AIRPORTS AUT HORITY C‘lf; INDILA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES

DELHI

26 MARCH 20426

AFTER UNFAVOURABLE VERDICT FROM NETHERLANDS SUPREME COURT

As Devas-Antrix Case Plays Out
in Courts, Indla Mounts Defence

Decision taken
after CCS disallowed

2005 Antrix-

Devas pact

was terminated allocation of S-band
in 2011 after spectrum for

Antrix invoked
force majeure

commercial use, citing
India’s national interest

Devas initiated
A arbitration at ICC, which
> . in2015 awarded it

$562.5m

in damages plus

. interest
- :.

Delhi High Court
and later Supreme
Court set aside the

2022 and g;

L
E— 0023 ICC

award
I

Quebec court allows Devasto seekeﬁorcement of $37 5 m AAIl fund parked with IATA

Anubhuti Vishnoi

New Delhi: India is caught up in
hectic legal and diplomatic efforts
spanning Canada, the UK and
France as fallout of the unfavou-
rable Devas-Antrix ruling by the
Netherlands Supreme Court in the
2005-era satellite (S-band) dispute
continues tounfold, ET has learnt.
It is gathered that high-level deli-
berations have been held across
ministriestostrengthen India’s le-
gal and diplomatic strategy to co-
unter Devas Multimedia America
Inc in multiple courts and to safe-
guard Indian governmentand PSU
assetsfrom potential seizure.
Reason being the March 6 ruling of
the Netherlands Supreme Court af-
ter which on March11, the Quebec Su-
perior Court in Canada allowed De-
vas to seek enforcement of $37.5 mil-
lion fund belonging to the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), parked
with the International Air Transport
Association. The court held that AAI

isthe*“alterego” of the defendant (In-
dia), hence its funds can be targeted
by Devas for “seizure before judge-
ment”, as per the official English
translation of court, accessed by ET.

The reinstatement of seizure of
AAIfundshaspromptedIndiatofi-
le an emergency application, see-

dia-Mauritius Investment treaty”
“after India cancelled a 2011 satellite-
spectrum contract with Devas”, the
UK court website recorded.

This is critical, especially after the
High Courtof Justiceruled inIndia’s
favour in 2025, upholding its claim of
“sovereign immunity”. But Devas

MATTER IN COURTS OF UK, FRANCE AND US

High-level deliberations held across mini-
stries to strengthen India’s legal & diplomatic
strategy to counter Devas Multimedia Ame-

ricalncin multiple courts and safeguard Indian assets

King a stay on the execution of the
order, it is gathered. The matter is
expected to be heard in early April.

The Indian government is also focu-
sed on proceedings in the UK Court
of Appeal (Civil Division), where he-
arings are underway. The case will
determine whether India can be sub-
jected to “enforcement in England of
arbitral awards issued under the In-

has challenged this, arguing that In-
dia waived this immunity by agree-
ing to arbitration under the India-
Mauritius treaty. The outcome of the
UK appeal is expected to have signifi-
cant implications for all other litiga-
tion involving Indian assets globally.
A third parallel proceeding is also
underway in France, where the Paris
Court of Appealisexpectedtoruleby

mid-May on the enforcement of the
International Chamber of Commer-
ce (ICC) award. India has stepped up
effortstolifta 20211ien imposed at the
instance of Devas on Indian govern-
ment-owned property — an apart-
ment in Paris’ 16th Arrondissement
used for diplomatic purposes.
Courts inthe UK and France have
so far been favourable to India,
especially on sovereign immunity.
In contrast, developments in the US
could pose fresh challenges. The Su-
preme Court of the US ruled in June
2025 in favour of Devasshareholders,
removing the protective shield pre-
viously enjoyed by Antrix, the com-
mercial arm of Indian Space Rese-
arch Organisation. This could enable
Devas to 1dentify and target Indian
commercial assets for enforcement.
Armed with the March 6 ruling
from The Hague, which upheld en-
forcement of a $111 million ICC
award, Devasislearnttohave inten-
sified its legal efforts across multi-
ple jurisdictions. In response, India
isrecalibrating its defence strategy.
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UDAN: Cabinet
clears ¥28,840-cr
modified scheme

YARUGHULLAH KHAN
New Dathi, March 25

THE CABINET OHN Werdnesday
appmoved a modified regional
arr comnectivity scheme (RS,
alloeating €28, 840 croee forits
|rr||'|irrr|r_'n|:;|linn mverthe next
10 years. The revised scheme
abmms o tackle problems faced
by the Ude Desh ka Aam Naa-
itrlk {LIDAN) schisme by focus-
Ing on key areas of improve
ment and making provieons
for betier at rport infrastriic
ture, enhaneed operational
clarity.and measures to e
fare predictability

The mvised famework,
scheduled to mun from 2026
27 b 2035-3 6, introduces new
financial mechanisms and
Infra targets I|.|!i|J|.-1'-w:|.|prr.1-
tional shortcomings of the
I:Iﬂp]hﬂ FIII.'E: r-‘II.II'l.'II.'_.

“Thepadeage is designedto
strengthen inf metroetues and
support long-ferm emmomic
prowth by expanding the avia-
tion access to under-served
reglons,” Hallway Minlster
Ashwini Valshnaw saied

The sdwme includes devel
apment af 100 newairportsin
the challenge mode with an
average cost of T100 oo per
A rrp ort, with atotal I'Ili1!ﬂ':|l' of
12,159 crore over the next
rlglﬂ years It also aims to
develop 200 helipads at T15
crore each, amounting to a
total requirement of €3 661
emire over the same period,

The Cabinet approved
three-year operations  and
mainienance support for RCS
airporty, capped at €3 erore
annually perairportand T80
lakh for helipads, tomBing
1577 crone

The Centrewill provide via-
bility ga p funding [VGF) sup-
paxrt of 80-90% o aldines,
tapered over five years, with a
budgetary  allocation  of
RI006 2 rom

The subsidy period may
need to be extended beyond
the curment three years, mquir-

A SHWEN] VAISHNAW,

Ing an mcrease in the overall
fund size, semior government
afilclak aidon the sklelimos of
the schemies announcement
The government has alo
proposed the aoquisition of
domestically mamfactured
.1|r|:r.l|f|:.:|r|d1|.|.|Lr|.H HAL Db
helicopters for Pawan Hans
and HAL Dormder alrcralt fon
Alliance Air, to addre ss short
ages in smaller atreraft subted
for r[‘ginnnt q'rrﬂl'innt
CV Despalk, mecutive dimc-
torof the mg;inna! conmier traty
scheme at the Alrports Aasthaos-
ityof India (AALL sakd at Wings
Imfia 2026 that the revised
scheme addresses stroctural
bottienecks that dowed services
rorlbomat, par toularky Lo remots
and mountainous regEons
"UDAN 2 will take care of
manyof the Esues that opem
tors have raised. The agree
ment perisd is likely to be
longer, and VGF mechankms
are hI:'II'IE refined”
Theorlginal RCS faced sev
eral I:.su:.-:.:l:u.l.tl.ulll:l.“ the lack
of viable infrastructure in
regional airparts, Quetuations
in fams,and Emited participa
thon from abrnes due o finan-
cial viability concerna,
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Srinagar Airport Upgrade from

Apr 6 may ‘Aftect Tourist Influx’

Indian Air Force will
carry out the work that
may continue through .

