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Noida Airport will open
in January, says UP CM

Lucknow, Dec, 24: Uttar are inter-
Pradesh chief minister national
Yogi  Adityanath on airports
Wednesday said the Noida and the
International Ajrport at fifth inter-
Jewar will be inaugurated national
in January 2026, adding airport,
that it will be the state's giwhlch
fifth international airport. : will be

Speaking on the final day Adityanath India’'s

of the Winter Session of
the state Assembly, the CM
highlighted the rapid
expansion of aviation and
transport infrastructure in
the state after 2017, with
particular emphasis on the
upcoming Jewar airport.
“Before 2017, there were
very few airports in UP
Two of them were opera-
tional while the other two
were partially functional.
Today, 16 airports are func-
tional. Out of these, four

largest, will be made oper-
ational in Jewar next
month. This is the speed of
Uttar Pradesh,” Mr
Adityanath said.

He s=aid the state has
also seen significant
growth in expressways,
rail and urban transport
connectivity in recent
vears, adding that Uttar
Pradesh now accounts for
a major share of the
country’s expressway net-
work. — PTI
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Purandar airport to boost
Pune GDP by 27: Fadnavis

Purandar project will be ac-
i‘-H-Ir Bureau corded the highest priority.
Pune To ensure the viability of the

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has said
that the proposed Purandar
airport project would in-
crease Pune's gross domestic
product (GDP) by at least 2
per cent and significantly ac-
celerate industrial growth in
the region.

Addressing a recent re-
view meeting on the project
in Mumbai, Fadnavis said
that several industries were
keen to invest in Pune, and
the Purandar afrport would
facilitate this. He added thar
in addition to passenger ser-
vices, the airport would
provide cargo services, par-
ticularly beneficial for per-
ishahle goods.

COMPENSATION, JOBS
Rehabilitarion of farmers
and citizens affected by the

project, all aspects would be
examined in detail, and a de-
cision would be taken tw
provide maximum possible
compensation to farmers for
the acquired land.

It is for this reason that
the State government has de-
cided to determine land ac-
quisition rates through ne-
gotiations  rather  than
following the ready reck-
oner. Also, this would be the
first project in the State to
offer both monetary com-
pensation and alternative
land for the acquired land.

All benefits related to the
rransferable  development
rights (TDR) will be
provided under the Purandar
Aerocity project.

The children of the pro-
ject-affected farmers will be
given 100 per cent priority in
employment.
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Navi Mumbai airport to start
commercial flight ops today

PRESS TRUST GF INDHA
Sumbai. 14 December

The Adanl group-promoted
Mavi Mumbal International
Alrporr  (NMLIA} will cows-
mence  commercial  fight
operations  on  Thursday,
noconding o & statement.

The development Is
expectad o rediuce congestlon
ntthe existing Mumbal Inter-
natieral Alrport, besides sig-
niftieantly boosting capacity in
the MME.

Onthe first day, IndiGo, Alr
Il Fupress. Akasa Alr and
Srar Alrwill operate domestic
services, connecting the new
fscility o nine destinathons
across Indls, the private air-
portoperntor sald on Wednes-
diay. Thealrport will handle 15
scheduled departures on the
first day, it sald, adding that

during the initial phase, the
Tacility willl operate for o hous
— between B am and § pm,
with up to 24 schedubed daily
dapartures to 13 destinations
and the capability to manags
up to 10 abrcrall moveiments
(arrivale and departures) per
hour, jpadded.

The first phase of the five-
phased airpont has been butl
at aoest of T19650 crore,

Spread across 1860 hec-
tares, the alrport will have one
terminal and one muvway in
the firss phase, with an annual
pasenger handling capacity
of 20 million. By the tme all
five phases of the airporn are
completed, I will be catering
w o0 milllon passengers
annully

The airporm was inaugur-
ated by the Prime Minlster on
Octaber B
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HC rejects PIL on
airport land dispute

VULINI
VAMSHIDHAR | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 22

The Telangana High
Court on Monday dis-
posed of a PIL that
alleged encroachment of
97.06 acre of airport land
in Mankhal, Thukkuguda
municipality, by the real
estate firm Vertex
Developers LLE

Kukkala Krishna, a fish-
erman from Tukkuguda,
had filed the PIL stating
that the authorities
were not responding
to his representa-
tions or complaints
made against the
firm who, he
alleged, had
encroached on govern-
ment land for its Vertex
KLR Giga City project.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice
Aparesh Kumar Singh
and Justice G.M.
Mohiuddin declined to
adjudicate the PIL on
merits, observing that the
pleadings were incom-
plete and lacked authenti-
cated material particu-

lars. The bench noted that
the petitioner failed to
furnish specific details
regarding the exact
extent of land allegedly
encroached, the survey-
wise description, and the
nature of permissions
obtained by the developer
from statutory authori-
ties such as HMDA and
RERA.

The bench observed that
in the absence of such
essential particulars, nei-
ther the could the court
nor the statutory
authorities be
expected to take
action.

The court direct-
ed the petitioner to
submit a comprehen-

sive representation
before the Rangareddy
district collector along
with supporting docu-
ments, details and evi-
dence within four weeks,
The court directed the
collector to consider the
same in accordance with
law, including the Land
Encroachment Act, 1905,
after giving all parties
concerned a hearing.
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30 FLIGHTS CONNECTING NINE DESTINATIONS ON DAY ONE

Navi Mumbai Airport

to Take Off Today

Forum Gandhi

Mumbal: Adanl Alrports” Navl
Mumbal Imternational Alrport
will start commercial operations
on Thursday, with 30 flights split
equally between arrivals and de-
partures scheduled scross nine do-
mestic destinations including Hy-
derabad, Gon and Bengaluru, snid
prople familine with the mattor

The inaugural IndiGo Dight fom
Hyderabad will arrive on Christmas
morning. Other airlines launching
sorvices on the inaugural day nelo
die Adr Indin Express. Akasa Adr, and
Star Alr

The airport is expected to handle
over 4,000 passengers on its ope-
ning dax the people said

Adani Alrports did not respond to
nguery

Gautam Adanl, chairman, Adani
Ciroup, and Jeet Adand, the group's
director, airports, and other offici-
als will be present at the airport to
weleome those arriving in the first
flight, and hand over boarding pas-
s0s 1o departing passengers

The greenfleld alrport has been

built by Navi Mumbai Internatio-
nal Airport (NMIAL), a public-pri-
vate parinership Adanl Airports
Holdings owns 74% while Chty &
Industrial Development Corpors
tiom of Maharashtra (CHMCCOY)
holds a 26% stake

IndiGo will be the dominant ope-
rator across most routes, while
Akasa Alr will operate services to
Ahmedabad, Goa, Kochl and Delhi,
and Alr India Express will operaie
fMlights to Bengaluru and Delhi

Routes to Delhi will see the hig-
hest activity on the first day, with
atotal of threedaily lights opera
ted by IndiGo, Air Indin Express,
and Akasa Alr Star Aly will also
operate flights to Goa, the people
said.

“During the initial phase, NMIA will
operate betwesn (800 hrs and 20000
hrs, with up to 24 scheduled daily de-
partures (o 13 destinations,” the air
port sadd In a stalement on Wednes-
day and the capability to manage up
to 10 aircrall movements per hour
From February 2026, operations are
planned to progressively scale up o
round-the-clock services,” the airport
sald In o stntement on Wednesday
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CM Fadnavis assures villagers on Purandar airport

Varad Bhatkhande
PUSE
Addressing concerns raised
by villagers affected by the
proposed Purandar
International Alrport. Chief
Minlsier Devendra Fadnavis
intemcted directly with them
on Tuesday, assuring fair com-
pensation and swting that the
project would give a major
boost o indusirial develop-
ment in the reglon

Fadnavis said several Indus
tries werne keen o west In
Pune and that the Purindas
airport would play a cruclal

role In facilitating this growth.

