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Close shave for HP dy CM, DGP
as plane skids at Shimla airport

Shimla, March 24: An aircraft
carrying over 30 passengers,
including Himachal Pradesh
deputy chief minister
Mukesh Agnihotri and direc-
tor general of police Atul
Verma, from Delhi missed the
landing spot at Jubbarhatti
Airport Monday morning.

According to evewitnesses,
the aircraft crossed the run-
way and hit the studs at the
edge of the airstrip. No casu-
alties were reported.

The flight had taken off
from Delhi after routine
checks and engineers are
inspecting the aircraft to
determine if there was a tech-

nical glitch,
airport author-
ities said.
“The runway
is small and
we cannot
deny this fact.
As a layman, |
can say that
while landing,
the plane did
not touch the ground where it
was supposed to and came to
the end of the airstrip,” Mr
Agnihotri told reporters.
“Only the airport authority
or the directorate-general of
civil aviation can tell what
happened, but I can say that

Mukesh
Agnihotri

there was a problem in land-
ing,” the deputy CM said,
adding, “We could see that
the runway was ending.”

Mr Agnihotri said all pas-
sengers staved on the plane
for about 20-25 minutes and
the Dharamshala flight was
cancelled.

Chief minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu said he would
speak to the civil aviation min-
ister to discuss the matter. “I1
have been told that the emer-
gency brakes had to be applied
after the tyre burst and 1
would speak to the civil avia-
tion minister in this regard,”
Mr Sukhu said. — PTI
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BJP seeks Adilabad airport

MLA Shankar asks state to seek Indian Air Force station

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, MARCH 24

The BJP on Monday urged
the government to reopen
communication with the
Centre on the setting up of
an Indian Air Force sta-
tion in Adilabad, with
party MLA Payal Shankar
saying that the Union gov-
ernment was still ready to
take the project forward if
the state stepped in and
agreed.

Speaking in the
Assembly during a discus-
sion on demands for
granis for various depart-

Payal Shankar

ments, Shankar said the
previous BRS government
had refused to accept the
Centre's proposal for
developing the old aero-

@ BIP MLA Payal
Shankar said the previ-
ous BRS government had
refused to accept the
Centre’s proposal for
developing the old aero-
drome in Adilabad town
as it wanted the Bison
Polo Ground in
Secunderabad in return.

drome in Adilabad town,
as it wanted the Bison
Polo Ground in
Secunderabad in return
from the defence depart-
ment.

The then defence minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharamam
had written five letters in
all to the then BRS govern-
ment but to no avail and
the Congress government
should write to the Centre
and express willingness to
provide around 2,000 acres
required for the facilitylf
the IAF station is devel-
oped, the defence ministry
was willing to allow its
use for civilian aircraft.
The new airport will bring
jobs, act as a hub for devel-
oping mining of valuable
minerals in the district,
Shankar said.
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‘Hyderabad Airport named after
Rajiv Gandhi despite having no

role in its development’

MET RO INDIA NEWS | HYDERAEAD

Senior BJP leader Syed
Shahnawaz Hussginon Sunday
claimed that Hyderabad's In-
ternational  Alrport  was
named after former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, despite
having no rele in its devel-
opment.

‘Hyderabad airport was
named after Rajiv Gandhi, but
three people played a major
mle in its construction. The
land belenged to the Defence
Ministry. George Fernandes,
Chandrababu Naidu, and I,
then Civil Aviation Minister
worled together to build this
sirport, he said while speale
ing at the "Bihar Diwas 2025
event organized by the BIP.

“When Congress got the op-

portunity; there was no men-
tion of Chandrababu Naidu,
George Fernandes, or me. In-
stead, the airport was named
after Rajiv Gandhi who had no
role in its construction, he
claimed.

The BIF national spokes-
person further stated that
regular meetings were held at
the PMO, with close monitor-
ing of the project

Every weel, the Civil Avi-
ation Minister, Defence Min-
ister, and Chief Minister metto
oversee the airport's construe-
tion, he said

‘I want to emphasize that it
is an excellent airport, and
along  with Chandrababu
Naidu, two Biharis George Fer-
nandes and I plaved a key role,
as did former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee initscon-
struction, Hussain claimed.

The airport at Shamshabad
was insugurated in 2008 by
thenUPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, during Congress rule
in undivided Andhra Pradesh.

Hussain also highlighted
that several alrports are now
being built in Bihar under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi s leadership.
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Centre urges Delhi to cut jet fuel

VAT, cites

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi @htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has urged the Delhi gov-
ernment to slash the value added
tax (VAT) on jet fuel from 25% to
4%, citing lower levies in 25
other states and Union territo-
ries, including Uttar Pradesh,
which will likely operationalise a
new international airport in the
national capital region at
Greater Noida.

The appeal was made by civil
aviation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu in a letter dated March 19
and addressed to Delhi's chief
minister Rekha Gupta.

There was no such rate
change proposed in the Budget
presented by Gupta on Monday.

The minister stated that civil
aviation is highly price-sensitive,
and at the same time, connectiv-
ity directly promotes tourism
growth, output growth, and
employment, in addition to vari-
ous indirect benefits to the econ-
omy.

His letter, seen by HT, read,

The proposal seeksto lower VAT from 25% to 4%. Noida Airport,
which will begin operations soon, has 1% VAT on jet fuel. PTI

“The price of ATF is a major
component of the operating cost
of airlines, and the tax on ATF
significantly contributes to the
ATF price. The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has been emphasizing
the need for the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) Council to con-
sider bringing Aviation Turbine
Fuel (ATF) within the ambit of
GST at the earliest. For the con-

tinuing financial health of
domestic airlines, it is important
to eliminate the tax disadvantage
faced by them compared to com-
peting foreign carriers.”

“Our ministry has also pur-
sued the matter of reducing VAT
on ATE Currently, 25 states/UTs
have reduced VAT on ATF to
around 1%-4%, signalling their
interest in attracting air connec-

tivity to their states,” the minis-
ter stated, adding that “Delhi
continues to be one of the few
states/UTs with a high rate of
25% VAT on ATF for general
flights, which needs to be ration-
alised to align with other states,
i.e, in the range of 1%-4%."

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had, in December 2024, cut
VAT on ATF to make Noida Air-
port a competitive aviation hub,
a move Naidu referenced as he
expressed concerns about
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) airport. “Noida air-
portin Uttar Pradesh is expected
to commence operations soon,
and the applicable VAT rate
there will be 1% on ATF, com-
pared to 25% on ATF at Delhi air-
port. This cost disparity will
impact Delhi airport, making it
uncompetitive and depriving it
of a level playing field. This will
clearly affect the offtake of ATF
at Delhi airport and may impact
the revenue of the Delhi govern-
ment.”

A similar letter requesting
reduction on ATF was also sent

oida airport’s rates

to Delhi lieutenant governor VK
Saxena by the Air Travellers
Association on March 17.

Similar concerns have been
raised by the industry. Manish
Singhal, secretary general of
ASSOCHAM, in a letter on
March 24 wrote to Naidu, stat-
ing, “Delhi's 25% VAT on ATF
makes the airport less competi-
tive compared to other airports,
such as those in UP, which
charge only 1% VAT. This dis-
crepancy could cause airlines to
shift operations to the new
Noida airport, making Delhi less
competitive.”