Srinngar: Flights at Srinngar air ;

part can operate only betwoen B am
and 5 pm from Aprilé this vearas the
Indian Alr Foree will earry oot run-
vy upgradation work that may con-
tinue through the summer months
till autumn. The upgradation work
will cause disruptions thot may im
pact tourist arcivids inthe Valley
Officials maintained they will op-
erate over 30 flights from the air
port within the stipulated daily
time frame. However, the tourism
industry stakeholders are anxious
about the disruptions eating into
their business. “Adr Foroe s doing
the ronway upgradation, whichisa
process that happens after every 10
to 15 years. From April 8, flights will
operate between & am and § pm. The

2025 WAS A DRY SEASON
Pahalgam attack in April
2025 washed out the
whole tourism year

numberaf flights can increase to 4
as por the increase in passenger
flow in summers." Srinagar Air
portdirector Javed Anjam told ET.

He said there is no decision or in
formation about complete closure

of the abrport In October-November
for two weeks in connection with
the same upgradation process. “We
will have a good riding surface
after the strengthening of the
runway,' Anjam sald. On
Muarch 24, ns por the of T
- ¢ial  information, MW
“ Mlights arrived at Srina-
= - garairport, taking the toial

numberof flights to 6.

This work is likely to im-
pact the tourist influx as well
as the weekend ecorporate
meetings, a key contributor tothe
tourism industry here.

During the peak tourist season in
May 2024, over 50 flights arrived ina
day at the Srinagarairport, tnking the
total number of (lights operated (rom
here inasingle day toover 100, Howey-
er, the Pahalgam attack in April 2025
washed out the whole tourism vear

“Reducing the frequency of flights
and absence of early morning and
Inte evening Mights will definitely
cause distress among travellers
Withlow requency, airfares also in-
crease significanily which discour-
ages tourists,” said Sajad Kralvari
secreiary general of Travel Agents
Association of Kashmir
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{ ON MARCH 28 } CLASSES MOVED ONLINE

Gzb seeks 800
buses for Noida
airport opening

Peeyush Khandelwal
peeyush khandelwal @htlive com

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
administration has issued a noti-
fication requisitioning 800 buses
to ferry people to the inaugura-
tion ceremony of Noida Interna-
tional Airport in Jewar on March
28 and ordering classes in all
schools in the district be moved
online for the day.

“In view of the inauguration
ceremony of Noida International
Airport, Jewar, by Honourable
Prime Minister of India on March
28, 2026, arrangements for 800
buses need to be made from
Ghaziabad for the transportation
of beneficiaries of government's
development schemes,” the order
stated. “Therefore, for the smooth
conduct of the aforementioned
programme... and for traffic man-
agement, online classes will be
conducted in schools in the Ghaz-
iabad area on March 28, 2026."

Ghaziabad district magistrate
Ravinder Kumar Mandar con-
firmed that he issued the order
Tuesday evening.

“We have the power to take
over the buses. The chief develop-
ment officer (CDO) will be able to
give information about the num-
ber of beneficiaries and also
about the schemes they got bene-
fited,” Mandar said.

To be sure, the order has been
issued for a Saturday when most
schools are already closed.

The letter, which HT has
accessed, is also marked to senior
traffic police officials, transport
department officials, education
department officials, and all
school principals in the district.

Ghaziabad regional transport
officer PK Singh said the trans-
port department is arranging 800
buses from schools, with the final
number possibly revised.

“The round-trip cost per bus to
Jewar is estimated at around
#12,000. UP State Road Transport
Corporation buses were not taken
because they have a fixed rate of
about 322,000 for a range of 200
kilometers,” he said.

Ghaziabad CDO Abhinav
Gopal, city magistrate Santosh
Kumar and basic education offi-
cer OP Yadav did not respond to
calls seeking comment.

Jyoti Gupta, director of Shri
Ram Universal School, said that
schools operating on that day will
face issues.

“We have received the commu-
nication to provide buses... [The
administration] should use gov-
ernment or private buses instead
of the school buses... Schools
have to arrange for fuel, drivers,
and conductors. It adds to our
responsibility,” Gupta said.
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MODIFIED UDAN SCHEME

REGIONAL AIR CONNECTIVITY
GETS A28,840 CRORE BIG PUSH

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

THE Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved meas-
ures to expand regional air
connectivity and modernise
the country's immigration
system with a combined out-
lay of 30,640 crore.

The Cabinet cleared the
modified UDAN scheme with
a total outlay of T28 840 crore
for a 10-year period from
April 1toexpand regional air
connectivity

Under the new scheme,
around 100 new airports
wotld be built in challenge
mode with a budgetary sup-
port of 212,159 crore. Besides,
the Centre will provide B0-
0% viability gap funding to
airlines for operating UDAN
routes at an estimated cost of
210,043 crore over the ten-
vear period.

Other measures include
the construction of 200 mod-
ern helipads at a cost of
3,661 crore.

New climate
targets approved
The Cabinet approved India's
Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) for the
period 2031 to 2035

Indizhas Wil aim to
committed  achieve 60%
toredecing  cumulative

the emissions installed
Intensity of  electricity
jts6OP by  capacity from
4% by 2035 non-fossil
fromthe 2005 = sources by
level 2035

Will create a carbon sink of

3.5 1o & billion tonnes
through forest cover

Helicopter services are ex-
pected to enhance connectiv-
ity in the Himalayan region,
Morth-East, island territories
and aspirational districts, the
government said.

The Union Information &
Broadcasting Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said, “These

decisions will strengthen in-
frastructure, improve ease of
travel and support long-term
economic growth.”

In another deicision, the
Cabinet approved a five-vear
extension of the Immigra-
tion, Visa, Foreigners Regis-
tration and Tracking
(IVFRT) Scheme, committing
71,800 crore to modernise and
secure the country's immi-
gration system through
March 2031.

