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New integrated cargo terminal
starts operation at Imphal airport

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, Aug 24: The
much-awaited air cargo serv-
ice by all airlines has started
with the operationalisation of
the newly constructed inte-
grated cargo terminal at the
Imphal international airport
here on Monday, officials said.

“Though only one airline
was operating in this sector
now all the airlines have
started to operate inbound
and outhound cargo servic-
es,” said Airport Director
(Airport Authority of [ndia),
Chipemmi Keishing. Subse-
quently, the cargo volume has
increased.

The operationalisation of
the new integrated cargo
services is expected to
boost trade and commerce
in Manipur. The cargo serv-
ices will be operated by Ra-
hul Roadways.

Sharing a video of the car-
go operations at the integrat-
e cargo terminal on a Face-
book post on Monday, Imphal
airport authority wrote, “All
inbound and cuthound cargo
operations for all airlines are
being efficiently handled
through the cargo building at
Imphal international airport,
ensuring smooth, stream-
lined, and well-coordinated
lpading and unloading of car-

go with effect from August
24, 2026."

With the operationalisation
of the newly constructed in-
tegrated cargo building, the
Imphal airport in Manipur is
expected to become one of
the busiest airports in the
northeastern region after
Guwahati.

The Imphal airport regu-
larly handles more than 16
scheduled arrivals and 16
scheduled departures daily.
Currently, the airport handles
approximately 3000 arriving
and 3000 departing passen-
gers as Imphal is now con-
nected to all major metropol-
itan cities in India.
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TN govt defends Parandur airport

decision, s

'I:It.r Bureau
Chissna

The Industries, Investment
Promoton and Commerce
Deparrment’s Policy Note
for 2026-27, rabled in Tamil
Nado Assembly on Tuesday,
noted thar the government
would |denrlfy altermarive
sares inragmerl.ﬁnl:tmhrln
tional airport near Chennai
in eongultarion with experts.

Feasibllity studies for the
Identified sires will be under-
taken through the Airports
Audwri‘r}'nﬁnd.in{ﬁ_-\.l],fal-
lowing which the State gov-
ernment will take necessary
action based on the recom-
mendations, the policy note
sald.

It also outlined plans w
& d the existing Chennai
amfrtwhl.e the g—amhfuu
new greenfield arport site is
undertaken.

NEW TERMINAL

“AAL has proposed ﬁtahl!ghi
ing a new passenger erminal
ar.'rfmr nufﬂi-\ﬁmn shde of
Chennal  arport. It has
sought the State govern-
ment’s support and neces-
sary clearances for con-
structing an elevared road
connecting the new terminal
with the Natlonal Highway.
The Tamil Nadu government
will provide the necessary

Tamidl Kadu Industries Mingster
5 Keerthana

suppurt u} AAL for imple-
shon,” ac-

mrdl.nit polley note.
Wh mmu.g the policy
note in the Assembly, the
government also defended
s decision 1o abandon the
proposed 27000 crone

greenfeld  airport ar
Parandure, with Industries

Minister & Keerthana assur-
ing the Assernbly that land

izirion for an altermarive
:lpql.uf: would not come at
the cost of agriculmrises’
livelihoods.

Pasticlparing in a debate
on the Parandur alrport pro-
Ject, Keerthana also said the
Srares induscrial land ac-

ulsition  agency SIPCOT
;]mm follow a similar ap-
proach while acquiring land
fior industrial projects.

Defending the declskon o
drop the Parandur project,
the Minlster said the villages

eeks alternative site

in and around Parandur had

a lomg history of rlee cultiva-

thon, with cultivaton

of groumsdmur, puises and
cans.

Keerthana sald the avall-
ability of pood water bodies
enabled cultivation even in

riods of inad & rain-

_ The area also has rwo
camals that maturally divert
water owards the A
river and Chembaram-
bralckam lake.

FLOODING RISK

“Those water flows should
not be obstructed " she said,
warning that disrupting the
drainage nerwork could in-
erease the rigk of Aooding n
Chennal.

Law and Electricioy Minds-
ter CTR MNirmal Kumsr also
defended the government's
decision, and said the previ-
oS government had neither
ohtained environmental
clearance nor undertaken
the required environment
impact assessment for the

T

the 5,846 acres hdent-
fied for the Parandur al
patta land  aceoanted for
3,774 acres, while agricul-
tural land constituted 2,681
acred.

Government land accoun-
ted for 1,972 acres, including
neardy 1,558 acres of water
baoufies, Kumar said.
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Centre lines up 11 airports for private operators

The government plans to lease
11 airports to private operators
in five bundles under the pub-
lic-private-partnership model,
accelerating private participa-
tion in aviation infrastructure.
Five major airports will be
paired with six smaller facil-
ities. Amritsar-Kangra,
Varanasi-Gaya-Kushinagar,
Bhubaneswar-Hubballi, Raipur-
Aurangabad and
Tiruchirappalli-Tirupati form
the proposed clusters. The
Public Private Partnership

Appraisal Committee granted
in-principle approval on
August 4. Conecessions will run
for 50 years, with operators
expected to invest ¥8,622 crore.
Bidding rules will cap the
number of bundles awarded to
one player, limiting market
concentration, excessive lever-
age and potential cross-project
contagion.

The aviation ministry has pro-
posed a one-year joint manage-
ment period with Airports
Authority of India staff

Successful  concessionaires
must retain 60% of AAl
employees for up to three
years. AAl selected the air-
ports after assessing traffic,
commercial potential, capital
requirements, geographical
proximity and financial viabil-
ity. Its board approved five
major and six smaller airports
in May 2022,

The government previously
awarded six AAl airporis
through PPP concessions in
2018-19. —PTI1
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GROUNDED | Need to safeguard agricultural land, residential
habitations, says TN CM; search is on for alternative locations

Vijay scraps 2nd Chennai
airport plan at Parandur

N Chithra
GHENNAI
—

Chennai's wait for a new inter-
national airport will take
longer after Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay
announced on Monday that
the proposed Parandur
greenfield project has been
dropped.

The previous DMK govern-
ment had already initiated
land acquisition for the site,
but Vijay justified the decision
as necessary to safeguard
agricultural land and residen-
tial habitations.

He recalled visiting
Parandur on January 20, 2025,
to hear local concerns
directly.

Making a statement under
Rule 110 in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly, Vijay said technical
studies by  government
departments have identified
alternative locations.

The final site for the new
airport will be selected after a
detailed assessment to ensure
minimal disruption to com-
munities.

While reiterating that
Chennai needs long-term avi-
ation expansion, the Chief
Minister announced immedi-
ate steps to upgrade existing
infrastructure operated by the
Airports Authority of India

(AAI).

'F"

F

Tamil Madu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay speaks during
the state Assembly session, in Chennai on Monday -FTi

———

Big blow to growth: Stalin

Chennai: DMK President MK Stalin on Monday
slammed Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay for abandoning
the Parandur greenfield airport project, calling it an
irreversible setback for Tamil Nadu's growth trajectory.
The opposition DMK on Monday staged a walk out
from the Tamil Nadu Assembly protesting against the
decision. Immediately after the announcement that the
government will give up Chennai’s second airport pro-
ject, DMK member E V Velu objected and demanded
Speaker J C D Prabhakar to allow a discussion on the
subject. However, the Speaker declined saying a
debate cannot be permitted when a CM or a minister
makes a statement in the Assembly.

The existing airport cur-
rently handles about 30 mil-
lion passengers annually. To
prevent severe congestion. a
new Terminal-5 is being
planned to handle 20 million
PASSETZETS Per vear.

The expansion will include

new runway and associated
infrastructure works executed
in coordination with the AAL
Together with Terminal-3's 35-
million capacity, the new ter-
minal will raise the existing
airport's total capacity to 55
million passengers annually.

Free LPG, bus
rides to cost
310,000 cr/yr

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay on Monday
announced two populist
schemes providing three
free LPG cylinders
annually to eligible
households and expan-
ding fare-free bus travel
for women. Together,
the initiatives will cost
the state exchequer
approximately Rs10,000
crore every year.

Chief Minister Vijay out-
lined the Annapoorani
Super Six scheme, which
offers direct bank
account reimbursement
for three LPG cylinders
per year. Covering
families earning up to
Rs2.5 lakh annually, as
well as small farmers
and families of persons
with disabilities, the
Rs4,000 crore initiative
will benefit 1.30 crore
families starting from
the Pongal festival in
January. The second
scheme, Vetri Payanam,
substantially broadens
Tamil Nadu's free transit
scheme for women.
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Govt plans to privatise 11
airports in five bundles

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
planning to privatise 11 airports in
the country by grouping them into
five bundles with the aim of subsi-
dising smaller airports with the
earnings of larger ones to make
them sustainable in the long term.

The five bundled airports are:
Amritsar and Kangra-Gaggal; Var-
anasi, Gaya and Kushinagar;
Bhubaneswar and Hubballi; Rai-
pur and Aurangabad; and Tiruchi-
rappalli and Tirupati, according to
the minutes of an August 4 meet-
ing of the Public Private Partner-
ship Appraisal Committee
{(PPPAC). Central sector Public-Pri-
vate Partmership (PPP) projects
above ¥250 crore have to get an
appraisal from the PPPAC, which
is chaired by the secretary, depart-
ment of economic affairs.

The committee gave an in-prin-
ciple nod to the proposal of the
civil aviation ministry to bundle
the airports and award each
grouping to a single concession-
aire under the PPP model to
develop world-class airport infra-
structure, the document showed.
“The bundling seeks to enhance
the long-term sustainability of
smaller airports through cross-

In 2018-19, the government
privatised six airports.

MINT

subsidisation from the revenues of

larger airports,” the minutes said.

In 2018-19, the government priv-
atised six airports operated by the
Airports Authority of India under
the Public Private Parmership
model. The Adani Group emerged
as the winning bidder for all six
airports - Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Mangaluru, Jaipur, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, and Guwahati.

In response to observations by
the chair, the aviation ministry
said the number of airport bundles
that may be awarded to a single
bidder would be capped to “miti-
gate the risks arising from market
concentration and potental over-
leveraging, including their possi-
ble cascading impact across pro-

jects,” the minutes showed. The
details of the cap are being worked
out and would be submitted as
part of the proposal for a final
PPPAC clearance, the document
said.

In response to another observa-
tion by the department of expendi-
ture, the aviation ministry said
that it was proposed to permit par-
ticipation by bidders with relevant
cross-sectoral infrastructure expe-
rience, not just in the aviation sec-
tor.

For the present round, AAI
adopted a phased and data-driven
approach to identify airports suita-
ble for PPP and bundling, as per
the minutes of the meeting.

“Initially, 12 major airports were
assessed based on passenger traf-
fic, land availability and commer-
cial potential, financial perform-
ance, and airport-specific
strengths and constraints, of
which six were recommended for
leasing. Subsequently, 136 smaller
airports were evaluated for possi-
ble bundling with the major air-
ports, based on parameters includ-
ing traffic potential, capital
expenditure requirements, geo-
graphical proximity, city-side
development potential and finan-
cial viability,” the document stated.

Under the proposed arrange-

ment, it stated, the private conces-
sionaire will be responsible for the
operation, management, and
development of the airports,
including passenger terminals and
city-side infrastructure. The con-
cession period will be 50 years.

AAL however, will continue to
provide air traffic control and
communication. navigation, and
surveillance services. [talso stated
that AAT's wholly owned subsidi-
Services Company Ltd (AAICLAS),
will continue to undertake cargo
operations.

As per the document, the pro-
posal also provides fora one-year
joint management period involv-
ing existing AAl employees, after
which the concessionaire will be
required to retain 60% of AAI
employees for up to three years.

Before seeking the PPPACS final
recommendation, MoCA will con-
duct a market-sounding exercise
with infrastructure players to
assess their response to the pro-
posed bundling arrangement,
according to the document.

AAT will also review feedback
from private operators, which
may result in modifications to the
proposal, it said.

The aviation ministry did not
respond to the development.
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Al flight from Delhi with 164 passengers
landing at Patna airport sutters bird hit

Ruchir Kumar

ruchitkumar@htlive com

PATNA : An Air India flight from
Delhi carrying 164 passengers
suffered a bird hit while landing
at Patna airport on Monday
morning, making it the second
such incident at Jay Prakash
Narayan Airport in a week, offi-
cials said.

The pilot reported a suspected
bird hit near the aircraft’s right
turbine while approaching the
runway, airport officials said,
adding that flight AIl741 landed
safely at 7.43 am, even as the air-
port activated its emergency
landing protocol and deployed
fire and allied services as a pre-
caution.

A detailed inspection after
landing confirmed the bird
strike, but found no damage to
the engine. The aircraft was
cleared for its return flight to
Delhi after mandatory checks.
The return service, AII852, with
160 passengers, was delayed by
79 minutes and took off at
10.09am, against its scheduled
departure time of 8.45am.

RJD national spokesman and
Rajya Sabha MP Manoj Jha, who
was scheduled to travel by the
AlIB52, rescheduled his return to
Delhi by Air India’s afternoon
flight AI2524.

The incident comes amid con-
cerns over increasing bird and
animal activity around the air-
port. During a routine runway
inspection before the start of
flight operations on Sunday, offi-
cials found the remains of a bat
weighing around 1.5 kg on the

runway, people familiar with the
matter said. No flight had
reported a bird hit the previous
evening, they added.

The latest incident comes just
days after an Air India Delhi-
Patna flight Al2645 reported a
bird strike on August 17, ground-
ing the aircraft for two days.
Maintenance engineers were
flown in from Delhi to repair it.
The aircraft was cleared for
operations after inspection and
approval from the Directorate

General of Civil Aviation.

Officials said the risk of bird
activity tends to increase during
the monsoon as grass along the
runway grows rapidly. Grass
cutting can attract birds and
other avian species because of
the insects exposed in the proc-
ess, they added.

The Airports Authority of
India has deploved bird chasers
equipped with firearms and fire-
crackers to keep birds away
from the operational area. How-

ever, officials said the presence
of meat shops in the Phulwaris-
harif area surrounding the air-
port remains a major challenge,
potentially attracting birds and
posing a continuing safety risk.
AAl officials declined to com-
ment on the recent increase in
bird-hit incidents at Patna air-
port. Efforts to contact airport
director Chandra Pratap Dwiv-
edi for a response were unsuc-
cessful as he did not respond to
phone calls or text messages.
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T.N. drops Parandur airport
project; new sites ‘identified

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay on Monday
announced his govern-
ment’s decision to drop the
proposed airport project in
Parandur and identify al-
ternative sites for a second
airport in Chennai.

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Assembly, he
said a new terminal, Termi-
nal 5, would be developed
in the north-western part
of the Chennai airport in
collaboration with the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI), along with an ap-
proach road and a flyover.

The main Opposition
party, the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (DMK),
sought to speak on the is-
sue, but Speaker J.C.D.
Prabhakar said he would
not allow a debate on an
announcement made un-
der Rule 110 of the Assemb-
Iy.

Former Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu
said he was not seeking a

site will be

finalised after studying
the technical feasibility

and consulting the

departments concerned

C. JOSEPH VI1JAY
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

The [alternative]

debate but wanted to clari-
fy. DMK members then
walked out after the Speak-
er stood his ground.

The Chief Minister said
he had consulted experts
on the creation of a new
airport and that a few alter-
native sites had been iden-
tified that would cause mi-
nimal damage to farmland
and human settlements.
“The site will be finalised
after studying the technical
feasibility and consulting
the departments con-
cerned,” he said, recalling
his visit to Parandur in
2025 1o express solidarity
with protesting farmers
and his earlier announce-

ment at Vikravandi oppos-
ing the project.

Mr. Vijay said he was ful-
ly aware of the role of air-
ports in industrial develop-
ment but maintained that
an airport should not be
built at Parandur as it
would affect vast tracts of
farmland and human set-
tlements. He said the
Chennai airport currently
handled 30 million passen-
gers a year. “After the com-
pletion of Terminal 5, the
passenger capacity will in-
crease to 55 million a year.
It will improve the services
and transport facilities un-
til a new airport is complet-
ed,” he said.
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Dropping Parandur airport project an
irreversible setback to T.N., says Stalin

He says the site was carefully selected after evaluating all available alternatives. While the TNCC and CPEM) leaders welcome the move, others,
including Thangam Thennarasu, Nainar Nagenthran, and Annamalai, point out that the decision will adversely impact the State's development

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALTIRUCH]

MK president and
l)furme:r Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin

said on Monday that the
government’s decision to
drop the plan to build an
airport at Parandur near
Chennai amounted to an
irreversible setback to Ta-
mil Nadu's growth.

“It will set the State’s de-
velopment back by several
years, Tamil Nadu's inter-
ests cannot be mortgaged
for petty political consider-
ations. An announcement
of such far-reaching impor-
tance being made under
Rule 110, preventing any
debate or denying the
members an opportunity
to voice their views, is
deeply troubling,” he said
in a post on social media.

