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Indigo to resume
Madurai-Abu
Dhabi flights
from Aug 14

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Madurai: IndiGo will re-
sume direct flights betwe-
enMaduraiand AbuDhabi
from Aug 14, nearly six
months after services we-
re suspended due to ten-
sions in the Gulf region.

“The suspension affec-
ted passengers across Ma-
durai, Theni, Dindigul, Si-
vaganga, Ramanathapu-
ram and Tirunelveli dis-
tricts  while reducing
international traffic and
revenue at the airport,” sa-
id an Airports Authority
of India (AAT)official.

“The direct flight took
about four hours. After the
suspension, I had to travel
through Bengaluru or Hy-
derabad, and the journey
took seven to 10 hours in-
cluding layovers,” said S
Mohamed Ismail, a Madu-
rai-based  construction
materials trader who tra-
vels to Abu Dhabi once a
month.
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Adani to Invest T20kcr
in Airport City Project

Mumbai: Adani Airportl
Holdings (AAHT) Thursday
said i will develop over B35
acres of commercial real os-
tate across six airports with
an investment of over
T20.000 crore in the firstpha-
seof its airport city project,
as the company looks to di-
versify revenue beyond core
aviation operations.

ET reported first in August

2025 that the Adani Group
company was planning a
T20,000 crore city-si
de development pro
pramme around the
alrparls it operates,
with about 7% of
the investment ear-
marked for Mumbai
and Navi Mumbai.
The company is tar-
goting non-acrohan-
tical businesses to
contribute 70% of
airport revenue by
200, Our Bureau
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FIRST PHASE COVERS 22 MN SQ FT
Adani Airports
charts ¥20K-cr

expansion

FEBUREAU
New Delhi, June 25

ADANI AIRPORT HOLDINGS
(AAHL) will invest more than
$20,000 crore in the first
phase of developing airport
cities across six airportsas it
looks to turn its aviation
assets into integrated com-
mercial and uwrban hubs,
diversifying revenues beyond
the core airport business.

The development pro-
gramme, spread over 655
acres in Mumbai, Navi Mum-
bai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Jaipur and Guwahati, will be
executed through its wholly-
owned subsidiary Adani Air-
port City (AACL).

The first phase will see the
development of around 22
million sq ft of commercial
real estate comprisinghotels,
office spaces, retail, enter-
tainment,convention centres
and otherlifestyle infrastruc-
ture.

Nearly 70% of the invest-
mentwill bedirected towards
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai,
where the group has around
440 acres of land, underscor-
ing the strategic importance
of the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region in its airport-led
development plans.

The company said the pro-
jects are being designed as
integrated, walkable districts
connected to airports, Metro
networks and city transport
systems, following the airport
city model adopted at global
hubs such as
Singapore Changi, Dubai
International, Amsterdam
Schipholand Seoul’s Incheon
airports. "Around the world,
the most successful airport
districts have become centres
of commerce, tourism and
urban growth.

‘Opportunity to
create value'’

“As India’s aviation mar-
ket expands, airports have an
opportunity to create value
far beyond aviation," Jeet
Adani,director, AAHL, said.

He added that the devel-
opments would generate
investment, employmentand
long-term economic activity
around the airports while

TAKE-OFF PLAN

mProject tobe spread over

65 acres

in Mumbai, Navi Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow,
Jaipur, Guwahati

EProjectto | mitwillbe

be executed | designed as
throughits | integrated,
wholly- walkable
owned districts
subsidiary connected to
Adani airports, Metro
Aiport City | networks

It will be modelled global

hubs like Singapore Changi,
Dubai International

improving passenger experi-
ence. As part of the initiative,
AACL has signed hotel man-
agement agreements with
IHG Hotels & Resorts to
develop five premium and
luxury hotels, including the
debut of the Kimpton brand
in India, and is in discussions
with domestic and global
partners across hospitality,
food and beverage, retail and
entertainment.

The company said all Air-
port City projects have
received LEED Gold pre-cer-
tification from the US Green
Building Council, reflecting
their focus on sustainable
and energy-efficient urban
development.

AAHL, India's largest pri-
vate airport operator, man-
ageseightairports,incduding
Mumbai and the upcoming
Navi Mumbai International
Airport,and sees airportcities
asa keypillar ofits long-term
growth strategy.
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Adani unveils six airport-city
projects worth 320,000 cr.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Adani Airport City Limited
(AACL), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Adani Airport
Holdings Limited (AAHL),
has unveiled plans to deve-
lop integrated airport cities
across its network of air-
ports, with an initial invest-
ment of more than
20,000 crore.

First phase

The first phase of the pro-
gramme will see the deve-
lopment of about 22 mil-
lion square feet of
hospitality, retail, enter-
tainment, convention and
commercial infrastructure
across airports in Mumbai,
Navi Mumbai, Ahmeda-
bad, Lucknow, Jaipur and

The first phase of the plan will
see the development of about
22 million square feet.

Guwabhati.

The airport-city deve-
lopments will be built on a
land bank of more than
655 acre spread across six
airports in five States.
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai
account for nearly 440

acre of the total land parcel
and will attract almost 70%
of the planned investment.

According to the compa-
ny, the projects are being
designed as integrated and
walkable urban districts
that seamlessly connect
airport terminals with me-
tro and city transport net-
works.

The developments will
bring together hotels, of-
fice spaces, retail outlets,
dining destinations, enter-
tainment venues and con-
vention facilities.

