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Ebola screening at AP, Chennai airports

Our Bureaus
Hyderabad/Chennal

Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment is on high alert on
Ebola virus and will be
screening travellers coming
from affected countries in-
cluding Congo, Uganda and
Sudan in the three interna-
tional airports in the Stare.
The government is ensur-
ing coordination of the State
Health Department with Air-
ports Authority of India for
conducting medical tests
based on the travel history of
the passengers in  Vijay-

awada, Visakhapatnam and
Tirupati international air-
ports, State Health Minister
Satyakumar Yadav said in
Amaravati on Sunday.

The Government has
already arranged isolation
wards in the veaching hospit-
als of the three cities within-
ternational airports and kept
testing kits and medicines
for treatment ready, the Min-
ister said.

Visakhapatnam Port au-
thorities were also put on
alert and steps were being
taken 0 monitor interna-
tional travellers from the af-
fected countries who would

reach the State by road, Ya-
dav said.

SCREENING INTN
According to Chennai air-
port  sources, automated
thermal cameras have been
installed at [Internmational
Terminal 2 (T2 to screen ar-
riving international passen-
gers for elevated body tem-
perature.

Ahealth desk has also been
established near the immig-
ration area at the arrival level
of T2 o monitor and assist
passengers. Chennai airport
authorities said no Fbola
case has been reported so far,
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Daman alrport all set for June takeoff

8397 -crore UDAN
airport targets
tourism and
industrial traffic

AKBAR MERCHAMT
HMumibai, May 25

DAMAN AIRPORT |5 50t tocom:
mence operations in the first
half of june, with the maogum-
tion likely to be done by Prime
Mimister Modi himself This nms
alrport will be India's newest
coastal regional aviation hub
under the Centre’s UDAN
regiomal connectivty scheme
Located in the Marwad asea
of [xaman, the airport has been
developed at a project cost of
t97 crome through funding by
the UT administrat ionwith sup
prart from the Government of
India. The fadityis ecpected to
Improve connectivity for
Daman, Dadra and Nagar

hlhncnmr will I.lunc h first commercial !hghl_-. froem Daman to I:Ialh !u}bwad by mmb:n :md
bhmedabad routes using ATR alrcraft

Havel, and nearby industrial
cendres stich asVapi,

Theakr port will |nitiallycates
to ATR-72 aircraft operations
through a shared rumway
arrangement with the Indian
Coast Guand, Howaver, runway
mpamirmrrnrn 1, B0 metresto
2400 metres has already
received appaeval fron the Min-
istryof Defence, paving the way

e Adrbyaes ad eeaft operatbons in
the future. Work on the cxpan
sionls expected o beginwithin
a momnth, sourcestold FE

Despite  starting  with
rrgirnal amrcraft, the apron has
almwady been designed to
accommiodate beodrbos A 320
aircraft through remote bay
boarding operationg

Alliance Airwill launch the

first connumercial flights from
Damanito Delhi, o lowad by ser
vices to Mumbal and Ahmed-
abad using ATR aircaft More
aldines e expected tojoin oper-
r|1mn.'.|n1'hr'rn'rungn1nnlhs.
The terminal has been
H|L|i.F|pﬂ‘| with 12 dheck-in
counters, with four more
planned int he futue, dongkde
aidine office spaces,retail shops,

"l Ii!“l‘lg SIEEA, EI1M Cans, frayer
amd srru:lkmg moms, and large
passEnger waiting areas.

The airport isalso planning
dedicated facilities for private
and general aveation aircmftin
the coumlng momnthy,

According to an airport offi
clal, proxim ity to the dity and
coastline remains one of the
project’s bigpest advantages.
“The airport is right next to
Kamo Path,which s a beaxtiful
coastalroad m Daman, We have
ensured that the airport stays
within the chty so that wourlsts
don't have to tmvel a long dis
tanceio each their dest bution,
Major hotels areonly 2-3 km
avay. Majortourist destinati ons
are also nearby from the air
port” the offidal said.

Theofficialadded that dedi
cated tad counters, parking
E.'Lriﬁhﬁ,.md pRsse Eer Wl ting
areas have alsobeen planned to
suppart toudsm growth In the
Union Territomy,
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AKASA AIR ADDS
CAPACITY IN LOCAL
AVAITION MARKET

Mumbai, May 25: Akasa
Alr, India’s voungest air-
line, was the only carrier
that added capacity in
domestic market in recent
months, emerging as a
growing threat to the
IndiGo-Air India duopoly
amid disruptions caused
by the Iran war.

