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AAT’s electronics engineers body raises concern
over proposed privatisation of ATC services

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B Mumbai

ATSEPA, an electronic engineers’ body
at Airports Authority of India (AAl), has
raised concerns over the proposed pri-
vatisation of air traffic control services,
saying that shifting control away
from the Authority without establishing
an autonomous regulatory entity
could be perceived as a policy
decision that weakens India’s national
strategic capabilities.

In a letter to Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on April 23, Air Traffic
Safety Electronic Personnel Association
(India) General Secretary YP Gautam said
the matter warrants urgent reconsider-
ation at the highest policy level.

“The proposal to introduce private
participation in Air Traffic Control ser-
vices, without first operationalising an
independent Air Navigation Services
(ANS) structure, is viewed with grave
concern,” he said.

Stating that the matter is not
exploratory, he said the carving out of
ANS (ATC + CNS) from AAI has already
been "deliberated, accepted in principle,
and partially implemented” during the
tenure of (late AAl Chairman) Guru
Prasad Mohapatra.

Alleging that the rollback of that
framework has resulted in the present
structural inconsistency, he said,
“Proceeding with privatisation in the
absence of an autonomous ANS entity
will be perceived as a policy decision
that weakens an existing national capa-
bility rather than strengthening it".
Creating a system where ANS remains

a dependent internal unit while compet-
ing with private entities will be seen as
institutional disadvantage by design, the
association said.

Fragmentation of ATC services in a
safety-critical domain raises serious
questions of accountability, uniformity,
and operational integrity, it added.

The association also warned that
“ignoring an already available, trained,
and proven ANS workforce in favour of
external providers risks avoidable dilu-
tion of sovereign expertise”.

Seeking immediate operationalisation
of ANS as an independent entity with full
functional, financial, and administrative
autonomy, prior to going ahead with the
privatisation, ATSEPA said the entity
should be enabled to provide ATC and
CNS services to all airports on a non-dis-
criminatory and competitive basis.

“The role of AAl should be clearly rede-
fined to avoid overlap and conflict of
interest. It is necessary to state that any
move to proceed otherwise will be
viewed as structurally flawed and
institutionally detrimental, and is unlike-
ly to find acceptance among the profes-
sional community entrusted with main-
taining the safety and efficiency of
India’s airspace " it said.
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Planning paradox?: HAL ‘unaware’
of plans to redevelop old airport

State plans global aerospace
hub; AAl pushes to resume
commercial flights

S 4

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

n Bengaluru's latest plan-
Ining paradox, everyone

seems to have a blueprint
for Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited’s (HAL) old airport
area, with little involvement
from HAL itself.

A recent proposal sub-
mitted by a member of the
Karnataka State Policy and
Planning Commission (KSP-
PC) highlighted an ambitious
10-year plan to transform the
area into a global aerospace
hub. The Airport Authority of
India (AAl) hasalso shownin-
terest to reopen the HAL air-
port for commercial flights by
pushing its very own 10-year
masterplan.

However, HAL has denied
involvement in either pro-
posed plan, arguing that it is
yet to be officially informed,
more specifically the proposal
to turn 700-acre HAL airport
into a global aerospace hub.

“HALisnow aware through
various media reports of a
proposal to redevelop the
area around the HAL airport
into a global aerospace hub.
HAL has not formally received
any such proposal from the
government of Karnataka or
held any discussions on the
matter,” an HAL spokesper-
son told DH.

Highlighting why the planis
notfeasible, the spokesperson
reiterated that HAL airport
and the associated test flying
areaare critical facilites, stra-

BANGLORE

tegically designed to cater to
the test requirements of pro-
duction, overhaul and devel-
opment of aircraft.

“Inaddition to HAL, theair-
portis extensively used by oth-
erdefence research organisa-
tions such as National Flight
Test Centre (NFTC) under
Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA), for prototype
and development flights and
future development projects.
Further, National Aerospace
Laboratories (NAL), Centre
for Airborne Systems (CABS)
and Aircraft and Systems Test-
ing Establishment (ASTE)
are utihsing these facilities
for test flying of various R&D
platforms of national impor-
tance. The HAL airport is
a designated major airbase
supporting air operations for
IAF, Indian Navy and Indian
Army. Theairport itself serves
as a 24-hour stand-by for air
operations for national emer-
gencies. It also catersto VVIP
and dignitary movements,”
HAL stated.