Jeet Adani, director,
AAHL said that the initia-
tive draws inspiration from
global airport-city models
such as Singapore’s Chan-
gi, Dubai International,
Amsterdam Schiphol and
Seoul Incheon.
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Adani plans Changi-inspired
airportcities in five states

madhurima niglvemintoom
BEMGALURL

dard Adrpsort Cliy Lid, s
subsidiary of Adanl
Adrpaort Hoddings Liad,

on Thursekay vrmveiled s plim o
develop infegrated idrpon ci
s e s gt network,
bringringg bogget e hospitality,
retail, enterainment, conyvien-
Vesn ami] eommercial infm-
struciure. The development
will se=an investment of aver
20,000 crore in the first
frhise

Arotemel 22 milkeon s frwill |

b cdeved ogweed avoroses Mumm i,
Mavi Mumbai, Ahmedalia,
Luchnow, Jaipur and Guwa-
b, aceonding i o company
statemenl.

The development will tabe
place over G335 acres of Lund,
neroes sis airpesrts in five stufes,
It saled, Ofthis, nearly 40 acvs
e b Mlemibad and MNavt Muon-
bai alone. Neardy 70% of the
plasiad investment will be
concentrated n Vool aml
Nl Murrbai

Adani Adrport Holdings,
India’s lnrgest private almpon
4|||r_'r.:l1||'. [RLTYREY

AR artist s impoession of the propoded Aden| Alrport City ot
Feavi Mumbal

emsenger experienoes aned the
lorigg-term growth of the clibes
they serve,”

T My, Ackami Adrport Hold
ings sabd i his signed a man
aged hotel portfolio agnes-
meni with 1HG Holels &
Hesorts to develop five hotels
aiross kiy alvport-lnked amd
higgh-growth urbinn destina
thons in Lnadii

The agreement will b
icdevdie i LA00 Kevsacross miul-
thjle berails and Docithones, b
Hre with THG s growth plans
for Inclin. “The agreement will

ilso see the debut

and  manages  The first phaseof of the Kimpon

pight airporis.
Mangalore wnd
Trivamdrum are
mot part of the
first phasi of the
alrport eliy

theplanwillsee  brand ofhatelsin
over 20,000 Inddia,
crore investment,
with around
22 million sq. ft

e comigany
is also ongaging
with nther
domestic  and

el being developed International

“Arvoumd  the
warld, the st
sticcesslul alrport districts
have become centres of com-
maeree, fowrism el urkan
growth. As Indin’s aviation
miarket expands, abrpons have
i eppartunity toereate visloe
[ar bevond aviation,” Jeot
Adkank, divesctor, Adani Abrpon
Hobihings, sald in the state
mienl “We are creating a el
work ol Integrated wrban des
tnations where alrporis
becoamr catalvsis for nvest
ment, employment, betier

partners eross
the hospitality,
Foewl e beswisrage, redail and
eirlertainment secions
Adami's larger airpon oity
dlevelopmont b Inspired by
iglobially sucersafiil abrpor dis
trivis such as Singapore's
Changi, Dubal International,
Amsterdam’s Schiphol and
Sevanl's Lichoon, bringing an
pirport-led  developmont
midel o Imdias rapidly
expanding sviatbon marke
“These developments are
brimyz designed with leading

lealind chesiggn nme] engginisring
pariners amd informed by
ey trends in hosparaliny,
retail, workplices and enter
tairmmeend, "™ Aclarel adcled.

Unlike conventionl real
estiie developments, the air
pert city model is designed
srvsend compectiviey il epe-
rience, and the distrlets are
bierimyz palanmed s et ensicns of
e mirpert ecosy s,

oy Imtesgrating hotels, worls-
prlaes, il eantortativmol
ind conventlon facilities
within a8 single masier-
planned environment. the
company siid Che develop:
ments woubd create wallable
tlestinitions,

Prasdut Theaker, exezutive
directoramd biad of reseanch
& wilvisory il Anarsch Prop-
Ay Consultanis, salil com-
miercial and hospitaliny deved
opsments aromnd thie reew air
ports are & good way (o
e e B, as residentiol
tlevelesprment romy sob e pos-
sililes o iy the helghi restric-
Vo i such arees,

“This also provides a gl
sivtiroe of annuity income
through such developmoenis,
As the traflic of airporis
v, | he imgortance aied
capital value of such bad near
e ot will alser pise,” Tl
leir it lhest]

For an extendaf version of
thix story, go to livemind.com.
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Adani to invest 220K crore in
Alrport cities across 5 states

The development will cover airports in Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Jaipur and Guwahati

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHT: Adani Airport
plans to invest more than Rs
20,000 crore in the first phase of
a large-scale alrport city devel-
Opment programme spanning
over 655 acres across sicatrports
in five states, as the company
seeks o transform its aviation
hubs into integrated commer-
cial and urban destinations,

The development,
announced on Thursday by
Adani Airport City Ltd [AACL)
-a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Adani Airport Holdings Lim-
ited (AAHL), India’s larpest pri-
vale airport operator - will cover
atrports in Mumbai, Navi Mum-
bai, Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Jai-
pur and Guwahati, with around
22 million square feet of mixed-
use infrastructure planned in
the tnitial phase.

Nearly 70 per cent of the
investment will be concentrated
in Mumbai and Mavi Mum-

bai, where I‘Ju: : company con-

trols clim: 10 440 acres of ia.ml.
r::lll:n_lrng the strategic impor-
tance of the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region as Indias Iargcst
aviation and commercial hub, it
said in a statement.

