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Four bays at Chennai airport
to be closed for upgradation

These bays at Tl domestic terminal will not be open to board flights for 45 days from June 1, say

officials; while airside upgrade work is under way, aerobridges will not be available for some flights

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNALI

t the Chennai air-
A port, four bays will
not be open for

boarding flights for about
45 days due to airside up-
gradation work.

According to officials of
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI), they are
strengthening taxiway H in
the airport so that code E
aircraft (wide-body aircraft
that can accommodate as
much as 300-400 passen-
gers) can be handled in this
taxiway.

While this work is under
way, four bays will be
closed from June 1in the T1
domestic terminal, where
the majority of the domes-
tic departures and arrival
flights are handled.

If these bays are closed,
aerobridges will not be
available for some flights.
Passengers of those flights
may have to take the bus

Infra boost: AAl officials say they are strengthening taxiway H at
the airport so that code E aircraft can be handled. FILE PHOTO

for boarding. “This is an
important and necessary
capacity  enhancement
work that will greatly help
in improving efficiency in
handling wide-body air-
craft. Except for a few, in-
cluding a portion of taxi-
way H, most of the
taxiways are compatible to
handle code E aircraft. The
inconvenience will be mi-
nor and only for a brief pe-

riod. We will certainly
complete the work within
45 days,” an official said.

Only code C flights (like
A320 which can handle
nearly 140-200 passengers)
will be affected by this
work, officials said.

A. Shankar, a frequent
flyer, said, “It is good if
they are doing this to up-
grade the airport, but for a
senior citizen like me, it’s

definitely going to be diffi-
cult. It will be quite tiring
to take the bus and then
board the aircraft in the ab-
sence of an aerobridge. I
hope they finish the work
within the stipulated time
frame and not delay it like
the other projects.”

But in a bid to decongest
the T1 domestic terminal,
they have now decided to
shift the ATR departure
flights of IndiGo (whose ca-
pacity is nearly 80-100 pas-
sengers) to the T4 domes-
tic terminal while the
arrival will continue in the
Tl terminal. There are
about 30-35 ATR departure
and arrival flights of IndiGo
at Chennai airport every
day. Thus far, only Air In-
dia’s domestic flights were
handled in the T4
terminal.

Frequent airport users
feel that there should be
clear signage put up to in-
form the passengers that
IndiGo’s ATR departures
(flight numbers: 7000-
7999) have moved to the
T4 terminal.
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Heavy rainfall batters
Delhi airport’s T1 canopy;
49 flights diverted

The canopy at the arrival
forecourt of the Delhi air-
port’s Terminal 1 was dam-
aped due to heavy rainfall
and thundersiorms on
Sunday, causing 49 fight
diversions.

Videos widely circulated
on social media showed the
tensile fabric tearing as
water gushed through. The
incident comes less than a
year after the collapse of a
steel-and-concrete canopy
at this terminal. which killed
a cab driver and Injured
eight others.

A subsequent investiga-
tion by a DGCA-appointed
panel atiributed the collapse
to flawed design, poor work-
manship, and Inadegquate
maintenance,

Delhi International Air-
port Lid (DIAL), the airport
operator, on Sunday said the
city recorded over 80 mm of

rain and recorded wind
speeds of 70-80 km per hour
in 45 minutes around 2 am.
*This sudden and concen-
trated downpour led to tem-
porary water accumulation
in and around IGl Airport,
briefly impacting operations.
Asa part of the design’s natu-
ral response o extreme con-
ditlons and to prevent
excessive water retention, a
section of the external tensile
fabric at the T1 arrival fore-
court adjusted under press-
ure, thereby aiding in water
dispersal,” DIAL said.
"There was no structural
compromise or impact to
other paris of the terminal.
Swift action was taken by the
ground teams to restore nor-
mal conditions, ensuring
safety and continuity of oper-
ations with minimal dis-
ruption,” the operator noted.
DEEPAK PATEL
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B Heavy Rain Disrupts
Flights at Delhi Airport

NEW DELHI Asmany as49
1 flights, including 17 inter-

: national services, were
diverted at Delhi's |G
Airport due to heavy rainand thun-
derstorms that battered the national
capital avernight. According to the
India Meteorological Department, wind
speeds reached up to 82 kmph, and the
city recorded 81.2 mm of rainfall over
six hours—from 11:30 pm on Saturday
to 5:30 am on Sunday. A source said the
diversions took place between 11:30
pmand 4 amdue tobad weather.Ina
poston X, IndiGo confirmed that bad
weather in Delhi had caused temporary
disruptions to flight operatians.
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Videos, photos now banned at Dabolim airport
Window shades to remain closed while aircraft takes off and lands

VIKRAM NAYAK
THE GOAN | VASCO

anning to preserve
Pcherished memaories by

clicking videos or photos
of loved anes in the teminals
at Dabolim airport, and while
the aircraft has just taken off
oris about to land? Or even
sitting bythe window seat and
watchingyour plane take off or
land at Dabolim aimport?
All that is now prohibited by
the Directorate General of Gvil
Aviation (DGCA) at Dabolim
airport.

According to media re-
ports, these are part of fresh
directives issued by DGCA for
commercial operations, toall

The Goa International Airport at Dabolim.

tives on May 2o, reportedly
on the recommendation of
the Ministry of Defence, “to
enhance opermtional safety
and prevent the unintentional

| thecivil terminal of a defence

airfield.
The DGCA has also stated
that aerial or ground photogra-

. phy andvideography are sirict-

ly prohibited at all times when
passengers are insidethe
terminal, in vehicles en-route
to or from the aircraft, outside
the aircraft, during landing, at
the airport, during pushback,
taxiing, take-off, and while the
aircraft is fiying below 10,000
fest.

