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Watchdog plans balanced
norms for major airports

—
Press Trust of India
Mew Delhi

The Airports Economic Reg-
ulatory Authority (AERA) is
planning to put in place a uni-
form, balanced and tariff-
linked performance stand-
ards framework for major
airports that will provide in-
centives  for  improved
seTvices.

DRAFT FRAMEWORK
After 8 detailed study that
covered a raft of aspects, in-
cluding existing service qual-
ity requirements and global
frameworks, AERA has pre-
pared a draft framework for
performance  standards  at
major airports in the country.
The framework will have
32 phjective parameters, in-
cluding those pertaining to
airport operations, and 18

subjective parameters, such

ose related to the quality
and relishility of passenger
feedback.

Major girports  handle
more than 1.5 million pas-
sengers annually,

Currently, there are more
than 160 operational airports
in India, sl'Pl'fich is Dncuguth.c
world's fastest-growing civil
aviation markets, and the
government has ambitious
plans to have 200 more air-
ports in the next two
decades.

AERA has come out with
the draft consultation paper
on ‘Formulation of OTIm-
ance Standards of Major Air-
ports relating to Quality,
Contimuity and Reliability af
Service and Associated Activ-
ities', Comments from stake-
holders on the draft frame-
wark have been sought il
September 24,
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Aera plans to have
uniform performance
standards for airports

Airports regulator Alrports Economic Regu-
latory Authority (Aeta) plans to put in place a
uniform, balanced and tarifi-linked perform-
ance standards framework for major alrports
that will provide incentives for improved ser-
vices as well as rebates for non-compliance by
airport operators. After a detailed study that
coverad a raft of aspects, including existing
service quality reguirements and global
frameworks, the Aera has prepared a draft
framework for performance standards at
major airports inthe country, The framework
will have 32 objective parameters, including
those pertaining toairport operations, and 18
subjective parameters. PTI
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Delhi Airport Operator
Plans 31,000-crore NCD
Raise to Refinance Debt

repo rate, and
Shilpy Sinha I:IAL willuse theissuerisal-
the proceeds so considering
Mumbai: GMR-owned Delhi primarilyfor adding anot-
International Airport (DIAL), refinancing her reset at the

the operator of India’s busiest existing 10-year mark,

aviation hub, plans to raise obligations, DIAL will use
21,000 crore through a sale of spurcessaid the proceeds
non-convertible debentures primarily for

(NCDs) to refinance existing refinaneing existing obliga-
borrowings, people familiar tions,thepeoplesaid. Airports
with the plans told ET. have been active issuers in the
The bonds will be listed, ra- rupee bond market, taking ad-
ted, redeemable and unsecu- wvantage of relatively stable in-
red and carrv rating of AA vestor appetite for long-dated
from CARE Ratings or ICRA, infrastructure paper
said the people cited above., DIAL has bullet repayments
Axis Bank, Barclays and De- due in October 2026 of 73,494
utsche Bank are the arrangers crore, June 2027 of 1,000 crore
for the issue. The 15-yvear de- and June 2029 of 23,500 crore,
bentures will offeracouponof which exposes the operatorto
around 8.75% per annum, pay- refinancingrisk,aspera Care
able quarterly Theissue inclu- Ratings report. “However, gi-
des a call option at par after 60 wven the strong airport asset,
months, exercisable before past track record of refinan-
each redemption date. cing well in advance of matu-
Couponreset provisionshave rity date and financial flexibi-
been built in, with the first re- lity from residual concession
set scheduled at the end of the life alleviates the refinancing
fifth year at a spread over the risk,”theagency said.
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Cochin International Air-
port Limited is taking a si-
gnificant step towards re-
volutionising urban air tr-
avel by exploring the int-
egration of electric Vertical
Take-Off and Landing air-
craftino the region’s tra-
nsportation infrastructure,
Theinitiative, which ali-
gns with global shifts to-
wards more sustainable
aviation solutions, aims to
offer a faster, greener alt-
ernative o traditional forms
of urban mobility, The pr-
oposal to introduce fiving
taxisis being driven by co-
llaboration discussions with
Sarla Aviation, a pioneering
Bengaluru-hased company
inthe eVTOL sector.
SarlaAviation has intr-
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oduced "Shunva’, o cutti-
ng-edge eVTOL aircraft that
is set to become the first of
Its kind In India. The co-
mpany has expressed its
ambition to transform both
regional and urban air
maobility within Kerala,

CIAL, one of India’s lea-
ding airports in terms of
technoelogical advanc-
ements and sustainabil ity
initiatives, is exploring the
feasibility of establishing a
dedicated hub for these fl-
ying taxis.