Atthe HAL airport, the ter-
minal building belongs to the
AAL while the land beyond
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that belongs to the defenceau-
thorities. “Anyredevelopment
plansat HAL will naturally in-
volve AAL So far, we haven't
been intimated by any such
proposal by the KSPPC. There
have been no discussions on
such a crucial matter,” said K
Anbarasu, General Manager
(Bengaluru), AAL

In its master plan, the AAI
has proposed to demolish the
existing terminal in 2030 and
start building a new one. As
perthe plan, the terminal will
be expanded in phases and the
revamped airport will have a
seven-floorcar parking facility
and a commercial complexin
addition to lane expansion of
thqi road in front of the termi-
nal.

S Mohanadass Hegde, the
KSPPC member who made
the proposal before Chief Sec-
retary Shalini Rajneesh, said
HAL and AAI would only be
involved once the project gets
the greenlight fromthe Centre
and the NIT1 Aayog.

“These are the agencies that
will make the decision. Once
we get their approval, we'll
hold discussionswith HAL on

taking the plan forward,” he
added,

The KSPPC masterplan
outlines a10-year roadmap to
establish the HAL Aerospace
City District as India’s first in-
tegrated defence-civil-space
corridor, Key initiatives in-
clude creating advanced
manufacturing clusters for
airframes, engines, avionics,
composites and rotorcraft;
developing HAL air mobility
campuses; and launching a
global training and skilling
academy.

While DH earlier reported
the Karnataka State Industrial
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation (KSIIDC)'s
involvement in themasterplan
submitted, an official from the
office of the Secretary, Infra-
structure Development, Ports
and Inland Water Transport
Department, clarified that
the KSIIDC was not a part of
the plan.

“After a KSPPC member
shared the proposal, it was
sent to the KSIIDC for clarifi-
cation on the matter. The KSI-
1D isn’t involved in the plan,”
the official said.
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Groupe ADP
tosell stakein
GMR Airports

NEW DELHI, PTI: France's
Groupe ADP issellingup to
7.3% stake in GMR Airports
to the GMR promoter
group for over Rs 10,100
crore. Once the deal is
complete, the overall stake
of Groupe ADP in GMR
Airports will come down to
25% from 32.3%.

GMR Airports Ltd (GAL),
the airports business of
the GMR Croup, operates
various airports, including
at Delhi and Hyderabad.
The deal will be executed
through an initial sale and
entry into options relating
to ordinary or preference
shares as well as the early
purchase by GMR Group of
the convertible bonds is-
sued by GAL and currently
held by Groupe ADP.
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Groupe ADP to
sell 7.3% stake
in GMR Airports

France's Groupe ADP is sell-
ing up to 7.3% stake in GMR
Airports to the GMR pro-
moter group for more than
%10,100 crore. Once the multi-
layered deal is complete, the
overall stake of Groupe ADP,
the Paris airport operator, in
GMR Airports will come
down to 25% from 323%
GMR Airports Lid (GAL), the
airports business arm of the
GMR Group, operates various
girports, including those in
Delhi and Hyderabad. PT1
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PARIS AIRPORTS
OPERATOR CUTS
STAKE IN GMR IN
$1 BILLION DEAL

Elonmberg

frm o

ADP, the operator of the main
Paris airparts, agreed to sell up
o 7.3% of GMR Airporis Lid as

rt of a deal worth as moch 23
924 milllion {$L08 billon)

The: French group agreed io
selll the stnke to a vehicle con-
nected io MR s founding Eamnily
ina nultisiage deal, acoonding o
a statement confirming an ear-
lier Blogmberg News report. ADP
will sell 3.4% of its shares for
256 million and receive o put
option to sl an additional 3.9%
for aboaut €285 milllion.

The Emily's vehicle has nlso
agreed io purchase convertéhle
bonds for €301 million face
value. plus accrued inberest as of
the date of the transaction,
which is set to be compleied by
Blarch 3L 2027, ADF's statement
showed.

Shares of GMR Airporis have
risen 8.4% in Mumbai over the
past |2 months, giving the formia
market value of 3108 billion.

ADP said its govermance
rights and status as a so-called
co-prampier will remain on
eoenpletion of the deal. The com-
sy dhoess ¢ imend to drestany
move of its sake in GME Air-
ports, and will use cash from the
Iransaction for short-term delev-
eraging, aswell asa special dini-
dend as soon as this year.

“ADP s taking the opporiu-
nity to crysmllise part of the
valoe of its iovestment, while
maimtaining a significant eco-
namic exposure o the futare
growth potential of this key
mser” ADP chiel executive offi-
r Pascal said in the

ADP  imitially
soquired a 49% stake i GMR
Abrports in 2000,

With the completion of the
deal, ADF's board of directors
proposed a special dnvidend of
€08 per share for the 2005
Fnzncial year. Fallowing the
exercise of the option, the baamd
may proposs an additional spe-
cial distribution te shareholders
ol €] per share.

