israel.

A source at the Lebanese

flag carrier Middle East
Ajrlines informed AFP
that its flights were
booked out for days.

“Qur flights are all over-
booked because of the can-
cellations of other air-
lines.” the source, who is
not authorised to speak to
media, said on condition

of anonymity — AFP
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SpiceJet’s fundraise: What it augurs

Earlier this week in astock exchangefiling SpiceJet informed that it hasraised Rs 3,000 crore through Qualified
Institutional Placernent and is set to receive additional Rs 736 crore from a previous funding round. This announcement
triggered a lot of speculation about the changing fortunes of the airline and how it could arrest the emerging duopolyin the
country’s aviation sector. In this edition of DH Deciphers, Abhilash Reddy, delves into the financial baggage SpiceJet is
still carrying and if the fundraise can put it back in the race to capture more of the Indian skies.

What is SpiceJet’s status today
inIndian aviation?

In 2019, SpiceJet was the second
biggest player in the domestic
sector. This status has shrunktoa
market share of 2.3% as of August
this year, which is also a come down
from its position in January this
year when it still had a 5.6% share.
Its loss was Indigo and Air India’s
gain, with them snapping up 2.2%
and 2.5% respectively. With this
pick up Indigo’s market share has
goneupto 62.4% and that of Air

What are the financial woes the airline is still
fighting?

Asof June 30, 2024, the airline’s liabilities to lessors,
vendors, financiers, and other creditors stands at Rs
3,781.4 crore and Rs 290 crore owed to airports. Its
current and non current borrowings stood at Rs 1,152.1
crorein FY24,

Additionally, the airline has Rs 580.33 crore in
contingent liabilities, the payment of which depends
on the outcome of legal cases legal cases filed against
it in various consumer courts and forums, outcome of
disputes related to GST, provident fund dues for inter-
national workers, service tax issues, and show-cause
notices for IGST, customs, and tax deducted at source

Will the fundraise ease the burden?
Going by the preliminary placement
document filed with the BSE, it will
alleviate part of the dues. The company
proposes to take care of statutory dues of
Rs 60L.5 crore in the current fiscal year
(FY), settlement of creditor dues of Rs
750 crore to aircraft and engine lessors,
engineering vendors in FY25 and FY26,
with the proceeds. This apart, Rs 118.9
crore will go to cover employee dues, and
Rs150.3 crore for outstanding liabilities
to airports and related payments, Rs 410
crore for ungrounding and maintenance of

India’s to 14.7%. (TDS) claims.

What could SpiceJet’s operational turnaround do for Indian
skies? What do analysts say?
Many have cheered SpiceJet’s fundraise and the possibility of it flying
big soon as good news for Indian aviation. The fact that Indigo and Air
India are the only two big domestic players is seen as an unhealthy state of
affairs. However, not everybody is convineed that it's a rosy horizon yvet.
“This close to Rs 4,000 crore fund-raise should help clear some of its
dues, but it’s not just about bringing the airline back on track. It's also
about winning back credibility with lessors and leasing companies. Over
the years, SpiceJet has earned the worst reputation with lessors and leas-
ing companies due to defaults and poor maintenance practices. It will take
much more than Rs 4,500 crore to regain the trust of leasing companies
and restore SpiceJet’s operational fleet. It has to be seen whether Spicelet
has the level of credibility for lessors to underwrite 100 aircrafts which it is
aiming to have by FY26,” argued aviation observer, Mark Martin, founder
and chief executive officer of Martin Consultancy.

the existing fleet.

What s SpiceJet's fleet size presently and how does it
plan to expand it?