The IVFRT 3.0 aims to
transform India's immigra-
tion and visa ecosyvstem
throtugh next-generation
technologies such as AI/ML
tools, iris scanning, biomet-
ric authentication and
Al-enabled cameras, the min-
ister said.

The current UDAN scheme
ends this year. Since the
launch of UDAN in 2016, the
government said 663 routes
have been operationalised
across 95 airports, heliports
and water aerodromes.
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Noida airport
inauguration:
Admin on high
alert regarding
security, traffic

PRESS TRUS OF INDIA
B Noida

The Uttar Pradesh
Government on Wednesday
said preparations for the
inauguration of Noida
International Airport by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on March 28 have
reached final stages.

The district administra-
tion is working on war
footing to ensure a smooth

inauguration ceremony, the
Government said in a state-
ment issued in the state
capital Lucknow. All depart-
ments are rapidly complet-
ing their assigned responsi-
bilities, it added.
According to the state-
ment, this ambitious project
has been translated into
reality owing to active and
continuous efforts of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
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Centre launches revamped UDAN with 328,840 croutlay

STATESMAMNNEWS SERVICE
New Delhid, 25 March

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
lunchof the Modified UDAN
(Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik)
Scheme for a period of 10
years, from FY 2026-27 to
FY 2035-36. The scheme will
beimplemented with atotal
outlay of Rs 28,840 crore,
backed by budgetary support
from the Govemment of India.

The revamped regional
connectivity schemeaims to

5 l;:.,nll'udnthr expand India’s
aviation network, especially
in underserved and unserved
regions, while making air
travel more affordable for the
common citizen,
Underthemodified scheme,
the government expects the
scheme to enhance regional
airconnectivity, particularly
in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities,
while boosting economic
growth, trade, and tourism.
Itis alsoexpectedto improve
emergency response and
healthcare access in remote

., 26 March 2026

and hilly areas.

Additlundlh theinitiative
seeks to ensure better viability
for regional airports and
airlines, while promoting
indigenous  aerospace
manufacturing under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.
The scheme aligns with Indias
long-term Viksit Bharat 2047
vision.

The scheme proposes the
developmentof 100 airports
from currently unserved
airstrips, with a capital
expenditure of Rs 12,159 crore
over the next eight vears.
This is aimed at strengthening
infrastructure andexpanding
the country’s aviation Botprint.

To address high operational
costs and limited revenue at
smaller airports, the govemment
will provide O&M support
for three years.

The support is capped at
Rs 306 crore annually per

airport and Rs 090 crore per
heliport or water aerodrome,
withatotal estimated allocation
of Rs 2,577 crore covering
around 441 facilities.

To improve last-mile
connectivity indifficult terrains
such as hilly, remote, and
island regions, the scheme
includes the construction of
200 modern helipads at a
total cost of Rs 3661 crore
over eight years.

These will primarily target
aspirational and priority
districts, Airline operators
will continue © receive financal
support through VGF to
operate regional routes.

The government has
allocated Rs10,04 3crore over
10 years toensure sustained
operations and moute viability.

To address the shortage
of small aircraft in remote
areas, the scheme proposes
procurement of two HAL

Dhruv helicopters for Pawan
Hans and two HAL Dornier
aircraft for Alliance Air,
hoosting domestic
manufacturing capabilities.

The UDAN scheme was
launched in October 2016
with theobjective of making
air travel affordable and
improving connectivity to
smaller cities, Over the past
nine years, the scheme has
operationalised 663 routes
across 95 airports, heliports,
and water aerodromes (as of
28 February 2026), as per
the government dat:.

During this period, more
than 341 lakh Oights have
been operated, carrying over
16247 lakh passengers.

The initiative has played
a crucial role in connecting
remote and underserved
regions, while supporting the
growth of regional airlines
and diversified fleet operations.

&
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Two held at Imphal Airport,

13 militants nabbed

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Imphal, 24 March

In a significant development,
security agencies apprehended
ajuvenile and one Alam Azad
of Lilong Atoukhong Maning
Leikai Thoubal district at
Imphal Airport vesterday with
fake Aadhaar cards. Multiple
identification documents,
including Aadhaar and Voter
IDcards bearingdifferent names
butsimilar photographs, were
recovered from their possession.

In a series of follow-up
operations across the state,
Manipur Police and security
forcesarrested 13 activecadres
of different proscribed outfits,
police today said.

Manipur Police arrested an
active cadre in Bishnupur
district. Security forces
apprehended twoactive cadres
in Imphal East district.

Inamajorcrackdownalong
the Indo-Myanmar border,
security forces arrested ten
activecadresof anoutfithetween
border pillars 77 and 82 under
Moreh Police Station in
Tengnoupal district. Among
those arrested were fiveidentified
individuals, while five juveniles
are being dealt with as per
provisions of the Juvenile
Justice Act. Meanwhile, secuirity
forces alsointercepted awhite
car at Mao check post and
arrested the driver, Firoz of
Yairipok Tulihal Mayai Leikai
in Imphal East district, with
174 grams of brown sugar.

Otheritemns seized from him
included a wallet containing
Rs5,000and documents such
as Aadhaar card, ATM card,
and driving licence.

Further investigation is
underway in all cases.
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NOIDA AIRPORT READY TO TAKE OFF

=l | I

With the March 28 mega inauguration nearing, workers were seen putting
finishing touches at the new Noida International Airport in Jewar

on Wednesday. A TOI team that visited the airport found the road

connecting the airport to the Yamuna eway still had a few rough patches near
Kishorpur village. Officials said repair work on surrounding roads was under
way. In the terminal building, check-in counters, baggage handling systems,
boarding gates, flight information display system and the customs area were
being put through final checks ahead of the inauguration by PM Modi.

Three tents will accommaodate over 1 lakh people on the launch day
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100 UDAN airports
to be developed
in 729k cr push

New Delhi: In a major bo-
ost to bringing unserved
and under-served areas of
India on the air map, the
Centre on Wednesday app-
roved a modified regional
connectivity scheme (RCS)
for a 10-year period with a
budget outlay of Rs 28,840
crore. As many as 100 air-
ports will be developed at
existing unserved airstrips
to enhance regional con-
nectivity at a cost of Rs
12,159 crore. TNM

»200 helipads, P 20

Hilly, remote regions to get
200 helipads under UDAN

pContinued fromP 1

and aspirational re-

gions will get 200 heli-
pads with Rs 15 crore set
aside for each of them. Un-
der the modified ‘Ude desh
ka aam naagrik’ (UDAN)
scheme, aviability gap fund-
ing (VGF) of Rs 10,043 crore
for airline operators operat-
ing the RCS routes has been
allocated for 10 years.

