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AAI to put 1n place online

system for real-time
momtonng of projects

NEW DELHI, Nov 23:
State-owned Airports Au-
thority of India (AAI), which
makes significant capital ex-
penditure every financial
vear, will soon put in place an
online monitoring system to
track the progress of its
projects on a real-time basis,
according to a senior official.

Apart from developing and
maintaining airports, AAI
provides air traffic manage-
ment services.

A senior AAT official told
PTI that the online monitor-
ing system, for which work
has been going for one year,
will be launched in the com-
ing weeks.

The focus is to monitor
projects on a real-time basis
and that the progress can be
checked round-the-clock to
ensure that there are no de-
lays in implementation, the
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official said.

The online monitoring sys-
tem will utilise CCTV imag-
es, visuals of the project works
shot by drones and videos,
among other inputs, that will
help in tracking the progress.

Currently, AAI is carrying
out around 25 projects at var-
ious airports, including upgra-
dation works. The projects
entail a capital expendifure in
the range of Rs 200 crore to
Rs 500 crore.

The AAI is projected to
have incurred capital expend-
iture of more than Rs 6,400
crore during the period from
January 1, 2024 to March 31,
2025, according to civil avia-
tion ministry’s annual report.

It manages 137 airports,
which include 24 internation-
al, 10 customs, 80 domestic
and 23 domestic civil enclaves,
as per its website. - PTIL
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ETHIOPIA VOLCANO ERUPTION

Avoid ash-atfected altitudes,
regions, DGCA tells airlines

DEEPAK PATEL
Meww Dalhi, 24 Movember

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Monday instructad all Indian
airlines torevise flight-planning, modify
fuel intake, and “strictly™ avoid fight
altitudes and regions that are
affected bythe ash cloud result-
ing from the eruption of Hayli
Gubbivolcano in Ethiopia,
This volcano, located in
Ethiopia's Afar RIft, erupted on
Sunday for the first time in
around 12,000 years, spewing a
dense ash plume upto 45,000 feet. The
cloud is drifting northeast af 100-120
kilometre per hour (kmph), and entered
Indian airspace on Monday evening.
IndiGe's Kannur-Abu Dhabi flight
6E1433 was diverted to Ahmedabad on
Monday duetothis cloud. Initsdirective,

the @WaGHN regulator said airlines nost
ensure that flight crew and afrcraft
engineers follow the prescribed proce-
dures for operations in and around vol-
canic ash. "Airines must maintain
continuous monitoring of the situarion.

Any suspected ash encounter must be
immediately reported.” the DGCA
said.

It added that opetrations
manuals must be reviewed o
ensure that the sections deal-

ingwithvolcanicash, including
post-flisht inspections of engines
and airframes for any alrcraft that
may have operated near the affected
region, are fully implemented.

The regulator stated that the alrlines
must continually monitor volcanic ash
advisory, NOTAM/ASHTAM updates,
and meteorolorical data.

The DGCA stated that all flight crew

and dispatch teams must ensure that
there is a "strict avoldance of published
volcanic ash-affected areas and flight
levels”, and that they should adjust
“flight planning, routing and fuel con-
siderations™ based on latest advisories
about these affected altitudes and
regions. The directive was Issued after
the issnance of an ASHTAM and a vol-
canic ashadvisory by the Alrports Aurh-
ority of India{AAT).

An ASHTAM k a special message
issued to aviation operators when a vol-
canic eruption or ash cloud poses a
hazard to aircrafi; it updates pilots and
airlines on the exact area, altitude, and
movement of the ash.

A NOTAM is a standard notice to air
missions which communicates any
change or condition — such as rumway
closures, airspace restrictions, orhazards
— that pilots need tobe aware ol
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AAI to put in place online system
for real-time monitoring of projects

NEW DELHI: State-owned
Adrports Authority of India
(AAT), which makes signifi-
cant capital expenditure every
financial year, will soon put in
place an online monitoring
system to track the progress
of its projects on a real-time
basis, according to a senior
official.

Apart from developing and
maintaining airports, AAI pro-
vides air traffic management
services,

A senior AAT official said
that the online monitoring
systermn, for which work has
heen going for one year, will
be launched in the coming
wieels,

The focus is to monitor
projects on a real-time basis
and that the progress can be
checked rmound-the-clock to
ensure that there are no defays
in implementation, the official

Online monitoring
system will utilise
CCTV images,
visuals of work

shot by drones &
videos among other
inputs, to track the
progress of projects

safd.

The online monitor-
ing system will utilise CCTV
images, visuals of the proj-
ect works shot by drones and
videas, among other inputs,
that will help in tracking the
progress.

Currently. AAI is carrying
out around 25 projects al vari-
ous airports, including upgra-
dation works.

The projects entail a capital

expenditure in the range of Rs
200 erore Lo Bs 500 crore.

The AAT is projected to
have incurred capital expen-
diture of more than Rs 6,400
crore during the perod from
January 1, 2024 to March 31,
2025, according to civil avia-
tion ministry’s annual report.

It manages 137 airports,
which indude 24 international,
10 customs, 80 domestic and 23
domestic civil enclaves, as per
its websile,

In a written reply to the Lok
Sabha in August, the civil avi-
ation ministry said AAT and
PPP (public private partner-
ship) partners incurred a capi-
tal expenditure of more than Bz
96,000 crore during 20019-20 to
2024-25 for the development,
upgradation and modernisa-
tion of various airporis.

There are more than 160
airports in the country. Fm
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AAI to put in place online system
for real-time monitoring of projects

NEW DELHI: State-owned
Ajrports Authority of India
(AAT), which makes signifi-
cant capital expenditure every
financial year, will soon put in
place an online monitoring
system to track the progress
of its projects on a real-time
basis, according to a senior
official.

Apart from developing and
maintaining airports, AAI pro-
vides air traffic management
services.

A senior AAI official said
that the online monitoring
system, for which work has
been going for one year, will
be launched in the coming
weeks.

The focus is to monitor
projects on a real-time basis
and that the progress can be
checked round-the-clock to
ensure that there are no delays
in implementation, the official

Online monitoring
system will utilise
CCTV images,
visuals of work

shot by drones &
videos among other
inputs, to track the
progress of projects

said.

The online monitor-
ing system will utilise CCTV
images, visuals of the proj-
ect works shot by drones and
videos, among other inputs,
that will help in tracking the
progress.

Currently, AAT is carrying
out around 25 projects at vari-
ous airports, including upgra-
dation works.

The projects entail a capital

expenditure in the range of Rs
200 crore to Rs 500 crore.

The AAI is projected to
have incurred capital expen-
diture of more than Rs 6,400
crore during the period from
January 1, 2024 to March 31,
2025, according to civil avia-
tion ministry’s annual report.

It manages 137 airports,
which include 24 international,
10 customs, 80 domestic and 23
domestic civil enclaves, as per
its website.

In a written reply to the Lok
Sabha in August, the civil avi-
ation ministry said AAT and
PPP (public private partner-
ship) partners incurred a capi-
tal expenditure of more than Rs
96,000 crore during 2019-20 to
2024-35 for the development,
upgradation and modernisa-
tion of various airports.

There are more than 160
airports in the country. Pl
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Airports Authority
pavilion at IITF
20235 attracts youth

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Airports Authority of
India (AAl), a cornerstone
of civil aviation in India, is
participating in the India
International Trade Fair
at Bharat Mandapam from
November 14 to 27, 2027.
AAl has established an
interactive pavilion (Hall
No 1, 19 G) that has already
become a revelation
among visitors, particu-
larly the aspiring youth
of India.

The AAl Pavilion fitting-
Iy showcases the advance-
ments in civil aviation that
have been realised under
the visionary leadership of
our Narendra Modi and
the proactive initiatives
of the Government
of India.

The pavilion features
displays that highlight the
core strengths of AAI,
ENCOMPassing Air
Navigation Services, state-
of-the-art airport infra-
structure, and various
technological upgrades
and sustainability initia-
tives that AAl has adopted
since its inception.

The ATM-CNS Console
within the pavilion

provides visitors with an
experience of the com-
munication between air
traffic control and pilots,
while the diverse fire
equipment used during
emergencies sparks inter-
est. Similarly, the airport
models, interactive
screens about airports,
artwork, various schemes,
guiz zones, and selfie
points are designed to
engage the youth who
aspire to play a significant
role in the aviation indus-
try and contribute to
national development.

Throughout the past
week, the pavilion has
attracted numerous visi-
tors from all walks of life.
Students are excited by
the displays, and the offi-
cials at the stalls are effec-
tively explaining AAI's role
in aviation and providing
curated guidance to
the visitors

Indian avaition is all set
to become the 3rd largest
Civil Avaition Market in
the world. For the thriving
and booming aviation
industry, the AAl Pavilion
at IITF 2025 sets the right
template going forward to
achieve Viksit Bharat 2047
goals of the country.
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Flight lands on wrong runway
at IGl, avoids major incident

Neha LM Tripathi

LR Lt BT T

NEW DELMI: A majed inchkdent
was avolded at Delbd's Indir
Gandhi International Alpon
(FGEEA) o Sunday when an Ard
ama Afghan Airlines aircraft
Ll.l'ld-!;i] il & Wiy MW av

Acvording to ol Thelalbs aware
of the Incident, Right FG-311
from Kabal was given clear
ance by Uhe Bl Ade Trallic Con-
tral (ATC) to land on remway
S, being used for landings
However. the atroraft Lamded on
the new paralbel rumway — 294
— which was being waed for
take-olfs

The Adrbws AJID, Boweoyor
landed saficly since no take-offs
were aking place ot the imc
An official sasd, “Lackaly nio adr
oralfy was taking off 2t that time
Adrything coukd have happened
W thiere wayc & fow seoomads il
ferenee here of thedvr ™

In salcmont. the captain
clalmed the acchilent ooves red
becauss of a maliunction o the
Instreenent Landing Svbem

AFGHAN AIRLINE
PILOT CLAIMS T
WAS BECAUSE OF A
MALFUNCTION IN
THE INSTRUMENT
LANDING SYSTEM,
POOR VISIBILITY

(ILS) and poor visibility

A wrintea statemaont has
baeen wught from the crew by
the Directorate Gonerid of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), which s
inwpstigating the maiter offi
clals aware of the matter fur
thwet sadd

DA s pre leminary Peadings
fhave foand that there was oo
error o the pan of the ar raf
fic contral (ATC) while
mstructing the airoral to land
and that the pilots hed been
askied to Land an runway 2
the correct ane

“Thae PIC (ot -in-command)
Bas o knowbedged the cloar-
ange lor ranway ML to the
local sdr traflic controld (ATCL™

an official chime (0 the maticr
il

Another ollickil sald the
pilot, Captain Abdul Mamoal
Stkandan, when gecstioned
said the ILS was fixed on 2590
for landimg beat malfunctonad
during the Final Approach Fix
(FAFL The LS i & [ il iyl
radio navigation sysiem that
provides shon-range guidance
to an aircralt allewing i to
npproach & ruirway al might.
during bad weather and poor
visibiliey FAF moas ko the begin
mineg of e final appossch seg-
meal ol an nstroment
approach procedure

The DGCA has vet 1o olli-
cladty confirm this soquenoe of
rvent

The secoml oflicial guoted
above sall, “The pilol, when
guestioned. said that the sir
crafl was estaldished on the ILS
[Instrument Landing Svsiem)
approach for 290 He sild that
alier the final approach M,
both LS systems malfans
noned. He has also attribated
the incident (o poor viaibiliy

mnad the kv of lateral puidlance
dhae o which the sircralt devi
ated from the isdemded path.”

