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B’LURU AIRPORT
FIRSTIN ASIA TO
EARN LEVEL 5
CARBON TAG

Bengaluru, Apr 24:
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport was pre-
sented with the Level 5
Accreditation at the
recently concluded Airp-
orts Council Internati-
onal (ACI) Asia-Pacific &
Middle East Regional
Assembly

Incidentally, it is the
first in Asia to receive
Level 5 Accreditation
under ACIs Airport
Carbon  Accreditation
programme, effective
from May 5, 2024, The
assembly was held in
New Delhi from April 15
to 17. In a statement
issued by Bangalore
International Airport
Ltd on Thursday, it was
stated that Benga-luru
Airport earned the Level
5 Accreditation for achi-
eving a 95.6 per cent
reduction in Scope 1 and
2 greenhouse gas emis-
sionsenabling it to reach
net-zero status (Scope 1
and 2) seven yvears ahead
of its 2030 goal. Scope 1
and Scope 2 greenhouse
gas emissions represent
direct and indirect emis-
sions, PTI
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Easterly winds may
disrupt flights, says
Delhi airport

FLIGHT OPERATIONS at
the Delhi airport might
be affected by easterly

winds expected
between April 26 and May 4,
airport operator DIAL said on
Friday. In recent weeks, the Indira
Gandhi International Airport had
seen flight delays due to air traffic
congestion, closure of one
runway. FEBUREAU & AGENCIES
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NMIA to be Ist airport
with water taxi service

Prajakta Pol

MWL B
—_—

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis has directed the
development of multi-modal
connectivity for the MNavi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMLA)Y, which will include a
water taxi service, This will
malke it the first mternational
girport in India with such a

faciliy. The CM also empha-
sised the need for ecofriendly
prosperous cities, highlighting
the importance of mult-
modal transport and greater
use of solar energy, with Navi
Mumbais planning  body
CIDCO playing a key role. The
CM also emphasised the need
for essential facilities at NMIA,
including parking system and
alrcraft maintenance services,
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FLIGHTS AT IGI TO
BE AFFECTED TILL
MAY 4 DUE TO
CHANGE IN WINDS

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes_ com

NEW DELHI: Flight operations at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport may be
affected from April 26 to May 4
due to a change in wind direc-
tion, which is expected to shift to
easterlies, the airport operator
Delhi International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL) announced on Fri-
day. Passengers are advised to
check with airlines for potential
impacts, starting Saturday.

The airport has faced severe
flight delays and diversions since
the closure of runway 28/10 on
April 8 for an upgrade to its
landing system. The remaining
three runways are also impacted
by the wind direction. When
easterly winds prevail, depar-
tures are limited to two runways
(09 and 11L), with arrivals con-
fined to just one (1IR) due to the
orientation of the runways.

Since Wednesday, wind direc-
tion had been predominantly
westerly, allowing for relatively
smooth operations.
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CISF takes over security of

Lengpui airport in Mizoram

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) took
over the security of Mizoram’s Lengpui Airport
on Thursday. Lengpui became the 69th airport in
India to come under the protection of the
national civil aviation security force. The CISF
said it would work closely with local authorities
and other stakeholders to develop and
implement advanced security protocols that
were effective, convenient and people-friendly.
“These enhanced measures aim to provide
passengers with a secure and seamless travel
experience, while proactively addressing
emerging threats such as terrorism, smuggling
and other unlawful activities,” it said.
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CISF expands 1ts footprint in Mizoram, takes over LengpuiAirport security

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 25 APRIL

[namove to enhance aviation
security in the country's
North-East, the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) has officially taken
over the security of Mizoram's
Lengpui Airport, the state's
lone domestic airport.

On Thursday, with the

induction of the CISF, the
Lengpui Airport became the
69th airport in the country
to come under the protection
of the Central Armed Police
Force (CAPF), which is also
a national civil aviation secu-
rity force.

The deployment also
marks a significant milestone
for the CISF as its first-ever
unit is going to be established

in the northeastern state.