Mr. Stalin said Tamil Na-
du was a leader in the
COUNITY  ACTOss  sectors,
from electronics exports to
automobiles, and a world-
class airport in its capital
was not merely desirable
bur essential, “Rejecting
such a vital project is not
change. It is a massive dis-
appointment,” he said,

The former Chief Minis-
ter said the site was care-
fully selected after all avail-
able alternatives were
evaluated, and the land ac-
quisition process, along
with several stages of prep-
aratory work and permis-
sions, had been complet-

Strong protest: DMK MLAs addressing the media after walking out of the Assembly on Monday. k. gacu

ed. “We had drawn up
plans to ensure that con-
struction could begin at a
rapid pace once we re-
turned to office. If the new
government now starts all
over again, identifies
another location, and goes
through the entire process
before work can even be-
gin, Tamil Nadu's growth
trajectory itsell will drop,”
he said.

Mr. Stalin said that un-
der the (erstwhile) "Dravi-
dian Model" government,
Tamil Nadu had become
the first port of call for in-
vestors, “This decision
threatens to push the State
to the bottom of the table,
The Chief Minister's [C. Jo-
seph Vijay's] announce-
ment is nothing short of a
jackpot  for competing
States,” he said. “Without
industrial growth, eco-
nomic targets of §1 trillion
or §1.5 trillion are impossi-

ble to achieve. Taken with-
out foresight, planning, or
consultation, this decision
by the TVE government is
a devastating blow tw the
employment dreams of Ta-
mil Nadu's youth,” he
added,

Former Finance and In-
dustries Minister Thangam
Thennarasu of the DMK
said Parandur was the ap-
propriate location for a
greenfield airport. He said
the TVEled povernment
had dropped the project
only for political reasons.
“If a scheme is dropped for
political reasons, it will af-
fect our economy,” he said,
after DMK  members
walked out of the House
over Speaker .C.D. Prabha-
kar’s refusal to allow them
to speak on the issue, Mr.
Prabhakar said no discus-
sion could be permitted af-
ter an Announcement was
made under Rule 110.

Mr. Thennarasu said the
DMK government had pro-
posed o acquire 5,740
acres for the airport and
had already acquired 90%
of the land. *Under the
land acquisition rules, the
land could not be used for
any purpose other than
the original project. What
will you do with the land?”
he asked. “The decision
will affect industrial invest-
ment,” he said.

Congress hacks decision
Tamil Nadu Congress Com-
mittee (TNCC) president B.
Manickam Tagore wel-
comed Parandur Alrport
project's cancellation and
said the Congress stood for
genuine consent and inde-
pendent assessment of so-
cial impact before acquisi-
tion of land for major
infrastructure projects. In
a statement, he said the
party supported the can-

cellation based squarely on
the facts and the povern-
ment's own records. “The
government's own study
saw this coming — in 2022,"
the TNCC president said.

CPI(M) welcomes move
Speaking to journalists at
Mayiladuthurai, — CPI(M)
State secretary . Shanmu
gam welcomed the govern
ment’s decision w drop the
Parandur airport project.
He said the project would
have destroyed 13 lakes
and over 3,000 acres of
wetlands in that area. Peo-
ple and farmers of Paran-
dur had been consistently
staging protests against the
airport project. “The CPI
(M) welcomes the scrap-
ping of the project and the
announcement that an al-
ternative site would be
chosen for the new airport.
The views of the general
public of the area con-
cermned should be ascer-
tained while selecting the
alternative site,” he said,
adding that lands acquired
for the proposed airport
project should be handed
over to the farmers.

“Politically motivated’
In a social media post, BIP
State unit president Nainar
Nagenthran charged that
Mr. Vijay had put the
State’s development at risk
for political reasons.

He questioned why the
government had decided
to abandon the Parandur

project without first select-
ing an alternative location
or approaching the Centre
with a proposal for a new
site, Starting the process of
selecting a new airport site
afresh would result in a
waste of time, money, and
resources, he said.

He also guestioned the
fate of around 1,700 acres
of land that, according to
him, had already been ac-
guired for the Parandur
airport project. He sought
clarity on how the govern-
ment proposed to use the
acquired land and what its
response would be to lan-
downers who had surren-
dered their land after re-
ceiving compensation.

We The Leaders foun-
der K. Annamalai said the
Parandur airport project's
cancellation came with “an
opportunity cost thae the
State government needs to
consider carefully”. He
said it would have helped
had Mr. Vijay proposed a
new site, "Even if the State
government chose to move
forward with a second air-
port at a different location
soon, finding a site, taking
approval from the Central
government and statutory
bodies, issuing tenders, ac-
quiring land, and securing
licences could take at least
10 vears before the airport
becomes operational.
Meanwhile, other States
would be advancing, leav-
ing us behind,” he said in a
social media post.
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Govt plans to award 11 airports in 5
bundles to pvt players under PPP model

Rs 8,622 crore investment expected

MPOST BUREAU
New Delhi, August 24

The government is pre-
paring to hand over the
operation of 11 Airports
Aunthority of India (AAID)
airports to private oper-
ators under the public-
private partnership (PPP)
model, with the facilities

grouped into five bun-
dles. Each bundle will be
awarded to a single con-
cessionaire for a 50-year
concession period.

The Civil Aviation Min-
istry’s proposal received
in-principle approval from
the Public Private Partner-
ship Appraisal Committee
(PPPAC) at its meeting on

August 4, according to the
minutes of the meeting.
The committee is chaired
by Economic Affairs Sec-
retary Anuradha Thakur.
The proposed bundles
pair five major airports
with six smaller ones.
Amritsar will be grouped
with Kangra-Gaggal, while
Varanasi will CONTINUED ON P&

Govtplans

be combined with Gaya and
Kushinagar. Bhubaneswar and
Hubballi will form another bun-
dle, with Raipur and Aurang-
abad making up the fourth.
Tiruchirappalli and Tirupati will
constitute the fifth group.

The total investment
expected from the private con-
cessionaires is estimated at Rs
8,622 crore. To limit market con-
centration and the risks of exces-
sive borrowing by operators, the
number of bundles that can be
awarded to a single bidder will
be capped, the document said.

The ministry has also pro-
posed measures to support
the transition of existing AAL
employees. Once the airports
are awarded, there will be a one-
year joint management period
imvolving the current workforce.
The private operator will then
be required to retain 60 per cent
of AAl employees for up to three
yedrs.

“The previous round of trans-
action provided for I-year joint
management period and 2-year
deemed deputation period,” the
document said, adding that such
arrangements had been accept-
able to AAI empl s

The airports were selected
through a phased assessment
by AAL Initially, 12 major air-
ports were examined on pas-
senger traffic, land availablity,
commercial potential, financial
performance and airport-spe-
cific factors, with six shortlisted
for leasing.

AAL subsequently assessed
136 smaller airports for possi-
ble combinations, considering
traffic potential, capital expen-
diture, geographical proximity,
city-side development poten-
tial and financial viability. After
evaluating different combina-
tions, the AAl Board approved
the proposal for five major and
six smaller airports at its May 23,
2022 meeting.

The government had earfier
awarded six AAl airports under
the PPP model in 2018-19.
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TN CM Vijay shelves Parandur alrport project,explores alternative sites

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chennai, 24 August

Inline with his assurance that
he would stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with the people
and farmers, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Vijay on Monday
announced his government's
decision toshelve the Parandur
greenfield airport project,
saying new sites are being
explored for a new airport
and that the present Chennai
airport would have 5th terminal
to handle more passengers.
The Parandur airport was
proposed by the previous
DMK regime and it had triggered
prolonged protests by locals
and farmers and Vijay also
visited them in 2024 and
expressed his solidarity with
the protestors.
Making a Statement Under
Rule 110 in the State Assembly,
he agreed on the need for a
second airport for Chennai
and said new sites with minimal
impact on farmland and
residential localities are being

considered for the proposed
airport.

He said a second airport
was necessary (o meet the
expansion and growing
requirements of the Chennai
metropolitan region, support
industrial development,
burpeoning increase in passenger
traffic and to further augment
cargo transportation. The
location of the proposed airport
should bechosen in amanner
that causes minimal disruption
toagriculiural lind and residential
settlements.

The location would soon
be finalised and expert teams
would carry out feasibility
study, he said, while accusing
the previous DMK regime of
finalising Parandur site affecting
agriculture besides relocation
of large number of people.

Recalling his visit o
Eganapuram and other villages
in January 2025 during the
protest by the locals against
the proposed Parandur airport,
the CM said he stand firmly
with the people opposing the

>

airportat Parandur and covering
12 surrounding villages.

The CM described farmers
as thebackbone of the country
and said he supported their
efforts to protect agricultural
land and livelihoods.

Wigay also said he had opposed
the Parandur airport project
athis party’s first state conference
atVikravandi in October 2024
While backing industrial
development and acknowledging

- k‘!!gh

the roleof airports in supporting
economicgrowth, he maintained
that Parandur was not an
appropriate location for the
proposed [acility.

He said detailed consultations
were held with senior
government officials, domain
experts and academicians
beforearriving at the decision.
“As promised, the stepsinitiated
to establish the new airport
in Parandur will be abandoned

by this government,”
added.

Reiterating his government's
firm stand of not allowing the
airportat Parandur, Vijay also
announced expansion of the
Chennai  airport at
Meenambakkam inassociation
with the Airports Authority
of India (AAI).

As part of expansion, the
5th terminal would be
constnicted onthe northrwestem
side with thecapacity to handle
additional 20 million pssengers
per annum. It willalsoinclude
road and flyover infrastructure
toimprove connectivity tothe
airport.

Pointing out that the airport
at present was handling 30
million passengers a vear,
which would goup to 35 million
once the under construction
third terminal becomes
operational, the Chief Minister
said the 5th terminal would
further augment the capacity
of the airport taking the total
handling capacity to55 million
passengers.

Vijay
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Vijay axes Parandur airport project, DMK cries ‘devastating blow’

Chennai: Tamil Nadu chief
minister C. Joseph Vijay on
Monday announced that
the Parandur greenfleld air-
port project here, which had
been conceived by the previ-
ous DME government and for
which land had been acquired,
would be abandoned and an al-
ternative site identified.

The decision elicited a
stinging reaction from the
DME, with party chief M.E.
Stalin saying Tamil Nadu's in-
terests cannot be “mortgaged
for petty political considera-
tlons™,

In the Assembly, Vijay
sald the TVE government
stood flrmly with the people
and would not allow an air-
port to disrupt the local com-
munities. Nearly 55 per cent of
the land chosen for the project
comprised cructal waterbod-
ies and wetlands, making run-
way operations highly unsafe
and risking severe flooding in
the area, he alleged.

Noting that his administra-

tion was not against develop-
ment, the chief minister said
the government would actively
pursue an alternative location
for Chennai's second alrport.
The new site will be selected
through expert technical feasi-
bility studies and will come up
where there is no public oppo-
sition, he added.

Vijay sald the state
planned to establish a fifih
terminal on the north-western
slde of Chennai Internation-
al Alrport, Meenambakkam,
to augment its annual pas-
senger handling capacity by
20 million. Once the ongoing
work at the third terminal is
completed, the airport will
handle 35 million passengers
Per vear.

“The passenger handling
capacity will increase by 55
million through these two ter-
minals,” he said.

The Parandwr- airport had
originally been planned on
a massive scale to serve as a
secondary airport for Chennal

and 1ts expanding neighbour-
hood, and was Initlated by the
previous DME regime in 2022,
This mega-project, spanning
5,700 acres across 13 villages in
neighbouring Kanchespuram
district, was to cost F27,400
CIore.

Local farmers, landowners
and villagers primarily led
by residents of Ekanapuram
stagaed a massive protest in
which environmental advo-
cacy groups too joined. They
clalmed that about 2,500 vil-
lagers and farmers would be
displaced, affecting their live-
lthood.

Further, technical assess-
ments by the Alrports Author-
ity of India revealed that 200
t0 900 acres of the earmarked
land consisted of vital wet-
lands and waterbodies, mak-
ing it physically unsultable for
runway construction.

The 1,100-day protest of-
ficially ended on August 24,
2026. Anticipating a policy
shift, the Ekanapuram village

C Joseph Vijay.
((tamilnaduassembly/YT via PTT)

panchayat had passed a reso-
lution on Independence Day
to thank the TVK government
for keeping 1ts poll promise to
abandon the site in theinterest
of farmers, a source said. On
Monday, Ekanapuram resi-
dents welcomed the decision
and thanked Vijay.

During his first official visit
to Ekanapuram on January
20, 2025, TVE president Vijay
had assured the protesting
farmers that he would stand

ME Stalin.
File picture

firmly with them and ensure
thelr fertile agricultural land
and houses were not destroyed
for the alrport project.

Recalling his visit to EKa-
napuram, Vijay said on Mon-
day: “I stand firmly with the
people. The steps taken to es-
tablish a new alrport at Paran-
dur will be abandoned by this
gOVEITINEent.”

Later, former chief minis-
ter Stalin issued a statement
calling the decision a “mas-

sive disappointment” and one
that would cause an Irrevers-
ible setback to Tamil Nadu's
growth.

“The announcement made
today by the Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu to
drop the Parandur Interna-
tlonal Alrport project will set
the state’s development back
by several years, Tamil Nadu's
interests cannot be mortgaged
for petty political considera-
tlons,” the DME chief sald.

The decision is a devas-
tating blow to the employ-
ment dreams of Tamil Nadu's
youth, he added.

Stalin pointed out that Vi-
jay’s announcement was made
under Rule 1101n the Assem-
bly, which disallows any dis-
cussion. The DMK president
said “shutting out” the oppor-
tunity for a debate was deeply
troubling.

Tamil Nadu leads the
COUNtry across sectors, from
electronics exports to auto-
mobiles, and a world-class air-

portin its capital is not merely
desirable, but absolutely es-
sential, Stalin said.

“Rejecting such a vital
project is not change. Itisa
massive disappoiniment. The
site was carefully selected
after evaluating all available
alternatives, and the land ac-
quisition process has been
almost completed. With sev-
eral stages of preparatory
work and approvals already
completed, we had drawn
up plans to ensure that con-
struction could begin at a
rapid pace once we returned
to office,” Stalin said in the
statement.

If the new government
now starts all over again,
identifies another location
and goes through the entire
process hefore work can even
begin, “Tamil Madu's growth
trajectory itself will drop”, he
added.

Under the Dravidian model
government, Tamil Nadu be-
came the first port of call for

investors, Stalin said. “This
decision threatens to push
the state to the bottom of the
table. The Chief Minister's an-
nouncement is nothing short
of a jackpot for competing
States,” the statement added.

Without industrial growth,
targets of a $1-trillion or
$1.5-trilllon economy would
be impossible to achieve, Sta-
1 said.

Leader of Opposition Ud-
hyanidhi Stalin, M.K. Sta-
lin's son, pointed out that the
project had been approved
by the Airports Authority of
India and the Union civil avia-
tion ministry.

The DMK government
invested huge sums towards
providing three times com-
pensation to landowners and
resettlement, Udhvanidhi sald
in a post on X, adding: “After
all this, If the project 1s belng
dropped for petty political rea-
sons, 1t will Iead to blg finan-
cialloss to the government.”

FT1
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TN scraps Parandur airport, TN airport issue: DMK
to look for alternative site

@timesofindia.com

Chennal: Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay on Monday an-
nounced that the proposed
greenfield airport at Paran-
dur near Chennai was being
scrapped. He said alternati-
ve sites have been identified
for the city's second airport,
while the existing one at Me-
enambakkam would be ex-
panded by adding a new ter-
minal. Environmentalists
and TVK allies welcomed the
cancellation of Parandur
project, but opposition parti-
es flayed Vijay alleging the
decision would arrest Tamil
Nadu's economic growth.
“As 1 promised the people
of the villages (in the site
Identified for the airport),

CM Joseph Vijay adduessesm
Assembly in Chennai Monday

this govt has dropped the
plan to construct a new air-
port in Parandus,” Vijay told
the assembly amid desk
thumping by TVE members.
Vijay said infrastructure ex-
pansion should not come at
the costof agriculture or dis-
placement of residents.

The swanky airport plan-
ned at an outlay of 327,000 cr
on 5746 acres of land, to

handle 10 crore passengers a
year, in Parandur faced cont-
roversy after residents of
Ekanapuram and adjoining
villages opposed land acqui-
sition for the project. Vijay
who visited Parandur in Jan
25 last vear said he was aga-
inst the project and would
stand with the villapers.