AL |||'i!|l‘.|{ the slafemenin
tikoen Froem (e i'urL'pi: [ s5 &1
the pilots only became aware
that they had landed on the
WIDEE TuTwery after vacsling il
“IATC) ower Inflormed 1he
pitots that they had touched
ot on runway SRR instesd of
runway J_" a third official
skid], confinming (sl the cfow
mitmi bpted the deviaton 1o LS
Lailimre and howw-visibiliny condi
[ali it

OfTicials s3id srarermenis
From the Might orew are being
caamined. "The redulator s
revicwing the sequence of
cvent [o undersiaom) how the
sl e e ooowrTod daring
the fireal approach.” the official
waad

Delhi adrport man ages over
L2000 Mg et daidy oo oot aities
lour rumwaysy: 1708 I8N0
(both clder nenwaysh 280 1IR
anad Z9HIL — with the newest
rumway beonming operational
in XT3
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DGCA issues advisory as volcanic ash
from Ethiopia heads toward India

DGCA 1ssues

Airports told to prepare for inspections, possible operational suspensions

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

NEW DELHI: Flight opera-
Hons across several routes
faced disruption on Mon-
day as & massive volcanic ash
cloud from Ethiopia advanced
toward India, prompting can-
cellations, rerouting, and an
urgent safety advisory from
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation. The ash plume,
orginating Irom Ethiopias
Hayli Gubbi volcano which
has erupted for the first time in
nearly 12,000 years, hias been
moving eastward across the
Red Sea toward Yemen and
Oman and has now spread
over the northern Arabian
Sea. Meteorological agencies
expect it to enter Indian sir-
space late Monday evening,
beginning with Gujarat before
drifting toward Rajasthan,
Delhi NCR, and Punjab.
Akaga Air, IndiGo, and
KIM cancelled flights in
response to the evol con-
dihl:::rﬁ. while muih'p:::fn'h:u
began rerouting to avodd the

+ Akasa Air, IndiGa, and
CLOSER LOOK yiscancel milipe
» Massive volcanic ash clowd from llights; several services
Ethiopia’s Hayli Gubbi erupfion, rerouted through
its first in nearly 12,000 years, is Pakistan airspace
heading toward india + DGCA issues urgent
= Ash plume moving across Red Sea operational advisary
toward Yemen and Oman, now over after ash detected in
northern Arabian Sea; expected to Muscat FIR, warning of

reach northwest India Monday night ~ aviation safety risks

affected afr corridors. A M-
bai airport oflicial said that
several llights were already
being diverted through Paki-
stan’s airspace as a precaution-
ary measure. Officials noted
that aircraft operations had
bepuin to feel the impact on
Monday afternoon, with fur-
ther disruptions anticipated
through the night.

The DGCA issued what it
called an “u t operational
advisory” a.;'lrr ‘-'::f:ﬂ.l‘lit ash
activity was detected in the

Museat Flight Information
Region and adjoining areas,
warning that the condition
poses a safety hazard to air-
craft operating in the region.
A Voleanic Ash Advisory and
an ASHTAM, a specialised avi-
ation alert type of NOTAM
issued to warn pilots about
hazardous volcanic conditions,
were also released.

The regulator directed air-
lines to ensure strict avoid-
ance of ash-affected altitudes
and to adjust Continued an P1O

{light planning, routing, and
{uel requirements based on the lat-
est meteorological es. Ohpera-
tors have Ixrh?inﬂru:ﬁfd m?:ﬁ:l'aﬂ
l.'nc!ilr'!ll and cabin crew, as well as
dispatch teams, on the Operationg
Manual related 1o voleanie ash and
ensure sl compliance. Any sus-

cted encounter must be ried
gr‘:I.rtm:u:|.IJ.:L1.1?I]-": including IJ;f:lplil:nE
imvolving engine performance
anomlies, cabin smoke, or odour.

“Muodily dispatch procedures,
{light planning, and operational
minima where applicable. Conduct
post-flight engine and airframe
inspections for any atrerafl operat-
ing near affected areas” the advisory
saidd. It further instructed airlines
Lo consider suspension or delay of
operations (o rts impacted b
35:: Lfcundﬂitﬂdﬂhuipami Y

Airport operators have been
asked o closely track conditions
and undertake immediale inspec-
tion of runways, taxdways, and
aprons { ash contamination oeeurs.
Operations may be restricted or
halted until dleaning procedures
are completed. Continuous moti-
toring using satellite imagery, Vol-
canie Ash Advisery bulleting, and
meteorvdogical reports has been
mandated round the clock. Opera-
tors were told 1o stay updated with

mﬂ]w.ng ash movement forecasts
and disseminate relevant informa-
Hon across all operational depart-
ments until further nothee,
According 1o the Indfa Meteo-
rological Department, the plumes
are rising between 10 and 15 kilo-

metres above the Earths surface
and contatn voleanic ash, sulphur
dioide, and fine rock particle.
IMD director general M Mohapa-
tra sabd the plume is located in
upper atmospheric levels and is not
likely to significantly aflect people
it ground level “It will appesr as

2 hlirz].'. cloudy sky with its fmpact
r_:tp:ctm.{ for a few hours, as it con-
Hnues to move further eastwards”
he said. The likely effect on cties,
he adided, will be a “marginal rise in
the temperatuire”.

A person famillar with airline
operations said, “Flights either have
to be re-routed or cancelled While
the impact on light operations
are minimal today, the stuation is
expecied to be worse on Tuesday”
1t ash particles settle over Delhi and
Jaipir, the diml:p{lun could inten-
sify, he sabd. Adr pollution levels in
the Nattonal Capital Region were
already elevated before the arrival
of the ash plume Delhi recorded
an ACH of 382 at 4 pm on Monday,
Gharlabad measured 396, Noida
397, Greater Nobda 383, and Farid-
abad 232, Experts said the volcanic
plume moving rapidly across Cen-
tral Asta and toward India could
temporarily add to the pollution
burden.

Authorities said they are moni-
toring the situation continuously,
with [urther advisories expected as
disperston patterns evolve.



AIRFORT ‘53 ALI ) HURI I Y OF iNLﬂA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI 25 NOVEMBER 2025

Volcanic ash over
Oman; DGCA
issues advisory
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & New Delhi

THE Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has instruocted all
airline operators to adhere to a
volcanic advisory released by
the Airport Authority of India
An official release from the
DGCA said that AAl and the
Volcanic Ash Advisory Cenire
at Toulouse (France) have is
sued a warning on hazardous
conditions after volcanic ash ac
tivity from the recent eruption
in Ethiopia, was detected near
the Muscat Flight Information
Region and surrounding areas.
AnASHTAM— a special avia-
tion alert issued as a tvpe of NO-
TAM— has been issued by them
All Nlight operators have been
asked to ensure strict compli-
ance with established proce-
dures, and pilots, dispatchers &
cabin crew have been asked
avoid voleanic ash-affected are-
as. They have been asked to
make adjustments, and immedi-
ately report any ash encounter
In view of the advisory airlines
incdluding Akasa Air KLM, Air
India and IndiGo cancelled some
flights on the affected route.
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DGCA issuesadviso
as African volcanic ash

drifts towards North

SHEKHAR SINGH &
AKSHEEV THAKUR

TRIBLSE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 24

The Hayli Gubhi voleano in
Ethiopia erupted for the first
time in nearly 12000 years on
November 23 sending langeash
plumestowards northern India
according to the Thulouse Vol
canic Ash Advisary Centre
{(VAAC) While the enuption has
stopped, the ashiclouds from the
volcano drifted over Yemen,
Oman, India and northern Pak-
istan. India has braced for
patential flight disruption.

In an operational advisory
issued on Monday, the Direc-
torate General of Cnvil Arm-
tion (DGCA) alerted all Indian
aviation operators to height-
ened voleanic ash activity over
the Museat Fhight Information
Region, warning that the phe-
nomenon peeed a direct threat
to flight safety

Ethiopianvolcano
erupis for first time
in 12Kyears
FUGHT CANCELLED

IndiGo 6E 1433 flight from Kan-
nur to Abu Dhabi wes diverted
toAhmedabad and canocled
diuse 1o volcanic activity. “Vot
canic ash activity has been
reported across pansof the
Arabian Peninsula. This may
impact fight operations for air-
craft fying through these

The regulator said a volcanic
ash adwvisory had been
relessed by Toulouse and the
Airports Authority of India,
along with an ASHTAM  a spe-
cial message informmg abaout
a wolcanic eruption. The
DGCA has asked airlines to
review therr operatirmsmanual
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Loyalty programme of
IndiGo garners 7m
membersina year

ST
Ancesh Fhadnis
LLTs )

When Indifeo Bunched a loy-
ity programme and 3 bosi-
ness elosg produet bast yeas,
i mar a change in
strategy for the Gurigram-
headgue rtered aidine.

Mow a year later, IndiGo's
Bluhip lovalty ramme
has g—u‘;uﬁd Er.wm%m]llun—
plus members and the sirline

eveing parmerships wich
hniplll:lfq' hﬁ.nds:n?:] buariles
for easler polnracenal.

