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RAM MOHAN,
KISHAN REVIEW
AIRPORT
PROJECTS

HYDERABAD, FEB. 24

Union minister G Kish-
an Reddy and civil avia-
tlon minister K. Ram
Mohan Naidu conducted
indepth review of the
progress of work at the
alrport projects at \War-
angal, Adilabad and Ped-
dapalli. Kishan Reddy
sald they have directed
officials to resolve adm-
inistrative or technical
issues immediately and
ensire ongoing airport
projects on  schedule
without delays.

For the Warangal air-
port, %53 acres of land
were acquired and the
construction of the
2,500-metre-long runway
would commence soon.
The DPR, design, and
scope of work [nalisa-
tion was in advanced
stages, and the airport
would be inavguration
in June, At the Adilabad
airport, land acquisition
was pending and it was
decided to make use of
existing defence min-
istry land for runway
under joint usage policy
The civil aviation and
defence ministries have
to Mnalise guidelines.

With regard to the
Peddapalli airport,
about 980 acres of land
was identified and the
AAT was conducting fea-
sibility study, Kishan

dv said. These air-
ports aim to boost air
connectivity, attract inv-
estments, drive industri-
al growth, and create
employment in Telang-
ana. The Centre reaf-
firmed Mull support for
enhancing the state's
aviation infrastructure,
Kishan Reddy said.

» FOR THE Warangal
airport, 953 acres of land
were acquired and the
construction of the
2,500-metre-long runway
would commence soon.
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Rearrange Indian Alrport Slots

Amit Bardhan
]

Airportslots are among the most val-
uable assets in commercial aviation.
A slotis theright to take off orlandat
a specific airport on a particular date
and time. Airlines must request slots
months in advance from slot coordi-
nators, and final approvals involve
AAland DGCA.

Slots are scarce, especially at conges-
ted airports (level-3) where demand
exceeds capacity. Slot availability de-
pends on infrastructure constraints,
including runway capacity, taxiways,
terminal throughput and ground
handling resources. These constra-
ints cannot berelaxed at any time. At
airports such as Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru, demand far exceeds sup-
ply. Airlines seek slots at these hubs
because they are revenue-critical, and
prime-time slots are valuable. Expec-
tedly, airlines compete aggressively to
secure them,

Slot coordinators prepare draft
schedules in consultation with airli-
nes and other stakeholders. Yet,
opacity persists at key conflict points.
The system is designed to manage
congestion, not to optimise network-
level outcomes or align with strategic
national priorities. For instance:

P Single focus Slot utilisation is tra-
cked at the airportlevel (number of
landings and take-offs). But network-
level efficiency —how slots contribu-
te to connectivity, competition or re-
gional access—is neither measured
nor published. The system optimises
airport-level throughput, not national
connectivity This limits the ability of
policymakers and airlines to coordi-
nate or optimise strategically:

P Grandfathering Slot allocation is
guided by a priority rule known as
‘grandfathering’. Incumbent airlines
retain their slots if they use atleast
80% of them in the previous season.
While this provides stability; it also
entrenches incumbents. Grandfath-
eringactsasabarrier to entry. New
entrants struggle to secure prime-
time slots, even though policies
nominally encourage competition.

Now and then, additional slots
become available through airport
expansion or airline exits, such as
after GoAir’s collapse. But new airli-
nes often lack the aircraft, crews or
capital to deploy capacity quickly,
allowing large incumbents to capture
these slots. Consequently, at Delhi and
Mumbali, IndiGo holds roughly half
of all domesticslots.

Most of the 717 domestic airport slots
IndiGorelinquished in January —
after the DGCA directive requiringa
10% reduction in the airlines’ winter
schedule due to operational disrup-

non-prime or ‘red-eye’ slots. This partly
explains why other airlines have
shown little interest in acquiring them.

Mnre elhnw room for more BII'lII"I'ES

Capacity constraints, such as av-
ailability of aircraft and pilots, also
limit their ability torespond. The
current slot allocation framework does
little to encourage competition. More
competition is beneficial for fares,
service quality and innovation. But
slot governance mechanisms in India
donot actively promote it. In practice,
they reinforce market concentration.

Gol's UDAN scheme aims to expand
regional connectivity by subsidising
and incentivising flights to under-
served airports. While UDAN has had
some success, its strategic integration
with slot policy has been limited.
Many UDAN airports, especially in
northern and western India, have
underperformed.

Passengers prefer flights connecting
through major hubs, and regional
airlines operating smaller aircraft
require multiple slots at congested
airports to build viable networks.
Without priority access to hub slots,
regional connectivity remains struc-
turally disadvantaged.

In much of Europe, market mecha-
nisms are allowed to play arole, with
slots traded, creating price signals
about scarcity and value. These
mechanisms have their ownrisk fora

developing country like India. In
China, the government exercises
tighter control to enforce its strategic
vision through slot allocation.

In India, slot allocation is centrally
controlled, and stakeholder coordina-
tion conferences are held twice a year
to serve as consultative forums. Yet,
these mechanisms have limited capaci-
ty to promote competition or incorpo-
rate long-term strategic vision. India
must re-evaluate its approach to slot
governance. This could involve imple-
menting market-driven solutions,
reinforcing competitive protections,
incorporating regional connectivity
goals, or iIncreasing the clarity surro-
unding network usage.

Navi Mumbai International Airport
and Noida’s Jewar International
Airport offer arare policy window to
reset slot governance. As theseair-
ports become fully operational,
incumbent large airlines such as
IndiGo should be encouraged to shift
aportion of their operationsfrom
Mumbai and Delhi, respectively.

Slots vacated at the legacy airports
could then be prioritised for new
entrants and regional carriers. Such a
rebalancing would ease congestion at
existing hubs while lowering entry
barriers for smaller airlines, thereby
strengthening competition and
regional connectivity. Without delibe-
rate policy intervention, however, the
risk is that incumbents will replicate
their dominance at the new airports.

The writer is professor; Faculty of Manage-
ment Studies, University of Delhi
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DELHI AIRPORT'S 3RD
RUNWAY SHUT FOR
REPAIRS TILL MAY 25

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGI) will
shut one of its runways for
nearly three months starting
February 25 to undertake major
rehabilitation work, according to
a Notice to Air Missions
(NOTAM) issued by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) on
Wednesday.

The NOTAM, which kicked in
at 12am on Thursday, said run-
way 29L/11R will be shut from
February 25 to May 25. “The clo-
sure may be extended if needed,”
an official said. P4
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Delhi airport to close
runway 291/11R for 3
months for upgrades

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport (IGI)
will shut one of its runways for
nearly three months starting
February 26 to undertake
major rehabilitation work,
according to a Notice to Air
Missions (NOTAM) issued by
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT) on Wednesday.

The NOTAM, which came
into effect at 12am Thursday,
stated that runway 29L/11R will
remain closed for landings and
take-offs from 1830 UTC on
February 25 (12am IST on Feb-
ruary 26) until 1830 UTC on
May 25, 2026 (12am IST on May
26).

“The closure may be
extended if needed,” an official
familiar with the matter said.

The rehabilitation pro-
gramme will include resurfac-
ing the runway, constructing a
new rapid exit taxiway and
installing a new instrument
landing system (ILS). In a state-
ment issued in January, Delhi
International Airport Ltd

(DIAL}, which operates IGI Air-
port, said the runway - com-
missioned in 2008 - requires
strengthening and upgrades to
enhance safety, operational
resilience and future capacity.

While the runway has
undergone routine mainte-
nance and minor rehabilitation
in 2017, DIAL said rising air
traffic, increased operational
intensity and natural ageing
have made comprehensive
repairs necessary. The work
was initially scheduled to begin
on February 16 but was
deferred due to the Al Summit,
which invelved VVIP move-
ments, including visiting heads
of state.

During the closure, more
than 15 taxiways will also
remain unavailable, according
to the NOTAM. Additional tem-
porary procedures have been
issued to assist air traffic con-
trollers in safely managing traf-
fic.

Runway 09/27 will continue
to be reserved for VVIP, state,
defence and designated sched-
uled civil flights during this
period, officials said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

LUCEINOW

25 FEBRUARY 2026

Cabinet clears civil
enclave at Srinagar
airport for 31,677 crore

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the
expansion of the civil
enclave at the Srinagar
International Airport at an
estimated cost of 1,677
crore, The expansion of the
civil enclave will mark a
major milestone in strength-
ening aviation infrastruc-
ture and connectivity in the
Kashmir Valley. Generally, a
civil enclave refers to the
area allotted at an airport
belonging to any armed
force for commercial flights.

"The project scope also

73.8 acres, will feature a
state-of-the-art terminal
building spanning 71,500
square meters, including
20,659 square meters of
existing structure. The
terminal building will be
designed to serve 2,900 pas-
sengers during peak hours
and an annual capadty of 10
million passengers per
annum (MPPAJ

“The expanded apron will
accommodate 15 aircraft
parking bays, including 1
wide-hody (Code E} (9 exist-
ing and 6 proposed), while
the 3.658m X 45m runway
continues to be operated
by the |AF. The project will

includes the construction of
barracks for security
personnel. "Operated by
the Airports Authority of
India within the Budgam
Airbase of the Indian Air
Force (IAF), the airport, des-
ignated as an international
airport in 2005, is located
approximately 12 km from
Srinagar city,” according to
a press release.

The decision taken at the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Marendra
Modi, was announced by
Information & Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
at a briefing in the
national Capital.

It was also the first time
that the Cabinet meeting
was held at the Prime
Minister's new office,
“Seva Teerth'. The new civil
enclave project, spread over

alsoinclude the construction
of multi-level car parking
facility for 1,000 cars,” the
release said.

According to the release,
the project is expected to sig-
nificantly boost tourism and
economic growth by improv-
ing connectivity to iconic
dattractions, including Dal
Lake, Shankaracharya
Temple, and the Mughal
Gardens, thereby generating
employment opportunities,
stimulating investment, and
reinforcing Srinagar's posi-
tion as a premier tourist and
economic destination.

The civil enclave will have
various features such as
advanced water harvesting
systems, maximised natural
lighting to reduce energy
consumption, and the use of
locally-sourced eco-friendly
materials to minimize the
carbon footprint
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India-Europe cargo links
to take off as Bengaluru &
Frankfurt airports tie up

—
Our Bureau
Bengalury

Kempegowda Internarional
Airport, Bengaluru, and
Frankfurt Airport have
signed a memorandum of
understanding to enhance
cargo connectivity  with
Europe. The agreement was
signed during the three-day
Ajr Cargo India that started
in Mumbai on Wednesday.

The parmership will focus
on trade lane analytics, di-
gital corridor development,
pharma standards and know-
ledge exchange. The aimis to
improve  visibility, reduce
dwell times and ensure pre-
dictable service levels for
cargo stakeholders.