He sald the project would not

be limited to passenger traffic s

but would alse functon as a
cargo hub, particularty bene-

fiting the trade of perishable 2

gooads The airport. he added,
would significamly benefit
Purandar and the surround-
Ing areas and comtribute at
least a 2% increase to Punes
gross domesiic product.
Villagers from seven wil-
Inges affected by the Purandar
srport project anended the
moeeting and raised questions
before  the government
Purandar MLA Vijay Shiviare,

Additional Chiel Secretary

(Finance) or Gupra,
Additlonal Chiel Secretury
(Trunsport) Sanjay  Set hi,
Principal Secretary

(Industries) P Anbalagan,
Maharashira Industrial
Development  Corporation

CED P Velrasu and Pune
District Collector Jitendra

Dl were present
Emphassing  that  the
Purandar alrport Is viml for

the development of
Maharashtm and Pune, the
Chief Minlster zaid |and

acquisiion declsions would
be taken only after careful
consideration o
farmers receive the madmum
possible compensation. He
said all benefits related to
Transferable Development
Rights would be exended
under the Purandar Aerocity
project

“Children  of  project-
affected farmers will receive

ensure

100% priority n jobs. Once
land acquisition mies are
finmlised, & skill development
centre will be established for
local youth w provide the
training required by indus-
tries. Legal cases Aled during
earlier protesis against the
propa will be withdrawn,”
Mr Fodnovis said

He said proper rehahilite-
tion of farmers and residents
affected by the project wasthe
government’s highest prionty.
The state intends to offer com-
pensation higher than the
original land value o safe-
guard farmers
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For now, Navi Mumbai airport to be accessible only via road

Ateeq Shaikh and G
Mohiuddin Jeddy

ateeq shalkh @hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) will become the
first region in India to have two
functional airports once the
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port (NMILA) opens on Thursday.
Though the airport will initially
be accessible only via road, it
has been planned as a fully net-
worked, multi-directional trans-
port hub designed to absorb
passenger and cargo traffic from
across the Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region (MMR) and key hin-
terland corridors, said Vijay
Singhal, vice chairman and
managing director of the City
and Industrial Development
Corporation (CIDCO), which
holds 26% stake in the airport.
“This is not an airport that
depends on one corridor work-
ing well,” Singhal said. “From
the outset, we mapped direc-
tional traffic flows separately—
from South Mumbai, the eastern
suburbs, Thane, Kalyan-Dom-
bivli, Navi Mumbai, Pune,

30 flights on roster

First Arrival

6E460 from

AIRLINES i, ARRIVALS >”DEPARTURES Bengaluru at
Indigo ] g 08:00 hrs

it Indi 2 2 First Departure
o 5 Ep 6E882 10
R N 2

Star Air

Nashik-5urat and the Konkan
belt—so that no single route
becomes a bottleneck and air-
port access remains reliable,
irrespective of where traffic
originates.”

Road, rail access
For now, flyers and visitors to
the airport will have to either

Last Arrival
E2055 from
Goa (MOPA) at
18:50 hrs

6E461t0

Bengaluru at
19:45 hrs

drive down or take a cab till the
dedicated area outside terminal
L. The existing Sion Panvel High-
way, Palm Beach Road, Amara
Marg (NH348A) and NH548
(starting at Kalamboli Circle and
ending at the intersection of
NH348 at Kalamboli) will pro-
vide direct connectivity with
Mumbai, Thane and north

08:40 hrs

ROAD ACCESS

~ tion

of NH348 at Kalamboli)
3 (

% Palm ~1
beach road ——

Amara Marg \

—

——

i h?[b-a_‘fr,:,‘;} "

MMBR.

The airport will also be con-
nected with south Mumbai via
the Atal Setu, also known as the
Mumbai Trans Harbour Link,
and the upcoming Ulwe Coastal
Road. The Ulwe Coastal Road,
however, is expected to be ready
only by 2026-end; till then, visi-
tors will have to take the Uran-

o Flyers/ visitors must
either drive down or take
a cab till the dedicated
8 area outside terminal 1

» Terminal 1is accessible via Amara Marg (NH348A), which is
connected with the Sion Panvel Highway, Palm Beach Road and
MH548 (starting at Kalamboli Circle and ending at the intersec-

—— Sion Panvel Highway

Panvel Road and the Ulwe-
NMIA-Belapur Road after exit-
ing Atal Setu to reach the
airport.

Targhar, the railway station
nearest to NMIA on the Nerul-
Uran and Belapur-Uran lines,
became operational on Decem-
ber 15. But the station is located
3.5 kilometres away from the

airport, and only 13 and 12 daily
services are scheduled between
Belapur and Uran and Nerul and
Uran, respectvely, in each direc-
tion.

The Navi Mumbai Municipal
Transport (NMMT) has plans to
operate bus services between
Targhar and terminal 1, while
NMIAL has plans to run shuttle
services in due course.

“The railway link will largely
be beneficial to the airport
workforce coming from various
parts of the MMR," said BVIK
Sharma, Chief Executive Officer,
NMIAL.

Metro, water transport

CIDCO has plans to develop a
Navi Mumbai Airport Express
Metro, linking NMIA with
CSMIA. The 34-km route, span-
ning 25.8 km elevated tracks and
8.2 km underground sections,
will feature 20 stations - 14 ele-
vated and six underground. The
route will have multiple inter-
changes. including with the
under construction Metro 2B
(DN Nagar to Mandale-Mank-
hurd), the now ready Metro 3

(Aarey-JVLR to Cuffe Parade)
and Metro 6 (Swami Samarth-
Vikhroli).

CIDCO is also extending the
Eelapur-Pendhar Metro, opera-
tionalised in November 2023, by
3.02-km till the airport. Called
Navi Mumbai Metro 1A, the
extension will be integrated
with Mumbai Metro 8 at Sagar
Sangam Interchange Station
opposite the Navi Mumbai
Municipal Corporation (NMMC)
headquarters.

CIDCO also has plans to build
Navi Mumbai Metro Lines 2, 3
and 4 from Taloja to Khandesh-
war, which will make NMIA
accessible from the eastern side.

Meanwhile, the NMIA man-
agement is coordinating with
various authorities to develop a
water terminal on Panvel Creek
to facilitate transport for both
passengers and cargo. The
Maharashtra Maritime Board
has appointed the Kochi Water
Metro to assist in commission-
ing 10 new passenger water
transport routes, of which four
are proposed to connect with
NMIA.
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{ ASSAULT BY PILOT AT IGI }
Med report lists injuries
suffered by IGI passenger

Jignasa Sinha

jlgnaa sinha@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Wednesday said they have
received a medical report of the
passenger who was allegedly
assaulted by an off-duty Air
India Express pilot at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport last week.

An FIR in the case was lodged
on Monday after the complain-
ant submitted a written com-
plaint on the same day.

On Friday, Ankit Dewan
posted on X about how he was
assaulted by Captain Virender
Sejwal at IGI's Terminal 1. He
had alleged the assault took
place in front of his daughter
who was left traumatised. A
senior police officer on Wednes-
day said, “We approached air-
port authorities and have col-

lected the CCTV footage which
shows the alleged assault. We
also sent the victim for a medi-
cal report and have received it.
It shows a nasal fracture among
other bruises and injuries. We
have also called the CISF staff to
give their statement as they
were the first to intervene.”

Deputy commissioner of
police (DCP) (IGI Airport)
Vichitra Veer said Dewan's
statement has been recorded.
After Dewan's social media
post, Sejwal was suspended by
the airline.

On Monday, police said two
cross complaints have been
received via email in the matter.

Sejwal has been booked
under sections 115 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 126 (wrongful
restraint), and 351 (criminal
intimidation) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.
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CCTV footage
of IGIA assault
under review:
Delhi Police

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi police on Tues-
day scrutinised CCTV foot-
age of the alleged assault
on a passenger by an Air
India Express pilot at the
Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport.

The incident took place
on December 19. An FIR
was registered on Decem-
ber 22, after which the vic-
tim, Ankit Dewan, was
called to record a detailed
statement, undergo a med-
ical examination, and col-
lect evidence.

Taking to X, Mr. Dewan
said the police showed him
the CCTV footage of the in-
cident, which “clearly
showed” that it was Viren-
dra Sejwal who began the
physical assault.
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Noida International
Airport inauguration
inJanuary, says Yogl

Express News Service
Noida, December24

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on Wed-
nesday said that Noida Interna-
tional Airport at Jewar will be
inaugurated in January next
year.

Speaking on the final day of
the Winter session of the state
Assembly, Adityanath high-
lighted the rapid expansion of
aviation and transport infra-
structure in the state after 2017,
with particular emphasis on
the Jewar airport.

“The state has the highest
number of airports in the
country... Before 2017, Uttar
Pradesh had very few airports.
Of those, only two were oper-
ational, and two were partially
operational,” he said.

"Today, 16 airportsare func-
tional. Of these, four are inter-
national airports and the fifth
international airport, which
will be India's largest, will be
made operational in Jewar next
month. This is the speed of
Uttar Pradesh," Adityanath said
in the House.

Headded thestate had seen
significant growth in express-
ways, rail and urban transport
connectivity in recent years.

“Before 2017, there were
one-and-a-half expressways in
UP.Today, there are 21 express-
waysinUttar Pradesh, and ifall

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
speaks at UP Assembly, in
Lucknow on Wednesday. ani

22 are completed, then UP
alone would have 60% of the
expressways in the country.
The largest railway network in
the country is currently in UP,
16,000 km. The highest
number of Metro lines in the
country is in UP,” he said.

The Noida International
Airport is a greenfield project
being developed in the Jewar
area of Gautam Buddh Nagar
distriet under the publie-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) model.
The first phase of the project,
spread over around 1,300 hec-
tares, wasinitially scheduled to
begin operations in September
2024.
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Noida Int’l
Airport to be
inaugurated

in Jan: Yogi

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath on Wednesday said the
Noida International Airport
at Jewar will be inaugurated in
January 2026

Speaking on the final day of
the Winter session of the state
Assembly, the chiel minister
highlighted the rapid expan-
sion of aviation and transport
infrastructure in the state after
2017, with particular emphasis
on the upcoming Jewar airport.