The projects will combine
hotels, offices, retail, entertain-
mient, convention cenlres and
lifestyle infrastructure within

About 70 per cent
of the investment
will be concentrated
in Mumbai and
Navi Mumbai,
where the company
controls close to
440 acres of land

Highlights

# The prajects will
combine hotels, officas,
retall, entertainment,
convention centres and
lifestyle infra within
airport-linked districts

» ‘Airparts have an
opportunity to create
value far beyond

aviation,' said Jeet
Adani, Director, AAHL,

* AACL has signed
hatel management
packs with IHG Hotels &
Resorts for five premium
and luxury hotels

airport-linked districts designed
to integrate with metro and
urban transport networks.
“Airports have an opportu-
ity to create value far beyond
_aviation; said et Adani, Direc-
tor, AAHL, adding that the
developments are intended 1o
drive investment, employment
and urban growth around key
aviation centres. The airport
city model, widely adopted at
hube such as Singapore Changi
Airport, Dubai International
Adrport, Amsterdam Adrport
Schiphol and Incheon Interna-

tional Adrport, aims 1o generate
ceonomic activilty bevond pas-
senger traffic by creating inte-
grated business and tourism
ecosyslems.

_As part of the initiative,
AACL Eas signed hotel man-
agement agreements with IHG
Hotels & Resorts for five
mium and lusury hotels, inelud-
ing the debut of the Kimpton
brand in India. The company
said all Airport City projects
have received LEED Gaold pre-
certification from the US Green
Building Council, underscoring

a focus on sustainable desiyn,
energy efficiency and walkable
urban infrastructure.

AAHL, India’s largest private
airpart operator, manages eight
atrports, including Mumbad and
the upcoming Navi Mumbai
International Airport. The air-
port city initiative forms a k
part of its strategy 1o diversify
revenue streams and capitalise
on the rapid growth of Indias
aviation markel

The group plansto “develop
1r|tv:g :I.I.I'_FHJI.'I. diies across
its airport network, bring-
ing together hospitality, retatl,
entertainment, convention
and commercial infrastructure
within seamlessly connected,
walkable urban districts” the
statement said. “The develop-
ment represents an investment
of more than Rs 20,000 crore
in the first phase Approxi-
mately 22 million sq. ft. will
be developed acrass Mumbai,
Mavi ‘I.-'Iumbai. Ahmﬂj.zbad

The d.cv:]upm:nlj are
designed as integrated, walkable
urban districts where travellers,
businesses and local commini-
tHes can access hotels, offices,
retail, dining, entertainment
and convention facilities within
environments seamlessly inte-
grated with atrport, Metro and
city transport infrastructure.
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Flyers can do immigration, custom
clearance at departure airports soon

S LALITHA @ Varanasi

IN a major initiative to offer
seamless international travel
to people of relatively smaller
cities, Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu on Thurs-
day declared that India's first
‘Hub and Spoke’ mode] was in-
augurated at Varanasi's Lal Ba-
hadur Shastri airport. By en-
suring customs and
immigration checks as well as
baggage clearance for those
travelling abroad are done at
the point of departure itself, it
avoids the inconvenience of
carrying out these procedures
at a larger transit airport.

The first Air India Easy Con-
nect flight (Al 1111) with 180
passengers on board took off
from Delhi at 9.23 am on Thurs-
dav Maidu announced that the
‘Hub and Spoke’ will be offered
in six more destinations within
the six weeks. Elaborating on
the advantages it offers, he
said, “Our new hub and spoke
model paves the way for a mon-
umental shift in how our citi-
rens travel. Regardless of the
city one lives, one can begin
their international journey
from their home city and travel
across the globe with ease and

confidence on India's new
wings.” Presently; one needs to
go to a hub airport. needs to
come out of the terminal with
the luggage and then clear im-
migration and customs process
if one wants to leave to the US,
London and Dubai, he said.
“When this model is launched,
there will be no need to do any
international transit and flvers
will smoothly travel to their in-
ternational flight from within
their terminal.”

Any city gets transformed
even when a small inmovation
pertaining to aviation is
launched there, the minister
said. "It impacts the economy
by offering a major thrust to

Spoke and hub model

“0ur new hub and spoke model
paves the way for a monumemntal
shift in how our citizens travel.
Regardiess of the city one lives,
one can begin their international
journey from their home city and
travel across the globe with ease,”
said Naidu. Presently, one needs
to go to a hub airport, needs to
come out of the terminal and
then go through the procedures if
one wants to leave to the US,
London and Dubal, he said.

employment as it gets connect-
ed to internationally™ Litchies
from India have reached Italy
and products from Bihar have
reached Singapore and Dubai
offering good profits for the
farmers due to international
connectivity, he added. *Fruits,
vegetables, silk, handloom and
artefacts from Varanasi will
now have an international mar-
ket,” Naidu =aid.

“The smaller airport serves
as the "spoke’ of the wheel
while the larger one becomes
the hub™ said an aviation offi-
cial. The Air India said it is
leading a nationwide domestic
rollout to connect more domes-
tic ‘zpoke’ cities.
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Airports Authority of India marks
12th International Day of Yoga 2026

Adrports Authority of India § a7 i
[.T‘ﬁ.l].un;kl_'rlllium'm::l |':u1.i11l'm1.r3' {rg :f:{:qﬂftl ?“
0 ivi Aviation, Wa 1 4

commemorated the 12th W &‘L
Intermational Day of Yoga 2026

atits Corporate Headquarters,

New Delhi, embracing this vear’s theme, ™oga tor Healthy
Ageing”The event brought together eflicers and emplovecs
[rom AAL and MoCA in a collective celebration of wellness,
rindiulness and healthy living, reaffirming the organisations’
commitrment W lostering a culture of physical and mental
well-being across the civil aviation sector.
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Inclusive Budget for all sectors