Experts said Delhi has typi-
cally had a high VAT by virtue of
it being India’s capital. Mark D
Martin, aviation expert and
founder of Martin Consulting
said if the levy is reduced, it is
unlikely airlines will pass the
cost benefits to customers. “Itis
less likely that airlines will pass
on the cost save benefit on to
passengers as operating costs
have shot up due to long-term
dollar rate soon likely to breach
87 to the rupee,” he added.
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Gold worth %2.7c¢r hidden in
waistbands seized at airport

Tinaes NEws NETwORK

Ahmedabad: Two passeng-
erssmuggling gold wereapp-
rehended by the Alr Intelli-
gence Unit (AIU) of the cus-
toms department on Sunday.

The duo was found in pos-
session of 3kgof gold witha
market value of Rs 2.76 cro-
re,

Based on intelligence in-
puts, the two passengers we-
re intercepted and appre-
hended after they got off the
flight from Abu Dhabi.
“Hoth passengers were car-
rving gold in plastic strips
inside the waistbands of the-
ir jeans. The gold was in the
form of a semi-solid sub-
stance mixed with chemi-
cals. In addition, the pas-
SENEers were carrving two
gold chains and one gold co-
in," accordingto a release by
the agencw

The confiscated goods al-
g0 included three 24-carat
gold bars.,

The two passengers were
arrested after they were fo-
und in possession of about
L.5kg of gold each.

The two flyers were apprehended
after they got off the flight from
Abu Dhabi. They were carrying 3kg
of gold in the plastic strips inside
the waistbands of their jeans

Sources said that increa-
sed vigilance on the usual
gold smuggling route, com-
bined with operations aga-
inst smuggling networks,
have resulted in increased
gold seizures in  recent
months.

Sunday's detection is the
latest among the series of
busts that have had officials
seizing gold concealed in
equipment, body cavities
and in paste form.

“The smuggling cycles
are often associated with the
fluctuation in gold prices.
When the vellow metal gets
pricier here, the illegal acti-
vity intensifies due to a hig-
her margin of profit,” an of-
ficial said.

Sources added that the
carriers hired are often wit-
hout any criminal record so

that they do not draw any su-
spicion.

They are often promised
lucrative rewards to hand
over the smuggled goods toa
point person once they get
outof the airport,

The officials said they
are siudying the different
modus operandi employed
in order todetect such cases,
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CloseshavetorDyCM  Closeshave forDyCM...

as aircraft overshoots
Shimla airportrunway

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MARCH 24
A major mishap was averted
when an Alliance Air 42-
seater  alrerafl  carrying
Deputy  Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri and over
M passengers, landed using
the emengency brakes W pre-
vent the plane from over-
shooting the runway &t the
Jubbarhatti airpart, 22 km
from here, today.

“We were on the flight from
Delhi to Shimla when there
was some ghtch, resulting in
the use of the emergency
brakes to lend Landing was
not up to the mark and there
was some problem as there
was sudden application of
the brikes to prevent the
plane from overshooting the
rumvay,” said Agnahotr

“We all are aware that the
Jubbarhatti airport near here
has a small runway:. The plane
landed almosl dose towhere
the runway ends and crossed
the studs — the last point on
the runway,” said Agnihotr,

Confirming the ermerpe noy

Emergency brakes
applied after glitch;
aireraft grounded

OVER 30 PASSENGERS
WERE ON BOARD

BDGP Atul Verma was also on
the DelhkShim b flght,
which landed at B 22 am

BThere were aver 30 pasery

gers, whowere aliowed o
tebesrd only after 8.40 am

Lainding, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
said he learnt from the police
that the Delhi-Shimla fight
made an emergency anding
ot the Jubbarhpth arport
this morming. T was tald that
the emergency brakes had to
be applied for landing a5 the
tyme of the pline burst during
banding,” sakd Sukhu,
Director Generpl of Police
Atul Verma was an the Delhi-
Shirnda fight which landed at
822 am. The passengers were
allvwed to de-board ondy after
B840 am. There were over 30
CIINTINUED ON PAGE 10

passengers on The plane, A
hotrt said the sume plane was
scheduled to fiy to Dhornmsala
for & return Dight to Shimla
bt wos provnded. “Due to the
glitch, the plane was pround-
ed, resiifting in the Dhamam-
sals-Shimla flight being cin-
celled, foromng many MLAs to
take the mad journey to reach
the statecapi il fr the Assem-
bty sesson.” he sad

“Since the DGP was also on
boiard when the unusual lamnd-
ing tock ploce, T'm mine he

has taken it upwith the Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation,”
Apgnihotri spid when asleed if
the sfate povermment hod
token up the issue with the
Depurtment of Civil Avition,

The Shimli prport was
made by flaltending 4 moun-
tain top and hos & runway of
1230 metres, It is located at
on altitude of 2,106 metes
The Airports Authonty af
India (AAD spid the plane
had been prounded to ensure
proper inspection
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Centre should bmld alrports railway tracks: Dy CM

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MARCID 24
Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri today
said the Centre should con-
struct airports and milway
lines for Himachal Pradesh
while responding to a ques-
tion on the Bhanupali-
Bilaspur railway track in
the House today.
“Himachal was not finan-
clally viable when il was
made, We do nol have a
larpge tax base, so the Cen-
tre should consider build-
ing airports and railway
trocks in the state™ said
Apnihotri, adding that he
had a narrow escape today
when the plane he was
travelling in did not stop at
the scheduled spot at the
“small Shimla airport”, “1f
the Centre can build air-

ports in Bihar, why con't it

be dome in Himachal®
Agnihotri asked,
Responding to the ques-
tion roised by the BJP
MLA Trilok Jamwal. Agni-
hotri said the Bhanupali-
Bilaspur railway track
will be completed by 2027,
When BIP MLA Randhir
Sharma pointed out that
railway track is scheduled
to go up to Beri beyond
Bilaspur and the land was
not being acquired for it,
Apnihotri snapped why
the MLA wasz worned
about Adani, who has a

STATE DOES NOT HAVE A LARGE TAX BASE

8 Himachal was not financially viable when it was
carved out. We do not have a large tax base, 50 the

B Centre should consider building airparts and
rallway tracks in the state.

Mhukesh Agaihotr, meumr casr MssTER

ter further
63.1-km-long track would
cost Rs 6,753 crore and Hs
S0 crore had already been

cement factory near Beri.

“If the railway track has

to go up to Beri and any

businessman is benefiting
from it, he should also

L"lillnrlhl.l.'lvl'." n constructing
the line,”

he said
The Deputy Chief Minis-
said that the

spent on the project, “The
state has given around Rs

850-800 crore for the proj-
ect,

" he said,
Asked why the govem-

ment had shifted the mon-

ev meant for the railaay
track to the state treasury
from banks, Agnihotri said
the money would be
released to the departments
as and when they need to
make payments for the
project.  “Also, we are
requesting Railways to put
us in the category where
Centre pays for the lond
acquisition.” he said,
Responding to the ques-
tion by Euldeep Rathore,
MLA Theog, over the Kur-
pan water supply scheme,
the Deputy Chief Minister
said the project, which

would cater to 54 panchay-
ats having population over
one lnkh would be com-
pleted by 2026, “An amount
of Re 321 crore will be spent
on this project, out of which
Rs 276 crore has already
been spent. We only need to
arrange Hs 45 crore needed
more, which will be
arranged,” he said.