The aviation watchdog has
stipulated that all opera-
tors must take necessary
steps fo ensure passengers
are cleady informed and
regularly reminded of the
prohibition on photography
and videography at military
bases, warning that violation
of these instructions would
lead to legal action.

Flight/cabin crew have been |

mandated to make announce-
ments prior to take-off, befare
cabin securement, and before
landing, instructing passen-
zers to lowerwindow shades
(except at emergency exit
windows) and refrain from
photography fvideography at
all imes below 10,000 feet.

When contacted, sources
at Dabolim airport confirmed
having received the DGCA
circular.

“We have received the
DGCA circular and signages
are also present all around
the airport to inform passern-
gers about the prohibition of
clicking videos and photos at
the aimport as it is a defence
airport,” said the source.
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Weather plays spoilsport: Over

400 flights delayed 49d

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Gusty winds of
speeds over 80km/hr ripped
through Delhi on the intervening
night of Saturday and Sunday,
bringing with them severe thun-
derstorms and heavy rainfall—
all of which created unfavoura-
ble conditions for flight opera-
tions, delaying over 400 flights
through the day and leading to
tens of diversions, officials
aware of the developments said.

Airport officials said the
diversions were necessitated
from 11.30pm on Saturday, and
continued until around 4am on
Sunday. The average delay time
of each flight was 27 minutes,
according to flight tracking web-
site FlightRadar24.

“Atotal of 49 flights, including
17 international flights, were
diverted during this period,” an
airport official said, adding that
delays continued beyond 4am,
into the second half of the day as
well, due toa cascading effect.

The flights were impacted due
to wind shear—strong winds
blowing in the opposing direction
and rain, officials said. Both take-
offs and landings are impacted in
such a scenario. Lightning too
poses a risk for flights.

Fabric tear causes scare
On the same day, visuals
emerged on social media of an
external tensile fabric, used to
cover the area outside the arriv-
als hall at Terminal-l, tearing
apart due towater accumulating
on top of it. The water is then
seen gushing onto the road and
towards the arrivals hall.
Airport operator Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited (Dial),
however, described it as the
“design’s natural response to pre-
vent excessive water retention.”
A Dial spokesperson said,
“Delhi experienced an intense
thunderstorm accompanied by

heavy rainfall during the inter-
vening night of May 24th, 2025.
The city recorded over 80mm of
rain with wind speeds touching
70-80 km/hr within a short span
of 30 to 45 minutes around 2am.
This sudden and concentrated
downpour led to temporary
water accumulation in and
around IGI Airport, briefly
impacting operations.”

“As apart of the design’s natu-
ral response to extreme condi-
tions and to prevent excessive
water retention, a section of the
external tensile fabric at the T1
Arrival forecourt adjusted under
pressure, thereby aiding in water
dispersal. There was no structural
compromise or impact to other
parts of the terminal,” the spokes-
person added, stating swift action
was taken by ground teams to
restore normal conditions.

Airports advise caution
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) data showed the air-
port recorded a maximum wind
speed of 72 km/hr at around 2am
and received 68.5mm of rainfall
until 8.30am.

Roads leading up to the air-
port were waterlogged until the
afternoon, with airlines issuing
advisories to customers to check
their flight time and keep suffi-
cient buffer time.

“Last night’s adverse weather
in Delhi, continues to affect
operations due to airside conges-
tion. While conditions have
improved, delays in departures,
arrivals and ground handling
may persist. We recommend
planning your travel with suffi-
cient buffer time as routes to the
airport may be affected by water-
logging,” said IndiGo in a state-
menton X.

Air India issued a similar
advisory. “Thunderstorms and
gusty winds last night impacted
flight operations across parts of
northern India. Consequently,
some flights to and from our

Grabs from a video that show water filling up the tensile fabric (left) and causing a tear (right) due to
continuous accumulation, at Delhi airport Terminal-1 on Sunday.

Delhi hub had to be diverted.
This may result in a cascading
effect on our flight schedules
throughout the day. While we
are making every effort to mini-
mise the disruption, we request
our guests to check the status of
their flights before heading to
the airport,” it said.

Passengers, meanwhile, took
to social media to provide
updates on their affected plans.

Bhramjeet Singh, who took a
VietJet flight from Hanoi to
Delhi, was among those whose
flights were diverted. He said ini-
tially, the plane took off late,
with the flight then diverted due
to bad weather in Delhi. “Flight
diverted to Jaipur. Landed in Jai-
pur at 4am IST. Stuck in plane
and airport till 8:30AM IST,” he
posted on X.

Passengers check their flight status, as over 400 were delayed
and around 50 re-routed. There was an average delay of

27 minutes per flight on Sunday.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

iverted
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Flight diverted to
Jaipur. Landed in
Jaipur at 4am IST.
Stuck in plane and
airport till 8.30AM
IST.

BHRAMIEET SINGH, who

took a Vietlet flight from Hanoi to
Delhi, posted on X

\.l

A 10.50PM flight
(yesterday) whilst
about to land was
diverted to
lucknow due to bad
weather in Delhi...
ZORAWAR KALRA, who was

flying to Delhi on an Air India flight
on Sunday morning, on X

\.l

Last night's adverse
weather in Delhi,
continues to affect
operations due to
airside congestion.
While conditions
have improved...
We recommend
planning your
travel with buffer.