“Before 2017, there were
very few airports in UP. Two
of them were operational
while the other two were par-
l'::l]lj-' functional, Tuda}'. 16 air-
ports are functional. Out of
these, lour are international
atrports and the ffth interna-
tional airport, which will be
India's largest, will be made
operational in Jewar next
month. This is the speed of U
Adityanath said. MM
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Hydroponic cannabis worth
%06 crore seized at Surat airport

Times News NETwoRK

Surat: In one of the largest se-
izures of hydroponic weed in
Gujarat, the Surat Detection
of Crime Branch(DCB)hasse-
ized 17.65 kg of hydroponic
cannabis worth Rs 6.18 crore
from Surat International Air-
port. Actmgun a tip-off, police
arrested a
man and a wo-
man who arri-
ved from
Bangkok on
an Air India
Express flight
and later detained a third ac-
cused who had come to receive
the consignment.

DCB teams intercepted the
passengers after Air India Ex-
press flight IX-263 from Bang-
kok landed at Surat airport at
around 7.40pm on Monday. Du-
ring a search of their luggage,
police recovered 16 packets of
hydroponic cannabis concea-
led in secret compartments in-
side trolley bags. The packets
had been hidden using multi-
ple lavers and special materi-
als to evade detection.

Deputy commissioner of
police (crime) Bhavesh Rojiya
said the operation was carried
out based on specific intelli-
gence. “Our teams, led by in-

Surat crime branch seized 17.7kg
of hybrid cannabis, worth Rs 6.18
crore at Surat Airport. A Chennai
man and a woman whao fled to
Surat from Bangkok on Monday
were apprehended

spectorsJ N Goswamiand SN
Parmar, reached the airport
after receiving information
about a large consignment of
hydroponic weed. In coordina-
tion with Dumas police, CISFE,
DRI and the Air Intelligence
Unit, wearrested two passeng-
ers from the Bangkok flight
and recovered the contraband
from their bags,” he said.

The arrested passengers
were identified as Mohammad
Igbal Ahmed Khan (51)and Ra-
siva Abdul Kapoor (53). Police
later arrested Tamim Ansari
(42), who had come to the air-
port to receive the consign-
ment. “The accused had pla-
ced additional bags inside the

main luggage and created
multiple hidden compart-
ments. They used special pa-
per and layering techniques to
avoid detection,” Rojiva ad-
ded.

Police said all three accu-
sed are natives of Tamil Nadu
and have prior cases underthe
Narcotic Drugs and Psychot-
ropic Substances (NDPS) Act
registered against them.
Khan isaresident of Chennai,
Kapoor hails from Vellore and
Ansari isfrom Kanchipuram.

According to investiga-
tors, Ansari had ordered the
consignment from wanted ac-
cused Mohammad Aliand Mo-
hammad Ibrahim, bath Chen-
nai natives who have been re-
siding in Thailand and Malay-
sia for several years. Police
saidthegangispartof alarger
Tamil Nadu-based smuggling
network involved in traffick-
ing hydroponic cannabis from
Southeast Asia.

In Nov, the Surat DCB had
seized another large consign-
ment of hydroponic weed at
Surat airport from a passeng-
erarriving on the same AirIn-
dia Express flight from Bang-
kok. Sources said the carriers
involved in both cases are lin-
ked to Tamil Nadu-based net-
works.



What's delaying Noida airport: Unfinished wall, ‘porous’

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

Noida: Calendar vear 2025 is
almost up and the answer to
whether Noida International
Airport (NIA) will become
operational this fiscal, which
1s by March 31. 2026, should be
known on Christmas.

Union aviation secretary
Samir Sinha will on Thursday
hold a review of the status of
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the airport — which still has
some kev elements, including
thecritical perimeter wall, un-
finished —with all agencies in-
volved, based on which its
readiness for inauguration
will be decided. After formal
inauguration, at least 45 days
are required for an airport to
become operational.

A source close to develop-
ments told TOL, “NIA's perim-
eter wall was not ready till ve-

ry recently In its absence,
watch towers have been set
up at regular intervals on the
perimeter that require prop-
er illumination. Passenger
flow areasfor arrivals and de-
partures are porous at some
points, due to which thereisa
potential for mix-ups hap-
pening, like arriving flyers
passing on stuff to departing
ones and vice-versa. This
needs to be plugged.”

Besides, bomb disposal
equipment at the airport is
vet to be certified by Central
Industrial Securitvy Force.
The aviation ministry, mean-
while, has taken up the issue
of the NIA CEO, Christoph
Schnellmann, being an expat
with the home ministry. They
are learnt to have pointed out
that the CEOs of both Air In-
diaand IndiGoare foreign na-
tionals as well. “We expect to

resolve this issue, too,” a
source said. Schnellmann is
anold India hand and was in-
volved with the construction
of Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport in
2007-08. Foreignm CECQs for
greenfield airports need se-
curity clearance from the
home ministry.

Secretary Sinha on Thurs-
day will meet senior officials
of agencieslike Bureau of Civ-

passenger arca and foreign CEO

il Aviation Security (BCAS),
CISF and Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, apart from
executives of NIA. Once these
issuesareresolved, aninaugu-
ration date will be sought from
the Prime Minister's Office.
Doing this in Jan is critical if
NIA is to become operational
this fiscal and then ramp up
operations in the peak sum-
mer months,

Navi Mumbai Airport, for

instance, was inaugurated on
Oct 8, 2025, and will start
handling flights from Thurs-
day (Dec 25) — a gap of 2.5
months, Mopa, Goa's second
airport, was inaugurated on
Dec 11, 2022, It became oper-
ational from Jan 5, 2023.

New airports gradually
ramp up operations to check
whether their systems are
working fine. Teething trou-
bles are not uncommon in

large infrastructure projects
like airports. Schnellmann
had recently told TOI NTA will
begin with a “limited window
of daytime operations” in the
first few weeks and then grad-
ually have night flights.

A specific process — “oper-
ational readiness and airport
transfer” (ORAT) — is under-
taken to bridge the gap be-
tween construction readiness
and operational readiness.
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2 airlines get initial clearance
to begin operations in India

New Delhl, Dec. 24: India
has granted initial clear-
ance to two airlines to
begin operations, weeks
after mass cancellations
by the country's largest
airline IndiGe brought
into focus the lack of com-
petition in world's fastest-
growing aviation market.
The civil aviation min-
fstry granted a no-ohjec-
tion certificate to regional
airline alHind Air and
FivExpress this week,
minister Ram Mohan
Majdu said in a post on X,
adding that the govern-
ment 18 working to enco-
urage more competition
in the domestic market.
The risks associated
with IndiGo’s dominance
were highlighted earlfer
this month when about
4,500 flights were cancel-
led because of poor stafl
planning. As a result, tens

AIR SPACE

@ CIVIL AVIATION min-
istry granted a no-
objection certificate

to two regional air-

lines.

® GOVERNMENT

working to encourage
more competition in dom-
estic aviation market.

of thousands of passenge-
rs were stranded at airpo-
rts all over India and some
analysts called for govern-
ment o ncentivise more
companies to operate,

IndiGo has a market
share of about 65 per cent,
followed by rival Alr India
Group with about 27 per
cent. Smaller carriers
make up for the rest.

The alHind aims to

® RISKS ASSOCIATED
with IndiGo’s dominance
highlights when 4,500
flights were cancelled.

@ INDIGO HAS market

share of 65%, follow-

ed b'; Air India Group
21%.

@ INDIA granted permits
to 6 air operators since
2020 to begin operations.

begin operations in south-
ern India with a fMeet of
ATR Turbo-prop alrcraft,
It is in the process of
obtaining an alr operator
certificate. A banner on
FlyExpress” website also
sajd coming soon.

India has granted per-
mits to six air operators
sinece 2020 to begin opera-
tions, including some reg-
ional earriers. — Reuters
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IndiGo to wet-lease 7 aircraft
from Qatar Airways, Freebird

MEW FLIGHT PLAN. To step up domestic capacities due to rising demand, supply-side issues

—
Rohin Vald

Fitw Dl

Tia basnst doirsestic capacity,
ermbartled airline ndsGo ks
entered Inmo wet-lease agree-
menas with Qrar Alrweys
arel Freehipd Abrlines, In-
dusry SOUTCES told
imesinersfime.

In technicnl parlonce, &
wol-ldaid  agrecment  in-
vohes leasing of areral
alemyg with eockpn and cabin
crew, malmersanoe ol bn-
surnnce, all |u'-.|l.'u|r|| h:.: the
lemsor, In total, seven aircrall
are baing leased — two Trom
Qarar Atrwinys and five from
Frechird Airlines

The agreensern will allow
Indifio 1o statinn two mir
craft, which will be inducted
mn December and January.
Additionally, five Afrbus
AR aireraft, alosg with gi-
lots ard crew, will be indue-
ted from Frechind Adrlines,

SHORT- TERM RAMP-LT
These Messures are expec
ted 10 reEmp up domestic oo
pacity in the short term.
Sources said that IndiGo
s expectnd o receive five
Abrbus AR aircrafl @ carly
s Jnnumry. “This mave nap
ports the airfine’s efforts o

CAPACTTY THRIM. indi= 3 aperabeg more than 2,000 fights a
day a5 part of its revesed and scaled-down schedule vsssescs

miape Hsing passenger de-
mand and operational ipa-
iy, ™ they added,

Beongabaru will serve asthe
prienary cperational base for
these wet-leased aircraft

Sources  further  stated
thar IndiCio plans o deploy
the Freebird Airlines adreraft
across ity network, with a fo
<im on regional roates ©on-
necting Bemgalaru to destin-
arions such  as  Bolkara,
Almedabad and Surm

Sources sakd the airline
hed secured permission for
wet leasing these wiremaft
well before the recent dis
ruptions. “However, it &= only
now that the carrier kas star-
tedl o aggressively push for
thi: indution of this Gips-
city,” sources said.