“l am aware of the need
for industrial growth and
the role of airports in the
growth. I fully support deve-
lopment. But the site selec-
ted for setting up the newalir-
port should not affect far-
mers. The site should avoid
large-scale displacement of
people,” Vijay sald. He said
alternative sites have been
identified for the airport.

pExpand airport, P&

MIAs walk out of House

» Continued from page 1

those sites would be as-

_ sessed by the depart-
ments concerned before a loca-
tion was finalised, he said.

Meanwhile, the oVt
planned to expand the existing
airport at Meenambakkam in
coordination with Alrports Au-
thority of India, he said.

Vijay said the ongoing Ter-
minal 3 project would raise the
airport’s annual capacity to 3.5
crore passengers. With Termi-
nal 5, the total capacity would
rise to 5.5 crore passengers a
vear These measures, Vijay
gaid, would meet passenger
traffic requirements until a
new alrport is constructed.

DMK MLAs walked out of
the assembly protesting denial
of a discussion over the issue.
Former chief minister M K
Stalin said development pro-
Jects should not be shelved for
‘petty politics” while former fi-
nance minister Thangam
Thennarasu sald the decision
would result in Tamil Nadulos-
ing pround to neighbouring

"l_’echu.ical feasibility of

Free bus travel for
women, transgenders

hief minister C Joseph Vijay

on Monday announced two
welfare measures aimed at
easing household and mobility
costs — three free LPG cylinders
ayear for more than 1.3 crore
families and expansion of
fareless bus travel for all women
and transgender persons across
Tamil Nadu. The schemes carrya
combined annual cost of around
Rs 10,000 crore per year. T

states ineconomic growth.
Thennarasu said neigh-
bouring states were expanding
thelr airport infrastructure. He
cited Andhra Pradesh’s efforts
to develop an airport at KEup-
pam and Karnataka’s plans for
asecond airportat Bengaluru.
Hesald Chennaiairporthad
slipped from third to fifth place
while Bengaluru airport had
moved up to third, handling
around 4.5 crore passengers an-
nually and strengthening con-
nectivity with Europe.
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Parandur airport scrapped,
TN to look for alternative site

CM Vijay Says
Meenambakkam
Airport Would
Be Expanded

@timesofindia.com
Chennai: Chief Minister CJo-
seph Vijay on Monday anno-
unced that the proposed green-
field airport at Paranduor near
Chennai was being scrapped.
He said alternative sites have
been identified for the city's se-
cond airport, while the exis-
ting one at Mechambakkam
would beoxpanded by addinga
new terminal.

» Parandur out, what
now? P4

Ervironmentalists  and
TVK allies welcomed the can-
cellation of Parandur project
Opposition parties flayed Vi-
jay alleging the decision wo-
uldarrest Tamil Nadu's econo-
micgrowth.

MAKING A PDINT: Chief minis-
ter C Joseph Vijay addresses the
assembly in Chennal on Monday

“As 1 promised the people
of the villages (in the site iden-
tified for the airport), this govt
has dropped the plan to const-
roct a new airport in Paran-
dur” Vijay told the assembly
amid desk thumping by TVE
members. Vijay said infrast-
ruchore expansion should not
corme at the cost of agriculture
or displacemont of residents.

The airport planmed at an
outlay of T27,000crore on 5,746
acresof land tohandle Wcrore

Free bus travel
for women

hiefminister C loscph Vijay

onMonday announced two
weifare measures aimed at
easing household and mobility
costs—three free LPG cylinders
a year for more than L3 crone
families and expansion of
fareless bus travel for all women
and transgender persons across
Tamil Naduw. The schemes carrya
combined annual cost of around
710,000 crore peryear. PS5

passen@ors a year courted
controversy after residents of
Ekanapiuram and adjoining
villages opposed land acquisi-
tion for the project. Vijay who
visited Parandur in Jan 25 Last
year sadd he was against the
project and would stand with
the villagers.

“Tam awareof the need for
industrial growth and the role
of airports in the growth. I fial-
ly support development. But

the site selected for setting up
the new airport shonld not af-
fect farmers. The site should
avold larpescale  displace-
moent of people,” Vijaysaid He
said alterhative sites have be-
en identified for the airport
Technical feasibility of those
sites would be assessed by the
departments concerned befo-
re the location is finalised, he
said.

Meanwhile, the govt plans
to expand the existing airport
at Meenammbakkam in coordi-
nation with Airports Authori-
ty of India, he said. The expan-
sion inclodes anew terminal 5
in the northwestern section of
the airport, with capacity to
handle anadditional twocrore
passengersanmully anaccess
road and flyover:

Vijay said the ongoing Ter-
minal i project would raise the
airport'sannnal capacity tod 5
crore passongors. With Termi-
nial 5, the total capacity would
rise to 5.5 Cron passengers a
yoar

kWhere's roadmap? P 4

‘Where’s roadmap
to get to $L5 trillion?’

rFOMP1

said, would meet pas-

senger traffic require-
ments until a new airport is
constructed.

DME MLAs walked out
of the assembly, protesting
denial of a discussion over
the issne. Former chief min-
ister M K Stalin said devel-
opment projects should not
bo sholved for ‘petty poli-
fics’, while former finance
minister Thangam Thenna-
rasusaid the decision would
result in Tamil Nadu losing
ground to neighbouring
states ineconomic prowth.

Thennarasn said neigh-

-'—l—fhrsu measures, Vijay

bouring states were expand-
ing their airport infrastruc-
tore. He cited Andhra Pra-
desh's efforts to develop an
airport at Kuppam and Kar-
nataka’s plans for a second
airport at Bengaho

He also guestioned the
govt's roadmap for achiev-
ing its $1.5 trillion cconomy
target. “What is their road-
map to achieve the target,”
the former minister asked,
pointing out that Chennai
airport had slipped from
third to fifth place while
Bengalira  airport  had
moved up to third, handling
around 4.5 Crore passengers
annmally and strengthening
connectivity with Europe.
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When And How Will Govt Return Acquired Land? What Happens To The
Airport-Driven Housing Projects, Industries Investments Planned Here?

PARANDUR OUT, WHAT NOW?

Govt plans to expand Chennai airport e e e —— " m!::::t::anmmmlr:m

by butlding a satelite terminal and a o e an TTHHTW o™y [[” T = T Tl Several proposals were examined
direct road access from the e P over the years, Including a site

Tambaram-Maduravoyal Bypass Road = = == S v near Sriperumbudur

Tambaram- - SATELLITE @

Brpemcicad  TERMINAL W e .

TIMELINE
OF SATELLITE
TERMINAL
DEVELOPMENTS
AT CHENNAI
AIRPORT

2017-2018

(nitial proposal
submitted by Al for a
satellite terminal

Plan inciuded a tunnel
to connect the satellite
terminal to the main
terminal

Project was put an
hold due to logistical
and land acquisition
challenges

Feb 2023

AAl revived the
proposal, seeking 97
acres tor the satellite
terminal and 60 acres
tor a connecting road
trom Tambaram-
Maduravoyal Bypass
Road. The plan was to
give a direct access to
tacilitate cargo and
International tlight
operations

June 2024

AAI revised the proposal
suggesting an elevated
comidor from NH 32 to
the satellite terminal
This mowe reduced land
acquisition to just 2
acres, A consultant was
appointed to prepare
the detalled project
report (DPR)

@timesofindia.com

he govt's decision to
drop the Parandur
greenfield airport pro-
ject has raised several
guestions, and topping
ithem is the status of the acquired
land parcels. A lot of housing pro-
jects and investments, initiated at
the prospects of a new airport
coming up there, are in a quan-
dary And the question of the next
location remains unanswered.

Land in freeze mode

The govi has frozen sale, lease and
mortgage of land in and around
13 villages around Parandur
Kancheepuram disirict officials
told TOI that they were yet to re-
ceive any communication with-
drawing the freeze. Confederation
of Real Estate Developers' Asso-
ciations of India (Credai) said the
pasitive cutcome of the announce-
ment is that the uncertainty over
ihe project has finally been lifted.
“With Parandur ofl the table now,
Credai Chennai urges the govi to
fast-track the selection and finali-
zation of an alternative site with-
out delay,” it said.

Fate of acquired land

The greenfield airport was
planned on 4,700 acres. The pre-

vious govi acguired 1,500
acres of land at 735lakh to
260 lakh per acre of agricultural
land. Apart from the compensa-
tion for the structural value of
houses, people were given alter-
native housing site of 5 cents {o
10 cents with a 400sqft house.
Tamil Nadu Indusirial De-
velopment Corporation Limited
{Tidco), the nodal apency for the
greenficld airport, is yet decide
what to do with the acquired land.
While proiesting villagers said
they were okay with indusirial
projecis in the acquired land as
long as they do not impact envi-
ronmental balance, experts point
oul putting the land to use {or
purpose other than what it was
acquired for may trigeer litiga-
tion. Tidco chairman and manag-
ing director I} Karthikeyan was
not available for his comment.

Where will the new
airport come?

Chiefl minister C .Joseph Vijay
said an expert team would find
an alternative site ‘soon’. But
finding a 5,000-acre land parcel
free of agriculture, water bodies,
indusiries and residential pock-
eis is not easy Officials point
out that the land acquisition in
Manellore in Tiruvallur district
is underway for a Sipcot project
and it could be the closest option
to consider for the airport.

An ofMcer said there too the
govi is facing backlash over en-
vironmeni impact. “The besi
possible option is to look for a
site beyond Chennai and sur-
rounding districts. The new air-
port being away from the city is
good, as a new satellite city can
be built around it. We have {o
get site clearance first and then

NOVEMBER
Gowt ACOUIres
around 1,100
e dCTES ACI0ss
i\ 17 viliages
i and disbursed
! about 2680
! crore in
: COmpEnsation
1
1 Amound L075
; sale deeds are
Land § Tidzo
acquisition |
Ci0s5Es : prepares the
L1500
acres | U,
MARCH @ and
| Emvironmental
i
2026 ® M
LY )

the in-principle approval to go
ahead,” he said.

Expansion of Chennai
airport

The chiel minister's announcement
o expand the existing Chennai air-
port by building a satellite terminal
has struck the chord with all stake-
holders. Aviation experi Caplain
Mohan Ranganthan says Chennai
airport can be developed betier with
an expert planning team.

“We have the best city-side
connectivity o the airpori. We
just need to improve the terminal
design and clear confusions for
the passenpers. The second run-
way can be put to better use by
rectifying some design Naws,” he
said. Ranganathan welcomed the
saiellite terminal plan as it can

T N I S S

AIADME govt informs Centre
that it has identified four

I

I

potential sites for a greenfield

airport — Parandur, Pannur, |

Padalam and Thiruporur :
2022 @

o e i
- W rm-lu::; )
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reduce congestion on GST Road.
“For the second airport, the arpa
between Muttukaduo and Marak-
kanam will be ideal as runway
orieniation can be planned better,
and soil conditions are suitable
for runways,” he said.
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Mumbai airport asks airlines to shift 30%
of international flights to Navi Mumbai

—
Aneesh Phadnis
b B

The Adani Group-run Mum-
bl Internationa] Airport Lid
(MLAL) has asked alrlines to
shift over 30 per cent of in-
ternagions] flights from ter-
minad 2 w Novi Mumbal
from October.

TALKS BEGIN

The rator has in-
formed the Ciwil Aviaton
Ministry and inkiated dis-
cussions with airlines re-
arding the proy 1.

' .'.-!J.;’u.l:.l-“g TBE pr:::clxed par-

tial shifting of Internarional
operations 1o Navi Mumbal
s it wants to redevelop ter-
minal 1 in phases from Janu-
ary 2027, In the first phase,
theal o tor has pro
mﬂmﬁwmﬂwm of the
narth section of terminal 1B
that caters o around 5 mil-
Thon ers annually.
lﬁaﬁm thar, it wants
o move 30 per cent of flights
from T1 to T2 and 30 per
cent of intermtional fights
from T2 o Navi Mombal

T1 DOPERATIONS
At present IndiGo, Spheelor,
Allsnce Alrand Star Abr have

& hle picture of Kavi Mumbai
International Alrpart &

operations ar T1. Akasa Air
moved its domestic fiights 1o
T2 I August as a part of op-

erationil realignment, sabd
MIAL. Ina letrer to the Min-
lsrry last week, MIAL sabd it

agked airlines to co-or-
dinate with the MNavi Mumbal

alrport regarding the trans-
Irion

“MIAL shall continoe o
i : plosely with airlines,
:::]ts.:ﬂtmumbmi abrpart, gov-
ernment authorities, regu-
latory agencies and other rel-
evant  stakeholders m
facilitate seamlegs imple-
mentstion of the transidon
plan, maintain contnuity of
airline operations and min-
imise passenger incomvend-
ence,” It sabd.
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Focus on regulation

Caps on contracts are only a partial solution for dealing
with oligopoly in India’s airports

Winds of change seem 1o be biow|ng from the Undon
fiance midnksrry. Thesewafts are apparetly abmed at
enforcing the much-nesded corrective measures o
ensure competition and fadr play in India’s civil avi-
arion sector. Acconding to a eport in this newspape,
the finance ministry representutive, present ar &n
[rter-minssterial mesting deliberaring on theaward of
coniracts to private sector players for developing as
many &5 11 alrpors, ribsed concerns oves the “aligop-
olistie namre of the aviaton sector”, The represe-
raive specifically saked what steps were belng taken
by the Minisry of Civil Aviation o prevent the possi-
bility of & handful of players comerng the alrpors
beingsuctioned snd minimise the rsks of concentrs-
thor and over-leversging

Thesa were legltl mate concerns. It s r
akn reasaring o learn that ksues arlsing
owm af the oligopollste nature of the
country s civil aviation sector wiould get
discussed and debared aran imer-mings-
terind meeting of the Public Private Parn-
nership Appraisal Commites (PRPACL

-
¥
F

Indeed, the representative of the minisrry RAISINA HILL concem among experts, and many
of civilsviaton arthe mesting outlined an political leaders questioned the wisdom
action plean o address suchconcerns The & K BHATTACHARYA o the dacision Erom resu banory and com-

Adrports of the GME Group, which operates Delhi,
Hyderabad and Goa alrports, pmong a few others,
handling 37 per cent of passetsgers.

Anticlpating that the ertry of private-sactor alrpart
opefators will require independent regulation, the
Eoverrumet in 2008 got Parllament o pass a new law
— the Alrpors Economic Regulatory Authority of
India [ AERAT) Act. s brief was quite larpe. All abrports
whise annual passengsr traffic was morethan 1 5mil-
lion come wnder the regulation of the newly created
body. In about a decade after this legislarion, AERAT
was regulating ss many a8 3300l of the 1oz abeposts that
were operaing stthsrtime These 33 alrpoms inchsded
sllche major airpons inthe country including those in
the major merropalitan cithes.

Two developmems took place in
2009 In Fabruary thaet yeast, the govern-
ment decided ty privatise sky major alr-
pors: Lucknow, Alimedabad, Taipur,
Mangnlum, Thisuvananthaporm and
Guwahatl, Thene was a comperizive bid-
ding process, but the oatoome caused

number of alrposTs tht may be
toa single biddes would be capped in acoordanc: with
thi normis i be fnalised, even though owas mmedd-
aredy unciear at what level the cap would be enforced.

Of cotrse, the bloges concerm here s how the aviation
sector has boen allowad to become 8 playground for a
cougle of privare-sectorentities inthe country'salrpons
nsiness, Bur the fact is thar those |egitinme concems
expressed by the finsnce minlsry represemstive would
ot b ressed juest by Imposbg s capomn the new sue-
cesaful bidders for alrpors. Thene lsamore fundamentsl
prublam thar aifliers thie regulatory sructune of the elvil
aviation sector that has over the las few devados given
rise [0 the prevailing oligopodiste e,

In the airports sector, there e three lame pleyes
— the state-ovwmed Alrpors Authorty of India (AAT),
which manages 129 alrparts handling less than half of
the country*stotal sir pessengers; Adanl Alrport Hobd-
Lngs, led by Gautam Adani, which operates eight abr-
prors { inchudingtwo in Mumbal) handiing sbour s per
cent of Trndia's alr passengers: and G M Rao-led GMR

petition perspectives. That was becausa
the biiks for all the alrposts were wion by the Adanl
Group, which meant it would nuin them for 50 years.
AFRAT ket guier and allowwed the process to be com-
pleted Berween October 2020and Movember 200, the
Adani Group ook over these i slrpos.