Rezponding to the gues-
tion by Hardeep Bawa,
MLA Nalaparh, over the
slow pace of the Pinjore-
Baddi-Nakigarh National
Highway expansion, Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said the slow poace of
work on this vital stretch
was hampering the indus-
trial prowth. “We will dis-
cuss thiswiththe NHAT and
Union Mimister Nitin Gad-
kari to expedite the
process,” he said.
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Stakeholders urge Delhi govt
toreduce VAT onjet fuel

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Key civil aviation stakehold-
ers have urged the Delhi gov-
ernment to reduce the value-
added tax (VAT) on aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) to
between one and four per
cent. This move aims to
lower airfares and maintain
strong connectivity to and
from the national capital’s
IGI Airport.

At present, Delhi levies a
VAT rate of 25 per cent on
ATF for general flights from
IGIA, while the rate is four
per cent on jet fuel sold for
regional flights. While the
VAT at Hindon airport is
about one per cent on ATF, a
similar rate will be applicable
at the upcoming Noida Inter-
national Airport, thereby
creating a disadvantage for
IGIA.

Consequently, stakehold-
ers, including Civil Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu,
have urged Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta to slash
VAT on ATF by 1 to 4 per
cent.

In a letter dated March 19,
the Minister said the revenue
collected from VAT on ATF is
an insignificant proportion
of the overall State finances
and “in any case any shortfall
in revenue collection due to
reduction in VAT on ATF will
be more than offset by the
positive impact of the air
connectivity to the State”.

Besides, Naidu pointed
out that the civil aviation
sector is “very price sensit-
ive” but at the same time air
connectivity directly pro-
motes tourism growth, out-
put growth and employment
generation, in addition to
various indirect benefits to
the economy.

He also cited that the price
of ATF is a major component
of the operating cost of air-
lines and that the VAT con-

tributes significantly to its
overall price. Per industry es-
timates, ATF prices consti-
tute over 33 per cent of the
total operating cost of an
airline.

The Centre, through the
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
has been urging the GST
Council to bring ATF under
the ambit of GST at the
earliest.

TAX DISADVANTAGE

“For the continuing financial
health of domestic airlines, it
is important to eliminate the
tax disadvantage faced by
them vis-a-vis competing
foreign carriers.

“I am happy to recall that
many State or UT govern-
ments have reduced State
VAT on ATF and currently 25
States or UTs have reduced
VAT rates to around 1 to 4
per cent. Delhi, however,
continues to be one of the
few States/UTs to have a high
rate of 25 per cent VAT on
ATF for general flights,
which needs to be rational-
ised for all flights (tobe) ona
par with other States.”

In addition, he said Noida
airport is expected to com-
mence its “operations soon
and the applicable rate there
would be 1 per cent VAT on
ATF”.

“This will impact Delhi
airport due to prohibitive
cost difference of ATF to air-
lines, thereby making Delhi
airport uncompetitive, de-
priving level-playing sup-
port. This will affect the off-
take of ATF in Delhi airport
and may affect the revenue of
Delhi government,” Naidu
said.

Industry body Assocham
also urged the Delhi govern-
ment to reduce VAT on ATF.
It stated that unless the VAT
is brought down to 1 per
cent, Delhi airport “will be-
come uncompetitive forcing
airlines to shift to new air-
port at Noida.”

26 MARCH 2025
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Air India’s first ‘refreshed’ legacy
Wlde—body B777 tojoin fleet by April

Rnhlt Vaid
MNew Delhi

The Tata Group-backed Air
India will soon be pressing
its first “refreshed” wide-
body B777 into service,
sources told businessline.

The airline had initiated a
“heavy refresh” programme
for its fleet of legacy Boeing
777 aircraft last month to
provide an upgraded ultra-
long-haul flying experience
forits passengers.

However, Air India’s
leased 11 Boeing 777s are not
a part of this exercise.

REFRESH PROGRAMME

Last year, businessline repor-
ted that Air India was plan-
ning a phased “hard or
heavy” refresh programme
for its fleet of legacy B777
aircraft to ensure its passen-
gers on the ultra-long-haul
flights have an elevated ex-
perience in the cabin till the
time these B777 aircraft un-
dergo a total makeover un-
der the retrofit programme.

The programme
includes changes
to seat-covers,
carpets and
curtains in sync
with Air India’s

new branding
HSP&C'[S
The ‘retrofit’” plan has

been delayed due to global
supply-chain issues.

“T'O JOIN IN APRIL?

“The refreshed Boeing 777 is
expected to join the fleet by
next month. It is currently
undergoing a makeover in
Singapore,” sources told

businessline. “By the vyear-
end, all legacy 777s will re-
ceive a refresh. However,
timelines are dependent on
supply chains.” When con-
tacted, Air India did not elicit
aresponse.

SYNC WITH BRANDING
The programme includes
changes to seat-covers, car-
pets and curtains, in sync
with Air India’s new brand-
ing aspects.

Features such as armrests,
fascia and trim panels, as
well as overhead bins, meal
tables and stowage systems
will be refurbished.

Currently, Air India’s
B777 aircraft operate on ul-
tra-long-haul routes to cities
in the US and Canada.

The airline plans to ex-
pand its global network
gradually.

With its newly refreshed
cabins, Air India aims to pos-
ition itself as a competitive
player in the global aviation
market, attracting both busi-
ness and leisure travellers
alike.
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Air India modifies travel policy, opens
more premium seats for sale

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

All Air India employees,
including its top management,
will travel in economy classon
domestic routes from April 1as
the airline alters its travel
policies.

The move, which is expected
to free up more premium
economy and business class
seats for sale, will come into
effect in two phases in April and
June.

This comes in the backdrop
of retrofit in aircraft,
improvementin on-time
performance and increased
demand for premium cabins.

Employees will be allowed to
upgrade to premium economy
or business class if those seats
remain unsold 50 minutes
before a flight departure.

CUSTOMER FOCUS
An Air India spokesperson said
the move demonstrates its
customer centricity.

A senior official said on-time
performance has improved to
83 per centin the past sixweeks

with a combination of factors
contributing to improvement.
These include better availability
of components, maintenance
support and changesin
network and scheduling,

Air India is also seeing an
improvement in yields, the
official said.

RETROFIT OF PLANES
While retrofit of aircraft has
increased the number of
premium seats, growth in
corporate sales and revenue
management strategies is
helping the airline target more
high yielding traffic. Salesin
foreign markets are increasing
too, he added.

Earlier this month, the first of
its 27 legacy Airbus A320
aircraft rejoined service aftera
retrofit.

The retrofit of all 27 planes
will be completed by the third
quarter of 2025.

With this, all Air India’s A320
planes will have a three-class
configuration, comprising eight
business, 24 premium
economy and 132 economy
seats.
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Indian carriers to operate 5.5%
more flights this summer

Indian carriers are set to operate 25,610 flights per week
duringthe upcoming summer season, marking a 5.5 per cent
Increase compared to the same period last year, the DGCA
announced on Tuesday. The aviation summer season this year
runs from March 30 to October 25. Air India will operate 4,310
flights perweek, an 89.2 per cent increase from lastyear. Its
subsidiary, Air India Express, is scheduled to operate 3,375
flights — 38.5 percent more flights than during the
corresponding period a yearago. BS REPORTER
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Staff to travel economy from Apr: A-1

Air India seeks clarity on Mumbai
airport’s terminal shift

REUTERS
New Dethi, 25 March

Alr India said on Tuesday thar all staff,
including top management, would travel
in economy from April 1 to free up seats
for paying customers, as the airline works
on improving its image following criticism
over Oight delays.