Girish Nair, Chief Operat-
ing Officer, Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport, said,
“This partnership reflects a
strategic shift toward build-
ing more integrated and
data-led cargo corridors

between India and Europe.™
Investments in infrastruc-
ture, technology and collab-
oration  would  enable
streamlined, scalable trade
lanes for transporting high-
value, time-sensitive cargo.
Alexander Laukenmann,
Senior Executive Vice Pres-
ident Aviation at Fraport AG,
gaid, “The partnership rep-
resents the creation of a ro-
bust bridge berween two key
cargoand economic hubs.”
The agreement follows
the conclusion of the EU-In-
dia free trade agreement

(FTA).
Kempegowda  Interna-
tional Airport  handled

5,20,985 tonnes of cargo in
2025. It also served over
4382 million passengers
during the vear.

Frankfurt Airport handled
abour 2.1 million tonnes of
cargo in 2025 and 63.2 mil-
lion passengers.

(wvith inpiuts frosm intern Tejaswini 5)
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Civil Enclave for

Srinagar airport

SHASHI BHUSHAN | DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

The Union Cabinet on Tue-
sday approved the develop-
ment of the Civil Enclave at
Srinagar International Air-
port at an estimated cost of
#1,677 crore. The expansion
will strengthen aviation
infrastructure and connec-
tivity in the Kashmir Valley.

In a statement the govern-
ment said, “The project sco-
pe also includes the con-
struction of barracks for
security personnel. Oper-
ated by the Airports Auth-
ority of India within the
Budgam Airbase of the Ind-
ian Air Force (IAF), the air-
port designated as an inter-
national airport in 2005, is
located approximately 12 km

from Srinagar eity”

The new Civil Enclave
project, spread over 73.18
acres, will feature a state-of-
the-art terminal building
spanning 71,500 square
meters (including 20,659
square meters of existing
structure), designed to serve
2,900 passengers during
peak hours and an annual
capacity of 10 million pas-
sengers per annum (MPPA).

The expanded apron will
accommaodate 15 aircraft pa-
rking bays including one
widebody (Code E) (9 exist-
ing and 6 proposed) , while
the 3,658m x 45m runway
continues to be operated by
the IAF. The project will also
include the construction of
a multi-level car parking
facility for 1,000 cars.
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Rs 2.8-crore hydroponic ganjaseized at B'luru airport

BENGALURU, DHNS: Customs
officials at the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
seized about 8 kg of hydropon-
ic ganjaworth Rs 2.8 crore.
Officials found the illicit
substance while checking the
luggage of a passenger who
had arrived from Bangkok.
Sources said the estimated

value of the seized drugs was
Rs2.8crore.

In another case, 900 grams
of ganja was recovered from
a passenger who had arrived
from Hong Kong, with an esti-
mated value of around Rs 31.5
lakh.

Officials said both passen-
gers had concealed the ganja

in their luggage and brought
it into the country by air.
Police stated that cases had
been registered against the
suspects under the NDPS Act
and investigations were un-
derway. Airport security per-
sonnel and customs officials
carried out a joint operation
based onintelligence inputs.
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M’luruairport
wins service
quality award

MANGALURU, DHNS: Air-
ports Council Internation-
al (ACI) World has named
Mangaluru international
airport the winner of 2025
airport service quality
award for best Airportat
arrivals—globally.

The ASQ Awards are
regarded as aviation
industry’s most credible
measure of customer sat-
isfaction, based entirely on
real-time passenger feed-
back collected through
ACTI'sindependently
administered survey,

Thisis the second con-
secutive year thatithas
secured the global arrivals
distinction.
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RAGHAVENDRA BAMATH
Mumbal, February 25

F MUMBAI HAS long been
nidia's fmancial capital, Pamrel
5 fast becomling its property
m‘pital-:n-mi‘! i'“E'

PFropelled by the opera-
honalisationof the Mavi Mum-
bai [nternational Airport and
the connect ity oot from the
Mumbai Trans Harbour Link,
he once- sdeepy suburb about
4 km from south Mumbai has
nermed red hot. Inthe pastthee
pears, Pamel has clocked the
sharpest residential price rise
n the entire Mumbai Metro-
politan Keglon (MMR), sig-
nalling a decisive shift in the
ity s prowth axis,

According  to  Anarocdk
Research , apartment prices in
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Pricessurge over 50%inthree years oninfra push, developer rush and aviation-led demand

Panvel takes flight as airport turns it into realty’s hottest runway

Panvel hawe umped ower 5 3%
— [ ot B8, 800 persq ftat
the ondof 202 2o ¥1.3,500per
sq ft by end-2025. In 2025
alone, pricesrase 1 1% year-on
year, with a further 5-79%
uptickafier the arport became
operationallast October, Anuj
Puri,chairmanof Anamck PFrop
erty Consultants, said. Even
parts aof cone Navl Mumba have
lagged this pace, Pun said.
What makes Fanvel differ-
ent is not just prodamity - the
alirport Bes barely 10 lomn aveay —
but planning. Lar ge swathes fall
underthe NaviMumbaiAiport
Inflsence Mortified Area
{NAINA), the state povernment’s
ambitious “Third Mumbai®,
beng developed by City amd
Induserial Development Corpo-
mtion mver 371 sqlm asamas

AMLL PUR,
CHAAMAN, ANAROCE
PROPERTY COMSULTANTS

This quick rise in ,

value shows that * #
$-

there is a lot of
demand from

both end users
and investors

!rr—pl’.ﬂnnrdl.lrh.‘lnenﬂui:ll:l.
The infrastructume story has
guickdy transkated intoa pracing
story. Plot rates have apprec
ated d0-50% in the same
perind,  reflecting robust

demand from both end-users

and investors. Aviation-Enked
howsing deemand hasadded fus-
ther momentum. In a telling
skgn of confidence, the alrport
opemtortook 405 mady apart

HERAN.JAN HIRANANDAMNL
ML HiRANANDAMI GROUP

When we
launched the pro-
ject in Panvel, we
were the only big
developer.Now
there are six
such devel-

opers

ments on leave and licence at
Wadhwa Group's project in Pan-
vel last year, with an option to
Iy later.

Developers, predictably,
have followed the rumeay lighits

Heavyweights such as Godrej
Properties, Himnandan Group,
Adani Group and Embassy
Groupane expanding theirfoot -
Finl Jpoired l'l-r aclutch of mad-
tier brands sensing the next
growth fronticr, Brtween 2022
and 2025, devalo perslaunchad
34,390 residential ungsinfan
wel, with peak supply in 202 3
adearvote ofeoniidence bn sus-
tained demand

The Hiranandani Groug,
which entered early,isplanning
an eduction hub and restden-
tialcomplecwithin its 500-aoe
township, undemcoring how
the narmire hasmoved beyond
speculative buying to ccosys
tem-building.

To'be sume, Panvel ismot alone
in dding the property upeycle.
Mumbai andThane have seen

prices rise about 4 ¥% over the
ST I!|!||:1:E-5.r|.-.:1| pﬂiurl. But
Fanvel's sharper surpe — cou
pled with nfrastrocture-led
trandormation — marks it out
a the region’s new hotspot.
Developers ame gung ho
about the area. "There is a huge
1m|:|r|:rwmmr'|r| mdrast mectune
and connectivitytoParwvel,'said
Niranjan Hiranandanl, manag-
ing director of Hiranandani
group. "When we launc bed the
project in Parvel, we were the
only big developer Now them
aresix such developers;'he sad.
Aditya Virwand at Embassy
gmllp.-nidinlhrml'l:ipnlinn of
the airport and other develop
ments arownd i, prices have
doubled in the last 18 months

Continved on Page 18

Panvel takes

flightas airport
becomes realty's

hottest runway

YETCAUTION TEMPERS the
cuphona Vivek Rathi, National
Director- Research, Knight
Frank india, pontxout thata
signifimnt portion of the
|nrrmh1|r|:ur|.-prr.-m mimi may
already be priced in. Future
gabns will likely be steadier,
contingent on timely execu
tion of profects and sustalned
atsorption,

For now, howsevee, the dipec-
tion of travel is unmistakable
As the airport draws airlines,
logstics players and allied
industres, Panvel s shedding
ity p¢nphrr.1| tag What was
ance theedgeof Mumbal ks fast
hrcnm:nﬂ ity new centre of
gravity — a suburb finding its
s juist aut b planes take off.
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AISATS to invest 34,458 crore
in Jewar alrport pro;ects

Singapore/Lucknow

NEW DELHI
—_—

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has slgned a memaran-
dum of understmnding with
AISATS winvest Rs 4458 crore
in two major aviation service
projects at Nolda International
Airport and  also  with
Singapore Cioperation
Enterprise for strengthening
institutional capacity, policy
frameworls, and ecosystem
development in the state, offi-
cials said.

The agreement was signed
during Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath’s ongoing visit to
Singapore, marking a key
imvestment outcome on the
second day of the tour aimed
at attracting global capital o
Uttar Pradesh.

Under the Moll, AISATS
will develop an advanced
cargo campus and a world-

class air catering kitchen at the
upcoming international air-
port in Jewar, located in
Gautam Buddh Nagar district.
UP CM Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday sald the state has
received investment proposals
worth Rs 1 lakh crore during
his ongoing visit to Singapore,
and MoUs worth Rs 60,000
crore have already been
signed. “Since Monday, Uttar
Pradesh recelved investment
proposals worth Rs 1 lakh
crove during the Singapore
visit. Till now, MoUs worth Rs
60000 crore have been
signed,” he said.
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Govt okays metro between 2 intl airports, to fund 40%

Metro Line 8

MUMBAI

' Total Length: 35Kkm

9.25km 24.64km
Underground | Elevated

NAVI
MUMBAI

Estimated cost:

{22,862 crore

40% Viability Gap Funding (VGF)

»20% central government Total stations: 20
= 20% Maharashtra government 6 Underground, 14 Hevated
56.72% private concessionaire | 30.7 hectares

3% NMIA (2564 crore) of land to be acquired

Saurabha Kulshreshtha

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The state govern-
ment on Tuesday issued an
order approving the construc-
tion of Metro Line 8, a 34.9-km
high-speed corridor to connect
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA)
and Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) at an
estimated cost of 322 862.07
crore. The project will be devel-
oped under the Design, Build,
Finance, Operate and Transfer
(DBFOT) Iramework with a
40% Viability Gap Funding
(VGF). VGF is a government
mechanism to provide linan-

cial grants to support economi-
cally essential but commer-
cially unviable Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) infrastruc-
ture projects.

The urban development
department has issued a gov-
ernment resolution (GR) stat-
ing that the City and Industrial
Development Corporation
(CIDCO) will execute the
project under the PPP model.
The central government and
Maharashtra government will
each contribute 20% of the VGF
or ¥ 3,446 crore per head. The
private concessionaire will
bear 56.72% of the total cost,
which will amount to 39,773
crore, while NMIA will contrib-
ute ¥564 crore. The order

states that the state will not
provide a sovereign guarantee
for loans raised by the conces-
sionaire or CIDCO.