Citigroup Inc. acied as fnan-
cial adviser bo ADP, S&H Assoc-
ates andl Hogan Lovells were
Iegal advisers and Urhan Strate-
gic Pie was a stratege adviser,
acconding to the statement.
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PARIS AIRPORTS
OPERATOR CUTS
STAKE IN GMR IN
$1BILLION DEAL

Bloomberg

feedhacka vemint com

ADP, the operator of the main
Paris airports, agreed to sell up
to 7.3% of GMR Airports Ltd as
part of a deal worth as much as
€924 million {SLOS billion).

The French group agreed to
sell the stake to a vehicle con-
nected to GMR's founding Bamily
in a multistage deal, sccording o
a statement confirming an ear-
lier Bloomberg News report. ADP
will sell 3.4% of its shares for
€256 million and receive a put
option tosell an additional 3.5%
for about €285 million.

The family's vehicle has also
agreed o purchase convertible
bonds for €301 million face
value, plus seered interest as of
the date of the transaction,
which is set to be completed by
March 31, 2027, ADP's statement
showed.

Shares of GMR Airports hawe
risen 8.4% in Mumbai over the
past 12 months, giving the firm a
market value of $10.8 billion,

ADP said its governance
rights and status as a so-called
co-promoter will remain on
completion of the deal. The com-
pany doesn'tintend to divest any
maore of its stake in GMR Air-
ports, and will nse cash from the
transaction for shor-term delev-
eraging, as well as a special divi-
dend as soon as this vear.

“ADP is taking the opportu-
nity to crystallise part of the
value of its investment, while
maintaining a significant eco-
nomic exposure to the future
growth potential of this key
asset,” ADP chief executive offi-
cer Philippe Pascal said in the
statement. ADP  initially
acquired & 49% stake in GMR
Airports in 2020,

With the completion of the
deal, ADF's board of directors
proposed & special dividend of
€0.8 per share for the 2025
financial year. Following the
exercise of the option, the board
may propose an additional spe-
il distribution w shareholders
of €1 per share.

Citigroup Ine. acted as finan-
cial adviser o ADP, S&R Assod-
ates and Hogan Lovells were
lezal advisers and Urban Strate-
gic Pte was a strategic adviser,
according 1o the statement.
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Navi Mumbai Airport drives growth in Raigad belt

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport is emerging
as a catalyst for a major ur-
ban and economic shift,
driving the rise of new cen-
tral business districts
(CBDs) across the neigh-
bouring Raigad belt. Locat-
ed within a 15-20 km radius
of the new airport, these
planned growth centres
are being envisioned as
“Mumbai 3.0", a next-gen-
eration urban cluster
aimed at fuelling future
growth.

The impact is already
visible in the real estate
sector, with developers ac-
celerating project deliver-

Airport

Cargo
Terminal

Urban facelift: The airport's phase-wise progress is reshaping the

region’s urban landscape. PTI

ies and unveiling new resi-
dential and mixed-use
developments to tap into
rising demand. The air-
port’s phase-wise progress
is reshaping the region’s
urban landscape, particu-
larly across the micro-mar-

kets of Taloja, Karjat, Pen
and Khopoli of Raigad dis-
trict. The Maharashtra go-
vernment’s plan to deve-
lop a BKC-like business
district in the region has
further boosted investor
sentiment,

Emerging micro-mar-
kets are becoming key be-
neficiaries of this growth
wave. Taloja takes the lead,
with connectivity to its ad-
vantage. Privanka Jindal
Gupta, advisor, Viyaara
Realty, said, “With en-
hanced infrastructure and
improved  connectivity
through metro networks
and road expansions, Talo-
ja is quickly transforming
into a hotspot for premier
residential living in Navi
Mumbai.”

The airport’s influence
is also extending to Karjat,
where demand for rentals,
second homes, and plotted
developments is rising.
Ashok Chhajer, CMD, Ari-
hant Superstructures said,

“It is clearly seen that land
prices are the first to rise as
entrepreneurs are grab-
bing all the opportunities.
On the Thane-Belapur
stretch, lands are now be-
ing sold at ¥2.5 lakh per
square metre.” At intersec-
tions and traffic signals,
land prices have skyrocket-
ed from 32 crore to I8
crore per acre, he said ad-
ding that in the premium
segment, sea-facing apart-
ments at Regency Palms
were costing about
70,000 per sq.ft.