The second development was a legisdarive changs
inthe AFRAL Actof 2008 which effectively reduced the
regulator's mle pnd powsar. Onan apparently specious
grouingd — thar AFR ATs burden of regulatiomahold be
reduced — Pariament approved ansmendmentiothe
AFRAT ACT 1o rsndate that twould regulste only those
alrparts whose annual pessenger raffic was over 3.5
million and which were scquired by operators an the
basisof tariff-tesed biddlng or pre-detemminaed it

This was problenaric. n one stroke, the scope of
AFRAT's regulathon fell from regulating 13 alrports to
Just 16 alrports. In the process, & couple of the alrpos,
wihilch had pust bean privatised. wentout af the porview
of AERAL The povernment, however, defendad irs
move in Parlbamert. It argued thar the annuasl passen-

gertratfic inmoss Indban abmpors had Incressed signify-
cantly In the previous decade slnce AFRAL became a
stannoey regulator for atrports. At the tme ol enacting
the lsw in 2008, the crterion of 1.5 million annus] pes-
SENZers Wis et T ensine that AFRAT regulared all bur
L3 per cent of 1otal alr pessengess in the country. With
therapid growth n pessen gem, the enhanced exfterion
of 15 million passengers implled that only abot 1.3 per
centofthetofal passengess foll oumside ARRAL's reguls-
tion. Hence, there was no dilurion in the power of te
regulator, the govemment angued,

However, the givesway come from the amend-
ment's Statement of Objects and Ressons, which
showed how the governmeant was trestlng its srar-
oy created regulator, It srated: “Exponential growih
of the Section has sdded rremendouns pressure 1o the
Authordty an the one hand and various privats oper-
ators are entering the Sector ln the foem of Public Pri-
vate Parmership on the other hand. which requires
requlatory ceralnmy keeping in view long gestation of
the Sector. To overcome this complesdry, i s felr that

1 toed iy alrports come under the purview of the
Authority, it will bediffseulron the pan af the Author-
Inyio efficlently determines the triffs and monims the
service standards of major alrports with the Umited
resournees avallsble with the authoring

Inutherwords, the povernment did not belleve thar
Irwas necessaryiosrengien the manpower sl fegn-
latory capacity of AERAI 1o help it to undemake s
increased reqponslbilities and supervise the alrporns
sevtor. Instead, it was comioriable with the Alrports
Aurhoriny of Tidia, asiare-oamed enterprise, exerciing
contrl overthose al ipots. An amofthe povemment,
marate-owned enterprise, was given more responsibil-
iriesand power, while o stanory body crested o regu-
Late & sectos was baft 1o deal with fewer alrpors.

Even regarding the amendment excluding ale-
parts that had been won on tanff-based bidding from
AERATS supervision, the povernments flowed
approach to regulakon was evident. Of course, AERAL
was assured of consulmrion by the government in
advance before such tarlifs wene o be fixed, but this
essantally meant that the regulator had lirte say inthe
determinstion of such mriffs. Even if onetakes cognl-
sance ofthe governmen's argumest thar these tarifs
should ideally be market-determined, the role of the
remulaios in ensuring independent monfioring and
petodic reviews canniot be underestimated.

It t= reasonible o nrgue that Irwas this disens-
powerment of AERAI through a legislative amend-
mentseven yearsago tho tslarpaly responsihle forthe
erestion ofan oligopalistic strucnare in Indis’s el svi-
arlon sector today. I the regulstos had been suffi-
dently empowered and the government had not
diluged s soope nnd powers to operats though vard-
ousleral means, the Unlon finance mintsiry represen-
matlve perhaps would mot have had 1o make those
dismurbing starements on potential dsks of concentra-
o) il over-leveraging.

Miore imgeortantdy, ks still not oo lae o review the
leglslative framework for AERAL give it more power
and responsibiliries, strengthen s manpowes and
allow |1 o operate a5 a truly Independent rajuintor. &
cap on the number of contracts to be awanded to &
singlebidder will only be a partial solution, sddressing
oy the symprom. The real canse bs regulatory wealk-
nessand that shoold beaddressed as well
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Parandur airport:
CM halts land push

TN interests can't be nmngaged for politics: Stalin
’” i

DC CORRESPONDENT
wityh agency inputs
CHENNAIL AUG. 24

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Joseph Vijay on Monday
announced that his govern:
ment would abandon steps
taken to establish a new air
port at Parandur, saying the
proposed project  would
impact agricultural land
and affect the livelihoods of
farmers and residents in the
region.

The decision came after
Vijay said Chennai needed a
new airport to meet rising
passenger demand, indus-
trial growth, and increasing
CAIEO movement,

However, he maintained
that the facility should be
developed at an alternative
location where the impact
on farmland and residential
areas is minimal.

DME  President MK

Stalin  hit out at Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay for
dropping the Parandur
greenfield airport project
when the land aequisition
process had been almost
completed and said Tamil
Nadu's interests cannot be
“mortgaged for petty politi-
cal considerations.” Ter-
ming the rejection of the
project proposal, conceived
during the DMK regime, as
a massive disappointment,
the former CM said the deci-
sion Is an Irreversible sot-

DMK MLAs
address the media
after staging a
walkout during an
ongoing Tamil
Nadu Legislative
Assembly session
in Chennai,

= PTi
back for Tamil Nadu's
growth. “The announceme-

nt made today by the
Honble Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu to drop the
Parandur International
Alrport project will set the
state’s development back by
several vears, Tamil Nadu's
interests cannot be mort-
gaged for petty political con:
siderations,” the DMK chiel
said in a statement here. The
decislonis a devastating
blow to employment dreams
of TN's youth, he added,
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AIR INDIA FLIGHT
SUFFERS BIRD HIT
AT PATNA AIRPORT

Patna, Aug. 24: An Air India
fMight from Delhi suffered a
bird hit while landing at the
Patna airport on Monday
morning, prompting authori-
ties to conduct a runway
inspection, an official sald.
The Delhi-Patna flight, with
164 passengers on board, was
about to land when the incl-
dent took place at 7:44 am, he

said,

“The pilot of Air India fight
Al 1741 reported a suspected
bird strike. After the plane
landed, the authorities carried
out a runway inspection,” the
airport official sald.

“There was no disruption of
flight operations at the alrport
due to the incident, All passen-
gers are safe,” he said.

The official said that bird
strikes are not unusual, partic.
ularly during the rainy season
when avian activity tends to
increase He also said that a
committee conducts monthly
inspection to monitor avian
and animal activities around
the airport.
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RAIN FORCES 15
Hm ERIUN
AT DELHI AIRPORT

New Delhi, Aug. 24: At least

15 Nights were diverted at the
Delhi airport on Monday due
to Inclement weather condi-
tions, according to an official.

Scores of fights were
delayed and some were can-
celled at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (1GIA)
in the national capital due to
the bad weather.

Rains lashed the national
capital and thunderstorms,
lightning and winds of 30-40
kmph are also expected in
parts of the city.

The official said 12 flights
were diverted to Jaipur, two to
Chandigarh and one to
Lucknow.

IndiGo, in a post on X, said
bad weather in the national
capital has impacted flight
schedules and that the airline
was closely monitoring the
weather.

“Adverse weather conditions
may impact Might operations
to and from Delhi today,™ Alr
India said in a post on X.
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Vijay keeps promise, scraps
Parandur airport project

Stateinterests
can't be mortgaged
for petty political
considerations: DMK
PRROW

CHENNAI, AGENCIES

| 4 I Wrue to the TVK's election
manifesto, Tamil Nadu
Chief Mimister C Joseph
Vijay on Monday announced
thatthe Rs 27,000-crore Paran-
dur greenfield airport project
would be shelved amid opposi-
tion eriticisms and the industry
lobbyists’ apprehensions.
Chennai, dubbed as the
country’s Detroit, hosts facto-
ries of Hyundai, Renault and
Apple suppliers Foxconn and
Tata Electronics, and there
were calls for expanding the
state’s aviation capacity to

Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay
during the state Assembly
session.pm

BOLD move

@ Rs 27 000-crore Parandur
greenfield airport project
had met with protests by
farmers and green crusaders

POLL MANIFESTO

PRO D SCRAPPING TH

urgent
need for asecond airport for
industrial growth

meet the needs of industries.

The previous government
had received civil aviation
clearance to develop the air-
port at Parandur. However, it
had faced strong opposition
from farmers. The projecthad
also drawn sharp criticisms
from environmentalists.

On August 15, the Ekana-
puram gram sabha passed a
resolution thanking Vijay for
scrapping the project — a de-

cision that had not yet got an
official seal.

However, the state opposi-
tion, DMK, pilloried the Vijay
governmentsaying TN'sinter-
ests cannot be “mortgaged for
petty political considerations™

Terming the rejection of the
project proposal, conceived
during the DMK regime, as a
massive disappointment, for-
mer chief minister and DMK
president MK Stalin said the

decision is an irreversible set-
back for the state’s growth.

“The announcement... will
set the state’s development
back by several years. Tamil
Nadu's interests cannot be
mortgaged for petty political
considerations,” he said.

ConsultancyColliershad said
theairport would spur demand
for industrial parks, air-cargo
warehousing and manufactur-
ing facilities nearby.

Industry lobby group Con-
federation of Indian Industry’s
southernregionchairman Rav-
ichandran Purushothamansaid
it was eritical the government
swiftly finalise an alternative
site and prioritise the project
to support Chennai's rapidly
expanding industrial, manu-
facturing and logistics sectors.

The state has identified al-
ternative locations that will
have significantly less im-
pact on agriculture land, said
Vijay.
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Hyd Airport to Slash
User Fees from Sept 1

MMumbai: Alrtravel out of Thade-
rabad’s Rajiv Gandhi Ineernario-
nal Airport is set to get cheapar
starting Seprember L, 2025, as In-
clia’s awviarion econoinic remda-
tor masves to slash aiepoct deve-
lopment charges for millions of
PassEngers,

The Airporis Beonamic Bego-
latory Aunthovicy of Tndia (AR-
LAY izzued an order sctting air-
port’s bazeline aperegote reve-
nuerequiretnentat T11L665 49 cro-
re {314 balliond foor the 2025-3061
contral perimd, The repulatory
hady drastically ralionalised (he
larilT propoeal subrmitied by ope-
racotr GMR Ivderabad Tnterna-
tional Airport (GIITAL). which
had sowyrheT27,851 crobe,

LUnder the new order, the depat-
ture fiee for domestic passengers-
—who make up reughly 82% of
lotal tralTical The hub—ed1 drop
I #3153 Mram exizling 2T Arvi-
ving domestic passengers will
TLoW ay T2200.

International travellers will
alsoseefee outs, Departure fees
will fall from TL.A00 to 71030,
while arriving internutienal
passangers will e lpvied 2 7440
loe, —Oar Burean
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Mumbai
airport plans
T1-B overhaul

NEW DELHI

Adani Group-operated
Mumbai airport will begin
demolishing the north section
of Terminal 1-B from January
15, 2027, as part of a phased
plan to redistribute air traffic
between Terminal 2 and Navi

Mumbai International
Airport.
Mumbai International

Airport Ltd (MIAL), which
operates Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport, currently handles
more than 850 flight move-
ments daily and has a capacity
of over 50 million passengers
annually.

Terminal 1is nearly 80 vears
old, with portions already
demolished. MIAL Chief
Airport Officer Vishnu Mohan
Jha, in a letter to Civil Aviation
Secretary Samir Kumar Sinha,
said only the specified section
of TI-B would be demolished
to minimise disruption to air-
line operations.

Under the transition plan,
at least one-third of interna-
tional air traffic movements
will shift to Navi Mumbai
International Airport from
October L. From October 25, at
least one-third of T1's air traffic
movements will be moved to
T2. Akasa Air shifted its
domestic operations from T1
to T2 on August L

In its August 13 letter, MIAL
also asked the Civil Aviation
Ministry to establish a Joint
Transition Group comprising
key stakeholders to coordinate
the transion and minimise
inconvenience [o passengers.
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Row erupts in TNas CM
scraps new airport plan

S Vijay Karthik

letters@hindustantimes.com
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu chief min-
ister C Joseph Vijay on Monday
announced that his government
would drop the Parandur airport
project, triggering a political
slugfest in the state, with the
main Opposition Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK) slam-
ming the move and staging a
walkout from the state assembly.
The move comes four years
after former CM and DMK chief
MK Stalin announced the air-
port, the second one near Chen-
nai, in August 2022, about 60 km
away from the state's capital.
Speaking in the assembly, the
CM said the existing airport at
Meenambalkam has capacity to
handle 30 million passengers
annually and it would be
expanded with a new passenger
terminal having capacity to han-
dle an additional 20 million pas-
sengers annually. He added that
facilities will be enhanced and
the traffic managed better until
the new airport is constructed.
Vijay said the proposed air-
port would have impacted farm-
ers and displaced a large num-
ber of people. “1 firmly stood
with them against the airport
proposed to be set up at Paran-
dur and the surrounding 12 villa-
ges,” he said, referring to his Par-
andur visit in 2025. He had
promised that the project will be
scrapped if TVK comes to power.

& il

C Joseph Vijay

He said the government will
select an alternative site that
“minimises the damage to agri-
cultural land” and does not
affect people’s livelihoods. “A
few suitable alternative sites
have been selected for the new
airport without impacting agri-
cultural lands and residences.”

After the CM's announce-
ment, DMK demanded a discus-
sion on the issue, which was
declined by the Speaker, leading
to a walkout from DMK lawmak-
ers. Stalin said the announce-
ment would set the state’s devel-
opment back by several years.

“Tamil Nadu's interests can-
not be mortgaged for political
considerations. An announce-
ment of such far-reaching
importance being made under
Rule No 110 shutting out any
opportunity for debate or even
for members to voice their
views, is deeply troubling,” the
DMK chief said in a statement.

He said that a world-class air-
port in its capital is not merely
desirable, but absolutely essen-

tial and added that Parandur
was “carefully” selected after
evaluating all available alterna-
tives, and the land acquisition
process was almost completed.
The (BJF echoed Stalin’s senti-
ments with its chief spokesper-
son Narayanan Thirupathy say-
ing the decision is a “reckless
and short-sighted decision that
will inflict lasting damage on
Tamil Nadu's economy and
future growth”. He added that
finding an alternate land meas-
uring 5,000-5,700 acres that
meets technical, environmental,
and connectivity requirements
will be extremely difficult.
Tamil Nadu Congress Com-
mittee president B Manickam
Tagore said the party supports
the decision. “The Airport
Authority of India’s feasibility
report submitted in March 2022
recorded that Parandur was sur-
rounded by water-bodies with
more than a quarter of the site
covered by irrigation tanks and
201-hectare man-made lake just
1.4 km from the boundary. The
very reasons cited for cancella-
tion that the land is low-lying
and waterlogged,” Tagore said.
Meanwhile, the announce-
ment was marked with celebra-
tion by residents of Parandur.
There were protests against
the project that lasted for more
than a year. In January 2025,
Vijay joined the protest at Paran-
dur, over a year before his TVK
contested its first election.
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Spicejet passengers protest at Patna airport after
Delhi flight cancellation, delayed replacement

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@htlive.com

PATNA : Passengers of a Del-
hi-bound Spicelet flight
staged a protest at the Jai
Prakash Narayan Interna-
tional Airport on Monday
after the airline’s flight from
Patna was cancelled at short
notice on Sunday night.

The replacement service
arranged to ferry them to
Delhi was delayed by more
than four hours before
finally taking off at 7.16 pm,
airport officials said.

Flight SG 2478, carrying
83 passengers, was sched-
uled to depart Patna at
9.30pm on Sunday and reach
Delhi at 11.30pm. The flight
was cancelled at the last min-
ute, forcing passengers to
deboard and remain

Patna airport FILEFHOTO
stranded at the airport.

The passengers alleged
that airline staff were unable
to give them a clear timeline
for the rescheduled flight.
The flight's status on the
Flightradar24 app also
showed as “unknown”, add-
ing to the uncertainty and
frustration among those
waiting at the airport.

A heated exc hange
between passengers and air-
line staft later escalated into
a ruckus at the airport, offi-
cials said.

Spicelet subsequently
arranged an additional flight
to transport the stranded
passengers to Delhi, with the
service initially scheduled to
depart at 3pm on Monday.
However, the flight was
delayed by more than four
hours, prolonging the pas-
sengers’ ordeal.

The airline’s regular Pat-
na-Delhi service (SG 2478)
was also delayed by more
than an hour and was sched-
uled to depart at 12.35 am on
Tuesday.

Repeated attempts to con-
tact Spicelet station manager
Syed Hassan for a response
went unanswered.
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Airport plan nixed,
TN. to explore new
ventures in Parandur

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Tamil Nadu Minister {or In-
dustries 5. Keerthana on
Tuesday told the Assembly
that the government would
explore alternative indus-
trial projects on the land
acquired for the now-
scrapped Parandur green-
field airport project with-
out affecting the people’s
livelihoods.

Speaking during the de-
bate on the demand for
grants for the Industries,
Investment Promotion and
Commerce Department,
Ms. Keerthana said the go-
vernment would take steps
to generate employment
and promote economic
growth in Parandur. She
said steps were being taken
to construct an elevated
road connecting the Tam-

pass and the proposed
new terminal at the Chen-
nai airport.