These major changes
were cleared at a meeting of
the Union cabinet chaired
by PM Modi here Wednes-
day, which aims to ensure
“greater viability and sus-
tainability for regional aero-
dromes and airline oper-
ators”. The biggest issue fac-
ing UDAN since its incep-
tion a decade ago has been

r l The hilly, remote, island

unreliable services provid-
ed on RCS routes by small
RCS operators.

“Given the high recur-
ring operation and manage-
ment costs and limited reve-
nue streams for RCS-only
aerodromes, the scheme
proposes to provide Oand M
support for three years
capped at Rs 3 crore per an-
num per airport and Rs 90
lakh per annum per heli-
port/water aerodrome, esti-
mated at Rs 2,577 crore for
around 441 aerodromes,” a
govtstatement said.

Civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said:
“With today's cabinet ap-
proval, another 100 airports,
200 heliports will be added to
India’s Aviation growth sto-
1y with an estimated 4 crore
passengers to be benefitted.”
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‘Eagle close on landing roll”:
ATC asks 2 planes to go around

Times News NeTwonrk

New Delhi: Alert air traffic controllersat Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport on Wednesday asked two incoming aircraft to ini-
tiate a go-around after pilots of a third aireraft which had landed
on the runway the two were supposed to touch down on, had re-
ported “aneagle very closeonlanding roll.” “Toavoid bird hit, the
air traffic control asked them to go around. They landed subsequ-
ently in the second attempt,” said a senior ATC official. Whene-
ver a pilot reports bird activity on the airfield, the airport usually
takes steps todrive away the birds, including bursting crackers.

Whilethe Delhiairport hasalways seenaworrvingamount of
bird activity, the same increases during and after rains, as the wa-
terlogged ground means insects on the surface that attract even
more birds. DGCA had last June summoned airport operators to
discuss the continuing menace of wildlife hazards.
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Cabinet clearsX28K cr
forregional air network

TriBUNENPWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 25
The Union Cabiret, chaired by
PM Narendra Modi on Wednes
day approved a revamped ver-
sion of the regional air connee-
tvity programme, the Wiodfied
UDAN schermewith a total out-
lay of Rs 28840 orore for a 10
yearperiod from 32627102035
36. The decizion marks & major
sepleup af the govermnment's
regional connectivity schems,
amned at expandmg aflordable
airtravel and strengthening avi-
ation inks to underserved and
unserved regions, paticibrdy
Tier-2 and Tier-3 oities

Under the revised framewori,
the Centre phins to develop 100
new airports by upgiracdmg esast-
ing airstripe, with a capital
expenditure of Rs 12,150 oo
over the nedt eight vears. The
government will also extend
operations and  maintenanoe
funding for up to three yems,
capped at Rs 308 cromre anmual
ly por mirport and Re 080 crore
for hehports and water aem-
dromes. Thiscomponent s pro
jected o enat Rs 2577 oore and

26 March 2026

& Thu,
m E_l‘lblll‘lt https: //epaper.tribuneind

IMMIGRATION, VISA SCHEME
EXTENDED FOR5 YEARS

The Cahiret on Wednesday
approved the continuation of
the Immigration, Visa, Fonegn-
ers’ Registration & Tracking
{IVFRT) schame for five vears
till March 2031 wih a budget
outley of Rs 1 BO0 erone. The
oore alyective of the scheme
i5 to modernise and upgrade
immigration and visa sanices
within a secureand integrat-
e senvice delivery frame
work, official seurces said.

cover aound 441 faciities. To
address laet-mile connectivity
gaps, especially in hilly and
rermote regions the Cabanet hes
also approved the development
of 20 modem helipads at an
estirmeted cost of Re 3 661 crore.

The scheme also retains Via-
bility Gap Funding support for
airline operators, with an allo-
cation of Bs 10,043 crome aver
the next decade. The funding
ig intended o sustain routes
that are commercially unvi-
able in the initisl years, while
enabling market development

in regional aviation.
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Govt puts UDAN 2.0
on runway with a
328,840 crore outlay

Goveputs UDAN 2.0
on runway witha
228,840 crore outlay

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dethi, 25 March

To boost alr connectivity to remote
and underserved parts of India, the
Union Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the next phase of the
regional air connectivity scheme,
UDAMN {Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik),
with atoral outlay of ¥28 8B40 crore
over a 10-year period starting 2026-27.

The allocation for the second
phase is markedly higher than
spending over the past decade. In the
past 10vears, the government has
spent at least 4,593 crore on viability
gapfunding (VGF)— a subsidy given
toalrlines to operate routes that are
not commercially viable — and at
least ¥4,638 crore on airport
development under UTDMAN, according
to previous replies tabled in
Parliament.

The Cabinet cleared the Regional
Connectivity Scheme — Modified
UDAN on Wednesday, aimingto
expand air connectivity to
underserved and unserved reglons,
improve emergency response and
healthcare access in remote and hilly
areas, make small airports more
sustainable, and support the viability

Ready for takeoff

® Develop 100 airports with a
capex outlay of $12159 cr

® Provide $2 577 crin D&M
support to 441 aerodromes

u Build 200 helipads with an
allocation of 3661 cr

® Allocate F10,043 or in VIGF
support to improve route
viability for airines

® Procure HAL-buitt Dhruw

helicopters and Domier aircraft
under the Aatmanirbhar push

ofregional airlines.

Akey component of the modified
scheme Is the development of 100
alrports from existing unserved
alrstrips, with a capital expenditure
outlay of T12,150 crore over the next
elght vears. Tum to Page 7

"M
ot
' .

The grvernment sxid this
waild help “trandorm India
into a globally competitive
avinthnn scoslem”™

Recopmising that regianal
wirports [nce high feoirming
opertion and maknlefanoe
(D&M costs amd lEmited rev-
ene streams, Lhe scheme will
provide O M aipport for pio
three years. The support is
capped al T1.06 crove peraii-
port anniially and Too lakh for
heliparts and waler aeng-
drames, with atatal allecation
of T2577 cmee coverng
ol 448 derod o,

To improve last-mike con-
neecitivily, especially in diffi-
cull Lerrain, The govermment
will develop 200 moderm heli-
pails al & cast

al 11,663 Grode

over the mext THE MODIFEED SCHEME
eight  years HAS PLANS TO PROCURE

Thesr  heli- TWO DHRLAW

airports through capped fares
and WiEF suppart 1o sidines,
Rowles under the scheme are
allocated through o competi-
thve hidding process.

