iHFi’f"'-’ *h ¥ ‘E:: .ﬂ.Ll I HUF’! 1Y OF INLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 26 JUNE 2025

Chronic understaffing at aviation
regulators could undermine safety

Yashaswani Chauhan
Chensal

The recent Ahmedabad-Lon-
don flight accident has cast
fresh light on India’s aviation
regularions. A Parliamentary
Standing Committee report
highlights severe capacity

gaps, with over 10,000 posts
remaining vacant across the

Directorate-General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the Bur-
eau of Civil Aviation Security
{BCAS) and the Airporrs Au-
thority of India {AAI.

DATA FOCLUS.

The number of vacancies
at DGCA has doubled since
2021, The outlay for capital
in the sector is being pruned
ar a time when the aviation
network is expanding rapidly
in the country.

Between 2021 and 2025,
DGCA's sanctioned strength
rose from 1,233 to 1,692 Yer,
anly 878 positions have been
filled as of March 2025, The
BCAS, which is responsible
for airport security, operates
with the least number of 374
personnel, against a sanc-
tioned strength of 598. The

AAT, which manages airport
infrastructure and opera-
tions, has more than 9500
vacancies, out of 25730
sancrioned posts.

UNDERSTAFFING WOES
The committee ecautioned
that such chronic understaff-
ing could severcly ct
rcu}gg'ul-amqr nversfg,h:mpa.nnd
passenger safety. It noted,
“Chronic under in
these institutions could un-
dermine safety, security and
service delivery
particularly as air trafhr:
volumes continue torise.”

Recruitment trends raise
further concern. The DGCA
has filled only 49 posts over
the past twoyears, despiteits
growing regulatory respons-
ihilities. The BCAS filled just
five posts in 2025, a steep fall
from 139 in 2024, The AAIL,
which recruited 952 person-
nel in 2022, has hired only 15
thisyear.

According to an answer to
aquery in the Lok Sabha, the
AAT plans to recroit 1,098 ex-
ecutive-level personnel o
bridge some staffing gaps,
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Cauite: Lok Salilia Duestion, Patbameitasy repar
with appointments sched- dent Investigation Bureau
uled in three phases between  were allocared just 15 erore
Angustand November 2025.  and T20 crore. It expressed

Meanwhile, both the
DGCA and BCAS  have
turned to contractual hiring,
Asof 2025, the DGC A has en-
gaged 107 consultants and
flight operations inspectors,
while the BCAS haz em-
ploved 14 consuttants to ad-
dress manpower shorrages.

CAPITAL OUTLAY
Ar the same time, the capital
outlay for civil aviation has
been drasdcally reduced,
from ¥755.1R crore in 2023-
..4 IPI'iw ust T70 crore in 2025-
commirtee flagped
an imbalance in how these
funds are allocated The
DGCA received T30 crore,
nearly half the wotal. The
BCAS and the Aircraft Aedi-

concern that accident invest-
igation and aviation security
remain underfunded, evenas
infrastructore grows under
schemes like UDAN,

The UDAN scheme saw a
32 per eent budget cut this
vear, even though over 1.5
crore passengers have flown
under itand 619 routes have
been operationalised. The
government plans toadd 120
more destinations in the
next decade.

‘With air traffie rising and
the sector anding into
amualler cities, the committee
has urged urgent staffing and
fiscal corrections, Without
these, it warned, expansion
could soon outpace the sys-
tem’'s ability to regulare it



AIRPUH I'SAUT HDH!TI’ UF tNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE A554M TR IBUNE GUWAHAT I 25 JUNE 2025

Public hearing on Dolu
greenfield airport held

CM terms conducive event as
a step forward for Barak Valley

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, June 24: In a
major development towards
the government's efforts to
boost air connectivity in the
Barak Valley, the public hear-
ing for the much-talked-
about greenfield airport
project in Cachar district was
held in a conducive atmos-
phere on Monday.

Held on the Banadurga
Mandir premises at Dolu, the
newly renamed Assam Pollu-
tion Control Board (APCB), as
per the Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) report dat-
ed 14.09.2006, conducted the
meeting under a thick securi-
ty cover. The member-secre-
tary of APCB, the district com-
missioner of Cachar, and the
superintendent of police of Ca-
char were among the officials
present in the meeting.

After the meeting ended,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma took to social
media and hailed the devel-
opment, calling it “a signifi-
cant milestone™ and a step
closer to realising the State's
vision for a connected and de-
veloped Barak Valley.

“The public hearing for the
greenfield Dolu airport
project in Cachar district con-
cluded peacefully today — a
significant milestone in our

journey to transform Barak
Valley into a hub of connec-
tivity and development. We
are now one step closer to
realising our grand vision for
the region. Gratitude to all
stakeholders for their coop-
eration and support,” he
mentioned in the post.

Later, Cachar DC Mridul
Yadav informed the media
that out of 151 memoran-
dums received and recorded
for the hearing, 145 memo-
randums, constituting near-
Iy 95 per cent of the total,
were in favour of construc-
tion of the airport at Dolu,
while a few voices had op-
posed the project.

“There were 32 speakers
representing 50 organisations
who took part in the meet-
ing. Of the 32, as many as 25
speakers supported the con-
struction of the airport at
Dolu, while at least three to
four speakers opposed and a
few others had their points for
better facilities. The meeting
was held peacefully and we
have had overwhelming re-
sponse towards the construc-
tion of the airport here at
Doly,” the DC said, adding
that further details and min-
utes of the meeting have been
recorded and will be forward-
ed to the government for fur-
ther consideration.
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Qatar airspace closure hits 18
int’l flight ops of Hyd airport

IndiGo, Kuwalt Airways flights via Doha mostly affected by closure

SABA ANJUM SHAIK | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 24

International flight opera-
tions  from  Hyderabad
were temporarily hit fol-
lowing the closure of
Qatar's  alrspace amld
escalating regional ten-
slons. Since Monday night,
18 International Oights (o
and from Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
{RGIA) have been can-
celled. Most of the affected
flights were operated by
IndiGo and Kuwait
Alrways, particularly
those flying wia Doha

The disruption has left

many passengers Unoer-
tain about their travel
plans, “Due to the current

situation, several flights to
Doha and those transiting
through Doha have beon
cancelled since last night,”
sald  Anuradha Chettl,
CEQ of RL Tours and
Travels.

“More than 100 tickets
had been booked, with sev-
eral more scheduled for
the first week of July
While this has caused con-
fusion, Oights on alternate
routes are operating nor-
mally”

She added that the sum-
mer break for most nter-
national students has lim-
ited the impact on student
travel.

Anil Kumar, founder and
MDD of Vimaan ClickAtrip,
said, “We didn't have book-
Ings for yesterday or today,
hut two of our passengers
are schedulad to travel to
the US via Doha In two
days. People heading o
Dubai in the coming weeks
are now worried this situa-
tion might extend to them
as well,”

Kiran Surikuchi, a trav-
eller from Dubal to
Hyderabad, sald, “My fam-
ily is flying to Hyderahad
on Sunday Airports in the
UAE have resumed opera-
tions, and while there are
some delays, flights are
maostly running on time,
Everything fecls guite nor-
mal here”

A group u:lf resmﬁenrs from Telangana reat:h-ed safely to India from cunﬂmt zone in

Middle East on Tuesday.

— BY ARRANGEMENT

Total 23 state residents
return safely back home

FROM PAGE 1

Overall, with the arrival of
three flights on Tuesday,
nearly A0 Tndians have
heen evacuated from Tran
and aboul 600 from Israel.
According to Telangana
Bhavan spokesperson Ch.
Chakravarthy, further
arrivals were expected
later on Tuesday

The povernment was
maintaining elose coordi-
nation with the ministry of
external affairs (MEA) and

Indian Embassles to facill-
tate additional evacua-
tions, partieularly [rom
Israel where outhound
flights remain disrupted
due to temporary airspace
closures, a statement said.

All the returnces have
maide their onward travel

arrangements to
Hyderabad at thelr own
CEPOnSe.

Telangana Bhavan staff
provided necessary assis-
tance, meluding recoption
at the airport, refresh-

ments, and coordination
until the passengers hoard
their domestic flights. Tn
line with the monltoring
efforts initlated by Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, the state govern-
ment was coordinating the
safe return of its citizens
from the conflict-hit Tran
and Israel, the statement.
The state government's
representatives  in MNew
Delhi are actively engaged
In recelving and assisting
all incoming passengers.

In a statement, IndiGo
astated that its operations
across most Gult countries
have now  stabilised.
“Flights into. oul of, and
through Gulf nations are
operating as schaduled,
However, with Iranlan afr-
space still restricted, some
flights are being rerouted,
leading to longer (ravel
times,” the airline sald,

By Tuesday, IndiGo’s
wehgite displayed 16 sched-
uled fights o Gulf desti-
natlons. However, key

Doha-bound Oights 65 1318
and 88 1316, scheduled to
depart at B40 am and 2.25
pin respectively, remained
cancelled. Alr India had
one scheduled departure
for the day After temporar-
iy suspending flights to
the Middle East, Europe
and the Fast Coast of
Marth America and
Canada, Alr India has now
hegun a phased resump-
tion of services. “With air-
SPAceE gr—aduaﬂ‘i reopen-
Ing in parts of the Middle

East, we will progressively
rostart operations begin
ning today Most Middle
East routes will resume
from June 25,

Flights to Europe are alsn
being reinstated. Services
to the US and Canada's
East Coast will resume as
soon as possible,” said an
Air India spokesperson.
Some Qights may still face
delays or cancellations due
tn extended rerouting and
related aperational
impacts, the abrline added.

INDIANS IN ISRAEL,
QATAR HEAVED
SIGH OF RELIEF
OVER CEASEFIRE

NARENDER
PULLOOR I DC
NIZAMABAD, JUNE 24

Indian natlonals In lsrael
and Qatar heaved a sigh of
relief on Tuesday after the
ceasefite between Israel
and Tran was announced.
A few Indians returned
home as part of the Indian
government's Initlative to
bring back its citizens
from the ecrisis-hit region
under Operation Sindhu.
Speaking to  Deccan
Chronicle over phone from
Doha, Indian Community
Benevolent Forum (ICBE)
memhber Sundaragiri
Shankar Goud said that
Indian workers have boen
spending sleepless nights
after Iran attacked the
American air base, which
18 15 ki away from the res-
idential colony for Indian

migrant workers,
Samavya,
Around  seven  lakh

Indians have been working
in Doha. OF them, around
two lakh have reglstered
with the Indian embassy,
expressing their intent to
refurn home, sald
Shankar Goud. Speaking
to [ from Tel Aviv over
mahile  phone,  Tsrasl
Telangana  assoclation
president Soma Ravi said
the ceasefire gave them a
hig relief. Around 604
Indian people wenl o
Jordan, Egypt from Israel
to reach their native places
under Operation Sindbuo
However, 161 Indian people
from Israel dercided to
leave on June 25 from
neighbouring  countries,
he sald, The families of
migrant workers also et
in touch with their mem-
bers in Israel and other
Gulf countries.
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KIA faces major disruptions

amid tensions in West Asia

ASRA MAVAD

BENGALURU, DHNS Qatar Airways
_ : line-up at KIA
midst the ongoing ten-
sions between Iran and Due to the Hamad Inter-
srael in West Asia, in- — ol : national Airport in Doha
ternational flights atthe Kem- A screengrabfromBengaluru  being shut between Mon-
pegowda International Airport Airport CO0 Satyaki day night and Tuesday
(KIA) in Bengaluru faced sig- Raghunath's videoon X. morning, five Qatar Air-
nificantdisruptionson June 23 ways [lights were diverted
and 24. Among the cancelled in-  toKIA. Theseincluded
With growing unrest in the  bound flightswereanAirIndia  flights toQatar from Ja-
region, several key airspaces, service from London, an Aka-  pan, Thailand, Indonesia,
including Qatar, the UAE and  sa Air flight from Abu Dhabi,  Hong Kong and Australia.
Bahrain, were temporarily a Kuwait Airways flight from  Theydepartedat3am
closed, causing severaldisrup- Kuwait city and three IndiGo  on Tuesday. BIAL COO
tions and cancellations. services from Kuwait, Jeddah  Satyaki Raghunath took
Between Monday and Tues-  and Abu Dhabi. to social media to share
day morning, 16 international The list of cancelled depar-  avideo of the five Qatar
flights — six inbound and 10 tures included four IndiGo  Airwaysgiantsonthe KIA
outbound — were cancelled. flights to Dubai, Jeddah, Abu  tarmac, calling it a “silver
Allcancellations were directly  Dhabiand Doha, twoAirindia  lining” for an aviation buff
related to the limited airspace  Express services to Dammam  amid the ongoing global
intheregion around theongo-  and Abu Dhabi and a Kuwait  tension.

ing conflict.