The total number of Dig-
his operated by Indias
four major airline compa-
nies dropped nearly 6 per
cent across March and
April from same period a
yvear earlier, according to
data from Clrium, an avi-
ation analytics firm.

IndiGo had 4.5 per cent
fewer flights, while Alr
India reduced services by
7.5 per cent and Alr India
Express did so by 17.1 per
cent. In contrast, Akasa
expanded capacity by 13.2
pl‘."l' cent over the same
period. Bloomberg
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Ruohit Vaid

atn Group-led Air India is fa-
i il
T o

Insses crossing T26,000 crore
ity FV2025-26 amiad geopolitical disrup
tions, elevated fued costs, safety seru-
tiny, and leadership uncertainty, And

» thig eloud of troubles has a slver
n,g — the airline retaing the srong
ba:i.'ing of shareholders Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines as it pushes ahead
with e m‘u]li-}'w transformation

Prﬁ gcale of Alr fadla’s financisl
strain became visible when manority
stukeholder (15,1 per cent) Singapore
Airlines group disclosed in its annual
report that the Indian airline had pos-
ted a loss of 58356 hillion during
FY2025-26, and this was a primary
reason for the Singapore aleline’s 57
per cert slide in annual net profit
551,154 hillion.

CRITICAL SUPPORT

Imporanily, despite the losses and op-
erational pressures ar Adr Indin, Singa-
pore Akrlines did not write down its in
vestment. Instead, it described Air
Indhia a5 n “core component” of its long-
term mulei-hub strategy and commit-
ted 10 support the Indian airine's
rransfrmarion.

Tidustry obacrviers gxid the willlng
ness of both shareholders to support
the airfine inancially is critical at o time
when Air India is dealing with simul-
mameous i financial snd rep-
ulatory pressures,

“India's aviation market needs pa-
tieny, well-capitabised amd upmthm
ully experienced longterm players
buaide a truly mature and gl-:ll‘rw'lg|=
petitive  ecosystem,”™
Padmanabhan, Sendor Dflrcrru{ wnd
Glohal Head, Consulting, Crisil Intalli-
gence, told bastnessiine,

The enduring support from Tata
Sons and pore Airline is impore-
ant not just for Alr Indis's uemaroansd
brur #lso the | resilbence of -
ﬂmmﬁdﬂmmm

The airline's troubles Intensified
dl.n'lnF FY2025-26 after mubtiple ex-

dm1ptmhl:upcmtluus simil-

AIR POCEETS GALORE
A core challenge was the closre ol
Pakistan's alrspace to Indion carriers
from Apral 24, 2025, forcing Air India's
connections o Europe and North
America to fiy longer routcsvia the Ara-
hian Sea and Gulf hube, Several flights
became two to thires hours longer.

Industry estimates pegeed the addi-
tiomal anmml cost burden ar S4K-750
millon.

The extended flight durations have
alsn affected abrerafl rotabons, crew
depboyment and nerwork scheduling bn

parts  of  Air India's
aperitiong,

At the same time, supply disruptions
in West Asia throughout FY26 had
pushed nwiation turbine fuel (ATF)

loes higher However, the
guLF :t‘unﬁfa puished Fm!onguwh'q

At presemt, fuel sceounts For nearty
40 per cent of intermational operating
costs, placing additional pressure on
Tong-haul pr:d'u::hlllljr ag a tims when
Ar Tndia 15 already dealing with elev-
ated fleet and maintenance expenses,

Kinjal Shab, 5¥P and Co-Group
Head, Corporate Sector Ratings, ICRA,

nts out that the af
g?.l"r prices has buemmpmuﬁ by
mwnqge'a depreciation against the

While policy interventions such as
tat rationalisation on ATF and contin-
ned liguidity i can provide incre-
mental relief, they are unlikely to fully
adadress the high cost base and co
itve mrensity inberent i the
aviation market,” Shah added

looyg-haul

Compounding the alrline’s woes was
the devastating June 2025 crash of Flight
All7]1 opersting between Ahmedabad
and London Gatwick.