DMK MLA S. Austin cit-
ed data from a website on
investments attracted dur-
ing the first quarter of fi-
nancial years 2021-22 and
2026-27, comparing Tamil
Nadu with a few other
States. Ms. Keerthana ob-
jected to it, terming the da-
ta “incorrect and mislead-
ing”. She said attracting
investments and promot-
ing industrial growth in Ta-

New plans: The T.N. govern-
ment said it will take steps to
generate jobs and promote
economic growth in Parandur,

B. VELANKANNI RAJ

mil Nadu was a sensitive is-
sue that went beyond
politics. As investors were
watching the develop-
ments, she urged all mem-
bers to extend cooperation

trillion economy by 2036.
Mr. Austin  questioned
whether investors would
not be misled when Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay an-
nounced in the Assembly
that the airport project
would be scrapped.

Minister for Public
Works Aadhav Arjuna in-
tervened and said that if
the choice was between
the airport and the inter-
ests of farmers, Mr. Vijay
would always stand with
the farmers.
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Parandur airport: How a pohcy debate in TN tumed into a ‘sons-in-law’ fight

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, August 25

THE ARGUMENT was sup-
posed to be about an airport —
whether Tamil Nadu could af-
ford to abandon a second air-
port planned at Parandur,
whether its paddy fields and
water bodies justified that deci-
sion, and where Chennaiwould
find the land for another one,
Then R Nirmal
Kumar, Tamil Nadu’s
Energy and Law Min-
ister, introduced a son-
in-law. “If you look at all
those who are now so
worried and crying out here, itis
for only one thing — either for
the G Square son-in-law, or for
those who took black money
there and invested it,” he said.
The reference was to V Sabare-
esan, son-in-law of former Chief
Minister M K Sralin, whose
name has repeatedly figured in
political allegations surrounding

| D

GSquare, a real-estate comparty.
Nirmal was suggesting that
the anger over the TVK goverit-
ment's decision to scrap the
Parandur airport was driven not
by concern for Tamil Nadu's in-
frastructure but by financial in-
terests around land. Across the
aisle, Thangam Thennarasu, the
former finance minister and vet-
eran DMK leader who had been
defending the project, rose.
Nirmal was unim-
pressed. “What is wrong
in saying ‘G Square son-
in-law'?” he asked. “The
whole town called him
‘G Square son-in-law’.
What iswrong with that? Thisis
not a PT period for everyone to
keep getting up and sitting
down for everything." By now,
Tamil Nadu's new experiment
in legislative transparency was
producing something besides
transparency It was producing

Smoe the TVK government

began live-streaming Assembly
proceedings, citizens havebeen
watching politics in numbers
previously unusual for a state
legislature. The August 5 Budget
session drew over a million
views on prominent YouTube
streams alone unlike less than
20,000 views it used to gain on
Youtube channels of private TV
news channels. “Vijay versus
Udhayanidhi” clips migrate
rapidly to Instagram, TV chan-
nelscutvertical videos from As-
sembly exchanges, mistakes be-
come memes before legislators
have left Fort St George.

The House has acquired an
audience, and it appears in-
creasingly conscious of it.

On Monday, Thennarasu,
known for his soft tone and
tenor, answered Nirmal in the
language of thenew medium. “If
he wishes to take his reply and
the debatetothislevel, Ican also
pay inthesame currency, Then-
narasu said. “If you are going to

Chief Minister BJuseph\.'uay with famlafspmta;tmg against
Parandur airport project, at the Secretariatin Chennai on Tuesday. pr

say ‘G Square son-in-law’, can I
ask for which other ‘lottery son-
in-law’ you are going to take the
toPublic Works Minister Aadhav
Arjuna, son-in-law of lottery
businessman Santiago Martin.
Aninfrastructure debate had
briefly become a son-in-law ex-
change. Butundemeath thethe-
atre was aserious disagreement
overoneofthe most consegquen-

tial decisions of Vijay's young
government. Nirmal challenged
foundations of the previous gov-
emment’scase forParandur. He
said claims that environmental
clearance had been obtained
were wrong and that an Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) had not been completed.
“There are a large number
of water bodies there,” he said,
arguing thar agricultural land

capable ofthree cropcycles was
among the reasons the project
had struggled to advance.
Thennarasu's reply moved
the debate back from "sons-in-
law” to runways. Parandur, he
argued, was not chosen casually.
Technical feasibility, high-ten-
sion power lines, industries
requiring relocation, displace-
ment and land cost were con-
sidered, Thennarasu said.
Parandur emerged from
comparative studiesand event-
ually received the Centre'snod.
His larger argument was about
time. “Butafter all these years of
this project, after we have
travelled this far, if you abandon
ittoday, whenisitevergoingto
come?” With compensation
paid for much of the acquired
patialand and acquisition sub-
stantially advanced, abandon-
ing Parandur would work
against the state’s economic
growth. Nor could Chennai’s
existing airport simply absorb

expansion without enormous
demographic and geographical
complications around Mee-
nambakkam, he said.

Industries Minister S Keer-
thana then offered the govern-
ment’smost substantive defence
of Vijay's decision. The land ac-
quired would notbe abandoned.
Alternative industrial projects
would be developed there “ina
manner that doesn’t affect the
people,” generating jobs and
economie activity. But her case
against an airport rested princi-
pally on what the land does.
Parandur, she said, supports 3-
season rice cultivation— Sambe,
Thaladi and Sornavari — along
with groundnut, sugarcane,
pulses and millets.

Farmers there supply rice to
the state Civil Supplies Corpor-
ation and the public distribution
system. “If you ask what kind of
landthisis, itisa placewith per-
ennial water availability —agri-
cultural land where cultivation

can take place even when there
isno rainfall,” she said.

The Parandur debate is be-
coming very interesting. To one
side, land appearsonaplanning
map: acreage, connectivity, run-
way orientation, acquisition cost
and future passenger capacity.
Totheother, the land appearsas
paddy, groundwater, canals,
homes and memory. Both are
descriptions of the same place.
The government is in the un-
comfortable businessof deciding
which reality acquires a unway.

But Monday’s debate re-
vealed another transformation
inside Fort St George. Legislative
speech once travelled outward
slowly — through reporters’
notebooks, evening bulletins
and carefully selected political
clips. Now, thecitizen canwatch
the hesitation before an answer,
the interruption, the laughter,
the memberjumpingup andthe
ministertelling him tosit down.
That changes politicians too.
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FedEx plans cargo hub at Delhi airport

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ Mew Dethi

GLOBAL transportation and
logiztics major Federal Express
Corporation (FedEx) plans to
develop an integrated air cargo
hub at GMR Cargo City at New
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Adrport, with an invest-
ment of about $150 million.
The investment is aimed at
strengthening FedEx's connec:
tivity across North and East
India and linking businesses in

these markets to destinations
across its global network.

Spread across 230,000 sq fi,
the fully automated integrated
air cargo hub will bring inter-
national gateway and pickup-
and-delivery operations togeth-
er in a single facilitv. Once
operational, the hub is expect-
ed to increase processing ca-
pacity from 600 to 5,000
packages an hour, with scope
for further expansion as de-
mand grows.

“India i= a critical market in
our global network, with North
and East India playing an im-
portant role in the country's
growing trade and economic
opportunity Strengthening Fe-
dEx's presence in Delhi will en-
hance connectivity across these
markets and support business-
es as thev grow and expand.”
said Kami Viswanathan, presi-
dent, FedEx Middle East,
Indian Subcontinent and
Africa (MEISA).
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‘Vijay opposing Parandur airport

project despite economic benefits’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Cllierea, 25 Augnst

eacting to Tamil

MNadh Chie [Minister

C Joseph Vijay's

smnoumcement that
he would seek o withdraw
theproposed Parandurairport
project and explore allernative
sites, DMK spokesperson TK
5 Elangovan on Tuesday
aceused him of altempting Lo
cheat [armers. Speaking Lo
agencies, Elangovan said the
areaidentified forthe Parandur
airport was witnessing rapid
industrialzrowthmnd that the
project would contribute
significantly to the state’s
economy and emplovment
feneration.

“Thearea wherethe Parindur
airport is proposed is an
industrially growing region.
Many industries are coming
up in that area. The airport
will delinitely suppornt the
states economy and provide
crmplovmentopportunities for
yvotng people. But il theywant
iy stop the Parandur airport,
there is only one reason: he
wantsto cheat the farmers In
several areas, the promises
e for the we lfare of Barmers
Fepe ot fullilled” Barpmmean
saidd.

Reacting 1o the Cockroach
Junta Party's (CIP) announ-
cement of a peacelul marchin

[

Delhion 5Seplemberover the
Centee’s allegedhy unlulfilled
prooses, Elanggwan buonehed
asharp attack on the BJE.

“TheBJP isanti-democratic,
They do not [ollow the
Constilution. The Constitution
givescitizenstheright toagjLate
[ a legitimate cause, But the
BJP will not allew it They do
ool care about the law or the
Constitution,” he aleged He
saidcittens hadawonstintional
right 1o protest against the
government’s acions. " Itisthe
cittrers whodeetthe povermiment,
bt afterelecting it theyveannis
be expected Lo remain silent
dbout its wrongdoings” he
added

On the notice reportedly

issued to former diplomat
Nivdeep Suri regarding his
voterdetailsduring the Punjab
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR), Elangovan questioned
why the [former diplomat was
heing asked to establish his
citizenship.

“When he has worked for
the Indian government and
represented India in foreign
alfairs, what more does he
have to prove? What evidenee
does he have to provide to
cstablish that heis an Indian?™
Elmgovan asked.

Commenting on reports of
the B wnteding theupaming
Punjabeledionsindependently,
he said, "Let us wait and see.
The BIP can plan anyihing”

W ]

Elangovan also made
allegations regarding electoral
practices, claiming that the
party engaged in activities
atrmee ] stundorminingdemocrcy

On the Cauvery Water
Rl ion Cormmitteek (CWRC)
reporieddirection o Kamataka
Lorelease SO00cusees of waler
Lo Tamil Nadis for the next 15
davs Elangovansaid Karnataka
wasboundtocomply with the
directions of the Cauvery
tribunal

“The Supreme Court has
ordered Kamataka o abide
by the tribunals directions.
That will have o happen;
otherwise theSupremeCort
will view the matter seriotsly?
b saied.
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Air India flight hits bird during
landing at Patna airport:

Patna: An Air India flight carrying 164 passengers from Delhi
to Patna hit a bird while landing at Jayaprakash Narayan
Airport on Monday morning. All passengers were safe, but the
incident caused a delay to the flight. It was the second
bird-strike incident involving an Air India flight at Patna
Airport within a week.

Air India flight AT1741, carrying 164 passengers from Delhi,
hit a bird while approaching the runway for landing. Following
the incident, the emergency landing protocol was activated as
aprecaution, and fire and other emergency services were
deploved at the airport. The aircraft, however, landed safely at
7:43 am. According to airport officials, the pilot suspected that
a bird had struck the aircraft near the right engine while it was
approaching the runway. The aircraft was inspected after
landing, and the bird strike was confirmed. However, no
damage to the engine was found.
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Bridge to link NM stadium, airport

Koteshwar-
Hansol River
Bridge To Offer
Direct Route

Times News Nerwork

Ahmedabad: As the city res-
hapes jtself to host 2080 Com-
monwealth Games, AMC Is
planning an infrastructural
leap by building the Kotesh-
war-Hansol river bridge to
connect the alrport and Na-
rendra Modi Stadium directly.

As Ahmedabad is also vy-
ing to host 2036 Olympic Ga-
mes, AMC is focused on ensu-
ring that Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Sports Encla-

A barrage-cum-bridge is being constructed near Acher Crematorium

ver under the Town Planning

ve, being develo- m sive planning focu

ped around the pri-

mary venue, Narendra Modi

Stadium, is well connected.
For the river bridge pro-

Ject, the civicbody has already

approved two 30-metre-wide

roads leading to Sabar mati ri-

ses on widening
approach roads and opening
new road networks leading to
the Narendra Modi Stadium.™
Thesource said a foot over-
bridgebehind Narendra Modi
Stadium has been planned.

Besides, the construction
of a barragpe-cum-bridge is
progressing near the Sabar-
mati Acher Crematoriim.

“As for the river bridge, ro-
adway alignments have been
planned,” the source said.

“The bridge will connect
to a new tunnel passing bene-
ath the firing range near Taj
Hotel.”

Another source said: “The
Olympic Cell of the Ahmed-
abad Urban Development

Authority (Auda) has planned
thedevelopment of Sardar Pa-
tel Sports Enclave across land
parcels surrounding Narend-
raModi Stadium.”

In its 2023-24 budget, the
source sald, AMC approved
theconstruction of asplit flyo-
verat the Visat Junction along
the BRTS corridor connecting
Sabarmati and Chandkheda.

“The design for this fiyo-
ver was finalised in 2024. The
flyover project is belng fast-
tracked,” the source said.

“Additionally, a feasibility
report isbeing drafted forara-
Iway overbridge linking Ra-
nip BakramanditoSabarmati
Jawahar Chowk, which will
serve as a crucial route from
Ranip to Narendra Modi Sta-
dium."

AMC hasallocated Rs 1,000
crore for two elevated corri-
dors: a 3km stretch from Neh-
runagar Circle via Shivranja-
ni Crossroads and Ramdevna-
gar Junction to Iscon Bridge;
and a 3.5km stretch from Bo-
pal Vakil Saheb Bridge to
Ghuma village. A double-level

Access to SVPI
to improve

‘o enhance access to Narendra

Maodi Stadium from
Ahmedabad's western localities
and ease traffic congestion, new
fiyover bridges and
road-widening initiatives are
being rolled out. The route from
Sabarmati Toll Naka to Narendra
Madi Stadium will be widened to
61 metres, Demolition work is
currently underway, and this
corridor is slated to open after the
mansoon. Moreover, additional
river bridges are planned to
facilitate smooth transit to the
airport for commuters. Tan

fiyover-cum-railway over-
bridge has been proposed at
Sanand Junction on SG High-
way, alongside planned rail-
way overbridges at Geratpur
railway station crossing, Ma-
ninagar railway crossing, Pu-
nit Nagar railway crossing,
and WVatva-Vinzol railway
crossing.
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Vijay govt drops Parandur airport plan
Chennal: Tamil Nadu chief minister C. Joseph Vijay on
Monday announced that the state govt would abandon the
proposed greenfield airport project at Parand urand identify
an alternative site that would cause minimal disruption to
farmers and residents. Making a statement in the Legisla-
tive Assembly CM Vijay said the decision was taken follow-
ingconcer ns about the project’s potential impact on agricul-
turallands, waterbodies and resident ial settlements in Para-
ndur and surrounding villages. The CM acknowledged that
Chennai required a second airport because of the rapid ex-
pansion of the metropolitan region. s
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Govt to award
11 airports in
five bundles

New Delhi: Govt plans to
award 11 airports, incloding
those at Varanasi and Tirupa-
ti, to private players in five
mdles imder the public-pri-
vate-partnershipmodel. Each
bundle will be awarded to a
single concessionaire, accor-
ding to an official document.
Five major airports are to be
bundled with six smaller air-
ports. The Public Private
Partnership Appraisal Com-
mittee (PPPAC), at its meeting
held on Aug 4, gave in-princi-
ple nod for the civil aviation
ministry’s proposal_

These airports are tobe le-
ased out under the PPP model
for a concession period of 50
VOIS, AGENCIES
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Parandur airport
scrapped, TN for
alternative site
| "amil Nadu CM C Joseph

Vijay on Monday an-
nounced that the proposed
pgreenfield airport at Para-
ndur near Chennai was be-
ing serapped. He sald alter-
native sites have been iden-
tified for the city’s second
airport, while the existing
one at Meenambakkam
would be expanded by add-
ing a new terminal. Envi-
ronmentalists and TVK al-
lies welcomed the cancella-
tion of Parandur project
Opposition parties flayed
the govt'sdecision. P6
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TN’s Parandur airport
scrapped, oppn slams
CM for shelving plan

@timesofindia.com

Chennal: Chief minister C
Joseph Vijay on Monday an-
nounced that the proposed
greenfield airport at Paran-
dur near Chennal was being
scrapped. He said alternati-
ve sites have been identified
for the city's second alrport,
while the existing one at Me-

o )

CM Vijay speaks during the state
assembly session in Chennai

enambakkam would be ex-
panded by adding a new ter-
minal.

Environmentalists and
TVE allies welcomed the
cancellation of Parandur
project, but opposition par-
ties flayed Vijay alleging the
decision would arrest Tamil
Nadu'seconomic growth.

“Asl promised the people

of the villages (in the site
Identified for the airport),
this govt has dropped the
plan to construct a new air-
port inParandur,” Vijay told
the assembly amid desk
thumpingby TVE members.
Vijaysaid infrastructure ex-
pansion should not come at
the cost of agriculture or
displacement of residents.