Adrways flight to Kuwait city.
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- . DGCA finds lapses...
Lapses galore in major

Additinnally, lapses in line maintenanee store prac-

airlines, airports

In & sweeping audit of India’s
busiest airports, the Divector-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has flagged serious
safety lapses and repeated de-
fects, pointing to poor main-
tenance and lax oversight by
aviation stakeholders. The sur-
velllance, conducted by two
DGCA Joint Director General-
level teams, covered major air-
ports including Delhi and
Mumbal during night and
early morning hours.

The Free Press Journal had
eatlierreported onthe DGCAS
directive to launch a sector-

wide special audit to bolster
aviation safety. The surveil-
lance covered key operational
areassuch as flight operations,
airworthiness, ramp safety, air
traffic control (ATC), com-
munication, navigation and
survelllance [CNS) systems,
and pre-flight medical checks,

The regulator identified a dis-
turbing rend: several defects in
aircraft systems had reoccurred,
suggesting ineffective monitor-
ing and inade guate rectification
b the operators, Ground hand-
ling equipment like bagpage
trolleys and belt loaders were
found unserviceable.

» Contd on | nation

tices and tool control procedures were flagged.
Without naming any operator, the DGCA high-
lighted severe deficiencies in aircraft maintenance,
These included non-compliance with work orders,
unserviceable thrust reverser systems and flap slat
levers left unsecured, and safety precautions
ignored by aircraft maintenance engineers, In sev-

eral cases, engineers failed to attend to reported
snags. Loghook errors were mmpant — system-
generated defect reports were not recorded, life
vests were impmoperly stowed, and corrosion-
resistant tape on the winglets lower blade was
found damaged.

At one girport, the centre line marking on a run-
way had faded, while rapid exit taxiway lights were
not aligned correctly. Obstruction limitation data
hednt been updated in three years, despite several
new constructions around the aerodrome.

Further, multiple vehicles operating in the ramp
area were found without speed governors. Their
airside permits were revoked, and the drivers
licences suspended. A flight simulator used for
training was found mismatched with actual air-
craft configuration, with cutdated software.

In one instance, a scheduled domestic flight was
cancelled after the audit team fagged worn-out
tyres; it was cleared only after repairs.

All findings have been shared with the respect-
ive operators, who have been given seven days o
implement corrective actions. The DGCA has con-
firmed thatthisis only the beginning — such audits
will continue to plug safety loopholes across the
aviation ecosystem.
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Amausi airport
halts two
international
flights

UP State Bureau

LUCHENOW

The Chasdhary Charan Singh
International Afrport (CCSIA)
in Lucknow experienced dis-
ruptions to its Middle East-
bound flights on Monday, as
rising tensions and security
concerns led to airspace clo-
sures [n the UAE and Qatar.
Adrport authorities confirmed
the decision was a precaution-
ary measure taken in consul-
tation with security agencies
and aviation authorities.

Specifically, two IndiGo
international  flights were
immediately halted: Flight 6E-
1415, bound for Abu Dhabi,
and Flight BE-1423,
destined for Sharjah. Both
flights were stopped just
before departure due to
restrictions in the airspace of
the UAE and Qatar,



AtRPUR 'SAUT HORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 26 JUNE 2025

zﬁlésalé:qﬂaﬂ:ﬂalﬂavﬂ

| [m & s -mmwepiorar

b T 0 M 5 o e B 13 W ol - o

ﬂs‘ ﬁ:i'_t'ﬁ e ﬂﬁm‘u‘rﬂ'n
areErErE faum oy F A
fe R A T e i
F W W E W e
TR-TeoTeT ( Eraran ) = a7
T ] e B T O e
ol % 1 gwiem 3 S #
T AT o A A e
AT 9 o A BT S
& E1E Tar g i e
T F | ° e e
AR (S AR § gHE AR
EA A JHA TR SO
EEET A= § AW & T8
a1 T o o

# o famma= e, wad &
i 7 2 s sgEd
frefoa s arafa s s =i
@ m e =
o AT A A o T A A
30 | A FEE AE
A 97 SHA S § e

:mhn’mgﬁ U 2, Sl 371 15 39 el DI T | 3@
Jia & A7 faim 4§ o o e @
HIH WA 3 @ a7 g 37 & urg e w8 Fmiof o
A figd & oifa ot on 2 2 | aE ot fewi Pl &
ferediet e e & o 39 0= e i g e
e & w4 firces ariard o ot

FAEGH feiam v e =
A | T e # o e
il i war 1% 0 AT
% i o Har g w At
e o Fat = s =
T B U e o o
TF TS S T FA A TR
# | SHIA 71 AR 37 T IEE
ward AT e (g ),

HeW, FEHE, R o
St e 8 A e e
T o ] i 3 e famar
TR | 19T T A A IR
1 thwen form o, foms o
w1 | it =1 fawel, 59
A W AT HE W A T
gz b gar = |



Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN TIMES MUMBA T 25 JUNE Z0z25

Airport inspections
lift lid on safety gaps

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said on Tuesday it has uncovered
safety violations during surprise
surveillance checks at major air-
ports, ordering airlines and air-
port operators to implement cor-
rective measures within seven
days as part of a comprehensive
safety review of the country’s
aviation sector launched after
the deadly Air India crash in
Ahmedabad.

The aviation regulator con-
ducted intensive night and early
morning surveillance operations
at Delhi and Mumbai airports
and found what officials
described as systemic lapses
across aircraft maintenance,
ground operations, and airport
infrastructure.

The enhanced oversight, initi-
ated through an order issued on
June 19 — a week after the Air
India crash that killed at least 271
people — represents one of the
most comprehensive safety
assessments of India’s aviation
ecosystem in recent years, with
similar reviews planned for
Hyderabad and Kolkata airports.

The surveillance revealed crit-

ical maintenance-related viola-
tions that directly impact flight
safety, the regulator said in a
statement. “At places, AMEs [air-
craft maintenance engineers)
were not attending to snag recti-
fication; defect reports generated
by the aircraft system were not
found recorded in the technical
logbook; several life vests were
not properly secured beneath
their designated seats,” the

DGCA revealed.
AMEs are part of companies
that run engineering and main-
cantinued on 12

SAFETY VIOLATIONS
tenance services. Typically, they
are part of the airline but can at
times include contractors. The
regulator did not identify any
specific provider.

During aircraft maintenance,
inspectors discovered that pre-
scribed work orders were not
being followed. More seriously,
unserviceable thrust reverser
systems and Flap Slat Levers —
devices used by pilots to extend

or retract wing flaps and slats
during takeoff and landing —
were not properly locked as
required by salety protocols,

The DGCA found that atreraft
maintenance engineers were nol
1aking mandatory safety precau-
tlons as specified in Alreraft
Maintenance Manuals, creating
potential hazards during main-
fenance operations,

Ground handling operations
showed significant deficiencies,
with essential equipment includ-
ing baggage trolleys found in
unserviceable condition. Line
maintenance facllities were
operating without proper tool
control procedures, violating
established safety protocols.

At the alrport infrastructure
level, inspectors found faded
runway centreline markings that
could impair pilot navigation
during critical takeoff and land-
Ing phases. Rapid exit taxiway
green cenire lights were not
functioning unidirccdonally,
Fomanl]y creating confusion
or pilots during ground opera-
tons.

Concermningly, obsiruction
limitation data around airports
had not been updated for three
years despiie numerous new
constructions in alrportvicinity
areas. No surveys had been con-
ducted o assess whether these
structures posed collision risks
toaireraft

Multiple vehicles operating in
sensitive ramp areas lacked
mandatory speed governaors. The
DGCA immediately withdrew
these vehicles by cancelling thedr
Alrport Vehicle Permits and sus-
pended the drivers” Alrside Driv-
ing Permits,

The checks also uncovered
problems with pilot training
infrastrucoure. Inspectors found
a flight simulator that did not
maitch lts correspending aircraft
configuration, with software that
had not been updated to current
versions — Issues that could
compromise the effectiveness of
pilot training programs.

The safety violations had
Immediate operational conse-
quences. One domestic {light
was held up due to worn tires
amd was cleared for depariure
only after required malnienance
was completed, demonstrating
the direct impact of the surveil-
lance on Night operations,

A DGCA official confirmed
that "findings during the surveil-
lance revealed multiple cases
where reported defects re-ap-
peared many times on alreraft,
indicating inefective moniioring
and Inadequate rectification
action on repeated defects.”
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DGCA audit reveals multiple safety
violations, defects at major airports

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
detected multiple viola-
tions related to airlines, air-
ports, aircraft mainte-
nance works, and repeated
defects in multiple cases
during its surveillance at
major airports, an exercise
carried out in less than two
weeks after the Air India
plane crash.

Without disclosing
names of the airlines, air-
ports and other entities in
relation to the defects, the
regulator on Tuesday said
surveillance covered multi-
ple critical areas such as
flight operations, airwor-
thiness, ramp safety, Air
Trafhic Control (ATC), Com-
munication,  Navigation
and Surveillance (CNS) sys-
tems, and pre-flight medi-
cal evaluations.

From a faded centre line
marking of a runway at an
airport to non-update of

Remedial measures: The aviation body says corrective actions are
expected within seven days. NI

obstruction limitation data
for three years to a sche-
duled carrier’s domestic
flight being held up over
worn tyres, the watchdog
came across multiple de-
fects in the aviation
ecosystem.

Noting that the compre-
hensive surveillance will
continue in future to detect
hazards in the aviation eco-
system, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said the findings

have been communicated
to the entities concerned
for taking corrective ac-
tions within seven days.

Systemic errors

Two teams led by the Joint
Director-General carried
out the surveillance during
night and early morning
hours at major airports, in-
cluding Delhi and Mumbai
airports. In a detailed
statement about the sur-
veillance findings, the

DGCA listed multiple cases
wherein the reported de-
fects reappeared many
times on the aircraft indi-
cating ineffective monitor-
ing and inadequate
rectification.

In one case, the work or-
der was not followed dur-
ing maintenance of air-
craft, the DGCA said and
added that the unservicea-
ble thrust reverser system
and flap slat lever were not
locked.

Further, the regulator
said a simulator was found
not matching with the air-
craft configuration and
that the software was not
updated to latest version.

Besides, a domestic
flight of a scheduled car-
rier was held up due to
worn tyres and it was re-
leased only after the prop-
er rectification.

The DGCA said it had in-
itiated a focused assess-
ment to strengthen safety
measures across the avia-
tion ecosystem.
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Adani Airports
Holdings
raises $1 bn

for Mumbai
airport revamp

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Adani Airports Holdings
Ltd. (AAHL), a wholly
owned subsidiary of Adani
Enterprises Ltd. said it has
secured $1 billion financing
through a project finance
structure for revamp of the
Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd. (MIAL).

The transaction involves
issuance of $750 million
notes maturing July 2029,
which will be used for
refinancing.

The financing structure
also includes provision to
raise an additional $250
million, resulting in total fi-
nancing of $1 billion, the
company said.

“This framework will
provide enhanced finan-
cial flexibility for the capi-
tal expenditure program of
MIAL for development,
modernization, and capac-
ity enhancement,” it ad-
ded. The transaction was
led by Apollo-managed
funds, with participation
from a syndicate of leading
institutional investors and
insurance companies
which included BlackRock-
managed funds, Standard
Chartered among others.

This issuance follows
AAHL's $750 million £-
nancing from a consortium
of global banks.

Meanwhile, Adani
Group Chairman Gautam
Adani said the group plans
to invest $15-20 billion a
year across businesses ov-
er the next five years to
chart out the next phase of
growth.