Sarla Aviation’s vice—
president of business de-
velopment and strategy,
Payal Satish, highlighted the
advantages of eVTOLs in
her recent statements. She
noted that the future of
mability lies in such air taxi
services, especially in a state
like Kerala, which boasts a

thriving tourism sector and
well-established pilgrimage
routes. Satish emphasised
the role of flving taxis in
enhancing accessibility o
these destinations, cutting
travel time significantly and
offering a comfortable, ec-

offgrid

CIAL explores urban mobility with

o-friendlv mode of tran-
sport.
Theconversation surr-

ounding urban air mobility,

especially in India, is rap-
idly gaining traction. While
Aying taxis are already a
reality in several parts of

. [:‘
- F ~ .y -

L]

saria aviation

the world, such as in cities
like Dubal and Singapore,

Indiaisnow on the brink of

exploring this futuristic
form of transportation,
eVTOLs are designed to
take off and land vertically,
using electricity to power

Sarla Aviation
has introduced
'Shunya', a
cutting-edge
eVTOL aircraft
that is set to
become the first
of its kind in India

their engines, which pos-
itions them as a greener
alternative to traditional
helicopters.

Unlike helicopters, which
are typically large and ex-
pensive to operate, eVTOLs
are smaller, quieter, and
maore cost-effective. They
relv on batterv-powered
electric propulsion systems
that make them less har-
miful to the envimonment
and reduce noise pollu-

ying taxis

tinn—a kev adwantage in
densely populated urban
areas. This technological
advancement not only pr-
omises aleapin sustainable
transport but also opens the
door to rapid, on-demand
services that can connect
busy cities or remote reg-
ions with ease.

Sarla Aviation's Shurva
aircraft is designed with
these attributes in mind. It
is capable of carrying mu-
Itiple passengers over short
to medium distances atsp-
eeds similar to that of hel-
icopters but with lower
operational costs. One of
the primary benefits of
eVTOL aircraft lies in their
ability to reduce congestion
on traditional transpo-
rtation networks, offering a
viable alternative to cro-
wded roads and bridges.

For cities like Kochi, which
are grappling with the ch-
allenges of urban sprawl,
eVTOLs could provide a
much-needed solution to
traffic jams, cutting down
travel times and lowering
carbon emissions.

CIALs engagement with
Sarla Aviation marks the
beginning of a potential
new chapter in urban tra-
nsport. While the tech-
nology isstill in the dev-
elopmental stage, CIAL's
interest in flying taxis could
accelerate Kerala's push to-
wards a more sustainable
and efficient public tran-
sport ecosystem. If suce-
essful, thisinitiative could
also seta precedent for
other Indian states seeking
to integrate eco-friendly air
mobility solutions into their
transport infrastructure.
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A.P. govt. draws up plans to set up greenfield airports

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment has drawn up
plans to develop green-

field airports at Srikaku-
lam, Bhogapuram, Tu-

ni-Annavaram,

Tadepalligundem, On-
gole, Dagadarthi, Kup-
pam and Nagarjuna Sa-

gar. It also intends to
operationalise the
greenfield international
airport at Bhogapuram
and boost passenger
traffic at the existing air-

ports inthe State. The
government also pro-
poses a new greenfield
international airport at
Amaravati, the State
capital.



AIRF‘UH ISAUT HCIFHT Y {

‘!' !NL‘-‘l.ﬂu

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENWNIUM POST

DELHT

26 AUGUST 2025

SACHIN SHRIDHAR

THE WRITER 15 AN
EX-IPS OFFICER
AMND HEWRITES
REGULARLY OMN

FOLICY AND
ECOMNOMY

Societies where
queve-jumping
and jostling

are daily
behaviour, do
not collaborate
well, and show
a greater
propensity for
divisiveness—on
religion, region,
caste, political
affiliation etc.