“Going by emerging
trends, the residential seg-
ment will see a steep rise
after the first wave of com-
mercial and service sector
development,” he added.
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AAI’s electronics engineers body flags concern
over proposed privatisation of ATC services

MUMBAI: ATSEPA, an elec-
tronic engineers body at Adr-
orts Authorty of India (AAT),
as ratsed concerns over the
proposed privatisation of air
traffic control (ATC) services,
saying that shifting control
away from the Authority with-
out establishing an autono-
mous regulatory entity could
be perceived as a policy deci-
ston that weakens Indias
national strategic capabilities.
In a better to Civil Avation
Minister K, Rammuohan Naidu
on April 23, Air Traffic Safety
Electronic Personnel Associ-
ation (India) General Secre-
tary YP Gautam said the matter
warrants urgent reconsidera-
tion at the highest policy level.
“The proposal to intro-
duce private participation in
Air Traffic Control services,
withoul first operationalising

an independent Adr Naviga-
tion Services (ANS) structure,
ts viewed with grave concern,’
he said.

Stating that the matter is not
exploratory, he said the carving
out of ANS (ATC + CNS) from
AAT has already been “deliber-
ated, accepted in principle, and
partially implemented” during
the tenure of (late AAT Chair-
man) Guru Prasad Mohapatra.

:’Lll-rg!ng that the rollback of

that framework has resulted in

the present structural inconsis-
tency, be said, “Proceeding with

privatisation in the absence of

an autonomous ANS entity will
be percetved as a policy deci-
sion that weakens an existing
national capability rather than
strengthendng it”

Creating a system where
ANS remains a dependent
internal unit while compet-
ing with private entities will
be seen as institutional disad-
vanlage by design, the associa-
tion said.

Fragmentation of ATC ser-
vices in a safety-critical domain

raises serious questions of

accountability, uniformity, and
operational integrity, it added.

Thie association also warned
that “ignoring an already avail-
able, trained, and proven ANS
workforce in favour of exter-

nal providers risks avoidable

dilution of sovereign expertise’
Seeking immediate oper-
ationalisation of ANS as an
independent entity with full
functional, financial, and
admindstrative autonomy, prior
to godng ahead with the privati-
sation, ATSEPA said the entity
should be enabled to provide
ATC and CNS services to all
alrports on a non-discrimina-
tory and competitive basis
“The role of AAT should
be clearly redefined to avoid
overlap and contlict of inter-
est, It is necessary to state that
any move to proceed otherwise
will be viewed as structurally
flawed and institutionally det-
rimental, and is unlikely to find
acceptance amaong the profes-
stonal community entrusted
with maintaining the safety and
elficiency of Indias airspace
“it sand. i
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Govt plans int’l hubs at
Rajkot, 3 other airports
for seamless transfers

ris phata

Saurabh.5inha

dtimesolindia.com

ndia is planning to have
hubs at four airports — Raj
Defhl TGIA,
A and Bengalu-
i KIA — o allow seamless B ap
tranaferslike theonesdesi gl Si400TH FLYING
bistrotiers currently experin
ceabroad in places like Dubni,  and thenadd tothe lis

Singapors & Frankfurt While India already has
hile the bub-and-spoke mo-  modern airport infra that re

del will kick off at Delhi 1GIA
from June 1, the sviation mini
stry has begun work on the
other three places

Onee the required hub-
wnd-spoke infra s o place,
passenigers will fly into these
plrports from multiple cltes
mned then board anoth ir-
erafl headed o diTerent prts
of the world, The aviation mi
nistry s planning to makea a
start wih these four places

quirestweaks, ithopeato have
sirong airlines, apart from In
diGo, tno onee the Air India
growpgets its nct in order and
like Akasa grow with

“Fuor each of the four bubs,
are didentifying s Indian
3 a5 their spoke partners
foar the indtial phasze." sabl @ se
mbor official

rContinuedon P 7

‘Origin clearance to
cut transit hassles’

kContinued from P1

from, say, Raipur to Oman via Rajkot is
able ockearcustoms and immigration ml
Raipur itsell and then seamlessly take the con
necting flight to Oman from Rajkot. The return
Journey will also be a smooth one” the olTieial
added
The avtation minkstry 18 eoordinating with
other mink 3% including home, finanoe and
enternal affiirs as many aspects reqoired fora
true hub-and-spoke model ncluding seearity,
immbgration and customs and are within their
il
While Afr Indis group, IndiGo and Almsa
already count Delh), Mumbal and Hengalurn
as their key bases, Hojkot is likely to get its re-
quired airfine connectiviry for both thedomnes
tic and inter notional logs from IndiiGo, said pe
ople implementing the plan
“InediGo is in tulks with the ministry as n
Rajkot hub seems very workable. Rajkot is the
I‘.Iall‘l mmost teasonably big aliqport of India
tionslile Oman than
ot 18 0 the bt o
du-.l:w.lund trading belt of Saurashtra. There
15 abso going to be significan cargo movenment