The business-class
prosbisct s also being evpan-
ded on the Mumbak-Phoker
and Mumbal-Chenmnal
routes. While a majority of
the BlrChip membership i
from Indis, the sirlineg ex-
pects overseas subscriptions
o grow 4 it expands ingae-
m‘:llilm:l network further.

MEMHEER BASE
“Currently, a majoriry of the
IniGe BluChlp member
hase is from India. However,
g8 IndiGo continues s in-
emational  expansion, the
programme will be drivin
agressiveawsrenesd and ad-
option m overseas markers
a8 well," IndiGo sald.
Currently, the programme
has 11 brands across banks,
hotels and lifestyle cat
ks Additionally, members
mn alsos earn IndiGo Blu-
El'lnumpa when they book hotefs
sight-seeing through the
1mfiGo website and mobile
. “The AT ECOAYSTEm
un?lI;dnﬂupmd.Im ngfsi:rw In-
egrate  new ershl
pa;t.rfuuhrlg;wl InThu.rr.mm
and hospiralivy, recail and
Hifestyle, and digital services
categarkes,” IndsCeo said.
An industry analys:
ted our that IndiGo ElluLth
& different from other pro-
ammes. “ sirline
alry anwli‘sﬂq offier re-
demption opportunities |n
rwo wiys. Thelr programmes
tde award tlckers (sub-
ot w© svailability) and o

J-..ﬂ_t_-ﬂ

miles caleabator, which gives
3 member omer lden on
number of miles required for
a free ticker The second
model is cash plus miles
Whike the first model glves
prediceahiliny, the second en-
ables easler way to ose miles.
IndiCeo's programme does
not have & miles caleulator
and the value of B]ui.ﬂl]p
poings i dynamic. As such it
i8less pfedh:uhh_."hu. s:ﬂl:L
.!US!J- for now, rede:
v available an iErEI-
1t'awd or markered (ende-

 fights).

SETRONG ADDPFTION
On izs IndiTo says the
Elumrmprq;uwum has
80l SITONg Part-
nmhlp with brands
has increased ks value pro-
on by offert Lt
et e ranen Ly
A recent tweak allows
members o redeem thelr
BluChip points @ upgrade
from economy class w Indi-
GaSrretch, the airline's bosi-
ness class product. Custom-
ers cin also earn BluChi
d rades 1o business
g

“IndiGo has built a large
darabase of customers and
this agser & much sought
after for acquisition by ather
brands 1o increase the valoe
propositon of thelr lovalty
programmes.” sakd Brian

lovalty  programme
expert and founder of Stra-
tegic Caravan and Polars for
Good. “Globally, aidines al-
low thelr lovalry club mem-
bers to affser carbon credits
using miles, and [ hope In-
disn carrlers too  enable
members use poinrs for so-
clal conses, " he added.
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Air India plans major fleet, services
upgrade in 2026, says CEO Wilson

FLEET EXPANSION. Airline to receive two refurbished Boeing 787-8s with upgraded cabins from US by February

=]
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Tata Group-promoted Air
Indiz plans a major fleet as
well as service u e in
2026 to achieve the most
‘yvisible and mesnd
transformation”, t:l'm:rﬁl-rl-E
line's Chief Executive Camp-
bell Wilson said on Monday:

Accordingly, the first
phase of the narmow-body
cabin upgrade has been com-
pleted, Wilson said, citing
that 81 per cent of the nar-
row-body A320 family flect
had been refurbished. With
this, Air India currently has
14 mnarrow-body  aircraft
that are either new or up-
greded, and operate domest-
ically and to short-haul inter-
national destinations.

He zaid the remaining 17
gircraft — carlicr marked for

retirement — &re now being
renewed due to delayed air-
craft deliverics from both
Airbus and Boeing.

“Their (rl:ma.‘in'tng 17 air-
craft) cabin refits are sched-
uvled for completion in
2026," he said.

Besides, Wilson said the
wide-body revamp will drive

the main ch:u:lg:

CABIN UPGRADE

Air India expects to receive
two refurbished  Boeing
TA7-B aircraft undergoing
full cabin transformation in
Victorville, US, by February
2026, ; ¥

Thereafter, Air India ex-
pects to receive two to three
upgraded wide-body B787-8
aircraft every month,

At present, the airline
aims to modernise two-
thirds of its 787 fleet by
end-2026 and complete the

The airline aims to
modernise two-thirds
of its 787 fleet by
end-2026 and
complete the entire
upgrade by mid-2027,
CAMPBELL WILSON

Chief Executive, Air india

entire upgrade by mid-2027,
On the new aircraft ac-
isition front, Wilson said

first new factory-built

wide-body ordered in 2022

— a Boring 787-% — is expec-

ted to arrve before Christ-

mas and enter service in

Jamuary 2026.

MNotahly, businessiine was
the first to report that the
girline plans to induct six

wide-body aircraft in 2026
along with several narrow-
body aircraft.

However, he noted thar
supply-chain delays contin-
ved to constrain deliverics
across the miation industry.

Apart from the fleet addi-
tions, Wilson said Air India
expects over 50 per cent of
its international services to
be operated with upgraded

aircraft by end-2026, com-
pared with just over 30 per
cent at present.

“This will be the year pas-
sengers truly see the new Air
India in the gir and on the
ground,” he sakd.

REFRESHED MENLU

Apart from the cabin mod-
ernisation armme,
Wilson said the airline had
begun introducing wpgraded
in-flight entertzinment, en-
hanced Wi-Fi connectivity,
and a refreshed food and
beverage menu.

Further, Air India, he said,
is expanding premium eco-
TNOATTY BCTOSS s network,

Meanwhile, providing an
update on  the AI-171
tragedy, Wilson said that 95

r cent of affected families

received interim com-
pensation, with further dis-
bursements in progress.
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IndiGo, Akasa Air cancel
flights over volcano fears

ﬂl'bﬂ:lh Phadnis
Murmdnai

Alrlines cancelled West Asia-
bound flights and reroured
thelr paths 1o steer clear of
volcanic ash ar high altimdes
following an eruption in
Ethéopia on Sunday.

As of Monday evening, In-
diCio and Akasa Air had can-
celled aha.mifulnfﬂ.lghua.lﬂ
others were monitor
situarion as plumes ;lf ash
from I:ﬂuq:ua.s Hauli Gubhbi
voleano swept eastward [o-
wards India due o jer
Streams or alr currents.

FLIGHT PLANS

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, too, isswed an
advisory on Monday, agkin
airlines to szrictly avedd vol-
canic-ash affected areas and
flight levels. Alrlines were
also instructed o make ad-
ustmsents oo flighe and
{m.medlar.ely mlganﬁ:wnls SUS-
pected  contact encounter

with ash by their alreraft.

Voleanic ash can damage
aircraft engines and hence
fiying throagh cloads laden
with ash iz considered un-
safe. In 2000, voleanic
tions in leeland led o the
closure  of alrspace  In
Europe, resulting i severe
flight disruption for elght
dava. Accosding to aviation
sourees, the Sundyy incident
is not golng o cause mapor
disruptions a the eruption
had smmd_ By Monday
evening, the level of ash over
the Arabian Sea had also re-
dwced.

Aleaga Alr sald irs flights to
and from Jeddah, Kowair and
Abu Dhabl were cancelled,
and passengers were offered
refunds or free rebooking
within the next seven ]

IndiGGo sald: “Our teams
are closely tracking the sim-
arion In co-ordination with
International sviation hod-
les. We are fully prepared
with all precautions to en-
sure safe operarions.™



HTa

AIRPORISAUTH

QORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STANDARD

DELHI

25 NOVEMBER 2025

Ensuring compensation to crash
victims’ Kin is done fairly: A-1 CEO

DEEPAK PATEL
Menwr Delhi, 24 Nowvember

AIFIndia (4-1) Is committed
to ensuring that ex-gratia
pavouts to families affected
by the Ali71 plane crash in
June are processed in a "fair
and well managed” manner,
its chief executive officer
{CEQ) and managing direc-
tor (MD) Campbell Wilson
said on Monday. He said that
the pace of disbursal dep-
ends on information and
documentation provided by
families, as well as the resol-
ution of any questions over
the rightful reciplents.
Wilson, during a press
conference on  Monday,
added that the airline fleet
size will remain largely flat
until March 2027, with a net

f ™,
&)
oA -

Net increase in Air India’s
aircraft fleet will begin

from FY28, CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson said

increase expected only In
2027-28 (FY28). The firm has
187 planes in s fleet right
now, hesaid.

Alr India's Al17i flight —
which was heading to
London on June 12 —
crashed shortly after take-off
from Ahmedabad airport,

killing 241 people on board
and 19 on the ground, with
only one survivor. About 81
people were injured on the
ground. “We have already
disbursed compensation to
about 70 families, We are in
the process of disbursing the
compensation to another 50
families. And the rest is in
various stages of communi-
cation and documentation,”
he said.

"We very much want to
expedite the compensation
process but we need to do it
in a fair and well-managed
process, And that reguires
some information from the
family. It requires some vali-
dation... we need to work
through this process at the
pace at which the reciplents
are able, comfortable and

willing togo,” he added.