Metro Line 8 will comprise
20 stations, including 14 ele-
vated and six underground
ones. Of the total 34.9-km
alignment, 25.09 km will be
elevated while 9.8 km will run
underground. The corridor is
expected to significantly
decongest key routes between
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai,
including the Sion-Panvel high-
way and Atal Setu, the Sewri-
to-Nhava Sheva sea link. Since
the first phase of the Navi
Mumbai airport began opera-
tions on December 25, 2025,
the state government has

undertaken the metro link as a
Vital Urban Transport Project’
to ensure seamless airport-to-
airport connectivity. This
metro line is expected to
reduce travel time between the
two international airports.
Construction of the metro link
is scheduled to begin in June
2026, with completion targeted
for May 2031 A 27.2-hectare
metro car depot will be devel-
oped at Mandale on forest land
for operations and mainte-
nance. Operational projections
indicate that trains will run ata
frequency of every 5.32 min-
utes during the initial phase in
2031. This frequency is
expected to improve to every
3.02 minutes by 2061
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{ FROM IFFCO CHOWK } CONNECTING DELHI'S IGI AND JEWAR AIRPORTS

Haryana clears RRTS link from Ggm to Noida

Abhishek Behl
abhishek behl@hindwstantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The Haryana gov-
ernment on Wednesday
announced that it has approved
the final alignment of the RRTS
corridor connecting Gurugram,
Faridabad, Noida and Greater
Noida. The 64km route, of which
52km are in Haryana, will pro-
vide connectivity between IGI
Airport in Delhi and the upcom-
ing Jewar airport in Greater
Noida. Addressing the assembly,
Haryana chief minister Nayab
Singh Saini said the corridor will
start from Iffco Chowk in Guru-
gram, follow the Faridabad-
Gurugram road and enter Fari-
dabad at Badkhal Chowk.

A meeting to discuss the pro-
posed alignment was held in
Chandigarh on Tuesday in which
the Iffco Chowk alignment was
approved, said senior officials.

“This RRTS corridor will con-
nect the Delhi Metro, Rapid
Metro, and Gurugram Metro
corridors. The DPR will be pre-
pared soon, and this corridor
will prove to be a significant step

towards investment and emplay-
ment in the state,” said Saini in
the assembly.

The alignment approved by
the state will kick off from the
proposed Iffco Chowk RRTS sta-
tion of the Delhi-Bawal corridor
and traverse southwards, pass-
ing through the Sector 29 road
and then along the median of Dr
BR Ambedkar Marg. It will turn
eastward towards Ghata Chowk
from the Dr BR Ambedkar Marg
intersection. After crossing
Ghata Chowk. the alignment will
run along the Gurugram-Farida-
bad Road.

According to details shared by
Gurugram MP and Union minis-
ter of state Rao Inderjit Singh,
the RRTS alignment in Guru-
gram will be integrated with the
meiro line proposed between
Golf Course Extension Road and
Sector 5. As per the plan, Hary-
ana will also extend the Guru-
gram Rapid Rail for one kilome-
tre to integrate it with the RRTS
corridor at Sector 61. “The pro-
posed alignment will also have
integrated RRTS-cum-metro
operation in the Gurugram area,

for which two integrated RRTS-
cum-metro stations and six
metro only stations have been
mooted,” the proposal said.

The proposed RRTS align-
ment will run from Siddharth
Vihar in Ghaziabad to Noida
International Airport via Char
Murti Chowk, Knowledge Park 5,
Surajpur, Alpha-1 and Yamuna
City sectors 18 and 21 It will inte-
grate with the Delhi-Meerut
RRTS and Red Line in Ghazia-
bad, the Aqua Line at Char Murti
Chowk and Alpha-1, and the pro-
posed Gurugram-Faridabad-
Noida RRTS at Surajpur, while
directly linking to airport termi-
nals and a planned high-speed
rail. The earlier DPR for this spe-
cific stretch estimates travel time
between IGI Terminal 3 and
Jewar Airport could drop to
60-70 minutes.

An NCRTC spokesperson said
different options for alignment
were discussed on Tuesday dur-
ing a meeting with Saini in Chan-
digarh. “we are finalising the
DPR. A detailed discussion was
held on finalising the align-
ment,” the spokesperson said.
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BSRTC bus service for Nepalese
citizens to reach Purnea airport

Aditya Nath Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PURNEA: The Bihar State Road
Transport Corporation
(BSRTC) has launched two bus
services from the India-Nepal
border to facilitate Nepalese
citizens travelling to Purnea
Airport. The initiative comes
amid continued concerns over
poor road connectivity to the
airport, which has remained a
major hurdle since its inaugu-
ration on September 15 last
year.

Despite connectivity challen-
ges, Purnea Airport has
recorded impressive passenger
footfall. Within just five
months of commencing opera-
tions, more than one lakh pas-
sengers have availed them-
selves of air services.

BSRTC regional manager
Prateek Kumar shared the bus
schedule with media persons.
“Two buses are operating
between Purnea Airport and
Jogbani in Araria district on
the India-Nepal border,” he
said.

The first bus departs from
the airport at 9:45 am and the
second at 2:45 pm. From Jog-
bani, buses leave for the airport
at 6:30 am and 2:30 pm daily.

Currently, Purnea Airport
offers direct connectivity to
major hubs such as Kolkata,
Delhi, Ahmedabad, and Hyder-
abad. Flight operations are pri-
marily managed by IndiGo and
Star Air. In addition to passen-
gers from Purnea and neigh-
bouring districts such as Kati-
har, Araria, Kishanganj, Mad-
hepura, Saharsa, and Supaul

(Seemanchal and Kosi regions),
travellers from Malda and Rai-
ganj in West Bengal, as well as
a significant number of Nepa-
lese citizens, regularly use the
airport’s services.

However, commuters con-
tinue to face difficulties reach-
ing the airport.

“We have been facing an
uphill task to reach the airport
on time, as a single-lane road
coupled with frequent traffic
jams is a major hurdle,” a bus
driver told media, emphasizing
the urgent need for a four-lane
road. He also did not rule
out delays under the existing
conditions.

Highlighting the issue of
poor road connectivity, RTI
activist Vijay Kumar Shrivas-
tava claimed that direct flights
to Mumbai, Bangalore, and
Guwahati have not yet com-
menced due to inadequate road
infrastructure.

He further alleged “step

motherly treatment” in the
development and expansion of
Purnea Airport.

Citing a response obtained
through an RTI application, he
said that the executive engineer
of the road division in Purnea
had stated that construction
work would begin only after
approval from the competent
authority. He expressed disap-
pointment over what he
described as the government's
dilly-dallying approach.

Recently, Dilip Jaiswal,
Bihar's industries and road
construction minister who
hails from the Seemanchal
region, told media persons that
he would raise the issue with
senior authorities and ensure
that road connectivity to the
airport is improved.

However, locals alleged that
the Purnea region has long suf-
fered from a leadership crisis,
resulting in continued neglect
and underdevelopment.

qu:

Engagement of professional(s) for the following post(s) /
discipline(s) through interview only

RITES LIMITED

(A Govi. of India Enterprise)
Shikhar, Plot No.1, Sector-29, Gurgaon-122001

VC No. Individual Consultant | No. of | Payment for Tentative
(IC) Posts | Discipline |Post(s)| services Schedule of
¥ pm.) |Selection Process
YPI24-RaI25 Team Leader o1 | 160000~ | Date:t1™ —12°
YPIZ5-R3/25 | Shuchre Enginear | 01| 1,50,000- Mﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁfg :
YP/26-R3/25 | Sr. Quality cum Matenial | 03 | 1,00,000- In-person
Engineer
YPI32-R2125 QA/OC Expert 03 | 100,000 |(Lastdatetoapply
YPI0226 | Conlract Er;rnagement 01 | es5p00- | 107 March 2026)
e

For complete details, candidates may refer the detailed adverisement posted on
RITES website www.rites.com under Career Section.




Corporate Communications Directorate

HITHT
AIRPORTS AUTHORI

MINT

DELHT

26 FEBRUARY 2026

New airports under UDAN
scheme fall to nine-year low

e
abshi shek | swififi vesmin L com
NEW DELHI

ith just a month lefi

inthe financial year,

Inadizs has operation-
alized only fowr airporis under
its regional air conmectivity
scheme Udan—the lowest
nurnberadded i singshe fiscal
year since the programme
began nine years gro.

Huowever, the civil aviation
mindstry dended that there was
any loss in momentum.

Udan (U'de desh ka aam
ragrii was central Lo the gov
erument's push toexpand v
ticen beyond the ke cities and
muake air travel accessibde and
affordable. This vear, airporis
ab Amravati in Maharashira,
Purnea in Bihar and Datia and
Satmain Madhyva Pradeshwene
made operational. Datia has
already turned non-opera
ticnal after regional airline Fly
Bigr suspended services. Satna
feumne no bidders oroperions,
according to minister of state
foraviation Murlidhar Mobhol's
respoase in Parfizment.

Satna airpor was virloally
inaugrurated om 3 May 20025 by

Cnly four Udan airparts have
been added in FY26. (]

Prime Minister Narendm Modi
along with Datia. But it was
takenoff the UDAN list submit
ted in Parliament in February.

In FY18, I airports, includ
ing heliports, were connected
under Uidan, folbowed by 18in
FY 19, Fourteen airports wene
inrrurated i FY 20, During
the pandemic, nine airports
each were operationalized in
FY21 and FY22. Fighi airporis
were added in FY23 and 10in
FY24-and sixin FY25.

The latest number fell shont
of budget expectations of
uperading L3 airports, belipors
orwater serodromes and oper
ationalizing 12 new airports

Launched in 2016, Udan
caps fares on select seats and
provides Anancial support ta
airlines to operate routes that
are cormmercially unviabale.

India developed 93 airporis
under Udan, of which 15 are
now nol operational. The
remaining 78 wirports cater o
Mights on more than G50
rosutes, maindy linking smaller
tones with metros, state capi
talsand kev business centres.

The civil aviation ministry,
responding toqueries. said the
vear-io-date pace of airport
adddditions should not bereadas
i loss of momentum.

“It reflects the changing
nure of the remaining airpon
pipeline. In the carly vears,
Udlan could unlock severml air
poris/airstrips oeeding rela
tively imited upgrades. At this
stage, the airparts in the pipe
line= ane predominantly those
reqquiring multi-agency clear
anoes, land availability resolu
tion, safety/ operational valida
ticers, and airside works hefore
they can be safely opened for
scheduled operations.” the
muinistry said in a statement.

Foran eviended version of the
atory, visit Hvermint_com
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NPGunder PM GatiShaktievaluates
Rail, Metro,and Airport projects

STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE
New Delhi, 25 February

The 109th meeting of the
Network Planning Group (NPG)
was held onat Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) to
evaluateinfrastructure projects,
The meeting focused on
enhancing multimodal
connectivity and logistics
efficiency in alignment with
the PM GatiShakti National
Master Plan (PMGS NMP).
The NPG evaluated 2 Rail
Projects, 1 Metro Project, 1
Adrport Project fortheir conformnity
to the PM GatiShakti principles
of integrated multimodal
infrastructure, last-mile
connectivity to economic and
social nodes and “Whole of
Government’ approach, as per
the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry. These initiatives are
expected to boost logistics

Uhe Statesman

Thu,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79248934 )

efficiency, reduce travel times,
and deliver significant
socio-economicbenefits tothe
catchment areas of the project.