Presently, wet-Jease for

domestlc operstions i al-
bmwed in FF\‘\.‘I.\' elrcum-
stanies whien aireralt avail-
ability i in guistion doe 10
supply-aide comsraings

RISING TRAFFIC
“The domestic marker re
quires more copactty addi
tson due to the rising passen
ger nusmbers,” sources said,
The government noain-
tains (har wet leasing of air-
iralt 8 @ normal practics im
1he ul::lw]laula[lnn||\.1uu1q.'
Minlstry of Ol Avi-
acion said that due 1o the
grounding of mrcraft be
couse of  engine-related i
sues amd the delays in deliv-
exy of sircraft sgainst orders
Trom the OEMS, meany Indian
CHITiErs, 4§ B SOp-gap ar
rangement, are resorting 1o

wet kense from foreign com
panics. In an undertaking
submitted by Endigo Airlines
i the instant case, il aotght
4 last it extenzion sl i
lovg-range nircraft (A321-
XL} are 1o be delivered by
Fehruary 20dsa

The amirling is requared 1o
regularty share its recruit
ment plan for pilots and
wahin crew, including the ap-
dated strength, the recruit-
mirt and traning pipeline
Tor the comiing ok, did
mhEnseres 1aken 1w prevent
Psner \hl'rﬁ'JHl,‘\ a ALK
linked to Flight Duty Time
Limitacions [FOTL)

The move b8 expected 10
prowide relielio the airline as
the Centre has curmiled 1=
domestic schedule by 10 per

[=. 8

IMPROVING (078

IndiGa s opemting fore
than 2,00 Thghts & day as
part of s revised and scaled-

down schedule,
The airline bad carlier
cied thar it has demon

strated  contipnme  opera
tional normalisation and st
hilsty ower the last two
wevks, with all 138 opéra-
Tl destinations
comnected.

Al rend pid
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DGCA panel gets more
time to finish IndiGo probe

o to complete its probe. “The
Rohit Vaid airline has  submitted
Mew Dethi

The committee setr up by the
civil aviation safety regulator
to investigate the recent dis-
ruption of IndiGo flight ser-
vices has been granted ex-
tension till Friday, December
26, 2025, sources told
bysinessline,

The panel was earlier dir-
ected to submir its findings
along with a comprehensive
report on the IndiGo crisis
within 15 days, by December
20,

TIME SOUGHT

According to sources, the
four-member  committee
had sought additional time

massive data points which
need tobe analysed,” sources
businessiine spoke to said.
“The committee wanted
some extra time to finish ies
report.” Accordingly,
sources said, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
[DGCA) dppm\.’ed the re-
quest extended the
dc.ldimc for submission of
the report until Friday.

It is probing IndiGo’s
flight cancellations, examin-
ing planning, crew manage-
ment, and  regulatory
oversight.

The four-member com-
mittee is led by Joint Dir-
ector General Sanjay K
Bramhane,
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Air India to connect
Delhi & Rome, IndiGo
to fly Delhi-London

Dur Bureas
Hare Dbl

India™s airline majors on
Wednesday announced plans
1o & their respective
ghobal oetworks by adding
Hights to Rome and London.
.’u:l.nrdlnt;h Air India will
COMMEnCce I'hrdn[s from
Dethi to Rome wheres In-
diGowill operate a service to
Londan,

ﬂLETh'taG.lm.l.p-hd.-\:ir[u-
dia will resume its non-stop
flights between Delhi and
Rome (Leonardo da Vinel In-
termational Airpart-Fi-
e

The Hight marks the air-
line's return o the [alan
capital after nearly six years.
Air Indin's services to Rome
had  remained :u.rperldrd
since thie Covid-19

e
Pm!lfgjmﬁng.umhﬁ.m:s,
Air India will opernte the
Dethi-Rome  servdce  four
LEmes a week.

As per the airline, the
flights are scheduled ahead
of the spring and summer
travel 'pu!gzlﬁm Ei

*This nan-$op Service not
only asgments direct con-
pectivity between the two
capital cities but also offers
travelbers from [aly greater
choice and sexmless omaand
connections via our Delhi

bub to destinations across
the Incdian Subcomtinent and
Southesst Asi” said Nipun
al, Chief Commerdial
(eticer, Air India.
Meanwhile, IndiGo will
lannch new direct flights
between Delhi and London
(Heathrow) effective Febru-
Aty 2. 2035,

FIVE TIMES A WEEK
The asirfine will operate the
rowte five times 3 week using
Bowing 787 aircraft taken on
wet or damp lease from
Norse Atlantic Airaayd.

The aircraft will feature 2
dhial-chisas coafiguration

iging  IndiGoStretch
arud E‘nnm‘u\_.‘ Class. IndiGo
already operates daily direct
fights between Mumbai and
Laonden et brow.

With the launch of the
Delhi-London service, the
airline will operate a total of
12 weekly Rights i London.

It has recently lainched
flights from Defhi to Den-
pasar (Baki), Krabs, Hanoi,
Guangzhiou, and

the introduction of dinect
flights m Athens starting
Jan 2036,

IndiGo added 10 mew -
ternational destinations arnd
over 30 new global routes
From variows points in India
over the pest 12 months.



HITH
AIRPORTS AUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 25 DECEMBER 2025

Air India eyes over 55%
new, refreshed wide-body

fleet by 2026-end

——
Rohit Vakd
Fow Dathi

Tata Group-lad Alr India s

over 55 per cent of
itz wide-body fleet 1o com-
prise new and refreshed air-
eraft by the end of 2026 in-
dustry sources sakd.

According 1o the sources,
six new wide-body alreraft,
including Boelng 7479 and
Alrbus O-10041 alreraft,
are 21 10 joln the airline's
fleer, with the first Boeing
FET-9 alreraft likely to be in-
ducted in the firss half of
Januoary 3026,

Besides, theairline alms o
completely retrofit ar Jeast
12 Hoelng 7RT aircrafi. Om
the whole, the alrline will
have close 1o 60 wide-body
alreraft.

“The aldine's aim s w

have 60 per cent of its wide-
body feet to b new of retro-
fitred by the end of 2026,
souroes told husireoline.

The alrdine lhad esrlier

ighted thar in 2024, it
:EE?{EQ induet six new wide-
y oircraft,  alongside
around 20 narvow-body ale-
crafi.

However, the fleet size
will rermaln fiar due vothe re-
s of some older leased

4. AL present, Alr Indis
E—.neg _fh: uppraded Hnmpnpé
T77 alreraft, six Alrbus AZS0
and six Boelng 787-9 alreraft
eardler operated by Vistara,

“18 aircrsft are either new

or with better onboard
products than the older gen-
erimion  Jers,”  sowrces
addded.

As per Alr India, the Boe-
ing 787 retrofit programme
foems of the alrline's

broader eabin upgradation
plan under i1s transforma-
tlon roadmag.

The rerrohs work involves
the insrallation of new seass
across cabing, upgraded in-
flight entercalnment  sys-
tems, refreghed cabin interi-
ors, and improved lightin
and lovarories, the ];Eun:ﬁg

e our.
Pd-“:nh: moment, two of s
Boelng THT-H alreraft are In
Victorville in the US where
they are being mecrofitted.
The first two will come back
Inro service In February 2026

The airline had
carlier said that
in 2026, it plans
to induct & new
wide-body
aireraft & around
20 narrow-body
aircraft

and thereafter 2-3 aircraft
will be sent for retrofit every
manth,™ sowrces sasd.

Presently, the airfine has
26 Boeing TET-8 alreraft, and
Alr Insdia will eomplere thelr
retrofic by mid-2027.

WI-F1 CONNECTIVITY
Apart from this, the retrofic

ogramme-also includes the
E[tmduu:th:n of Wi-Fi con-
nectiviry on the Boelng 787
fleer.

The retrofit dmeline has
been aligned with alreraft
avalahility, given the alr-
line"s network requirements
and the oagolag induction of
new wide-body alreraft.

The alm is o further m-
Prove PAsSEnger Experionee
through bemer an-ground
:ndng-bmrd soft pnﬂuucu.
which Include mew Interma-
tiomal food menw, o new
beverage menu. bounges 18
well as Wi-Fl on board wide-
sy gireraft, sources sabd.

Currently, 83 per cenz of
Air India's narrow-body alr-
craft have new or raidied
Interiors, as Akr i com-

eted the retrofit of 27 of s
egicy A3X0 family aincraft
earlior this yese.