Staff would be upgraded to premium
economy and business class seats on a
flight only If these remained unsold 30
minutes prior to departure, The Times of
India said in a report, confirmed by
the airline.

"With this, we want 1o
ensure that our premi-
um seats... for which 4
we are seeing huge |
demand - are avail-
able for booking
our customers first,
demonstrating a cul-
ture of customer-cen-
tricity in the new Air
India,” a spokesperson
said.
The formerly state-owned Alr
India was taken over by the Tata Group in
2023 and merged with Vistara - a joint
venture between the Tatas and Singapore
Alrlines - last vear. Billions of dollars have
already been spent on an ambitious
tumaround for the carrier, which involved
ordering new jets, changing its logo, and
upgrading interiors for over half its fleet,
since the 2022 takeover.

-

DEEPAK PATEL
Maw Dalhi, 25 March

AlrIndiaon Tuesday asked the
Mumbai International Alrport
Limited (MIAL} to clarify how
it plans to shift flights to
Terminal 2 and also to the
upcoming MNavi Mumbai air-
port from Terminal 1,

_ which will be razed
S and redeveloped to
. increase capacity

beginning

October this year.

The question
fromian Air India
executive came

during an Airports
Economic
Regulatory Authority
(AERA} meeting on
Mumbal airport’s new tariff
rates, Business Standard has
learnt.

In response, Adani Group-
led MIAL sald that there was
no clear answer at the moment
and that such discussions
woltld need to happen individ-
ually with each airline.

Global airlines

=

body

International Air Transport
Assoclation (IATA) asserted
during the meeting that air-
lines should not be forced to
move  operations  from
Mumbal airport o Navi
Mumbai airport solely due to
Terminal 1's demolition
Spicelet, Air India and IndiGo
are members of IATA.

The AERA on Tuesday
afternoon conductad a three-
hour long meeting with avia-
tion sector stakeholders to dis-
cuss the asronantical charges
{landing charges, user devel-
opment fees, parking charges,
etc.) that MIAL can collect till
200820,

During the meeting, an Air
India exacutive asked, "Wewill
send a list of questions later for
maore clarifications and details,
[ have just one question at this
forum ... how does MIAL plan
to mitigate the impact of clos-
ing down Terminal 1, even as
it makes enhancements 1o
Terminal 2.7

To this, MIAL execuiive
said that the reconstruction of
the entire Terminal 1 is "nec-

essary for ensuring the safety
and security for smooth con-
duet of airport operation”. He
sabd that the operator will hold
discussions with each airline
separately for smooth shifting
of flighis. T1 and T2 of the
Mumbai alrport currently have
an annual passenger handling
capacity of 15 and 40 million
passengers. MIAL said that T1
would be demolished in
October this vear and its recon-
struction is expected io be
done by September 2028,

During the reconstruction
phase, about 5 million passen-
gers of T1 would be shifted to
T2, while the remaining 10 mil-
lion passengers would be shifi-
ed to the MNavi Mumbsai aieport.

It is not clear how this shift
will impact each airline’s flight
nerwork. The Navi Mumbai
airpor is being built by MIAL's
subsidiary Navi Mumbai
International Alrport Private
Limited. It isscheduled o starn
commercial Right operations
from .June.

More on business-standord.omm
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133 aircraft of various airlines out of 813
grounded: MoS Civil Aviation to RS

AGENCIES

MEW DELHI

A total of 133 aircraft are
grounded of the total 813
aircraft in the fleet of vari-
ous domestic airlines, Par-
liament was informed on
Monday.

Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
in a written reply to the Ra-
jva Sabha also said that of
the remaining 680 opera-

tional aircraft, 319 belong to
IndiGo while 198 planes are
in the fleet of Air India and

101 with Air India Express.

The rest planes are spread
across other airlines, the
Minister said.

He also said that Indian
carriers have placed orders
for a total of 1,359 new air-
craft in the previous two
years, of which 999 new
aircraft orders were placed
in2023 and 360 new orders
in 2024.

Currently, 68 Qaircraftare

operational for passenger
travel and 133 are grounded
spread across various air-
lines, Mohol said.

Regarding regulations
for maximum permis-
sible age for aircraft, the
Minister said that the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has not
prescribed guidelines
specifying life for an air-
craft to fly in India.
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JEWAR AIRPORT'S 1% VAT ON JET FUEL MAY ALTER AIRLINES' PREFERENCE FOR DELHI AIRPORT

Cut VAT on ATF or Risk Flight Diversion, Delhi Told

Aviation minister urges
CMtoreduce levy to 1-4%
from the current 25%

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Civil aviation minister Ram-
mohan Naidu Kinjarapu has urged newly
sworn-in Delhi chief minister Rekha
Gupta to reduce the Value Added Tax
(VAT) on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) to
1-4% from 25%, arguing potential traffic
diversion to the soon-to-be operational
Greater Noida airport where the fuel will
be competitively priced.

In a letter, reviewed by ET, the minister
said: "Delhicontinues to be one of the few
states/UTswithahigh VAT on ATFE, which
needs to berationalised."

Fuel make up nearly 40-45% of the opera-
ting costs for an Indian carrier.

The minister, in the letter dated March 19,
warned that the Uttar Pradesh airport's lo-
werl% VAT could divert airlines from IGIA
to the upcoming facility. "This will impact
Delhiairport dueto the prohibitive cost dif-

" - 4 FearofBusiness Loss

-~ Uttar Pradesh VAT on ATF: : Aviation sector impact:
' 1% | Delhi VAT on ATF: 25% : 3.25x output multiplier,

-‘_#I

. 25 states/UTs have reduced :
VAT on ATF to below 5%

: 6.1x employment multiplier

4 Jewar airport is expected to start
4 commercial flights later this year.

ferenceof ATE"” Kinjarapu said.

Indira Gandhi International Airport
(IGIA) in Delhi is India's busiest airport,
handling over 73.6 million passengers in
FY24, including 19 million international
travelers — a 24% increase from the pre-
vious year.

The greenfield airport at Jewar in Uttar
Pradesh, off the Greater Noida suburbs to
Delhi’ssoutheast, isexpected tobe thesecond
aviation gateway for the Capital, and its loca-
tion might make it the preferred airport for
those living in the eastern suburbs of Delhi
and its satellite townships. The airport is
expected to start commercial flights later
this year. And, with a benefit of 1% VAT on
ATE, itbecomesa preferredspot for refuel-

ATF costs make up
40-45% of airline :
operating expenses

4 And, with a benefit of 1% VAT on

4 ATF, it becomes a preferred spot
for refuelling of aircraft

ling of aircraft, which, in turn, isa matter
of concern for the GMR-operated Delhi
airport.

SLASHINGLEVIES

Lowering VAT is seen asessential tomaintai-
ning IGIA's competitiveness and supporting
its role in tourism, trade, and employment.

ATF is subject to VAT, which ranges from
0% 10 29% across states.

"The high VAT in Delhi significantly im-
pacts airline operations and cost structures,
making fuel one of the biggest expenses for
carriers,” said an industry executive.

Over the years, airlines including Indi-
Goand AirIndia have sought government
intervention on VAT and fuel costs.

"A reduction in VAT will have a direct im-
pact on operational expenses, allowing air-
lines to offer more competitive fares and ex-
pand their networks," said a top airline ex-
ecutive, requesting anonymity.