INDIGO, in an advisory
posted online
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Number of flights to Srmagar airport cut by half

Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR : As the number of
tourists coming to the Valley
dropped drastically after the
Pahalgam terrorist attack and
the subsequent anti-terror Oper-
ation Sindoor by India, the num-
ber of flights to and from the
Srinagar airport has been cutto
half even as the airfares have
seen a dip.

According to the officials, the
airport, which earlier operated
90 to 100 flights every day, now
runs almost 50. On Thursday, 44
flights flew to and out of the
Srinagar international airport.

“A total of 44 flights operated
at the airport on Thursday with
the arrival of 3,197 passengers

and departure of 3487, " said an
airport official.

Tour and travel operators say
the airfares have dropped by
two-third as compared to the
same period last year or before
the April 22 attack at Baisaran
meadow in Pahalgam.

Atleast 26 people, 25 tourists
and a local, were killed in the ter-
ror strike.

“Due to the low tourist foot-
fall, the airfares have considera-
bly dropped. The Delhi-Srinagar
and Mumbai-Srinagar fares have
fallen to around ¥4,000 to
35,500, They otherwise used to
range between 12,000 and
14,000,” said Faroog Ahmad, a
tour and travel operator.

He said that before the April
22 attack, he travelled from Ban-

Tour andlraveloperators say
the airfares have dropped by

two-third. HT PROTOD
galore to Srinagar. “The fare in
March was ¥18,000 for a one-
way trip from Bangalore to Srin-
agar. Now, it is hardly %8,000,"
he said. Tourism stakeholders
say there were bulk cancella-
tions, almost 80% of bookings,
after the Pahalgam attack, which

increased to 95% after the “war
like” situation.

There was some inflow of
tourists for the past few days
after airfares and hotel tariffs
went down. Hoteliers have cut
rates by almost 30%.

“Hotels in Kashmir are offer-
ing huge discounts and local
tour operators attracting tourists
with heavy discounts which is
fetching some results,” said
Travel Agents Association of
Kashmir secretary general Sajad
Ahmad Kralyari.

The Valley saw an exodus of
tourists immediately after the
terror attack in south Kashmir's
Pahalgam. On May 7, India
launched precise missile strikes
on nine terror targets in Pakistan
and PoK in retaliation to the

Pahalgam attack. Cross-border
hostilities then claimed more
than 25 lives before a ceasefire
was announced on May 10.

The “Chalo Kashmir” cam-
paign by Kolkata travel agencies
and some other states has given
a glimmer of hope for the tour-
ism players in the Himalayan
region, although most believe it
will take time for the revival of
the sector.

Kashmir has witnessed record
tourist arrivals for the past three
years. According to the tourism
department, 34.98 lakh tourists
visited the Himalayan valley in
2024, up from 3155 lakh in 2023
and 26.73 lakh in 2022.

This year, the number had
reached 6 lakh before the Pahal-
gam attack.
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Hundreds of flights hit at airport, canopy fabric damaged at T1

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI MY 25

HEAVY RAIN disrupted ar traved
once again at the Indira Gandhi
Inbernaticnal Airport (IGIA] on
Sunday as hundreds of Mights
wene delayed Overnight storms
alsocaused damage I a section
ofthecanopy fabric of the exter-
nal tensile at the Terminal 1(T1)
armvial forecourt.

A total of 459 departing
Mights weredelaed, with anaw
erage delay of 41 minutes, ac-
cording to flight radking web
site Flightradar24, as of 6.40 pm
on Sunday.

Ina post on X, Debhi airport

o it aflbeial handbe attributed
the delays to the weather,

On the damage caused ag
Terminal 1, a Delhi Interna-
tiomal Avrport Lirmiced [ DLAL)
spokespersonsaid “Asa part of
the design's natural response 1o
extreme conditions and to
prevent excessive waler reten-
tiom, a section of the extemal
tensile fabric at the T Arnval
forecourt adjusted under pres-
sure, thereby alding in walter
dispersal.”

“There was no structural
COMpromise or impact o other
parts of the terminal” the
spokespersonadded

Thee incident cormes ayearal-
ter the canopy at the T1 forecourt

A section of the external tensile fabric of the arrival
forecourtat Terminal 1 sawdamage. Bxpiess

collapsed due to heavy rain,
killing ane person and injuring

Sixothers,
The areas around the airport

alsowwitnessed some aocurmiila-
tionofwater, "Delhi expenenced
anintense thunderstorm ac-
companied by heavy rainfall..
This sudden and concentrated
deranpour led o temporary wa
ter accumulation in and around
IGIA, briefly impacting opera-
tions," the spokes person sasl
“Swilt acthonwas taken by the
ground teams o restore normal
conditions, cnsuring safety and
continuity of operations with
minimal disruption " he siid
Meamyhile, Myers wem in-
convenienced throughout the
day due to disruptions in air
travel. ln anticipation of the
storm, airportauthorities had is-
sued a weather alert & 1030pm

Saturday, warntig travelbers of
potential disruptions and advis-
ing them to consider altemative
modesofransport, induding the
Ded b Metro, toavoid traffic con-
geation caused by waterogeing.

Aiclines also posted alerts.
Between 1130 pm and 4 am, at
Beast 49 Rights induding 17 in-
ternational carriers, were di-
werted from BGIA, as perofficals,

“Our on-ground teams are
diligenitlywarkingwithall stake-
holders to ensurea seamiessand
eficient passengerexpenence,”
Delhi airport had said ina post
on X on Sunday moming.