The massive human  tragedy
triggered  intensified oversight from
regulators, Aeet mepections and woTU-
tiny of operational processes,

CHANGING COURSE

Al this backdrop, Abr Indis has bid-
tiated corrective measures timed ot
preserving liquidity, stabilining opera-
tions and improving cost discipline,

The wirlime ter rily suspended
six international routes,  Including
Delhi-Chicago, Delhi- and
Murabas-New Yok (TFK)L 1t also redoced
frequencies sorods North  American,
European, Australian, and Southenst
Astam services hetween June and Augast
226,

Phased fuel swerchorge increases
were introduced ondomestic and inter-
mational reates. According to sources,
the mirline is also evolunting rationol-
isatsn of more e, air-
craft urillsadion and more eficlent re-
deploymsent af cipaciey.

Cost cuts are In focus o contain
lpmses. CEO and Managing Director
Camphell Wilson had asked emplovers
to maimtain a “relentless foous on
conis® during @ recent town hall
meeting.

This includes reducing discretionary

review of vendor contracts,
and deferring non-essential expendit-
ure, Anmual malary increments hove
heen deferred by ot least one quarter.
The airline, however, clorified that it
does not anticipate bryoffs, and variabie
pov and planned  promotions will
continue,

Industry chservers pobnt out that Air
India’s immediate challenge is oo
longer limited 1o Lemporary
digruptions but sleo ensurlig that of-
entinnal restructuring keeps puce with

TR

the scale of its bong-term expansion
plana.

One of the key focus areas remains
mafety oversight.

Additionally, the airdine would need
to move beyord compliance-driver in-
spections to establish stranger mondt-

iy SVSLENS  acToss  engineering,
muintenance, and Night operations, the
observers said,

Fleet modernisstion will become in-
creagingly important over the next few
yenrd. Air India's arder for fearle 470
aircraft — mrnlth:h:geutgld:ﬂh'—
s n.'pnctcd o be delivered from 2027

The llrllmrcxpocuﬂn newer abreraft
o bmprowe fuel efficiency, rediee maln-
whanee cos amd  support  network
restrucTuring,

But analysts note that the benefits
are dependent on Air India's abilicy to
improve airceaft availability, manage
supply-chain constraines and acceler-
ate the revrofie of existing widebody
abreraft.

Leadership continuity is another

area of focus for the abrfine and {5
sharcholders.

According to sources, former Vistar
Chief Executive Officer and current
Senlor Vice President of Singapore Akr-
Tines Winod Kannan, and Air Indes Chief
Commercial Officer Nipun Aggarwal
are in the reckoning for the wp job,
with Wilsen comveying his intention w
step down,

THANSFORMATION JOURNEY
According to industry observers, the in-
coming leadership will inherit an air-
line that has slready sub-
etantial integretion and restrucnen
bt continues to face execution
letges derugs Arinng, customer ex-
perience, v oversight, and
profitabificy:

Even amid the fimancial and opern-
tional pressures, some ing imdic-
arors have shown gradual improvement
over the past year, For insgance, do-
mestic on-time performance i
to 76 percent in FY 2025- 26 from 73 per
centn year earlier.

Similarly, the customer ner pro-
mater seore improved to 30 in March
K26 froam milnus-19 kn 2023,

The airling has also expanded it
Southeast Asia feeder network from
two destingtions to sevem and in-
ereased coordination with Air India Ex-

ressa climinating  over
Enu:u. h},rm impreving nl“l’l"m"ﬁ
imegration.

Overall, amalysts sald, these im
provements indicate that parts of Air
India's broader transformation pro-
jpramine are beginning to show opern-
tional resalts the difficalt ex-
ternal environment.

Nonetheless, industry observers noted
that Air India's recovery trajectory will
depend on how conslstently shareholder
suppart, operational executbon and mon-
apeenent stability slgen oves the next fow
year,
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Akasa adds flights
as war crimps rivals

Feeobackilvemmt com

Easa Air, India's
vomgest airline, was
the nnly carrier that

adlelew] mienning el cagacity in
the local narket in recent
vl b, e g as a prow-
ing theean fo the TndiCio- Al
liwdia duopaly amid disrup-
tiins coused by the [ran war.