The Budget announced by
Honble Finance Minister Dr.
Swapan Dasguptaunder the
visionary leadershipol Honle
Chiel Minister Suvendu
Addhikari is truly inclusive in
itsseope andintent It towches
eviery sector, addresses the
needs of every section of
society,and lavsdown aclear
roadmap for transformative
reforms that will shape the
[uture of our state. It unveils
acompelling growth agenda
and seeks to unlock the
immense potential of Bengal
andits people The proposed
Greenficld Adrport at Kabvani,
new airports in Purulia,
Balurghat, and Malda,
expansion of the existing
afrport at Cooch Behar,
establishment of a degp-sea
port, dedicated [freight

corridors, logistics hubs,
industrial parks, and a
semiconductor manuladuring
unit in Durgapur are all
long-awaited and
much-needed steps in the
right direction that would
change Bengal's Economic
landscape. Thereis all-round
Positivity, Velody and Urpercy
Lofullillthe Vidonand comvert
Intention tofmplementation.
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Fewer bird hits, safer skies at Abad Alrport

MEASURES TAKEN TO MITIGATE RISKS

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airportin Ahmedabad hasre-
corded 15 bird strike incidents
in the first half of 2026 (Jan-
June) compared to 70 across
the whole of 2025, Airport aut-
horitiesattribute the low bird-
hit incidents to a sustained
and systematic monsoon pre-
paredness drive carried out in
the months leading up to the
rainy season.

The reduction undersco-
res the effectiveness of the
pre-monsoon wildlife hazard
management programme
that the airport undertook
across both its airside and
landside areas, targeting the
very conditions that the wet
season tends to worsen.

With the onset of monsoon
bringing increased vegeta-
tion growth and water accu-
mulation — factors that natu-
rally draw birds and other
wildlife closer to runways and
flight paths—airportauthori-
tiesmade it a priority to comp-
lete the preparedness exercise
well before the rains arrived.

The drive that ended re-

Year-wise
bird strikes

*lan-lun

39

2022 2023

86 77

2024

70

2025 2026

@ Managing grass
height using plant
growth regulators to
reduce insect breeding
grounds and discourage
bird foraging activity

@ Regular maintenance of electrical

airport to areas 50-100 km away from city

@ Removal of rubber
depusns from runway

@ Soil treatment to
15 limit winged termites,
and deployment of
Farrow's light traps

equipment and

aerobridges to
eliminate potential
nesting, roosting sites

@ Relocation of several
bird, mammal species
found in and around the

cently, encompassed extensi-
ve drain cleaning to prevent
waterlogging, systematic
grass cutting to eliminate gro-
und cover that birds favour for
foraging and nesting, and in-
secticide spraying to suppress
insects and rodents, which are

among the primary food sour-
ces that attract avian activity
into operational zones.
“Rubber removal from
runway surfaces and mainte-
nance of critical infrastructu-
re, including chiller plants,
formed part of the same coor-

dinated effort to reduce condi-
tions conducive to bird cong-
regation near aircraft move-
ment areas,” an airport sour-
ce told TOIL.

The strategy rested on pro-
active habitat management
rather than reactive response,

with sustained attention toeli-
minating food sources, cont-
rolling vegetation and impro-
ving overall airfield condi-
tions to make the environ-
ment around the airport less
hospitable to birds througho-
ut the vear.

“Continuous monitoring
of bird movement and habitat
conditions is set to remain in
place across all seasons, ensu-
ring that the gains made ahe-
ad of the monsoon are not ero-
ded as the rains progress and
vegetation thickens in and
around the airport perime-
ter,” the source added.

Bird strikes are regarded
as a serious aviation safety
concern because collisions
between aircraftand birdscan
cause significant damage to
engines, airframes and other
critical systems.

The airport, which hand-
les substantial volumes of do-
mestic and international pas-
senger traffic, has consistent-
ly maintained wildlife control
protocols, but the integrated
pre-monsoon push this vear
appears to have produced re-
sults well beyvond routine out-
comes.
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Airport staff held for aiding cartel smuggle gold worth 53.2L

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: After a hiatus, the
modus operandiof smugglers
engaging airport staff has re-
surfaced. A contract staff was
arrested for aiding cartels in
the smuggling of more than
400g of gold dropped by a
transit passenger.

On June 20, a staff posted

near the smoking lounge at
the international departure
terminal wasspotted at thear-
rival terminal, where he was
not supposed

was later handed over to cus-

toms officers for interroga-
tion.

The worker confessed that

he came to

o g O 314G IN PASTE FORM Dok
al Security dropped by a

Force(CISF) personnel posted
at the arrival terminal inter-
cepted the worker on suspi-
cion and questioned him. He

transit passenger at the toilet
near the arrival terminal. Of
ficials searched the toilets and
secured an oval-shaped pouch

wrapped in black adhesive ta-
pe containing gold in paste
form.

The paste was melted tore-
cover 414g of 24 carat gold va-
lued at#53.18 lakh. The worker
was arrested and the gold sei-
zed under the Customs Act.