Among the rail proposals,

theMinistryof Raibways presented
a plan for a third milway line
between Jalandhar Cantt and
Jamrmi Tawi. The 210,750 km
project, spanning Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, and Jampm
& Kashmir, will include 27
stations and traverse districts
suchas Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur,
Kangra, Pathankot, Kathua,
and Samba.

The project is aimed at
augmenting rail capacity and
strengthening connectivity
along a strategically critical
oorriddor According totherdease,
the cordor holds strategic,
economic, andsodalsign ficance,

enabling faster movement of

defence personnelandsupplies
toborder areas whileimproving
transportation of agrdcultural

26 Fébruary 2026

produce, construction materials,
and essential goods.

The NPG also evaluated a
proposed third line between
Manikpur and Itarsi,covering
518,532 kmacrossUttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh.

The alignment will pass
through districts including
Chitrakoot, Satna, Maihar, Katni,
Jabalpur, Narsinghpur, and
MNarmadapuram. The project
kexpected toenhanceopertional
capacity, improve network
resifience, and rechice congestion
on akeyeomidorlinking northemn
and central India.

In the dvil aviation sector,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
proposed the development of
aGreenfield Airport at Doloo,
Silchar, Assam, locatedadjacent
to NH-27 The project aims to
address capacity constraints
oftheexistingcivilendave and
meetgrowing regionaldemand
for air travel.

‘50,
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Airport project

B NEW DELHI: The Centre
on Tuesday approved a
#1677-crore civil enclave
project at Srinagar
alrport, Including a
T1500sqm terminal capa-
ble of handling 10 million
passengers annually. Fm
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Hisar airport cleared for night operations

DEEPENDER DESWAL
TIIHUNE NEWS SERVICE
HISAR, FEERUARY 25
In a significant boost to
aviation infrastructire in
the repion, the Airports
Authority of India {AAT)
has pranted an Instru-
ment Flight Rules (IFR)
licence to Maharaja
Agrasen Airport, enabling
it to operate flights during
night hours and under
low-visibility conditions,
According to a letter
issued by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), approval has
been accorded for amend-
ment in the aerodrome

licence issued to the AAT
for Hisar airport —
upgrading it from 4C VFR
Day operations to 4C All-
Weather Operations
{(IFR-Non Precision
Approach Runway) under
the Public Use Category.

Until now, the airport
operated under Visual
Flight Rules (VFR), per-
mitting flight landings
only during davtime and
under clear visibility con-
ditions.

With the IFR clearance,
flight services can now
operate at 4 minimum vis-
ihility of 1.200 metres and
the airport will function

round the clock.

OP Saini, Airport Direc-
tor at Hisar Airport, said
certain observations were
raised during a compre-
hensive inspeetion con-
ducted by the DGCA on
November 6-T, 2025, “The
Airports  Authority of
India. incoordination with
the Civil Aviation Depart-
ment, Harvana, has
addressed all those con-
cerns. A second detailed
compliance report was
subsequently submitted
to the DGCA  After
reviewing the detailed
report, the DGCA has
granted IFR todav,” he

informed.

Flight operations at the
Hisar airport had recently
faced frequent cancella-
tions dite to dense fog con-
ditions, With the new all-
weather capability, the
airport will also be able to
accommodate diverted
flights from nearby major
airports such as Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port and Jaipur Interna-
tional Airport during
adverse weather.

The development is
expected to strengthen
regional connectivity and
improve operational relia-
bility at the airport.
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Awlines’ losses may come down to Rs 11,000-12,000 cr next fiscal: [CRA

MUMBAI Feb 24: Indian air-
lines are expected to reduce loss-
es to an estimated Rs 11,000-
12,000 crore next fiscal from a
projected Rs 17,000-18,000 crore
this financial year, ratings agency
ICRA said on Tuesday, even as it
mantamed a “stable outlook” for
the domestic aviation industry.

ICRA also estimates the do-
mestic air passenger traffic to
grow by 6-8 per cent and touch
175-179 million passengers in
FY2026-27.

ICRA, in December 2025, had
revised its domestic air passenger
growth estimates to 0-3 per cent
for the current financial year from
4-6 per cent envisaged earlier.

The international air passenger
traffic growth for Indian carmiers is
expected to remain relatively
stronger, aided by low base effect,
expanding e-visa/visa-on-arrival
coverage, and the Central govern-
ment’s focus on developing theme-

based and 1comic tourist destina-
tions, the ratings agency said.

ICRA said the international air
passenger traffic 1s seen growing
at 7-9 per cent for this financial
year and 8-10 per cent next year,
and added that the current fiscal
year has seen a period of modest
domestic air passenger traffic
growth due to cross-border esca-
lations, weather-related disrup-
tions, travel hesitancy following
the June 2025 awcraft acadent,
the impact on business travel
owing to the headwinds stem-
ming from elevated US tariffs and
operational disruptions at IndiGo
in December 2025.

ICRA has mamtained a “stable
outlook” for the Indian aviation
industry, supported by expecta-
tions of modest growth in domes-
tic air passenger traffic and a grad-
ually mmproving operating envi-
ronment, despite near-term chal-
lenges, smd Kinjal Shah, senior

vice president at [CRA.

“The Inchan aviation industry is
expected to report a net loss of
Rs 170-180 billion (17000-18000-
crore) m 2025-26, significantly
higher than the estimated net loss
of around Rs 55 billion (5,500
crore) in 2024-25.

However, the same 1s hkely to
reduce to Rs 110-120 billion
(11,000-12,000 crore) in 2026-27,
led by growth m domestic air pas-
senger traffic and expected nor-
malisation of operations post dis-
ruptions seen in 2025-26 that had
resulted in flight cancellations and
passenger refunds,” she said.

The industry’s debt metric,
which weakened m 2025-26 with
an estimated interest cover of (1.7-
0.9 times from 1.8 times in 2024
25, 1s also expected to improve to
1.3-1.5 times in 2026-27, despite
mereasing debt linked with new a-
craft deliveries, according to Shah.

The yields of the industry have

dechned in the Apnl-December
period of 2025-26 on a YoY basis
due to a series of external events
like cross-border escalations, air-
plane crash and operational disrup-
tions at IndiGo in the first week of
December 2025, ICRA said.

Despite these challenges, the
drop n yields was not as steep as
the reduction in fuel Cost per
Available Seat Kilometre
{CASK), as airlines strived to sus-
tain the yield levels amid rising
cost pressure from currency fluc-
tuations and operational expens-
es related to fhight cancellations
and delays, it said.

ICRA expects the yields to im-
prove in the near term as tempo-
rary disruptions ease. Nonethe-
less, the movement in prices of
ATF and the USD-INR rate will
remain key monitorable.

According to the ratings agen-
cy, the mndustry saw around 4
per cent capacity addition in

CY2025, and the total number
of aircraft stood at 865 as of De-
cember 31, 2025.

Various industry players have
announced large arcraft purchase
orders and as per the mdicative
numbers, the total pending arcraft
deliveries stand at more than 1,700
as on January 31, 2026, which are
likely to be received over the next
10 years but a large part of these
orders 1s towards replacement of
old arrcraft with new fuel-efficient
ones, [CRA said.

Grounded aircraft have been a
cause of concern for the idustry
over the past few years, as per
the ratings agency.

“Engine failures and supply
chain challenges had resulted in
grounding of 20-22% of the total
industry fleet as of September
2023. The same has come down
to 13-15% as of February 2026,
corresponding to 117 awrcraft.”

As the count of grounded air-

craft reduces further over time
and fresh supply comes in, the
balance between supply and the
secularly rising demand from

domestic and international trav-
ellers should move towards a
more stable equihbrium,” Shah
added. — PTI

Akasa Arr first to operate
from new LGBIA terminal

GUWAHATI, Feb 24: Akasa Air, India’s fastest-growing airline, be-
came the first airline to operate from the newly constructed terminal
at Lokapriva Gopinath Bardolm International Awport (LGEI) m Guwa-
hati. The inaugural flight on February 22, 2026, departed from Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Mahara) International Airport in Mumbai at 1:40 pm and
arrived at Lokapriva Gopinath Bardoloi International Awport m Guwa-
hati at 4:45 pm. The inaugural flight from Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi
International Airport departed at 5:20 pm and arrived at Chhatrapati
Shivaj Maharaj International Airport in Mumbai at 9:10 pm, stated a
press release.

To mark the commencement of the inaugural flight, a ceremonial
lamp-lighting was held at LGBIA in the presence of Bhavin Joshi, Co-
founder and Senior Vice President — Strategy, Akasa Air, along with
senior representatives of Guwahati Airport, followed by a cake-cutting
ceremony. The occasion was also graced by Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa , and Jeet Adani, Director of Adani Arrport Holdings Ltd.
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Delhi HC junks PIL over
Air India crash info

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday rejected
a PIL seeking inchusion of
information in the preliminary
investigation report on the
"complete sequence of events™
leading to the Air india plane
crash in Ahmedabad last June.
A bench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia said the FIL, which sought
a direction to the bureau to
publizh such information in the
public domain, was “highly
misconceived”, en
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Embraer targets accelerated India production timeline

I
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

Bragilian aerospace manu-
facturer Embraer expects
production tmelines for a

tential India manufactue-
ing programme to be shorter
than the average of five to 10
years, Arjan Meijer, Presid-
ent and CEQ of Embraer
Commercial Aviation, told
businessline.

Such projects, which re-
quire a backward-integrated
AErOSPACE ECOSYSIEM, Typic-
ally take up to five years to
establish, followed b} an ad-
ditional five years before the
firstaireraft rolls our.

However, Meijer told busi-
nessiine that Embraer does
not intend to wait that long
to bring locally-produced
aireraft to the Indian market.

According to him, the
country’s engineering and
technical prowess ensure ro-
bust supply chain network
for such a project.

ASSEMBELY LINE
Presently, Embeaer is evalu-
ating the possibility of estab-
lishing a final assembly line
in India for the E175 E-Jer, in
partnership with Adani De-
fence and Aerospace.

The E175 has seating for
up to 88 passengers and is
designed to enable new
routes, improved conmectiv-
ity, reliable operations and
accelerated expansion of re-
gional air travel.

Accordingly, the proposal
aligns with the Centre’s
‘Make in India" initiative
aimed at promoting do-
mestic aerospace manufac-
turing and the regional

JET PUSH. Embraer aims for quicker production of regional
aircraft in India

transport  aircraft
programme,

IMPORT DUTY
Meijer cited the removal of
import duty on aeronautical
parts by the Centre as a pos-
itive development.

As per the budgetary pro-
posals, the basic costoms

(RTA)

duty will be fully exempted
on components and parts re-
quired for the manufacture
of civilian, raining and other
aircraft. The exemption ap-
plies across various aircraft
categories and aligns with
the government’s ohjective
of promoting domestic man-
ufacturing and strengthen-

ing the maintenance, repair
and overlaul ecosystem.

Nevertheless, he noted
that multiple structural and
ecosystem-related  factors
would need to be assessed
before firm investment de-
cisions are taken.

Besides outlining the pro-
duction outlook, Meijer cited
an expected demand for up
to 500 regional jets in India
aver the next 20 vears.