On May 21, Mights were af-
feaed due wothunderstonmes and
rain in the Cagital.



AIRPUH?SAUIHGPIT ¥ I‘JF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LOESATYL DELHI 26 MAY 2025

fecolt R TR 49 ISIGil BT BE aGell

i ot A 5 S 11 T 30 o2 9 JEw U T 59 e W 't MuF (oA W S o e E
TR EFRewRt iwiwmEFiEtdres St iRs
e T A TR A s s et afmrddtdr St daead e @ e w e e
T iR A At FE IR TmiRE e e R E s g F ) w w17 # | Fawr ¥ smETe W
Tndt siFTEr (amsend ) vAa TR W A 9 W Ay T O - A T T el S
% T e WA T, FEITA AR AT midEA e i T ‘TR 4TEEN W
a7 ST A A IR rER T AR 11 TR TFEUETTEAGI TN AT TR AEA & SER, T
FRofmFmiioEdy a7 fif 70 4TS A FOAL o5 T %% =M & Tarem o
FT T | I Hoe fawe A TEE A 40 ot offoefel srEe iR S oe @ eegwm s s w
o ( smiumdt ) 5 o =107 oftafed fam TEE F AR R IFE A 3 A e s 30
FriFTE AT AR IRy e EN ATes T T TR T s e d ki)



Corporate Communications Directorate

+ X

AIRPOR 'S AUT HOF’!T‘!’ OF INLHA

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

26 DMAY 2025

Canopy at Delhi airport’s T1
partially collapses amid rains

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: The canopy at
the arrival forecourt of the Delh
airport’s Terminal 1 partially
collapsed on Sunday morning
due to heavy raing and strong
windsa according Lo a source.

The revamped Terminal 1
(T1) was recently opened for
flight operations at the national
Capital’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Adrport (IGLA), which
is also the country’s largest and
busiest airport.

In a statement, airport oper-
ator DIAL zaid that as a part of
the design's natural response to
extreme conditions and to pre-
vent excessive waler retention,
a section of the external tensile
fabric at the T1 arrival forecourt
adjusted under pressure, thereby
aiding in water dispersal

The Delhi International
Airport Ltd (DIAL) also said

there was no structural compro-

mise or impact o other parts of

the terminal.
The statement did not

The revamped
Terminal 1 (T1) was
recently opened for
flight operations at

the national Capital’s
IGIA, which is also

the country's largest
and busiest airport

directly mention about the can-
opy collapse.

“Swift action was laken by
the ground teams 1o restore
normal conditions, ensuring
saffety and eontinuity of oper-
ations with minimal disrup-
tHon,” it said.

The source said the canopy
at the arrival forecourt of T1
partially collapsed and no one
was injured.

As many as 49 [ights,
induding 17 international
flights, were diverted at the
girport between 11:30 pm on
Saturday and 4 am on Sunday,

a source said earlier in the day.
Ini the statement, DIAL said the
national capital expertenced an
intense thunderstorm accom-
panied by heavy rainfall during
the intery ening night of
May 24

The city recorded over 80
mm of rain with wind speeds
touching 70-80 km/h within a
short span of 30 to 45 minutes
around 2 am. The sudden and
concentrated downpour led o
temporary water accumulation
in and around the atrport briefly
Lm]JG.I.Lu‘LE operations, it said.

IGLA handles around 1,300
flight movements daily.

In June last year, a canopy
at the old departure forecourt
of T1 ]:tadiull}r collapsed amid
heavy rains resulting in the
death of a person and causing
injieries to at least six people.

Meanwhile, in a post on X
at 7 pm, DIAL said that due to
inclemnent weather conditions
and changing wind patterns,
there might be an impact on
flight operations at the airport.
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Newly built membrane shade
at T1 damaged, flight ops hit

ASHISH SRIVASTAYA @ New Dedhi

THE strong storm along with
hesvy downpour on Saturday
night sevorely impacted fight
operations at the Delhi Alrport
As many as 29 flights were di
vierted botween 1130 pm (Satur
day) and 4 am (Sunday) due Lo
adverse weather conditions,
while over two hundreed eaneael
lations were reported, the alr-
port authorities said

The diverted aireraft includ
ed 17 inter national Oights. The
airport amd airlines issued mul-
tiple advisories where they
urped passengers tokeep check-
ing their Might s status and stay
in touch with their respective
albrlines for the latest updates.

Heavy rain also damaped the
newly designed membrane
shade at thealrport’s Terminal
1, which was installed after a
fatal incident last year:

A videoof the ncldent went

viral on social media which
showed people standing near a
covered ares where several
cars were parked. As the rain
intensified, the membrane
shade partially collapsed, giv-
imge way and allowing water to
pour down onto the vehisles
and Oow wward thos nearby,
prompiing them to move away,

The Delhi International Alr
port Limited (DIAL}, the air-
port's operator, acknowlsdped
that sudden downpour led to
temporary wateriogeing in and

around the alrport and damage
Lo the canopy.