The Anatomy of Everyday Disorder

From crooked airport queues to VIP temple poojas, the restless Indian impatience is reflective of a deep
cultural malaise characterised by regressive psychology. unfair privilege and want of resources, historically

few years ago, I met an Indian
friend—an  airing - station
manager—at an international

airport. Inevitshly, our conver-
sation turned to India and its quirks. With
a smile, he took me to o gallery overlook-
ing the departure hall, where passengers
were lined up at dosens of check-in coun-
ters. Pointing down, he said, “T can pre-
dict which one is the Air Indéa line” From
ahove, the quenes looked like streams of
dots. His guess was confirmed over the
wallcie-talkie: Air India. Puzzded. 1 looked
closer. Omly ane line was crooked, with
ssengers bunched tightly, almost climb-
E:g unE:-cr:auh oither. lnl.gm:!lirum-l. the Japan
Airlines quewe nearby was straight, orderly,
with ¢ spaced comifortably apart. With
a sigh, he explained, “ That's why our DrJhi
and Mumbai flights abways get the tarthest
gates. Airports worldwide know which
natinnalities will form crooked queues, so
they us away to preserve pesce.’
5}.t!c'l:'nm'f.'l:‘ll:-|:rl:'.a‘tj.t_;Ii:lrlr}|:|i.1:|g\.'1 ql.lj:lnx. stand-
ing in it peacefully, and waiting for your
iﬁn unF:.-: :ill?multu.ﬂ. Eﬂustwh;am
we, who rLnrr. in the land where we,
for things mundane und spiritual, doim to
have given a universal message of peace—
"0t Shanti™—so restess inreal life? Show-
ing paticnce in a quewe demonstrates
respect for the systern and rules. Societies
m.whifh people sg.and pai'u:mll_j' in quees

value fairness and consider the principle
of “first come, first served” to be fair and
riate. By this principle, when the
and the poor stand in the same line,
it reflects acceptance of egalitarian values.
On the contrary. breaking the queue is s
symbad of disorder and privilege which
flourishes in a socicty where wealth, fame,
position, of influence allows one to con-
sider themselves above common people
and to treat breaking the quene as nni‘sgﬁ
cency atall

In pur co hreaking the quens
by mpdu::nmi;}m gam?:l%.g ﬂ'bcqu
tem—whether st an airport or for colle
admission—is almost taken as a sagncs;l'
resourcefulness. To be able to game the
system through money, power, or connec-
tions is often Ejgga:drd'ns an index of ones
SMartness.

Mot queing is also a sign of distrust
of the system and a behaviour shaped by
a perceived lack of resowrces. 1t is a reflex
action born of @ mindset forged by decades
of shortages. This behaviour is found anby

Mot queuing is alse o sign of distrist of the system and o behaviour shaped by o pereelved lock of resoures

. SESIERIN Y SISIER ¥, g B SIS ISR TR L ESE S

in socicties with 2 history of scarcity, black
muarketing, or cormupt distribution systems.
It s not surprising, then, that in cur coun-
try, even when systems are in place. it is the
elite whi are the first to break them—sim-
ply because they can.

At many places—airports, temple lines,
or even iraffic snarls—where nides and pro-
cosses are set and your turn will eventu-
ally come, peaple still like to cut throa
15 if their brain is suspended. In a tr
jam, when maore people cut across and
block another lane, they may realise that
such cutting will actually delay their exit,
but the impulse of impatience douds any
judgment of fairness they may have. 1t has

ea hahit

At a psychological level, the willing-
ness to wait reflects a sense of content-
ment in a society mnd an al:l:ltnl tir comtrol
one's impulses. In countries whe P:ﬁr
stand in queve peacefully, there is us
a shared understanding of public space and
mitual respect for athers ttl'.l‘.n‘_ Dhespera-
tion, urgency, and a more individualistic