(With PTI inputs)
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Adani Group raises $1 bn to refinance
existing debt for Mumbai Int’l Airport

NEW DELHI: Adani Group
has raised 51 billion from global
investors led by New York-based
Apollo Global Management to
refinance existing debt for its
Mumbai airport.

Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd (MIAL), a unit which
operates India’s second largest
airport, will use the proceeds to
refinance debt raised in 2022, it
said in a statement.

“The transaction involves
issuance of $750 million notes
maturing July 2029 which
shall be used for refinancing.
The financing structure also
includes provision to raise an
additional $250 million, result-
ing in total financing of $1 bil-
lion,” the group said.

This, it said, will provide
enhanced financial flexibility
for the capital expenditure pro-
gram of MIAL for development,
modernisation, and capacity

enhancement. The bonds will
offer about 6.9 per cent over
the four-year tenor.

MLAL is managed by Adani

rt Holdings Ltd (AAHL),
a subsidiary of group’s flagship
firm Adani Enterprises Ltd.
AAHL holds 74 per cent stake
in MIAL and the remaining
26 per cent is held by Airports
Authority of India.

Besides Apollo, other lenders
include Metlife Inc, BlackRock
Inc and Hong Kong-based FWD
Insurance. “This is India’s first
investment grade (IG) rated
private bond issuance in the

airport infrastructure sector,”
the statement said.

“The transaction was led
Apollo-managed funds, wi
participation from a syndicate
of leading institutional inves-
tors and insurance companies
which included BlackRock-
managed funds, Standard Char-
tered among others, underlining
global confidence in India’s
infrastructure opportunity and
Adani Airports’ operating plat-
form,” it added.

With eight airports in its
management and development
portfolio, AAHL is Indias larg-
estairport infrastructure com-
pany, accounting for 23 per cent
of passenger footfallsand 30 per
cent of Indias air cargo traffic.

AAHL also holds 74 per cent
in Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd, which in turn helds
74 per cent in Navi Mumbai
International Airport Ltd.  p1I
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Passengers at
Navi Mumbai
Int’l Airport
to pay up to
%1,225 as UDF

MUMBAI:  Regulator
AERA has allowed levy-
ing of user development
fee of up to Rs 1,225 at the
upcoming Navi Mumbai
airport on an ad-hoc basis.

The airport is being
developed by the Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd (NMIAL).

Passengers flying out
from the airport, which is
to be operational later this
year, will have to shell out
Rs 620 for domestic flights
and Rs 1,225 for interna-
tional flights as the User
Development Fee (UDF).

For disembarking pas-
sengers, the UDF will be Rs
270 and Rs 525 for domestic
and overseas flights, accord-
ing to AERASs 42-page
order.

The UDF charges have
been approved on an ad-
hoc basis for the 2025-26
financial year.

The Airports Eco-
nomic Regulatory Author-
ity (AERA) said it has been
decided to allow levying
ad-hoc UDF as an interim
measure till March 31, 2026,
or till final determination
of regular tariff, whichever
is earlier.

“The revenue to be col-
lected by NMIAL on an
ad-hoc basis in the interim
period shall be accounted
for by the anthority during
the regular tariff determina-
tion exercise of NMIA,” the
order said. il
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Adani raises $1 billion for Mumbai Airport

PRESS TRUST DF INDIA B
New Delhi

dani Group has raised
A$ 1 billion from glob-

al investors led by New
York-based Apollo Global
Management to refinance
existing debt for its Mumbai
airport. Mumbai
International Airport Lid
(MIAL), a unit which oper-
ates Indias second largest air-
port, will use the proceeds to
refinance debt raised in 2022,
it said in a statement.

“The transaction involves
issuance of § 750 million notes
maturing July 2029 which
shall be used for refinancing,
The financing structure also
includes provision to raise an
additional § 250 million,
resulting in total financing of
$1 billion," the group said.
This, it said, will provide
enhanced financial flexibility
for the capital expenditure
program of MIAL for develop-
ment, modernisation, and

capacity enhancement. The
bonds will offer about 6.9 per
cent over the four-year tenor.

MIAL is managed by Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL), a subsigiar}' of
groups flagship firm Adani
Enterprises Lid. AAHL holds
74 per cent stake in MIAL and
the remaining 26 per cent is
held by Airports Authority of
India. Besides Apollo, other
lenders include Metlife Inc,
BlackRock Inc and Hong

Kong-based FWD Insurance.

“This is India’s first invest-
ment grade (IG) rated private
bond issuance in the airport

infrastructure sector,” the
statement said.

“The transaction was led
Apollo-managed funds, wit
participation from a syndicate
of leading institutional
investors and insurance com-
panies which included
BlackRock-managed funds,

Standard Chartered among

aothers, underlining global con-
fidence in India’s infrastruc-
ture opportunity and Adani
orts’ operating p[atfc-rm.
it added. With eight airports in
1t5 management and develop-
ment portfolio, AAHL is
India’s largest airport infra-
structure company, accounting
for 23 per cent of passenger
footfalls and 30 per cent of
India’s air cargo traffic.

AAHL also holds 74 per
cent in Mumbai International
Airport Ltd, which in turn
holds 74 per cent in Navi
Mumbai International Airport
Ltd. Backed by MIALS stable
asset base and cash flows and
operational excellence, the
notes are expected to be rated
BEB-or stable.

"AAHL remains committed
to a long-term vision of trans-
forming the airports infra-
structure through continued
investments in modernisa-
tion, capacity expansion, digi-
tisation, and technology inte-
gration,” it said.
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Adani raises $1-billion to refinance Mumbai airport debt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMEAI, 24 JUNE

The Adani Group issued an
official press release on Tues-
day informing that it has
raised USD 1 billion from
global investors led by New
York-based Apollo Global
Management to refinance
the existing debt of Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(MIAL).

The bonds will offer about
6.9 per cent over a four-year
tenor and the Adani-owned
MIAL will use the proceeds
to refinance debt raised in
2022, the statement men-
tioned.

“The transaction involves
issuance of USD 750 million
notes maturing July 2029
which shall be used for refi-
nancing. The financing struc-
ture also includes provision
to raise an additional USD
250 million, resulting in total
financing of USD 1 billion,"”
according to the statement.

F

"-1

Sdap,

“This is India's first investment grade (IG) rated
private bond issuance in the airport infras-
tructure sector,” the press release issued by
The Adani Group mentioned.

“Thisis India's first invest-
ment grade (IG) rated private
bondissuancein theairport
infrastructure sector,” the

statement mentioned.
“The transaction was led

by Apollo-managed funds,

with participation from a

syndicate ofleading institu-
tional investors and insurance
companies which included
BlackRock-managed funds,
Standard Chartered among
others, underlining global
confidence in India's infra-
structure opportunity and
Adani Airports' operating
platform,” the statement
mentioned.

Besides Apollo, other
lenders include Metlife Inc,
BlackRock Inc and Hong
Kong-based FWD Insurance.

The transaction will pro-
vide enhanced financial flex-
ibility for MIAL's capital
expenditure programme to
develop, modernise and
enhance capacity, the state-
ment mentioned.

MIALismanaged by Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd (AAHL),
a subsidiary of the group's
flagship firm Adani Ent
Ltd. AAHL holds 74 per cent
stake in MIAL and the remain-
ing 26 per cent is held by the
Airports Authority of India.
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Airport ban

W LUCKMOW, VARANAS|: Luc-
know alrport authorides
on Tuesday sought a ban
on laser Nghts, Kite flylng,
and meat shops withina
10km radius of the alr-
port, clitng Mght safety
risks. The appeal was
made during an Alrport
Environmernt Manage-
ment Commites mesting
chatred by divistonal
commissionar Reshan
Jacoh. Fm
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Airport to slap parking

fee on UK F-35, but yet
to work out how much

Filo Phaln

This is the first time that the US-made sophisticated fighter jet has
been stranded in a foreign country

Times Mews Network

Thirovanant hapuram:
Theairport ere willnow cal-
culste a parking fee for the
British Royal Navy F35
stealth fighter jet as it contin-
tes to be grounded following
a hydraulic snag.

Afrport sources, howev-
er, said they are yet to calen-
late the amount that needs
to be charged for the jet.
which has been stranded for
close to 10 days, 1t 18 parked
in Bay 4, used by VIP air
craft. It is not hampering
aircraft movement at the
airpart because Night traf-
fic is low

Usually, the adrport oper-
ator charges a parking fee
based on the aircraft’s
weight. But the fighter jet is
lightweight and is not a
scheduled Might. Sothe same
yardstick may not be appli-
cable in this case, Neverthe
less, the authorities may
have a bill which the Union
govt may pay because itisa

dofenee alreraft.

A team of engineers
from the UK and US will ar-
rive soaon to rectify the snag.
If it is not successful, ar-
rangements may have to be
made to move the jet out us-
Inga freighter plane.

A British high commis-
shon spokesperson said; “We
are wnrking to repair the UK
F-458 at Thiruvananthapa-
ram International Airportas
quicklv as possible. We thank
the Indian authorities for
thedr comtinmued suppore.”

There wasnmove to shift
the jet to the hangar as it
may have to be here for a
some more time, but British
Navy authorities were o
portediy rot in favourof it

This is the first time that
the USmade sophisticated
fighter jet has been stranded
in a foreign country It is part
of the Roval Navy aircraft
cartier HMSPrinceof Wales
The aireraft carrier conduce-
ed at-sea exercises along with
the Indian Navy recently.
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DGCA audit
finds safety
violations at

major airports

New Delhi: Regulator
DGCA has uneovered a
range of safiety violations
ACTOSS MaAjor airports. in-
cluding these in Delhi and
Mumbai, during an auadit
of ecuntry's clvil avistion
covsvstem. DGCA  found
nirerafl wking off with
worn e, Geded manway
markings, ami vehicles op-
erating on tarmacs with
out  spesd  governors
among other eritical laps-
(i3

“Show-couse  notices
are baing issued, and air
lines and airport operators
miest  implement  oorrec-
tive measures within 7
days. Similar inspections
are underway in Kolkata
and Hyderahad, The mess-
ape is very simple w each
stakeholder: oo compro-
mise with safety will be
permitted in any sphere
and any lnpse will invite
stiriet action.” an offickal
said

The checks follow the
fotal crush of Air India
flight 171 in Ahmedabeard
and several helbcopterace]
dents during Char Tham
pllgrimage  in Utiarak
hand in the past month
DGO A lnunched afull andit
of Indin avisthon on Jume
19 in response. “Thia proc
ess of comprehensive sur
veillance will continue in
future o deteet hazans in
the system to strengthen
safety measures geross the
seeton” Uhe alTic i) added

Twn DGCA teams, each
headed by & joint divector
general conducted inten-
sive surveillanee at Delhi's
1G] adrport and Mumbai's
CSMIA. Their review
spanned flight operations,
nirworthiness, ramp safe-
ty, ATC, and pre-flight med-
izl checks, Ground activ-
ities and aircraft  move-
ment  were  monliored
closely, according to a state-
ment from the regulator

The audit found that
multiple aireraft showed
mecirTing bechnical fiilts
due to ineffective rectifica-
ton
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DGCA audit uncovers several
safety lapses at major airports

Simulator Had E===
Outdated
Software

Times News NETwoRk

New  Delhi: Regulator
DGCA has uncovered a
range of safety wviolations
across major airports, inclu-
ding those in Delhi and
Mumbai, during an audit of
the country’'s civil aviation
ecosvstem. DGCA found air-
craft taking off with wornty-
res, faded runway markings,
and vehicles operating on
tarmacs without speed go-
vernors, among other criti-
callapses.

Show-cause notices are
being issued, and airlines
and airport operators must
implement corrective mea-
sures within seven davs. Si-
milar inspections are under-
way in Kolkata and Hydera-

SAFETY FIRST: Airlines and airport operators are being directed by
DGCA to implement corrective measures within seven days

bad. “The message is very
simple to each stakeholder:
no compromise with safety
will be permitted in any
sphere and any lapse will in-
vite strict action,” a senior
official said.