Embraer has stated that
an order for 200 aircraft
from Indian airline eustom-
ers will be a good starting
point to establish any as-
sembly line.,

AIRCRAFT ORDERS

Nonetheless, the company
declined to comment on po-
tential aireraft orders from
Indian airlines, stating that
announcements would be

made by the carriers at anap-
propriate time.

Meijer said that there are
hundreds of underserved
city pairs across the country
that are considered too long
for turboprop aircraft to op-
erate cost-effectively and too
thin in demand to support
larger narrow-body aircraft,

He said that regional jets
like E2s could address this
segment of the market, par-
ticularly as India continues
to expand air connectiviry to
tier-2 and tier-3 cities. Not-
ably, Embraer said demand
for both new and second-
hand E-Jets remains strong
globally.

In addition, Embraer
maintained that its regional
jets are suited for operations
from smaller airports, in-
cluding those with shorter
runways.
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West Asian airlines boost
India cargo focus, with
Emirates leading the way

EXPANDING SERVICES. Emirates SkyCargo will operate two
additional frelghter flights to Mumbal and Ahmedabad per week

from March

=l the sidelines of the Air Cargo
Aneesh Phadnis Indiz event.

Mumbai

West Asian carriers are de-
ploving more freighters to
India and expanding focus
on speoialised products to

tap growing trade volomes.
Emirates  SkviC will
operate  two itiomal

freighter flights to Mumbai
and Ahmedabad per week
from Murch

This will increase its
freighter flights to India to
five per week. Oman Air and
Etihad Airways too are con-
sidering introducing
freighter services to India.

These developments
come on the back of recent
trade agreements boosting
export volumes from India.

The Indis-UAE annual
trade volume has crossed
£100 billion with the signing
of & comprehensive eoo-
nomic  partnership  agree-
ment in 2022, A similar
agreement was signed with
Oman last December, in-

cTeasing cxport D'ppnu'tllmt—
ies for Indian companies.

TRADE AGREEMENT
Emirates SkoyCargo is seeing
benefits of the trade agree-
ment, with an increase in the
carringe of textiles, gems,
jewellery and machinery
between Indiz and the UAE.
“We are also  seeing
growth in the pharmaceutic-
als, perishables, electronics
and  e-commerce !l'up—
ments,” spid Badr Abbas, Di-
visiongl Semior Vice-Presid-
ent, Emirates SkyCargn, on

Emirates operates 167
passenger flights plos three
freighter services to India
and carries 3,000 tonnes of
cargo each week.

‘Wi are secinga growthin
expaorts from India, and that
i wiiny we are uﬂdmg:apﬁcrr}
to cater to the demand,”
pdded.

TRUCKING NETWORKE
Emirates SkyCargo is also
planning to expand its truck-
mg network to Goa and
Coimbatore to support cargo
growth.

Ashed about the planned
nine month suspension of
freighter gtions ot
Mt st S A
gust, Abbas =aid the sirline
will adapt its operations as
Pt requirement.

“Our five daily
flights to Mumbai will con-
tinue a5 usual,” he said.

Abu Dhabi's Etihad Air-
ways sees Indin as & core
nm:lmtfwitscmguhmhrss
and is its foous
on perishs Eg:'i pharma
products to drve growth
from India.

“Last year, we carricd over
40,000 tonnes of export
cargo from India, which was
17 per cent higher compared
to 2024, Pherma volumes
from India incressed by 89
peT cent. We are stre
ing our partnerships with
forearders and shippers to
grow our volumes EE:'thrr"
said Vijayant Malik, Etihad's
Area Ma r for o ( In-
d.lanﬁubcu;.ﬁ;mt?m
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DCGA orders
grounding of
VSR over
Learjet45

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

The Director-General of
Civil Aviation on Tuesday
directed the grounding of
four aireraft of VSR
Ventures, whose Learjet45
aircraft had crashed at
Baramati last month,
killing Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar and four others on
January 28.

The DGCA action report-
edly followed the discovery
of several compliance laps-
es. Ajit Pawar’s extended
family has alleged a con-
spiracy behind the crash,
and sought a CBI inquiry.
The Aviation Accidents In-
vestigation Bureau report
into the ecrash is due by
February 28, a month of the
crash. Following the crash,
DGCA had ordered a spe-
cial safety audit of VSR
Ventures.
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B'gavi-Navi Mumbai IndiGo flights from Mar 29

BELAGAVI, DHNS: Belagavi MP  erate flights from Belagavi to

other cities. The demand for re-

Jagadish Shertar on Tuesday
confirmed that IndiGowilloper-
ate flights between Belagaviand
Navi Mumbai from March 29,
Shettarsaid he hadmetUnion
Civil Aviation Minister K Ram-
mohanNaidu,andimpressedon
him the need to operate flights
between Belagavi and cities like
Mumbai, Chennai, Surat, Pune,
etc. He said he had urged Naidu
to, in turn, direct airlines to op-

connectingthe bordertown with
Mumbaibyairhasbeengrowing
louder ever since Star Air termi-
nated services of flights it was
operating between thetwocities.
From March 29, a daily flight
departing Mumbai at 10,20 am-
-landing in Belagavi at 11.35 am,
and another leaving Belagavi at
5.35 pm - landing in Navi Mum-
baiar6.45 pmwill be operated.
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Charter
operators
face stricter
DGCA rules

Regulator says lapses can't
be simply blamed on pilots

NEW DELHI, DHNS

sserting that safety
lapses cannot “simply
blamed” an pilots,

the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Tuesday unveiled asrictsafe-
tymechanism for non-sched
uled flight operators in the
wake of the recent crashes,
which includes mandatory
public disclosure of aircraft
maintenance history and
pilot experiences and a new
safery ranking.

The decisions came at a
meeting, which was held to
“address a recent surge in
aviation incidents and em-
phasised the critical need for
an increased focus on safery
across the sector”, held by
DGCA with non-scheduled
operators here, a day after a
plane crashed in Jharkhand.

It also came following a
comprehensive review of ac-
cident data from the past de-
cade, whichidentibed non-ad-
herence to SOPs, inadequate
flighe planning and rraining
deficiencics as the “prinuary
causative factors” in aireraft
accidents. On January 28,
Maharashtra Deputy Chiefl
Minister Ajit Paswar and four
others died in a plane crash
near Baramati,

Insisting on a zero-toler-
ance policy toward safety
compromises, the DGCA said
safety must remain the “abso-
lute privrity superseding all
commercial considerations,
charter commitments or VIP
movements”, It said the Pi-
lot-in-Command’s decision
o “divert, delay, or cancel a
Might for safety reasons is fi-
nal and must be respected by
opeTators”.

Emphasising transparen-
cy, the DGCA s introducinga

SAFETYMEASURES
= Senior leadership to
be held responsible for
non-compliances

m DGCA to conduct in-
tensive audits, including
increased random CVR
audits, fuel records and
technical logs

= NSOPs to have safety
ranking
m Pllots to face stricter
penalties, even sus-
pension of licenses, for
nan-compliance

m Operators asked to es-
tablish real-time weather
update systems

mandatory public disclosure
of eritical safery information
on its website about aircraft
age, maintenance history, and
pilot experience, which the
regulator said ensures that
customers have full knowl-
rdge about the standards of
the aircraft they charter.

It will also come up with a
safety ranking on the DGCA
website, besides having incen-
sive audits, including random
cockpit voice recorder audits
and cross-verify ADS-B data,
fuel records and technical
logs to detect unauthorised
DPETALIonNS,

Pilots found wviolating
Flight Duty Time Limitations
or attem pring to land below
safety minima may face li-
cence suspensions up to five
vears, There will beincreased
monitoring by DGCA onolder
aircrafrand those undergoing
ownership changes,

After completion of the
first phase of the special safe-
ty audit of NSOPs in early
March, the second phase will
be undertaken,
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DGCA tightens safety screws

FPJ News Service
MUMBEA |

LEARJETS GROUNDED

Aviation watchdog DGCA on

Tuesday announced a slew of

safety mensures for nom-
scheduled flight operators, in-
cluding mandatory public
disclosure of aircraftmainten-
ance history and the introdue-
ton of a safety ranking
mechanism, following recent
plane crashes.

A day after a plane oper-
ated by a non-scheduled oper-
atwmr (MSOP) crashed in
Jharkhand, killingall seven on
board, DGCA comvened a
meeting with such operators.
It was held t address the re-
cent surge in aviation inci-
dents and emphasise the
urgent need for heightened
safety across the sector, DGCA
said in a statement.

} Contd on | nation
} Seealso | nation

e DGCA has grounded
select Learjet 40/45 air-
craft operated by VSR Ven-
tures Pyt Ltd after a special
safety audit found multiple
violations, following the
crash of Ajit Pawar’s aircraft
on January 28, The aviation
regulator carried out the
audit after the Learjet 45 ac-
cident at Baramati invalving
aircraft VI-5SK, which be-
longed to the same operator.
The inspection team ident
ified lapses in safety com-
plisnce and maintenance
procedures, prompting in-
mediate regulatory action.
“Following the accident of
LearJet 45 aircraft (VT-SSK)
of VSR Ventures Pvt Lid on
28012026 at Baramati,
DGCA ordered the special
safety audit of the organisa-

tion. The mult-disciplinary
audit team observed several
non-compliances  of ap-
proved procedires in the or-
ganisation in the area of
airworthiness, air safety, and
flight operations” DGCA
said in a statement.

"In view of the non-com-
pliances observed and con-
sidering the gaps in
maintenance  procedures,
DGCA decided to initiate the
comectve measures by im-
mediately grounding Leatjet
40/45 aircraft with registra-
tion VI-VRA, VT-VRS, VT-
VRV, and VTTRI tll
continued  alrworthiness
standands are restored.” The
regulator has alsoasked VSR
Ventures to submita detailed
root cause analysis of the
lapses.
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Airlines’ estimated losses may come
down t0 312,000 cr next fiscal: ICRA

NEW DELHI
—_—

Indian airlines are expected to
reduce losses to an estimated
Rz 1L000-12 000 crore next fis-
cal from a projected Rs 17 000-
18000 crove this financial
year, ratings agency ICRA said
on Tuesday, even as it main-
tained a “stmhble outlook™ for
the domestic aviation indus-
try.

ICRA also estimates the
domestic air passenger traffic
to grow by 6-8 per cent and
touch 175170 million passen-
gers in FY2026-27

ICRA, in December 2025
had revised its domestic air
passenger growth estimates o
0-3 per cent for the current

financial year from 4-6 per
cent en'.'lsagaj earlier

The international air pas-
senger traffic growth for
Indian carriers Is expected to
remain relatively stronger,
aided by low base effect,
expanding e-visa/visa-on-arri-
val coverage, and the Central
Government's focus on devel-
oping theme-based and iconic
tourist destinations, the rmat-
Ings agency said.