PO B, SR PSIETL o TIECERE ST SIEPAL LTI T R

mindset prevail in sodeties where queue-
jumnping and jostling are daily behavioor.
Lnrgpﬁal. such muEeIJe-s do iut coflabo-
rate well and show a greater propensity for
divisiveness—aon reli O, Caste,
palitical affilintion, an mmtr%-:z mict result
of all this is that you also find a significamt
correlation between the pasmeters of gen-
eral economic prosperity and the ability
of people o stand in a queve. In a sod-
cﬁplﬂ ours, where a government offi-
cef drives with curtains drawn in his car;
where even a small district beader di
his status by putting a big, bold go
hoard declaring his designation on his
jeep: where hnr%c-s of people stand wait-
Ing 1-.1r all and sundry VIPs right outside
nﬁ plane doors—in such a sce-

uann. all talk of democracy and equality
of citizens remains limited to school civ-
ics books, to be crammed for good marks
and then forgotten in the meler to secure
special favours.

Mow, forget about countries like
fapan—even after disasters like the tsu-

rofamiy —3 o gl mnen

narmi of 2011 and during Covid in 2020,
the patience and orderliness of Japanese
quetes astonished the world. At an indi-
vidual leved, this showed & sense of pride
in doing the right thing: a5 a nation, it also
exhibited deep cul toots of discipline
and respect for fellow countrymen. The
opposite is ing here. It is not just
aEaP:; qumﬁﬁﬁj\ga}' station or a traf-
fcjam. Here, even in the house of God, we
parade our pride and status end still hope
the Almighty will shower blessings on us
“*Ponjas” can be bought by money (VIP
poojas) or inflsence. [t never ocours to us
that when we usurp the place of a

fortunate dmzﬁ lnﬂ le mm

4 Kumbh hath, we insult th.c VEry dctnrwt
seek blessings from. Do we rtnll'r cxpect
that the Almighty will be pleased with this

ade of our ego?

long convinced oursedves of

the narrative that the world i enamoured

af our great culture and heritage. Well, the
Western and “civilised” world has mas-

tered the art of not saying things that hurt

an o e wo ¥,

It revels in pleasant hypocrisies. Besides,
the devel world swalkows a lot with a
smile, us they primarily see us as a market
and commercial opportunity—and noth-
ing maore. They are not going to risk com-
menting on our condoct, knowing it may
offend us. It is anly when you know people
well, and once they feel comioriable talking
openly, that mest from other countries do
call vut these thin

We, on the other hand, have unforte-
nately become like a cat that closes its eyes
while drinking stolen milk, thinking—if
1 cannot see ANyOne, 10 ONe CIn S02 me.
Are we, & a society, going o be poverned
:E such feline illogic, ar are we going to

dress the Larger question that
s in our day-to-day behaviour? Perhaps it
is tirne we stop making a spectacle of our-
sefves in public pluces and begin the jour-
ney toward becoming le who show
discipline, decorum, and decency: If we
di, many great things will fodlow—for our
society and for our nation.
Views expressed are personal
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Airport maps access
from Metro to flight

SANJAY MANDAL AND the Metro network. The Yel-

DEBRAJ MITRA

Calcutta: The city will
achleve a ransportation mile-
stone on Monday as two new
Metro sections begin passen-
ger operations, including the
first direct rall connection to
MNetajl Subhas Chandra Bose
International Alrport.

The expansion includes a
6.7TTKm stretch on the Yellow
Line from Noapara to Jal Hind
Bimanbandar {alrport station)
and a 4.38km sectlon on the
Orange Line from Ruby to Be-
leghata. This marks the first
time passengors can travel by
Metro directly to Calcutta alr-
port.

Airport access
Alrport authoritles are de-
veloping a comprehensive
plan to ease the journey from
Metro o Mght. Currently, pas-
sengers arriving at Jal Hind
statlon must walk through an
Sl-meire tunnel equipped with
‘wilKalators and escalitors o
reach the tsrminal at gate 1A,
then use external elevators to
reach the departire level.

“Wi are planning to set up
airiine check-1n counters at
the arrival level along with the
security hold area for Metro
Dassengers,” sald Pravat Ran-
jan Beuria, the Calcutta air-
port director. “The check-ln
counters will be near gates Lo,
and 18.”