This will reach 100
cent by the end of 2026, en-
sur A48 5 on Alr In-
dia's nF;mtE:?:l*:i short haul
internotional fights are able
0 experience an radied
be expe g
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Shankh Air plans to
start flights in Q1 2026

Mew Delhi: Shankh Air, which
has received no-abjection
certificate from the Civil
Awiation Ministry, plans to start
services in the first quarter of
2024, In a statement on
Wednesday, Shankh Aviation
said its aircraft are currently
undergoing technical reviews
and are being readied for
delivery to India e
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Harsher winter ahead but committed
to reducing disruptions, says IndiGo

MEEFAE PATEL
e Dehhi, 24 Deoermber

Inedi Goon Wednesday said thar the
alrline had been able o effectively
manage its flights during rhe [ast
ferwr dbays theat had seen fog-related
disruptions acmss normhem India.

“With forecasts indicsting a
harsher winter ahead, we remain
committed to ensuring rellabdlity
and minimising disrueptions scross
our network 1o enstre lessr inoon-
VENIENCE D oUr cLstomers,” ndia’s
largest carrieraaid [n a ctatement.

Afrer having fully stabdlised fis
operations since December g,
IndiGo has been steadily adding
capacity.  within  government
fubdelines, it stated.

“We have been conslstently
operating 2,100-2.200 fights and

IndiGosaid It is fully prepared
tocater to the surge in demand
during cthis holiday season

carrylng over one million cus-
tomers eviery three days, We have
been fiying o and fom all 138
operational destinations acfosg
our network while maimsining the
IndiGo standards of on-time per-
formance,” It added.

IndiGo cancelled over 4200
flights berween December 1 and
December o The melftdown was
tripmered by the alrline's inabiiity
tomeanage i piloc dury roserafier
the Directorate Gemeral of Civil
Aviatbon (DGCA) fully Imple-
meented new, stricter rest and duty
requintions last month, which
Increased weekly rest require-
ments and reduced the hours
piloes can fhy arnighe.

Before the crsks. the aldine
operated atotal of 2,300 flighs per
day — about 2,000 doemestic and
about 300 Internatlonal.

On Wedtnesday, the alrline sald
I s “fulty prepared " tocater to the
surge in demand during this holi-
day season. During the last few
days, hundreds of flights have been
cancelled, primarily at the Delhi

alrport, dustofog.

“In recent days, the avlation
sector experienced iIndustry-wide
disruptions due 1o densa fog, par-
ticulardy across northern India,
Likeall alrdines, we were impacted
oo, However, the operations were
effectivaly managed, underthe cir-
cumstanced, 1o malnesin opet-
arional stabiling” it mentioned.

Thiairdinesald that India's frsy
AINIE plane will soon be
Inducted i s feet and would be
used 1o operate Delhi-Athens and
Mumbai-athens flights scarting
Jamuaryzy

“We are also evaluat! ng addi-
tonal domestic and intema-
tional destinations In line with
ourlleet expansion plans and will
share further updates in due
course,” itadded.
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Ready to Meet any
Surge, says IndiGo;
100 Plaints Filed

Mumbsai: IndiGa on
Wednesday said it is fully
prepared to handle the
SUMEe N air travel guring
the holiday season,
adding that its operations
have stabilised and
capacity Is being ramped
Up within government
guidelines. The airline
=3id it has been consis-
tently operating between
2,100and 2, 2001l|ghts a
day and carrying over
one million passengers
every three days, Mean-
while, consumer affairs
secretary Nidhi Khare
sald Wednesday the
ministry had received
around 100 complaints
related to IndiGo ticket
cancellations, and has
forwarded themto the
aviation regulator

—0ur Bureau/PTI




AIRF‘ DH 'S AUT HUP&T‘I‘ (_?F INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHI 25 DECEMBEE 2025

IndiGo,Akasa flights from

Navi Mumbai flights from Dec 25

Navi Mumbai start Dec 25

HITIM KLUMAR
Hew Delhi, Hovember 15

INDFZO AND AHASA Alrwill
lannch aperations from the
newly-Inaugurated Havi
Mumbal Intermational Afr
port (MMIA) starting
December 25, This
malkes them among
the fird aldines to
begin servicesat the
.'q.ﬂl.|||1|.|al.'|.'|.elr-|.1}u.|ll-
tan Region's second
abrport, whidh wasinau-
_m.|nrrr|m OctoberB
Both alrlines
annoumceed their inatial opera
tional schedules, with IndiGo
planning connedvity to 10
domestic  destinations and
Alasaalr milling oul a mult-
phase launch covering four

have

cities. Alasa Alr has already
opened reservations, becoming
one of the first carriers tooffer
senvices from the new Bacllity,
IndiGo said it will com
mence sovices onDecember 25
and lmk MMIAto Delbi, Ren
galury, Hyderabad,
Ahmedahad, Luc koo,
Morth Goa (Mopal,
Jad puir, Naggar, Kochi,
and Mangalom.

The adeline noted
that MMIA & dr'-ugnmﬁ
o complemyent Chhatem

pati Shivap Ma har.!i ltema
tonal Alrport and caterio rising
am-tmve] demand inthe rr'-girm_
adding that it plans to progres
shasly expand its operations by
imtmducing moredirectroutes

Continued on Page 2

INDIGO HIGHLIGHTED THAT
the addition strengthens s
wider domestic network of 95
airports, Akasa Airwall operate
Lts First Delhi-NAMILA flighton
December 15, followed by
direct services to Goa on the
same day, and o Kochi and
Delhifmom December 26.A Mavi
Mumbal-Ahmedabad service
will begin on December 31
.|'|.|.|.'1.l!:!|.|.|“ to the alrling,
this marksa significant stage
inits ex pansion, as itnowoper
ates 1 weelkdy Bigrhts i MMR

Alees sabd it will progreshvey
scale up operations from
MMIAt 300 domesticand 50
intermational weekhy r|r.-r|1:r
tures,as part of a broader net
work strategy that includes
expanding to 10 parking bases
by FY2027,

“For Akaza Air, NMIA
strengthens cur strategic pres-
ence in MMR and western
lmdla, allowing us to capture
new demand pools acmss”
Praveen lyer, co-founder &
CC0, Alcasa A, said,
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Global aviation hotspots

Busiest flight
routes of 2025

Jeju to Seoul Gimpo

High-demand corridor

2 14.38 million
¢V Seats scheduled for 2025

The South Korean domestic route
remains the world's busiest despite
being a relatively short flight. The
corridor is highly competitive, with
seven carriers operating, as it serves as
acritical link for both business and

N %0 39;000 leisure travellers. However, traffic
1 Seats available each day remains 17% below pre-pandemic
. = levels, reflecting the lasting effects of
§3® 243 nautical miles | ;. Goupions
\--Y Distance between destinations '
- -
M umhal-ne‘hl {he LnrridmdbetlweeT int!ia'si A
.1 T inancial and political capitals is the
India’s key air }IHLE m country’s busiest flight route.
7.64 million Although the twa cities are
connected by frequent train
G\ Seats scheduled for 2025 Ly T
services that could potentially
%0 20.900 divert some demand, air travel
INDIA Seats available each day remains the preferred choice for
. . time-sensitive travellers, sustaining
‘83@ DEE‘I:EJ Eautlcdae!ﬂm{!nens exceptionally high traffic levels.
== nce between nations
- -
Ho“g Kl)l‘lg-TalpEI The route retains its position as
Busiest cross-border route the world's busiest international
- air corridor, with seven carriers
d th
6.83 ml"“’“ operating between the two
bo Seats scheduled for 2025 cities. Positioned at the
% 19'000 I:mssrnad_s. of business, tourism,
and transit travel, the route
mamlﬂle_m oay = continues to generate high
We 435 nautical miles | passenger volumes
‘--* Distance between destinations

Asia Pacific

Global epicentre of air travel

The region dominates glabal air
travel, driven by dense population

centres and sustained demand
9 Of tﬂp 10 between economic hubs. Resilient
busiest routes operate in the domestic tourism markets continue
region to support high volumes, while
7 of tﬂp 10 limited alternative transport

options reinforce the region's

busiest international routes ; .
reliance on air travel.

operate in the region

S

This year, domestic routes dominated global
air travel, with all of the world’s top 10 busiest
routes being within a country

|
e I
i
N ey il

2024

Fare change
rank 2025vs 20

D Jejulinternational - Seoul Gimpa {South Korea)
Sapporo New Chitose - Tokyo Haneda (Tapan)

Fukuoka - Tokyo Haneda (Japan)

Hanoi - Ho Chi Minh City {Vietnam)

Jeddah - Riyadh (Saudi Arabia)

Melbourne - Sydney (Australia)

() Tokyo Haneda - Okinawa Naha (Japan) [
) Mumbai - Delhi (india)

Beijing - Shanghai Honagiao (China)
Shanghai Honggiao - Shenzhen (China)

Top 10 busiest cross-border flight routes
Route

| o (| | h| b x|

Seats 2024  Fare change

rank 2025 vs 2024

[) Hong Kong - Taipei 6,832,683 &+ 6%

$) Cairo - Jeddah 5,753,491 ¥ -12%

[y Kuala Lumpur - Singapore Changi 5,574,409 4 8%

E) Seoul Incheon - Tokyo Narita 5,069,779 ¢ -12%

3 Seoul Incheon - Osaka Kansai 4,959,596 + -16%

) Jakarta - Singapore Chanai 4,619,323 ¢ -5%

(3 Dubai - Riyadh 4,465,632 t 6%

1) Bangkok - Hong Kong 4,169,125 ¥+ -13%

i) Tokyo Narita - Taipei 4,021,181 § . -15%

1) New York JFK - London Heathrow 3,971,000 £ %
Ranking methodology: The busiest air routes are defined as

those with the largest volume of scheduled airline seats in 2025. Source: OAG's The Busiest

Data is for flights in both directions on each route. Hight Routes of 2025
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AL HIND AIR,
FLYEXPRESS GET
GOVT NOD FOR
2026 LAUNCH

Press Trust of India
feedhack@vemint com

NEW DELHI: Two new airlines—
Al Hind Air and FlyExpress—are
set to take to the skics, with the
carriers receiving their no objec-
tion certificates from the civil
aviation ministry.