The checks follow the fa-
tal crash of Air India Flight
171 in Ahmedabad and seve-
ral helicopter accidents du-
ring the Char Dham pilgri-
mage in Uttarakhand in the
past month. DGCA launched
a full audit of Indian avia-
tion on June19 in response,

Two DGCA teams con-

ducted intensive surveillan-
ce at Delhi's IGI Airport and
Mumbai's CSMIA. Their re-
view spanned flight opera-
tions, airworthiness, ramp
safety, ATC, and pre-flight
medical checks. Ground acti-
vities and aircraft move-
ment were monitored close-
1y, according to a statement
from the regulator.

Among the violations: A
domestic scheduled flight
was delayed after officials fo-
und worn tyres. The aircraft
was cleared only after repla-
cements were made.

Multiple airceraft showed
recurring technical faults
due to ineffective rectifica-
tion. Maintenanceengineers
were abhsent during snag rec-
tifications. and prescribed
work orders were ignored.
Runway centreline mar-
kings had faded.

Ononerapidexittaxiway,
greencentrelightingwasnot
properly unidirectional, the
audit found.

Obstruction  limitation
data remained outdated for
over three years despite ong-
oing construction near the
airport. No updated surveys
had been conducted. Several
ramp vehicles lacked speed
governors. Their permits
were revoked and the dri-
vers' airport licences cancel-
led. Aircraft-generated de-
fect reports were missing
from technical logbooks, pre-
venting proper repairs. A
flight simulator used for trai-
ning did not match aircraft
configuration, with outda-
ted software.
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DGCA audit uncovers safety
violations across major airports

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Regulator DG-
CA has uncovered a range of
safety violations across ma-
jor airports, including those
inDelhi and Mumbai, during
an audit of country’s civil
aviation ecosystem. DGCA
found aireraft taking off
with worn tyres, faded run-
way markings, and vehicles
operating on tarmacs with-
out speed governors, among
othercritical lapses.
“Show-cause notices are
being issued, and airlines
and airport operators must
implement corrective mea-
sures within 7 days. Similar
inspections are underway
in Kolkata and Hyderabad.
The message is very simple
toeach stakeholder: nocom-
promise with safety will be
permitted inany sphereand
any lapse will invite strict
action,” anofficial said.
The checks follow the fa-
tal crash of Air India flight
171 in Ahmedabad and sever-
al helicopter accidents dur-
ing Char Dham pilgrimage
in Uttarakhand in the past
month. DGCA launched a

Al-171 black box not
sent abroad: Mantri

ivil aviation minister Ram

Mohan Naidu on Tuesday
denied media reports that the
black box of Al-171 had been
sentabroad because the
facility in India was not able to
extract data. “The black box is
in India, with Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau, whichis
carrying outadetailed probe
into the wholeincident. The
news thatitwas sentabroadis
false,” the ministersaid. Tvn

Guj medical college
reopens hostel mess

welve days after the Al-171

crash destroyed the mess
at Ahmedabad's B) Medical
College, killing four medicos
and injuring 24, students held
apoojatomark the launch ofa
makeshift mess at a new site.
Medical interns, who served
tirelessly after the tragedy,
calleditasymboaol of resilience.
Run by students, the tiffin-only
service will cater to over 1,000
doctors and students. Tuw

full audit of Indian aviation
onJunel9inresponse. “This
process of comprehensive
surveillance will continue
infuturetodetect hazardsin
the svstem to strengthen
safety measures across the
sector,” the official added.
Two DGCA teams, each
headed by a joint director
general, conducted intensive
surveillanceat Delhi's |Gl ai-
rport and Mumbai's CSMIA.
Their review spanned flight
operations, airworthiness,
ramp safety, ATC, and pre-
flight medical checks. Gro-

und activities and aircraft
movement were monitored
closely, according to a state-
ment from the regulator:

The audit found that
multiple aircraft showed re-
curring technical faults due
to ineffective rectification;
maintenance engineers
were absent during snag
rectifications, and pre-
scribed work orders were ig-
nored; runway centreline
markings had faded; and on
one rapid exit taxiway
green centre lighting was
not properly unidirectional.
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After disruptions, flights normalising

Al Indigo resume US, Europe, Mideast ops after airspace shut over war

VINEETA PANDEY
MEW DELHI, JUNE 24

The Indian aviation sec-
tor has started recovering
from the route diversions
and Might cancellations
due to alrspace restric-
tions in the wake of the
Israellran conflict, with
major airlines now gradu-
ally resuming Nights to
the Middle East, Europe,
the United States and
Canada. The airlines had
earlier either suspended,
cancelled or re-routed

Mights due to the escalat-
ing tensions in the reglon,
impacting thousands of
ssengers due to cancel-
tions and diversions, in
which the operations of
several International alr-
lines were affected too,

On Monday, Mlights had
to be dive as same Gulfl
countries shut their air-
space after Iran launched
missile attacks on a US air-
base in Q@atar. The rerout-
ing and cancellations also
caused significant finan-
clal losses to the airlines.

* FLIGHTS HAD to be
diverted as some Gulf
countries shut their air-
space after Iran launched
missile attacks on a US
airbase in Qatar, The
rerouting and cancella-
tions also cavsed finan-
cial losses to the airlines.

“As alrspaces gradually
reopen in certain parts of
the Middle East, Alr India
will progressively resume
flights to the reglon start-
Ing today (Tuesday), with

most operations to and
from the Middle East
resuming from June 25,°
said an  Alr India
spokesman. He added that
flights to and from
Europe, earlier cancelled,
are also being progres-
sively reinstated [rom
Tuesday, while services to
and from the US East
Coast and Canada will
resume at the “earliest
apportunity™.

“Some flights may expe-
rience delays or
B Tum to Page 4

After disruptions,
flights normalising

B Continued from Page 1
cancellations duoe to
consequential impoets
and extended re-rout-
Ings/Night times, but we
are committed to min-
imising disruptions and
restoring our schedale
integrity Alr India will
continue to avold ale-
spaces  assessed  as
unsafe at any ghven
tfime. We will keep pas-
sun s fnfor med of any

ates nnd sincerely
nppn:r.i.ule their under-
stancling The safety and
securtty of our passen-
pgors, stafl, and alrcraf
remoin our top priori-
1" the adriine sakd.

Already plagued with
npurallnnal problams.
Alr India had on
Monday night
announced it was halt-
ing services io the
Middle East, Europe
and five destinations i
the US and Canada. Air
India operates services
to over 15 destinations
in the region.

IndiGo on Tuesday
morning sald I was
progressively resuming
opératlons &8 alrports
neross the Middle East
gradually reopen.

“The Mlight operations
into, out of. and through
the Gulf countries have
stabilised and are oper-
ating as  scheduled.
Howover, as alrspace

over Iran remains
resiricted, some fMights
may toke alternate
routes, which could
result in longer travel
times," [ndiGo airlines
sald Ina travel advisory,
It hoad earlier posted
that ns afrports across
the Middle East gradu-
ally reopen. the airline
was prudently and pro-
gressively  resuming
operations on  these
PrLItes.

Late on Monday night.
IndiGo had announced
that in view aof the
evolving situation in
the Middle East, s
flights nl_'m';t:um to sl

Dok,
Bahrain, Drammanm,
Abu  Dhabl. HKuwalt,
Madinah, Fujairah,
Jeddah, Miuseat,

Sharjah, Riyadh, Ras
Al-Ehatmah and Thilisi
were suspended until 10
am Tuesday

Civil aviatlon minis-
ter K. Rammohan
Maldu snid his minisiry
1= contlnuously moni-
toring the situation and
coordinating with alr-
lines to provide real-
thme upidates,
"Pnssenger safety
remalns our top priori-
ty and every effort |s
belng made to minlm se
disTuption and incon-
venlence,” the minsier
sald,
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® It is being investigated by AAIB, says Naidu

Ahmedabad crash black box
being decoded in India: Govt

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

Putting rest to specula-
tions that the black box of
Al 171 that crashed in
Ahmedabad on June 12 is
being sent abroad for
decoding, Union minister
for Civil Aviation K.
Rammohan Naidu on
Tuesday said the black
box of the Air India plane
was being examined by
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), and dismissed
speculation that it would
be sent abroad for an
inquiry.

Dismissing news reports
about the black box being
sent outside India as spec-
ulation, the minister said,
“The black box Is very
much in India and it is
currently being investi-
gated by the AAIB.”

When asked about the
timeframe to retrieve the
data, Mr Naidu said it is a
very technical matter.
“Let the AAIB conduct the
probe and go through the
entire process,” he added.
The minister has earlier

K. Rammohan Naidu

said decoding the black
box is going to give an in-
depth insight into what
happened moments before
the plane crash.

Mr Naidu had in April
inaugurated a state-of-the-
art digital flight data
recorder and cockpit voice
recorder (DFDR and CVR)
laboratory at the AAIB in
New Delhi.  Widely
referred to as the “black
box lab,” this facility, set
up with the help of
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), is
equipped to analyse
retrieved flight data from
the aircraft. It is believed
that the black box, cockpit
voice recorder and DFDR
is being analysed in this

lab,

The London-bound Air
India flight crashed into a
hostel complex in
Ahmedabad moments
after taking off from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport on
June 12 afternoon, killing
270 persons, including 241
on board. One passenger
survived. The black box of
Air India's Boeing 787-8
Dreamliner plane was
recoverad from the site on
June 13.

Mr Naidu was speaking
in Pune on the sidelines of
the Helicopters and Small
Alrcraft Summit 2025,
organised by FICCI jointly
with the ministry of civil
aviation.

Speaking on the aviation
security measures for the
Char Dham vyatra, Mr
Naidu said safet
remained top most priori-
ty for the government.
“We want to work even
more on enhancing secu-
rity for Char Dham opera-
tions. We are looking into
enhanced safety, surveil-
lance and creating more
systems,” the Union avia-
tion minister said.
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We have a fit-for-purpose product, says IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers

bl.interview

Aneesh Phadnis
P rrbead

IndiGowill launch its
Amsterdam and Manchester
flights from July. These will
be the longest flights for the
airline and will bring it in
direct competition with
West Asian and Enropean
carriers that controla
significant market share of
long-hanl rraffic from India.

IndiGo CEQ, Pieter
Elbers, who previously led
Dutch airline KLM, spoke to
businessiine on competition
and challenges, on the
sidelines of the IATAAGM in
New Delhi earfier this
month.

Edited excerpts:

Low-cost airlines have
not been particularly

successful on long-haul
routes — a case in point
is AirAsia X. What
makes you think IndiGo
will succeed?

We are going to be long-haul
with cost leadership, but
that's not the same as long-
haul low-cost. Besides, the
lines between what was clas-
sically labelled as low-cost
and what used to be called
full service has been blurred
any which way. On the
Manchester and Amsterdam
flights, we will be having hot
meals — which makesa
sense because that’s an
eight-nine  hour  fight
People have certain expecta-
tions and they want to have
certain products included.
So we serve that. But on a
three-hour domestic flight,
it's adifferent setting.

How difficult would
these long-haul

ot of

operations be? There
will have to be
reorientation and 1
guess crew will require
to be trained in service
as well...

Of course and that's why we
have introduced the new
product on board the Boeing
787 flight on Delhi-Banghkok
route and that {aircraft) we
will shift to Amsterdam and
Manchester routes. It gives
us some time. So all that we
are doing today is to prepare
for our Airbus A350 aircraft,
which will come from 2027
IndiGo has done a phenom-
enal job in the domestic mar-
ket and has done a good job
in the region. Now, we need
to make sure that we do it in
the exact same way when we
start to stretch the distance.
And that’s a step-by-step ap-
proach — expanding the
range of flights and having
some airline partnerships. [

On the Manchester and
Amsterdam flights, we
will be having hot
meals — which makes
a lot of sense because
that’s an eight-nine
hour flight

PIETER ELBERS
CEOD, IndiGa

know from my KLM days
what needs to be in place to
make it suceessful.

So, what are the
ingredients to make
long-haul operations
successul?

I think a fit-for-purpose
product is important — and
that"s exactly what we're de-
veloping. Some partnerships

are important, which is why
we have parmered with
Delta, arguably one of the
most successful airlines in
the world. We're building
our own domestic con-
nectivity here in India — just
look at what we do in Delhi
and Mumbai. We are build-
ing up our nerwork. We have
our own lovaly  pro-
gramme. All these steps are,

in fact, building blocks to
that part.