Sinfe poverrnenis sigpport
[he scheme by rediocing vakue-
adidied] tax om aviatson tarbine
fuel and providing band and
sty for biilding se=ro-
dromaes, while airpart opes-
ators walve virious chanes on
UDAN fHgkne

However, the scheme has
fnced major challenges In a
wrillen reply o the Rajy
Sabhi (RS on March 16, Mim-
mteral State for Civil Avistion
Murdidhar Mohol said that
since the scheme"s Lannch, 525
roniles e been awanded, of
which 663 had
beesi oper-
wtionalised a5
ol Febniary 28
thia yexr. He

pacds will be HELWOPTERS FOR said i
bl to PAWAMN HAMS AND TWO railed  lave
address  con- DORMIER AIRCRAFT FOR beeni dscon-
n.r.'t'.l.i'\'il'g- chal- Al LANCE AR tired daie 19
leagesiohilly, ———— disruptions
remole, caused by the
island, and aspirational Covid-i9 peidemic, airemnlt
regions. shartages. supply chain and
Under UDMN, aidine  mainteninnoeissoes, airpatar

aperalorns recelve [inamcial
antppiart in the form of VGF for
operiting swanded moules
"Recogniding the oeed for
longer market developmeni.
¥YGF support Lo aitline oper-
alors 8 proposed at T10,043
crove over 10 Vears,” e gov-
etment sl

The modifed schems alko
imcludes plans o jrnacire o
[hmitv helicopters for Pawan
Hams and two Daormder aircrallt
Tor Alliance Abr bo sddress The
shortage of dmall aircmil
remote and dificult tesrains
and to “mfvance the Aal-
munirhhar Hharat wision™.
ot h the Dy heleopterand
the Darmder afrcrall are manii-
[actiured by state-riin Hindis-
lan Arronainics.

The goverament said the
modilied scheme is ekpected
1o “boodt sconomic growth,
ke, adidl Dok b Ter-I1
and Tier-111 cities™ and “sup-
part alfordable air travel for
cammon ciliens”

Lamched inOctober 1016,
LI aime to make ok bravel
affordable W oonnecting
unserved and  undeserved

runvway constroinds, and kow
possenger demand.

Aalsol added thatatotal of
T4 501 crore has been dis-
bursed 25 VGF since the
schieme sinception. The fuod-
g ia nelense] afler Bights are
opemted, hasel on adunl pes-
Tormance, and there are 5o
provisions for recovery ar
clawhack.

In a sepomie RS reply on
December B, 2005, Mobol said
Lg UDAN sirporis were non-
operalinhal die to Bétom
siich a8 the end of the thres-
year VGF period, poor visibil-
iy, aErcrall shortages, leasing
sries, Temparnry distontin-
alkan by airfines, ioule reno-
watiom, low passenger boad
factors, and daytime ramway
residctions a1 “visaal [EHght
rule=s {WFR -nnly airparts”™

Abrparts  equippesd  Tar
matrment  Might ridles, in
conirast, cin operzle in low
wisibility and an might issimg
novigation aids, while VER-
only airparts ane restricted o
daytime aperations in good
weather, Hnuting freqiency
and refiahility
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et afers o= 97 2.5 RE A
siftres e o Jar 25 &t
T Ffde @ o & | 3T o
aarn & a8 59 Iuote @ atae
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TEREd e 0Td # | gl o
3T 2022 # Ugel 35 #it &t
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CHINAEASTERN
AIRLINESTO BUY
101 AIRCRAFT
CHINA

- EASTERN
AIRLMES
=%| signeda

| pactwith

Airbus on
Wednesday to buy 101
ALZOnes aircraftin adeal
worthabout $15.8 billion
at list prices, as pera
company filing to the
Shanghai S1ock
Exchange. it will be
debvered in batches
from 2028 to 2032
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Govt approves 28,840 crore
for revamped UDAN scheme

Neha LM Tripathi
letter @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Union cabinet,
led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday approved a
revamped regional air connectiv-
ity scheme, UDAN, with an outlay
of 328,840 crore for 10 years for
development of airports and air-
strips, and boost connectivity.

Adrlines will be provided Viabil-
ity Gap Funding (VGF) of 310,043
crore over the period to operate
UDAN routes. The scheme, to run
from FY27 to FY36, will focus on
underserved and unserved
regions, the government said.

Since its launch in 2017, UDAN
has seen more than 341,000
flights, carrying 16.24 million pas-
sengers. The modified scheme
includes development of aero-
dromes, their operations and
maintenance (0&M), creation of
meodern helipads, and continued
VGF support. The government
plans to develop 100 airports from
existing unserved airstrips, with
an outlay of #2159 crore over the
nexteight years.

Toaddress high operating costs
and limited revenues at regional
airports, the scheme proposes
O&M support for three years —
capped at ¥3.06 crore annually per
airport and ¥0.90 crore per heli-
port or water aerodrome — atan
estimated ¥2,577 crore for around
44 facilities.

To improve last-mile connectiv-
ity in remote and hilly regions, 200
modern helipads will be devel-
oped at a cost of F5 crore each,
amounting to 3,661 crore.

UDAN was launched in 2017. ur

The government also plans to
procure two HAL Dhruv helicop-
ters for Pawan Hans and two HAL
Dornier aircraft for Alliance Air to
Mmshnmgescfsmaﬂ aircraft
in difficult terrains and support
domestic manufacturing,

The UDAN scheme, launched
in 2016, has undergone multiple
phases. In over nine years, 663
routes have been operationalised
across 95 airports, heliports and
water aerodromes. Of 925 routes
awarded so far, 327 have been dis-
continued due to factors such as
the Covid-19 pandemic, aircraft
shortages, maintenance issues and
low passenger demand.

To improve sustainability and
expand connectivity, the modified
scheme aims to connect 120 new
destinations and cater to 40 mil-
lion passengers over the next dec-
ade. Since inception, ¥4,593.28
crore has been disbursed as VGF
toairlines.

Information and broadcasting
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
15 of the 95 operationalised aerc-
dromes are currently shut He
added that the revised scheme will
prioritise connectivity in hilly and
remote areas, including those not
covered earlier.
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GOvt. revamps
UDAN scheme
with changes
in subsidy

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

In a significant policy shift,
the Centre has extended
the subsidy period for air-
lines on select Tier-2 and
Tier-3 routes from three to
five years, after a large
share of those routes fell
into disuse, The shift
comes under the modified
UDAN scheme, approved
by the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday with a total
outlay of ¥28,840 crore.

The subsidy will also
shift from a levy embedded
in airfares to direct funding
from the exchequer.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

UDAN scheme revamped
with changes in subsidy

Out of the total T28,840 crore outlay for the mod-
ified UDAN scheme, 10,043 crore is set aside for a
subsidy to support airlines flying on regional
routes over the next 10 years. A government offi-
cial explained that airlines would receive subsidy
support for specific routes for five years at a
stretch. Under the earlier scheme design, these
subsidies were not funded by the exchequer but
through a Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) le-
vy built into airfares on non-UDAN routes.