The proposad system
wiotlld allow Metro passengers

ol
m [nter the terminal through
a gate near the bus terminus
m Check In registered Iuggage
at the arrival level
m Use dedicated escalators be-
sldo gates 1A and 1B to reach
departures
W ACCEss @ separate security
hold area for Mghts nsing re-
mte bays

“After dropping the reg-

The Jai Hind Bimanbandar Metro station on Sunday.
Picture by Sanat Kr Sinha

ROUTE DETAILS

Noapara to Jai Hind Kavi Subhash to
Bimanbandar Beleghata

[Yellow Line) (Orange Line)

wTotal dally services: 120 | Total daly services: 60

m Peak-hour frequency: m Fraquency: 25 minutes |
10 minutes u First trains loave the

m First trains leave terminal | terminal stations at Bam
stations at 7.58am & Lasttrains leave

m Last rains leave terminal stations at

terminal stations at 8pm B8.05pm |
m Fare; ¥5 to 20 m Faro; T5to 20

Both finks will be shut for passengers every

Saturday and Sunday

Istered baggage, pASSENgers
would have the hand luggage,
and It would be easler to use
the escalators,” Beuria said.
The plan aims to reduce con-
geston whils maintaining se-
curity protocols,

A proposal has been sub-

mitted w0 the Alrports Author-
ity of India for approval, with
architects expectad to visit
s00n to finallse the destgn.

Expanding network
This development creates ox-
tensive alrport access across

low Line connects with the
Blue Line at Noapara, while
the Blue and Green Lines mest
at Esplanade. From Monday,
rosldents across Caleutta’s
northern and southarn areas,
as well as Howrah, can trav-
¢l to the alrport entlrely by
Matro,

However, Metro officials
expect inifally modest alrport
ridership.

“We don’t expect peo-
ple with big lnggage to take
the Metro to the alrport. They
will have to switch lines,
which is not easy with large
baggage,” sald one officlal.
“These PASSANGErS are oxXpoct-
& to continue driving to the
afrport.”

Growth potential

The Orange Line currently
runs from Kavi Subhash { New
Garla) to Ruby, with Monday's
exmension reaching Beleghata.
The Ine ultimately aims to
connect New Garia with the
alrport via Salt Lake and New

“Jai Hind will truly take
off In three to four years. By
then, the Orange Line and Yel-
low Line will have met at the
station,” sald a Metro officlal.
This connectlon would pro-
Vide more direct routing and
likely boost passenger num-
bers 3

For now, Jai Hind statlon
will operate with minimal
staffing —about six people
per elght-hour shift.
Metro officials plan to allow
passengers with standard
airport luggage across all
corridors,

The new connectivity 1s
expected to create immedi-
ate crowdlng at Dum Dum
Cantonment (adjacent to
the railway statlon on the
Sealdah-Bongaon line) and
Jossore Road from the first day
of operations.
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New cargo
terminal grabs
70% of int’l freight

Rl T T —

e — L e A

Barely a month after becoming operational, the cargo terminal ks
handiing about 5000 metric fomes of international cargo

Niyati Parikh
mtimesofindiascom

Ahmedabad: Barely
manth after becoming o}
rational, the new Integr
ted Cargo Terminal (ICT)
at the Ahmedabad alrport
has captured nearly T0% of
the city’s International
eirgo traflic, handling abo-
ut 5000 meiric  tonnes
along with a similar voli
me of domestic freight, ac-
eording to sourees fmilar
with the development,
Spread across 21,000 &g
mi, with provision for futu
reexpansion capacity upto
33,000 &g m, the Beility is
already seeing & major
ahift I'rom alriines. Alr In
din, Emirates, Qatar Air-
w Alrli-
mes have moved thedr fre-
ight aperations to the new
el while Blue Dert and
Spiceet are sat to com-
TETIEE SETVICHE oKt week
The city airport’s cargo
acilities handled roughly
50,000 MT cargo including
domestic and internatio-
mial Importe and exports in
(26, From April o July
this fiscal, the volume was
20,000 MT of air cargo in-
eluding domestic and in-
lernational cargo
Theresponse fromcar-
goearriers has been phino
menol We're witnessing a
aignificant upgrade in how
freight moves through Al
medabad." said a source
trecking thedevelopment
The terminal did face

some teething troubles in
its early weeks, fredght for
warders sald, but the ope
rotor has assured that stad:
fing and systems have been
streamlined to avedd dis
ruptions. “In addition to
ihe existing workforee, we
are working closely with
stakeholders v ensure ac
lahle stafling during peak
hours,” an Adani Alrports
spokesperson, which ma
nages Ahmedahad sirport.
fold TO0