The swanky airport
planned at an outlay of
T27,000 cr on 5,746 acres of
land, to handle 10 crore pas-
sengers a year, in Parandur
faced controversy after resi-
dents of Ekanapuram and
adjoining villages opposed
land acquisition for the pro-
ject. Vijay who visited Pa-
randur inJan 25last vear sa-
id he was against the project
and would stand with the
villagers.

“I am aware of the need
for industrial growth and
the role of airports in the
growth. I fully support deve-
lopment. But the site selec-
ted for setting up the new
airportshould not affect far-
mers. The site should avoid
large-scale displacement of
people,” Vijay said.



AlRP(JR I'SAUT HORIT‘I’ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBA L 25 AUGUST 2026

Demolition of part of T1 from Jan, flights being shifted

New Delhi: Adani Group-operated
Mumbai airport will start demolish-
inga part of Terminal1(T1) from Jan
15, 2027, and has commenced redis-
tribution of air traffic to Terminal 2
(T2) and Navi Mumbal Inter national
Alrport (NMIA), according to a re-
centletter.

Mumbai International Alrport
Lid ) operates Chatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International Air-
port in Mumbai, which currently has
acapacity of over 50 million and han-
dles over 950 flight movements daily

T1 is nearly 80 years old and some
part of it has already been demol-
ished. T1 and T2 have capacities to
handle around 15 million passengers

Air traffic is being redistributed to T2 and
Mavi Mumbai International Airport

and 40 million passengers, respec-

tively

MIAL's chief airport officer Vish-

nu Mohan Jha said in aletter to civil
aviation secretary Samir Kumar Sin-
haon Augl3dthat the operator plans to
begin “demolition of the north sec-
tion of Terminal 1-B, starting Jan 15,
2027 as part of phase 1of the termi-
nal’s redevelopment plan “to ensure
minimal impact on airline oper-
ations and passenger convenience”.
Aspartof the plan, atleastathird
of all international air traffic move-
ments will be shifted to NMIA from
Octl. Subsequently, at least one-third
of all air traffic movementsat T1 will
be moved to T2 from Oct 25. MIAL
sald after providing transition as-
sistance to aifdines for around three-
and-a-half months, the demolition

work will begin.

The airport operator has already
initiated steps for the operational re-
alignment, under which Akasa Air
relocated its domestic operations
from T1to T2 from Aug 1.

MIAL told the ministry that it is
engaging with domesticand interna-
tional airlines on the partial move-
mentof their flights from T2 to NMIA
and from T1to T2,

MIAL requested the ministry to
consider setting up a joint transition
group, chaired by the civil aviation
secretary, to ensure effective coordi-
nation with key stakeholders and
minimal Inconvenience to passen-
FErS. PN
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Centre mulls 1007% mandatory
dope testing for pilots: Naidu

SAFETY FIRST. DGCA assessing impact of expanding testing norms, says Aviation Minister

—_—
Rohit Vaid
Maw Dol

The Centre ks conskdering
mding mandatory de
:f:ng of girling pilots fmﬁ
r]'n: existing requirement of
r cent to 1060 per cent,
ith testing 1o be conducted
:11 random intervals, sald
Civil Avistion Minister Ram
Mohan Naido
If implemented, Lisdia will
becoms the first country in
the world to adminlsver this
sEHCr testing regime. Ac-
cording to :ilmﬂs. Indis-
based alrlines currently em-
ployover 11,000 pilots, while
the overal] members eange to
absout 25 D00

DOPE TEST RULE
Speaking on the sidelines of
an  industry  evemt here,
Naldu said the dope test rule
Ig 10 per cent for pilots, at
E;;Humnruidwgm'ummmt
communicated to the
DGCA thar it wanes every pi-
lor w o through random
Testing.
The proposed ex 5I.m.

the I-'LIILL'.'[E'.I' said, will have to

ON A MISSION. Crwil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Maidu said

the gavernment had communicated to the DGECA that it wants
every pilot to go through random testing sn

take into account both safery
considerations and opera-
tional impact on airines.

He added thar all srake-
holders are being consulted
g0 that a balance can be
achdeved.

Meanwhile, the Director-
are General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) s asgesaing the m-
pact of expanding the testing
requirement to 100 per cent
for pilogs.

development comes

as the government examines
ways to strengthen the exist-
framowork for testing
aviation personnel for con-
sumption of psychoactive
subsrances. 9
At present, the regulatory
framework r g ramdom
teating of a specified
proportion of flight erew
members and other safery-
sensitive personned,
Beskdes, airlines ocher
than Air India are also con-

et resting of their
pumﬁme 'ﬂln.i&mr.

The comments come after
Abr India Group began man-
darory screening of pllots for
substances or medication
not permitted under prevail-
ing regulations.

AIR INDIA INCIDENT

The alrline inftiated the exer-
clse following the L4
Alr India Phaket-Dielihd flight
incident involving an aLrE:s
Atdmeo, which suffered a
sudden foss of altituede dur-
ing cruise before stabilising
and landing safely bn Dellil

The pl]ul:-m-u:mu.n:md
had rerurned a non-negative

rellmbnary screening result

r "h'-'\dK’HL"Lh‘E‘ substances,

h the confirmatory
resul[ ag not been officially
confirmed.

Further, the proposed ex-
pangion of testing would re-
quire the DGCA to assess
how a 100 per cent random
tegting regime could be im-

plemented withour afecting
airline rions while en-
suring the intended safery
objectives, rhe Minister
added,

India targets rise in air cargo
handling to 10 mt by 2030

S
Ouwsr Bureas
B Dualhil

India is targeting an inerease
in alr cargo handling to 10
million vommes (mr) by 2030
from around 39 no oat
present, with the govern-
ment focuging on lncreasing
transs 2N, reducing
processing  fme  an
strengthening cargo Infra-
structure, said Civil Aviarion
Minister Bam Mohan Nabdu.

He was s img at the
groundbreaking ceremony of
2 new | rated alr car
hub bam?j%wdnped I l'lzfﬁIi
eral Express Corporation
(FedEx) at GMR Cargo City
at Delhi's Indira Gandhi In-
ternahonal Alrport

FedEx plans to inwvest
around $150 million in the
facilivy, which will span ap-
proximately 230000 sq fi,
and ncrease processing ca-
pacity from 600 to 5,000
packages per hour once
Operariona

According to Naidu, less
than 5 per cent of India's air
cargo  currently  moves
through transshipment,
cobkpared with 75 per cent in
Hong Kong, 65 per cent in
Singapore and nearly 60
cent in Dubai. He :}ald.

The vision is to
transform air
cargo from a
battleneck into the
backbone of the
Indian economy,
said Aviation
Minister Naidu
increasing India's transship-
ment share to 20 per cent
could unlock a potential rev-
enue advantage of up to 35
billion. s E

The Centre has revised
the transshipment securicy
framework 0 exempt re-
screening onspecified routes
after mandstory re-screen-
ing was identified a2 s bortle-
neck affecring  turnarcund
time, handling costs and
COTREESE] O AL AEFPOSTE.

A proof of concept in-
valving the Chenmal-Delhi-
Fi route redwced -
erage  end-to-end transit
rime from nearly &0 hours to
17 hours, sakd Maidu. The ind-

tiative has  subsequently
been expanded to Copentes-

gen and London Heathrow,

with five additional domestie

destinarions added w the

proof of concept.
Meanmwhile, the Ministryls

working onan alr freight sta-
tons policy slmed at en-
abling end-to-end cargo pro-
cessd ar  off-airport
facilivles and decongesting
Airpoft cargo tern

Besides, Maidu sadd the
povernment's vishn iz 10
transform alr cargo feom a
bottleneck into the “back-
bone of the Imdian eco-
nomy”.

Further, the Mindster sakd
the Burean of Civil Aviatlon
Security {BCAS) was work-
ing on transitioning from
comventional 20 X-ray

screening computed
tmograghy Ve detee-
ton gystems. The new sys-
Eems are ed W in-

crease screening throughpur
from around 600 pac

per howr To more than 2500
packages per hour, he said.

PRIORITY AREAS

In addition, Naldu said In-
dia’s pricrities for air cargo
were clear —  Increase
volumes, redoce tims and re-
duce costs.

Additionally, he hlih
lighted India's geographic
advantage, saving thar nearly
60 per cene of the world's
population can be reached
within foor 1o six hours of
flying time.
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A-1seeks $1.5 bn from
Tata Sons, Singapore
Air as losses mount

REUTERS
25 August

Afr India (A-D) is sesking
about $1.5 billion in fresh
equity from its owners Tata
Sonsand Singapore Adrlines,
monthsafter the second-lar-
gest Indian airline posted a
record annual loss, two
people familiar with the
matter tld Rewirers,

It would be one of Alr
Indias largest publicly
reported requests for share-
holder funding since Tata
took control of the former
state-owned carrier in 2022,
It highlights the challenges
facingthe airline as it undes-
goes a multi-billion-dollar
revamp, including the refur-
bishmentofitsexisting fleet.
‘The carrier and its budget
unit AirIndia Express postad

combined losses of 52 33 bil-
lion in 2025-26 (FY26), more
than double the previous
vear's losses, weighing on
Singapore Airlines’ profits.
“Air India wants the fun-
ds immediately, though the
infusionislikely to happenin
tranches. Singapore Airlines
would need to contribute its
share of the proposed infu-
sion for the investment togo
through,” one of the sources
said. It isseeking the funding
in the form of fresh equity,
the two people said. Dis-
cussions are ongoing and no
decision has been taken on
the request, they added,
declining to be named as
they were not authorised to
discuss the matter publicky.
Alr India and Tata Sons
did not respond to Reuters
requests for comment.
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15 flights in
Delhi diverted
after heavyrain

» NEW DELHI, PTI: At least
15 flights were diverted

at the Delhi airport on
Monday due to inclement
weather conditions. Heavy
showers in many parts of
north India also triggered
waterlogging and massive
trafficdisruption. An
official said the 12 flights
were diverted to Jaipur,
two to Chandigarh and one
to Lucknow.
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15 flightsin
Delhi diverted
after heavyrain

» NEW DELHI, PTI: At least
15 flights were diverted

at the Delhi airport on
Monday due to inclement
weather conditions. Heavy
showers in many parts of
north India also triggered
waterlogging and massive
trafficdisruption. An
official said the 12 flights
were diverted to Jaipur,
two to Chandigarh and one
to Lucknow.
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India Mulling Random Drug Test for
Commercial Pilots at Least OnceaYr

Plan follows Air India
flight captain testing
positive for marijuana

Qur Bureau

Mumbai: India is conzidering requi-
ring every commercial pilof to wndsr-
g random drprrest gt lesstonee s ve-
ar, polentially inceeasing [he mini-
roamn lesling coverage enlopld alleran
Adr India captain tested positive for
marijjuana following a sorious in-
flight incicdent.

The Directorare (Geteral of Civil Av-
iation (DMaCA) currentdy mandates
randem testing of atlesst10% of pilots
annually Civil aviation minister K
Rammohan Naidu said Tuesday that
NGCA s comzulling airlines and other
stalkeholders on dghtor rules gover
ning peycheactive-substance tescing.

“Umeof the opinions from owr zide is
that evervone has to o thﬂ}u[:,h itin
the vearat s random time,” Naidu sa id
an the sidelines of an event, He stres-

sedl that pegulators would need to ba-
lanee aviation safery with the opera-
tional impact of testingrthe entire pilot
network. Askerd whether testing wo-

uld rise to 23% or 50%, Maidu said
THFCA is examining the implicalions
of Tnereasing il w110,

“IECA 15 engasing angd one of the
opinions from our zide is that evcryo-
12 has to go through it in the vearata
random titne,” le said. *'So, we have to
see how all the stakeholders are ming
ton respond toth is beesuss ons is thesa-

fetyaspect ol it, one is to keop the safie-
v intact, and the second thing is the
operational impact also; that also has
te bie tuken into consideration, So, we
e going tobalance both"

The governmenl’s deliberation ol
Tewrs am Augusl 4 AT Tndia Oighil Tear
Fhuket e Delhi that suffered a sudden
aleitude Ioss of about 300 foor, injuring
24 people, The captain subsequently
regrad pozitive for marijuana. The Air
craft Accident Investigation Burean
(AA1B), tasked with probing the inei-
dent, including possille lechnical Gae-
Lows, has vel lastahlish e canss,

MNaidu said the aircraft and its data
recorder arc in the AAID posseasion
and that a preliminary report could
come "very early from now.” He also
sald airlines beyvond Ar India arve
conductingdrug tests, without s peei-
fving their scope,

Air Tndia has legun lesling ils more
than 5,000 piTors, while the Federalion
of Tndian Pilocs has proposed raizing
annual random testing to 23% . Tndia’s
ragjor airlines employ about 12,000 pi-
lors, It adopeed, 100% annual random
rmsring would represent A mujor ex-
parsienof thecurrent procedurs,
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AIR INDIA SEEKS
$1.5-BN FUNDING
FROM TATA, SlA

AlRINDIA IS
L o | SEXING
= about$15
bllenin
fresh equity

from its
owners Tata Sons and
Sngapore Alrlines, manths
after the sscond-largest
Indian airline posted a
record annual loss, reports
Reuters, [t would be one
of Airindia's requests far
sharenolder funding since
Tatatoak contral in 2022,
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Air India seeks $1.5 bn
from Tata, Singapore Air

ABHUITH GAMAPAVARAM
B ADITYA KALRA
Hew Daolhi, August 25

AR IMDIAIS whnﬂnlmulﬂ'l.':
billion in fresh equity from its
owniers Tata Sons and !-iillE:n
pore Airlines, months after the
airline pnsr:-Hq recond anngal
loss, two people familiar with
the matterlold Reuters,

It wouldbe one of Alr India's
largest  publicly reported
requests for shareholder fund
ing since Tata took control of
the fomer state-owned camior
In 2022 1t highlights the chal-
Irng«:s Ennng the atrhine as it
undergoesa multl-billion-dol
larrevamp,including the refur
blshmentofits existing fest.

The carrier and its budget
unit Airlndia Express posted
combned loses of §2.33bil-
lionin FY 2 &, more than double
the prot yea 'y losies The
losses have also weighed on
Singapore Alrlines profite

“Air Imdfia wants the funds
Immediately, though the infu-
sion s likely to happen in
tranches Singapare Alrlines
would need to contribute its
share of the proposed infusion

tor the mvesiment to Eo

MOUNTING LOSSES it s ane of
the largest

# Combined FY2é ® Air india has publicy

fosses ofair Indiaand  soughtthe reparted

&ir India Express $1.5-bn kunding - shareholder

mare than doubled in theform af funding

to 32-33 bn fresh aquity requests
since 2022

—

through,” one of the sources
sald. i ks seeking the funding
inthe form rrrlr(-:hq;'rrmhl,l;_lhr
two people sald. Disousslons
are onpoing and no decision
has been taken on the request,
they added. Air India and Tata
Sons did not respond to
Revters II.‘l.II.IE'H L3 |.1'|I: cofkment

Singapore Aitlines, which
aiwiias aroiind 250 af A India,
sald it vasworking doselywith
Tata 5ons tosuppont Al [ndia’s
transformation programme,
but declingd to comment an
the aidines finances,

Its fund|ng request comas
as Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran prepares to
step down mn February fallow-

F__ _mm —

ing months of disagreements
with the group's controlling
charitable I'nl:rf,[mrrl:( overAr
Indlia'slosses. Chamdraselaran
hassaid Air Indga's tumaroumd
could take up to a decade, dit-
ing persistent supply -chain
disruptions and the need to
overhaul the airline's legacy
systems, ol ture and fleet,
Airlndia has ""“"Bh' toidefer
deitveres of hundred sofjets on
onder from Alrlxes and Bosngas
T'ata presses the carrier to cut
costy and reduce oo kses,
Reuters reported earlier this
veat “Adr Indh is expected to
continue requiningcapital infu
sions in the coming years,” one
af the sotimes sad —REUTERS
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Downpour in Delhi-NCR derails flights, traffic

Commuters wade through the waterlogged Zakhira
railway underpass following rainfall, in New Delhi on
Monday

-PT1

PTI
NEW DELHI

Heavy showers in many parts
of north India on Monday trig-
gered flight diversion, water-
logging and massive traffic
disruption, especially in the
the Delhi-NCR region, which
received the bulk of the rain-
fall.

Parts of Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh received rains during
the day as well.

Traffic snarls were the

worst in Gurugram where

parents carrying children on
their shoulders were seen
wading through flooded roads
to get to school buses and
vehicles were seen stuck on
waterlogged roads.