The CISF brings with it
25 years of expertise in avi-
ation security, significantly
enhancing the safety frame-
work of this strategically
important airport.

A formal ceremony was
held on Thursday at the air-
port, marking this significant
development where Anil
Shukla, IPS, DGP Mizoram

Police, Vijay Prakash, IPS,
Inspector General CISF/ APS-
I HQr, New Delhi, Deepak
Verma, DIGAP (E&NE) HQr,
Kolkata, Lalrohlua, Director
Aviation, P.U Saidenga, Air-
port Director, Lengpui, and
other officials were also pres-
ent.

The decision to station
the CISF at the airport aligns
with the Central govern-

ment's broader initiative to
strengthen security across
civil aviation facilities nation-
wide.

As the primary air gateway
to Mizoram—popularly
known as the "Land of Moun-
tains"—Lengpui Airport has
witnessed a steady rise in
passenger traffic, and this
growth has underscored the
need for a dedicated and

specialized security force to
ensure the safety of travelers
and airport operations.

In addition to their core
security responsibilities, CISF
personnel will work closely
with local authorities and
other stakeholders to develop
and implement advanced
security protocols that are
effective, convenient and
people friendly.
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Kashmiri students abandon
hostels, spend night at airport

Kalyan.Das@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: Six Kashmiristu-
dents sat outside the locked
doors of Jolly Grant airport
in Dehradun, under dim floo-
dlights and the half-watch of
two security guards in the
quiet hours before dawn on
Thursday, They had arrived
around 3:30am, fleeing their
hostel in panic after watching
a video in which a man
warned that all Kashmiri
Muslims must leave Uttarak-
hand by 10am or face “treat-
ment”, They waited until the
terminal opened two hours
later, sleepless and unsure of
what to do next, before they
made their escape.

The man in the video, Lalit
Sharma of Hindu Raksha Dal,
issuedadeadlineand said, “We
will start from Dehradun... We
won't wait for govt response..,
We have enough.” His messape
spread quickly amplified by so-
cial media, and reached hos-
tels and Whats App groups. For
Kashmiri students, already liv-
ing in the uneasy shadow after
the terror attack on tourists in
Pahalgam, the threat was real.

One of the students, en-
rolled in a paramedic pro-
gramme at a private institute,
said the sense of danger began
ecarlier that daw “A faculty
member came to our room in
the afternoon. He said there
wis an input that some people
might come looking for us
Thursday” The suggestion
was to move to a ‘safe house’.
But as the hours passed, and
the video circulated widely
fear eclipsed caution. The stu-
dents called the college CEO,
booked flights, and hired a taxi
to the airport. They did not
even stop to pack thoroughly

By Thursday afternoon,
nearly 20 more Kashmiri stu-
dents had arrived at the air-
port, most of them having ar-
ranged their own departures.
“Our exams were over any-
way."” the student said, add-
ing, “Summer vacation is
starting. We are not coming
back anytime soon.” None of
them wanted to be named,

This wasn't the first time
Kashmiri students in Dehra-
dun had felt exposed, but this
time the danger had a face, a
name, and a ticking deadline.
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Passengers face
cab fare dispute
at Mum airport

Mumbai: Passengers expe-
rienced a verbal altercation
with Ola Cab drivers at the
T2 international airport on
Thursday evening as the
drivers refused to accept
the fares displayed on the
passengers’ mobile app.

A passenger stated that
when he first booked the
cab the price was Rs 950, ho-
wever, he was asked torebo-
ok by the driver who said
the can would not ply at that
rate. When he rebooked it
the rate had increased to Rs
1,600. The passenger noti-
ced that hiswasnot theonly
case, and there were a few
others arguing withdrivers
at the airport. .
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Indian airlines work on strategies
to cut losses as Pak shuts airspace

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

With Pakistan closing its air-
space for India-based air-
lines, carriers have started to
implement strategies to cut
their losses.