'_[ “he iden is to ensure & passenger flying

For det
limesand a 1 thae resd B for T i
an globatrotters were sutside the conntry.
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KIA to be

one of f{)ur

airport hubs, easing
international air travel

New Delhi:  Bengaluru's
Kempegowdn  [nternational
Afrport (KLA) is part of In-
dia's plan to develop four aie
port hubs to enable seamless
ransfers mirroring those in
Dubai, Doha, Singapore and
Frankfuri, reporis Saurabh
Sinha. While the hub-and
spole mode] will roll out first
il Dl TGEA Droan Juni 1. the
aviaticm ministry has begun
waork an the other three: KLA,
Mumbeai and Rajlat Hirasare

Omee the infrs ture
b= In place, passengers cin
My into thess alrpoerts from
multiple cities within India
and then connect smmoathly
to fnternatbonnl Aights

» Aviation ministry, P15

HUB-&-SPOKE MODEL
= Al spoke alrport, fiyers
will get twa board

(D for domestic and | for
international) for two flights
= Customs and

at lstpmntol‘e:ll from Indéa

» Customs, |rnm|gm.lnn at
fimal point of entry into India
» Baggage of both inbound
and outbound passengers

transferred seamlessly
threugh airside operations
= Combination flights not
permitted far now; separate
adrcraft for domestic and
intl segments of hub-and-
Spoke Ops

[Snmue Asirtin

Aviation ministry pushes
for hub- and-spoke model

#Continued from page 1

Tl instance, a passenger
l* ying  Lascknow-Delhi-

London can doacheck-in
ol Baggage al Lucknow |50
if both flights (Lucknow to
Dedht, and Delhd to London)
are of the same airline or of
eode-share pariner carriers
This eliminates the need (o
coliect and recherck bageat the
hubs Customs and mmigrs
tion processes will also be
streamlined a1 the hub air-
port, making transfers more
efficient than before,

While Inddin alieady has
mixdern airport infrastrue-
fure that requires twaaks, 1l
hopes to have strong airli-
nes, apart from IndiGo, onee
the Alr India group gets ks
act together and others like
Akasn grow with tlme

“For each hub. we are
identifying spoke partners
The iden is to ensure a pas-
senger — fying from Raipur
to Oman via Rajkol, for in-
stance — is able to clear eus-
tomms and lramigration sl Ba
ipur it=elf and then take the

Alrport processes will be
streamlined to make
transfers more efficient

Lonnouama. ﬂ.l..L11 to Oma.u

aj
wul I.u' equally
wth,” said a seniorofficial.
The aviation minisiry is
coordinating with home, fi-
nance and external alfalrs
ministries, among others, as
many aspects required for a
true hub-and-spoke model
are within their remit.
While Alr India group, In
diGo and Akssa count Delhi,
Mumbal and Bengaluru as
key huses, Rajkot is likely to
get [ required airline con-
nectivity for both domestic
and international legs from
Ioediro, sald people imple
menting the plan. “Rajkot is

the eaaternmost reasonably
big airport of India, with key
Gull destinations Jess than
wo hours away

Tn the pest few decades,
the absenee of strong desi
alrlines and airports meant
the real hoba for Indian gl
betrotters were outside the
country With India ereating
big airports since the start
of the millennium and its
alrlines having a large num
ber of wide-body nircraft on
arder, govt feels il 15 1ime to
shift this mega transfer busi-
ness o the country

Govt s tackling what is
the biggest pain point for in-
1ev] ol todomestic trans
fer passengers. They need (o
eollect their haggage on the
port of arrival in Indin; clear
customns and then check-in
baggage igain for the domes
tie flight “Bageage for both
Inboarnd and outbound [ner
national passengers will be
transfermed seamlassly thie
ugh airside operations at the
huhb airport, eliminating the
niEed for passenger interven
tion." the ministry said
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Reduce height curbs around
HAL airport, state tells Centre

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The govt submit-
ted a memorandum to defence
minister Rajnath Singh seek-
ing a reduction in the height
restriction radius around de-
fence airports in Bengaluru
from 20km to 15km. It has also
written to the defence secre-
tary and civil aviation minis-
try on the issue.