Officials said the transit
passenger fled and further in-
vestigation is on to track him
and the receiver.
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Noida Airport Gears Up To Triple
Flights And Network From July 1

‘Soon, It Will Be Connected To 16-17 Destinations With About 40 Daily Flights’

Saurabh.Sinha
Sumesofindia.com

New Delhi: Noids Interns-
thomal Abrport (INLA) s going o
triphe s network and Dights
starting next month, after sta-
billzing oporations by over.
eoming both expected and un
expected teething troubles in
the kast 10 days since launch on
Jume 15 While external chal
lenges like Nowda/Ditli abhi
door hai with expensive eah
rides and aidines cutting
Mights during the current tur-
bubent thmes remakn, the oper
ator remains confident about
the India growth story which
it savs will provide it the -
quired  ailwinds.  Industry
sourees say the locil tradlic ks
et topick up due to connectiv-
Iy dssues withalfordable ways
of getting to and from the air
ot et e b prcreichied by govt

In its lmunch phase that
saw Alr India Express pull out
due to the parent Al Group's
maunting lnsses, the sirport
eurrenily has 12 daily Dights
{six arrivals and as many de-
peirturesh by londiGo and Aka-
s to and from fve cities - Navi
Mumbal, Jammu, Amritsar
Hyderal amid  Bengalir
The first arrival is at #am and
the kst departure of theday ks
Lthours later

Speaking exclusively to
TO! Thursdoy NIA VC Chris-
toph Schnallmann said: “By
and large we ane very pleased
with the first 10 days of oper-
atlons, There ame lssues wo
continue to work on but have
et snbide 1o deliver the airport
experience o passengers that
wewere hoping fodo so, We pot
thrme to stabilise operathons by

AIRLINES' PLANS

INDIGO |

Currently operates 56 weekly
flights between NIA and
Hyderabad, Bengalur, Amritsar
and Jammu. From July L, IndiGo
says it will “progressively scale

up and add connectivity to
12 more destinations across
India, including Mismbai and
tier 2 / tier 3 cities such as

Bareilly, Bhopal, Chandigarh,
Dharamshala, Jalpur, Srinagar,

Lucknow amang others”

A

Did not share plans for NIA

AIR INDIA EXFRESS

Has pulled out of NIA far
it due to mounting losses
of parent Alr india group

using the nfm in a reallife
seenario pnd are now looking
forward to July 1o step up og-
erations when we get connect-
el to 16 o 17 destinations with
about 40-45daily Mights

From next month, NIA
will start having direet
flights to and from places like
Mumbal, Srinagar, Jammu,
Bareilly, Bhopal. Dehradun,
Dharamsaala, Chandigarh,
duipur, Jodhpur, Kishan
garh, Lucknow and Pantnn
g The first flight will then
Innd before 6 pm and last one
tegurt bate al nighit

Asked abeut the terminal
ol seemi g bobefully ready e
spite the delay in operational
he said: “That process will co
Uinue for the next woeeks and

memiths, That's a normil proc
easof taking this type of large
and comiphox infrastruciumeon
lirse. ATl things considered, we
s e penlly ol se] and proud
About wisa used to be farm land

six years ago is now a state of
thixart aliport,” he said
Many sengers  who

hawve Nown to and fFom KIA
complained of connectivity
insues and high ab fares

something that is not in thedo-
main of the airport operstor
biiit haas {0 be provided by govt.
Schnelimann, however, said
that ks mot an issue as the air
part is connected to a six-lane
E'way and has affordabie AC
ebus services by YEIDA o
Mobda with fisres capped at Hs
50, Appebased eab fanes o Bo-

o .
This will increase owr eperations lo over 240 weekly Mghts to
and fron the aitport by mic-July 2026, Nid 13 & Strategic addition

tanical Graden in Nolds start
ot Rs 60 “Omn Day One, Googhe
Laocathon wiks nol working was
some inter-connecting roads
were not shi s open. That
issue wis resolved.”
Similarly, he exurded condi-
dinee aboul gelting trction
with airlines with more carri-
oS golng tostar more [1ights
and difd not see Al Express,
one of the thres loanch air
lines, pulling out s & setback.
“We are in touch with both In
dinn{including Al Group) and
foreign airlines and hope to
see rrany of them, We'ree
dent they're looking at
alrport i an lmporant polint
for their network. There is
continued interest amang akr-
lines and we s a sirong

growth throughout our kong
term view of the 40 vears we
hoge to b bere for”™ sald the
Indin ran of Zurich Air-
parts. NIA expects to hae the
Infra for internstional Dights
ke customaand immigration
ey by the end of’ this year

As of now, NIA has seven
food and beverage outlets oper:
ationa] along with other retail
stores. The teething troubles
soen in thefirst 10 days inchude
technical issues with systems
11k e-gaatees mbcing a Hitthe lomg:
er than expected tims to open
after seanning boarding cards,
DigiYatra accessibility and AC
systems The frst Fortnkght
with limited operations were
used to stabilise all these ex-
pecied hicoups,

The higgest difference be-
twoen NLA and almost all oth
ernirports in India is the fact
that you don't drive right in
front of departure area
where the entry gate ia just n
short walka
the way back. Here, onehasto
walk for about 100 metres af-
from the

minal or reac
exiting the
the termbnal will get an ole-
vated road to departure level
whet it is expanded fromeur
rent L% crore capacity an-
nnally (CTA Y 0R CPA, hesaid
that decision will be taken ot
the design stage for the same.
Work for the expansion
will start when the existing
Do ] ruanrclJess 0% o itscn
pucity or 86 lakh passengers in
@ year Giiven the current glob-
al uncertainty, Schoellmann
did not give a timeline as in
when he sees that happen
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Adani Airports
to develop
aerocities,

invest 220k cr

Times News NETWoRK

New Delhi: Adani Airports
will invest Rs 20,000 crore in de-
veloping aerocities in the six
places where it operates hubs
— Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Ah-
medabad, Lucknow, Jaipur
and Guwahati. The phase I of
this monetisation of land bank
at this capex will see 2.2 crore
square feet being developed
across these places.