Many of these strategies
have evolved from the exper-
ience of 2019 when the air-
space had remained closed
for a few months in the after-
math of the Balakot air
strikes by the Indian Air
Force.

At that time, large interna-
tional operators like Air In-
dia had taken massive losses
of ¥3-6 crore a day.

The industry, as a whole, is
estimated to have lost
around ¥700 crore during
that period.

The Pakistan air corridor
is vital for Indian airlines, es-

pecially for west-bound
ﬂlghts “from northern cities
like Delhi to Europe, West
and Central Asia, and even to
the US.

Speaking to businessline,
senior industry representat-
ives said the basic playbook
of 2019 would be applied
with refinements.

This entails creating tech-
nical stops, clubbing flights

EXPLORING OPTIONS. Airlines are looking at te:hmcal stops,
alternative routes and facilities

and using alternative facilit-
ies, such as the newly-renov-
ated Ahmedabad airport, the
Bengaluru airport, and the
upcoming Navi Mumbai
airport.

Accordingly, flights from
North India to the US and
Europe will be diverted over
Mumbai and then north-
wards over the Arabian Sea
through the United Arab
Emirates airspace.

STOPS FOR REFUELLING
Additionally, sources told
businessline that Air India is
expected to create technical
stops for refuelling in Vienna
and Copenhagen.

Sources said IndiGo's
multi-hub policy, as well as
more direct connections
from various points across

the country to the Gulf
states, will insulate it from
any major impact. Still, in-
dustry insiders estimate a
rise in airfares and losses for
India-based airlines.

But on an overall basis, the
development of airport in-
frastructure and extensive
domesticair networks of car-
riers will help in mitigating
the impact on the industry,
sources said.

“Nowadays, passengers
opt for flights from places
like Lucknow, Delhi,
Bengaluru to Kochi or else-
where and then to West
Asian destinations. We can
see easily see flights to
Europe and the US operated
this way,” another airline
representative said.

More reports p7
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Closure of Pakistan’s airspace to hurt India-based airlines

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Pakistan's decision to close
its airspace to Indian-based
airlines is expected to deal a
financial as well as opera-
tional blow to the sector.

The development as-
sumes  significance  as
Pakistan’s airspace is a vital
corridor for Indian airlines,
especially for west-bound
flights from northern cities
like Delhi to Europe, the
Middle East, Central Asia,
and even to the US.

Speaking to businessline,

industryinsiders estimated a
rise in airfares and losses for
India-based airlines.

“Its closure forces carriers
to take longer alternative
routes, increasing flight
times and fuel cost, particu-
larly impacting long-haul
routes to the West,” Jagan-
narayan Padmanabhan,
Senior Director, Crisil Mar-
ket Intelligence, told busi-
nessline.

“Some US-bound flights
may see additional fuel stops
and extended travel times,
pushing up operational ex-
penses considerably.”

According to aviation in-

veteran

dustry
Chacko, other routes that do
not depend on Pakistan’s air-
space can be used by India-
based airlines for interna-
tional journeys.

Manaoj

“Flight dispatchers need
to plan smartly,” Chacko,
who also runs regional air-
line Fly91 as its MD and
CEQ, told businessline.

“While flights to the
Middle East, Europe and the
US may not be a big chal-
lenge, flights to the CIS
(Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States) countries
would be a challenge,” he
added.

FINANCIAL BURDEN

Pointing out that Air India
and IndiGo will be most af-
fected by the closure of
Pakistan’s airspace, Mark D

Martin, CEQ of Martin Con-
sulting, said: “By conservat-
ive estimates, we expect
ticket prices to rise by a min-
imum of 35 per cent to des-
tinations in the Middle East
and by over 40 per cent to
destinations in Europe in ad-
dition to higher carbon emis-
sions and fuel burn.”