IndiGo is known for its
strong network, clean
aireraft and puncrualiry.
These are good product
attributes for a
domestic network. But
on long-haul
international routes,
passengers also want a
premium experience

— flat beds or be served
champagne or caviar. So
some would say IndiGo
is like a McDonald’s
competing with Taj
Hotels;mg

I am totally disagreeing with
you on this. [ think the point
here is that you should make
a fir-for-purpose product.
Will we have private suites,
caviar and champagne? No,
that’s not IndiGo. But look at
what we've done with
Stretch (IndiGo's business

class product). It's a great
product, good service with
an effective price-point. 1
know every now and then
people say that hot meals are
very important. Bur for a
two-hour flight  between
Delhi and Mumbai, are hot
meals really the differentiat-
ing factor? Is lounge access a
really differentiating factor?

We see what the price-
point is and we see what
people want. But when we
start to fly to Amsterdam and
Manchester and people sit
nine hours in an aircraft, ves,
then hot meals become im-
portant. So thar's exactly
why we will have hot
meals. We don't have flat
beds, but the premium cab-
ins on the Boeing 787 aircraft
have 56 business class seats
with an inflight entertain-
ment system. It's a very good
product and doing well on
the Bangkok route.

Last year, IndiGo had
trialled in-flight
entertainment via its
app on the Delhi-Goa
route? Is the airline
expanding it?

We are locking to expand ir.
Forthe beginning, it will only
be on domestic routes. We
need to still make it fully ef-
fective and operational. We
had some first results. They
were okay, not great, not dis-
appointing either.

businessline.

Diselainer: Ruaders ard - d o warily
B make sppropeiste enguires io sty
themibes about o vty of an
udvertiiament belore neponding o any
pubished i this  sewspaper.  THG
PUBLISHING PWT LTD., the Publiher &
Cremra of Ehis waga T, dhois Aol vouch for
the Ethenticity of Gy adverissmant of
advertiiar or Bor any of the adwertisrs
preducts andler servons. In ne dvant can fhe
Crreat, Publaher, Prinwr, Edtor, Dvacean,
Ermp of this Rumpary tu
hald resporsbigliahis s any  masner
whutseever for any caims mdior dameges
Tt Balwariaemenls in hil wigaper.
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Delhi Airport sees 48 flight cancellations
amid tensions in Middle East

TG RETWORK

MNEW DELH

Flight operations at Delhi's
Imkira Gamelhi bt ermational
Airport have been severely
affected since last night,
with 48 cancellations re-
ported across both arrivals
and departures, according
o airport sources,

Among the aflected ser-
vices, 28 were incoming
flizhts and 20 were nut-
bound, with national car-
rier Adr Inchia and low-cost
operator Inditio bearing the
brunt of the disruptions.

Alr India had 17 arrival
and 10 departure cancel-
Intions, totalling 27 fights.
IndiGo followed with &
arrival and 7 departure

cancellations, amount-
ing Lo 15 Mights, Other air-
lines, including global car-
riers, saw 3 arrivals and
3 depariures cancelled,
Meanwhile, flight opera-
tions to and from several
airports in the country were
chisrupled on Monday due to

This included -

pirspace closures in Qlatar
ianil parts of the Giil fregon.
SV PLA)
in Ahmedabad, Thiruya-
nanthapuram Interna-
tional Adrport, and Manga-
haru Internatinnal Airport,
In addition, Chaudhary
Charan Singh Interna-

tional Airport in Lucknow
and Cochin International
Airport in Keraln also is-
sued advisories caution-
ing passenpgers of possible
delays and cancellations.
In a statement, Cochin In-
ternational Airport con-
firmed operational disrup-
tinns o several flights due to
operational reasons,

The affected Hghtsinclude
A1853 (Cochin to Doha),
SGOM (Cochin to Dubail,
6E1403 (Cochin to Abu
Dhiabi), 6E1493 (Cochan Le
Rivadh}, 6E1271 (Cochin fo
Muscat), GEIZT2 (Muscat to
Cochin), 6E1206,/055 (Bah-
rain to Cochin to Dammeam),
SGONT (Puhai to Cochin,
and 6E1404 (Abu Dhabi to
Cochin), it said.
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‘Defects reappeared’: DGCA ‘Defects reappeared’: DGCA..

flags airport deficiencies

DGCA, From Page 1 The DGCA said there were

multiple cases wherein the

SHEMIN JOY The statement did not name  reported defects “reappeared
NEW DELHI, DHNS Poor state of affairs any airport or airline for the - many times” on the aircraft,
» Two teams carried out surveillance during night and early deficiencies the teams found indicating “ineffective moni-

urveillance carried
out at major [irports
found multiple cases
wherein reported defects
“reappeared many times” on
theaireraft, the DGCAsaid on
Tuesday, while also flagging a
slew of other deficiencies it
found during an exercise un-
dertaken less than two weeks
after the Air India plane crash.
Other problems that were
discovered included “worn
tyres”, faded centre line
marking on runway, “unser-
viceable™ bag trolleys and life
vests “not properly secured”
beneath designated seats.
Following the crash of Air
India’s Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner in Ahmedabad, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) had also
putin placea Comprehensive

morning hours at the airports

® A team
found that a
domestic flight
of a scheduled
carrier had
‘waorn tyres

» A simulator was also found
not matching with the alrcraft
configuration and

= At an airport, centre line marking of runway was
faded; rapid exit taxiway and green centre light were not

unidirectional

Special Audit framework for
a “360-degree” evaluation of
the aviation ecosystem.

During the surveillance ex-
erciseatairports, including in
Delhi and Mumbai, the DGCA
detected multiple violations
related to airlines, airports,
aircraft maintenance works
and repeated defects in mul-
tiple cases,

The aviation regulator
looked into multiple critical

areas such as flight opera-
tions, airworthiness, ramp
safety, air wraffic control,
communication, navigation
and surveillance systems
and pre-flight medical evalu-
ations, Two teams led by the
Joint Director General carried
out the surveillance during
nightand early morning hours
atthe airports, a DGCA state-
ment said on Tuesday.

» DGCA, Page 6

butsaid it was communicated
to the concerned.

During the checks, a team
found thata domestic flight of
ascheduled carrier had worn
tyres and it was “released
only after” the required recti-
fication was carried out, The
DGCA said a simulator was
also found not matching with
theaircraftconfigurationand
that the software was not up-
dated to the current version.

Atan airport, itsaid the cen-
tre line marking of the runway
was [aded, the rapid exit taxi-
way and green centre light
were not unidirectional, the
obstruction limitation data
has not been updated for the
last three years. The DGCA
survey also found that no
survey had been performed
despite new construction
around the vicinity of the aero-
dromeand number of vehicles
in the ramp area were found
without speed governors.
These vehicles were with-
drawn.

toring and inadequate recti-
fication”,

“Ground handling equip-
ment such as baggage trol-
leys... were found unser-
viceable; Line maintenance
stores, tool control proce-
dures were not followed,” it
said adding, the work order
wasnot followed during main-
tenance of aircraft.

During maintenance, it said
safety precautions were found
not taken by aircraft mainte-
nance engineer (AME) as
per the aircraft maintenance
manual (AMM). Delect re-
portsgenerated by theaircraft
system were also not found
recorded in the technical log-
book, the statement said.

Noting that the comprehen-
sive surveillance will continue
in future to detect hazards in
the aviation ecosystem, the
DGCA said the findings have
been communicated to the
entities concerned for taking
corrective actions within sev-
endays.
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Flight forward

SRIDHAR L

& the wirkd sceelerates
Towwars net-zern mrgets,
avingionsector finds it
st mt mernssrads. Globally, nir-
poris are under rislng pressone
o reduce emissions, optimise
resouroes, and integrate enwvi-
ronmentnl aceountability into
larege-termm Infrastruceire plan-
ning. In this eenies, sustaing-
bility is no longer n periphernl
comsideration; it hns emerged
s defimnyg metrc of releance
and resilience.

Adecsde agn, large-acale sps-
tainahle airport infrastructre
ey Have seemed ambitions.
Ty, it & esential, From s
Rur-powered ermird and elec-
tric fleets weimisions racking
and regenerative design, air
ports are integrating circilar
iy, elficiency, and community
impact into their core sysoems.
For India, with its relatively
voung infrastructure and sus-
winable fuure vutlook, this
et a powerful opportmndty
o bend by design,

Onee seen a5 carbon-henvy
and inflexible, airport infra-
structiire (8 now at the lorefromt
of ransformarive change, The
focus has moved from isolated
green initintives to integrat
el sustminnbility Framewsrks
thiad span coisiracton. energy,
water, and community engage-
ment, & I]Ingl new era af
avimtion ble an responsibiling
and forvesight,

Imdin’s aviation soosystem
stands at the eenire of this ghob-
al shift. Govermment initinties
such as UDAN have
reginnal connectivity while
private-public mvesments con-
time to drive greenfield airport
development,

Acrvastheworkd, new models
are emerging — and Indian akr-
portsarealready demonstraring
whint future- readyinfrastrocture
lisikes Bk, Termminal operations
powered entirely by renevable
clectriciny, integrated waste-
water reatment, LEED Plati
mam-rated terminal buildings,
and the adaptive reuse of con-
struction materistsare nolonger
protutypes-—they mre operstion-
al realities. Initintives |ike water
Posithty tarfees significant pro-
gresonScope | and 2emissons
and aroadmapwards Net Zerno
Scope Jemissions are reshaping
b thie i ustry views resiniroe
dependency, .

Yet rapid growth brings ur-
fent questions: How can infra-
structure scalbe without imoreas-
iy eeologicn] strain? Aned more
importantly, how ean badia’s
avintion growthmodel reflecteli-
Imate conscisusness, circulinity,
and inclusive development #

There i mosmgleanswer—bui
acnavergencen| solutonsis k-
ingshape.

However, ESG adoption re-
i Iragmebed, and Scope
3 emissions, which form the
lnrgesechunk of airpore-rebaed
climate impect, have vet w0 be

signi eliminated.

The real challenge fies in
walndtreaming sustainabélity
acrossecale, not justcelebearing
peorchoets of exoellence. This will
regquire shorper policy coording
Lo, i financing incentives,
and the wdegration of envinom-
mental eriteria nto planning
and procurement framewarks.
It alsor demands a shift in how
the sector perceives risk, not
Just financial or operagional but
eoodogical ind social as well.

Indin is uniguely placed w
lendd thistranstion. Unfile many
mamreeeonommes, ldia's mda-
tinen infrasrocture 5 relatively
young. The predominance of
areenfield progects allows for
sustaimahility to be embedded
arthe planning and destgn stage
rather than revrofimed lager. In-
dissrenewableenergy potential
i vast, andd the digital maturity
of it aviation sector enables
real-thme ESG macking. amart
respurce management, and
predictive analytics s improve
performance al soulke,

‘Whatsess Indiasopportuisty
apart i the ability 1o define sus-
minahility inbroader terms—not
just decarbomisation, bt also
ecdysten stewardship and
commanicy impact. ina country
where pirpors are closely inee-
gruted with local geographies,
enviranmental action st
intersect with social responsi-
liliey. Maodels that revive native
teodiversity, support rural lveli-
hoods, enhance water seouriry,
and strengthen local ediscation
systems are just ad eritheal ag
nithieving net-sero sttis.