On the temporary reduc-
tion in international flights
afier the Ali71 crash, Wilson
said the alrline had cut about
15 percent of its international
widebody network, but had
reinstated most routes by
October 1. The widebody
retrofit programme is pro-
gressing. "The first twoofour
legacy B787-8 aircraft are
presently in Victorville in
California, receiving a com-
pletely new interior, new in-
flight entertainment, Wi-Fi
connectivity, and they
should come back into ser-
vice in February of 2006
Thereafter, we will be push-
ing through two to three air-
craft every month. So, the full
B787 fleetwill be upgradedby
mid-2027.
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ALIBAN GOVT WANTS INDIA TO BURY 1(814 HIJACK TRAUMA

Kabul Keen on Air Services
Between Delhi & Kandahar

INDIA ACTIVELY
CONSIDERING
PROPOSAL

Pranab Dhal Samanta

New Delhi: In asign of changing
times, Afphanistan’s Taliban gov-
ernment wants India to bury the
trauma of ICA14 hijack and allow
air courier services between New
Delhi and Kandahar, and in due
course between Kandahar and Am-
ritsar, o counter Pakistan's effort
at choking supplies to Afghanistan
by shiatting down border trade,

ET has reliably gathered that the
proposal is under active considera-
tion by Mew Delhi, which has al-
reqdy cleared the way toadd Amrit-
sarasanadditional pointaf callon
the Indian side. This will result in
Afehan airlines being able to oper-
ate back-and-forth air eourer ser-
viees from Kabul and Kandahar to
both New Delhiand Amritsar

The regquest, however, from the
Taliban government, which is
currently in conflict with Pakis-
tan, istoinclude Kandahar as an-
other point of call so that essen-
tials affected by the stoppage af
border trade with Pakistan can
be reached across Key cities. Af
fordable medicines are, in partic-
ular, a key requirement besides

Routes Will Be Operated

By Afghan Alrlines_w
With Indian air operators unable to service

Afghanistan because of Pakistan airspace closure, these
routes will be operated by Afghan airlines

Pakistan's Dilemma

While Pakistan has shut border trade with
Afghanistan, it has not stopped overflight

services because a reciprocal closure by Kabul
will have more damaging impact on Pakistani
carriers accessing western destinations

the urgent nead to find a way for
perishable Afghan produce to re-
ach Indian markets,
With Indian air operators un
able to service Al
ghanistan beecanse

‘ ‘ of Fl‘lhjfvtﬂ]!'l air-
Rp.'!t:e Clogure,

o + these routes will
be operated by Af-

India has ghan airlines.
steppedyup  while  Pakistan
engagement Nas shut border
withTaliban trade with Afghan-
adminover istan, it has not
thepastfew stopped overflight
years services because a

reciprocal closure

by Kabul will have a more damag-

ing impaect on Pakistani carriers
accessing westerndestinations.

Imdia has stepped up engagpement

with the Taliban administration af-

ter having carefully cultivated the
new leadership over the past few
venrs. What started as quiet interac-
tions at official levels has now torn
el into formal ministerial meets
amiid sharply deteriorating ties be-
tween Afghanistan and Pakistan,
Howover, sources said, given the
past, the Kandahar proposal is un-
dergoing detailed security review
Afghanistan has remained de-
pendent on border trade with Pa-
kistan for essentials through
crossing and fransit poimts such
as Torkham and Chaman on the
AfPak border But with hostill-
ties having increased between
both sides, the Pakistan Army
has decided touse this dependen-
oy as leverage against the Taliban
povernment after rownds of Tar-
key-mediated talks falled to
achieve any breakthrough.
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RENEWED PUSH Bets on brand-new planes,
refurbished interiors and lounges

Air India

StepsUp

Efforts to Win
Back Customers

Arindam Majumder

Mew Delhi: Air Indin s premmring
n major product overhaul with
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DGCA Alerts Airlines After
Ethiopia Volcano Eruption

Mew Delhi The DCCAon
“ Monday instructed all
Indian airlines (o revise

flight-planning, modify fuel
intake and “strictly” avaid flight it
tudes and regions that are affected by
the ash cloud resulting fram the erug-
than af the Hayh Cubbs volcano in
Ethiopia. This volcano, located in
Ethiopia’s Afar Rift, erupted on Sunday
for the first time inmore than 10,000
years, spewing adense ash plume up to
45000 feet, Our Bureau
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Air India to induct 26 new
planes in 2026,says CEO

MNITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, November 24

AlIR INDIA GROUP expects
2026 to be the most visible
phase of its ongoing over-
haul, even as its overall capac-
ity will remain largely
unchanged nextyeardue toa
simultaneous induction of
new aircraft and exit of older
ones. CEO and MD Campbell
Wilson on Monday said the
airline will add 26 aircraftin
202 6—sixwide bodiesand 20
narrow bodies —but the net
fleet count will stay compar-
atively flat as leased Boeing
7775 are returned and three
owned 777s are retired,
alongside a significant por-
tion of the fleet remaining
grounded for retrofits.

A stronger increase in
capacity is expected in
2027-28 as bulk aircraft
deliveries begin. “The number
of aircraft in 2026 starts and
ends thesame, but theyare dif-
ferentaircraft. The net growth
will really come from the fol-
lowing years," Wilson said.

Wilson, speakingat his first
media briefing since the June
12 Dreamliner crash, said the
programme to upgrade the
wide-body fleet will define
2026 forAir India. The first two
refurbished Boeing 787- 8 air-
craft will retum to service in
February, after which two to
three aircratt will be upgraded
every month. By end-2026,
about two-thirds of the 787
fleet will have new interiors,
inflight entertainment, Wi-Fi
and premium seats, with full
completion targeted for mid-

INANCIAL EXPRESS

BREADTOD LEAD

Tue,
https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78610796

\\
o~
3

\

CAMPBELL WILSON,
CEO & MD,
AIR INDIA GROUP

Passengers will
notice the most
significant
improvement in
2026across
products

2027. Owverall, the airline
expects to operate around
81%ofits international flights
with upgraded aircraft by the
end of next year.
Narrow-bodyrefurbishment
is nearing completion, with
83% of the fleet already
upgraded. Seventeenlegacy nar-
row-bodies that were earlier
planned for retirement willnow
be retained to offset delays in
Airbus and Boeing deliveries.
Aircraft from Vistara will start
adopting Air India livery and
interior branding this month.
Despite the transformation
schedule, global supply-chain
pressures continue toweigh on
deliveries. Wilson said Air India

25 November 2825
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959 of
families paid
interim relief’
AIR INDIA GROUP CEO
and MD Campbell Wilson
on Monday said that 95%
of the affected families of
the June 12 Ahmedabad
air crash have received
interim relief.

“About 70 families
have also received exgra-
tia payments from the Al
171 Trust, with another
50 in process. We con-
tinue to reach out to all
affected families as Air
India and Tata Sons to
offer whatever support
they may need,"

he added.
—FEBUREAU

should have received 28 brand-
new aircraft by now from its
total 570-aircraft order, but
only“white tail” aircraft, orig-
inally manufactured forother
customers, have been deliv-
ered sofar.The CEQ, however,
stressed that the investment
plan remains intact even in
the face of recent setbacks,
including the fatal Al 171
crash and softer US travel
demand driven byvisa delays,

airspace constraints and
longer flying times.
The CEO emphatically said

passengers will notice the
most significant improve-
mentin 2026 across products

and operations.
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How are passengers able to access the
Internet on aeroplanes?

In-flight Internet has become a standard service on commercial flights, utilising air-to-ground and satellite systems to meet growing passenger

demand for connectivity while navigating technical and regulatory challenges

Vasudevan Mukunth

assenger Internet on
aeroplanes used to be rare in
the 2010s but has become
almost commonplace today.
On most flights, the basic idea is that the
whole aeroplane is treated like a flying
Wi-Fi router that connects to the rest of
the Internet through a long backhaul link.
This means your phone or laptop never
talks directly to the ground. Instead it
talks to a Wi-Fi access point inside the
cabin, which then sends your data out of
the aircraft via radio links.

How is the backhaul setup?

The backhaul link these days comes in
two main forms: air-to-ground (ATG) and
via satellite. In the ATG system, the
aeroplane connects to special cellular-like
towers on the ground. These towers have
antennae pointing up at the sky. The
plane’s antennae — often mounted on the
underside — maintains a radio link with
whichever tower is currently in range
(’radio link’ just means they send and
receive electromagnetic signals in the
radio frequency range, 3-3,000,000,000
kHz). As the plane flies, the ATG system
hands off the connection from one tower
to the next, similar to how your phone
switches between cell towers if you're on
a call in a moving vehicle.

Obviously this arrangement works well
over land, where there’s a dense coverage
of towers, but fails over oceans, deserts,
and in polar areas — all places with fewer
or no towers. This is where satellites help.

Satellite systems are more flexible
because they don’t care whether an

aeroplane is over land or water. In this
system, the aeroplane uses a dish or
phased-array antenna, usually inside a
bespoke hump-shaped structure on top of
the fuselage, that’s pointed towards the
sky. This antenna will transmit data to a
satellite in orbit, which will relay the data
to a ground station connected to the
regular Internet.

Historically, these satellites have been
in geostationary orbit, which is a circular
orbit 35,786 km above sea level. This
means, even at the speed of light, there’s
a noticeable data latency. A signal
round-trip time of several hundred
milliseconds is common. Newer systems
use satellite constellations that are located
in low-earth orbit, that is, 150-2,000 km
above sea level. Since these satellites are
much closer to ground stations, the
latency is lower. Sometimes they also
allow for higher bandwidth if the
aeroplane’s antennae can track
fast-moving satellites and hand off
between them.

How are connections provided to
users?

Inside the aeroplane, the connectivity
network resembles that in a small office.
There’s a central server or router, a
satellite or ATG modem, and several Wi-Fi
access points distributed through the
cabin. When you connect, your device
joins this local Wi-Fi network. A captive
portal page appears in your browser
where you either pay, log in with a
frequent-flyer account or accept some
terms of use. Once you're authenticated,
the onboard network will start forwarding
your traffic over the ATG or satellite link.

The airline or provider can shape or in
many ways filter this traffic, and often
does. For instance, providers may block
high-bitrate video streaming or VoIP calls,
force images to be compressed, and
aggressively cache web pages to load
faster over the constrained data link.

The in-flight bandwidth is almost
always lower than home broadband
connections and it’s also shared among
everyone on board. If a single satellite
beam is serving multiple aircraft at once,
they may all be competing for the same
capacity. This is why performance varies
so much between flights, routes, times of
day, and providers. More sophisticated
networks try to manage this challenge by
dynamically allocating bandwidth and
upgrading to higher-throughput satellites
or satellite constellations. Even then the
basic constraints of limited spectrum,
distance, and shared use remain.

Don’t signals interfere with
operations?

When cabin crew ask you to switch your
phone off for take-off and landing and to
use ‘airplane mode’ the rest of the time,
they’re mainly trying to eliminate lots of
uncontrolled radio transmitters inside the
cabin. A phone whose mobile (that is,
cellular) radio is on does several things
that are awkward for both aviation and
telecom regulators. It periodically ‘shouts’
loudly in radio terms, scans across
multiple bands to find towers, and
maintains a connection. In a cabin with a
couple hundred phones, that creates a
messy blast of radio noise at
unpredictable times and frequencies —
much like a noisy playground. In the

worst-case scenario, some of that energy
could be very close to the frequencies
aeroplane radios, sensors and navigation
beacons use.