The development will span
over 635 acres in these five sta-
tes, including nearly 440 acres
in Mumbai and Navi Mumbai.
The proposed “integrated air-
port cities” will have hospitali-
ty, retail, entertainment, con-
vention and commercial in-
frastructure within walkable
urban districts.

Adani Airport Holdings
(AAHL)director Jeet Adanisa-
id: “The most successful air-
port districts have become
centres of commerce, tourism
and wban growth. As India’s
aviation market expands, air-
ports have an oppoertunity to
create value far beyond avia-
tion. We are creating integra-
ted urban destinations where
airports become catalysts for
investment, employment, bet-
ter passenger experiences and
long-term growth of the cities
they serve.”

AAHL says the project is in-
spired by “globally successful
airport districts Singapore's
Changi and Dubai Internatio-
nal, bringing airport-led deve-
lopment model to India's rapid-
Iy expandingaviation market.”
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Airbound, Andhra sign MoU to build
large-scale drone delivery network

SHINE [ACOE
Chermai, 25 fure

Bengaluni-based  asrospace
company Adrbound signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (Mol} with Andhra Pra-
desh  Drone  Corporation
[APDC) on Thursday,
develop a scalable drone
dedlvery network across the
Amaravati Capital Region,
marking a significant step
towards building aerlal logls-
thes Infrasgactire in Trdia.
The collaboration reflects
Andhra Pradesh’s growing
ambition to emesge 08 the
global hub for drone-led Inno-
vatlon and sdvanced logisics.
Aspartolthe proposed Amara-
vatl Capital Region Duome
Dellvery Metwork (ACE DDN),
Alrbound will work with eco-
gystem  stakeholders across
healthcare, logistics. and e-
commerce to enahle drone

The collaboration reflects
Andhra Pradesh’s ambiton
wemenge as the global huly
for drone-led innovation

Operations, connectig Anars-
watl, Vijayawada, and Gunie.
with this collaboration, Adr-
bound alms o bulld one of
India’s most ambitkous drone
oglagics networks, with cosisas
by 5 10 parteen e kil etre
The Inkrlative is expected to
beginwithoperstions in Gurmus,
with bath parties working Tow-
ardsenabling 1oooodally drone
flights across Andhra Pradesh

verthe coming yeas, a scale tst
could pesition the state among
the Largesr commercial drone
dedivery networks globally.

Supporting this effors s Alr-
bound's  blended-wing-body
taiksimer aincraft, built from
lightweighi carbon fiber, Weigh-
Ing just 1.5 kg, the THT offers a
peyicad ratio of 1.5, comparnsd
1o the inadistry standsrd of 4:1,
making it one of the most affi-
clent koglstics platforms bn wse
today. Designed for large-scale
sertal boglstics, it can deliver
goods ar costs a5 much & 20
times kower than conventional
methids, enabling fas, rediable
and affordable socess aoross a
wide mnge of geograplhies,

The collaboration is expe-
cxed] to-suppot faster mVenent
of healthears spplles, commes-
kil grwts, s erirical deliveries,
while helping impeove mid-mile
connectivity and operational
efficiency aceoss urban and

seqmil-urhan regiona.

Geetanjali Sharm, manag-
Img director and chatrman,
Andhirs Pradesh Dirone Corpor-
atbon, sakd: “With this Moll,
Alrbound is nof just Bunching
a new made of delivery, they
are baying the foundatons of a
new logistics architecure for
Andhra Pradesh.”

Ministar of Chvil Aviation
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Maldu
sald: “Alrbound’s trajectory
alvows wiat India is capable of
In next-generation aviathon.
By parmering with a home-
grown company o build aneof
the worlds largest drone
dialivery neowarks, Andhra Pra-
dish s demonstrating tha
cutting-edge technology can
e desigmeed, bulle, and scaled
Inlndia dellveringreal connec-
tviry, jobs, and growth for

our people”

Miore on business-standard rom
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Jet fuel crack
spread may
exceed $50in
2026; airfares
may climb 25%
ANI

NEW DELHI

Geopolitical disruption
and refinery constraints
are impacting jet fuel supply,
which raises airline costs
and could translate into
higher crack spreads, thereby
pushing airfares up to 25%,
according to areport by man-
agement consultancy
McKinsey,

Noting that jet fuel demand
is set to rise ahead of the
summer travel season amid
depleted inventories, the |
report highlighted that fuoel
prices have surged mainly
due to crude oil trends, while
supply has been constrained
by reduced refinery produc-
tion from major Gulf region
and Asian jet fuel exporters,
which together supply 40% of
the world's jet fuel.

This supply crunch is
refleaed in the jet fuel erack
spread, which is a measure of
the difference in price
between crude ofl and the
refined fuel produets.

In recent history, the jet
fuel crack spread has tended
to linger around $20 per bar-
rel or less, but in 2026, it could
end up averaging more than
$50 per barrel,
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Delhi-Amritsar
Al flight briefly
infringes Pak
airspace

IANS

NEW DELHI
An Air India aircraft flying
from Delhi tw Amritsar
briefly infringed Pakistani
airspace whileexeauting a go-
around  manceuvre  at
Amritsar airport on Monday,
the Tata Group alrdine said in
a statement. The incident
involved flight Al470 and
occurred during the aireraft's
approach to  Amritsar,
according to the carrier.”