“Delhi experienced an in-
tense thunderstorm aceompa-
nied by heavy ralnfall during
the intervening night of May
24, 2025 The city recorded over
Himmm of raln with wind spoeeds
toiching 70-80 km/'h within a
short span of 30 to 45 minutes
around &0 am. This sudden
and concentrated downpour
led to temporary water accu-
mulation in and around [GE
Afrport, briefly impacting op-
erations, As a part of the de-
slgm's natural response b ox
treme comditions and to prevent
excessive water retention, a
section of the external tensile
fabric at the T1 Arrival fore-
court mljusted umnder pressure,
thereby aiding in water disper
sal There was no structural
compromise or impact toother
paris of the terminal,” the
Statement read.
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49 flights diverted at Delhi IGI airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B MNew Defhi

s many as 49 l'!:ghLﬁ, j.ru:luilmg 17
Alntrrnaimnal Ones, Were
diverted at the country’s largest
IGI airport here due to hca\'}' rain
and thunderstorms that battered the
National Capital overnight.
The India Meteorological
Department said the city’s primary
weather station recorded winds gusting

up to 82 kmph and 812 mm of rain in
six hours —between Saturday 11.30 pm
and 5.30 am on Sunday. A source said
that 49 flights, including 17 internation-
al Mlights, were diverted between 11:30
pm on Saturday and 4 am on Sunday
due to bad weather. In a post on X al
3:59 am, IndiGo said adverse weather
conditions in Delhi led to temporary
disruptions in flight operations.
“While the weather is gradually eas-

ing, some airside congestion remains.
We assure you that flight movements are
5l4::u}.|.i:-' resuming as conditions permit,”
the airline said.

AL 5:54 am it said in an X post that
[light operations are back W normal with
clearer skies over Delhi.

Flight tracking website
Flightradar24 Com showed that around
180 lhlfhlx have been delayed and some
cancelled at the airport.
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Kolkataairport AEMCmeet held onsafety measures

A meeting was conducted at
Kolkata Airport under the
chairmanship of Nandhini
Chakraborty, Principal Sec-
retary, Home Department,
government of West Bengal,
to discuss measures taken to
effectively deal with bird activ-
ities and other concemns related

to safe aircraft operations at .-_"‘ m 1
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose . = -

International (NSCBI) Airport,
Kolkata.

The meeting was attended
by Dr PR Beuria, Airport Direc-
tor, NSCBI Airport along with

senior [AS officers from West
Bengal, Senior officials of AAL
Municipalities, other depart-
ments and representatives
from airlines.

Key discussions centered on
the urgent need for effectively
covered garbage pits and com-
prehensive garbage cleaning
in the airport's vicinity to mit-
igate bird activity, a significant
hazard to aircraft. Statistics
presented highlighted a con-
cerning number of bird strikes
in the preceding months,
underscoring the critical impor-
tance of robust waste man-
agement practices by sur-
rounding municipalities to
deter birds from the aero-
drome.
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Airport police bust SIM smuggling ring

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Indira Gand-
hi International Airport Poli-
ce busted a SIM smuggling
ring allegedly involved in ai-
ding an online gaming net-
work. Five individuals from
Madhya Pradesh were arres-
ted in connection with thecase.

According to police, the ac-
cused individuals were invol-
ved in the 1llegal procurement
and transportation of activa-
ted Indian SIM cards to a fore-
1gn country. A total of 398 acti-
ve SIM cards, issued in the na-
mes of different individuals,

were seized from the accused.
“The case began when
CISF officers at Terminal 3 of
Delhi airport intercepted Su-
nil Rawat, an Indian national
scheduled to travel to Dubai,
on Feb 15. Rawat was found
carrying the activated SIM
cards, which were registered
under the names of different
individuals,” DCP (IGI Air-
port) Usha Rangnani said.
Investigation revealed that
the SIM cards were fraudu-
lently obtained from various
individuals in Ujjain and De-
was districts of Madhya Pra-
desh. The accused, Ankit Ku-

mawat, allegedly misled the
individuals into believing that
the SIMs were part of a promo-
tional offer with free data and
call services, police said.
“Further investigation
led to the arrest of Ashwin
Kumar, who procured the
SIM cards from Kumawat and
was allegedly supplying
them to Faisal, a Dubai-based
individual, for use in online
gamingapps. Twoother accu-
sed, Lokendra Sendhav and
Dwarka Prasad, were also
apprehended for their invol-
vement in the case,” DCP
Rangnaniadded.

The cops are currently in-
vestigating the case and wor-
king to dismantle the inter-
national fraud and cheating
syndicate linked to it. Efforts
are being made to apprehend
Faisal and other suspects in-
volved in the case.

The arrested individuals
include Ankit Kumawat (30),
Ashwin Kumar (37), Manish
Kumar (35), Lokendra Sendhav
(34) and Dwarka Prasad (36).

Further investigation is
underway with police wor-
king to uncover the full ex-
tent of the SIM smuggling
ring's operations.
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Flights diverted, tensile canopy gives way at Delhi airport

Source: X

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: An instense thunders-
torm, accompanied by heavy rain
and gusty winds of up to 82 km/hr,
disrupted flight operations at Del-
hi's Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport early Sunday The ex-
treme weather event, which swept
across large parts of Delhi-NCR la-
te Saturday night, led to the diver-
sion of 49 flights to nearby airports
and delayed more than 400 flights
through the day.

Compounding the situation, ro-
ads leading to the airport were
waterlogged well into the afterno-
on, prompting airlines to issue ad-
visories to passengers. Videos wi-
dely shared on social media — in-
cluding by former Delhi CM Atishi

— showed a section of the external
tensile fabric canopy at Terminal 1
tearing apart due to water accumu-
lation. Water was seen gushing off
the canopy toward the Arrival hall
and road below.