Air India said some of its
flights to or from North
America, the UK, Europe,

and the Middle East will take
an alternative extended
route,

Meanwhile, IndiGo said
that a few of its international
flights have been impacted.
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Longer routes,
fare hike: Pak
airspace curbs to
impact flights

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI, PTI:
International flights, espe-
cially from Delhi and other
northern cities, will take a
longer time to reach their
destinations, and fares are
also likely ro rise in the near
term, with Pakistan closing
its airspace for Indian air-
lines.

Air India and IndiGo
on Thursday said some of
their international flights
have been impacted by the
Pakistan airspace closure,
with the Tata Group-owned
airline mentioning that its
flights connecting North
America, the UK, Europe,
and the Middle East are
likely to take an alternative
extended route.

Apart from IndiGo and
Air India, Air India Express
and Spicelet also have inter-
national operations.

Alternative routes

All west-bound flights fly-
ing from north Indian cit-
ies, including Delhi, will be
impacted by the closure.
These flights will have to
take alternative routes that
will be longer over the Ara-
bian Sea, according tosenior
airline officials.

With alternative routes,
flight durations will in-
crease, which, in turn, will
push the fuel burn and op-
erational expenses. As are-
sult, airfares areexpected to
goup as airlines might pass
on the higher costs to the
DASSENEETS.
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IndiGo names
former FAA
administrator as
independent
director

Pl

InterGlobe Aviation, the parent
of the country’s largest airline
IndiGo  announced  the
appointment of former admin-
istrator US FAA and pilot
Whitaker as an Independent
Director.

Whitaker’s appointment,
which is subject to regulatory
and shareholders' approvals,
comes as the term of
Venkataramani Sumaniran as
an Independent Director ends
on ay 37
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Pal shuts its airspace for Indian aielines

etired Brigadier Inderjit Singh Chugh on
Thursday said that Pakistan's retaliatory
steps following India's actions were expected,
but signify an escalation in bilateral tensions.
"PM Modi has given a clear warning to Pak-
istan but todayv's development is that Pak-

istan's Cabinet Committee, in retaliation for
India's decision, decided that they will close
the Attari-Wagah border. Pakistan's airspace
has been shut for Indian airlines..."” Notably,
Pakistan has started to feel the heat after In-
dia announced a slew of measures against
Pakistan after the horrific Pahalgam terror
attack, which resulted in the deaths of 25 In-
dians and 1 Nepali citizen.
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IndiGo cancels flights
as Pak closes airspace

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: IndiGo on Friday
said it will temporarily suspend
flights to Tashkent and Almaty
in Kazakhstan, citing opera-
tional challenges due to the clo-
sure of Pakistan's airspace for
Indian carriers.

The development comes a
day after Pakistan closed its
airspace to Indian-registered
aircraft part of Islamabad's
response to India’s diplomatic
curbs on Pakistan announced
on Wednesday in retaliation to
the Pahalgam terrorist attack
that killed 26 people. The
restriction, officiated by the
Pakistan Civil Aviation Author-
ity (PCAA), has severely impact
flight operations of aircraft fly-
ing to western destinations
from northern India.

“Due to the closure of Paki-
stan's airspace, (about) 50

international routes operated
by IndiGo will require longer
sectors and hence may be sub-
ject to some slight schedule
adjustments. With the same
restrictions and limited rerout-
ing options, unfortunately
Almaty and Tashkent are out-
side the operational range of
IndiGo’s current fleet. Hence
flights to Almaty stand can-
celled from April 27 until at
least May 7 and to Tashkent
from April 28 until May 7,
2025," IndiGo's statement read.

While Air India has vet to
cancel or reschedule any
flights, a spokesperson for the
airline said that their non-stop
flight North America will now
take longer routes.

Experts believe that the
extended flight durations and
increased fuel consumption
could drive up airfares by
30-40% for upcoming book-
ings.
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Brace for longer flights to
Gulf, Europe and the US. as
Pakistan shuts its airspace

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s decision to close
its airspace for all Indian
airlines will force domestic
carriers to take a longer
route to destinations in the
Gulf region, Europe, the
U.K. and North America
that will likely lead to a
spike in airfares.