The downpour caused
waterlogging in Narsinghpur,
Hero Honda Chowk, Rajiv
Chowlk, [IFFCO Chowk and
several areas of old
Gurugram. Vehicles were
stuck in water around Rajiv
Chowl, while school buses
and ambulances were also
caught in waterlogging on
Sohna Road.

The district administration
said Gurugram received 70
mm of rainfall by 1:30 pm. Key
areas including Rajiv Chowlk,
IFFCO Chowk, Railway Road,
Sector 5, Old Delhi Road,
Mehrauli Road and Basai
Road were heavily affected.
Naharpur underpass was also
waterlogged.

In Delhi, too, several key
stretches, including parts of
Lutyens' Delhi, Mathura Road,
Connaught Place, Bhairon
Marg, ITO and the Zakhira
underpass, were waterlogged.

‘Waist-deep water, bumper-

to-bumper traffic and life
brought to a standstill marked
the day's heavy downpour, as
gusty winds and showers
lashed the national Capital,
with a few areas recording
almost 67 mm of rain.

Videos shared on social
media showed at least a dozen
students waded through
waist-deep water in Sangam
Vihar. Residents in Sadar
Bazar were also forced to
wade through waist-deep
water after rainwater
accumulated in the Old Delhi
area.
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DGCA may mandate
drug tests on all pilots

Neha LM Tripathi

letteridsndutantimes.com

MNEW DELHE The government s
currently mulling random drug
tests for all pilots. civil aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu said
on Tuesday, articulating a pro-
posal first reported by HT on
Aungust 170

“DGCA (Direciorate General of
Civil Aviation) is having stake-
holdier comsultations right now on
witat the regulation ssys today and
how we ensure there is a strict
poticy around this (drug tests for
pilots) in the future,” Noido said.

The cwETent requirement is for
an airline to randomby test 105 of
its pilots in a year.

“There are multiple ways of
approaching this dope test. So
right mow, the rule says 10%
across the overall pilot network
bart DGCA is engaging (with air-
lines) and one of the opinions
from our side is that everyone has

o go throagh it once a year. ran-
domly.” the minister said.

The move comes after two Adr
Inedia pilots failed & preliminary
drug test post flight after the air-
Enevoluntarily began asking all its
pilots toundergo drg tests from
Angust 13 This came afier its piloe-
in-command on an August 4 Fhus-
krt-Dielthi fight that lost altitude
suddenly, likely due to technical
protiems. failed both & prelimi-
mary and a confirmatony drug test.

The minister said that the gov-
crnment will assess the potential
consequences of testing all pilogs,
including on flight operations.

“We have to see how all the
stakeholders are going to respond
to this becanse ane is the safety
aspect. and the second thing i the
operational impact ; we are going
w0 halance both,” Nuidu said.

The minister also said that
apart from Air India, other air-
lines had also started testing all
their pilots.
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AIR INDIA SEEKS
$1.5 BN FROM TATA,
SIA AMID LOSSES

Reuters

feediback@ bvemint com

NEW DELHE: Air India is secking
about £1.5 billion in fresh equity
from its owners Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, months after
the Indian airline posted a
tecord anmual boss, two people
familiar with the matter said.

It would be one of Air India’s
largest publicly ’Funrd
requiests for shareholder fomd
since Tata took control of the
tormer state-owned carrier in
22 1t highlights the challenges
facing the airline as i undergoes
a multi-billion-dallar revamp,
including the refurbishment of
its existing fleet. The carmier and
its bderet unit Air India Express
posted combined losses of 5233
billion in the fiscal year ended
March, more than double the
pricr year's bosses,

It is seeking the funding in the
form of fresh equity, the two
people said. Discussions are
ongoing and no decision has
been taken on the request, they
added_ declining to be named as
they werne not authorised o dis-
cuss the matter publicly.

Air India and Tata Sons did
not respond to Reuters requests
for comment.
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IndiGo set to launch
Gaya-Bangkok direct

flight from Oct 26

Ruchir Kumar

ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA : Bihar will get a new
international air link with
IndiGo set to launch a non-stop
Gaya-Bangkok service from
October 26, strengthening con-
nectivity between Bodh Gaya
and Southeast Asia under state
government’s international des-
tination policy, officials said on
Monday. The twice-weekly ser-
vice, operating on Mondays and
Thursdays, is expected to boost
Buddhist tourism and provide
travellers from Bihar with direct
access to Thailand and onward
connections to several destina-
tions across Southeast Asia.
“The Bangkok-Gaya flight (6E
1084) will depart Bangkok at
10.15 am and arrive in Gaya at
12.15 pm. The return Gaya-Bang-
kok service (6E 1083) will leave
Gaya at 115 pm and reach Bang-
kok at 5.50 pm. IndiGo will oper-
ate the route with an Airbus
A320," said Kumud Ranjan of
Patna-based International Air
Transport Association -approved
Mamta Travels & Caterers.
“The international destination
policy is our endeavour to take
Bihar beyond its traditional
boundaries and directly connect

the state with the world,” said
Nilesh Ramchandra Deore, sec-
retary, Bihar civil aviation
department. “By creating direct
international air connectivity
from Gaya and Patna, we aim to
make Bihar more accessible to
global tourists, particularly pil-
grims and travellers visiting our
rich Buddhist, spiritual and cul-
tural heritage,” Deore added.

From Bangkok, travellers
from Gaya will have onward
connectivity to destinations
including Singapore, Kuala
Lumpur, Manila, Bali and Jak-
arta, besides wider networks
across Indonesia, Vietnam and
Cambodia.

The IndiGo-Garuda Indonesia
partnership further expands the
potential network, offering
access to 17 destinations in Indo-
nesia through key gateways
including Singapore, Bangkok,
Jakarta and Bali, said a govern-
ment statement.

Officials said the Gaya-Bang-
kok link could therefore serve
not only Thai-bound passengers
but also Buddhist pilgrims and
tourists travelling across the
wider Southeast Asian circuit,
while offering onward interna-
tional connectivity to destina-
tions including Australia.
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Air passengers disappointed over
decision to shelve Parandur project

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Many air passengers, who
were looking forward to a
better-maintained airport
and improved connectivi-
ty, were left utterly disap-
pointed with Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay
announcing that the go-
vernment would drop the
Parandur airport project.
Dheeraj S., a frequent
flyer, said the experience
at the Chennai airport was
underwhelming compared
to airports such as Benga-
luru or Hyderabad. The air-
port also lacked direct con-
nectivity to the U.S., many
cities in Europe, or even
Vietnam, forcing people to
go to other airports to take
a flight to these destina-
tions, he added. He said
there were a lot of expecta-
tions in the last couple of
years for the Parandur air-

port, since many of the is-
sues that passengers face
may not exist at the new
airport. Now that it has
been scrapped, air passen-
gers were irked they will
have to wait another five or
seven years at least for a se-
cond airport, he added.

Sathish G., another fre-
quent flyer, said this was a
setback to the city. “If the
government is looking for a
new location, how long
will it take to finalise and
start building the airport?
Every location is bound to
have its own set of draw-
backs. What if the new site
too draws objections and
concerns? How long can
the people of Chennai be
kept waiting for a second
airport?” he asked.

Mr. Dheeraj also said the
State risked losing out on
the economic impact, flur-
ry of industrial activity,
and, of course, employ-

ment generation that a
new airport drew for a city.

Social media too was
abuzz, with many feeling
that it was not the right de-
cision.

Economic growth

P. Ravichandran, Chair-
man, CII-Southern Region,
in a statement, said an air-
port was far more than a
piece of transport infras-
tructure; for a capital city
and economic powerhouse
such as Chennai, it was a
strategic enabler of eco-
nomic growth, global com-
petitiveness, trade, tou-
rism, investment, and job
creation.

The foremost priority
must be to work collabora-
tively with all stakeholders
to significantly enhance
the capacity, efficiency,
and passenger experience
at the Chennai Internation-
al Airport, the CII said.

“Chennai’s rapidly ex-
panding industrial, manu-
facturing, logistics, and
services sectors require a
second airport to sustain
long-term economic
growth and attract future
investments. In light of the
decision to move away
from the Parandur airport
project, it is critical that
the government swiftly
identify, evaluate, and h-
nalise an alternative site
based on technical, envi-
ronmental, and economic
considerations,” the state-
ment said.

Once selected, the pro-
ject must be given high
priority and carried out
with urgency to prevent
delays, which will ensure
Chennai retains its com-
petitive advantage among
India’s leading industrial
and investment destina-
tions, the CII statement ad-
ded.
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DGCA considers annual
drug testing of all pilots
after Air India incident

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, Auguse 25

AMID DGCA-LED stakeholder
consultations over stren-
gthening drug testing of pilots,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
{MoCA) has sugpested that all
pilots should undergoe a dope
est once a year, against thecur-
rent regularion that requires
10%6of the pllots to undergoran-
dom testing annually, Civil Avi-
ation Minister K Rammohan
Naldu said Tuesday.

Naidu's comments follow
the positive drug test result of
thecapiain ofan Air India Phu-
ket-Delhi flight involved in a
sudden altitude-drop incident
on August 4. The pilot tested
positive for marijuana, it is
learnt. Following the pilot’s
positive dope test, the AirIndia
group has initlated a manda-
tory one-time testing of all ofits
5.000-odd pllots.

Accordingtosources, while
the DGCA was already in the
process of revising the regula-
tions pertaining to testing of
aviation personnel for psycho-
active substances, the incident
has led to calls for more strin-
gent drug testing protocol and
stricter disciplinary action in
proven instancesof dnig abusa.
Earlier this month, pilot group-
ing Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP} urged the DGCA to ex-
pand the annual mandatory
testing to 25% of the pilots from
the current 10%.

“So right now, the rule says
10% (of pilots are to be tested)
acrossthe overall pilot network
but just like [said, DGCA isen-
gaging (with stakeholdersjand
one of the opinions from our

* FLIGHT SAFETY

THE DGCA was alreadyin tha
process of revising the regula-
tions pertaining to testing of avi-
ation parsonnel for psychoactive
substances

THE AIR India incident has led to
calls for more stringent drug test-
ing protocol and stricter disciplin-
ary action in proven instances of
drugabuse

EARLIER THIS manth, pilot
grouping Federation of Indjan
Pllots (FIF) urged the DGCA to
oxpand the annual mandatory
testing to 25% of the pilots from
the current 10°%

side is that everyone has to go
through it in the year at a ran-
dom time,” Naidu told re-
porters onthe sidelinesof anin-
dustry event.

"We have to see how all the
stakeholders are going to re-
spond tothisbecause one isthe
safetyaspect of it. .and the sac-
ond thing isthe operational im-
pact. That also has to be taken
into consideration. So we are
going to balance both,” the
minister added.

As per the DGCA Civil Avi-
ation Requirements (CAR)on
testing for psychoactive sub-
stances, random dopetests on
10% of the flight crew, other pi-
lots, and air traffic controllers
are mandatory each year.
Apart from the routine random
testing, these tests are also
usually done after a safety-re-
lated incident, as is the case
with the recent one Involving

an Alr India plane.

The Air India Airbus A320
aircrafi — VT-EXO— operating
aflight from Phuket to Delhi on
Aupust 4 encountered a
sudden altitude drop of about
300 feet and caused injuriesto
20 passengers and four cabin
crew members, and 17 of the 24
had tobe hospitalised. The air-
craft had 137 passengers, six
cabin crew members, and two
pilots on board. The incident
was classified as a serious inci-
dentand isunder investigation
by the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AATB). The
preliminary investigation re-
port is expected soon, acoord-
tng to Naldu.

The government and the
airline had initially artributed
the incident to severs turbu-
lence. Conduct of the pilots is
alsounder scanner, particulardy
in view of the pilot-in-com-
mand resting for marijuana, as
per sources. Moreover, the Air-
bus A320 jet Is also leamt to
have faced multiple snags with
the aircraft’s hydraulic and con-
trol systems in quick succes-
sion at the time of the incident,
which is belng investigated by
the AATR a8 a possible causa.

In the current DGCA CAR
ontesting for psychoactive sub-
stances, pilots and air traffic
controllers are seen as the pri-
mary focus segments. But the
rules alsoextend tothe broader
rangeofaviation personnelen-
gaged in safety-sensitive func-
tions, like aircraft malntenance
engineers and certifying staff,
trainee pilots, and Instructors
and examiners.

FULL REFORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXFRESS.COM
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Air India seeks $1.5bn from
owners Tata, Singapore Air

New Delhi: Air India ks seeking
about SL5 billion in fresh equity
from its owners Tata Sons and
Singapore Alrlines, months
after the second-largest Indian
airine posted a record annual
loss, two people familiarwith
the matier told Reuters.

Irwould be oneof AirIndia's
largest publicly reported re-
quests for  shareholder
funding since Tata took control
of the former state-owned car-

rier in 2022. It highlights the
challenges facing the alrine asit
underpoes a multi-hillion-dollat
revamp, indudingthe refirbish-
ment of its existing fleet.

The carrier and its budget
unit Air India Express posted
combined losses of 8233 billion
in the fiscal vear ended March,
more than double the priot
year's losses. The losses have
alsoweighed on Singapore Alr-
lines” profits. REUTERS
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Govt weighs annual random
drug tests for all airline pilots

If testing is expanded, India will be the world's first country to have such a rule
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GOVT PLANS TO EXPAND SERVICE PPl COVERAGE

Air passenger service prices record 32%
inflation, railways at 3.5% in June quarter

MPOST BUREAU
New Delli, August 24

Air passenger service
prices rose nearly 32 per
cent year-on-year in the
June quarter, marking the
sharpest increase among
the seven major services
covered in the govern-
ment’s latest Service Pro-
ducer Price Index (PPI)
data released on Monday.

The Commerce and

Indus Iry’s pro-
vismngiy Semce PP! fig-

ures for the first quarter
of 2026-27 cover banking,
securities transactions,

insurance, pension fund
management, railways,
air passenger services and
telecom. The indices have
2022-23 as their base vear.

According to the data,
the Air (Passenger) Ser-
vice Price Index recorded
annual inflation of 31.94
per cent in the June quar-
ter. A sequential com-
parison is not available
because the price refer-
ence period for air passen-
ger services is the 2025-26
financial year.

Railway passenger ser-
vice prices  CONTINUED ON P&

» Banking Service Contribution
inflation rose to 6.90% from 3.30%

» Banking Service Price Index reconded
3.35% deflation in June quarter
» Securities transaction services

saw 1.32% deflation against
0.55% inflation earlier

» Pension fund services

recorded 5.20% inflation,
reversing 0.76% deflation

» Insurance service inflation

rose to 0.98% from 0.68%

» Telecom service inflation

eased to 0.72% from 0.99%

Alr passenger

increased 3.50 per cent
annually during the quar-
ter, unchanged from the rate
recorded in the March quarter
of 2025-26.

The banking sector showed
mixed movements across the

two bankingrelated measures.
Inflation in the Banking Service
Contribution sector increased to
6.90 per cent in the June quarter
from 3.30 per cent in the previ-
ous guarter. At the same time,
the Banking Service Price Index
recnrdednfeﬂauun of 3.35 per
cent, compared with deflation
of 410 per cent in the March
quarter.

The Securities Transac-
tion Service Price Index also
remained in deflation, with
prices declining 1.32 per cent
annually against inflation of 0.55
per cent in the March quarter.

Pension fund management
services recorded inflation of
5.20 per cent in the June quar-
ter, compared with deflation
of 0.76 per cent in the previ-
ous quarter. Insurance service
prices rose 0.98 per cent, up
from (.68 per cent, while tele-
com prices increased 0.72 per
cent, compared with 0.99 per
cent in March.

The povernment also
released final Service PPI esti-
mates for the March quarter
of 2025-26. The index tracks
ch s in the average prices
reca;I:g:d by prcducersg fq:lFrI pro-
viding services,

The Centre plans to expand
the coverage of Service PP1
to include more services. It
released its first PPI data for
both goods and services in June
as part of a broader move to
improve measurement of price
changes at the producer level.

The new Erimework is also

ed to support a grad-
shift away ﬁgpn?whulgsnale
price index (WPI}-based infla-
tion numbers over the next five
years. The move follows recom-
mendations of a working group
headed by former NITI Aayog
member Ramesh Chand.

The panel, formed on Decem-
ber 30, 2024, was tasked with
revising the WPI base year from
2011412 to 2022-23 and develop-
ing the PPI with 2022-23 as its
hase year.

In its report submitted in
April, Chand said PP, cover-
ing Output PPI for goods and
Services PP, offers a more suit-
able measure of price changes
from the producer’s perspec-
tive and can support National
Accounts and GDP compila-
tion, including estimates of real
value addition.
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Govt wants all pilots to undergo
dope tests: Civil aviation minister

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naldu on
Tuesday said that the government plans to
carry out psychoactive substance screening
tests on all pilots on a random basis
throughout the year to ensure safety. Naidu
caid that the present regulations permit
testing of 10% of pilots on a random basis.
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Air passenger service prices surge 32% in June quarter

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Air passenger service prices
saw a 32 per cent annual
inflation in the june quarter,
recording the highest rate of
price rise among the seven
major services for which the
inflation data was released
on Monday.