The crew operating flight
Al479 from Delhi to Amritsar
on 2 June had marginally
infringed into the Pakistan
girspace while manoeuvring
a go-around at Amritsar air-
port,” it said.
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Air Suvidha 2.0 portal

launched for Ebola screening

The Ministry of Civil Aviation and Delhi
International Airport Limited (DIAL) on Thursday
launched Air Suvidha 2.0, an upgraded
contactless passenger health self-declaration
portal, to strengthen public health surveillance in
response to the ongoing Ebola disease outbreak.
The WHO had declared the Ebola outbreak in
DRC and Uganda as a Public Health Emergency
of International Concern on May 17. The portal
enables passengers to submit a mandatory
self-declaration — covering 21-day travel history,
exposure history and related symptoms, if any -
prior to immigration clearance. The form can be
completed 24 hours in advance before arrival.
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Airlines race back
to West Asia skies as
war clouds recede

abeshek LawiElivemnl com
HEW DELHI

restore lights to West Asia,

one af their top interna-
tional markets, afver ihe
US-Irnwar flare-updisrpied
operations. Their services
across the region, however,
sl rermadn belosy this yviser-agn
levels, Wiest Aska iccounts for
nearty a third of Indinn cami
ey international possenger
traflic and is central o their
oV Erseas exrnsion plans.

Inditio and Air India
Express are leading the
e, restoring L 1o S0
of last year's June capacity, as
peopolitical tonsions eose and
airlines rebaild schedules, Spi-
cnstest anal Aliasa Air alsa 1y [o
e regrion, baat thedr presence
is relatively lower.

Daita Tromm LIK-Exased avia-
tion analytics firm QAG,
reviewed by Mint, shows
IneliGio has restored absont 74%
of its deparinres (o West Asia
dlestinations in June compared
with thesame period last vear.,
Adr linchis Exprress has restored
rierdy TO%, whille A lisdia has
brought back arourd 58% of
I8 operations, the OAG data
showed. Alr India Express,
howevier, sabd I has restoped

Yofits flights to West Asia.

In abwsalute fermes, IndiGo is

I ncian alrtines are mcing to

IndiGo and Air india Express
are leading the rebound.  as

operating L350 departures to
thee region in June, compared
with 2,343 a year carller. Alr
Inelian Express has scheduled
1244 dopart ines ajginst 1. 784
last year, while Alr India is
operating 355 departures,
compared with 607 in June
2025, DAL data showed.

Thes turmaround Follows a
seviere disruption that began
late Febrwiry, when the con
it im West Asia triggered nir-
space restrictions, Torcing
fight cancellations, rerouting
and sharpschedule cuts acroes
Coulf-bmamil services,

Far lndian airlines, this
came as a double whammy
sinsce Lhedr oy erseas operitions
were already stralned by the
closure of Pakistant alrspace

TURN TO PAGE &

Indian airlines race to restore lucrative West Asia flights

FROM PAGE1

since April 2025, which
mcreased Mving houwrs and fuel
barrn o several routes, Rising
Jet Fued prices due toowar dis-
FLRGERS [T ibone st

April =aw the stecpest con
trction inservices. The cutin
Mgt to the pegion for ihe
three irgest Inddinn operatons
rannzed fronm G8% (o 77, from
Avear ago perfod,

OAG data shows TndiGo
operated just G23 departures
o Wiest Asin destinntions in
April, down T2% from n vear
earhier. Air Incia Expross ogeer-
ated 597 departures, a decline
of E8%, while Alr Indis's
clegurtures fell 7% 1o 148

By My, eomwilitions bz i
Emprove as restrictions easod
anel airlines grodually rebuih
schedules. By June, they had
acoelerated fight restoration
tos ey places such as Duhai,

Al Dihabd, Dobaand Jeddah.

“TeeehiGio has b prosgres-
“"-‘l'l.\ restoring s India-
Wt Asia capacity, with most
of it expected to be back in
operation by the end of Junee,”
it airkiive sprobiespierson sibd
in an emailed response, 1,
hevwever, coutiomned that a full
restowation cosibil take b Wy
assameairportsstill fee con
strainls.

Aspokespersan for Adr Indis
Expross, which savs it has
restored absout BOS ol iis ogsr
ations here, ssd: “Currently,
we operate about 2,500
monthly Mights toeand from
the region koot 1250 depar
turres e Tncind,” The caerrier
s il chbong mow ot such
i Nid Muenbasii- Al Db,
the spokesperson sid. Adr
Tuschlos llicdn'e poeply to gueries.

Satyendra Pandey, manigg-
ing partner at Aairavat Tech
nalogy & Transport Vendures

Flight recovery

Airlines are racing to restone fights to West Asia, one of thes top
mernational markets, after the lran war disnupted operations.

Munber of departures in June 1026

Ve O
change {%|

26310

3030

| 4150

‘Prmymciee
Senree OAG
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BRIEFLY CROSSED INTO PAKISTANI AIRSPACE NEAR AMRITSAR

DGCA acts after Air India flight
strays into Paklstan alrspace

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has initiated interim
action against an Air Traffic
Controller (ATC) at Amritsar
and the nrlloeratmg crew of an
Air India tlight after an aircraft
briefly entered Pakistani air-
space during its approach to
Amritsar Airport on June 22,

Dversigh[ authorities are
now reviewing operational
decisions made during that
phase. One outcome has been
the suspension of certain
responsibilities pending fur-
ther review. While such inci-
dents remain rare, they prompt
scrutiny of navigation proto-
cols near borders. At present,
investigations continue without
public updates.