While contemporary aeroplanes are
well-shielded and the actual risk is very
low, regulators prefer a conservative
approach that minimises known
unknowns.

Further, a plane full of phones talking
directly to towers on the ground still
moves quickly and is visible to many
towers at once. These quirks can confuse
handover algorithms and overuse
capacity in the cellular network. This is
why telecommunications rules in many
places explicitly forbid phones from
connecting to terrestrial mobile networks
at cruising altitude, and ‘airplane mode’ is
a simple way to comply.

To its advantage, passenger Internet
uses equipment that’s part of the aircraft’s
certified systems. The Wi-Fi access points
inside the cabin and the satellite or ATG
radios that link the aeroplane to the
outside world are all installed and tested
together with the avionics. The engineers
who design them also pick frequencies
that are well separated from the bands
that critical onboard systems use and
design the antennae and cabling to
minimise signal ‘leaks’. They're also
expected to prove (through testing) that
none of these systems can fail in a way
that also destabilises the aeroplane.

Taken together the in-flight Internet
apparatus addresses the radio
interference risks differently from how
individual cellphones do, quelling
regulators’ anxieties while allowing you to
stay online.
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Arunachal woman stopped at China
airport; India issues strong demarche

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

India has issued a “strong
demarche” 1o China after a
woman from Arunachal
Pradesh was harassed and
stopped by Chinese immi-
gration officials at the
Shanghai airport on MNo-
vember 21, The officials
maocked her and told her o
“apply for a Chinese
passport”,

Sources in the External
Affairs Ministry said that at
a fime when both sides are
working o improve ties,
such actions by the Chi-
nese side introduce unne-
cessiary obstructions to the
PrOCess,

Prema Thongdok, a
principal regulatory con-
sultant working in financial
services in London, told
The Hindu that she was de-
tained at the Shanghai air-
port for 18 hours, and im-

Prema Thongdok

migration and airlines staft
were “unprofessional and
rude”, they laughed and
mocked calling Arunachal
Pradesh il Chinese
[eTTitoryY.

Sources in Ministry said
that a strong detmarehe was
made with the Chinese
side, in Beffing and in Del-
hi, on the day of the inci-
dent and the Indian consu-
lare in Shanghai took up

the matter locally and ex-
tended assistance to the
stranded passenger.

“It was stressed that the
passenger had been de-
tained  on  ludicrous
grounds. Arunachal FPra-
desh is indisputably Indian
territory, and its residents
are perfectly entitled to
hold and ravel with Indian
passports. It has also been
highlighted that the actions
of the Chiness authorities
are in contravention of the
Chicago and Montreal Con-
ventions relating to civil
aviation,” External Affairs
Ministry sources said.

Passenger's ordeal
Ms. Thongdok was flying
from London to Japan,
transiting via Shanghai and
was booked on a China
Eastern Alrlines flight. She
has been residing  and
working in the United King-
dom for the past 14 vears,
R |

“l was travelling from
London (Gatwick), United
Kingdom to Japan, with a
scheduled three-hour tran-
sit in Shanghai. Prior to my
journey, 1| had verified with
the Chinese Embassy that a
transit of less than 24 hours
does not require any transit
visa... However, upon arriv-
al in Shanghai around 6
aum. on November 21, im
migration officers refused
to allow my transit and de-
clared my Indian passport
invalid solely because my
place of birth is Arunachal
Pradesh. They repeatedly
insisted  that  Arunachal
Pradesh is part of China,”
Mz, Thongdok said, adding
that she was subjected to
harassment, verbal intimi-
dadon, and degrading
COMmeTits.

Mz, Thongdok was ulti-
mately escorted by Indian
officials to a fight late in
the evening at 10,20 p.m.
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India braces for disruption
of air travel after Ethiopia’s
Hayli Gubbi volcano erupts

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

India is bracing for poten-
tial disruption to air travel
with volcanic ash from
Sunday’s eruption of Eth-
iopia’s Hayli Gubbi volcano
forecast to drift towards
mainland India.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has issued advisories urg-
ing airlines to strictly steer
clear of affected altitudes
and regions to ensure flight
safety as volcanic ash can
harm aircraft engines due
to its abrasive, glass-like
particles that melt at high
temperatures. When ash is
ingested, it can melt on hot
engine components, har-
den into a glass-like sub-
stance, and stick to turbine
blades. Airlines have also
been advised to report any
suspected impact of ash
on engine performance or

Ash clouds from the Hayli Gubbi volcanic eruption (in photo) has
entered the Indian subcontinent from western Rajasthan. ap

cabin smoke or odour.

Airports too have been
told to inspect runways for
contamination and sus-
pend or restrict flight oper-
ations, if need be.

Large plumes of smoke
were initially visible over
Ethiopia though the vol-
canic eruption stopped. Af-
ter travelling over Yemen
and Oman, ash clouds en-
tered the Indian subconti-

nent from western Rajas-
than on Monday and were
moving north-east wards.
Over the course of the
night, they are expected to
sweep across central parts
of the country and cross
Delhi close to midnight,
and travel over parts of Ut-
tar Pradesh, parts of Bihar
and in the North East over
Sikkim and Arunachal Pra-
desh.
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Anti pilot-poaching
plan in India’s interest’

NEW DELHI

Policies that support pilot
retention and prevent their
poaching by foreign car-
riers 15 in “national inger-
caf” as aviation is a catalyst
for economic development
and the country's “soft
power”, Air India CEO
Camphbell Wilson said.

“It i5 not just a tarna-
round of Alr India. It's an
investment being made in
critical, economic, and ca-
talvtic infrastructure, And,
anything from a policy per-
spective that can facilitate
thiis, 1 think is in the nation-
al interest,” Mr, Wilson said
in response to a question
from The Hindu on wheth-
er the airline supporied
measures such as a six-

CM

Campbell Wilson

maonth notice period for
lots to stop them from join-
ing intermational players
amid hectic expansion in
regions like Saudi Arabia
and the UAE that lure pi-
lots with tax-free salaries.

Recently, IndiGa CEQ
Pieter Elbers said it would
be “disturbing” to lose |n-
dian pilots to foreign
airlines,
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Ash cloud from Africa
volcano reaches India

lasjeav Gandhiok and
Neha LM Tripathi

Immr:h-ndhs'rinhmn :r.m

MNEW DELHI: A windborme cloud
of ash from avoelcanic eruprion

in Ethiopin traversed swathes of

Northwest India on Monday
night. crossing Rujasthan. Guj-
aral, Maharashira, Deihi-NCR
and Punjab, hampering visibil-
ity and disrupting air traflic as it
headed eastwards across the
subcontinent.

The ash came from the Hayli
Gubbi voleano, which erupied

for the first tme in nearly
12,000 vears on Sunday. The
Indin Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said the altdmede of
the cloud—above 10 km—meant
that air pollution levels in an
already struggling Delhi, where
{rreached around Vpm, would
not be significanty affected.
IMD added the impact aver cit-
les in India was likely [imited (o
a few hours, with the plume
rapidly moving castwards.
Akasa Air and IndiGo said
several of their Nights were
diverted or cancelled. The

Directorate Gereral of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) issued an advi-
sory 1o airlines in the evening
after the plume was deteeted
owver the Muscat Flight Informs-
tion Region (FIR) and adjoining
areas. The cloud crossed into
Indin through Rajasthan at 6,30
pm. travelling at speeds: ol
between 100 kmy/hour and 120
kmi/hour.

In the advisory, DGCA wkd
pirlines to avoid affected ald-
tudes and regions ncoording to
the latest guidance. The vol-
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il (il sacl news Moy
CHisE COneTT, and we wiamni @
FEREENTT youi thad your safery
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Hiy L il

A Mumbai arrport officmi
mlf ghmal remationsl nle
Rt woere Bt re=naiibed via
Pakimium airspure. “The Pakd-
] e 1 5l Eor Iniblin

nirtimes henct ibse Imlian aie-
lings are expeécted (0 e
imgncied, We lave smrjed
Weepiny o recood of iy amd nre
manihering the sinstion,” one
of tho officinls (here said

“Flights mither hove tm e
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thet rmtpmict on {1t evperas o
|m mimimald eodny, the s astion
|"4.JF.'L'|I'I|"IB. iR il T
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|I||, davolopreets sali
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affectal,” he added.

DRGEA' pdtv|mary asbad Night
i paitch temums fn conidnucsly
| e wpdates m Velcanle
Hah Adwisirics. NOTAMs ol
mctmorningicsd dain

“Huspa il o de Ly aperalicons
to impacted airports if condi-
tons detericeraie, i fudadvised
i Mlopilacy eveliing

Alrpurt nperaion. mesn-
winlle, wers aakil o clasaly
o e Etnntem

“Hvolomic osh sffices an sar
P of g el (b G T Lo
may advise an tminedinie
Imepection ol morways, g
winye anil apans o e oon-
e, Arporto e ons may
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compleivd before pesamling
mmvememis,” the advisory sabl
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@ Air Traffic

In September 2025, the number of domestic flights from Mumbai declined
around 1% over September 2024 levels. International flights rose about 2%.

Number of domestic flights
24,000
19,761 20,731 19,524
18,000
2,000

6,000

0

Sep-24 Mar-25 d Sep-25

Number of international flights

9,000
7,460 7,491 7,630

6,000

3,000

1]
Sep-24 Mar-25 Sep-25
Source: Airports Autharity of India
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Domestic flights from Mumbai dipped by around 1% in September 2025 compared to the previous

vear, whereas international flights recorded a nearly 2% rise, showing a modest recovery in

overseas air traffic.

ere is this month's dashboard that
tracks several facets that make up the
life of the average Mumbai resident
using government data.

The dashboard shows public aspects: air
quality, prices of food items, vehicle registra-
tions, air traffic and new businesses in the city.

On this page, every month, you will find data
on how the prices of key food items are moving
in the city, compared to the rest of India; how
many new companies are being set up in the

SATISH BATE/MT PHOTO

city and in which sector; how many new vehi-
cles are being registered in the city, whether air
traffic is increasing or decreasing and how
breathable the city’s air has been for the past
month.