Tovirulyreimagi i
awviation, the sector must adopia
systemi-level niindset, Sustaima-
bty et bee o il weert-
cal; it must be woven imn soraze-

al reportimg frameworks, build-
g ESE capacity seross the avl-
ation vhse chain, and adopting
a lifecycle approach o capital
decisiomswill bl

Muoredwer, o single ety can
drive this shiftalone. [t needs col-
laborative ecnsystems, where
airport operaters, pirkines, oty
planners, regulneors, invesitons,
and communities co-create
climate-aligned avintion Bloue-
prints. The transition to sos-
tainable aviation fuel, electrc
gronind transpart, and intermaod-
il green mobiliy hingeson such
parmerships being strategicand
sustained,

The path ahead s complex,
bt thie pgrortun ey s profousd.
Indizhasihe petentialinleadnal
only in passenger volumes and
conmectivity but also ns 3 model
for how rapidly growing econo-
imiess can bl sustainalde man-
o eeosystems from the grousnd
wp. The choices we make todny
will shape wur nntilmlrgfary
ant define our glabal standing.

e werfrer is Asvisranr Viee
Prevident & Head - ESG,
Bangalore frvermationa!
Afrparr Led)
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Two Wks After Al Crash,
Probe Lead not Named

AAIB eyes ex-Airbus safety exec Rebbapragada

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Almost aforinight after an
Ajr India plane crashed in Ahmedabad
Killing 274 people, the Alrcraft Acci-
dent Investigation Burean{ A ATB)is yet
to appoint a lead investigator to probe
theaccident. The delay say experis, rai-
ses questions an the efficiency of the
probe process which has 1o be necessa.
rily completed inatime-bound manner

International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAD) rules stipulate that the
inwvestigator-in-charge of an air crash
will be responsible for the organisa-
tion, conduct and control of the proba.
ICAD's Annex 13, which outlines gui-
delines for aireraft accident and inci-
dent investigations, also states that a
preliminary report has to be submit-
tod within 30 davs of anaccident.

Official Order Awaited =12

M Tata Sons, 5'pore Airlines
Invested 79,558 cr in Al »» 4

A TIMELINE OF AIRLINE PROBES
DATEOF | INQUIRY | FINAL
ACCIDENT | STARTEDOM | REPDAT DN

| SAUDIA (BOEING 747) AND '
| KAZAKHSTAN AIRLINES |
| (IL-76), AT CHARKHI DADRI
12Nov, | 16Nov, | 15July,
1996 1996 1997

| ALLIANCE AIR (BOEING 737) |
17 July, a Au& 31 March,
2000 2001

| AIR INDIA Exm-:ss (BOEING 737)|
22May, = 3June. | 16 Mov,
ALh_§ 010§ eodlh HE
| AIR INDIA EXPRESS (BOEING 737]|
7 AUg 13 Aug. 13 Jan,
2020 2020 2021

HotE: Investigations

1l 2010 were done B e i

through 3 court af - —
nmuiry as AAE

wasn' T established

Official Order Awaited

=+ From Pagel
Peoplemware of the developmmsmnls s
I Dhruy Bebbapragads, [oemer me-
ghanal safety direcior e 5ot Asla
ab Akrbs his been Dnallsed (o lead
Lhe imnepsd |t bon peimel. Prior (o Ale
bus, Hebbaprapads was chisd of
Mgt aafety anid & Gor e ot ot b
et mldine IsliGo. He has alss led
multiple lmvesthzatlons for A AR

Huowever, Refibapragaida s unable o
Tormally initiate the brvest ipstion in
lothe deslly crash of e Boeing 787
Dregmlines airersdd in the abeenceof
A pvErnmenl ordee

Reblapragads did nel respond o
calls ard mesanpes: neliber did the

Nlinkstry af Clvil Avestion Cleilayvia-
Ui sscFetary Samle Himhar Siaha
il ok respind tomultiple messages
and v Emall elther “The annminee
ment ol e nvestioation commbiles
Tias o e Lo e offhe bl ader by
e D¥iresctor Crarer ] of A ATH 18 di-
e sy hormise Lhes Ip-charpe then will
Tasve @ budpet, will be grantsd he po-
WEE 0 surmman, has anh iedered ac-
oeas i e crash alie and wreckaps
Incinding the Qightdasta reconber and
ook wo recordes: (therwise, B
anehas any ol igaron looomply” sa-
1 Avmilt Shiigth, Ttirdler of Safsty Mal
lers Foundsdion, which works an ay
(FAR RIS D0

AATH has stnrted o formal Enjry

ININER oI5 CTRASIE WAL B CERET IO
apency oommencing is lnestizs-
Uor, the civil avEarkon minksiry said
an e 12 Clvl avistlon ministes
Ram Mohan Naidu rellersted on Tu

sy it AATH wis leading The pid-

o ] o pati] hios been formed. He,
howeyer, declined @ eommil inany -
meline i completing the process.

“The lwvestgation basstaried fam
D L1 o ol en il o it sy piesssiLd-
e Lt e po hrongd (s aliole
prooess,” e minlster sl

People nvodved in Che process suld
however Hent the gavernnsend el o
|zt @ Brmal onder e probing the
crash.

1 S0, wheth an Alr Indin Expiess
plane erashed 16 Callewt killlng M
and injuring many, the AATH, thig
ighoa formasl arder, appolnbed & Ove
ol e e heibed by a pllod.
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Tata Sons, S'pore
Airlines Invested
79,558 crin Air

India in 2024-25

Press Trustof India

New Delhl: Tatn Sodis aid Sligs
Adpfiries Irveste] USSR crafe 16 Joss
makirg Al Tndes in MEREES, with the
promalers plmping el croee
akpaie th March this vear

The abrdine belng pillided by Takis
altsee Jnmary 5002, o ornbaried an
ael asnbitlsis Ovevesr ranadiens
thort plam P Sovernbeer A2, Visiirs

B julsel veniss Betwess Talas ind

Singapare Alrdines wiis et jred
with Alr Indis, lollowing which the
Bingaprean carrisr acguined 2 251 %
stk In Adr Tsdlis

I Fesponiae b g aierled st fundrad
aliwg, mn Adr Indis spokespersarn folid
FTIL an Wednesdy tsal 1s slaarekisl
thers hive topelher inflsed sl ool
ol e he o 6, N errares I NS
tnrmaeet b A 1] Ine's conritad expend o
P regllrespen iy

Thla Bofis lHvesis] B 234080 eians
i Shipapare Al lnes put b8 ST 18
crore in Alr Indks, taking the total
Fiataed dnlssiom o RS 8 550 croce nthe
Mevwiikal yer emled Marh 005

“Pursiant to the merper ol Vista
with Alr India in Novesnsber 0, the
gharcholders hove tepether dalfised
Eresh caxpiind of over €6 5o in the:
Naral year ATH-ES Theanid nfislonis
b et (e coetEn s reglikremenl
biwrarits caplosl scuend i e, working
cagual mnd growth nifistives ™ e
Alrindis spokieaperseisall Ly siake
m=tsl i T

In Morch this year Toin Sons pam
o] L1y 68 F2E B erore, and Singapors
Adrlines s b ] 0RO GE crore 10 A e
Inilla, aevording o repulntoey lings
mrressel by bisiness  sidell Eence
platfirn Toller

Thruugh the prefierentisl allotment
ruliie Thai Sons wns saue] e oves
AR crore epulty shires sl Singsgore
Adrlines was allotted e more Uy
175 crobe ity alikres &) 6 pess of
MR nnkere. he Olings showesd

Thes sty sdunies, hanving a fhee v
Lide ol B9 apkeste, wese isagies] wills &
prEmiim of E2L1EE par egquity share
Thesy were alloftes] an AMnrch 3

Prioeio the finding 1o Morch. Sings-
pore Aldlnes bl fovestsd EGO525
etire in A Tmdls Iy SE5-25

For the nlioe moi s ended Decen
b 5 ME A Tnid ks Group's kas he-
Dt esicw o bt e st 0 0 0031
crore Whils revesines wen GRIEE
erore a8 pet the peovisiomi] Nimres
et o e b Whe (ngs

Corrently, Alr Dndin s prappding
writh the Balloau of theiud ernshof Hs
Londnn Gatwich-bound Beelng T8
ndrvrail soan afler kel o Ab
sl ot Jusee 12 10 (he gocident
e the airoral craahe Fbo & e
itleal heated compbey i Alumedabind
T pesogple e, mrelnding 240 wh we-
revirhesard Chies psseaer Ly v
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S'pore Air Flags
Climate-related
Compliance Costs
as Emissions Rise

Bloomberg

Singapors Aldines has warmed it
faces cost challenges from clima-
te-related complisnes ns emis-
alons rise on growing passnger
and freight valumes.

The groupanticipates that the ca-
tepory, which Ineludes the use af
credits under the Carbon OiTset-
tingand Reduction Schems for In-
ternational Aviation, could havea
“high risk” impact of mare than
SE8200 million (SL50 milllon) by

o0, according o A sus-
talnabiillly repart pub-

Lishesd Wednesdmy
Soope 1 emisslons
thoss ted directly 1w

flight operatons, and

the carrier’s larpest seg-
menl — rose 14% in the 12 months
throuph March 1 on higher Doel
cansumption  from  passenger
growth and alrspace restricthons,
which lengthened some |ourneys,
e repart sakd. Snpapore Alclines
15 tarpeting nel e smisshons
s 1S ovpesrat bois: by 050,

“The alrline Indostry's key near-
term decarbonisation lever s re
placing older generation alrcraf
withmodern fed-eMclent models,
which emit slgnificantly less car-
bon,” chisl executive allicer Gah
Choon Phong sakl i the repodt.
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Singapore Airlines,
Tata Sons invested
¥9.5K crinAlin FY25

TATA SOMS AND
Singapore Arlines
invested #9558
crove i

in IL'ﬁ-h
rmaking Alr Incha in FY 25, with
the promoters pumping in
R4, 506 crore alone in March
this year, The airine has
EBITiar kt‘| I cinan Jf'*1ilil s
five-year transformation plan
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Air India,

Al Express
resume flights
to Middle East
PTI

Air India and Air India
Express on Tuesday progress-
ively resumed their services to
the Middle East, with flights to
Dubai and Muscat, respect-
ively, ascountries inthe region
reopened their airspaces.

With escalating tensions in
the Middle East, especially
after Iran launching missiles
against US airbase in Qatar,
some countries in the region
shut their airspaces resulting
in numerus flight diversions
and cancellations, including
by Indian carriers.

Air India and Afr India
Express — have restarted
flights to cities in the Middle
East
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Investigators fault Boeing,
FAA for door-plug blowout

LIS Safety Board is set to vote on likely causes of January 2024 accident

= mme—
(e

ederal imestigaiom sid

Hosing's Bilure to o

vide admpobe training,

pulilanee snd oversighi

for lbs manufsctoriog
uperminns was 1o blame for the
tloor pilug thak flew off 2 Boeie
T MAX plane kst year.

The National Tramsporiation
Safiety T abso fonmcl then imef-
lective regubiiary enforcemeni
comtritati o the arvickesst, which
terrified pasengers and crew on
mn Alaska Aarfines flight year but
bt et iy desths orseri-
s mjuries.

Horing is sill grapplieg wih
Fellosui froms the inecident, which
led b anare stnmygend federal over-
shgh of Boetes's manufacmrieg
opermtions. and  feadership
chenges ai the company. umde-
fimed The NTSE held a puhblic
mwetare Tiessclay in-share findlings
ol s lwrvestiraidon inio the diour-
iz bilrwont.

“Anaccident e thisonby hap-
prnswhenibhere am multiphe s
tem finfhrres.” N TSTctair evmifier
Hiomendy said o the meeting.

Thie Andings

T oo b, beft Bl s Foac-
oy in Hembon, Wash without
[t beeslts naseeched o e s fomee-
lzgre panelin place.

The paned hac shifted wprommd
tluring prior flights the airoal
e afier i wend in service, furmot
ecrzh or crew (o pobice dunng
el wallcnmimds, N TSI imve-
tigatnes sid. Theydetermined that
ey e ety instalied bolt st
the et e odfthie panel would b
bl it i place i was sopposed 10
b o for redunadamcy:

Invesdigaioms noded pirobilens

The deasar plug ket Bossing's tactony in Remaon, Wastngran, sihou

fiour boits nesded to keep s fuselage panal in place

withsmvemlal Bosing's processs=:
inclniimg worker traiming and
repmtrdocmmeniaton Foresmple,
worbersadichn t desument the door-
ol ok, s thaere i stillno fimal
determinarns eowheremoved the
paned, stz sid

Adibe-timenfthe acoident, Hoe
g bl 24 iechoransworkingon
dhonrs at is lernin fachony, inves-
tigmtors foumd. OF those techni-
clars, onbyane

had st TE WAL STREET JOURNAL

EICT T, 0
dioer plug in
the past, and ke was on wacaiion
thuring the sme of the sendoe.
The NTSHalsoited ineffertve
oW ersight from the Federal Avis
tiom Achministration At the timeol
thescrielent. the FAA anly main
tzinezl reconds daiing back frve
s, wiliboch s i st pop-
erly aoditing systemic lssues
related o nemovals, the imnestior
torssaid

[Tre 1]

The evestigation @i fui
arny e with Abska's erews opual-
(fcatomsnrihe atrline's prefighs
Insperiion.