ICRA said the international
alr passenger traffic is seen
growing at 79 per cent for this
financial year and 8-10 per
cent next yvear, and added that
the current fiscal year has
seen a perlod of modest
domestie air passenger traffic
growth due o cross-horder

escalations, weather-related
disruptions, travel hesitancy
following the June 2025 air-
craft accident, the impact on
business travel owing o the
headwinds stemming from
elevated US tariffs and oper-
ational disruptions at IndiGo
in December (125

ICRA has maintained a
“stable outlook™ for the Indian
aviation industry, supported
by expectations of modest

growth in domestic air pas-
senger traffic and a gradually
improving operating environ-
ment, despite near-term chal-
lenges, said Kinjal Shah, sen-
for vice president at ICRA.
“The Indian aviation indus-
try is expected t report a net
loss of Rs 170-180 billion
(17000-18000-cTore) in 2025
26, significantly higher than
the estimated net loss of
amund Rs 55 billion {5500

crore) [ 2024-25.

However, the same is likely
to reduce to Rs 110-120 billion
(1L0O0-12 (00 croves) in 2026~
27, led by growth in domestic
air passenger traffic and
expected nmormalisation of
operations post disruptions
seen in 2025-26 that had
resulted in flight cancellations
and passenger refinds” she
sald.

The industry’s debt metric,
which weakened in 2025-26
with an estimated Interest
cover of 0.7-0.9 times from 1§
tmes in 2024-25 is also
expected to improve to L3-15
times in 2026-27 despite
increasing debt linked with
new aircraft  deliveries,
according to Shah
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BHAVNAGAR

IndiGo to launch
Bhavnagar - Navi
Mumbai daily flight

In a significant boost to
regional air connectivity,
direct flight services
between Bhavnagar and
Mumbai will resume from
March 20, 2026, Ticket
bookings for the service
will open on Febhrary
25 The direct gair link
between the industrially
important city of Bh-
avnagar and Mumbai had
remained suspended fora
long period due to tec-
hnical reasons. Hes-
ponding to persistent
public dc'mmd and re-
presentations from local
stakeholders, E“].n’mL..v"
MP and Union Minis of
State Nimuben Bam-
bhania took up the
matter with the Union
Civil Aviation Ministry,
anofficialreleasestated.
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Flight hour records of L earjet 45 missing

DGCA grounds 4 VSR Ventures
aircraft following safety audit

Rohit Pawar makes
fresh allegations
against VSR Ventures,
claims DGCA going
easy on its owner

Faisal Malik

faisal. malik@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Nationalist Congress
Party (SP) MLA Rohit Pawar on
Tuesday made fresh allegations
against VSR Ventures, the com-
pany that owned the Learjet 45
aireraft that erashed while Iand-
ing in Baramati on January 28,
killing Maharashtra deputy chiel
minister Ajit Pawar and four
others.

Rohit Pawar, who is Ajit
Pawar’s nephew, alleged that
V5R Ventures does not have the
aircraft's complete flight
records. He also claimed that the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) had summoned
Rohit Singh, a director of VSR
Ventures, for questioning on
Monday, but only as a pilot. The
MLA from Karjat-Jamkhed
alleged that the regulatory body
was working hand in glove with
VSR Ventures.

Pawar has launched a loud,
sustained, and combative public
campaign demanding an inde-
pendent investigation into the
air crash, which he has claimed
was a “planned conspiracy” and
an act of sabotage. In a series of
press conferences over the past
month, he presented several
technical and political claims to
support his suspicions.

The latest allegation came via
a post on X on Tuesday. "It is
shocking to learn that out of the
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NCP (SP) MLA Rohit Pawar has demanded a thorough probe into

the air crash that killed Ajit Pawar.

aircraft’s 5,000 flight hours, VSR
has records available for only
1,800 to 2,000 hours, while the
remaining 3,000 hours of
records are completely missing.
Is the investigation being delib-
erately delayed to allow VSR to
manipulate or fabricate these
missing records?” he wrote.

The NCP (SP) MLA. however,
did not specify whether the
3,000 missing flight hours
included the data from the fatal
January 28 journey, when the
aireraft was travelling from
Mumbai to Baramati.

Flight hours refer to the total
cumulative time an aireraft
spends airborme, measured from
the moment its wheels lift off
during takeoff until they touch
down while landing. This metric
is essential for planning mainte-
nance schedules, monitoring
structural fatigue, and assessing
the aircraft's overall utilisation
and service life.

ANSHUMAN POYREKAR/HT PHOTO

Pawar further stated that
Rohit Singh, who co-owns VSR
Ventures along with his father
Vijay Kumar Singh, was sum-
moned by the DGCA for ques-
tioning on Monday, but only asa
pilot. He questioned why Maha-
rashtra’s Crime Investigation
Department (CID), which is
probing the criminal angle of the
crash, was not informed of
Singh’s return to the country
from the US.

“When Maharashtra's promi-
nent leader had passed away in
the crash, what does it mean that
the owner of the company
responsible for the accident is
being summoned only as a pilot
for questioning? While the CID is
investigating the criminal angle
of Dada’s crash, if VSR's owner
has come to India, didnt DGCA
deem it necessary toinform the
CID?" Pawar said.

He also alleged a lack of coor-
dination between investigating

agencies, and claimed that
DGCA and VSR Ventures were
acting hand in glove, urging the
central and state governments
“to show some seriousness”.

Vijay Kumar Singh did not
respond to calls and texts from
HT.

Meanwhile, NCP working
president Praful Patel on Tues-
day said the black box recovered
from the crashed Learjet 45 air-
craft has been sent to the United
States for data retrieval. He
expressed hope that the truth
behind the crash will emerge fol-
lowing a CBI investigation.

"On behalf of the NCP, we
have already demanded a probe
by the CBL We are sure that the
truth will soon come out before
the people as the black box has
also been sent to the United
States for decoding,” Patel said.

His remarks come amid grow-
ing demands for a transparent
probe following a series of alle-
gations by Rohit Pawar regard-
ing the plane crash circumstan-
ces and suspected foul play. The
NCP demanded a CBI inquiry
into the crash on February 17,
after which the Maharashtra
government wrote to Union
home minister Amit Shah with
the request.

The crash is currently being
investigated by the Aircraft Acci-
dent [Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) and the DGCA, while the
state CID is also conducting a
parallel inguiry. On Tuesday,
AAIB said it is conducting a
“detailed” investigation and has
sought “special support” to
retrieve data from the cockpit
voice recorder, which is
expected to shed light on the
sequence of events leading to the
crash.

Neha LM Tripathi

letters @ hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Tuesday ordered
the grounding of four air-
craft operated by VSR Ven-
tures Pyt Lid following a spe-
cial safety audit that was ini-
tiated after the fatal Learjet
45 crash in Baramati on Jan-
uary 28, officials said.

The grounding of the four
aireraft, all Learjets, raises
guestions about the com-
pany’s maintenance prac-
tices, their regulatory review,
and if the plane that crashed
sulfered from deliciencies
similar to the ones that have
now been detected.

“The audit was ordered on
February 2. It commenced on
February 4 and was com-
pleted by February 16, after
which the findings were ana-
lysed before a final decision
was taken,” an official aware
of the development said.

The audit followed the
crash of the company’s Lear-
jet45 (VT-55K), which killed
five people, including former
Maharashtra deputy chief
minister Ajit Pawar, during a
second landing attempt at an
uncontrolled airport.

“A multi-disciplinary team
found several non-complian-
ces in approved procedures
related to airworthiness,
flight operations, and safety,”

The audit followed the erash of a Learjet 45 in Baramati,

e

killing former dy CM Ajit Pawar and four others. RAIUSHNDEHT

VSR VENTURES
HAS A FLEET OF 16
AIRCRAFT,
INCLUDING SIX
LEARJET PLANES,
AFTER THE
JANUARY 28
BARAMATI CRASH

another official said, adding
that the grounding was
ordered due to the non-com-
pliances observed and con-
sidering the gaps in mainte-
nance procedures.

“Learjet 40/45 aircraft
with registration VI-VRA,
VT-VRS, VT-VRV and VT-TRI
have been immediately
grounded till continued air-
worthiness standards are
restored,” the official said.

VSR has a fleet of 16 air-
craft, including six Learjet

planes after the January 28
crash.

The DGCA has also issued
deficiency reporting forms to
the operator, seeking a root-
cause analysis of the lapses.
“Deficiency reporting forms
have been 1ssued to VSR Ven-
tures Pvt Ltd to submit root
cause analysis on the non-
compliances for further
assessment by the DGCA,”
the official added.

The January 28 govern-
ment statement noted that
the last regulatory aundit of
the company was carried out
by the DGCA in February
2025, and no level-I findings
were issued.

However, on September
14, 2023, another company
Learjet 45 (VT-DBL) was
involved in an accident dur-
ing landing at Mumbai air-
port. That accident is cur-
rently under investigation by
the AATB.
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Rohit Pawar

DGCA ACTION ON
VSR SHAM, ALL ITS
AIRCRAFT MUST BE
GROUNDED: ROHIT

Faisal Malik
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A day after the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) grounded four aircraft
operated by VSR Ventures fol-
lowing violations detected ina
recent safety audit in the after-
math of the January 28 crash
that killed former Maharashtra
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar and four others, NCP (SP)
MLA Rohit Pawar on Wednes-
day alleged serious lapses in the
regulator’s earlier actions and
demanded that all aircraft of the
company be grounded immedi-
ately.

“The special safety audit was
conducted because of the pres-
sure from the people of Maha-
rashira,” he said.

Describing the DGCA action
as a "sham”, Rohit Pawar
said: “The VSR owner who is
unwilling to invest adequately
in maintenance could repeat the
same negligence with other air-
craft. Therefore, all aircraft
operated by the company
should have been grounded and
the owner booked for negli-
gence.”
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Jkhand crash: Jet history,

mamtenance under lens

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The chartered
patient transport flight that
crashed near Ranchi while flying
to Delhi on February 23 was a
39-year-old plane unused for at
least four years until 2022, offi-
cials aware of the details said,
declining to be named.

The plane’s history of opera-
tions, maintenance, and owner-
ship, along with weather, are
among the main areas of investi-
gation into why the twin-seater
Beechcraft C90A (King Air) plane
crashed, claiming the lives of all
seven on board.

The plane, two of these officials
said, was practically unused until
2022 when its current owners,
Redbird Aviation, bought it from
Orient Flying School. “Theaircraft
flew in Chennai in its initial days. It
was later moved to Puducherryas
the flying school that owned it had
a base there. However, it was sub-
sequently shifted to Mysore, where
it was completely grounded,” one
of the officials said.

Theother official said: “Tt isnot
known to have flown actively after
moving out of Chennai.”

Investigators are expected to
take a wide approach to the probe,
especially since the aircraft was
not equipped with a black box
(cockpit voice and flight data
recorders) because it weighed less

| -
Thewreckage of the air
ambulance in Jharkhand.  pm

than the minimum threshold
requiring such devices.

In all, it had raked up 6,600
hours in what is known as air-
frame hours. Experts said the
number appeared low for a plane
manufactured 39 years ago.

The Beechcraft C90A (King Air)
twin-turboprop was registered as
VT-AJV and manufactured in
1987. It was bought by Orient Fly-
ing School in 2001 and sold to Red-
bird Aviation in 2022, two years
after the airline commenced oper-
ations. Before being purchased by
an Indian operator, the plane had
three American owners between
December 1990 and June 2001 It
was originally bought from Beech-
craft, the manufacturer, by a Bra-
zilian company.