This will not be a static exercise. We will con-
stantly track public data to look for new sources
of information and new ways of capturing infor-
mation. The idea is to give you, a citizen of
Mumbai, a data prism to look at all things that
define your quality of life.
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Ariana Afghan flight

lands on wrong
runway, right after
A-Iplane takes off

SukalpSharma
Now Dethi, Nowepther 24

AMAJOR acddentwas sverted
at Delhl's Indira Gandhi
Imte mational Airporton Sin
dmy after an Arana Afghan Adre
lines aircraft mistakenly
nded on o wrong rinway,
right after another plane —a
Riyadb-bound Alr  India
Hghe— hsd Bfved off, & sendor
official with the Directorate
General of Civil Aviaton
(DHGCA) said, adding the matter
5 under investigst ion
Sources sald the Ardana
Afghan Alrlines Alrbus A310
(Eabuak-Dedhi ) Mgt FG-311 was
givenclearancetoland onrun
wany 290 . However, it landed on
thir pamllel runvway 298
Acconding to the Informa-
Lian provi led to the DGEA by
the pilot commanding the air-
craft, there wasa fikure of the
instrument landing system

[ILS} 25 & result of which the
plane deviated from its path
arnid poorvisibility and ended
Lp on the wiomng rumysy.

While the pllot acknowl-
edged that the airtraffic control
(ATC) hod given lnndng clear
ance for minway 290, he said
thatthe ATC did notinform the
crew that the plune had devi
sted from its path and was
hesailed for the wrorg Fuimwiy

According to sowrces, Air
Inclia Might Al-2X4310 Riyadh
had just taken off from the
sime munway whenthe Arisna
Mghan Alrlines  aircrafl
toriched dosn,

The DGCA will be investi-
gating the Afghon pilot's clakm
s part of the probe, acoonding
IO SOLRTes,

Accord|ng to the captain,
thee crew relised thar the air-
crinf wins o the Wiong ninwiy
onlvafter landingand vacating
L mimwaAL
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= CEQ AND MD CAMPBELL WILSON:

‘Air India to induct 26-30 new pl.;mes,, acceleratelegacyjets’ retrofit programme’

Passenger volumes have recovered fromdip
that followed Al-171 crash: Air India CEO

Euh:alpﬂ'lar-rm
New Dethi, November 24

TATA GROUP aidine Air India
expects o induct 26-30 brand
new aircraft in 2026 from its
mega aircraft order placed in
2022, and believes thal the
coming year will be the one
when fyvers will netee themost
sienificant changes in the air-
linet's prod uct and service, ac-
cordingtothecamier sCECand
MDCampbel IWilson, In hisfist
mediabriefing sincethe hine12
crksh of Airlndia flght A7 in
Ahmedabad. Wilson said that
despite the vanous headwinds
seen this year, the camrier is com-
mittad o itscapital expenditue
plansto transform Al rindia inio
1 work]-dass aitine.

Adr India has already com-
pleted abulk of its retrolit pro

pramime to modemise s legacy
nirrw-body fleet, amd has also
{ritared thee retmolfit prograumme
far its legacy wide-body fleet.
With o number of new aircraft
alsn expacted Lo join Adr India in
2026, the aldine expects the year
tomark a key milestone in its
transformation plan with the
newAdr Indin brand and produc
onasiznblechiinkolits feet. But
despite the over 25nircral set 1o
joln Adr India in2026, the air-
Hne's overall capadty would be
larzely flat as twoul dbe retum-
ing a few planes to lessors, and
some of itsother planes will be
underpoing a nefit.

Ofthe 570 ainraft ordered by
the Alr Indliagroup, 524 arevet to
be delivered. Andeven theones
delivered by Boeing and Adrtus
wene white-tails—planes made
for some other carrier but di

verted o Afr Indin. Wilson sadd
Monday that the Brst bine-fir mir-
oraft manufactured for Air
Incl s —a Bosing 7E7-0—is &x-
pected tojoin the airline’s beet in
December. Adr India cumently
hasa Beetof I67 sincmlt, while its
Iow-cod ¢ o ber oo Adr Incdiia Fae

press has 130 plones. Acconding
0 W ilson, 28 new line-fit planes
mrece for Al Indda shoulkd have
been mducted by now, bur with
manufactures grppling with
supplychal nwoes, notevenone

s been delivered s far,

“The frst Hne-fit afrora 1 pro-
duced specifically for Air India
which k& a T87-9 should arrve
jusrbefore Chistmas and alsogo

into service in January
Throughout the course of 2026
weshould moeive sisnewwide
bodies, a mix of 7T87-9s and (Adr-
Inis} A3S0-1000% along with at
ket o couple of dozen narmow-
body airceaft.” Wilson suid
*,.2026 mwhen | think from
OSSO MET CXPETIC I perspec

thve people will notlce the most
significant change. Thus far,
we've been working very much
behind the scenes on systems
e processes, peope, and cape-
bilities that will support the fu-
ture AlrIndia And oflate, we've
beenakocompleting the refitof
the interiors of our namrow-body
aircraft. Presently about 83 per
cent of thenamow-body Beethas
beenupgraded " the Adr India
CEOsmid.
Cisbin refit and upgradadon
i part of Air India’s product
tmmsformation plan. Over the
wours, Abr Indis had developada
reputation of hnving run-down
nircraft cabing and an ageing
fleet as the then povernment-
owned l dine was under severe
finandal sress.
FULL REFORTON
WWW NDIANEXPRESS. COM

Sukalp Sharma
New Defhd, November 24

AIR INDIA did see a drop in the
wikeof the deadly crash of its
Boeing 7E7-Bairemit inune, bt
the aidine has now larpely me-
covered in terms of passenger
volumes i most markets, (s
CEO and MD Camphell Wilson
stid Monday: The Tata growpair-
linwe ook a “safety pause” after
i Ahmed abad crash that klled
241 ofthe 242 people on board
and anothir 19 on the grmound.,
The salety pause Involved addi-
tional voluntary pre-Sight tech-
nical checks on aireraft and
adopting acautiousspprosch in

figrht openitions,

Alr Indin also curtailedits
witke-body aircrmk operations by
15 percentdue toa combinisthon
of reasons that ncluded the
salpdy pauss as well s aicspace
dosures in the various regions.
The alirline reverted back to nor-
mal wide-bodyoperations from
Octoher, with theexception of
fiw services.

“Inthe Brst few months, yes,
we did see a dmopin bookings,
but it hasrecovered. Wehaveop-
erated well over 100000 Mights
since June, Weve carrled Bmil-
lion-odd people, sothe volurnmes
e comve back.  Domestic and
international (both segments

have recovensd], withthecoveat
of Morth America and other air-
space (restrictions)-alfected
mirkets because i'svery handto
ascerain whatisa demand side
versus o supply side impact,”
Wilson said at hdis first imterac-
tion with reporters since the
June 12 crash. Wikson aleo said
that 95 per cent of the victims'
families have receivad ther in-
terim compensation and about
70 farmnilies hove been given thi
exgratia payment from the Al-
71 Memaorial and Welfare Trust
thist was set up by the alrline’s
parent Tatn Sons.
FULL REPORT ON
WL INDIANERPRE 55.C0M
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Interim crash claims paid, Al
looks to regular jet deliveries

Air India has disbursed 360 crore for 230 of the 248 victims of the 12 June crash, says CEQ

il |u|';|‘:il.l.!w?ﬁll e Eom
NEW DELHI

irTnclia has disbursed 160

CHMT InLeTim compsensa

thon for 230 ol the 248 vie

tims of the crash that

occurred on 12 June, the
airline's chiel ceecutive officer (CECH)
saiel,

The oompensation update from CEC
Campbell Wilson comes as the Tata
backed carrier navigates a turbulent
vear muireed by the accident and signif
icont operational challenges.

Additionally, family membersof 70
individuals have been given 11 orone
each through the Tata Group, which
had set upa trust to assist the people
whadied in the country's worst civilizn
air crash in more than a decade. The
families of another 50 who dicd in the
crash are in the process of petting £l
croreeich, according to the airline.

“We continue (o reach out 1o the
families of those affected. _our commit
mient to those who have had a loss will |

comtinue for aslonr asit takes,” Wilson
sait inanintersction with the medinen
Monday in Delhi. The compensation
from Air Indin comes as the Tata
backed atrline attempts (o navigate
through a challenging year,

Wilson acknowledged that 20025
hasbeen an “exceptiomalby diTcult
vear.” The challenges mclude the

»

-

AirIndia’s chief executive officer Campbell Wilson

diebryed due to supply constraints,
Air India expects its flect modermisa
tion progronme o be completed in
202K, rather than the cardier stated
2027, Hodeseribesd the supply chain as
“constrained,” affecting seals, cabin

June crash and the financial impact ;;Hg-‘r rrﬁml:ers of m:tl!lamEljﬂE ﬁl' i
: s 4 victims have been  another 50 who di

of Flu .'hla].. 3]!’!.||JJLL l.lLkHLi.FE. i:lljl. i e sl =l et

neighbouring country, which for through the Tata the process of

cos Air Indi (o fly cienitous routes  Group petting ¥1 crore each

over the Arabian Sea. Lasi month,

forused on the objective and waork
thromzgh,” Wilson said.

“What it wltimately means is we
expected to heve all of the legaey air
craft refitted within the five-year trans
frermation period 11l probably havea

. ARSPEED

WILSOM =aid the ANOTHER is=ueis
retrofit pre me the airspace closura
has been delayed by & neighbouring
due tosupply country, forcing
constraints CIrCUitous routes

EEUTERS

alsoplanmed toretire 17 older narrow
body airerall. However, these will be
reinducted into the feel as delivery
delays continue.

The wide-body turnaround has
proven to be more complex, The first
two TH7-Bscurrenthyin Victorville,
Califormia, “are receiving com
pletely new interors. They should
oome back into service in Febneary
2026, Thereafter, we will push
throwsh two o three airerall every
mionth,” Wilson said in response to
a question from Wing.

heestated the closure coubd cost the
airline 14,000 crome inlosses ifif ksted
lora year,

Wilson said the carter's retrolit pro
gramme, which mvolves refurbishing
ils currend aircnlt to install new scaks
and cotertainment systems, has been

components and aireraft svailability
weross the industoy and Air Incdia,
“It's alive-year transformation pro
gramme fora reason because it canmnol
andd wenld never leve been done aver
mizht. And so we just have to keep

little bit of a lomg tail whenea few of the
tripe sevenes will paskyout indothie s b
wear,” he added.