On Friday, deputy chief
minister DK Shivakumar met
Singh in Delhi to outline the
state’s rationale for seeking the
relaxation. The proposed
change is expected to “free up”
nearly 78% land within the
restricted zones surrounding
Yelahanka and HAL airports,
enabling the development of
hig-hrise buildings and com-
mercial office spaces.

In the memorandum, Shi-
vakumar described the cur-
rent restrictions as “exces-
sive”, It states: “Bengaluru is
one of the fastest growing cit-
ies in the world and HAL air-
port is in the core area of Ben-
galuru where there is huge
demand for development. The
additional restrictions are
hampering development in
areas around the airport.”

In separate communica-
tions to the defence and civil

uring discussions with

defence minister Rajnath
Singh, deputy chief minister DK
Shivakumar requested the Centre
to allocate 2 acres of land from
the Hebbal Defence Dairy Farm to
construct a “critical” ramp on the
Hebbal side of the proposed
tunnel project.

The twin tunnel project will
connect Hebbal (Esteem Mall
Junction) on Ballari Road and
Central Silk Board in south
Bengaluru, providing a high-
speed route for airport-bound
and intercity traffic.

Shivakumar also sought 6.9
acres from the same defence
property to develop a 60-foot
road linking Sarovara Layout,
located behind the farm and
Ballari Road. The Bengaluru

aviation secretaries, the state
govt noted that existing eivil
aviation rules typically pre-
scribe a restriction radius of
around 15km. However, the
memorandum said “authori-
ties representing defence air-
ports informed us that under
rule 5(2) of GSR 751 (E), au-
thorised officers of defence
airports are allowed to impose
additional restrictions, hence
they are restricting the height

development minister also
sought another 7.4 acres to
construct a 24-metre-wide road
connecting Lower Agaram Road
and Sarjapura Road via Ejipura
Junction. The total land
requirement for these road
infrastructure projects amounts
to 13.7 acres.

Both proposals have been

based on their calculations™.
The govt also told the Cen-
tre that HAL authorities indi-
cated the extended restriction
zone was partly due to helicop-
ter testing at the airport.
“...in that case, it is re-
guested that testing of such
helicopters be shifted to HAL-
[l Tumakuru, which is assem-
bling various helicopters.”
the state said in its request to
the department of defence

GOVT SEEKS 2 ACRES DEFENCE LAND FOR TUNNEL PROJECT

RANGE OF
ISSUES: DK
Shivakumar
told defence
minister
Rajnath Singh
on Friday that
reducing curbs
around defence
airports

would spur

8 development

suhmrrled under the Centre's
equal value land {evl) or equal
value infrastructure (EV1) policy
framework. Separately, the govt
has also requested an additional
1.2 acres of defence land to
facilitate construction of an
elevated rotary flyover at 10C
lunction and two rail overbridges
at Baiyyappanahalli.

production under the minis-
try of defence,

The state has urged the
Centre to consider the pro-
posed relaxation, citing ad-
vancements in communica-
tion, navigation. and surveil-
lance (CNS) technologies,
rising land demand in
metropolitan areas like Ben-
galuru, and the need to pro-
mote vertical urban growth
over urhan sprawl.
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IGI ‘dog cruelty’ row:
Court seeks action report

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A court has dir-
ected the station house offi-
cer of the domestic airport
policestation tofile an action-
taken report on a complaint
alleging cruelty against a
community dog on the IGI
Airport premises,

Chief judicial magistrate
Abhinav Ahlawat sought cla-
rity on whether any compla-
intwasfiled, action taken, the
statusof theinquiryand if an
FIR was registered.

Ekta Jain has alleged that
on April 1, Dholu, who had
lived around Terminal 1 all
his life, was captured in a
“eruel manner” by housekee-
ping staff. It stated that the
dog was “mercilessly tied in
the legs, choked in the neck
and pinned down using cat-
cher (net)"” by sanitation wor-

kers allegedly linked to a pri-
vate contractor, before being
relocated or killed.

The plea named officials
linked to the airport manage-
ment and a private contractor,
along with unknown persons,
accusing them of animal cru-
elty, eriminal intimidation
and other offences. It also sta-
ted that the incident was ack-
nowledged by the airport aut-
horities on social media.