Amidgeopolitical tensions inthe Middle
East, ATF prices have surged. As of
March 1, 2025, IOCL data shows ATF in
Delhi costs 95,311 per kilolitre for domes-
tic flights and $848.32 per kilolitre for do-
mesticairlines on international routes.

Assocham has also called for a VAT reduc-
tion,emphasizing the need toretain economic
activity in Delhi. "If airlines find a more cost-
effective alternative, there isarisk that flights
and related business activities may shift away
from Delhi, impacting jobs and the local eco-
nomy," a source said. The aviation sector now
awaits the Delhi government's response.

VAT on ATF is a state matter. According
to a Rajva Sabha response on March 24, 28
states/UTs levy VAT on ATF at 5% or less.

"This will impact Delhi airport due to pro-
hibitive cost differences, making it uncom-
petitive and affecting ATF sales and govern-
ment revenue, Considering Delhi is one of
the busiest airports in the country, Iurge the
Delhi government to reduce VAT on ATF to
1-4% to boost air travel and its economic be-
nefits," the minister said.
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How Summer Flies

Airlines will operate barely 2% more flights in the summer than in the ongoing winter as
supply chain problems have curtailed their growth. The summer season starts from March
30. Data shared by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) shows the regulator has
approved 25,610 weekly flights in the summer schedule, compared to 25,007 weekly flights

Compiled by ARINDAM MAJUMDER

in the winter season.

Market leader
IndiGo will
beef up
capacity and
operate

467

more flights in
the summer
than in winter

1 0% less

flights to be
operated by
Air India in
summer as its
aircraft are
undergoing
refurbishments

Largest cutin
growth has
come from
financially
distressed
SpiceJet

A
SpiceJet has

got approval
to operate

1,240

flights in

the summer
schedule, a
fall of 4% from
the winter
schedule

Status Check

Departures Departures

Airlines per weekK in per week in
summer 2025 | winter 2024-25

IndiGo 14158 | 13,6911N 13.70
Air India 43100 2,5861  66.7 N
Air India Express | 3,375H 2,8321 1920
SpiceJet 1,2401 1,297  1-44 |
Akasa Air 1,0891 989l 10.10
Vistara - 2,1931 R
Others 1,4381 1,4191 0.1]
Total 25,610 EEEEER4 25,007 EEEN{ 24|

Source: DGCA

BHAVIN G
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New Policy: Air India
CEOQ, Top Execs to Fly
Economy from Apr

Mumbai: Air India CEO, top-
notch executives and senior com-
manders may beseenflyving in the
airline's economy class across In-
dian cities as part of the carrier's
new travel policy for its staff,
which comes into ef-

fect in phases from

next month, according
to sources.

The airline, which went back in-
to the hands of its original owner
Tata Group in January 2022, has
seen a rising demand for premi-
um class seats-business and pre-
mium economy - in the last 27
months, making the manage-
ment come up with such a policy
in the interest of the customers,
they said.

For the top management (vice-
president and above), the policy
would be effective from April 1
while for senior commanders
from Junel, according to sources.
The policy also offers an upgrade
option, which can be availed if a
business or premium class seat
remains unsold or unoccupied 50
minutes prior to the flight depar-
ture, as per the sources.— PTI
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Move aimed at freeing up seats for customers in premium economy, business class

Al staff to fly economy from April

SWARA) BAGGONKAR

Mumbai, March 25 ALL-IN-ONE CLASS mThecompany  ®Due to global
: is retrofitting supply chain

AR INDIA'S EMPLOYEES, Al Air India mSince the takeover ofthe airline 27 narrowbody issues, the pace

including top management led  [CIEEAEES inJanuary 2022, there has beena plm:ﬁmd uf.ﬁ.irrhdia’!

by Campbell Wilson, would [JRLESEEEFREeERE) ¥ x upgrading retrofitment

hmlzmpmyrjnssmdunm C th fﬂld IncreaEe ""_EM“', programme has

in demand for premium seats pircraftundera  slowed down

ticflightsfromApril 1tofreeup
seats for paymg customers m
business and premium econ-
Oy SEEIMENts,

The airline employees will
be considered forupgrade only
if there are anyunsold seatsin
this categories. " With this,
we want to ensure that
our premium seats both
business and pre-
mium econonmy ~ forwhich we
are seeing huge demand - are
available forbooking to ourcus
tomers first," said an Air [ ndia
spokespersan.

“We wani to ensure that
More premium seats are aail-
able for customers who are
readyto pay for them. Like all
customen Afr Indiacmployees
are free to choose their seats
when they would be paying for

ECONOMY ON
domestic fights
for official trips

B The carrier wantsto ensure
that more premium seats are
available for customers who are

$400-mn

revamp exercise

Al staff to fly economy from April

starting April 1

a- AR IIDIA. ...

ready to pay for them

it,"sald an AirIndia source. The
directive, fornow, is not applic-
ableon ntermational flights.
The move comes at a time
when the Tata group airline is
preparing to spruce up its total
supply of premium class seats
{business and premium econ
omy combined). Efforts are
underway to improe the air-

line"s capacity through retm
fitment of planes. While busi-
ness class seatswill see aslght
moderation, premlum econ-
omy class seats will increase
shrnificanthy by 30%to 65 D00
seats per week from 50,000
seats perweek

Since the takeoverof theair-
line in fanuary 2022, there has

been a two-fold increase in
demand for premiumseats, the
Afrindiasourceadded

The company is retrofitting
17 marowbody planes and
upgrading 40widebodyalromft
under a $400-million revamp
exerise,

Cuni‘-‘nud nn-ﬁ:nl ]_1.

THROUGH THE MERGER of
Vistara, 53 A320 planes with
three-class configuration
belonging to the erstwhile
carrier, were absorbed Into
theAir India fleet,

Owing to a global supply
chain crisis hurting the seats
category, the pace of Air

India’s retrofitment pro-
pramme has slowed down
The airlineis now pushing for
upgradation of the rest of the
plane’s interior, keeping the
seats upgrade programme
suthject toavailability of seats
atalater date

IndiGo and Spice]et are the

only other carriers to offer
business class or premium
economy seats. Inditostarted
with business class on select
routes only a few months ago
whereas Spicejet, which calls
its premium economyclass as
SpiceMax, has been offeringit
sinee 2014,
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Flight aborted
after bird hit

A bird struck IndiGo flight
6E 6629 during takeoff from
Thirwananthapuram  Int-
ernational Afrport on Mo-
nday morning, leading to
the flight’s cancellation. The
aircraft, scheduled to de-
part for Bengaluru at 7:30
am, was accelerating down
the rumvay when the inc-
ident occurred, causing the
pilots to abort the takeoff.
Passengers reported a su-
dden jolt as the brakes were
applied,
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Airlines refuse to Share fare data

fter airlines refused to share airfare data
with the Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), the aviation regulator on Monday
said. "We want to study the trend of air ticket

prices following complaints by the public about
high fares during peak seasons. Recently, dur-
ing Mahakumbh, there were many such com-
plaints. Tata Consultancy Service, the digitisa-
tion vendor for the DGCA, has been tasked with
analyzing the matter," the official said.
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5% more flight ops likely this summer

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines are
set to operate more than five per-
cent additional departures this
summer compared to the previ-
ous year, according to data
shared by the civil aviation regu-
lator, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

The data pertains to the sum-
mer schedule, which outlines the
flying slots airlines will receive-
though some may choose not to
fly as many services.