Adr India, which s undertaking one
of the world's largest commeercia air-
craft interiorretrofit programomes, had

The airline will receive 26-30
new jebsin 200846 Ganed one in December
2025), which inchudes six wide - bodied
aireralt for long-haul Righis and 20
narrow-bodied ones.

Far an extended version of Hs séory,

oo livemint.oom
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Al to upgrade Boelng 787-8 fleet by 2026: CEO

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Dethi

AIR INDIACEO and managing
director Campbell Wilson on
Monday said the vear 2026 is set
to witness major changes to the
airline's fleet. Nearly two-thirds
of the wide body Boeing T87-8
alreraft would be upgraded
next year while the entire feet
would be upgraded by 2027,
Briefing newspersons at the
AirIndia Training Academy at
Gurugram, Wilson spoke at
length about the wide body up-
gradation programme under-
way “The first two of our 787-
788 legaey aircraft are
underpoing upgradation in Cal-
ifornia and are receiving a com-
pletely new interior and wi-fi
connectivity. They will come
intoservice by February 2026,
“Thereafter, we will be push-
ing through two to three air-
eraft every month. So, all the 26
legacy 787-8 aircraft will be up-
graded by the end of 2027, By
the end of 2026, about two-
thirds of the 787-8 fleet will be

The first two of our 787-T88
legacy aircraft are undergoing
upgradation in California and are
recelving a completely new
interiar and wi-fi conne ctivity.
They will come into service by
February 2026

Campbell Wilson, MD & CEQ, Air India

upgraded,” Wilson added.
These aircraft operate to
mainland Europe, Australasia,
and some of the major markets
in SouthEast Asia. "Over the
course of 2026 vou will see more

and more of those routes being
operated by the new world class
Alr India ajreraft,” he added.

Air India has begun receiv-
ing the wide bodies purchased
back in 2022, hr dsif. “The first
wide body alreraft manufac-
tured specially for Air India,
the line fit 787-9 should arrive
just before Christmas and will
go into service in January
Throughout the course of 2026,
we should receive six new wide
bodies — a mix of 787-9s and
A350:1000s along with atleast a
couple of dozen narrow body
aircraft,” he elaborated.

The customer experience on
Air India flights will be much
better in 2026, the CEO stressed
stating that the retrofit of the
interiors of the narrow body
aireraft wastaking place. “Pres.
ently about 83% of the narrow
body fleet has been upgraded.
And the 17 aireraft that are yet
to be upgraded were originally
planned to be retired but decid-
ed to keep them later because
of slow deliveries from Alrbus

and Boeing. “For the Vistara
aircraft, the liveries have start-
ed arriving, “We will start the
interior branding from this
month. So, we are nearly at the
end of the narrow body upgra-
dation programme.”

He said 52% of the interna-
tional routes are presently op-
erated by the new aircraft and
they are primarily to London
Heathrow, New York, San Fran-
cisco, Singapore and Dubai.
“By the end of 2026, 81% of the
overeas serviees would be oper-
ated by the upgraded aircraft,”
he said. Wilson said 5 out of
the 570 aireraft that it had
placed firm orders are yet to be
delivered and will be done in
the next few vears, “They will
start coming in major volumes
in 2027 and 2028." Along with it,
the retrofitting of 50 white tails
of Air India Express aircraft
are underway These tail ajr-
craft with a two class configu-
ration were ordered by another
airline but the delivery could
not be taken due to COVID.
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Afghan airline
creates scare
atIGIA

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delii

An Ariana Aghan flight on
Sunday touched down on
the wrong runway at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Alrport creating a danger-
ous situation.

Flight FG-311, an Airbus A310
arriving from Kabul, had been
cleared by Air Traffic Control
{ATC) to land on runway 29L,
which was in use for all
arrivals at the tdme. The par-
allel rumway, 29R, was being
used exclusively for depar-
tures. Despite the instruc-
tions, the aircraft aligned
with and landed on 29R, cre-
ating a situation that could
have interfered with outgoing
traffic, an offical from ATC has
confirmed to The Ploneer.

Delhi airport. which
handles over 1,200 Rights per
day, operates four runways,
including the recently com-
missioned 29R{11L. The
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has opened
an investization and request-
ed a detailed report from
the flight crew.

According to officials famil-
iar with the inquiry, the
captain of the fight was iden-
tified as Abdul Maroof
Sikandari.

CONTINUED ON *» P4

Afghan airline creates
scare at IGIA

He told imvestigators that the aircraft was follow-
ing the Instrument Landing System (ILS) approach
for 29L but encountered technical issues. He
reported that both ILS systems malfunctioned
after the final approach fx, leaving the crew
without lateral guidance. Combined with
reduced visibility, this led the aircraft to drift off
its intended landing path.

An official involved in the review noted that
the DGCA aims to establish whether equipment
malfunction, human error, or weather conditions
played the primary role in the incident. No
injuries or operational disruptions were repart-
ed, but authorities emphasized that the event
underscores the importance of strict adherence
to approach protocols, especially during low-vis
ibility operations.
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Air India to witness tangible changes
in 2026: CEO Campbell Wilson:

New Delhi: Months after the deadly Dreamliner crash in
Ahmedabad that claimed 241 lives on board and several
others on ground, followed by several other setbacks this year,
Air India CEO Campbell Wilson on Monday said that the
airdine is set to witness tangible changes in 2026, Terming
2026 as "the year of change” for the company, W ilson
announced changes across the groups fleet, in-flight uperades
inchuding the menu with fine-dining plating and personalised
attention in business class, and enhanced lounge experience.
2026 will be the year of change for Air India. Tangible things
will roll out,” Wilson said, while speaking to reporters at its Air
India Training Academy in Gurugram.

Ehfstdtmn Tue, 25 November 2025 %

https://epaper.thestat {7
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Aircraft From Kabul Lands On
Runway Meant For Departures

DGCA Derosters |
An Air Traffic
Controller,
Orders Probe

Smurahh.bSinha
Agimesnfindia.com

MNew D bhl: A diaaster was av-
orted nt Dethi's 1GTAr |:-'-r|-:|n
Sunday when an Afghs
i Mgt T bl el
bl om0 rumway touchd
down oo a nearby pacallel in
Ba-alT abrsbrlp Luckiby o sl
eralt was tnxiing ioinke off

In a writben explanation
wouplal i B, the captakn
of the 35vearoll Alghan Alr
brus ASID cluimed thot his air
crall “unlnientionally o -
ted Froam ||II invtended appro-
nch pnth” due to poor visibili
iy and “mstmiment landing
avstem{ILS) malfunetion”

Directorate Generul of Ci
wil Awiathon (DGCA) has off-
posterad an akr trnMe comeral-
ber as it was visihle om them
dar that the alreraft is heo
& WEDINE FUnway vl
wasn tstoppd~, said
nnoffbcial. The repulador isal
) inkng the TLS meal-
fumetiomelnim, something not
reporied by miny other abreraft
oparallng  aroand 2 6Em
whin Afgun Ariaon FG M
Eapgded. Oiher planes Eanaded
ot 20 et o 260, s nnly foie
Lawiling, after tho flasco
i tes show
the a 1 dle-
mlgnated 2l deviating 1o the
righton final approachand to
uching down on pearby rfun
Wy 25 right or 28, Afghan
enrriors amn horred fomm iy
ing 1o or over Eurape simnoe
2010 e o salely conderns. In-
iam avaation autharites are
writing to their counterparts
aboal  the

e airernf wis establis
Fvesdd o ELS B 280 The pibod -
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L e )
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& K-
. P TP S T EE R, | T !
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- - . = 'y
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. | ensuring such ermors |
. | domt happen again |
H 1 I
- |
. |
: b
L] 2 =
: : :
: 5 ¥ |
: %’**4;
LU By

o
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el par trad¥ie ol CATC)
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sar] 1hes szeme hapgeened a8 & e
galt of the [LS system fallure
nrel nssocinied [oss of lateral
puainee inlow visibaliy ™ sl
peapal I The o

Sonrees ot ATC claim the
e was no e with ILS. *Sin
o 1 Al pllat Slakis e
e was an issne with ILS, he
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pemptL, " they sid

Aldrporis Auithorlty of In
iin, which provicks mir navign
Hon services, moy  regues
DR A A s A clircl if il
losts fo b careful an which sirs-
trip &o kand at the airporis with
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Hie thisss when 1014 got neqar-
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= Wi
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Volcanic ash plume from Ethiopia
may disrupt flights in India today

DELHI-NCR TOO FALLS IN ASH PATH

Priyangl Agarwal &
Saurabh Sinha | e

New Delhi: A thick plume of
volcanic ash, generated by
the [rst eruption n 12,000 ye
ars at Ethiopia‘s Hayll Gubbi
voleanoon Sunday, is on cour-
se io reach paris of northwest
India by Monday night. The
dense cloud of ash, which has
entered Indian alrspace, is
likely to sweep across Rajast-
han, Delhi-NCR and Punjab
Aijrfines have begun can-
celllng ights, with fears that
operationsare likely to be hit
There were somé dlversions
an Monday, such as on IndiGo
Kannur-Abu Dthabi flight di-
verting to Ahmedabad to av-
old flving intothe route of the

Photo: AP

through upper atmosphere,
move across Yemen, Oman,
Pakistan, and into India

* DGCA issues advisory, asks

airfines to suspend or delay

if conditions deteriorate

» Flight disruptions begin.
Dhabi diverted to Ahmedabad

*> Ash clouds from volcano drift

ions in impacted airports

IndiGo flight from Kannur to Abu

plume. Further impact is an-
ticipated in the hours ahead,
There's also speculation
that the ash comprising sili-
ca, rocky material and gases
like sulphur dioxide may im-
pact air quality In north In-

dia. However, IMD said the
plumes were moving at he-
lghts of around 10-15km abo-
vie the surface and will mainly
impact flights.

»Close watch, P&

Aviation authorities, airlines keep close watch

Continuwed from P1

of Civll Avistion has nd
vised airlines to avoid

Might levels and regions im-
pacted by the ash plume. Ale-
ports whereash isexpected to
reach inm India have been
nslied o inspect runways for
contamination and suspend
operations if required.

IndiCco =aid on X, “...ash
clouids are reported to be drifi-
Ing towards mrts of wesiern
India... Our teams are closaly
tracking the situation in coor-
dinatlon with |ntermational
aviation bodies We are fully
prepared with all necessary
precautions o ensure sale and
rolkable operatlons” The ale
tine cancelled six flights.