The recommenbtinns

NTSH stall proposed B new
salfiety recomaEen datons o pre
verd smilr socidenis, inchodieg
1k i the Fot amed mine for Boe-
ing

Dot i plarminga nened simo
for the door
plug. lince
approved, the
FAA shaomld
lsmnea direcerve o pemiitaireml
with the updaied vemsion, the
NT5Bshl

Thhe XTSHsid the FAd shoolid
evalume s processss 1o make
sire |t menagess and isspectons
ran hetier recond, trach snd
resulve repeated sysbemic dis-
e

Amothes recommendation sug-
gesied the FAA keep mecords

relmed i historicd onmeplisnce,
enfomeement, survellance and
audits formuore tham five vears.

The-NTSH revonmmendead foe-
img develop a more stmctured
oai-thejob iraining progrem. s
muarnfaciumeg personred siber
progress can. b tracked. The
e alsn recomneenched] that a
third-party smiiety panel comduc
an independen review of Boe
ing'ssalety culture.

The-stalfreiteraied a prior rec-
ommendstion on child-=afey
restraints. Three chilldrn travelel
o theirparenis' L om the flight,
anad whiile iy weren't injuredd
the imcident umdenscored the
risks, the pamel sid. The Fat
dhressan t requine chibdren uncer the
age of 2 o be restrained im thelr
O S

The respoma:

The Fauk sanied it hiars fumctarmem
el g b o ovensees Bhoe-
img sine thie door-phug incidems
andwill onntiome aggresn e over
sighat, imchuding weekly meaings
with the company i nevien
amgress. Safety insgpercinms concun
e tangeed el awds s and Insper-
thom it he company s faciinie.

e aprracy scaic] {bunt wrhile Bloe-
ingris making progress, the FAA
wonr & lift s cap on 57 monthly
jervsct o il b overdicend the
CHmpny can e s ety and
guzliny while mmgsing up. Rigia
mw, prosduction is limd ed 1o 4
plamesa nenih

Btz s iwould reveew ihe
NTSH's final repont and recom
mendations = i ks mloing
imprevemends *We al Bosing
regr this seciderd and conimue
ok um strengtheniog iy
andl guallity acroms oiar opera-
thnns,” thecompany sl
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DGCA gives 7-day deadline to fix safety flaws

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

he Directorate General of

I Civil Aviation (DGCA)

has taken strong excep-

tion to several defects at major

airports and airlines and direct-

ed them to rectify the flaws

within seven days. The regula-

tor, however, refrained from

disclosing the names of airlines
and airports.

From a faded centre line
marking of a runway at an air-
port to non-updation of
obstruction limitation data for
three years to rapid taxiway
flaws and unidirectional light-
ing issues to ground handling
equipment’s such as baggage
trollies, BFL, were found unser-
viceable, the DGCA came
across multiple defects in the
aviation ecosystem,

Two teams led by the Joint
Director General, DGCA car-
ried out comprehensive surveil-
lance during night and early
morning hours at major air-
ports, including Delhi and
Mumbai. The surveillance cov-
ered multiple critical areas
such as flight operations, air-
worthiness, ramp safety, air
traffic control (ATC), com-
munication, navigation and
surveillance (CNS) systems
and pre-flight medical evalua-
tions. Throughout the surveil-

lance, gmund activities and air-
craft movements were closely
monitored to check the compli-
ance of regulatory require-
ments and to identify weak
areas for improvement.

During the surveillance,
domestic flight of a scheduled
carrier was found to be held up
due to worn tyres and was
released only after the required
rectification. There were mul-

le cases wherein the report-
eg defects reappeared many
times on aircraft, indicating
ineffective monitoring and
inadequate rectification.

Ina detailed statement about
the surveillance findings,
DGCA listed multiple cases
wherein the reported defects
reappeared many times on the
aircraft indicating ineffective
monitoring and inadequate
rectification. “During mainte-
nance, safety precautions found
not (to have been) taken by
AME (Aircraft Maintenance
Engineer) as per AMM

Maintenance

{Adrcraft
Manual}; at places, AME was
not attending to the snag rec-
tification; defect reports gener-

ated by the aircraft system, were
not found recorded in the
technical loghook.” the state-
ment said.

Also, DGCA found that sev-
eral life vests were not proper-
ly secured beneath their desig-
nated seats in aircraft and the
corrosion-resistant tape on the
right-hand side winglet’s lower
blade was found to be dam-
aged. At an airport, centre line
marking of a runway was
observed faded and the rapid
exit taxiway, green centre light
was not unidirectional. The
obstruction limitation data was
found to have not been updat-
ed for last three years and no
survey has been performed
despite many new construc-

tions around the vicinity of

aerodrome, DGCA said.
However, names of the air-
ports were not disclosed. “A

number of vehicles in the ramp
area were found without speed
governors. These vehicles were
withdrawn by cancelling their
AVP and drivers ADP were
suspended,” the statement said.

Further, the regulator said a
simulator was found not
matching with the aircraft con-
figuration and that the software
was not updated to the current
version. Besides, a domestic
flight of a scheduled carrier was
held up due to worn tyres and
it was released only after the
required rectification was done,
it added.

DGCA emphasised that it
has initiated a focused assess-
ment of the aviation ecosystem
to strengthen sa.fer}f measures
across the sector. “Throughout
the surveillance, ground activ-
ities and aircraft movements
were closely monitored to
check the compliance of regu-
latory requirements and to
identify weak areas for
improvement,” the statement
said. The surveillance, which
comes against the backdrop of
the fatal Air India plane crash
at Ahmedabad on June 12,
covered critical areas such as
flight operations, airworthi-
ness, ramp safety, air traffic
control, communication, nav-
igation systems and pre-flight
medical evaluations.
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Lucknow airport seeks

ban on Kkites, lasers

Wants removal of meat shops near premises for safety

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA m
LucknowN\aranasi

he Lucknow airport
Taulhuriiies have soughta

ban on laser lights and
kite flying within a 10-kilome-
tre radius of the airport and
removal of meat shops in the
vicinity to address concerns
aver flight safety, officials said
on Tuesday.

The requests were made
during a meeting of the Airport
Environment Management
Committee, chaired by
Divisional Commissioner
Roshan Jacob at the Chaudhary
Charan Singh Auditorium,
amid heightened sensitivity
following recent air safety inci-

dents, including  the
Ahmedabad air crash.
Airport authorities informed

the divisional commissioner
that a letter had been sent to the

police commissioner of

Lucknow, seeking a ban on kite
flying and use of laser lights
around the Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport.
Jacob directed the concerned
departments to act promptly

and assured airport officials of

full support from the govern-
ment to ensure smooth and
safe operations.

Officials said 4 to 5 meat
shops had been identified in
the vicinity of the airport and
called for their removal, citing
the danger posed by birds
attracted to such establish-

ments.

Meat shops attract birds like
kites and crows, which can
pose a threat to aircraft during
take-off and landing. Airport
authorities should also conduct
awareness drives to educate
nearby residents, an official
statement said.

The divisional commission-
er directed the Lucknow
Municipal Corporation (LMC)
to ensure immediate removal of
these shops. She also instruct-
ed the LMC to sterilise street
dogs around the airport and
remove towers or stair struc-
tures atop high-rise buildings
near the ranway approach path,
terming them as potential
obstructions.

The meeting was attended by
officials from the airport, Air
Traffic Control (ATC),
Lucknow Development
Authority, state forest depart-
ment, and other departments.

Similar safety measures are
being implemented at
Varanasi’s Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport.

Airport Director Puneet
Gupta said the emergency
response system is fully active
and an agency has been
appointed to manage bird haz-
ards, “An agency has been
tasked with ensuring protection
from birds. The airport admin-
istration has also installed fire-
crackers, sound guns, and sonic
boom equipment to scare birds
away,” Gupta said.
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DGCA finds several flaws within domestic
airline operations, gives 7 days to fix issues

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 24 JUNE

Aviation safety watchdog
DGCA has carried out com-
prehensive surveillance at
major airports, including Delhi
and Mumbai, and found sev-
eral shortcomings within
domestic airline operations
at some airports.

The DGCAis the regulatory
body in the field of Civil
Aviation primarily dealing
with safety issues and is fully
committed for safety and
security of air operations in
the country.

"As partofits commitment,
DGCA had issued an Order
onJune 19 toinitiate a focused
assessment of the aviation
ecosystem to strengthen safety
measures across the aviation

sector,” the Ministry of Civil
Aviation said in a statement
on Tuesday.

The aviation regulator,
which ordered a new set of
Comprehensive Special Audits
of airports to enhance safety
following the jolt to the coun-
try’s civil aviation sector in
the wake of the tragic Air India
crash in Ahmedabad, found
"multiple cases wherein the
reported defects re-appeared
many times on the aircraft
indicating the ineffective mon-

itoring and inadequate rec-
tification action on the
defects/repeated defects”.

As part of the inspections,
certain safety violations and
lapses have been identified
and action is being taken,
including in line maintenance
stores, wheretool control pro-
cedures were not followed,
the aviation regulator said in
a statement.

The regulator also found
that during maintenance of
aircraft, the work order was
not followed and, in some
instances during maintenance
safety precautions by aircraft
maintenance engineers (AME)
per the Aircraft Maintenance
Manual (AMM).

Black Box is in India, being
examined by AAIB, says Civil

Aviation Minister: Civil Avi-
ation Minister K. Rammohan
Naidu on Tuesday made it
clear that India is analysing
the black box of the Air India
aircraft that crashed in Ahmed-
abad, andit has not been sent
abroad, contrary to some
earlier reports.

Addressing an aviation
summit, Naidu said, “It is all
speculation. The black box s
very much in India, and it is
currently being investigated
by the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB).”

On being asked about the
black box information to be
released, the ministerreplied
that it's a technical process
and will take some time. He
went on tosay, “Let the AAIB
do its job and complete the
full investigation.”
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Middle East airspace
closure hits flights

Times News NeTwork

Ahmedabad: Air travellersin
Gujarat faced a spate of dis-
ruptions on Monday as multi-
ple international flights to and
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International (SVPI) airport
in Ahmedabad were either de-
layed or cancelled due to the
closure of airspace in parts of
the Middle East, due to securi-
ty coneerns.

Several departures .,

to key Gulf destina-
tions, including Sharjah,
Abu  Dhabi, Dubai,
and Euwait City, were
delaved by hours. One
flight each to Abu Dhabi
and Kuwait City was cancel-
led. Inbound flights from Abu
Dhabi, Dubai, and Sharjah al-
s0 saw extended delavs, with
one Abu Dhabi arrival cancel-
led. Delays ranged from 45 mi-
nutes to three hours,

The SVPI airport operator
issued an advisory urging pas-
sengers to check with theirair-
lines before arriving. Airlines
operating these routes have
had to adjust flight paths or
cancel services.

Given that Gulf couniries
are major transit hubs and ho-
me to a large Gujarati diaspo-
ra, these disruptions left hund-
reds of passengersstranded or
forced to alter their travel
plans. Airlines have issued ad-
visories, urging passengers to
monitortheirflight status.