“Summer Schedule 2025
(effective from 30th March 2025
till 25th October 2025) of the
scheduled domestic airlines has
been finalised... there are 25,610
departures per week which have

been finalised to/from 129 air-
ports as per summer schedule
2025 compared to 25,007 depar-
tures per week from 124 airports
in winter schedule 2024,” the
DGCA stated.

According to the DGCA data,
Air India will operate 4,310
weekly departures in the sum-
mer schedule, compared to 2,278
in the same period last year,
showing an apparent 89.20%
increase. However, this signifi-
cant jump reflects the absorp-
tion of Vistara's operations fol-
lowing the merger of the two air-
lines completed in late 2024,
rather than organic growth.

Vistara, which operated 2,324
weekly departures in the sum-
mer schedule 2024, no longer
appears in the 2025 schedule as

its operations have been fully
integrated into Air India. When
considering the combined oper-
ations of both airlines in 2024
(4,602 weekly departures), Air
India’s 2025 schedule actually
represents a 6.35% decrease in
total flights post-merger.

Air India Express, which will
operate under the same owner-
ship group as Air India, showsa
substantial increase of 38.49% in
weekly departures — rising to
3,375 from 2,437 last year.

IndiGo, India’s largest carrier,
will operate 8.49% more weekly
departures this year, with 14,158
flights compared to 13,050 in
2024. This growth reinforces
IndiGo’s dominant position in
the market, commanding over
55% of the domestic capacity.

Akasa Air, India’s newest air-
line, will operate 1,089 weekly
departures this year, up from
903 last year, marking a 20.60%
increase as it continues to
expand its network across the
country. Among the smaller car-
riers, Star Air shows the strong-
est growth with a 58.31%
increase in weekly flights, rising
from 319 last year to 505 this
year, Regional carrier Fly91 will
increase its operations from just
20 weekly departures last year to
123 this summer, a 515% jump.

However, not all airlines are
expanding. SpiceJet will reduce
its flights by 25.17%, operating
1,240 weekly departures com-
pared to 1,657 in 2024, as the air-
line continues to navigate finan-
cial challenges.
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As premium demand
soars, Al downgrades
seats for employees

Neha LM Tripathi
neha.tripathi @htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Tata Air India on
Monday announced a significant
change to its staff travel policy,
mandating that all employees,
including top management and
CEO Campbell Wilson, will flyin
confirmed economy seats during
domestic work travel instead of
the previously reserved business
class seats. The policy shift
comes amid surging demand for
premium cabin space following
the Air India-Vistara merger and
will be implemented in two pha-
ses— April 1 for vice presidents
and above, and June 1 for all
other staff.

“We want to ensure that our
premium seats, both Business
and Premium Economy - for
which we are seeing huge
demand —are available for book-
ing to our customers first, dem-
onstrating a culture of customer
centricity in the new Air India,”
an Air India spokesperson told
HT. According to airline offi-
cials, demand for premium seats
has more than doubled since
Tata Group acquired the carrier
in January 2022,

The merger with Vistara,
whose 53 aircraft were the only
ones in the combined fleet with
premium economy sections, has
further intensified demand as
Air India staff also became eligi-
ble for these seats. Air India has
since inducted 14 more jets with
these premium configurations.

The announcement was com-
municated to employees via
email on Monday, specifying
that staff on duty could still be
upgraded to business or pre-
mium economy if seats remain
vacant. However, confirmation
of unoccupied seats typically
comes only 50 minutes before
departure,

Aviation expert Capt Mohan
Ranganathan offered qualified
support for the changes. “The

operating crew after heading
back need to be given a con-
firmed premium seat,” he said.
“The overall policy for staff not
travelling after or before operat-
ing a flight is fair.”

The airline is working to
expand its premium offering
across its fleet.

Of Air India’s 198 operational
aircraft, those from the A320
family currently feature only
economy and business configu-
rations. The carrier is retrofitting
27 such aircraft to introduce pre-
mium economy sections, with
one already completed. Addi-
tionally, 14 new A320Neo air-
craft with three-class configura-
tions have been inducted.

Currently, the airline offers
approximately 50,000 premium
economy seats weekly, primarily
on the 53 former Vistara A320
family aircraft now operated by
Air India post-merger. This
capacity is projected to increase
to 65,000 weekly seats once the
retrofit programme completes in
October.

A former airline official,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, pointed to another factor
contributing to premium seat
scarcity: “The airline sees a
heavy number of staff that fly to
and from Delhi for the regular
refreshment courses required by
civil aviation rules. This follows
the airline’s closure of training
centres in Mumbai and Hydera-
bad, forcing staff to fly to the air-
line's Gurugram headquarters.”

The person cited above esti-
mated that at least 1,000 weekly
seats are occupied by crew trav-
elling to Delhi for simulator
training. “Air India currently has
a little over 3,200 operating
pilots, including erstwhile Vis-
tara pilots. By implementing this
policy, the airline is undoubtedly
trying to ensure more occupancy
but at the same time being inhu-
man towards the operating
crew,” the former official added.

26 MARCH 2025
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Fleet of operational aircraft totals 680, IndiGo tops list

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive com

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines cur-
rently have 680 operational air-
craft for travellers, minister of
state for civil aviation Murlidhar
Mpohol informed Parliament on
Monday.

While replying to MP Parimal
Nathwani, Mohol gave details of
operational aircraft with the
Indian airlines.

According to government
data, the largest fleet is held by
IndiGo, with 319 aircraft cur-
rently in service, making it the
dominant player in the Indian

aviation market. Air India fol-
lows with 198 operational air-
craft, reflecting its extensive net-
work and legacy status. Other
notable players include Air India
Express with 101 aircraft, serving
mainly international routes, and
Akasa, a relatively new entrant,
with 27 aircraft.

Smaller carriers like SpiceJet
operate 19 aircraft, while
regional carrier Star Air has
eight. Just Udo Aviation, a low-
cost airline, operates two air-
craft. When asked if there were
rules of a maximum permissible
age for aircraft to be used for
passenger travel, Mohol, in his

IndiGo, with 319 aircraft in
service, has the largest fleet
currently. HT

written reply stated, “The Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has not prescribed
guidelines specifying life for an
aircraft to fly in India. Aircraft

are considered mmorﬂ}y pro-
vided the maintenance is as per
approved schedule laid down by
the manufacturer. Aircraft regis-
tered in India may operate as
long as the type certificate is
valid to the type of Aircraft and
the aircraft is under production/
maintenance support provided
by the Manufacturer for the con-
tinuous operation of the air-
craft.”

“The aircraft may be with-
drawn from operation by an
operator, in case it becomes
‘beyond economic repair’ or is
‘permanently withdrawn from
use’ due to any reason such as

spares not available,” the reply
read.

In recent years, Indian airlines
have placed significant orders
for new aireraft to expand and
modernise their fleets. The new
additions aim to improve opera-
tional efficiency, reduce fuel
consumption, and meet growing
passenger demand in the coun-
try's rapidly expanding aviation
market. Mohol also said that the
DGCA's regulations align with
international standards set by
the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) and the
European Union Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA).
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Boeing gets lifeline in deal for most expensive jet fighter ever

Sha _-.:- f
feedbad@‘.hmmuum

he 115 is entrusting its

T most expensive jet-

fighter program in his-

tory toa company that hasn't

successfully launched a com-

mercial or military aircraft in a
decade.