Subsidies were also capped at three years to
push airlines towards self-sustaining routes. Ho-
wever, a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
report found that only 7% to 10% of these routes
had remained viable beyond the subsidy period.
As of February 2026, of the 663 routes launched
under the UDAN scheme since 2017, 327 routes
had been discontinued, according to data recently
presented in Parliament by Minister of State for Ci-
vil Aviation Muralidhar Mohol. The data showed
that 15 of the 95 airports revived under the
scheme have also fallen into disuse.
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India targets 47% emission cut and 60%
power capacity from non-fossils by 2035

Cabinet clears UDAN 2.0
with Rs 28,840-cr outlay

Nikhil Ghanekar
& Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, March 25

IN A decision awaited for
months, India on Wednesday
finally announced its climate
targets for the year 2035, mak-
ing modest upgrades in its
three existing commitments
for 2030.

The announcement is in
compliance with the provi-
sions of the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment that obligates every
country to prepare and imple-
ment climate action plans,
progressively increasing the
ambition of these actions in
five-year cycles.

In the new targets, ap-
proved by the Cabinet on Wed-
nesday, India has promised to
attain at least 47 per cent re-
duction in emission intensity
ofits GDP (emission perunitof
GDP) from 2005 baseline by
2035.Its current commitment,
for the year 2030, is to achieve
a45 per cent reduction. By the
year 2020, the last year for

which emission intensity data
has been published, India had
already achieved a 36 per cent
reduction over 2005 levels.

India has also promised to
ensurethat at least 60 per cent
of its total electricity gener-
ation capacity would comprise
non-fossil fuel sources by 2035.
The existing target for 2030
was 50 per cent, which has al-
ready been achieved well
ahead of schedule. As of Feb-
ruary this year, more than 52
percent of total electricity gen-
eration capacity was based on
non-fossil fuel sources.

India's third commitment
relates to creation of additional
capacity in its forests toabsorb
carbon dioxide. For 2030,
Indiaiscommitted tocreate an
additional sink of 2.5 to 3 bil-
lion tonnes of CO2 equivalent
over its 2005 stock.

By 2021, at least 2.3 billion
tonnes of additional sink had
already been created. For 2035,
India is targering to enlarge
thisto3.5to 4 billion tonnes of
CO2equivalent.

These three targets form
the core of India’s contribution
to the global effort to fight cli-
mate change. There are several
other steps India is taking to-
wards reducing its carbon foot-
print, but these do not have
quantitative targets.

These include efforts to
push for climate resilient infra-
structure, promote sustainable
lifestyles, and mobilise new
means of climate finance, do-
mestic and international, to
support green investments,
the government said.

“India’s revised nationally-
determined contributions
(NDCs)areastepin theright di-
rection, but they fallshort of the
ambition required at this stage
of the energy transition. With
non-fossil fuel capacity already
crossing around 52% by 2025-
26, atarget of 60% by 2035 does
not adequately reflect either
the pace of progress or the scale
of opportunity ahead,” said
Vibhuti Garg, Director, South
Asia, Institute for Energy Econ-
omics and Financial Analysis.

EXPLAINED

Climate action
progression

Underthe 2015 Paris Agree-
ments, nations decide their
climate actions ontheir own.
Thisisthereasontheseare
called nationally-
determined contributions, or
NDCs. But every subsequent
setofclimate actions must
marka progression over ex-
istingones. ThisisIndia's3rd
NDC, the first 2 having been
submitted in 2015, pertaining
totheyear2025,and thenin
2022, for 2030. India’sNDC
for2035was long awaited,
since most of the other large
emitters, including China,
the world's biggest emitter,
had announcedtheirNDCs
lastyear, ahead of the year-
ending annual climate con-
ferenceinBelem, Brazil.

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, March 25

REVAMPING THE regional air
connectivity initiative, the
Union Cabinet on Wednesday
cleared a modified UDAN
scheme with an outlay of Rs
28,840 crore for 10 years that
will provide funds for develop-
ing airports, related operations
and maintenance activities,
helipadsand support forthe ac-
quisition of India-madeaircraft.

Airlines will be provided Vi-
ability Gap Funding for operat-
ing UDAN routes, and the
amount is estimated to be Rs
10,043 crore over the 10-year
period starting from FY 2026-27.
1&B Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
told the media that under the
modified scheme, 100 airports
would be developed from exist-
ing unserved airstrips with the
help of state governments, and

the outlay in this regard would
be Rs 12,159 crore over the next
8years. The scheme aims to de-
velop 200 modern helipads at
Rsl5croreeach, amountingtoa
total requirement of Rs 3,661
croreover the next 8 years (infla-
tion-adjusted), a release said.

The focus will be to develop
helipads in priority and aspir-
ational districts. Towards Oper-
ation & Maintenance works, the
scheme will provide support for
3years, capped at Rs 3.06 crore
per annum per airport and Rs
0.90 crore per annum per heli-
port/ water aerodrome. The
total amount is estimated to be
Rs 2,577 crore for around 441
aerodromes, it said.

The UDAN 2.0 scheme has
been approved for the period
from FY2026-27 to FY 2035-36
with an outlay of Rs 28,840
crore. The existing UDAN
scheme ends later this year.
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Cabinet clears 328,840 crore
for revamping Udan scheme

R T T L S

dhirendea kumaniverming com
HEW DELHI

he Union cabinet on
T Wednesday approved a

1ZH B crore project Lo
revamp India's regional air
connectivity scheme and
cheareda £1L500 crore upgradse
of the country's immigration
syslem,

The cabyinet cleared amodi
fied version of the Udan (Uide
Diesh b Aam Namgerik)schemie,
from FY27 10 FY36, o expand
connectvity to underserved
regions by developing 10O air
ports from existing airsirips
and supportingthe operations
of regriomsl mrrodromes.

Miwt had reported on 29
November 2024, quoting peo
pleawane of the matter, tha the
governmend had identified
arciuned 130 small airpeorts and
airstrips [or modermistion and
development to cater to Asing
passenger and air cargo
demand.

The plan includes 1122159
crore forairpart development,
L3661 crore for 200 helipads i
remote and hilly areas, and
£10,043 cromre in viability gap

The plan includes #12,159 crare
far airport development.  wea

funding to sustain low-traffic
routes. Another $2.577 crome
hasbeen allocated for the oper-
ation and maintenance af
regrionl] fcilities.

The scheme proposed
uperading existing infrastruc
iure rather than building new
preenficld airpors, Unionmin
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw told
reporters after the Cabinet
meeting adding that about 15
currently  non-operational
Udanairports will be revived.