A former Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) official said

maintaining an ageing, inactive
aircraft requires unnecessary
investment just to keep its airwor-
thiness certificate current. “Main-
tenance of an ageing aircraft that
is not actively flying or is grounded
is a loss toany company as it has to
keep its airworthiness certificate
current for it to be able to sell their
non-performing asset,” he said.

When asked whether an age-
ing aircraft was a concern for
operators, experts said age alone
was not a safety issue. “The age of
the aircraft doesn't matter as long
as it is well maintained,” an
industry insider said. Another
person said operators typically
continue using aircraft unless
they require frequent replace-
ment of spare parts or when the
manufacturing of an aircraft has
long been discontinued.

“As the aircraft ages, it
becomes essential to ensure its
structural integrity and detect
cracks and corrosion in time. Var-
ious non-destructive tests are con-
ducted to certify that the machine
is airworthy. A few of these
checks, like X-ray inspections, are
expensive but, if undertaken in
right earnest, enhance safety [and)]
can help avoid catastrophe,” said
a former director general of the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau of India (AAIB).

Mark Martin, founder of Martin
Consultancy, questioned the air-
craft’s flying hours.

“1 believe the crashed C30 has
had three owners since new. 6,600
flying hours is low, about 150
hours a year. But if the aircraft was
not grounded, 6,600 hours for a
39-year-old aircraft prima facie
appears extremely low, almost an
unbelievable number for such an
old aircraft. Under-logging of flight
hours seems likely; it is rampant in
the industry and is often done to
delay scheduled maintenance. The
DGCA is aware of this practice,
and stricter rules should be imple-
mented, including financial penal-
ties or suspension of the air opera-
tor certificate,” he said.

When asked about the wreck-
age, a ministry official said, “The
team is at the spot i
parts scattered after the aircraft
crashed on Monday evening. A
few of them have been found as far
as one kilometre from the crash
site. Analysis of the wreckage will
follow.” “The audit of Redbird Avi-
ation was conducted (as part of
special audits launched this
month) recently and nothing
alarming was found,” he said, add-
ing that the airworthiness review
certificate of the aircraft was
extended for the year only on Jan-
uary 21 after checking the aircraft,
which was deemed fit to fly.

“During the transfer of owner-
ship too, an extensive check was
conducted after which it was
made to be used by Redbird,” the
official said.
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Fix satety issues in the
small-aircraft space

wo crashes involving small aireraft, both private
Tcharters, in two months — the first resulting in

the death of five people at the Baramati airstrip,
including then Maharashtra deputy CM Ajit Pawar,
and the latest killing seven in Jharkhand — have raised
red flags about the safety architecture for this class of
aircraft. Ongoing probes in both accidents may
eventually shed light on the causes, but the facts that
have emerged so far underscore how urgently the
directorate general of civil aviation (DGCA) needs to
tighten the rules for small aircraft and become
proactive in compliance oversight. The absence ofa
black box in the air ambulance that crashed in
Jharkhand earlier this week has complicated the
investigation of the crash. This is rooted in the fact that
DGCA doesn't mandate flight data recorders and
cockpit voice recorders for planes under 5,700 kg, This
underscores a gap in regulation that needs to be filled
at the earliest.

Meanwhile, the grounding of four charter jets
operated by VSR Ventures — which operated the
aircraft involved in the Baramati crash — for safety
issues detected after a special audit following the crash
has raised the obvious (and entirely justified) what-if
question. That, and the warning issued to small aircraft
operators after a review of incidents over the past
decade shows that safety compliance monitoring is
reactive, something that flies in the face of logic. DGCA
must fix these issues while holding operators
accountable. For a start, it needs to mandate adequate
data-gathering equipment for small carriers, with
retrospective effect. The perception that the regulator
is not fully in charge of the cockpit when it comes to
flight safety must be corrected immediately.
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‘Who is accountable?” health min
Irfan Ansari slams aviation safety

Raj Kumar

htjharkhand @hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: Jharkhand health min-
ister Irfan Ansari launched an
attack on the Centre's civil avia-
tion protocols.

After inspecting the remains
of the victims of the air ambu-
lance crash, Ansari drew a direct
comparison to other recent avia-
tion tragedies to highlight what
he termed a systemic collapse in
safety oversight.

“What is the civil aviation
department doing? Ahmedabad,
Baramati, and now this—whois
accountable for all these? We
are losing lives while the author-
ities remain silent,” Ansari told
HT.

Ansari said he had lost a
good doctor and would leave no
stone untumed tofind  the rea-
son behind the incident.

“A high-level probe into the
crash has been ordered. A team
from the Aircraft Accident

Investigation Burcau (AAIB) is
already on-site to recover techni-
cal data. Once the probe gets
completed, the person responsi-
ble for the incident will not be
spared,” the minister said.

Asked about compensation,
Ansari said he had taken initia-
tive for that.

“I have written to chief minis-
ter Hemant Soren for proper
compensation. Discussion is on
tocompensate nextofkin -~ of
the deceased properly,” he said.
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‘DGCA also at fault as it admits
non-compliance in VSR Ventures’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI: NCP (SP) MLA
Rohit Pawar on Wednesday
attacked aviation regulator
DGCA, claiming that it had
eatlier attempled to give avia-
tion company VSR Ventures a
“clean chit’, but later admitted
that the firm had flouted safety
NOCITS.

VSR Ventures Private Lim-
ited was the company that oper-
ated the ill-fated Learjet 45
atrcrafl (VT-55K) plane which
crashed near the Baramati air-
strip in Pune district on January
28, killing Maharashtra deputy
chiel minister Ajit Pawar and
four others,

‘When Ajit Pawar's
body was taken to the
hospital, the DGCA
issued the report’

Speaking to reporters on the
Vidhan Bhavan premises here,
Pawar said the report issued by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) at 1.36 pm
on January 28 pm had stated
that diring the last regulatory
audit conducted in February
2025, no “Level-1 findings"” were
reparted against VSR Ventures.

“When Ajit Pawar’s body
was laken to the hospital, the
DGCA issued the report. It was

the first attempt to issue a clean
chit o VSR 15_- alleped.

Questioning the regulator’s
role, Pawar asked, “Who issued
the airworthiness certificates?
Who looks into aircraft main-
tenance? Who will take care of
air salety? All responsibilities
lie with the DGCA. If VSR is
at fault, then the DGCA is also
at faule”

According to Pawar, Union
Civil Aviation Minister Kinjar-
apir Ram Mohan Naidu had on
January 28 said that there were
o aal:l}- concerns with the
Learjet aircraft operated by VR
Ventures and that all appmva]s.
had been granted after a thor-
ough assessment by the DGCA.
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Indian airlines’ estimated losses may come down to 11,000-12,000 crore next fiscal: ICRA

ICRA also estimates the domestic air passenger traffic to grow by 6-8 per cent and touch 175-179 million passengers in FY2026-27

MUMBAL Indian airlines
are expected to reduce losses
to an estimated Rs 11,000-
12,000 crore next fiscal from
a projected Rs 17,000-18,000
crore this financial year, ratings
agency ICRA said on Tuesday,
even as it maintained a “stable
outlook” for the domestic avia-
tion industry.

ICRA also estimates the
domestic air passenger traffic to
grow by 6-8 per cent and touch
175-179 million passengers in
FY2026-27. ICRA, in December
2025, had revised its domestic
air passenger growth estimates
to 0-3 per cent for the current
financial year from 4-6 per cent

envisaged earlier.

The international air pas-
senger traffic growth for Indian
carriers is expected to remain
relatively stronger, aided by low
base eftect, exlzlmnding e-visa/
visa-on-arrival coverage, and
the Central Government’s focus
on developing theme-based and
iconic tourist destinations, the
ratings agency said.

ICRA said the interna-
tional air passenger traffic is
seen growing at 7-9 per cent
for this financial year and 8-10
per cent next year, and added
that the current fiscal year has
seen a period of modest domes-
tic air passenger traffic growth

due to cross-border escalations,
weather-related disruptions,
travel hesitancy following the
June 2025 aircraft accident,
the impact on business travel
owing to the headwinds stem-
ming from elevated US tariffs
and operational disruptions at
IndiGo in December 2025.

ICRA has maintained a “sta-
ble outlook” for the Indian avi-
ation industry, supported by
expectations of modest growth
in domestic air passenger traf-
fic and a gradually improving
operating environment, despite
near-term challenges, said Kin-
jal Shah, senior vice president
at ICRA.

CLOSER LOOK

# [CRA, in December 2025, had revised its domestic air
passenger growth estimates to 0-3% for the current
financial year from 4-6% envisaged earlier

» ICRA said international air passenger traffic is seen
growing at 7-9% for this fiscal & 8-10% next year

# ‘The Indian aviation industry is likely to report a net loss
of Rs 170-180 bn in 2025-26, significantly higher than
estimated net loss of around Rs 55 billion in 2024-25

“The Indian aviation indus-
try is expected to report a net
loss of Rs 170-180 billion
(17000-18000-crore) in 2025-
26, significantly higher than the
estimated net loss of around Rs

55 billion (5,500 crore) in 2024-
25. However, the same is likely
to reduce to Rs 110-120 billion
(11,000-12,000 crores) in 2026-
27, led by growth in domestic air
passenger traffic and expected

normalisation of operations
post disruptions seen in 2025-
26 that had resulted in flight
cancellations and passenger
refunds,’ she said.

The industry’s debt metric,
which weakened in 2025-26
with an estimated interest cover
of 0.7-0.9 times from 1.8 times
in 2024-25, is also expected
to improve to 1.3-1.5 times in
2026-27, despite increasing debt
linked with new aircraft deliver-
ies, according to Shah.

The yields of the industry
have declined in the April-
December period of 2025-26
on a YoY basis due to a series
of external events like cross-

border escalations, airplane
crash and operational disrup-
tions at IndiGo in the first week
of December 2025, ICRA said.
Despite these challenges, the
uiroL[:lin yields was not as steep
e reduction in fuel Cost

per Available Seat Kilometre
(CASK), as airlines strived to
sustain the yield levels amid
rising cost pressure from cur-
rency fluctuations and opera-
tional expenses related to flight
cancellations and delays, it said.
ICRA expects the yields to
improve in the near term as
temporary disruptions ease.
Nonetheless, the movement in
prices of ATF and the USD-INR

rate will remain key monitor-
able. According to the ratings
agency, the industry saw around
4 per cent capacity addition in
CY2025, and the total number
of aircraft stood at 865 as of
December 31, 2025.

Various industry players
have announced large aircraft
purchase orders and as per the
indicative numbers, the total
pending aircraft deliveries stand
at more than 1,700 as on January
31, 2026, which are likely to be
received over the next 10 years
but a large part of these orders
is towards replacement of old
aircraft with new fuel-efficient
ones, [CRA said. FTl
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Air India targets 93
pc flights with new
and uniform cabin
experience by 2026

, 2B February 2026
https://epaper.thestate

P KRISHNA KUMAR, UNI
New Dellii, 24 February

With 85 per cent of the
narrow-body aircraft retrofitting
completed and retrofittting
of the legacy wide-body fleet
already underway and poised
to get completed later this
year, Air India hopes to ensure
that nearly 93 per cent ofits
fleet offer completely new
cabin experiences by end of
this year.