The National Security
Committee of Pakistan de-
cided to close Pakistan air-
space for all Indian-owned
or operated airlines, ac-
cording to a media state-
ment issued by the Pakis-
tan Prime Minister’s Office.

The restriction also in-
cludes aircraft leased by In-
dian airlines as well as mil-
itary flights, according to a

notice to airmen that fol-
lowed. The NOTAM is valid
until May 23.

“It is expected that
some Air India flights to or
from North America, UK,
Europe, and Middle East
will take an alternative ex-
tended route,” Air India
said in a post on X.

IndiGo said some inter-
national flights may be im-
pacted due to the closure
of Pakistani airspace. The
airline cancelled its flights
to Almaty and Tashkent on
Thursday.

Some flights already en
route and scheduled to op-
erate via Pakistani airspace
had to stop for refuelling
because of the longer flight
path.

The impact on re-rout-

ing could lead to an in-
crease in flight duration of
up to 20 minutes for some
destinations in West Asia,
and up to 90 minutes for
those in the U.S. resulting
in more fuel burn and
higher airfares.

On February 26, 2019,
too Pakistan had shut its
airspace for all airlines in
the aftermath of the Pulwa-
ma terror attack during
which 40 CRPF soldiers
were killed and the Indian
Air Force (IAF) carried out
air strikes in retaliation in
Balakot, Pakistan. While it
gradually removed restric-
tions for carriers of other
countries, the ban was
withdrawn for Indian air-
lines five months later on
July 16.
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INDIAN CARRIERS WORKING TO ADJUST FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Pakairspace closure may impact over
800 weekly flights of Indian airlines

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI. APRIL 25

WITH PAKISTAN CLOSING its air-
space to Indian airines from
Thursday evening, over 800 flights
a week are likely to be impacted
by longer flight times, increased
fuel burn, and a few other com-
plexities related tocrew and flight
scheduling all ofwhich would in-
crease operational costs.

The initial impact is already
visible with Indian airlines’ flights
from Morth India to'West Asia. the
Caucasus, Europe, the UK, and
Morth America's eastern region
switching from their routine
paths to longer routes, adding
amywhere between 15 minutes o
a few hours to the journey, de-
pending an the distance and the
location of the destination.

Meanwhile, the Indian carri-
ers are working to adjust their
schedules to factor inthe banfrom
Pakistani airspace. On Friday,
IndiGo announced the suspen-
sion of its daily flights from Delhi
toAlmaty and Tashkent inCentral
Asiafrom April 27 and April 28 un-
il “at least” May 7.

The airline said that with the
airspace restrictions imposed by
Pakistan and limited rerouting op-
tions, both the Central Asian aties
are now outside the operational
range of its existing fleet of nar-
row-body aincraft. IndiGo added
that the closure of Pakistani air-
space would affect 50 of its inter-
national routes, which may re-

KEY AIRLINES ANNOUNCE ROUTE CHANGES

INDIAN AIRLINES' flights
from North India toWest
Asia, the Caucasus, Europe,
the UK, and North
America's eastern region
switching from their
routine paths tolonger
routes
INDIGO SAID it will suspe-
nd daily flights from Delhi
o Almaty and Tashkent
from April 27 and April 28
until “at east™ May 7

quire schedule adjustments, All
major Indian airlines operate in-
ternational flights to destinations
to the west of the country, Many
ofthese flights were routinely fy-
ing over Pakistan. Air India oper-
ates flights to West Asia, Europe,
the UK. and North America, while
IndiGo operates flights to West
Asia, Turkey, the Caucasus, and
Central Asia. Air India Express,
Akasa Air, and Spicejet’s west-
bound international flights are to
destinations in West Asia,
According todata from Cirsum,
an aviation analytics company,
currently there are almost 400
weekly westward international
departures from Morth Indianair-
ports — Delhi, Amgitsar, Jaipur, and
Lucknow — that were routinely
flving over Pakistan. Given thatall
these flights have retum legs, the
total number of affected fights

goes upto around 800from these
airports. Of these, around 640
flights are fromor to India’s largest
airport—=Delhi's Indira Candhi
Intermational airport—which is
likely to be the most affected due
to the move by Pakistan
Additionally, a handful of ultra-
long-haul flights from other
Inelian cities like Mumbai are also
getting impacted as their flight
paths used to go through the
Pakistani airspace.