*“The flight operations into,
outof, and through the Gulf co-
untries have stabilised. Howe-
ver, as airspace over Iran rema-

ins restricted. We re-
commend keeping a clo-
se watch on your flight
» statusforupdates,” said
# IndiGo airlines on its
social media handle.
“Thue to the recent re-
gional situation, a number of
Emirates flights were rerouted
en route to Dubai on June 23.
After risk assessment, Emira-
tes will operate flights as sche-
duled, using flight paths well
distanced from conflict areas.
Some flights may incur delays
due to longer re-routings or
airspace congestion, but Emi-
rates’ teams are working hard
to keep to schedule and mini-
mise disruption” states an ad-
visory by Emirates,
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Flights cancelled, diverted, delayed - travel chaos leaves thousands stranded

"This is a serious
setback for

® tout
‘The mental toll of planning travel [0

Spaaking on the disruption
in air travel, Ravi Gosain,

. . ' President, IATO, said, “The
rou e I e u s now I s rea g S
Air between lran
c 1 i = | Ao, o s - % —_— . ;

and lsrael has
M'ﬂ begun to couse
muidl the lenswons mnd unrest in A Lt e 1 - N Yt L X s
the Middle East, on Monday, -\‘y_ +r o U N 1 :
mdtiphe countries closed thele i ) & h .’f’ L -

£ - the highest widespread
airspaces and severnl Middls Eastern

% : number of disruption in

International

: ir travel...
atritnes cancelled thelr fights. While carriers, :;I,,'i.fmu
Alr India had temporarily suspended op- about 11.30am development

erarkoms to Morth America, Europe and
the Middle Enst. on Tuecsday: the airlines
said 1t will progressively resume flights
to these regions. However, with several
lomg-haul lights cancelled, delayed or di-
verted. travel anxlety has been running
Tizh sl trip organisers report there is
pan e among travellers as many hvve
bisen stranded around the world

is o serious
sethack
for India’s

Indba and key markets in
Euvrope, the Middle East,
and North America will
be significontly affected,

Chaosis an Impacting both outbound
#< understatement and inbound traffic. If
nghf nuw' we have the situation continues to

ascalate, we moay witness
large numbers of travellers
stranded at various global

passengers stranded
everywhere since last

nighf and with the ichwi |_ as of | Y tllliltllpnll'lb. Tlh':;_-:_\-ill I
situation changing so Tuesday 1 :ﬁéﬁ:n;s:::fa?sg; ﬁ;':.:
frequently, there is a lot A e e
of Pa:lll": among the Qamr Bahra|n and KLMalt TerEm alfﬁpac‘e — insurﬂl‘ll:l! ond increased pres.aur'u
tr (] - r rators and
au..emfz,smﬁug, Gurgaon- A issile strike on us. base in Qatar ; amust’ D;i:*l?:e mﬁﬁi t:prcﬂ-"rﬁe
based travel agent fD“OW|ng mis . @ Mandatorily check your emergency asslstonce”
e flight status before leaving =
3 for the o
= T ——

Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar reupen
airspace, resume flights with caution

EmiratesSupporl

® Maointain contact with your
travel agent, especially for Mrlﬂdlﬂ. Uﬂ'ﬂf
cancellotions, emergencies domestic
® Moke sure you have o travel i
insurance that covers you for Fﬂ'ﬂﬂln‘v
deloys and dsruptions  pesume Flights’

Due to the recent regianal situation, a number of it's always the common man that B chuinon)
Emirates flights were rerouted enroute to Dubai on 23 June. ts affected by th < El [ @IndiGo6E
but there were no diversians. After a thorough and careful risk getsa ed DY the war: Flyers Travel Advisory

As airports across the Middle East gradually reopen, we
are prudently and progressively resuming operations on

these routes. J : L ) ’
Wi continue to moniter the situation closely and are fully
considering the safest available flight paths Lo ensure secure |

and seamless travel.

assessmient, Emirates will continue 1o operate flights as scheduled, @hryazz
using flight paths well distanced from conflict areas. The metal Gl of plawiig

@qatarairways Constantly watching the news,

| i i ta) health matters, We can't keep pretending
Qalgr Airways confirms relinstatement of flights this ariety s exhausting. Nerl a Ot il
a5 airspace recpens in the State of Qatar it doesn'L Options fike opting out or getting

55 - - 1 ATravelArmety 4MentalHealthiMatters
Our focus at this time is to help aur passengers and stress-free. 1 @@
| return home or reach their onward journey safely | Dkalesh 13

| and smaothly.
Bttt W
After briafly closing their cirspace, Bahrain and Kuwoit have feopened s always the common man that gets affacted by the war,
mﬁgumsmmmmmmgfwmmmm @djamik
following o SUSPEns| warned
cancellations on X. With Russion and Ukrainian airspoce shut due to the S atarainwars what kind of mess Is going on a1 Daha airpart? You
after waiting over 10 hours and my eldery
wering phone calls

travel through the Middle East right now is real.
feeling unsate, and tearing the unknown,

{ @flyspicejet
#Travell Ipdate: Due to airspace closure in the Middie East,

some of our flights may be affected. Passengers are advised
te check their flight status

@kalesh 13

In a trovel advisory, Air India announced, "As oirspoces gradually reopen
in certain ports of the Middle East, Alr India will rosUmE
flights ta the region starting today, with mast operations ta and from
tha Middle Eost resuming from 15 Juna. Flights to and from Europe,

iously cancelled, are also being progressively reinstated from
while services to and from the East Coast of the US and Conada will
rasume at the earliest oppertunity. Some flights may exparience delays

angaing war, the Middle East hos become a key corridor for Europe-Asia
flights. According to aviation risk consultoncy Osprey Flight Solutions,
carriers are now likely avoiding hubs like Doho and Dubai over fears of
patential drone or missile strikes on US miltary bases in the region,

cancelled connecting flight :
parents and young children are stranded. Nobody's ans

of chat

or cancellations due to consequential impocts and extended re-routings/
'Keep extra time in hand for layovers and diversions’ Bt i, oLt we Crs Qs Lo s sing CEsptices:
Travel operators advise Evrope, Middle East, and US-bound flyers to keep extro tme in hand. ""We're asking passangers ta i 3 s
aflow ot least 48 hours for long-houl flights, especially for loyovers ond diversions,” says Saif Bakdtiyar, o Dethi-based trovel It feels like the inbound tourism Indmw Is Cﬂppl!d after the Iran-lsrael
curator. Ta this, Komal Yodavy, manoger at Adventurers.com odded, “The longer routes require extra fuel, which is impacting war. Our future foreign bookings are all in limbo due to this situation
fores, end oiso hoving a cascading effect on the time taken to travel! = Muzammil Mazir, Delhi-based travel agent

~ Wit inputs frean Ay Sharma and Sundas Jawed




AIRPUH ISAUTHORITY OF lNL‘HA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

HYDERABAD

25 JUNE 2025

Flight chaos as Israel-Iran conflict affects Hyd air travel

At Least 6,000
Travel Daily
To West Asia

Sunny.Baski@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The escalating
conflict between Israel and
Iran has impacted air travel
from Hyderabad to West Asi-
an countries, disrupting the
plans of hundreds of travel-
lers,

On Tuesday, a total of 18
flights, includingninedepar-
tures and nine arrivals con-
necting the city with Kuwait,
Doha, Jeddah, Dubai, Riy-
adh, and Abu Dhabi, were
cancelled. Hyderabad main-
tains significant air connec-
tivity to West Asia, with at le-
ast 6,000 passengers travel-

departures) were cancelled on
Tuesday

# Affected destinations include
- Kuwait, Doha, Jeddah, Dubai,
Riyadh & Abu Dhabi

& Hyderabad sees around 6,000

Asian countries

passengers travelling daily to West

ALTERNATE ROUTES MAY TAKE LONGER TIME™ +sorepassencers | o ndiaamounced
; ; i were stranded at cautious route

« Israel-Iran conflict has disrupted | » Fﬂgl_'lt operations | e IndiGo advised Hyderabad airport, | adjustments and

air travel between Hyderabad & | stabilised by passengers to monitor | ith rescheduling plans to resume most

West Asian countries evening, though flight status due to issues reported operations today

= ; ; rerouting ma restricted Iranian

18 flights (nine arrivals and nine bois degtaysy airspace MONTHLY AVG TRAFFIC

ling daily between these des-
tinations.

By the evening, however,
flight operations into, out of,
and through the Gulf count-
ries had stabilised and were
operating as scheduled. “As
airspace over Iran remains

restricted, some flights may
take alternate routes, which
could result in longer travel
times. We recommend kee-
ping a close watch on vour
flight status for the latest up-
dates,” said IndiGo.
Meanwhile, some pas-

sengers were stranded at the
Rajiv Gandhi International
Alirport, Shamshabad, dueto
the cancellations.

“The flight services from
Hyderabad to Doha werecan-
celled. My wife and child are
stuck at the airport and try-

Destination FLYERS
Dubai I 03,000
Doha I 12,000 "

Abu Dhabi I 38,000 “:ilmﬁ:
Jeddah | 31,000 updates on
Singapore [N 31,000 rescheduling

ingtocall +1877-777-2827. 1t is
getting busy, and the flight
codes are QR4779, QRO703,
and QR7664, and their PNR is
ANTBBI. Kindly provide us
with an update on reschedu-
ling,” posted Tejeshwar Red-
dvonX.

Later in the day, Air India
stated that some flights
might experience delays or
cancellations due to conse-
quential impacts and exten-
dedre-routings/flight times.

“Adr India will continue
to avoid airspaces assessed
as unsafe at any given time.
We will progressively resu-
me flights to the region star-
ting today, with most opera-
tions to and from the Middle
East resuming from June
25," said AirIndia.

Another passenger Hars-
ha posted “f@qatarairways 1
had a flight on 24th June at
3:55am from Hyderabad to
Doha and Doha to Montreal
at 8.30am local time. T went to
the airport and waited there
for 2 hours and the local staff
said all flights to Doha had
been cancelled. So what is
the procedure to donow?"”
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DGCA uncovers multiple
lapses in airlines, airports

AT ML, JURAE g
Avmbion watchdog DGEA has
detecied multiple  violations
reluted to airfines, abports, @i
craft mantenance wiorks and
mepeaied defods in multpe
cases during its surveillance ol
gl MIporis, an eseeross -
el el fn b= than tvaarsstos
ifier the Adr Indin plane crsh
Without disclosing names of
the miimes airporis e othes
entites = melobem B Uhe
defsts, the mgulobor on Toes-
day sxid surveillance oovered
muttiple criticl aneas such g
flight operatsons, raorthl
ness. mmp safety, Alr Tradfie
Contral  (ATC).  oormmitindes-
tion, navigation and survell
Lanee (CNS) systemns and e
fhght medicnl cvithuntions
The surveillsnce was dane
Laal week and DGCA is slep
pmg up efforts to strength
the overall safety oversight of
the evistion ecosystem.
Fom a fuded eenine line
marking of a runway at an
mrpart to non-updation of
obatruction limitation dsia

lells entities wo mke
corrective action
in seven days

for three years to o scheduled
carrier’s domestic  Qight
bestng hedd kg chise to warn
trres, the watchdog mme
acroes multiple defectzinthe
avialing edmsysem.

Natmg that the aompiehen
gove surveillanoe will contintie
infutretodeedhae adainthe
aviation smsystem, the DGCA
smel the finclings had been oo
municied o the entties on
emed fr toking omoctive
artions within seven daye

T teaeris lesed by the Jainl
Dhrector General carped ot
the survedllonee during night
it | .:-u.:!_-, muwmang hous =t
i asrparts, inehucing Dethi
and Mumiba nirports.

The DECA Isted multipe
mises wherein the repoeted
cleficts n-\.:||'rp-1|.rr'r| Ry
tirmes on the aircmdt indicating
el moniforing. — FTT
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Al plane black box
beingexaminedin
India,saysminister

TRIRUNE NEWS STRVICE

MNEW DELHI,; [UXE 24

1_':“- il. lalll..” thory .‘\!Illlh'u:'r K_‘I:I:I'
farapd  Rammohan Noadu
on Twesday @mid that the
black box of the Air Indin
Al171 plane, which erashed
in Ahmedabad on June 12
was in India and was being
examined by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Buir=au |_:"|_-’|.|.EI.

The Aviation Minister's
statement came amid spec
ulations that the black box
was being send o the Unit-
ed Slabes  for analysis
MNaddu  dismissed  these
elpims, saying, “It is ol
speculation. The blachk box
= very much in Ind i and it
5 currently being invests
galed by the AATB.”

Befraining from provid-
g o tmelme, the mindster
clarified  that retrieving
daty from the black box was

a“very lechnical matter”
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