This was conveyed by Manish
Puri, Head of Global Sales
while addressing a media
roundtable on the sidelines
of SATTE Travel Expo on
Wednesday. Puri said the airline
is entering the next phase of
transformation after focusing
largely on internal systems
ower the past threeyears, "Last
threeyears was predominantly
internal changes” Puri suid,
addding that from 2026 onwards
thefoous will shifi 1" 360-degree
commumication - informing
the customer, partner, media,
everybody what is now in
store.”

Puri said 2025 marked a
key miilestone frthe namow body
fleet transformation. By October
2025, nearly 87 per cent of
the 320/321 family aircraft
had been retrofitted. “We
completed almost 87 percent
of the retrofitment of the
narrow body. Now we have
104 aircraft of AirIndia Express
with the same three cabins -
dght business dass 24 premiim
economy and 132 economy
seats,” he said.

The move has brought
uniformity in configuration
across domestic and short-haul
international routes such as
Kuala Lumpur, Vietnam, Dubai
and Doha, eliminating frequent
seat and layvout changes that
earlier caused customer
disruption. The narrow body

overhaul triggered the airling's
November brand campaign,
positioning the refreshed
product as a visible sign that
“change is in the air”,

Talkingabout the wide-body
legacy carriers operated by
the company, Puri said that
26 Boeing 787 Dreamliners
willundergo acomprehensive
retrofit programme now. " The
first two have already pone
for retrofitment and should
be joining in March," he said,
addingthat all 26 aircraft will
be Ffully upgraded by
September-October, 2026,

The retrofit is extensive.
“When it goes for retrofit,
everything is scraped off. It's
only the shellwhich remains.
Everything put inside isbrand
new,” he noted. Alongside
retrofit, the airline is inducting
factory-fresh, line-fit widebodies.
The first Boeing 787-9 with
the mew cabin has already
been delivered During 2026,
the airline expects six new
widebody inductions, inchuding
the 787-9 and the Airbus
350-1000 series.

By theend ofthis calendar
year, around 30 per cent of
the widebody fleet will be in
a "new avatar”, he said, even
as retrofit of the Boeing 777
fleet is scheduled to begin
next year. Purireiterated that
the airline’s order book now
stands at around 600 firm
aircraft, following an initial
order of 470 aircrafts, an
additional 100, and 30 mone
announced later.

“Sofar, 57 aircraft have been
detivered S43moreare supposed
to be delivered,” he said,
underlining the scale of the
transformation, Giving a
snapshot of opertional impact,
Puri said out of 1900 weekly
flights currently operated,
3,600 are already on new or
retrofitted aircraft.,
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A'bad, Rajkot
and Diu to have
direct flights to

Navi Mumbai

Tinies Mews Metwoin

Ahmedabad:  Travellers
from Ahmedabad. Diu and
Rajkot will get direct con-
nectivity to Navl Mumbal
Trom March 28, with IndlGo
announcing new routes on
Tuesdny These new dally
a3 will connect Ah-
1 with the Navi
Mumbai International Air
port (NMIA)

The summer schedule of
the Directorale General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) will
also be in effect from March
28, whereln more  direct
flights o several destina-
tionswill be in place,

The alrline will aperate
ATR aircrafton the reginonal
routes, strengthoning List
miile air links between Guja
rat's citles and the Mumbal
Metropolitnn Region. From
Almnedabad, the Night will
depart at 710pm and land in
Navi Mumbai at 8. 40pm dai
Iy The return Dight will loa
we at 9 10pm and arrive in
Alnmesdabad s 10 A5m

Rajkol will see a mor-
ning econnection, with a
Might degarting Navi Mum-
baiat Tamand reaching Raj-
kot at B 15am, The return leg
will take off at B.45am and
reach Navi Mumbal  af
9.45am.

The Diu servies will ope-
rate dally departing Navi
Mumbeiat 10.05am and arri-
ving at 11.15am, with the re
turn  fight leaving at
11, 4k, The new rouies are
part of IndiGo's expanded
operations @ NMlA and
alm o boost reglonal con
nectivity, tourism and bus
niess iravel between Ties2
and Tierd cities and the
Mumibai region.
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India’s int'l air travel hit record
2 crore passengers in

OUTBOUND TRAVEL SURGES

‘Shows Growing
Power Of Indian
Passport With
More Countries’

Saurabh.Simha
#timesnfindia.com

New Delhi: International
alr travel in and out of
India touched & new quar-
terly high and crossed the
two-crore mark for the
first time in Oet-Dec 2025
Despite travel (o the US
remaining subdued due to
Vi iS00S across categories
such as students and H-1B
during President Trump's
second presidency; Canada’s
highrejection ratefor Indian
visit mpplicants and issuance
delwys and the reduction in
flights by Alr Indie after Al
171 Ahmedabad crash |ast
June, Insd calendar year saw
78 erore people Ay to and
froan India — B% more than
provious yvear's 7.2 crom,
accordingto DGCA data
While the share of for
eign carriers hos been static
at 54% o8 India did not hike
the flying rights of & mejori-
ty of couniries whose ajr
lings have o large presence
here, the share of Indian
carricrs hns seen a change
In the recent past (after Jet's
demize), Alr India group
was the largest in terms
of Mying passengers in s
out of thesubcontinent
‘That changed in the Ju-
Iy-Sopt 2025 quartor. with
IndiGe since then flying
mare than the Al Group (sea
graphic). “Almost L5 crore
Indians we sued Pass
poris last ye Only 33-35
lakh of these passpart hold-
ers trovelled asbroad last
vear So we have a large
numberof pasaport holders
who are aspiring to travel
bt have not yet ravelled
Combine this with the
growing power of the Indi-
an  pasgport  with more

ct-Dec

Foreign carriers retain share al 54% 50- meu'rul
Peaﬂoln;ﬂy;ﬁé: Passenger nus incr % change Al group s in fakch
and out of
O foreign m
vome e pmm—e -
J2er (TBer  On In{.’i““ | EE] 9.1 43
carriers | 3.6 0 395 42.4
wd EN)
Ater A11T1
rash, indito
04 InfiGins ‘m Apr-nune
rurmbers
e g
Jan-har anMar  OctDec
ny mrs

Mir India growp included Al &1 Express. 3nd Yslars in
2024, In 225, data for Al & A Express: Source: DGCA

200 Singapore-bound IndiGo flyers  BA flight takes
stranded in plane for five hours

Chennai: More than 200 In-
dilcn passengers bound for
Singapore from Chennai
were stranded inzide the
alreral  [or nearly Dve
hours on Tuesday, longer
than the actual Night dura
tion, due to Auctuations in
cahin temperature and pi-
lot duty-hour restrictions
As frusiration mounted.
tempers Nared on board,
with one widely circulated
video showing passengers
shouting at airline stafl
in anger and desperation,
reports Venkadesan §

The Singaporebound
Flight GEN25 was sched
uled to depart from Chen-
nal International Adrpart
ot 7.30 am. Pussengers were

couintries offering visa-on
arrival or visa free access
and the grow|ng aspiration
of a booming middle class,
this segment 5 bound (o
grow by leaps and bounds
for many years to come
Thers has beon a growth in
direct connectivity between
1ndia and new destinations

allowed to board from B30
am omwards, but the Night
did not take ofT at the sched
uled time, IndiGo sources,
however, malntained that
passengers were updated
an the situatian from time
to time and were also pro
vided with refreshments.
IndiGo’s  official re

sponsewas that the pilot no
ticed the rise in cabin tem
perature was sbove normal
and informed the englnesr-

ing team, and thit the cock-
pit crew's duty hours ex
ceedod  the Flight Duty

Time Limitationa (FDTL)
bafore the issue was Nxed
“Wehad toarrange analter-
nate crew, which ook
timie,” the response said,

abroad , many inthe nations
frequented by Indians, that
Is fuelling demond,” sid
Anil Ealsi, Travel Agents
Federation of Indla Vi
Many ecountries in the
nelghbourhood  like Viet-
nam, Malay aml Thak-
land count s Among
thedr bigger Forelgn il

off from Nagpur
after 29 hours

Nagpur: The British Alrways
Landon-Hyderahad flight.
which was diverted 1o Nagpur
Tuesday, took off around itam
Wednesday after remaining
grounded st the airport for 29
houradue tontechnbenl glitch.
The Dight ook off with
around 7 passengers. After
lomeling in Hvderatad, it fook
off for London later in the day:
It b WE passengers on-
board when it linded in Nag-
prur on Tuesday after it wasdi-
vertid from Shamshabad in-
ternational airport in Telan-
gana due to had weather Thi
remmining passengers  took
alternative means o resch
Hyderabarl, snid sources.

ersand overseas travellers.
coept Morth America,
oyvery other place issesinga
serjous growth in demand
from Indian travellers, Giv-
en the fact that Indians are
very high spenders, many
couniries are ino ingly
welcoming them  with
apen arms,” sald aMicials
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Rohit Pawar alleges DGCA tried to
absolve Baramati aircraft operator

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 25
Fresh questions have been
mised over the timing and
response of the Directorate
General of Civil Adation
(DGECA) after NCP MLA Rohit
Pawar alleped that the repuls
tor initially sought toclear VAR
Ventures of wrongdoing before
later acknowledping  safety
lapses linked to the Baramat
plane crash that killed Ajit
Pawar and four others,

The erash imvolved a Lear-
Jet 45 operated by VSR Ven-
tures Private Limited, which
went down near the Bara-
mati airstrip in Pune distrct
on January 28, Bohit Pawar
daimed that a DGCA report
istied soon after the inci
dent dted no serious viola-
tions in the company's Feb-
mary 2025 audit, sugpesting
an early attempt to absobe
the opemtor.

He questioned the repgula-
tor's accountability, stating
that certification of aireraft,
oversight of maintenance

The DGEA has grounded four aircraft operated by VSR Ventures,

and overall flight safety fall
within the DGCA's mandate,
Pawar further stated that any
lapse by the operator would
also reflect on the regulator
He also referred to remarks
made on the day of the cmash
by Union Civil Aviation MMin-
ister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu, who had said the air-
craft had cleared all regulato-
ry checks and that no safety
concerns had been flapped
during prior assessments.
Pawar argued that these
statements  reinforced  the
impression that the operator
had been deared prematurely,
However, following a special
safety audit ordered after the

crash, the DGCA on Tuesday
directed the grounding of four
aircraft operated by VSR Ven-
tures after identifying multi-
ple procedural violations,

Pawar described the move
as only a partial outcome of
his repeated demands for
action and said the audit had
now confirmed gaps in areas
sich as airworthiness, opera-
tional safety and mainte-
nance compliance, issues he
had earlier raised publicly,

He called for accountability
beyond the operator,
demanding action against
DGCA officials and seeking
the resignation of the Civil
Aviation Minister
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