1n 2026, apart from these two
carriers, Uttar Pradesh-based
Shankh Air, which already hasa
Mo Objection Certificate {NOC),
is likely to start operations. Al
Hind Air is being promoted by
Kerala-based alhind Group.

The ministry is keen to have
maore girline operators in the
country, which is one of the
world's Eastest growing domestic
civil aviation markets,

Currently, there are nine oper-
ational scheduled domestic car-
riers in the country. Fly Big, a
regional airline, suspended
schedulied flights in October.

IndiCo and Air India Group—
Air India and Air India
Express—together have over
90% of the domestic market
share.

Concerns about apparent
duopoly in the [ast-growing
domestic airlines’ industry zot
amplified this month in the wake
of the massive operational dis-
ruptions at IndiGo, which has a
market share of more than 65
per cent

“Over the last one week,
pleased o have met teams from
new airlines aspiring to take
wings in Indian skies- Shankh
Air, Al Hind Air and FlyExpress.
While Shankh Air has already
wot the NOC from the Ministry,
Al Hind Air and FlyExpress have
received their NOCs this week,”
civil aviation minister K Ham-
mohan Naidu said in a post on X
on Tuesday.

Schemes like UDAN, have
enabled smaller carriers Star
Air, India One Air and FlySl o
play an important role in the
regional connectivity within the
country and there is more scope
for further growth, he added.

Apart from Air Indis, Air
India Express. IndiGo and state-
owned Alliance Air, other sched-
uled carriers are Akasa Adr, Spi-
celet, Star Air. Fly91 and India-
One Air, as per latest data from
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA).




AIRPL}H TS AUT HORIT‘I’ OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHI 25 DECEMBER 2025

Shankh Air to
fly Q1 2026

Shankh Air, which has re-
ceived no-objection certifi-
cate from the civil aviation
ministry, plans to start ser-
vices in the first quarter of
2026, it said in a statement.
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FIR LODGED ON MONDAY

IGI pilot-flyer incident:
assault is confirmed,
police scan footage

Express News Service
New Delhi, December 24

FIVE DAYS after a passenger
was allegedly assaulted by an
AirIndia Express pilotat the In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port (IGIA) in Delhi, the police
have started scrutinising the
CCTV footage of the incident.
An officer also claimed that
amedical report has confirmed
assaulton victim Ankit Dewan.
The CCTV footage shows
the pilot hitting Dewan and re-
straining him, officers said.
The FIR in the matter was
filed on Monday. Speaking to
The Indian Express, Dewan
said he returned from a holiday
in Jaipur and submitted a po-
lice complaint via email. “T am

aware of the developments in
the matter in the past few days
and have submitted an official
complaint via email” he said.
According to him, he had a
verbalaltercation with accused
Virender Sejwal — who was
among the airline staff
members cutting the queue —
following which the pilot as-
saulted him. At the ime of the
incident, Sejwal was not on of-
ficial duty and wastravelling as
a passenger with IndiGoto Ben-
galuru. Sejwal alleged that
Dewan verbally abused him
without provocation and con-
tinued using “abusive, degrad-
ingand threatening language”
even after being asked to stop.
The incident happened on
December 19 at IGI Terminal 1.
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Air Indiaresumes
Romeflights:
IndiGo launches
Delhi-London

direct service

Mumbai: Air travellers are set to
get an enhanced connectivity
berween India and Europe next
year with Tata Group-run Air
Indiaannouncing resumption of
flight servicesto Rome (Italy) and
IndiGo announcing plans to
launch its services to London
Heathrow from Delhi.
AirIndia, which used to op-
erateits flight servicestotheIta-
lian capital city from Delhi till
early 2020, had tosuspend them
inthe wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. IndiGo already operates
daily, direct flights between
Mumbai and London Heath-
row, and will now operate 12
weekly flightsto London. Begin-
ning March 25, 2026, Air India
will operate four times a week
between Delhiand Rome (Leon-
ardodaVinciInternational Air-
port-Fiumicino). IndiGosaid it
will start new direct flights be-
tween Delhi and London
(Heathrow) from February 2 —
five times a week — which will
beoperatedbywetfdmnpleased
Boeing 787 aircraft.
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Two new
airlines get
go-ahead to
begin ops
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Govt gives nod to
two new Indian

airlines: Al Hind
Air, FlyExpress

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Two new air-
lines, Al Hind Air and Fly-
Express, have moved closer
to launching operations after
receiving no objection certif-
icates from the civil aviation
ministry, adding to expecta-
tions of greater competition
in Indias fast-expanding avia-
tion sector.

A third carrer, Uttar
Pradesh-based Shankh Air,
which has already secured its
NOC, is expected to begin
flying in 2026. Al Hind Air is
betng promoted by the Kerala-
based Alhind Group.

Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammuohan MWaidu said the
approvals reflected the gov-
ernment’s push 1o widen par-
licipation in one of the world’s
fastest-growing domestie avi-
ation markets. “Over the last
one week, pleased to have met
teams [rom new airlines aspir-
LL'IE to take Continued an P4

FlyExpress

wings in Indian skies, Shankh
Adr, Al Hind Adr and FlyExpress,”
Naidu said in a post on X on Tues-
day. He added that while Shankh Air
had earlier received its dearance,
the other two carriers were granted
NOCs this week.

India currently has nine opera-
tional scheduled domestic airlines,
according to the Direclorate General
of Civil Aviation. Regional carrier Fly
Big suspended its scheduled services
in Detober. The market is dominated
by IndeGo and the Air India Growp,
comprising Air India and Air India
Esxpress, which together account for
muore than 90 per cent of the domes-
e market share. IndiGo alone holds
aver 65 per cenl. Concerns over a
possible duopoly resurfaced this
munth following widespread opera-
tional disruptions ot IndiGo, drawing
altention o the limited number of
latge plavers in the sector.

MNaidu said the ministry has been
encolragng new entrants as well
as smaller airlines. He noted that
schemes such as UDAN have helped
reglomal carriers, induding Star Air,
[ndia One Air and Fly91, strengthen
connectivity to smaller cities, with

further room for expansion. Besides
IndiGn, Air India, Adr India Express
and state-owned Alliance Air, other
scheduled airines include Akasa Air,
Spicepet, ar Air, Fv91 and India-
One Air. India’ aviation sector has
also seen n.-pr:a.lcd exils in recenl
years, Adrlines such as Go First and
Jet Abrways ceased orperations amid
mounting debl, underlining the chal-
lenges new carriers will face even as
Opporlunitics grow,
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Two new airlines get wings from govt

5 LALITHA @ Mew Delhi

AIR travellers are set to have
more options as three new do-
mestic airlines prepare to launch
operations. Two carriers—Al
Hind Air and FlyExpress—re-
ceived their No Objection Certifi-
cates from the civil aviation min-
istry this week, while Uttar
Pradesh-based Shankh Air, which
already has an NOC, is likely to
begin flights in 2026.

The development gains sig-
nificance following IndiGo’s
operational meltdown in early
December, which drew sharp
criticism over the appar-

ent duopoly in India's domestic
aviation market. The aviation
ministry is keen to have more air-
line operators in the country,
which is one of the world's fast-
est growing domestic civil avia-
tion markets.

“Over the last one week,
pleased to have met teams from
new airlines aspiring to take
wings in Indian skies-

Shankh Air, Al Hind

Alr and FlvyExpress. While
Shankh Air has alreadv got the
NOC from the Ministry, Al Hind
Adrand FlyExpress have received
their NOCs this week,"” Civil Avi-
ation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu said on X.

The ministry wants to encour-
age more airlines in Indian avia-
tion sector, which is amongst the
fastest growing international
aviation markets.

Over the last one week, pleased to have met teams from new
airlines azpiring to take wings In indlan skies—Shankh Air, Al
Hind Alr and FlyExpress

Chal Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu on X

Al Hind Air is being promoted
by Kerala-based alhind Group,
which was founded in the 19905

Schemes like UDAN have ena-
bled smaller carriers Star Air,
India One Air and Fly9l to play
an important role in the regional
connectivity within the country
and there is scope for further
growth, he added.