Unlike older fucilities
that grappled with capaci
t¥ constraints, the new ICT
offers senmless connectivi-
(v and faster turnarouand
mes, Industry insiders said
the sonsolidation nol anly
enhances elfiviency but al-
=0 srengthens compliance
with global safety proto-
enls

The Mmellity currently
handles perishahles, phar-
maceuticals, courier ship
monts, and stondard im
port-export consignments
for both i nationnl and
domestic

The tim
oo Gujnrat’s export-driven
economy. With the state’s
strong manufacturing ba-
=& in pharmaceuticals
ehgineering goods, chemi
enls, and textiles genera-
tingrizing Mrelght volumes,
the ICT provides vital in-
frastructure for trade fack
litation. Onee fully opera
tional, the terminal is ex-
protod toseale wp o 200,000
MTof cargo every month.
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BPCL bullish on ATF demand,
FY25 sales surpass pre-Covid levels

T
Rishi Ranjan Kala
B Dalli

Expanding aviation 'm.fr:
structure amd rIs:EEF

ger traffic boosted pet fud
congumption aidi grage-
run Emt F'er.mllﬁm Cos-
peration (BPCL) m not just
surpaas pre-Covid sales in
FY215, but also regain its lost
market share In the April-
June 2025 quarter.

The oll marks coem-
pany (OMC) s bullish on the
growth in the avation sector
a3 more aspirational Indians
take up alr travel, both do-
mestic and international

Besides, government's of-
forts to add more G is
also fuelling demand.

At the company's annnal
general  meetl {AGM),
BPCL CMD Sampry Khanna
sald: “With Indka emerging
as the third-largest domestic
aviation market and aiming
o be amongst the wp glob-
ally, our aviation SBU (stra-
tegic business uniz) has been
right at the forefrone.”

HISING CONSUMPTION
Ris consumption of jer
fl.h!:-rﬂdﬂd the r:ll[.h'li_! in Ju-
boarding new clients.

For instamee, Khanms said
thaz BPCL served leading in-
rernarional and domesric abr-
lines, added 16 new ingerna-
tional aldine contracts, and
expanded lts nerwork with
10 mew aviation foelling sta-
tions, bringing the total to 77
(in ]"‘I'E;l. “In 2024-25, we

Sanjay Khanma, CMD, BRCL

not only erossed pre-pan-
demic ATF sales levels bur
also strengrhened our posi-
tion in o rapidly growing
marker. We achieved ATF
sales of 1,968 o (deonsand
ronnes ), 3nd market share of
24.7 per cent with a growth
nI'J.GEmfan"he e

BPCL also upped irs per-
formance bn the aviarion fuel
verthcal in ()1FY26,

Earller this month, BPCL
Director  (Finance) VRE
Gupta said in a results con-
ference call, “In terms of avi-
atlon, our market share dur-
ing this guarter (QIFY26) ks
2451 per cent. Laax quarter
(Q4FY 5], I was 2178 Bur
wi have come back, ond we
have taken back our own
volumes from other custom-
ers and we are back to 26.51

cent.”

Itz jer fuel sales declined
o 045 milllon tonnes {mr)
InQ4FY25 which reflecred a
fall in market share to 21.78

per cent. However, It upped

les performance in QLFY26
ith sales hitting around
054 mt ((1FY25: 053 mr)
budlding wp its market share.
BPCLs optimism on the
owth in avation turbine
el (ATF) in India also s
backed by forecasts of stedlar
riormance by not just ATF,
T also transport fuels as
the country's imdusrrial and
commercial base
For instamce, Interna-
thomal ]::m:rg Agency (IEA)
has projected India’s ol de-
meand to nerease by 1 millon
barrels per day (mb/d) aver
H024-2030, more than any
othier country, in the wake of
stellar GDP expansion, at an
average annual rate of 28 per
cent.