Thet potal mmmber ol Mghis
aperated by thecotmn’s fuar
major airline companies
droppeed nearly 6% across
March and April from the
samie pierioc o year earlier,
acrording toodata frmom Cir
ium, an aviation annbylics
firm. Tidifen, the ©
largesd dirlin '
Jli'r:lllr.. whnife Abr Inelin Lid's
full-service airline redoeed
seryiees by 7.5% andl des liow-
cosd ikl Ak India Express did
'1||||:| I7 1%

In  contrast, Akasi
expanded capachy by 13.2%
aver the same peried, albei
from a much smaller hase
tham its larger rivals. The lowe
cost corrier. which was
Frnemsdes] ddumring e coropmanyi-
rus pandemic and made ils
lirst commercial Mighl in
2022, operated 1010 Rights

Alusa's capaity grew 13.5%
an-yaar = March-Aprll  muress

i March amel April 20026 Thar
was aboart &, 7% of the total
number of domestic and
Erlermatiomal Highis by Incian
itk ines eluriong e peeried, U
Clrinm data slowel Hadido't
provide a  breakdown
between the twa,

Indlia’s commercial passen
ger aviation market has bein
dominated by two companies
In the past fow vears, with
InchiGior and Adr Inddia Ciroup
coplralling nearly 90% of
domiestic capacity. Akasa,
which has much fewer planes
than the incombeenis, indends
1o dramatically increase s
st s b Ehe coming yeuars
b rival ilse Inparesl carriems,
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DGCA issues guidelines on Ebola SOPs
for airlines from Congo and Uganda

S LALITHA @ Mew Delhi

AVIATION regulator, the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), on Monday night
izsued a detailed SOP in con-
nection with the Ebola disease
for all airlines entering India
from the Demoeratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) and Uganda.

Adr India, IndiGo and Akasa
Adr are among the 13 airlines
which carry passengers from
the DRC. while IndiGo and Air
India figure among the 17 air-
lines which ferry passengers
from Uganda. The rest are for-
elgn airlines.

The directives, which have to
be complied with by all airlines
mandatorily, are being issued
to prevent the potential trans-
mission of the Ebola disease
and to ensure public safety, the
DGCA said.

Prior to disembarking at In-
dian airports, all airlines must
ensure mandatory filing and
collection of the Self Declara-
tion Form (SDF) from all pas-
sengers originating from or
transiting through the affected
countries,

It has mandated the broad-
cast of these specific announce-

In-flight protocol
for suspected cases

In case a passenger displaying
these symptoms is detected on
board, the operating crew have to
adhere to containment
procedures—designate a single
cahin crew member to exclusively
care for symptomatic passenger;
relocate the passenger to the rear
end of the aircraft to minimise
exposure to other passengers.

ments inflight by the airlines:

“In view of the current threat
of Ebola disease in certain
countries, any traveller who
has fever, weakness, muscle
pain, headache, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhoea, rash and
bleeding should report immedi-

ately to the airline crew and at
the immigration or medical
unit on arrival. This is impor-
tant for early diagnosis for
prompt management and pre-
venting spread.”

Paszsengers and crew, irre-
spective of nationality, need to
fill the SDF and hand it over to
the immigration or designated
counter; it said.

“In case any of these
symptoms develop within 21
days of arrival in India, the
traveller should seek medical
assistance from the designated
hozpitals and also inform the
airport health office” is vet
another announcement that
must be made.

In case a passenger display-
ing these symptoms is detected
on board, the operating crew
have to adhere to these contain-
ment procedures—designate a
single cabin crew member to
exclusively care for the sympto-
matic passenger; relocate the
passenger to the rear end of the
aircraft to minimise exposure
to other passengers; three rows
in front and side rows of the
suspected case need to be kept
vacant (as far as possible);
among other measures.
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Govt slashes officials’ domestic
travel spend by 25% in new order

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Days after restricting all offi-
cial foreign travel for its per-
sonnel, including officers and
staff members, until further
notice, the Delhi Government
has issued a fresh directive to
reduce the domestic travel
expenses of its officials by 25
per cent. The move is a
part of the Government's
“austerity” measures in
response to uncertain global
fuel supplies affecting the
country's economy.

A communication by the
Finance Department to
various Government depart-
ments stated that, consider-
ing the current economic
climate and the necessity for
prudent financial manage-
ment, both the Government
of India and the Delhi
Government have imple-
mented several “austerity
and expenditure rationalisa-
tion measures.” These mea-
sures are designed to curb
unnecessary expenses and
address fiscal imbalances
caused, among other
factors, by rising global oil
prices and other economic
pressures, it said.