Jain claimed that one of
the accused had “misbehaved
with her, abused her.. made
lewd and derogatory rema-
rks and threatened to kill
her”. Despite reporting the
incident, “the SHO... did not
register the FIR, did not ar-
rest the accused... (and) did
not conduct the thorough
investigation”, she alleged.
The matter will be heard ag-
ainon April 29.
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Air turbulence

urbulence has hit the global aviation sector! This

15 one of the all too many adverse collateral con-

sequences of the ill-conceived US-Israel assault

on Iran, which has resulted in a dramatic surge in
aviation fuel prices. According to airline sources, the
cost of fuel has shot up from around $85 to $90 per
barrel to an alarming $150 to $200 per barrel in recent
weeks. Jet-fuel costs constitute between 25% to over
50% of the operating expenses of air carriers, depend-
ing on the load-bearing capacity and age of a specific
airliner. No wonder the global aviation sector has been
hit by the escalating US-Israeli conflict with Iran and
airlines are being compelled to raise fares and revise
their financial outlook. On top of higher airfares, airlines
in Europe and Asia, many of which depend on imported
jet fuel, are now facing a potential shortage, rmsing the
odds of flight cancellations and schedule cuts. Even the
key player in the war, the US, is ironically being impact-
ed—although, due to its own adequate domestic produc-
tion it 1s not confronting shortages, yet the global rise in
airfares is driving up fuel prices for US carrers, forcing
them to cut back on cheap airfares and less profitable
flights, a move that 1s sure to further erode President
Donald Trump's popularity and affect Republican pros-
pects in the November US mid-term elections.

The fly in the ointment is that a bulk of aviation fuelis
produced in the Gulfregion, which entails that it needs
to be transported across the Strait of Hormuz currently
being weaponised by Iran in its existential fight to save
itself from the US-Israel onslaught. Thus, airlines in
Europe and Asia, which import almost 75% of their jet-
fuel requirements from the Middle East, have been se-
verely affected. In fact, not a single major airline has
been spared the turmoil caused by the air turbulence —
ArrAsia X, KLM, Air Canada, Nigenan airlines, Air New
Zealand, Cathay Pacific, American Airlines, Asiana Air-
lines, Alaska Air, China Eastern Airlines, Hong Kong
Airlines, British Airways, you name it, and it is on the
list! Indian airlines have been particularly hard hit — Air
India has announced it would slash flights and hike fares;
Akasa Air said it was introducing a fuel surcharge on
domestic and international flights; Indigo, India's big-
gest airline, has introduced fuel charges on its flights
even as it curtailed their numbers. The major European
players, such as Lufthansa, have announced the can-
cellation of an overwhelming 20,000 flights in a bid to
protect themselves from the soaring cost of oil! The
biggest irony is that even if the war was to end immedi-
ately, the air turbulence will not cease, since airlines fix
their schedules and fares many months in advance!
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Gulf strikes sink airlines’
global traffic in March

Abhishek Law

abhishek.law @ livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines’
international flights plunged toa
four-year low in March, as Iran’s
retaliatory strikes across the Gulf
following US and Israeli attacks
disrupted key aviation routes,
triggering airspace closures and
flight cancellations.

International departures by
Indian airlines fell 40% on-year
to 11,284 flights in March from
18,502 a year earlier, as per data
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA). Overseas
passenger traffic dropped more
than 36% to 1.84 million passen-
gers, compared with 2.9 million
in March last year.

Routes to West Asia account
for almost half of the interna-
tional capacity of Indian carriers.
Since the conflict began, more
than 10,000 flights have been
cancelled through April. Daily
departures to West Asia have
plunged to about 80-90 flights
from 300-350 earlier, a senior
civil aviation ministry official
said. The affected destinations
include Dubai, Sharjah, Doha,
Riyadh and Dammam.

Air India Express was the
worst-hit among local carriers.
The low-cost carrier of the Air
India Group, which has a heavy
exposure to the region, saw
departures plunging 68% to 1,263
in March from 3,928 a year ago.
Passenger traffic sank 66% to
169,000 from 496,000, under-
scoring the airline’s reliance on

- . =f

International departures by
Indian airlines fell 40% y-o-y. HT

Gulfroutes.

1t is not clear if the carrier,
which connects 17 overseas des-
tinations including Dubai, Doha,
Abu Dhabi and Sharjah, is rede-
ploying under-utilized aircraft
on other routes.

International departures at
IndiGo, India’s largest airline,
fiell 36% to 5,238 flights in March
from 8,231 a year earlier. Passen-
ger traffic shrank 37% to 809,000
from 128 million. It has cut flight
frequencies on the West and
Central Asian routes following
operational constraints includ-
ing airspace closures.

However, “the European net-
work that includes Manchester,
Amsterdam, London and Athens
remains unchanged, although
flying times are now longer”, a
senior IndiGo executive said,
requesting not to be named.