Boeing was selected last

trving to pull itself out of a
nose dive after aseries of safety
problems with its 737 MAX jet,
u erippling strike and six
straight annual losses. Not
only did Boeing lock down a
contract that could top $50
hillion, the deal is structured
to puarantes a profit through
the development stage of the
project—something Boeing

week by the sorely
Pentagon needs. Boe-
pentaeon  THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. 1< S
Air Force's defense

next-generation manned jet
fighter. beating out Lockheed
Martin in a move that sur-
prised Wall Street and left
Lockheed disappointed.

The Pentagon’s decision
couldn’t come at a more cri-
cial time for Boeing , whichis

business represents aroumnd
one-third of the company’s
revenue but has lost billions of
dollars over the past several
vears, while Boeing saysit has
been locked into money-los-
ing Pentagon contracts .

The new manned fighter,

n|1|m||u[ iy,

‘ | I|I l“”“-.rrn
"JJ| i

Bosing was serea:tad by the Pentagon ta bulld the Alr Force's next-
generation manned jet fighter, beating out Lockhead Martin, AP

dubbed the F-47, is designed
ti figghit with semizntonomons
drones and will have new
stealth and long-range strike
capabilities. It is the type of
sophisticated air-to-air war-

plane the Air Force says is vital
todeterring China’s military in
the decades ahead.

Boeing wasn't the olwious
choice to build the next-gen-
eration jet fighter.

“It's not the fizhter central
that it once was,” Bank of
America analyst Hon Epstein
sidofBoeing, adding that the
company would need to hire
engineers capable of pulling
off the praject.

The Boeingjet fighters cur-
rently inflight were developed
and launched before the com-
pany’s 1997 merger with rival
MeDonnell Douglas. Lock-
heed and Northrop Grumman
make the Air Foroe's mainstay
F-35 jet fighter and B-21
homber, respectively. Unlike
Lockheed, Boeing has never
before built a stealth aircrafi.
Boeing's T-7 trainerwas devel-
oped and manufactured
Jointly with Saah.

Boeing has faced delays and
glitches on many programs,

including its Alr Force One
replacement and its 777X
wide-body jet.

Delivery on the new Air
Force One is sofar behind that
Boeing told the Air Foree [ast
viear that it would likely hap-
pen after President Trump's
second term . The initial con-
tract, struck with Tromp dur-
ing his first term, called for
delivery in 2023, Frustrated
with the delays, Trump has
heen pushing fora fastertime-
limex, which Boeing Chief Exee-
utive Kelly Ortberg has said
the company istrving to meet.

TURNTO PAGE &

Boeing seeks to withdraw
guiity plea agreement=F10

Boeing gets lifeline in Pentagon deal to
build most expensive jet ﬁghter ever

FROM PAGE1

Delays dlso plague Boe-
ing's commercial business.
The 777X, designed to con-
nect the globe’s major cities,
was initially set to begin
deliveries in 2020 and now
might not fly until next year
or later. Two new 737 MAX
variants also are behind
schedule because of issues
with an anti-icing system and
heightened regulatory seru-
tiny following last year's
fuselage-panel blowout on
an Alaska Airlines Mighi.

Lockheed's own woes with
the F-35 program—including
delays, eost overruns and
desipn and software challen-
ges—probably didn't help its
case with the Pentagon, either.

Pulling out of a nose dive

Boeing's storied military
pastinchudes araft of jet fight-
ers, bombers, helicopters,
transport planes and missiles.
But inrecent vears, Boeing has
been beaten out by rivals in
several high-profile competi-
tioms for LS. government pro-
BT

The latest deal wasa contest
Boeing couldn’t afford to lose.

i

—
=
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The 777X was initially set to begin delr.renes 1n 2020 and now might
nat fly until pext year or later. arp
Thecompany spent 32 billion Neither Boeing nor the

toexpand 55t Loniscomplex | Trump  administration
where the F-47 isexpectedto | released cost estimates for the

be built, and Boe- entire program.
ing has been fly- The company The development
ing an experi- spent $2 billion phase, in 1&%1;!1
et AL L A s o
L _;-11 €HOr - St. Louis complex :;!-'“ “_I‘*:'“n es
iy defomse  VDISUREAT Ty
arm made the " ﬂpﬁtﬂdm so-called cost-
biggest invest- be built plus agreement,
ment in its his- — meaning thit the

fory Lo prepare

for the F-47 bid, Boeing's
interim defense chief Steve
Parker said.

Pentagon  will
cover Boeing's expenses, as
wellas other fiees.

Thatisa change from some

of Boeing's previous Pentagon
deals—fixed-price agreements
inwhich the company had to
swallow unexpected costs,
Ortherg, Boeing's CEQ, has
vowed to avoid such deals
going forward.

The stakes for Boeing are
high.

The jet fighter's name
appears to be a homage to
Trump, who s now serving as
the 47th U5, president. And
Trump has made the F-47 a
personal priority.

The president—who in
news conferences and on
socisl media has questioned
Boeing's competence—took
the unusual step of
announcing the F-47 con-
tract inan Oval-Office press
conference, marveling at the
technology involved in Boe-
ing's experimental version
of the aircrafl.

“There’s never been any-
thing even close to it from
speed to maneuverability to
whatitcan have to payvload.”
Trump saicl. The aircraft is
the "most advanced, most
capable. most lethal aircrafi
ever built.”

2075 DOW JOMES & CO. INC.
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Air India announces change in its staff travel policy

travel policy, mandating that all employees, including top management

and chief executive officer Campbell Wilson, will fly in confirmed
economy seats during domestic work travel instead of the previously
reserved business class seats,

The policy shift comes amid surging demand for premium cabinspace
following the Air India-Vistara merger and will be implemented in two
phases—1 April for vice presidents and above, and | June forall other staff.

“We want to ensure that our premium seats, both Business and Premium
Economy—for which we are seeing huge demand—are available for booking
to our customers first, demonsirating a culture of customer centricity in the
new Air India,” an Air India spokesperson told /T,

As per airline officials, demand for premium seats has more than doubled
since Tata Group acquired the carrier in January 2022 The announcement All employees, including top management and CED Campbell Wilsan,
was communicated to emplovees via email on Monday. MEHA LM TRIPATHI will fly in confirmed economy seats during domestic work travel.  wint

T ata Adr India on Monday announced a sisnificant change to its staff
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Narrow escape: Aircraft carrying
deputy CM misses landing at
Shimla’s Jubbarhatti Airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SHIMLA: An aircraft carry-
ing over 30 passengers, includ-
ing Himachal Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Mukesh Agni-
hotri and Director General of
Police Atul Verma, from Delhi
missed the landing spot at
Jubbarhatti Airport Monday
morning.

According to n‘erewitnesses.
the aircraft crossed the runway
and hit the studs at the edge of
the airstrip. No casualties were
reported.

The flight had taken off
from Delhi after routine checks
and engineers are inspecting
the aircraft to determine if
there was a technical glitch,
airport authorities said.

"The runway is small and
we cannot deny this fact. As
a layman, I can say that while
landing, the plane did not
touch the ground where it was
supposed to and came to the
end of the airstrip,” Agnihotri
told reporters.

"Only the airport author-

ity or the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation can tell
what happened, but I can say
that there was a problem in
landing,” he said, adding, "We
could see that the runway was
ending.”

Agnihotri said all pas-
sengers stayed on the plane
for about 20-25 minutes and
the Dharamshala flight was
cancelled.