TRANSPORT FUELS

The agency nofed Cransport
fuels will lead the gﬂamﬁ:-
thculardy per/kerosene (ln rel-
ative terms’) will rise the fast-
egt, at almost & per cent
anmually.

Oil Minlstry's Petrolenm
Planning & Amalyeis Cell
(PRALC) =15 pet fuel con-
Humpdufllrf- . ar almost
11 per cent annuadly in FY26
— the highest :uwmf all re-

fined perroleum producrs —
reflecting  on TJ.m rislng
gpending  power in  the
world's  fastest  growing
emerging eoaamy.

OPEC expects transporta-

thon fued Fequirements to pe-
main healthy In 3026 (CY),
supporting jetlerosens de-
mand o expand by 35000
byl oo s ameaal bhasis.
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Indian officials in China to sort
out hurdles in resuming flights

SET FOR TAKE OFF. The official announcement is expected during PM Madi’s visit to take part in SCO summit

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dehi

Indiz has semt a high-level
team of officials to China to
smoothen oot the last re-
maining hurdles to direct
flight connectivity between
the countries, industry
sources told busnessine,

The trip comes days be-
fore Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's scheduled visit to
Chira, where the official an-
NoUNCEMEnt on ressmphion
of flights is expected to coin-
cide with his participation in
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (00
Summit.

EEY ROUTE
businesslime was the first to
report that flight services
between India and China are
likely to resume by early Oc-
tober or shortly thereafter.

The restart holds signific-
ance as it marks the revival of
a key international route that
has been sospended for
nearly five years.

Besides, both sides had
already agreed “in principle”

AVIATION TIES RESET. Both sides had already agreed “in principle” to resume direct services

to resume direct services,
50 lingr a cautious thaw in
bilateral ties. Accordinghy,
India’s embassy in Beijing re-
sumed issuing tourist visas
to Chinese citizens after a
gap of five years,

AlR SERVICES DEAL

Speaking to businessiine, in-
dustry sources said that an
armangement is being put in
plece to mvoid waiting for a

revised ir SCTVICES

agrecment.

According to sources, Bif
part slots will be allocated to
girlines under the armange-
ment, with “services capped
at pre-2015 levels™,

Currently, there is no dir-
ect air connectivity between
India and China, with flights
suspended since earky 2020
following the Covid-19 out-
break.  The situation

worsened  after  military
clashes in the Galwan Valley
of Ladakh, and Indizn carri-
ers now only operate ser-
vices to Hong Kong.

TENSIONS EASING

Nonetheless, with tensions
showing signs of easing,
Chinese  authontics  have
been  holding  discussions
with India’s Ministry of Civil
Avigtion to streambine pro-

cedures such as slot alloca-
tions, ground handling con-
tracts and airfare
regulations,

TRADE BOOST

Industry insiders told bust-
nesslime that reopening the
China route represents a sig-
nificant opportunity to boost
trade, tourism and business
travel.

They noted that services
to China historically recor-
ded strong load factors, of-
ten rexching up to 90 per
cent. The resumption of
flight=, they said, would also
help plug revenue leaks to
competing carricrs and re-
tain earnings within both
countries.

Further, they pointed out
that demand for travel re-
mains strong and could re-
bound quickly once direct
SETVICES TESUIMe.

AS per cstimates, passen-
ger traffic between India and
China corrently  totals
around one million with one
stopover but direct flights
could potentially push that
figure to three million, witha
mux of tourists and business
travellers.
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TIRUPATI FLIGHT
SCRUBBED AFTER
2 TECH GLITCHES

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 24

An Alliance Air flight
from the city to Tirupati
was cancelled on Sunday
morning after the air-
craft developed a techni-
cal issue. Soon after the
aircraft, carryving 37 pas-
sengers, left the bay, the
pilot reported a techni-
cal glitch and returned
for mandatory engineer-
ing checks. After engi-
neers cleared it for
departure, aircraft deve-
loped another snag, wh-
ich took longer to fix
than expected. To avoid
disruption of opera-
tions, airline decided to
cancel the Hyderabad-
Tirupati flight, Alliance
Air said in a statement.
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Key routes see 50-80% rise in fares as demand outpaces seat availability