“Numbers clearly reflect the

West Asia crises playing out for
Indian airlines. Dubai has
restricted foreign airlines to one
daily flight. Same restrictions or
curbs have not been levied by
India on carriers based out of
Dubai. And this has a pro-
nounced impact on players like
Adr India Express,” said captain
Mohan Ranganathan, an avia-
tion expert. “Air India Express is
also the hardest hit since over
50% of its international routes
cover the Gulf.”

Queries emailed to the civil
aviation ministry and Indian air-
lines remained unanswered till
press time.

This marks the lowest level of
international operations since
overseas air travel from India
resumed on 27 March 2022 after
covid. The outbreak of war in
Iran on 28 February led to wide-
spread airspace closures and
operational disruptions across
one of the busiest aviation corri-
dors globally.

Airlines are also facing sup-
ply-side curbs and rising costs.
Restricted access to West Asia’s
airspace and a continuing ban
on using Pakistani airspace have
forced carriers to take longer,
more circuitous routes to desti-
nations in Europe and North
America. Jet fuel prices have
almost doubled since March,
further squeezing margins. The
disruption has kept international
airfares elevated and con-
strained capacity on key routes.
Fuel surcharges have also gone
up for international routes.
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Ministry of Civil Aviation publishes April 2026 Flying Training Organisation rankings

Introduced through a directive from the DGCA, the framework establishes an evidence-based method to assess flight training organisations impartially

NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA), under
the leadership of Union Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu, has
released the second phase of
rankings for DGCA-approved
Flying Training Organisations
(FTOs) for April 2026. With
oversight from the minister
shaping its structure, this round
marks the second evaluation
cycle designed to strengthen
pilot education quality.

Safety benchmarks rise
when institutions face trans-
parent performance reviews
conducted under federal super-

vision. Progress in aviation
instruction follows systematic
assessment rather than isolated
effort. Public trust grows where
consistency replaces variability
in operational readiness.

Each rank reflects mea-
sured outcomes, not opinion,
within a regulated national
framework. Though quiet in
tone, the move signals long-
term commitment to struc-
tured improvement across
training centres nationwide.

Introduced through a direc-
tive from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
the framework establishes an
evidence-based method to

assess flight training organisa-
tions impartially.

With oversight maintained
over time, evaluations rely on
consistent data inputs rather
than subjective judgements.
Released initially in Octaber
2025, the opening set of results
reflected early implementation
outcomes across participat-
ing centres. Objectivity forms
the core principle behind how
institutions are now positioned
within the sequence.

Speaking on the move,
transparency in pilot train-
ing emerges through the new
ranking framework, aiding
future cadets and parents in

CLOSER LOOK

» Among recent evaluations, Avyanna Aviation Pvt. Ltd
stands alone in Category ‘A’ — a shift from earlier results

» A larger count now fills Category ‘B’, suggesting
refinements in operational quality across several FTOs

» Fewer organisations appear within Category ‘C' this
time around. Performance patterns peint toward upward
movement in training benchmarks

judgement. Growth potential
within Indian aviation gains
momentum due to initia-
tives promoting local air links
alongside construction of travel
facilities led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Fifty land-

ing zones may rise during the
following half-decade, along
with approximately five hun-
dred flying units entering ser-
vice. Almost thirty thousand
flyers could be needed across
the country in ten years' time

under current projections.

It is reported by MoCA
that performance metrics have
shown clear gains since the
introduction of rankings. Fly-
ing time dedicated to training
now stands at half, up from just
above a third before. Fleet sizes
across operators have grown
noticeably under the new
framework. Those pursuing a
commercial pilot licence find
their milestones reached more
swiftly than in prior years.

Among recent evaluations,
Avyanna Aviation Pvt Ltd
stands alone in Category A’ -
a shift from earlier results that
showed none in the highest tier.

A larger count now fills Cate-
gory ‘B, suggesting refinements
in operational quality across
several FTOs. Fewer organisa-
tions appear within Category
‘C’ this time around. Perfor-
mance patterns point toward
upward movement in training
benchmarks.

Notable movement
emerged from Indira Gan-
dhi Rashtriya Uran Akademi,
advancing clearly ahead. Fol-
lowing behind, the Academy of
Carver Aviation appears along-
side FSTC Flying School within
Category 'B. The National Fly-
ing Training Institute holds a
position among them, while

Chimes Aviation Academy
completes the group.

Should the plan move for-
ward, it would reflect ongoing
efforts to position India within
international air transport net-
works. Emphasis shifts toward
building stronger systems for
preparing aviators locally. A
framework called “Train in
India, Fly in India” gains focus
under this direction.

Goals extend beyond
immediate upgrades — long-
term positioning matters most
here. Infrastructure develop-
ment becomes central, though
quietly so. Vision shapes policy,
not the reverse.
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