SpiceJet currently has a total fleet of 58 aircraft, of which 36 are
grounded, primarily due to unpaid dues to aircraft lessors and
lack of maintenance caused by financial constraints. This fleet
size includes 13 Q400 aircraft previously financed by Export
Development Canada (EDC), but now owned by SpiceJet as part
of the settlement to clear its debts of Rs 755 crore with EDC. The
airline plans to unground 28 aircraft to support its future growth
initiatives. Additionally, SpicelJet has entered into a purchase
agreement with Boeing for 155 BY37 MAX aircraft, of which 8
have been delivered, with 147 yet to be delivered. From the funds
raised Rs 370 crore will be deployed for the new fleet induction.
The airline’s chairman and managing director, Ajay Singh, has
reportedly said that he plans to take the fleet size to 100 aircraft by
the end of 2026.
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IRCTC celebrates 2

oth anniversary

with special flight discounts

ndian Railway Catering

and Tourism

Corporation Ltd,
(IRCTC) is celebrating its
25th anniversary!
Incorporated on 27th
September 1999, IRCTC
has grown as the extended
arm of Indian Railways,
managing catering, hospi-
tality, and tourism services.
To commemarate this
milestone, IRCTC is thrilled
to announce an exclusive,
limited-time promational
discount on flights in part-
nership with Indigo air-
lines.
Special 3-Day Offer: To
mark the Silver Jubilee
Week, [RCTC is offering up
to 12% off on Indigo

domestic and international
flights booked through its
platform: This special pro-
mation runs from
September 26-28, for
travel between October 3,
2024 and March 31, 2025.
If you're planning avaca-
tion or a business trip, this
is the perfect time to book
and savel

Key Promotional Details:
Exclusive Discount: Up to
12% off on all Indigo
domestic and intl flights.
Booking Period: 28th
September to 30th
September 2024.

Travel Feriod: 3rd Cctober
2024 to 31st March 2025,
Advance Purchase: 7 days
required.
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Splcejet plans to purchase as many as 45 jets
from the secondary market. MINT

Spicejet toadd 75
jets innext 2 years

(5359 million) last week in an institutional

share sle, plans to add 75 aircraft toits
fleet over the next two vears to fuel the carrier’s
domestic expansion.

The embattled budget airline aims to get 30
of its planes that are currently grounded back
in the skies by the end of 2025 and purchase as
many as 45 jets from the secondary market
using funds raised from the share sale,
managing director Ajay Singh told ET Now on
Wednesday. The carrier also plans to become
debt free by using the proceeds to make
ouistanding statutory payments and pay staff
dues, as well as settle with lessors, he said.

Spicetet’s financial woes mean the airline
has several overdue payments to airports.

It’s also been forced to furlough staff and
withhold mandatory social security
payments, BLOOMBERG

S picedet Lid, which raised 13,000 crore
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IRCTC
celebrates 25"
anniversary with
special flight
discounts

NEW DELHI: Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism
Corporation Ltd (IRCTC)
is celebrating its 25th
anniversary.

Incorporated on Sep-
tember 27, 1999, IRCTC has
grown as the extended arm
of Indian Railways, manag-
ing catering, hospitality, and
tourism services.

To commemorate this
milestone, [RCTC has
announced an exclusive,
limited-time promotional
discount on flights in part-
nership with Indigo airlines.

Special three-Day Offer:
To mark the Silver Jubilee
Week, IRCTC is offering up
to 12 per cent off on Indigo
domestic and international
flights booked through its
platform.

This special promotion
runs from September 26 to
28, 2024, for travel between
October 3, 2024 and March
31, 2025.

For more information
or to book your next flight,
visit air.ircte.co.in or use the
[RCTC Air mobile app. Mp0st
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Spicelet resolves
dispute with ELFC

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: Budgel carrier
Splcedet has successfully re-
solved a long-standing dispute
with Engine Lease Finance
Corporation (ELFC), paving
the way for future growih
“We have reached a mu-
tually beneficial settlement
with ELFC, which enables us
to move forward with a clean
slate,” sald Ajay Singh, Chair
man and Managing Director
of SpiceJet. The terms of the
settlement were not disclosed.
ELFC, which had previous-
Iy claimed $16.7 million, has
agreed to settle for an undis-
closed amount, which is lower

Burving the hatchet

than the initial claim, the Gu-
rugram-based airline said in
a statement. The airline, how-
ever, did not disclose the final
amount that ELFC has settled
for under the pact.