In fact, flight tracking data
shows that some of AirIndia’sul-
tra-long-haul flights to and from
Morth America had to take tech-
nical halts—planned stops for re-
fueling or crew change—at
European airports like
Copenhagen and Vienna on
Friday, breaking the journeyofthe
otherwise non-stop flights. These
included the airline’s Delhi-

Washington and Dethi-New York
flights, both of which took a
stopover in Vienna,and its Dethi-
Chicago, Delhi-Toronto, Delhi-
MNewark, Mumbai-New York, and
Vancouver-Delhi flights, which
ook a haltin Copenhagen. The air-
line had announced on Thursday
that some of its international
flights “will take an alternative ex-
tended route” in view of the air-
space closure by Pakistan.

The last time when Pakistan
closed its airspace for an extended
period—in 2019 following the
Balakot airstrikes by the Indian Air
Force—some of Air India’s flights
toMNorth America had to take tedh-
nical halts midway on a regular
hasis. Air India hasso farnot com-
mented onwhether such haltson
the ultra-long-haul flights will
now be a routine occurrence.

These are still early days and
airfines are busychalking out their
schedules toadjust to this new re-
ality. According o industry insid-
ers, while it is still too early to as-
sess the impact, the airlines’ costs
are bound to rise, which could
translate into higher airfares for
passengers, Additionally, airlines
from other countries will get cost
and time advantage over Indian
airlines as the Pakistani airspace
remains open for them.

All this is forcing Indian arrfines
to adjust their schedules, and
could even lead to them suspend-
ing flights to a few destinations
where it may be operationally or
financially unviable to operate
flights that circumvent the

Pakistani airspace, like IndiCo's
fights o Almaty and Tashkent.

According to sources in air-
lines, flight schedules are being
worked on, and the carrierscould
soon announce changes to their
schedules and even their net-
works to provide clarity and
schedule stability toflyers. Indian
carriers have so far not com-
mented onthe likely financial im-
pact of Pakistan's move and a
clearer picture of the impact—fi-
nancial as well as operational—is
likely toemerge over the next few
days.

‘When Pakistan closed its air-
space for over four months in
2019, Indian airlines are estimated
to have lost around Rs 700 crore
due to higher fuel expenses and
operational complications that
came with longer routes many of
their flights were forced to take.
Alr India was the worst affected
Indiancamierat the time, as it op-
erated more west-bound interma-
tional flights than other aidines,

Moreover, it was and congin-
ues to be the only Indian airline
that operates long-haul and ultra-
long-haul flights to Europe and
North America. Since then, other
Indian airlines—particularly
IndiGo—have also expanded their
international networks to incluede
various destinations that can be
served by theirexisting fleets thar
mainly comprises narmow-body
Jjets. IndiGo is the only Indian air-
line that currentiy flies to destina-
fions inCentral Asia, the Caucasus,
and Turkey.
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FLIGHTS FLY OVER
ARABIAN SEA AS PAK
CLOSES AIR SPACE

S LALITHA & New Delhi

PAKISTAN'S closure of its airspace to In-
dian flights has forced these flights to take
a longer route to reach their destinations
in North America, the UK, Europe and the
Middle East.