Indian aviationm muthor-
ithes and alrdines ar keeplng
a close watch on the situation
for potential impact on flight
movement starting Monday
evening Flightsan that routo
are already petting impacted
An Indian carrier's plane
Innded in Abu Dhabi, and its
engines are being thoroughly
checked hefore being re-
leasad for its Dight back
b, Wi dre tracking the
plume's route and know the
areas impacted by it. We are
taking detours to avoid fying
there," said a senior officlal
of an Indian carrier

IMD  chief Mrityunjay
Mohapatra told TOLI “The
plumies of ash are moving to-
wards northwest India at &
height of 10-15km. It isexpect-
ed to reach Delhl-NCR by
Momnday might. Alreraft mov-
ingat that height are likely to
be impacted.” He added it is
unclear whether it will im
pacttheair quality

Met officials

F 1 The Directornte General

sgid the

plurnes may make the sky ha-
v “Tt may impact the mini-
mum temperature, which
may rizge doe (o the cloud of
plumes,"” said an official.
"We hope the intensity of
Lhe plumies reduces & it eross-
es the land and ocean while
heading towards Delhi and.Jai-
pur;” said nnsviation official.
DGCA asked Might crew,
dispatch teamaand operating

cabin crew to ensure strict
avoidance of published vol-
canic ash-affected areas and
flight levels, adiustment to
flight planning, routing, and
fuel considerations based on
latest advisories. [t ssked
them to immediately report
of any suspected ash encoun-
ter; incliding engine per-
formance ansmalles orcabin
smoke/ ndour

DGCA - advized all oper
ators to svoid affected alti-
tudes or regions is per the Lig-
et Voleanie Ash Advisory
and ASHTAM infarmation

“Conduct post-llight en-
pime and alrframe inspections
forany aircraft operating near
Affected areas. Suspend or de-
Ly operations to impacted air-
ports i condithons deterio
rate, " snid DGOA

Hayli Gubbi, a long-dormant
volcana in Ethiopia's Erta Ale
Range, has erupted for the

first time in
10,000 years

ASH PLUMES MAY IMPACT FLIGHTS

= |tis sending huge ash
plumas into the sky Lthat
drifted across the Red Sea
toward Oman and Yemen
and was to

" reach India

' on Monday night

Ash
plumes
expected lo
move towards
Rajasthan,
Delhi-NCR and
Punjab

Ash is moving along the
wind, Ash plumes are at

heights of around
10 km above the
surface, says M0

What volcanic ash
contains:

* |t comprises dust
slfica, racky

material, &,
mikmerale and ='n
gases like Tk
sulphur dioxide

* It is expected to look
hazy

Impact of ash:

» Major impact on
flights as the plumes are
above the surface

* Minimum
temperature

may goup #g
> Itis [thaly to
impact afr quality

Advisory for airfines:
The Directorate General
of Clvil Aviation has
advised airlines

b avold

filght levels

and regions

Impacted by ash

plume. Airports wherz
ash is expected to reach
in India have been asked
o inspect runways

far contamination and
suspend operations if
required

Ashwary Tiwarl, an ama-
teur weatherman of India-
MuetSky wrode on X that the
aah eloud entered Indisn sub
continent from west Rajas-
thun and was moving north-
castvards at n gpeed of EH0-130
km/h. “It les over the Jodh-
pur-Jaisalmer-Phalodi region
nd will move northepstwards
and Impaet othor NW.C parts
of Rajasthan, Hmryana, and
Delhi-NCR by 10 pm-12 am and
later Puniab and foothills of
narthwest Uttar Pradesh and
hills by midnight-morning.
Some arvas of Gujarst will be
impacted later by a trall seen
attached with the plome,” gald
the twest.

Experts sald it may warsen
Delhafs adr quality, which 1s al
resdy im the higher end of the
‘wery poor’ category Sunil Da-
v, fovineder and lead analve
of think tank EnvireCata
Iysts, said, “The voleanic ash
conisists of dust, silica, rocky
moterial, and other minerals
and can be hazardous for
health. Voleanic ssh while
passing over the alr shed over
Delhi may lead o a sudden
spike in pollution levels, wors-
ening the air guality further™

Anumita Royvehowdhursy
Executive Director, Research
and Advocecy, Centre for Sci-
enee and Environment, said.
“Themagnitude of this prob-
lem requires immediate as-
spsament. Voleanie msh can
trave] long distances and af-
feet Graway regions, This
plume 15 4 toxic mix of fine
particles and gases like sul-
phur diogide, nitrogen diox-
ide, ete., that can worsen the
smog in Delhi that already
has a saturated alrshed. This
toxic haze can affect vulnera-
ble groups and enhance the
healthrisks.”
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How Air India lost a plane in cobweb of sarkari apathy

Grounded In 2012, It Fell Off Books. New Owners Came To Know Of Its Existence Only Recently After An Alert From Airport

Subhro.Niyogi
@Etimesofindia.com

Kolkata: Aghost jot, amissing
entry, a forgotton nsset. The
plane that fiell ofT the books —a
43vearold Boelng 737-200,
parked for more than 13 years
on the southeastern edge of
Kolknta airport, rolled out on
Now 14— not skyward, butona
tractor wrailer bound for Ben-
galuru about 1,900km away

The aircraft, silent since
2012, is now set for o second Hife
a8 o training tool for mainte-
nance engineers, Its depar-
ture cleared space for one of
two new hangars planned at
theairport.

The plane slipped through
mergers, privatisation and
muddled archives — until air-
port afficials nsked Alr India
what it planned to dowith it

The revelation came from
Alr India CEO Campbell Wil-
s0n 1n an internal message to
employees after Kolkaia alr-
port flagged the aircraft's
presence. “Though disposal
of anoldaireraft is not unnsu-
al, thisone is— for it's an air-
crafi that we didn't even know
we owned untl] recently’™ he
wrote, Somewhore across the
years — and across the transi-
tion from a state carrier to a
private one — the aircraft
slipped clean out of ledgers

The aircraft’s 13-year stay yielded almost Rs 1 crore in charges that
Air India had to settle with Kolkata airport

and memory.

The jet, rogistration V'T-
EHH, entered the Indian Air-
lines fleet in Sept 1982 It

moved to Alllnnce Air in 1958,
returned to Indian Airlines in
March 2007 as a cargo carrier,

and shifted to Air India later

that vearafter the [A-Al merg-
er India Post used it next
Then came 3002, decommis-
sloning, silence

What did remain loud: the
parking hill. The aircraft’s 13-
vear stay vielded almost Rs 1
crore incharges that AirIndia
had tosettle with the airpor

Bangalore International
Alrport Lid bought VT-EHH
for its maintenance, repair,
and operations factlity, en-
gines included —ararityinit
self. Nine otherdefunct Alr In-
dia alreraft eleared from Kol-
kata over the past five years
were sold without Pratt &
Whitney engines. Most now
serve as restaurant shells

across India

Beyond Air India’s 10 re-
tired alreraft, four others
have been removed from Kol
kata airport. Among them: o
historic Douglas DC-3 Dakota
once flown by aviator and for-
mer Ddisha CM Biju Patmaik
during his %47 mission o res-
cue Indonesinn  politicinns
Sutan Sjahrir and Moham
mad Hatta from Dutch block-
ades, Thataircraft now stands
restored in Bhubaneswar.

Kolkota airport todny has
only two derelict planes left
ATRs belonging to Alliance
Air One forgotten Boeing is
off the books. Two stragelers
wait in the wings
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Major experience change
for flyers in 2026: AIMD

Saurabh.Sinha
atimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Air India passeng-
erswill feel the “most siiniflcant
change from experionce per
spective” in 2026, when the Ma
haraja enters his fifth yeor of re
turn to founder Tats Group Glo-
bal supply chain issues have me
ant the airdine contimwes (o wail
longer than originally expected
for the planes ordered by it and
also for revamping of iis old fle
et. AlMD & CEO Campbell Wil-
son, on Monday, said it should
have got 28 aircraft from the 570
plane arder placed in Fob 2022
However, it has got "gero”
from that order and the Neet
augmentation has taken pla-
ce by leasing aircraft and ta
king planes that were ready
for other aidines, which co
uld not take their deliverices
“Our narrow body up-
grade s almost complete
Due to aireraft induction de
lays, we decided to keep 17 le-
gncy narrow body Alrbus
A0 family planes for a
longer period and these will

be  upgraded
The wide bodi-
es have been be-
gun to be sent
for retrofit and
that work will
be complete by the end of
o324, " Wilson said. While Al
Group will get 26-30 aircraft
next calendar year, a similar
number will either be retur-
ned and sent for retrofit so
the Meet siee will remain vir
mally unchanged in 2026,

The number of Al wide
bodies will dip in the short
term. As o result of slower
induction and even slower
retraflt, theairline has given
pilotsof all itsaircraft exclu-
ding the Boeing 787 the op-
tion of “fexi contract™
which allows them to choose
shorter duty patterns.

On some sectors, the cut in
flights is proving to be com-
merclally prudent. The fall in
number of international fra-
vellers to the US, Including
from Indin, has led to Al — ke
mist global airlines — seeing
atemporary dip in demand.
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Gulf Air flight
diverted over
bomb threat

Tinaes News NETWORK

Hyderabad: A Gulf Airflight
with 154 passengers on board,
flying from Bahrain to Hyde-
rabad, was diverted to Mum-
bai on Sunday following a
bomb threat email received at
the Rajiv Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport (RGIA).

Around dam, a bomb thre-
at email was sent to the custo-
mer support of RGIA, trigge-
ring a security alert for the
Gulf Airflight. Airport offici-
alssaid the flight was diverted
to Mumbai, where it under-
went security checks.

The aircraft was cleared
after thorough screening and
subsequently departed for
Hyderabad. It finally landed
in Hyderabad at 11.31am, offi-
cialsadded.
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Afghanflightlands

on ‘wrongrunway’
atDelhi'sIGlAirport

NEw pELEE: A major collision
was averted at the India
Gandhi International Airport
here on Sunday when an Ar-
ana Afghan Airlines flight
from Kabul mistakenly land-
ed on a rumeay akready
assigned for another air-
craft’'s takeoff A semor
DGCA official said the inc-
dent had triggered an imme-
diate safety mvestigation,
calling it a “serious opera-
tional breach™ that could have
led toa major acoident. —TNS
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