The representatives of
both parties will now formal-
ise the settlement agreement,
to withdraw all ongoling litiga-
tion and end disputes between
them, Spicedet said.

In addition to the dispute

resolution, SpiceJet has raised
3000 crore through a Quali-
fied Institutional Placement
(QIF). The successiul fund-
raising demonstrates strong
investor confidence in the air-
line's ability to navigate indus-
try challenges and capitalize
on the growing demand for air
travel in India.

The funds will be used to
settle past liabilitles, expand
operations, and enhance
Spicedet's Meet and servic-
es, positioning the alrline for
robust future growth. Spice-
Jet has been facing Mnanclal
pressures in recent years, but
the settlement and successiul
fundraising are steps lowards
a more stable inancial footing
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200mm rain in 5 hrs
swamps Mumbai,
results in 4 deaths

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Over a five-hour pe-
riod from 5pm on Wednesday,
parts of Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region received over 200-
mm of rain that resulted in
fourdeaths, widespread water-
logging, severe traffic, Central
Raillway train disruptions,
and flight diversions. Harried
commuters were stuck on roa-
ds and railway stations and in-
side trains for hours. In light
of ared alert till 8.30am Thurs-
day, civic bodies BMC and Mumbai's Western Express
TMC declared holidays for Highway was flooded and choked
schools and colleges. While a  with vehicles on Wednesday
45-year-old womandrowned in

anullah in Andheri East, two  Pyne rain record Of
people died while working ina
stone quarry due to lightning 86 years ShaﬂerEd

in Kalyvan. One womandrown- =

ed near Zenith waterfall. in Iess tha-n 3 ho“rs
IMD upgraded its orange une's Shivajinagar area

alert 1ssued Wednesday after- Wednesday shattered its

noon to red in the evening for  24-hour Sept rainfall record that
Mumbai, Thane and Raigad, hadstoodfor86years.The IMD
indicating a high likelihood stationrecorded131mm rainfall,
of extremely heavy rainfall withthe bulk of it pouringdown
and thunderstorms with ligh-  jnlessthanthree hours, from
tning and gusty winds at iso-  2,30pm to5.30 pm, reports Neha
lated places till 8.30am Thurs-  Madaan. The final 24-hour figur-
day. Thereafter, it has issued s, measured from8.30am
an orange alert for Thursday. Wednesday to 8.30am Thurs-

In the 12 hours ending day,will be released Thursday
8.30pm Wednesday, Colaba ob-  morning, potentially surpassing
servatory recorded 70.4mm  132.3mm,the 1938 record of

rainfall and Santacruz 94.9-  pune’sall-time highrainin Sept.
mm. Suburbs such as Mank-

hurd (276mm rainfall), Ghat- suspended from 9.40pm due to
kopar (259mm) and Powai waterlogging, and trains oper-
(234mm) were the hardest hit. ated only between CSMT-Kur-
Train services on both the laand Vashi-Panvel.
Main and Harbour lines of Meanwhile, 14 flights we-
Central Railway wereseverely rediverted at the city airport
affected too. Western Railway  while seven flights aborted
reported nodisruption.Onthe landingand climbed for a sec-
Mainline, servicesontheslow ondattempt at touchdown.
track were suspended beyond Thane recorded 8Imm of
Vidyavihar due to heavy wa- rainfall in 12 hours starting
terlogging, starting 8.10pm. 8.30am Wednesday inundated
Services on Thane-bound line and affecting peak hour traffic
resumed with speed restric- movement, officials said. A
tions at 9.10pm, while CSMT- few uprooted trees affected ca-
boundlinereopenedat9.40pm. ble internet services in some
Harbourlineserviceswere parts, consumers complained.
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