The government expects the
revamped Udan programme to
cormect around 120 new desti
nations and cater to nearly 40
million passengers, whibe also

boosting tourism, local veo
nomie activity and emergency
respensecrpabilitios in remiste
Tegions

Thie scheme also proposes o
push for domestic mamdfactur
iz, with prowvisioms for procur
ing aircralt suchas HAL Dhnry
helicopters md Deormier planes.

The cabinet approved the
Immigration, Visa, Foreigners
Registration and Tracking
(IVFRT) 3.0 programme with
an outlay of 11,800 crore for
five years starting April 20026,

Thesystemwill deploy artifi
vial intelligence, machine
learningamd bicmetric authen-
tication, including facial and
iris revognition, alongside inte
prated digital platforms and
infrastructure upgrades across
immigration checkpoints and
registration offices.

Originally biunched in 200,
the IVFRT system will be
extended until March 2031,
with the latest phase forusing
on technology upgrades.
expanded infrastructure and
sorvice optimiztion, incucding
mothile services and sell srvice
kinsks

Foran evtended version of the
story, visi ivemint.com
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AIMS TO EXPAND REGIONAL AVIATION

Cabinet clears revamped UDAN
scheme with Rs 28,840 cr outlay

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Revamping the
regional air connectivity ini-
tiative, the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday cleared a modified
UDAN scheme with an out-
lay of Rs 28,840 crove for ten
years that will provide funds
lor developing airports, related
operations and maintenance
activities, helipads and support
foor acquisition of India-made
aircraft.

Adrlines will be provided
Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
for operating UDAN routes,
and the amount is estimated
to be Rs 10,043 crore over the
ten-year period starting from
FY 2026-27.

Bricfing media persons after
the Cabinet meeting, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said that
under the modified scheme,
100 airports would be devel-
oped from existing unserved
atrsirips with the help of state
governments, and the outlay in
this regard would be Rs 12,159

crore over the next eight years.

The scheme aims to develop
200 modern helipads at Bs 15
crore each, amounting to a
total requirement of Rs 3,661
crore over the next eight years
{inflation-adjusted), an official
release said.

The foeus will be to develop
helipads in priority and aspi-
rational districts to improve
last-mile connectivity and
CMETEENCY response.

Towards Operation &
Maintenance (O 8&M) works,
the scheme will provide sup-
port for three years, capped
at Ks 3.06 crore per annim
per airport and Rs 0090 crore
per annum per heliport/water
aerodrome. The total amount is
estimated to be Rs 2,577 crore
for around 441 acrodromes, the
release said.

According to the govern-
ment, the funding is being pro-

HIGHLIGHTS

scheme, 100 airports
would be developed
from existing unserved
airsirips with the help of
state govis, and the out-
lay in this regard would
be Rz 12,159 crore
over the next eight yrs

» Seheme aims to develop
200 modern helipads ot
Rs 15 crore each: Govt

posed, given the high recurring
D&M costs and limited rev-
enue streams for the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)-
only acrodromes.

“To address the shortage
of small fixed-wing aireraft
and helicopters required for
operations in remote and dif-
ficult terrains and to advance
the Atmanirbhar Bharat
vision, the scheme also pro-
poses to procure two HAL

Dihruv helicopters for Pawan
Hans and two HAL Dorn-
ier aircraft for Alliance Air)
the release said.

The modified UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme
has been approved for the
period from FY2026-27 o FY
2035-36 with a total outlay of
Rs 28,840 crore, and there will
be budgetary support from the
central government.

The existing UDAN scheme
ends later this year.

Since the launch of UDAN
in October 2016, the govern-
mient said 663 routes have been
operationalised across 95 air-
ports, heliports and water aero-
dromes. These figures are till
February 28.

More than 3.41 lakh flights
have been operated, carry-
ing 162.47 lakh passengers
under the scheme, which has
fostered growth in regional
airlines and diverse fleet
operations, it added.

India is one of the world's
fastest-growing domestic civil
aviation markets.
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Two flight landings delayed after
eagle spotted near Delhi runway

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE i@ New Delhi

AN eagle hovering near one of
the runwavs at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport

an Air India flight (Al 1892)
from Patna, scheduled to land
at 11.53 am, and an IndiGo flight
(6E 2088) from Madurai, sup-
posed to land at 11:54 am, to car-

R
on Wednesday morningdelayed ryoutagoaround,” a Delhiair- = = g
the landing of two flights. port source said, adding, “There =_

One flighteach of IndiGoand  is a fixed pathway in place for .ﬂ.
Adr India was asked by airport  such go-arounds. The flights fol- Bird hits
authorities to hold off landing  lowed the route and landed 10 to arel ailk rt
until the runway was 15 minutes later." T
cleared. The incident It remains unclear how  The Delhi airport
reportedly occurred the eagle left the runway.  has recorded
around 11.45 am. “There is alaid-down pro- 695 bird-hit

A Directorate Gen- cedure when birds orani-  incidents over
eral of Civil Aviation mals are found on the run-  the past five
source told this news. wav Weuse no-smoke guns  years, the
paper, “The go-around or flare guns to drive them highest in the
was given by the Air Traffic away It is not elear what was  country, Minister
Control (ATC) officer due toea- done today"” the source said, not-  of State for
gle activity The normal process ing, “Every airport resorts to  Aviation
has been follow the po-around procedure. Thisis  Murlidhar Mohol

“Bird activity was reported done in the interest of passen- told the Rajya

on Runway 27. The (ATC) asked

ger and aircraft safety”

Sabha last year.



AIRPORTS ALl HUH%! Y OF 1NL‘!§A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER DELHT 26 MARCH 2026

Cabinet clears modified UDAN
scheme with 328,840 crore outlay

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delh

Revamping the regional air
connectivity initiative, the
Union  Cabinet on
Wednesday cleared a modi-
fied UDAN scheme with an
outlay of 128,840 crore for ten
years that will provide funds
for developing airports,
related operations and main-
tenance activities, helipads
and support for acquisition of
India-made aircraft.

Airlines will be provided
Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
for operating UDAN routes,
and the amount is estimated
to be 710,043 crore over the
ten-year period starting from
FY 2026-27. Briefing media
persons after the Cabinet
meeting, Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that
under the modified scheme,
100 airports would be devel-
oped from existing
unserved airstrips with the
help of State Governments,
and the outlay in this regard
would be 12,159 Crore over

the next eight years.

Scheme aims to develop
200 modern helipads at 715
crore each, amounting to a
total requirement of 73,661
crore over the next eight
years (inflation-adjusted), an
official release said.