Passengers will be forced to spend a
longer time inside their flights and reach
their destinations late. Fare hikes are like-
1y but until Friday night no airline was @
ready to comment on this matier:

Meanwhile, Indigo has cancelled it phghte will now
routes fo Almaty in Kazakhstan and hayetotakethe
Tashkent in Uzbekistan until May 7. route aver the

A Civil Aviation Minisiry source told Arabian Sea.
this newspaper, “Flights will now have to  There isno other
take the route over the Arabian Sea. There m;‘ :‘s:
is no other option. It will definitely take mch ¥ l':r
much longer for passengers and cost over- mwmu&md
heads for airlines before the destinations  caet overheads
are reached.” for airlines

The longish route to be taken and the pefore the
fuel cost involved have not found much  destinations are
favourwith the airlines, the source said. reached
“Representatives of airlines have been

busy lobbying with the Civil Aviation s
xngtd % 3 i i nistry sounce
ministry seeking incentives to operate in-
ternational flights along the extended
route,” he said.
: - Fp . Alternative
The same was done by the airlines after nded

the Pulwama attacks in 2019 when Paki-
stan closed its airspace, he added. Air In- flight route
dia, Indigo, Air India Express, Spice jet Urging
and Akasa Air are among the airlines set  passengers to
to be impacted by the move. expect delays,

A statement from Indigo said, “Due to  Alr Indla stated
the closure of Pakistan's airspace, approx- on X: “Dus to
imately 50 international routes operated the announced
by IndiGo will require longer sectors and  restriction of
hence may be subject to some slight sched-  Paklstan
ule adjustments. With the same restric-  alrspace for all
tions and limited rerouting options, unfor-  Indian airlines,
tunately Almaty and Tashkent are outside [t Is expected
the operational range of IndiGo’s current  that some Alr
flect.” Hence flights to Almaty stand can-  India flights to
celled from 27th of April until at least Tth  or from North
of May and to Tashkent from 28th of April  America, UK
until 7th May 2025." Europe and

A Spicejet spokesperson said, "Our Middles East
flights to the UAE from North India will will take an
operate via alternate routes. As a result, altemnative
these flights will carry additional fuel to  extended
account for the longer flying time.” routa.
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Air India, IndiGo issue travel advisories
after closure of Pak airspace: Airlines like
Air India and IndiCo have issued travel advi-
sories for passengers about possible service
disruptions after Pakistan closed its airspace
to Indian airlines. Air India said due to the
newly-imposed restrictions on Pakistani air-
space for all Indian carriers, several of its
flights to and from North America, the UK,
Europe, and the Middle East may need to
take longer, alternative routes. IndiGo also
issued a travel advisory to its passengers
saying a few international flight schedules
may be impacted.
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Akasa Air
may move
Its ops to T2

Tinmes News NETwoRrk

Ahmedabad: Akasa Air is
expected to relocate its ope-
rations from Terminal 1 to
Terminal 2 of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel Internatio-
nal (SVPI) airport by the
end of the first quarter of
the current financial year,
sources privy tothedevelop-
ment informed TOL This
move is part of a broader
initiative to streamline ope-
rations and optimise pas-
senger flow, especially as
Terminal 2 undergoes ma-
jor expansion to become an
integrated terminal cate-
ring toboth domesticandin-
ternational flights.

Currently, domestic ope-
rations of carriers inclu-
ding Star Air, Alliance Air,
and Spicedet operate from
Terminal 2.

“While the domestic ter-
minal sees a high footfall
due to strong connectivity
across Indian destinations,
the international terminal
is mostly busy during night
hours, Its underuse during
the day has prompted this
realignment,” said a source
familiar with the develop-
ment, With the expansion
and upgradation work at T2
nearing completion, the air-
port authorities are looking
to enhance passenger expe-
rience through improved fa-
cilities, better connectivity,
and seamless operations.

The transition is expec-
ted to align with the next
phase of development, allo-
wing for more efficient use
of terminal space and servi-
ces.
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Pak closes airspace
for Indian carriers

Longer Routes, ON-OFF, ON-OFF
Cancellations
And Delays
Loom Large

Saurabh.Sinha

Since Oct 7, 2023 | Iran-Israel
canflict has often impacted
Iran, Iraq & Jordan airspace
Since Feb 2022 | Russia no
fly zone for western airlines
Since Aug 2021 |
Afghanistan

Feb 27-July 16, 2019 |
Pakistan airspace closed
after Balakot airstrike

@timesofindia.com airspace
closed for
New Delhi: Alreraft operat- | Civilian :
ed by Indian carriers, char- flights Id

ter operators and private jets
registered here will have to
take longer routes between
North India and the west
(Gulf, Middle East, CIS, Eu-
rope and North America)
with Pakistan having closed
its airspace for them starting
Thursday 6pm (IST).