The DGCA stated, Air India
flight AI-479, flown using an
Airbus A321 marked VT-PPV
along the Delhi to Amritsar
path, received directions to

DGCA has launched a probe into the matter
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circle due to ongoing checks
after birds hit the runway. As
the plane began descending,
deviation into Pakistan’s sky
occurred momentarily under
guidance from radar signals.
The aviation regula-
tor stated that coordination
occurred with Pakistani air
traffic control bodies during
the event, safety being main-
tained throughout. Follow-

ing this, the plane gave up its
approach, turned toward Delhi
instead, arriving without com-
plications after a redirected
flight path. The DGCA noted
that temporary measures were
applied to both the Amritsar
air traffic controller involved
and the flight personnel, due to
their failure to notify the event
via official procedures.

Close to the India-Paki-

» Oversight authorities are now reviewing operational
decisions made during that phase. One outcome has
been the suspension of certain responsibilities pending

further review

#» Close to the India-Pakistan frontier, the event gained
notice. Surveillance of air traffic across northern regions
persists, shaped by ongoing alertness to potential threats

stan frontier, the event gained
notice. Surveillance of air traf-
fic across northern regions
persists, shaped by ongoing
alertness to potential threats.

Occasionally, flights near
borders drift into neighboring
skies while circling or being
guided by radar - when coor-
dination exists with appropri-
ate control agencies.

Not uncommon is this
shift during routine maneu-
vering, so long as communi-
cation channels remain active
between operators and over-
sight bodies. Though proxim-

ity may increase complexity,
alignment through procedural
exchange tends to prevent
disputes.

An investigation by the
DGCA appears into what
caused the aircraft to stray
beyond its assigned air-
space along with the failure
to report it promptly. Despite
this, authorities confirm there
was never a risk to those on
board because air traffic con-
trol maintained oversight dur-
ing the entire episode.

Further investigation of the
issue continues.
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FLYERS TO UNDERGO
SCREENING FOR EBOLA

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ New Delhi

THE Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) on Thursday
launched AIR SUVIDHA 2.0, an
upgraded contactless passen-
ger health self-declaration
portal, to strengthen pub-
lic health surveillance at
points of entry in re-
sponse to the ongoing
Ebola disease outhreak.

The launch follows the
WHO's declaration of the Ebo-
la outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and Ugan-
da as a Public Health Emergency
of International Concern
(PHEIC) on May 17 under the In-
ternational Health Regulations

(THR) 2005.

The current outbreak has been
confirmed as Bundibugyo virus
disease (BVD), and countries bor-
dering DRC and Uganda - includ-
ing South Sudan - have been as-

sessed as high-risk for

transmiszsion, as per WHO.
India has not reported
any Ebola cases. Follow-
ing the WHO announce-
ment, India tightened its
surveillance and public
preparedness. All suspected

Ebola cases were also found to
be negative. The government has
also issued a travel advisory
warning Indians to avoid non-
essential travel to the DRC, Ugan-
da, and South Sudan due to the
Ebola outbreak.
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Al operates
first flight
from Varanasi
under hub and
spoke model

e Wainradea Wik

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Varanasl

Alr India on Thursday operat-
ed the first flight from
Varanasi under the Hub and
Spoke model, which seeks to
provide seamless connectiv-
ity between smaller cities
and owerseas destinations,
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi saying the initatve will
bring Indla's regions closer to
global opportunities.

After inaugurating the first
fight, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammaohan Naidu said such
services will commence from
six maore cities In six weeks.

The model that seeks to
make India a global aviation
hub will enable seamless
connectivity between Tier-l
and Tier-11l airports with inter-
national destinations.

Passengers arriving from
smaller cities will be routed
through major hub alrports
such as Delhi for onward
international connections.

The Iinaugural ‘Easy
Connect' Aight All111 depart-
ed from Varanasi at 930 am
and landed at Delhi at around
10.50 am, and further passen-
gers would be connected to
nine international destina-
tlons, Including Dubal,
Colomba, jeddah and Phuket.

In a message on Thursday,
Modisald the Hub and Spoke
International fights model
would reduce travel time for
passengers, as well as bring
regions of India closer to
global opportunities.

Modl said better interna-
tional connectivity creates
new opportunities for
rrade, tourism, Investment,
education and business.
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Al flight
strays into

Pak space

B NEW DELHI: An Alr India
plane operating a filght
from the natlonal capital
strayed Into the Pakistan
airspace on Monday night
while manceuvring a go-
around at the Amritsar
airport. Aviation regula-
tor DGCA on Wednesday
sald interim action has
been taken against the
alr waffic controller in
Amritsar and also the
alirfine’s operating crew
for non-reporting of the
avent, In a statement on
Wednesday, the airline
sald the incldent has
been reported to the
regulatory authorities
and is being investigated
internally. Fm
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Indigo to resume
Madurai-Abu
Dhabi flights
from Aug 14

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Madurai: IndiGo will re-
sume direct flights betwe-
enMaduraiand AbuDhabi
from Aug 14, nearly six
months after services we-
re suspended due to ten-
sions in the Gulf region.

“The suspension affec-
ted passengers across Ma-
durai, Theni, Dindigul, Si-
vaganga, Ramanathapu-
ram and Tirunelveli dis-
tricts while reducing
international traffic and
revenue at theairport,” sa
id an Airports Authority
of India (AAT) official.

“The direct flight took
about four hours. After the
suspension, 1 had to travel
through Bengaluru or Hy-
derabad, and the journey
took seven to 10 hours in-
cluding layovers,” said S
Mohamed Ismail, a Madu-
rai-based construction
materials trader who tra-
vels to Abu Dhabi once a
month.
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