The focus will be to
develop helipads in priority
and aspirational districts to
improve last-mile connec-
tivity and emergency
response. Towards Operation
& Maintenance (O&M) works,
the scheme will provide
support for three years,
capped at ?3.06 crore per
annum per airport and ¥0.90
crore per annum per heli-
port/water aerodrome.

The total amount is esti-
mated to be 32,577 crore for
around 441 aerodromes, the
release said.

According to the
Government, the funding is
being proposed, given the
high recurring O&M costs
and limited revenue streams
for the Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS)-only
aerodromes.
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Flight demand

u raumBAL TnidlGo on
Tuesday sald Internatlon-
al fllghts In the summer
sChadule will vary de-
pending on the West Asla
situatlon and flagged that
demnand will e Impact-
ed in case of a furthear
rise in costs, which will
push airfares higher. An
IneliGo spokesperson on
Tuesday said it mtends
to start 1ts domestc
summer schedule with
nearly 2,000 daily ghts
in April.em
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Expat workers asked to return,
Delhi-Dubai airfares see sharp rise

Tines NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The decision of
some West Asian cities, in-
cluding Dubai, to start return-
ing to business as usual amid
an unrelenting war is forcing
a significant number of Indi-
ans to spend lakhs to get back.
These people had somehow
managed to come to India af-
ter Feb 28 or were here before
that and now are being asked
toreturn to work.

Travel agents said a one-
way economy class Emirates
ticket on Delhi-Dubai is cost-
ing “aminimum of Rs 50,000
with the average fare being in
the Rs 85,000-90,000 range till
April 5. After that, fares start
showing a gradual decline.
The few flights by Indian car-

IStock

SKY-HIGH FARE

riers start at Rs 40,000,

“The UAE has restricted
the number of flights by for-
eign operators, Most people
are opting for Emirates flights
to get to Dubai on which the
fares are very high till April
5.. Being asked to return
means shelling out thisamou-
ntorfacing the consequences.
Emirates' low cost arm FlvD-
ubai is a shade cheaper with

fares starting at Rs 35,000
40,000," said a travel agent.
The cheaper option is taking
IndiGoto Abu Dhabi and driv-
ingtoDubai. Thatoption costs
about Rs 30,000 in airfare.

Many Indians chose to se-
nd their family members back
home after Feb 28. “I told my
employer I need to go to Saudi
with family and take a flight
from there to India. I was told
if my services were required I
will be called any time and not
reporting to work will mean
losing job. The transit Saudi
visa did not come in time... 1
sent my family via Qatar Air-
ways and stayed back,” said
an Indian working in Qatar
Bahrain is among cities that
have not seen any commercial
flight so far after Feb 28.
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Airbus may set up final
assembly line for ATR

@lmesuflndla.cum

New Delhi: Airbus has for
the first time indicated that it
may set up afinal assembly li-
ne (FAL) in India for its 50%
owned ATR regional aircraft,
given govi's unprecedented
push for enhancing aerial
connectivity of small towns
and cities. The European ae-
rospace major is learnt to be
in talks with stakeholders to
see if’ a business case is made
out for the same. As of now;, it
is the only player with two
operational FALs in India in
partnershipwith Tata Advan-
ced Systems (TASL), one for
the 70-seater military trans-
portaireraft C295at Vadodara
and the other for HI125 com-
mercial helicopter in Karna-
taka.

ATR, jointly owned by Eu-
ropean aeronautics players
Airbus and Leonardo, has a
significant presence in India
with IndiGo operating 50 of
those turboprops and Goa-ba-
sed regional carrier FLY9
has a fleet of six at present,
which is expected to double
this vear.

Recently, Brazilian aero-
space major Embraer anno-
unced it will set upa FAL with
the Adani Group in India if it
gets a firm order for 200 air-
craft.

INDIA ON RADAR

» Airbus is in talks with
stakeholders to

explore possibility

of setting up a

final assembly line
(FAL) for ATR in India

» ATR has a significant
presence in India with
IndiGo operating 50 of these
turboprops and Goa-based
regional carrier FLY91 has

a fleet of six

» Recently, Embraer
announced it will set up a FAL
with Adani Group if it gets a
firm order for 200 aircraft

Being similar in capacity
to the C295, the ATR hasup to
78 seats. Airbus has a signifi-
cant supply chain already in
place in the country. The A220
family aircraft doors are ma-
de by Bengaluru-based Dyna-
matic Technologies and
TASL makes bulk and cargo
doors of the A320family.

Govt on Wednesday clea-
red a modified regional con-
nectivity scheme (RCS) for a
10-vear period with a budget
outlay of Rs 28,840 crore, un-
der which 100 airstrips will be
developed into airports and
airlines will get subsidy for
operating RCS routes.

Being bullish that inter-
national travel and regional

connectivity will provide the
next big push for air travel in
India after the massive incre-
ase seen in domestic flights,
sources said Airbus is closely
examining two aspects for its
proposed ATR FAL in India.
“One is the operating cost for
airlines, which is very high in
India and that issue needs to
be tackled in terms of jet fuel
pricing, airport and naviga-
tion charges. Some day RCS
viability gapfunding will stop
and airlines should have a
cost structure that keeps
them viable when this sche-
me (which was initially sup-
posed to be in force for three
vears when launched in 2016)
eventually sunsets,” said so-
urces,

The other factor is acqui-
sition cost for customer airli-
nes. To reduce that, Airbus is
looking at enhancing indige-
nisation of components in In-
dia leading up to a possible
setfing up of an ATR FAL.
Govt has been very keen that
Airbus has a FAL in India as
the European aerospace ma-
jor has massive orders from
IndiGo — which is the world's
largest operator of its best-
selling single aisle A320 fami-
ly of aircraft —and Air India
Group. Together these two ha-
ve about 1,300 aircraft, mostly
singleaisles, worth billionsof
dollars on order from Airbus.
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Airpassenger
plaintsreach 29K,
doublein2 years

NEW DELHT, MARCH 25

The total numbser of passenger
complaints in the aviation sec-
tor hirve risen sharply over the
past three vears, with official
data pointing to anincresse in
grievances related to refunds
and flight delay s,

Data shows that ecomplaints
filed through the AirSewa por-
tal dirnbed from 14,116 in2023
t0 19,262 in 2024, befire suging
to 2042 in 2025, neady dou-
hlingin two vears,

A closer look at the nature of
prievances  indicates  that
refund-rel ated issues and fight
delayvs aeeount for the bulk of
these complaints. Grievances
linked to flight delays mse from
254 in 2023 to 4590 in 2024
and 6,335 in 2025 Complaints
over refunds registered an
even sharper spike, increasing
from 4836 in 2023 to 5369 in
A24and 10 804in 2025 —TNS -
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