Currently, there are nine oper-
ational domestic carriers in the
country: Air India, Air India Ex-
press, IndiGo, Alliance Air, Aka-
ga Aldr, Spicedet, Star Air, Fly9l
and IndiaOne Air, as per data
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation.
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Days afterIndiGocrisis, Centregives
nodtotwonewdomesticairlines

MR NAIDU SAIDTHATTHECIVIL AVIATION MINISTRY HAS BEEN
ENCOURAGING MOREAIRLINES INTHEINDIAN AVIATION MARKET,
WHICH IS CURRENTLY DOMINATED BY INDIGO WITH OVER 60 PER
CENTMARKET SHARE. HE EMPHAS IS ED THAT GOVERNMENT
SCHEMES UKEUDAN HAVEENAELED SMALLER CARRIERS TO
PLAYAN IMPORTANT ROLEIN THE REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Delfif, 24 December

Days after the IndiGo crisis,
the Narendra Modi-led
government has given initial
dearance totwo new domestic
airlines to begin opertions
Over the pastweek, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
meet teams from threeupecoming
domestic airlines ~Shankh Air,
Al Hind Air, and FlyExpress.
Whilethe Uttar Pradesh-based
Shankh Air has already received
theno-objection certificate, Al
Hind Airand FlyExpress were
given the nod this week.

Mr Naidusaid that the Civil
Aviation Ministry has been
encouraging more airlines in
the Indian Aviation market,
which is currently dominated
by IndiGo with over 60 per
cent market share.

"It has been the endeavour
of the ministry to encoumge
more airlines in the Indian
Ayviation sector, which isamongst
the fastest-growing aviation

The Statesman

Thu,

WITHINTHE COUNTRY.

murkets in the world owingto
thepoliciesof thegovernment
of Hon'ble PM Narendra Modi,”
Mr Naidu said in a post on
Tuesday night. He emphasised
that povemmentschemes like
UDAN have enabled smaller
carriers ~ Star Air, India One
Air, Fly9l, etc. ~ to play an
important mle in the regional
connectivity within the country.
He also added that there is
morescope for furthergrowth.

The development comes just
afew weeks after India’s largest
domestic carrier IndiGo suffered
unprecedented disruptionsin
its services.

The airline cancelled thou-
sands of flights, leaving tens
of thousands of passengers

25 December 2025

https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/78798062

stranded at airport sacrossthe
country.

The crisis, one of the worst
in India's aviation sector,
stemmed from IndiGo's failure
to comply with the DGCA's
new duty rules. IndiGo said
that Fight Duty Time Limitation
(FTDL)rulesledtocrew shorage
and several other issues, such
as bad weather conditions,
which led to the disruptions
in its services.

The crisis also prompted
allegations of monopoly and
duopoly inthe mviation market.
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
said that theIndiGofiascowas
the cost of the govemment's
monopoly modd thatordinary

people had to pay.
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Flights cancelled

B MUMBAL Domestic
carrier IndiGo, which is
being probed for massive
operatonal disruptions
eariler this month, can-
celled around 50 flights
on Tuesday, according
to the airline’s websita.
The flights have been
cancelled across afrports,
including Mumbai, Delhi,
Varanasl, Pune, Chandl-
garh, Amritsar, Indore
and Patna, among others.
The airline, however, did
not provide any reason
for these cancellatlons. i
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IndiGo fallout: NOCs to 2 proposed airlines issued

Tives NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Seeing the con-
sequences of aduopoly inIn-
dianskiesearlier this month
when IndiGo schedule col-
lapsed, the aviation ministry
has stepped up its efforts to
ensure Indian flyers have
more choices when it comes
to airlines. It has issued no
objection certificates to two
proposed airlines this week.

“Ower the last one week,
met teams from new airlines
aspiring to take wings in In-
dian skies—Shankh Air, Al
Hind Air and FlyExpress.
While Shankh Air has al-
ready got the NOC from min-
istry, Al Hind Airand FlvEx-

File photo

The aviation industry wants the govt to take a close look at factors
that have led to India having among the highest operating cost for
airlines globally, essentially high jet fuel prices and taxes

press have received their
NOCs in this week. It has
beenendeavour of theminis-
try to encourage more air-
lines in Indian aviation
which is amongst the fastest

growing aviation markets in
the world owing to the poli-
cies of Modi govt. Schemes
like UDAN has enabled
smaller carriers Star Air, In-
dia One Air, Flyol etc to play

an important role in the re-
gional connectivity within
the country and there is
more scope for further
growth,” Union aviation
minister Ram Mohan Naidu
said on X Tuesday.

The aviation industry
wants the govt to take a close
look at factors that have led
to India having among the
highest operating cost for
airlines globally, essentially
highjetfuel prices and taxes.
“In Indian aviation ecosys-
tem, almost all stakeholders
— barring airlines — make
money. That's why we keep
seeing airlines regularly col-
lapsing over the last three
decades or even more. A new

airline can be floated but the
same remaining airborne
due to several factors like
high cost structure, taxes,
lack of management band-
width and thin funding is a
big challenge,” said an old
timer.

Tobe sureairline collaps-
es are a global phenomenon
and not limited to India. The
additional worrying factor
here is the cost-hostile envi-
ronment for airlines. “Fly-
ing isno longer a luxury and
the dream that it remain in
the reach of the common
man makes it mandatory to
have cost and tax rational-
isation,” said a senior air-
line official.
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IndiGo fallout? Aviation ministry issues
‘no objection’ to two proposed airlines

Times News NeTwonk

New Delhi: Seeing the
consequences of aduopoly
in Indian skies earlier this
month when IndiGo sche-
dulecollapsed, the aviation
ministry has stepped up its
efforts to ensure Indian fly-
ers have more choices
when itcomestoairlines. It
has issued noobjection cer-
tificates to two proposed
airlines this week.
“Overthelast one week,
mei teams from new airli-
nes aspiring to take wings
in Indian skies—Shankh

BAD BUSINESS?

» Aviation industry wants
govt to take a close look at
factors that have led to India
having among the highest
operating cost for airfines
globally, essentially high

jet fuel prices and taxes

> ‘In Indian ecosystem, almost
all stakeholders, barring
airfines, make money. That's
why we keep seeing airlines
collapsing, an old timer says

Air, AlHind Airand FlvEx-
press, While Shankh Air
has alveady got the NOC

from ministry, Al Hind Air
and FlvExpress have recei-
ved their NOCs in this we-
ok. It has been endeavour
of the ministry to encoura-
ge more airlines in Indian
aviation which is amongst
the fastest growing avia-
tion markets in the world
owing tothe policies of Mo-
di govt..,” aviation mini-
ster Ram Mohan Naidu sa-
idon X Tuesday.

Schemes like UDAN
hasenabled smaller carri-
ers Star Air, India One Air,
Fly9l ete to play an impor-
tant role in the regional

connectivity within the
country and there is more
scope for further growth,”
Union aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said
onX Tuesday.

The aviation industry
wants the govt to take a clo-
se look at factors that have
led to India having among
the highest operating cost
for airlines globally, essen-
tially high jet fuel prices
and taxes. “In Indian avia-
tion ecosystem, almost all
stakeholders barring
airlines — make money.
That’s why we keep seeing

airlines regularly collap-
sing over the last three de-
cades or even more. A new
airline can be floated but
the same remaining air

borne due to several fac-
tors like high cost structu-
re, taxes, lack of manage-
ment bandwidth and thin
funding isabig challenge,”
said an old timer.

To be sure airline col-
lapses are a global pheno-
menon and not limited to
India. Theadditional wor-
rying factor here is the
cost-hostile environment
for airlines.
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London-Hyd
flight gets
bomb threat,
turns out hoax

Tinaes News NETwork

Hvderabad: A British Airwa-
ys{light from London to Hyde-
rabad triggered a security
alert at Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport on Tuesday fol-
lowing a bomb threat email.

The threat, received by the
airport’s customer support te-
am, specifically mentioned
Flight BA277 from London He-
athrow to Hyderabad. After
the aircraft landed safely, air-
port authorities immediately
activated standard aviation
security protocols.

The flight was diverted to
an isolation bay, where pas-
sengers and their baggage we-
re screened., Sniffer dogs were
deployed, and fire engines we-
rekept onstandby asa precau-
tion. After detailed checks, se-
curity agencies confirmed
that no suspicious orhazardo-
us material was found on bo-
ard. Officials said airport ope-
rations continued as normal,
with only the affected flight
subjected to additional safety
measures. The incident is the
latestina seriesof bomb-thre-
at emails received by the Hy-
derabad airport in recent we-
eks, all of which have been
confirmed as hoaxes.