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said he would speak to
the Civil Aviation minister to
discuss the matter. "T have been
told that the emergency brakes
had to be applied after the tyre
burst and I would speak to the
civil aviation minister in this
regard.”

Jubbarhatti Airport, situ-
ated about 15 km from the state
capital, has a 1,230-metre air-
strip and is considered one of
the most challenging airports
due to its tabletop structure,
where the runway is perched
on an elevated plateau with
steep drops on both sides.
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DGCA instructs
airlines to inform
passengers about
rights via SMS,
WhatsApp

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 24 MARCH

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has instructed all airlines
to actively inform pas-
sengers about their rights
and passenger-centric
regulations.

Airlines must share the
online link to the passen-
ger charter, available on
the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation's website, via SMS
or WhatsApp when a ticket
is booked.

This information
should be prominently
displayed on airline tickets
and websites to ensure
passengers are aware of
their rights, the DGCA
said.
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TMC ex-MP slams Air India of selling same seat to 2 passengers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 24 MARCH

Former Trinamul Congress
(TMC) Rajya Sabha MP San-
tanu Sen has slammed Air
India and the civil aviation
ministry, alleging that he was
forced to stand throughout
his flight from Mumbai to
Kolkata despitehavinga valid
ticket. Taking to the social
media, Senclaimed that despite

holding a confirmed ticket
and a valid boarding pass for
seat 15-D, he found another
passenger occupying the same
seatwhen he boarded the air-
craft.

The former MP accused
Air India of selling the same
seat to two different passengers,
causing him immense incon-
venience. ‘I was assigned seat
15-D with a valid boarding
pass. But upon boarding, I

found someone else already
sitting there. Air India sold
the same seat to two people.
Even after raising the issue,
was not provided with an
alternative seat and had to
stand throughout the journey
while the other person
remained seated,” he alleged.
Expressing his anger, Sen
lashed out at Air India and
the central government, calling
the incident “horrific.” He

criticised the airline's mis-
management and questioned
theaccountability of the author-
itiesresponsible for passenger
safety and comfort.

This complaint comes at
a time when Air India has
been facing multiple allegations
of service mismanagement
from passengers. The airline
has yet to officially respond
to the allegations made by
the former MP.
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Flight scare

B SHIMLA: An alreralt car
rying over 30 passengers,
including Himachal
Pradesh deputy chiel
minister Mukesh Agni-
hotrd, from Delhi missed
the landing spot at the
Jubbarhattl alrport on
Monday. Evewitnesses
said the plane crossed the
runway and hit the studs
at the edge of the airstrip.
The aircraft is being
inspected for technical
glitches, airport authori-
ties sakd. rm
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Airlines placed orders
for 1,359 aircraft in 2 yrs’

Tinmes News Networe

Gandhinagar: Airlines in
India placed orders for a total
of 1359 new air-
craft in 2023 and
| 2024. OF these,
989 aireraft or-
ders were pla-
ced in 2023 and
360 in 2024, the
Union govt in-
formed the Rajya Sabha du-
ring the ongoing par-
liament session.

In response to a
question by Rajya
Sabha member Parimal
Nathwani, Union minister

of stateforcivilaviation Mur-

lidhar Mohol said that cur-
rently, 680 aircraft are opera-
tional for passenger travel

RS DATA

and 133 are grounded, spread
across various airlines. The
minister said in his reply that
there are 105 aircraft over 15
vears old, and out of these, 43
belong to Air India and 37 to
Air India Express. Amongst
the 680 operational aircraft,
319 belong to InterGlobe Avia-
tion Ltd (IndiGo), 198 belong to
Air India, 100 are of Air India
Express, and the rest are spre-
ad across other airlines,

In his reply the
Union minister said
that the largest num-
ber of aircraft orders
were placed by IndiGo: 500 in
2023 and 40 in 2024 plus 30 firm
orders for A350 aireraft. The
second-highest ordersin these
two vears combined were pla-
ced by Air India.
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5 cheetahs wander
out of Kuno, get
pelted with stones

Bhopal: Five cheetahs, a
mother and its eubs, wan-
dered out of Kuno National
Park to check out their sur-
roundings and ran into
stone-pelting humans on
Monday Foresters are try-
ing to counsel villagers that
cheetahs pose no harm to
them, reports P Naveen.
There are 17 cheetahs in
Kuno's wild, including 11 In-
dia-born cubs. Cheetahs are
curious animals, known to
range far and free. The ones
that went on a stroll this
time were Jwala and its four
cubs who were released
from enclosures on Feb 21
They were resting in the
shadeof treesnear Sheopur-
Gwalior railway tracks
when they saw a herd of
calves and a bunch of hu-
mans, Word of the cheetah
sighting spread quickly, and
scoresof villagers arrived.
‘Watched by their mother,
the cubs began circling the
herd. The cattle broke and
rar, even as the men started
hollering at the cheetahs to
shoo them away The cubs
charged after two calves
and brought down one. So-
cial media videos showed
villagers running towards
the cheetahs and hurling
sticks and stones at them,
The sudden attack
caused the cubs and their
mother to abandon the hunt
and run back into the forest.
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Come April I, Air India top
brass to ﬂy in economy

@Jtnmesaﬂndna com

New Delhi: Passengers on
yet-to-be-improved Air India
(AD don't exactly feel like a
“Maharaja” or royalty on its
old planes, Neither will the
airline brass, at least on do-
mestic flights. The airline
hasdecided that from Aprill,
the default class of domestic
travel for all its staff, inclu-
ding top management like
the CEQ, will be economy.

Only if 50 minutes prior
to departure, any premium
economy or business class
seats on that flight remain
unsold, will the brass be up-
graded to premium economy
(PY) and business class, said
several officials. For senior
pilots, this policy will come
intoeffect from June 1.

Keen to be seen as a pre-
mium airline, Al wants the
premium seats to be fully av-
ailable for paying passeng-
ers and not be blocked thro-
ugh pre-booking by senior
employees. “After privatisa-

CUSTOMER FIRST

tion, Al has seen the sale of
premium seats double. We
want the best seats to be avai-
lable for our paving custo-
mers. From next month, even
theairline CEOwill be upgra-
ded to PY or business on a do-
mestic light only if thereare
vacant seats in those classes
50 minutes before departure
time,” an official said,

The move comes as Al.on
which Tatas are spending bil-
lions of dollars to make it a
world class airline with a pre-
mium image, is bettinghigon
the successful PY cabin of
erstwhile Vistara, which
merged into Al last Nov.

‘Fiftv-three Airbus A320
family planes of ersiwhile
Vistara have 24 PY seats
each. Sixteen A3J20 family
planes of Al have so far gota
similar PY cabin. And 25 mo-
relegacy A320s of Al will get
the same by this Oct follo-
wing a cabin retrofit, As of
now, we offer 50,000 PY seats
per week on 39 domestic rou-
tes. This number will increa-
se to over 65,000 by Oct,” said
anofficial.

After taking over Al & Al
Express in Jan 2022, the Ta-
tas have announced a $400
million cabin retrofit pro-
gramme for the legacy fleet.
Due to global supply chain
constraints leading to issues
like replacement seats being
available at a much slower
than initially estimated pa-
ce, that work is taking much
longer. While the entire lega-
cy narrow body fleet is ex-
pected to be revamped by
this Oct, the wide body fleet
of old Boeing 777 and B787s
will take 2-3 vears to shed off
their sheddy past.
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