The airport operator, Delhi In-
ternational Airport Limited (DI-
AL), called the event a “natural de-
sign response”. A DIAL spokesper-
son said: “Delhi experienced an
intense thunderstorm with over
80 mm of rainfall and winds tou-
ching 70-80 km/hr within a span
of 30 to 45 minutes around 2 am.
This sudden downpour caused
temporary water accumulation in
and around the airport, briefly
impacting operations.”

Addressing the viral video of
the canopy, the spokesperson ad-

TORN APART BY FHCE

ded, “As part of thedesign’'s natural
response to extreme conditions, a
section of the tensile fabric at
Terminalladjusted under pressure
to help disperse water. There was
no structural damage or impact
on other areas. Swift action was
taken by ground teams to restore
normal conditions.”

Flight diversions occurred bet-
ween 11.30pm and 4am, according to
airport officials. “A total of 49
flights, including 17 international
services, were diverted during that
period,” said one official. Delays,
however, continued well into Sun-
day afternoon due to a ripple effect
onoperations.

Data from FlightRadar24 sho-
wed over 400 delaved flights, with
an average delay time of 27 minu-

tes. As road access to the airport re-
mained affected, airlines began ad-
vising passengers to allow additio-
nal travel time and check flight sta-
tuses before departure.

AirIndia issued a statement, sa-
ving: “Thunderstorms and gusty
winds last night impacted flight
operations across northern India.
Several flights to and from our Del-
hihub werediverted, which may re-
sult in a cascading effect on our
schedules. We urge passengers to
check their flight status before hea-
dingtotheairport.”

IndiGo also posted on X: “Last
night's adverse weather continues to
affect operations due toairside cong-
estion. While conditions have impro-
ved, delays in departures, arrivals,
and ground handling may persist.”
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IndiGo sees significant
cargo opportunity on
India-Europe routes

Aneesh Phadnis
Murnbai

IndiGo sees significant op-
ity for micve-
wmm%a and
Europe as it launches its
maiden service from Mum-
bai to Amsterdsm and
Manchester from Tuby.

The airline will opernte &
wet leased Boring 787 on the
routes which can carry up to
18-20 tonnes of cargo in each

directon.
“The opportunity for
o is significant for us. It
ﬂl}' c\af;md.cs with the
‘Make in Indis' campaign
which is beroming more and
more prominent in terms of
India becoming the global
production o iGn's
chief executive officer Pieter
Elbers said in & past fourth
gquarter result conference
call

Indian % handled
over 3.7 m tonnes of
corgo in FYZ2S, a growth of
1.5 per cent over the previ-
ous year, While domestic
freirht traffic grew 5.6 per
cent, international  freight
handled by girports rose 13.7
percentin the period.

Yet, the share of Indian
carmiers in oversl] ntermm-
tional freight traffic fromto
India iz in single dygits and
Elbers belirves the introdoe-
tion of new Europesn sérvice
will help in growing overall
share of Indian carriers.
“That will be our focus,” he
said.

GROWTH FACTORS
Growth in fleet, improved
utilisation of freighters and
international te-ups  have
helped IndiGo grow its cargo
busincss. The airline added
67 atrcreft to its fAect (in-
cluding wet leased planes)
taking the total count to 434
as of March. Partnerships
with Air France-KLM and Fe-
dEx hove also helped grow
traffic.

The tie upwith Air France-

KIM would be particularly

Pieter Elbers, IndiGo's
Chief Exacutive Officer

uscful g5 IndiGo starts its
flights to Amsterdam, which
is the primary hub of KL

DELHI FIRST CHOICE

While Delhd was the first
choice for lsunch of the
Eurnpean flights as it offers
more omward connections,
the airtine opted for Mumbai
ufter closure of Pakistan air-
space for Indiom carricrs.:

Elbers conceded that the
girline's connecting network
in Mumbai is niot a8 strong as
compared to Delhi but there
gre some good connections
to South India (from Muom-
bai) with traffic ows from
Europe. “We made the cvalu-
atinn and fignred that itwas a
good way to Sturt our opers-
tions,” he said.

IndiGo has leased one
Boring 787 mircraft from
Norse Atlantic and
to receive another five in the
second half of FY26. Elbers
szid the Bocing 787 sircmaft
would allow the sirline to op-
erute flights to Ewrope from
Eny clf'rtEl;hl.udLu.u hub and that
there 18 still time to finalise
operation plans for the re-
maining fve aircraft.

Asked about brand sware-
ness in Europe, Elbers said
IndiGio gets customers from
ibs code share partners Air
France-KLM, British  Air-
ways and Virgin Atlantic on
its domestic flights. “I am
sure gur competitive fares
from Amsterdam  and
Manchester  will  stimo-
lste demand from Euro
into Indis ond even hr}t:ﬁ
he added.
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At half-time, Al
on course to hit
five-year goal

SWARAI BAGGONEAR
Mumbai, May 25

HALFWAY THROUGH THE
five-year transformation plan,
Air India iz on course to
achieve itsmarket share target
of 308 in the domestic space
on the back of an expanding
fleet that has grown by 409 in
30 months,

Amnounced in September
2022, the Vihaan.Al plan also
aims to increase the former flag
carrier's market share in the
international market,and put
the companyonthe path tosus-
tained growth, profitabilityand
market leadership.