Authorities reiterated that
all standard security procedu-
res were strictly followed.
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IndiGo chaos fallout:
- Govt issues NOCs to
two proposed airlines

Tinaes Mews NETwons

New Delhi: Seeing the con-
sequences of o duopoly in
Indian skies earlier this mo-
nth when IndiGo schedule
collapsed, theaviation mind
stry has stepped up its effor-
[EL0TE e Tk iam Nyers lin-
VE I hoices when it co-
mes toalrlines. 11 has issoed
novohjection certiflcates to 2
proposed airlines this weak,

“Over the bnst woek, met
teams from new Rirtines aspi-
FIRE 1o ke wings i Indlan
skies — Shankh Air; Al Hind
Alr and FlyExproess, While
Shankh Afr has alresdy got
NOC from the ministey, Al
Hind Air amd FlvExpress ha:
ve received their NOCs this
wiak. It s been theendeave
urof the ministry toencoura-
e more alrlines b indian ay
ition, which is amongst the
[astest growing aviathon mar-
Kets Lo the world owing to the
policies of the Maodi gove..,"
Urnnton ebvilavEtbon minbster
Ram Mohan Maidu said on X
Tumsday

‘Airline can be
floated but
staying airborne
is a challenge’

k FromP1

tem, almost all stakehal

diers — barring airlines —
make money That's why we
kiop sev irlines reguloeds
collapsing over the Inst three
deckiles or even more A new
airline can be foated but the
same remaining alrborne due
to soveral faclors like high
cogt structure, taxes, lack of
mahagement bandwidth and
thin funding is a big chal-
lervge, " anabd-timer aaid

Adrline collapses nre a glo
bal phenomenon and rot 1imi
fed to India, The sdditional
wirrying factor here is the
eost-hostile environment for
alrlines. “Flying Is no longer a
luxury and the dream that i@
remmibni In the reach of the
commaon man makes [t man-
datory o have cost and tax ra
tionolisation,” said a senior
atrline oficial

ln Indinn aviation ecosys

BAD BUSINESS?
| = Aviation industry wants
povt to take a chose look at
| tactors that have led to India
| having amang the highest
operating cost for airfines
plobally, essentially high
| et fuel prices and taxes
> 'l Indian ecosystem, almost
all stakeholders,
alrfines, make money, That's
why we keep seoing airines
| collapsing,” an old timer says
DSl fime ot AR Sl XY

Schemes like UDAN have
ennbled smaller carriers 5t-
ar Alr India One Air, Flyal
ot to play an important role
inregional connectivity wit
hin the country and there is
more scope for further gro
wil,” hesald

The aviation Industry
watnls govt to ke & close Jo-
ok at factors thit have led o
Inelia having among the hig-
hesst operating cost for abri-
e lohal ntially high
St Pl pfees ard taes

»“Staying alrborne’, P 18
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On A Wing & A Prayer

New airlines, greenlit by GOI, will fly into the
same business turbulence as old ones

11 perked up that three companies got a green signal to fly
Apassenger planes? It’s great news, sure, but it's a long road

to seeing those planes fly - NOCs are perhaps the easiest step
in the highly complex people-heavy business. Cargo is that much
more stable, growing, and the segment that often rescues the sector.
Getting planes off the tarmac is a challenge and keeping them
airborne is where at least 13 airline companies have crashed in
India. These include the most successful ones, Jet Airways and
Kingfisher - both brutal stories of businesses that went into a
tailspin over a messy hash of financial stress, infra constraints,
regulatory weaknesses and abundant mismanagement.

There’s something curious about how passenger aviation in
India remains stuck in the same morass for decades despite being
the world’s third largest aviation market in passenger traffic -
241mn flyvers in 2024. There's enough analysis of the challenges -
high operating costs, fuel & non-fuel, costs
of repair and maintenance, shortage
. of pilots, not enough planes, ageing
fleets, leasingitself a tug-of-war. Foreign
makers of planes eye the expanding
market but are wary of how quickly a
robust operation can go turtle. Yet,
while there's tomes on how any airline
business sank, there’s nearly not enough
on why any airline was allowed to reach
that point. Aviation’s a mega contributor to the economy. So, every
successful operation that's allowed to fail hurts considerably.
That aviation had become a duopoly was evident ever since Tatas
bought Air India. Why wait for an IndiGo fiasco to move the files
for bringing in more companies? New ventures enter a sector that
hasn't seen fundamental issues addressed — complexities inherent
to the business and, at best, an inattentive regulator.

Running a plane has low-margin profits. Thin balance sheets can
falter. Even the big playvers squeeze passengers, even those who buy
so-called ‘low-cost’ tickets — extra fees for baggage, seat selection and
meals etc. Yet, flyvers must endure companies cutting corners. Severe
safety lapses, fatigued pilots, poor route planning, flight cancellations -
flying has become a costly nightmare. Regional plavers and new
routes —short routes between Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities especially —can
be afabulous market in India, and NOCs and GOI support come not a
dayv toosoon. But planes can’'tfly on jugaad and band-aid. Much much
more needs done to ensure new airlines aren't pies in the sky,
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After IndiGo chaos, two airlines
get green signalfor operations

b H mm.n 51 NE H
NEW DELHI, DECEMEER 24
India’s civil aviation regulator
has deared two new airlines to
enter the market, weeks after
mass cancellations by IndiGo
exposed the nsks of excessive
dependence on a single domi-
nant carrier in the world's
fastest-gromwing miation sector
Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidusaid the ministry
had 1ssued no-ohection certifi-
catesto regional aidine Al Hind
Air and Fly Express, marking
the first formal step towards
the Iaunch of their flight opers:
tions. The approvals come
anmid renewed serutiny of come-
petition in the domestic avia-
tion market
Ina post on X, Naidu said the
government had engaged with
severnil new aldine promoters
overthepastweels, Shankch Air
had received its clearnce ear-
Lier, while Al Hind Air and Fly
Express were pranted their
NOCs this week. The minister
gail the Centre was keen o
encourage more plivers to
operate in the Indian skies to
strengthen competition and
inprove rediabiliby
Recently, IndiGo, which con-
tmls neady two-thirds of the

=
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TOP 2 PLAYERS HOLD OVER 90% SHARE

B Aceording o the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion, India's scheduled air-
lines include Air India, Al
Express, IndiGo, Allianoe
Alr, Alkasa Alr, Spicelet, Star
Air, Fiv&1 and IndialOne Air.

EHowever, traffic emains

heavily concentrated
arnangthe top two players
— |ndiGo holds 65% of mar-
ket share, Air India Group
has 27% share.

B Al other carriers together
account forlessthan a
tenth of the market.

domestic market cancelled
around 5000 flights due to
“staffing and opemtional
issies”, The cancellations Jeft
thousands of passengers
stranded acmss airports, trig-
gering sharp criticism  from
tmvelers and anabysts, Tt also
revived calls for poliey support
to bring in mnore airdines,
Industry observers have
long warned that IndiGo's
dominance makes the svs
tern vulnerable to large-
seale disruption,
Al Hind Air, promoted by the

EKerala-based Al Hind Group, is
expected to fbcus on regional
connectivity inits imitial phase,
Arcording to the aidine it
plans to begin operations as a
commiter carnerwitha fleet of
ATR T2-600 turboprop airermfl,
It aims to provide short-haul
domestic services, partieulardy
in southern India, before prad-
ually expandingits network,
The aidine has identified
Kochi as its operational hub
and 15 oordinating with
Cochin Intemational Awrport
Limited to setupits base, While

the NOC dears a kev regulato-
rvhurdle, Al Hind Air is still in
the pmcessof obtaining its Air
Operator Certificate, mandatn-
v for commercial fliphts,

Fly Express, which has also
recenved its NOC, 15 vet to
publicly outline its fleet or
network plans. Its website
currently displayvs a “eoming
soon’  message, indicating
that operational details are
still being finalised.

Apart from these two curiers,
Shankh Air based in TP is also
preparing to enter the market.
Theairline has alreadysecured
its NOC andis expected tocom-
mence operations in 2026
Together, the three proposed
aidines signal a renewed push
towards expandmg the num-
ber of scheduled camriers in the
country, partioularly in the
regional segment

Govemment data shows that
India has granted permits o

s air operators since 2000,
including  regional  aidines,
mflecting a cautious but steady
openingof the secton

The Centre has repeatedly

said that repional connectivity
is a prionty, especially under
schemes aimed at Lnking
smaller cities and towns with
affirdable air travel,
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Alresumesservices
toRome;IndiGoto
offerflightsfrom

DelhitoHeathrow

NEW DELHI, DECEMEER 24
Delhi's international aviation
map is set fora major expan-
gsion, with Air India and Indi-
Go announce direct flights
from the Capital to Europe
fmm early 2026

Air India on Wednesday said
it will resume non-stop flights
betweenn Delhi and Rome
marking its return to the Ital-
ian captal after nearly sic
vears, Services on the mute
had remained suspended sinee
the Covid-19 pandemnic,

The national carrier will
operate four weekly flights
between Delhi and Rome's
Leonardo da Vinei Interna-
tional Airport (Flumicino),
starting March 25 2026, on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri-
davs and Sundays, using
Boeing TH7-8 aircraft,

In a pamlld move, IndiGo
alsn announced the launch of
direct flights between Delhi
and Heathrow airpor in Lon-
don, effective Febriary 2, M26.
The airline will operate the

don, effective February 2, 026,
The airline will operate the
miute five times a week using
Boeing TBT aircraft.

IndiGoatrendy operates daily
non-stop  services  between
Mumbai and London
Heathrow, With this, the airline
will operate 12 weekly flights to
Heathmow, —TNS
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