The Government on
Monday released the provi-
sional Service Producer Price
Indices (PP1) for the first
quarter of financial year 2026-
27, of seven services —
Banking, Securities
Transaction, Insurance,
Management of Pension
Funds, Railways, Air

(Passenger), and Telecom with
base year 2022-23.

The data also provide the
final estimates for inflation in
Service PPl for the March
gquarter of 2025-26 fiscal.
Service PPl measures the
change in the average prices
received by producers on
production of a service.

Asperthe data released by
the Commerce and Industry
Ministry, inflation in Air
(Passenger] Service Price Index
rose 31.94 per cent YoY. There
is no sequential inflation data
as the price reference period
for this sector has been taken
as the 2025-26 fiscal.

Annual inflation in the

railway passenger service
price index rose 3.50 per cent
during the June quarter of the
current fiscal year, which is
the same rate as in the March
quarter of FY26.

Inflation in the Banking
Service Contribution sector
was 6.90 per cent in Q1 of
FY27, against 3.30 per centin
Q4 of FY26.

The Banking Service Price
Index and the Securities
Transaction Service Price
Index saw a deflation of 3.35
per cent and 1.32 per cent,
respectively, in the JUNE
quarter. This compares to a
deflation of 4.10 per cent and
an inflation of 0.55 per centin
the previous March quarter.
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Air turbulence more frequent and
violent in warming planet

Turbulence avoidance is an important topic for research, and there are enough studies on North Atlantic and
North Pacific routes. The relatively bump-free air experiences in future would need actionable forecasts using
data on atmospheric information from many sources and artificial intelligence

While cruising through
the clear sky, Air India
flight Al2379 suddenly
dropped 300 feet aver
the Indian airspace over
the Bay of Bengal and
Odisha on 4th August,
and the turbulence
injured 24 persons,
including four crew
members on board. Pilot
in command (PIC) is
BK found to have failed a
=3 dope test twice. Sources
SINGH saigemat he consumed
marijuana and, for ‘high'
behaviour on the flight, crew members have com-
plained against him. The co-pilot steadied the aircraftand
landed at the destination, Delhi. PIC has to face an enguiry
under DGCA rules. The inddentis alarming, and DGCA has
made dope test rules more stringent for the safety of pas-
sengers in the air. The process of detecting consumption
of psychoactive substances is difficult to find in breath
analyser tests. Frequent random dope tests are the only
answer. Marijuana’s legal availability adds to the worries
of airlines.

The aircraft is reported to have encountered air turbu-
lence, leading to a few failures during the fall. The flight
suffered triple hydraulic failure for a few seconds, which
Is rare. This system uses a fluid under pressure to drive
machinery or move mechanical components to power
critical elements like wheel brakes, nose wheel steering,
landing gear retraction/extension, and flight control sur-
faces. Autopilotis also reported to have remained disen-
gaged twice in that brief period.

The aircralt has also encountered negative G, for which
pilots and crew could have been trained to handle, but
not the passengers. DGCA's enquiry would reveal the
extent to which the impact of the incident was avoidable,
but let me examine in this piece how the warming planet
would cause more serious bumps in air travel on some
routes. There are two types of turbulence. One is convec-
tive turbulence, which is displayed by airbome weather
radar, and the pilot has time o change the course, and
the other is clear-air turbulence (CAT) generated by jet
streams (narrow and fas-moving rivers of high-altitude
winds) that are invisible to radar.

As the Indian sub-continent heats up from April till mid-
june, moisture-laden air from the sea surface is moved
up high in the atmosphere, forming cumulenimbus clouds
stretching from a few thousand to 50,000 feet, influenc-

ing the movement of passenger jets. With the rise in tem-
perature, more water evaporates from the sea surfaces,
forming more intense clouds. Inside these clouds are light-
ning and hail, often forming a chain of cells, and pilots
call the chain a squall line. The convective turbulence is
thus captured by radar and visible on the cockpit screen.
CAT, however, occurs above 15,000 feet due to sharp dif-
ferences in the speed and direction of jet streams
between adjacent layers, creating violent wind shear. Also,
where fast and slow currents interact, eddies and
whirlpools develop, and the aircralt encounters them in
the sky. Scientific studies have found that climate change
is increasing the temperature difference between
tropical and polar air masses, causing the collision of the
two at that altitude. It destabilises the jet stream, result-
ing in more turbulence. It is clear-air turbulence taking
place without any cloud in the sky, and the pilots do not
get any indication. The jet stream shear and the result-
ing turbulence do not show any sign on the cockpit screen,
and can only be known from the bulletins issued by
Significant Meteorological Information bulletins, which
are issued to notify areas that are likely to be affected by
jet stream turbulence.

The jet stream is a mid-latitude phenomenon and can
impact the region in North India. It is a matter of enquiry
whether the pilot missed the signal and failed to change
the course, The turbulence recorded over the sea and
in peninsular India is generally of the convective type.
Sometimes even convective turbulence is not record-
ed on radar and gives no signal on the cockpit screen.
It happens when fast-growing cells do not pick up
enough moisture and fail to show on radar. This can
happen during nights, especially when the aircraft flies
in and out of the cloud.

How does climate change influence turbulence? First
of all, it does notimpact the atmosphere above all regions
uniformly. It is because the jet stream shear has varying
magnitude and direction across the regions. Across North
Atlantic and North Pacific aviation routes, the wind shear

THERE ARE TWO
TYPES OF
TURBULENCE. ONE 15
CONVECTIVE
TURBULENCE,
WHICH IS DISPLAYED
BY AIRBORNE
WEATHER RADAR,

AND THE PILOT HAS
TIME TO CHANGE
THE COURSE, AND

THE OTHER IS
CLEAR-AIR

TURBULENCE (CAT)

GENERATED BY JET

STREAMS (NARROW
AND FAST-MOVING

RIVERS OF HIGH-
ALTITUDE WINDS)
THAT ARE INVISIBLE
TO RADAR

The writer [s Retired Head of Forest
Force, Karmataka, and teaches
Economics at Kamataka
Forest Academy

is substantial due to climate change, and the aircraft encoun-
ters relatively high turbulence. Also, the routes over the
mountains such as the Alps, Rockies, Andes and Himalayas find
strong winds forced over high terrain, making it more turbu-
lent, and flights experience frequent and intense bumps.

The warming planet makes even convective turbulence mare
intense in tropical regions. Powerful thunderstorms may
intensify due to high energy and more moisture pumped into
the atmosphere from warmer sea surfaces. Though it can be
visualised by the pilots in the cockpit and also confirmed on
the screen and becomes unavoidable, the passengers have to
face a bumpier flight, and the injuries can be avoided only when
everyone has fastened their seat belts.

Turbulence avoidance is an important topic for research, and
there are enough studies on North Atlantic and North Pacific
routes. The relatively bump-free air experiences in future would
need actionable forecasts using data on atmospheric informa-
tion from many sources and artificial intelligence. A company
known as 'SkyPath’ is leading the studies, which integrates data
from weather forecasts, satellite observations and aircraft mea-
surements to understand and identify the regions which arefare
likely to be impacted by turbulence. Airfines and travellers would
benefit from this. Airlines can certainly use the results in opti-
mising flight paths and minimising operational costs. The results
would also be useful in working out passengers' comfort.

The airspace in the Indian sub-continent is guite critical for
similar studies. The physical mechanisms causing turbulence
in Indian airspace have not been studied in detail. Aviation
research must focus on the region. Indian airspace faces many
turbulence-generating processes: mid-latirude clear-sky jet
stream shears in North India, Himalayan mountain ranges and
intense tropical convective turbulence.

Convective turbulence during late summer and monsoon
season in the tropical region of India is a serious concemn for
our airspace. Deep thunderstorms produce powerful updrafts
and downdrafts. As the warmer climate holds more moisture
and energy, the convective system intensifies. Further, jet streams
and wind shear are also impacted by large-scale monsoon wind
circulation systems. More data from flight operations in Indian
airspace and climate simulations need to be studied using Al
to quantify the intensity. It will help airlines to minimise their
operational costs and choose optimum fight paths.

Air turbulence is the reality of the warming planet, and it must
be recognised. The physical mechanisms that are enhancing
the impacts and the physics behind its generation must
be clearly understood. More studies and research are needed
for the complete understanding of the mechanism and accu-
rate forecasting.

The August 4th, Air India flight Al2379, after a mid-air scare
due to the turbulence, landed at the destination safely. The pas-
sengers were terrified. Some of them experienced it for the first
time and must have been caught off-guard when the aircraft
suddenly lost 300 feet of altitude. It is necessary to understand
that aircraft are built to withstand far more severe shocks than
what turbulence can produce. The wings are subjected to loads
fargreater than what is produced by turbulence. During testing,
the wings are subjected to several feet of bend to ensure that
the structure has sufficient safety margin. The structural limits
are tested before it is certified to be airworthy and can carry
passengers. The greatest risk is the injury to unsecured people
who can be thrown around the cabin and struck by loose objects.
Passengers must secure themselves throughout the flight by
fastening seat belts. Even when seat-belt signs are switched off,
itis wiser to keep them loosely fastened.
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DGCA MULLS
YEAR-ROUND
DRUG TESTS
FOR PILOTS

ASHOKE RAJ W New Delhi

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
is considering a proposal to
subject all commercial pilots
to random psychoactive sub-
stance testing throughout
the year, as part of efforts to
strengthen aviation safety
standards.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu (]

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said on
Tuesday that the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is consulting airlines,
pilot bodies and other stake-
holders on possible changes
to the existing drug-testing
framework.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

DGCA mulls year-round
drug tests for pilots

At present, regulations require random psy-
choactive substance tests to be conducted on
10% of pilots and air traffic controllers, among
other aviation personnel, each year. The min-
istry is now examining whether testing should
instead cover all commercial pilots through
random checks conducted at different times
during the year.

“There are multiple ways of approaching this
dope test,” Naidu said while speaking to

reporters on the sidelines of an event in New
Delhi. He added that the DGCA was seeking the
views of stakeholders before deciding on any
changes to the current system.

The issue has gained renewed attention fol-
lowing an incident involving an Air India
flight operating from Phuket to Delhi. The
captain of the flight subsequently tested pos-
itive for marijuana after the aircraft experi-
enced a sudden loss of altitude during its
journey.

India has more than 12,000 pilots working
across commercial airlines, making the scope
and frequency of any expanded testing pro-
gramme a significant consideration for the avi-
ation sector.

The Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP) had
earlier called for tighter testing measures. On
August 18, the pilots’ body asked the DGCA to
consider oral-fluid testing as an additional
screening method alongside the existing
urine-based procedure. It also recommended
raising the proportion of randomly tested pilots
and other personnel from 10% to 25%.

Air India and Air India Express have separate-
ly introduced mandatory psychoactive sub-
stance testing for all their pilots following the
Phuket-Delhi incident.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) is investigating the August 4 incident in
accordance with Annex 13 of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ), which sets
out international standards and procedures for
aircraft accident and incident investigations.

The flight, Al2379, was operated by an Airbus
A320 registered as VT-EXO. During the cruise
phase, the aircraft suddenly lost around 300
feet of altitude before stabilising. It later
landed safely in Delhi.

The DGCA's stakeholder consultations are
expected to help determine whether India’s
existing testing requirements should be
expanded and whether a more comprehensive,
year-round random testing system should be
introduced for commercial pilots.

26 AUGUST 2026
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Al flight bird hit

B PATNA: An Alr India flight
from Delhi with 164 pas-
sengers on board suffered
a bird hit while landing at
Patna alrport on Monday
morning, an official satd.
All passengers were fine,
he said. A runway inspec-
tion was conducted after
the incident. rm
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Al flight carrying
164 passengers
suffers bird hit
A Delhi-Patna Alr India

£\ flight carrying 164 pas-

sengers was hit by a bird
while approaching Patna
airport on Monday morn-
ing. The aircraft landed
safely and subsequent in-
spection found no engine
damage. Flight AI1741
landed at Jayprakash Na-
rayan International Alr-
port at 7.43am. Alrport offl-
clals said the pilot suspect-
ed a bird strike near the air-
craft’s right-side turbine
while approaching the
FUNWAY. TNN
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Air India seeks $1.5bn from
owners Tata, Singapore Air

Request Underscores Multiple Challenges Facing Airline

Times News NeTwork

New Delhl/Mumbal: AirIn-
dia has returned to its share-
holders for $1.5 billion, more
than a year after Tata Sons
halted fresh equity injections
Intothe aidine, as its turnaro-
und proves costlier and slo-
wer than initially envisaged.
The amount, reported by Reu-
ters, would rank among the
largest shareholder funding
exercises since Tata Group re-
gained control of the former
state carrier in 2021

Air India needs capital,
but the $1.5 billion will be in-
Jjected in phases, people fami-
liar with the matter said. Co-
owner Singapore Alfdines
will contribute its 25% share
Tata Sons had paused additio-
nal equity support in the year
to March 2026,

Its investment in Alr India
stood unchanged at Rs 22, 618
crore in the FY2026 report, the
same level as a year earlier —
indicating no fresh equity
was Infused during the year.

Alr India's funding requi-

» Air India has been the worst-
hit Indian carrier from the
closure of Pakistani airspace
since last April

> It reported a
loss of 222,238
crore in FY2026,
more than double
the previous year's deficit

» Tata Sons had paused
additional equity support in the

L bt |
Jited

year to March 2026
» If granted, the amount would
rank among the largest
shareholder funding
eXErCises since
Tatas regained
control of former
| state carrierin 2021

» The airline needs capital, but
the $1.5 billion will be injected
in phases

rements were discussed at Ta-
ta Sons board meeting in Ju-
ne, chaired by N Chandrase-
karan, the people said. The
talks came againstabackdrop
of mounting losses and rising
capital needs as the airine ex-
ecutes a4 multi-year transfor-
mation programme.

Alr India reported a loss
of Rs 22,238 crore in FY2026,
more than double the previo-
us yvear's deficit and the lar-
west among Tata Group com-
panies. With Tata Sons hol-
ding itsequity exposureflat in
FY2026, AlrIndialikely relied

on borrowings and other fun-
ding arrangements while ma-
nagement assessed the scale
of shareholder support still
required. The $1.5 billion ask
sugpests those resources are
no longer sufficient for the
next phase of Investment. Alir
Indiaand Tata Sonsdid not re-
spond toqueries.

The equity capital request
comes as Chandrasekaran
prepares to step down as cha-
irman in Feb 2027, after
months of disagreements
with controlling shareholder
Tata Trusts chairman Noel

Tata, partly over Air India’s
mounting losses,

At the May Tata Sons bo-
ard meeting, which Noel Tata
attended, former Air India
chief executive Campbell Wil-
son presented a turnaround
strategy, capital expenditure
plan and the equity infusion
needed tofund operationsand
fleet expansion, the people sa-
id. Chandrasekaran, in the
FY2026 report, said Air Indi-
a's turnaround could take up
to a decade, citing yearslong
supply-chain disruptions, the
need to overhaul the aidine’s
legacy systems, culture and
fleet, and the task of building
alarge cadre of technical and
airfine professionals. Alr In-
dia has sought to defer delive-
ries of hundreds of jets onor-
derfrom Airbusand Boeingto
curblosses,

Aljr India has been the
worst-hit Indian carrler from
the closure of Pakistani air-
space since last April, given
the volume of flights it runs
west from its Delhi hub —
from UAE to North America.
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AviationMinistry
mullsrandomdrug
testsforall pilots

NEWDELHI, AUGUST 25

The Civil Aviation Ministry is
looking at the possibility of
carrying out  psychoactive
substance tests for all com-
mercial pilots round the year
on arandom basis.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on Tues-
day said the Directormte Gen-
enl of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
wis holding discussions with
stakeholders on  further
strengthening the dmig-test-
ing standards of pilots,

“Right now, the niles say 10
per cent (drug tests) across the
overall pilot network, but the
DGCA s enpaping with stake-
holders. One of the opinions
from our side s that everyone
has to go through drug tests
the whole vear at a mndom
time,"” the minister sad.

The issue of possible sub-
stance use by pilots has
come under spotlight after
the captain of a Phuket-Del-
hi Air India flight, involved
in a sudden altitude loss
incident, was tested positive
for manjuana,

Cumrently, drupg tests for
pilots are done on a random
basis. Under DGCA's present
Civil Aviation Requirements
{CAR), mndom tests for psy-
choactive substances have to
be done for 10 per cent of
pilots and ar trmaffic con-
trollers, among others, annii-
ally — PTI
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