From 24% recorded in Sep-
tember 2022 (start of plan) Air
India group's (including Air
India Express) domestic mar-
ket share inereased to 26.59%
by the end of March, 2025,
according to data supplied by
the Directorate Geneml of Civil
Aviation{DGCA)

IndiGo, the country's
largest carrer, however,
improved its domestic share

FLYING HIGH

March 2025

m Alasa Alr,

whi

significantly to 64.3% in
March 2025 from 58%
recorded in September 2022
Akasa Alr, which was
launched in August 2022,
managed to grab nearly 5%
by the endof FY25.

Continued on Page 5

Air India on course to achieve Vihaan.AI goals

WHILE SPICEJET WAS con-
strained on capacity, the
grounding and subsequent exit
of embattled carrier Go First,
saw their market share get
redistributed to IndiGo, Air
India and Akasa Ale.

The mergerof AirAsia India
and Air India Express and the
mergerbetween Vistam and Air
Indiaresulted inthecreationof
the Air India group, which
presently hasa fleet of nearly
300 airmft,

Atotalof 570 aircraft have
been ordered by the airline
since the start of Vihaan Al
including 80 widebody planes
from Boeing and Airbus, This
has helped the airline induct

one Arcmft everysixdays,

“Air india hasadded closeto
2 500 weekly flight s to it s route
network (indudes domestic
and international flights),
gmowing the number of weekly
flights by over 9 5% since Sep-
tember 20227 sald an Ajr India
spokesperson.

The addition of 5 00 weekly
flights to its international met-
work since the launch of
Vihaan Al and adding several
newdestinationshasled to near
doubling of Air India market
share to 23% by the end of
December, 2024 from 12%
recorded in December 2022,
acoomding tothe DGCA data.

‘Whilet he alrline awalts new
aircraft dd hveries, its entire fl eet
of 67 legacy single-aisle and

twin-aisle aircraft is undergo-
inga 5400 milion retrofit pro
gramme. [ts old aircraft will get
now seats m athree-cliss cabin
confipuration,carpets, curtains
lavatories, along with a fresh
coat of paint, new livery -all in
the new Air India bmanding,

“Since September 2023, Air
India has added 12 new desti-
nations that include London
Gatwick, Amsterdam, Milan,
Copenhagen, Vienna, furich,
Kuala Lumpur, Phuket, Ho Chi
Minh City, Denpasar-Bali, Malé
(Maldives), and Mauritius”
added thespokespersoi.

At the group level, the inter-
national route network has
been optimised tobettermatch
routeswith the most appropr-

ate airline business model,
focu sing the full-service airline
(Air India) onhigh connectivity
and high-demand shorttoultra
long-haulrout es out of its three
major hubs in India - Delhi,
Mumbaiand Bengaluru.

The low-cost airline (Air
India Fxpress) focuses on more
price-sensitive  short-haul
mutes connecting other parts
of India to destinations across
the South Asia, Southeast Asia,
and Gulf regions,

During FY24, Air India's
consolidated losses reduced by
over 50% vear-on-year to
4,444 oore,and consolidated
operating revenues rose by
25% to ¥38,8121 core, the
highest-everlevel
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DGCA working on new
norms for pilots flying
in turbulent conditions

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi @htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
is working on guidelines for
pilots to handle severe turbu-
lence episodes after a Delhi-Srin-
agar flight last Wednesday flew
into a hailstorm, with passen-
gers describing it as a “near
death” experience.

‘While the aviation regulator is
conducting a probe into the inci-
dent, officials familiar with the
matter said that the goal is to
ensure no such episodes occur in
the future.

“The investigation into the
turbulence incidentis underway.
However, the goal is to ensure
there is no recurrence of such a
severe turbulence episode,
which could prove fatal,” an offi-
cial familiar with the matter said
requesting anonymity

Amajor part of the investiga-
tion has been completed, a sec-
ond official said. “We are work-
ing on strengthening the system
and may issue specific guide-
lines for handling similar situa-
tions. However, this will require
broader consultation with stake-
holders, which will take some
time,” the official said.

DGCA off rostered the two
pilots operating the flight thaton
Wednesday evening flew
through a severe hailstorm, with
227 people on board.

The incident unfolded on
IndiGo flicht 6E-2142. which

THE DEVELOPMENT
COMES DAYS AFTER
A DELHI-SRINAGAR
FLIGHT LAST WEEK
EXPERIENCED A
TURBULENT
EPISODE WHEN IT
FLEW THROUGH A
HAILSTORM

departed Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport at approxi-
mately 4:55pm and managed to
land in Srinagar at 6:25pm,
according to Flightradar24
tracking data.

The crisis began when the air-
craft “entered hailstorm and
severe turbulence near
Pathankot” whilst “cruising at
FL360" (36,000 feet), according
to the regulator’s statement.

At the height of the crisis, “the
aircraft rate of descent reached
8500 fpm,” the DGCA stated.
“Crew flew the aircraft manually
till they exit the hailstorm.”

While no passengers were
injured in the incident, DGCA is
now working to ensure no recur-
rence of the incident.