As part of this initiative,
domestic travel expenses
must be regulated so that
each department stays
within its allocated budget,
reflecting the mandatory 25
per cent reduction com-

pared to the previous finan-
cial year, the order said.

Moreover, to promote
fiscal discipline and ensure
optimal use of public
resources, officers are
required to exercise caution
when selecting air travel
classes to remain within
budgetary constraints. The
communication also
emphasised that video con-
ferencing should be effec-
tively utilised for attending
meetings and conferences,
particularly when travel
from distant locations is
necessary. However, in
cases of official emergen-
cies, the restrictions may be
relaxed with the approval of
the chief minister or the
finance minister.

The restriction will apply
to all departments,

autonomous bodies, local
bodies, academies, boards,
corporations, societies, and

grantee institutions under
the administrative control of
the Delhi Government. The
administrative secretaries
or heads of the departments
have been directed by the
finance department to
ensure strict compliance
with the instructions.

The Delhi Government
had on May 14 launched a
large-scale public participa-
tion campaign titled ‘Mera
Bharat, Mera Yogdan'. The
90-day campaign aims to
involve both Government
institutions and ordinary cit-
izens in building a more
self-reliant and resource-
conscious India.

As part of the initiative, the
Government has announced
a series of measures focused
on fuel conservation, promo-
tion of public transport,
support for Made-in-India
products and responsible
lifestyle practices.
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Chopper services from Dharamsala,
Palampur, Chamba to startin June: CM

IRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 25
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has said that
the siate povwmment i=
developing heliports in van-
ous paris of the stale o
attract  high-end  tourists.,
“Helicopter services at the
Palampur, Hamirpur,
Dharamsals and Chamba
heliports will begin next
manth Helicopler services
have already been started
for the Redeong Peo heliport
to promote border tourism,
It will improve air connése
tivity," he asserted while
presiding over o programme
organised by the Shimla
Hotel and Restaurant Asso-
cration on Sunday evening
Hee sinid that he had reguest-
ed the Union Civil Aviation
Ministry to start the services
of larger helicopters in Shim-
la. “However, due 1o opéera-
tional diffrulties at the San-
jauli helipont, land is being
identified ot another lomtion

CM Sukiwvinder Singh Sukhu at a event organised by the Shimia Holel and Restaurant Associatlon.

in Shimla™ he added.

He said that the povemn-
ment had declared Kanpra
district as the tourisam capital
of the state and land warth
around Rs 3500 crore was
being amuired for the
expansion of the Kangm air-

port, which would hel p bring
in more visitors. He added
that the Bhubhu-Jot tunnel
from Jogindernagar would
be condructed to facilitate
the travel of tourists visiting
Kullu, Manali and Lahaul
Spiti from the arport,

The Chief Minister sid
that the development of the
tourism industry was the
priority of the state govern-
ment and concerted elorts
were being made to frans-
form Himachal into a world
class tourist destination, He

added that infrastructure
ghould be developed in o
manner that tourists visit-
ing Himachal Pradesh stay
for at least eight to 10 days,
Sukhu said that the povern-
ment was also promotin g reli-
gious loursm in the state and
Rs 300 crore would be spent
on the development of the
Shaktipeeth of Nama Deva Ji,
Jwaln Ji and Mata Chinl
purma, He added that the gov-
ernment was nvesting Hs
3,000 crore on the constrie-
ticn of hotels, wellness cen-
tres and wayside amenities
The Chief Minister siid
that after the implementa-
tion of the Goods and Ser
vices Tax (GST), the state
had suffered significant
revenue losses from the
Baddi-Barotiwals mdustrial
area and wis now receiving
only Rs 150 crore tor Rs 200
crore compared to Rs 4,000
crore earlier. He added that
the tourism sector could
play a major role in com-
pensating for this loss



	BL DL 25MAY2026.JPG
	FE DL 26MAY2026.JPG
	AA DL 26MAY2026.JPG
	AU DL 26MAY2026.JPG
	BL DL 25MAY2026.jpg
	BS DL 26MAY2026.jpg
	DJ DL 26MAY2026.jpg
	DJ RS 26MAY2026.JPG
	HH DL 26MAY2026.JPG
	HH DL 26MAY2026A.JPG
	MINT DL 26MAY2026.JPG
	MS DL 26MAY2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-26 MAY.JPG
	TRI DL 26MAY2026.JPG