Airfares soar ahead of festive season

SWARAI BAGGOMKAR
& HITIN KUMAR
M bl Mew Dedhi, August 25

AIRFARES ON KEY roufes
such as Mumbas -NMew Delhi,
Mew Delhi-Kollata, and
Raolkata-Bengalurn show a big
jump of 50- Bl onone-way,
nnn-:fnpillghts_ a.lprrhunk.
ings portals of aidines for
Octaber 19, two days before
Diwali, The lowe st available
fare on the Mumbal-New
Drelhi moute was 79,500 one
way. That's roughly 659
higher than Last yrar'sprices

Fares to Kolkata, ahoad of
Prurga Puja, have also soamed,;
with a one-way ticket from
Pelhi on September 27 sl
ing € 13,000 at the very least,
which is about 70 more
thanlastyear's level

Travel agents say the
trends in advance bookings

TICKET PRICES HEAD NORTH |

I_"N_'ig.n
Hew Delh | Kolkata
Bangalury |Kolkata
Mumbial
Hydarabad | Mew Delhl

Diwali | Diwali
Destination | 2034 | 2035

5,200 |

6320 | 9.9s D) so

Mew Delhi 5762

6350 | 7,605 [ 20

Chennal | Kolksta 5,400

Mumbai | faipur

by

=01 g - OO0, COMOENy DoDamg wabane, Oing-way

Behradun | 7,200 | 14,000 D) S

fort |1-l." ErE'!.t e season rn'ra| L]
surge in prices overlast year
with fewer airdine seats
resulting in demand outpac
lng supply.

Besides the in-demand
roules, fares on routes which
ame most favoured for letsure

halidays have seen a higher
jump, Thie cheapest non-stwop
I"illghl on the Mumbai-to
Dehradun sectorfor thegiven
period was priced at €14,000,
which was nearly double
compared tolast Diwall.
With Diwali falling on

Tuesday [October 21) this
year, airline booking and
travel agents say that hob
daymakers are keen to make
use of the long we ekend com-
prising five days.

Continved on Page 10

Airfares soar...

LAST DIWALL WASN'T very
cheerful for theairline mdus

try- Morethan adequate capac-
||'_.r.'|r|d fall in fuel prees !:.I"I“
fares under check But this
year, there ix a '|.i|.r.|r|ag- of
available seats on the plane
and expenaive jet fued Lu push-
ingupthe prices”said a senior
executiveofan onlinebooking
COmMPAnY,

From ¥87,600 perkilolitre
by Che o ber JIIE-I-Ipnren‘f vk
tion turbine fuel (ATF) has
jumped 5% to ©91,000 per
klolktreinAugust 200 5 asper
data shared by Indian il Cor
pomtion

Typleally, fares are hower if
bookingsare made 30-45 days
paior o the date of joumey. The
high fames arcan indication of
higher demand and lower
capacity exped e o be
deployed during the period,

Inditae, the muntry's
biggestaidine had said during

the June quarter mvestor call

that capacity will be lower in
the July-September period
which wouldlead tobetter pas-
sEnEeT loads and stro nger
demand,

Adchitions tofleet have been
limited due to slow aircraft
deliveres Alr India's Boslng
atrcraft delivenies have faced
slyndllcant delays follmwing
production-related issues at
the US-based manufacturer
Debvery schedule of Indilo's
A311 XL Rs fromAlrbus is run-
nmglate by 15- 18 months

Clwil aviation minister K
Rammohan Naidw had said in
Parliament that the ministry
had invoduced an onlise
mechanism to ensure passen
geErs were nol exploited by
umnecessary fare hikes,

Under cumrent regulations,
airfarmes are ne her et abd ndey
norregulated by the govem
ment after the repeal of the
Alr Corporation Act  in
March 1994
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Al 171 crash: Time to rework air safety protocols

T Al 171 Dreariliner crash highliphts oritical gaps i aviation syshem design — spanning setomation logic, human-machine coordination. masrenance
prolocoks, mirquuu-,mnpr_ 11 s Bigh Eamie L pewnrk Sadsty mubines, sey comglacency could redell in yet another {atal disasier in the &
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