“The aim is to ensure pilots
have a clear standard operating
procedure when facing unex-
pected weather conditions in the
future, but this requires thor-
ough analysis before disseminat-
ing further information,” the
second official said.
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City’s wettest May on record; 4th big
storm wreaks havoc, 400 flights hit

New Delhi: Intense thun-
derstorms and downpours,
the fourth big weather distur-
bance this month, lashed Del-
hi-NCR early Sunday, dum-
pingover 80mmof raininless
than 6 hours. The storm cau-
sed widespread damage, floo-

> Gzb ASP office roof
collapses, cop dies, P 4

170 STRETCHES WATERLOGGED

Highest Rainfall In May > 81.4mm of rain in 6 hrs
(Safdarjung, since 1901, mm) 7.7, till 5.30am on Sunday,

with winds up to 82kmph
2025 B 10O 186.4 > 49 flights diverted, roads

ding 170 areas and key stret-
ches, uprooting tens of trees
and damaging property, re-
ports Kushagra Dixit.

leading to IGAI flooded
> Expect more rain in
next few days, says IMD
This month has already
become the wettest May since
1901. Safdarjung has logged
186.4mm of rain, close to what

the city normally receives in
the monsoon month of July.

»More such events? P 3

IMD warns of more such weather events this week

p Continued from P1

7 mown waterlogging hotspots
[\ such as Minto Bridge, Azadpur,
ITO, near Delhi Airport Termi-
nal 1 and Zakhira all went underwa-
ter, with commuters getting stranded
in underpasses and roads leading to
the Delhi airport. Multiple vehicles
and buses were stuck in at least two
waterlogged underpasses in Delhi,
including Minto Bridge. Power sup-
ply was interrupted as well, while the
NDMC zone alone received 34 com-
plaints related to tree falling.
On Sunday, wind speeds peaked at
82 km/h, leading to the diversion of
over 49 flights and delays for more
than 400 others at IGI Airport. This
was the fourth such storm this
month. Safdarjung base station re-
corded 81.4mm of rain till 5.30am, all
of which fell within a few hours. The

month’s total rainfall so far of
186.4mm easily surpassed the previ-
ous highest ever for May — 165mm re-
corded in 2008, as per IMD data.

Most parts of the city recorded
heavy rainfall, defined as more than
64.4mm in a 24-hour period. While
Safdarjung logged 81.4mm, Rajghat
recorded 75.5mm, Pusa 71.5mm, Lod-
hi Road 69.6mm, Ridge 69.1mm, and
Palam 68.5mm. The squall also
caused a sharp temperature drop of
10-11°C in the early morning.

IMD has issued several alerts
warning of moresuch weatherevents
later this week, even though no col-
our-coded alert for the week ahead
has been issued. Itsaid recurringrain
with thunderstorms and gusty winds
up to 50 km/h could be expected in
the coming week.

Delhi's maximum temperature on
Sunday stood at 31.6 degrees C, nine de-

grees below normal. The minimum
was 19.8 degrees C, seven below nor-
mal. The maximum is expected to be 34-
36 degrees C on Monday, with the mini-
mum hovering around 24-26 degrees,

IMD said that while such thunder-
storms are not uncommon during
the pre-monsoon season when mois-
ture-laden southeasterly winds inter-
act with drier westerly winds, the
intensity of Sunday’s event was mag-
nified by three active weather sys-
tems — a western disturbance and
two eyelonic circulations.

“The western disturbance lies
as an upper air cyclonic circulation
over north Punjab and adjoining
Jammu and Kashmir There was
also an upper air cyclonic circulation
over northwest UP and adjoining
north Haryana in the lower tropo-
spheric levels, 1.5km above mean sea
level. Further, an upper air cyclonic

circulation over west Rajasthan and
its neighbouring areas lay in the low-
er tropospheric levels, and this
brought additional moisture,” an
IMD scientist explained.

The metdepartmentreported that
wind speeds in Delhi peaked around
2am, touching 82kmph at Safdarjung
and 72kmph at Palam. The storm also
caused asharp dip in temperature be-
tweenl.l5amand2.30am.

May has been marked by a series
of sudden and intense dust storms
and thunderstorms. In three previ-
ous storms this month, at least 12
deaths were reported in Delhi due to
house collapses, electrocution and
trees, masts and hoardings falling on
individuals or vehicles.

Meanwhile, the city’sair quality re-
mained moderate, with an AQI on a
scaleof 0to5000f 108on Sunday against
141, alsomoderate, a day earlier.
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DGCA opens cockpit
door to commerce
and arts pass-outs

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Directorate Gener-
alof Civil Aviation(DGCA)has
proposed allowing Class 12
pass-outs from arts and com-
merce streams to pursue com-
mercial flving courses and be-
come a pilot. The current syst-
em limits it to science students.
The regulator has sent the
recommendation to Union civ-
il aviation ministry, which will
finalise theamendment. “Once
it finalises it, it will send the
proposal to the law minisiry to
notify it. When that happens,
the change will come into ef-
fect,” said a senior official. TOI
had first reported the planned
change on April 18, 2025.
Currentrulesmake physics
and maths mandatory in Class
12 to enrol for commercial pilot
licence (CPL) training. Once
the change is notified, all Class
12 pass-outs — subject to clear-
ing medical fitness and other
tests — will be eligible to beco-

TAKE-OFF CLEARED

» DGCA issued 1,342
commercial pilot licences
(CPLs) in CY 2024

» CY 2023 saw highest ever
CPLs being issued in India

at 1,622

» CY 2022 | 1,165 CPLs issued

» Figure includes CPLs
issued by DGCA to both
students who trained in India
and those who trained abroad
& then went in for India
licence conversion

me commercial pilots in India,
Since mid-1990s, CPL train-
ing has been open only to sci-
ence and math students. Before
that, 10th pass (matric) was the
only requirement. Senior cap-
tains say no other country has
such a criteria. They term itan
archaic system that needs to go
as the levels of physics and
maths required by pilots are
imparted in junior classes,
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