Pilots say flying times of
Ajrindia’sdirectflightsfrom
Delhi to North America
could increase by up to two
hours if thev remain non-
stop and are not required to
take a midway fuelling halt,

NIA searches two hotels in Ferozepur

fter Pahalgam terror attack, NIA searched two Ferozepur

hotels and the residences of hotel owners Thursday,
reportedly inconnection with calls made to Pakistan. The sea-
rches were conducted at Taj Hotel, a small local establishment,
and at City Resorts, as well as residences of Taj Hotel owner
Mandeep Singh and City Resorts owner Sardul Singh. NIA teams
reportedly seized mobile phones and other electronic gadgets.
After the searches, Mandeep said he was questioned about calls
made to Pakistan from his mobile, which he claimed were never
made. He said his mobile has been confiscated and his laptop
checked. NIA team also inspected the hotel rooms. Sardul also
confirmed that his resort and residence were searched. He, too,
claimed he had never made any calls to Pakistan,

say in Europe. If that hap-
pens, the journey could take
up tofour howrs longer:
Delhi-Europe ights
could take up to an hour more
and those to Gulf 30-45 min-
utes, say pilots. Some flights
will be cancelled and a few
rescheduled to beat night
curfews at wesiern airports.
IndiGo routes flights be-
tween Delhi and Tashkent/
Almaty will take B0-80 min-
utes longer, IndiGo cancelled
its Almaty and Tashkent
Aights Thursday Its Sharjah-
Amritsar had to change
course on Thursday to avoid
Pakistan airspace. Interna.
tional flights between rest of
the country and the west
won't be impacted as thev

don’t overfly Pakistan,
While Pakistan has not
barred foreign carriers,
countries do their own risk
assessment for overflving
any region and if they deem
the geopolitical situation on
India-Pakistan border risky,
some of them may suspend
flights, When Pakistan
closed its airspace in 2019,
some North American air-
lines had suspended Delhi
flights. So there are going to
be fewer and more expensive
flights options between the
west anid North India now.
Advising passengers to
check if their flight is affect-
ad, Air India posted on X,
some “flightstoor from North

America, UK, Europe, and
Middle East will take an alter-
native extended route.” Indi-
Go said, “Schedules of a few
of our international flights
are impacted... keeping (im-
pacted customers) informed,
offering alternate solutions.”
Spicedet said its Mights to
UAE from “north India will
operate via alternate routes
(&) carry additional fuel for
longer fiying time.”

Closure of Pak airspace
means flights between north
Indiaand the west will goclose
to Mumbai and Ahmedabad,
then turn right over the Ara-
bian Sea to head to Muscatand
then fly to their destination.
Dittoon the way back,
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IndiGo grounds
Tashkent and
Almaty flights

New Delhi: IndiGo will sus-
pend its Delhi-Tashkent and
Delhi-Almaty flights at least
till May 7 due to closure of Pa-
kistan airspace for India car-
riers which requires them
to take longer routes between
north India and the west,
reports Saurabh Sinha.
AirIndiaflights to the west
may need totakeafuelling halt
omn a case to case basis depernd-
ing on wind conditions and
aireraft load, officials said.
“Due to closure of Pak air-
space, 50 international routes
operated by IndiGo will re-
quire longer sectors and hence
may be subject to some slight
scheduleadjustments, Almaty
and Tashkent are outside op-
erational range of the current
fleet,” IndiGo said in a state-
ment, Alr India officials say
impact on their fMights is ‘mi-
nimal’ so far as they went th-
rough the same drill in 2019,
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