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2.5¢r narcotics
seized at airport

Maw Delhl: A man was arrest-
ed at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International airport with
narcotics worth ¥2.49 crores
here, the customs depart-
ment said on Thursday. The
accused was intercepted
after hiz arrival from
Bangkok on Monday.
According to a statement
issued by the customs
department, "On examina-
tion, six polythene pouches
in one brown colour trolley
bag containing green colour
narcatics substance suspect-
ed to be ganja/marijuana
weighing 2495.5 grams (net
weight) were found.” Whean
the seized contraband was
subjected to a diagnostic
test, prima facie it appeared
to be marijuana, it said. The
value of the said substance is
72.49 crores, the customs
said, adding that the passen-
ger has been arrested. — PT!



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BIIS

INESS LIMNE

DELHI

25 QOTOBER £02b

Economy airfares fall on top routes in Asia

OAG REPORT. Drop seen in 8 out of 10 busiest routes, sharpest decline in Japan at 13%; fares on Mumbai-Delhi route down 7% this year

—_—
Ancesh Ashok Phadnis

LE T

Econnmy clogz atrfares on
cight of the 10 bosicst
roures in Asia, incl
WMumbai-Delhi,  declin
year-oa-year in the Janusey-
September period, an ana-
lysis by leading dara plat-
form DAL shows,

While the sharpest re
duction iz =zeen in Ja
fares on the Mumbai-Delhi
route fell around 7 per cent.

Chpacity across hsi (ex
cluding China) increased 4
per cent year on vear, which
miy be one of the factors in
eight of the 10 largest city
pairs secing airfare reduc-

tions, said (WAWG. Pares on
Fukucka-Tokyo declined 13
per cent year-on-vearand
those on Sapporo-Tokwe are

10 per cent lower. On oan
overall basis, domestic air
fares in Japan are down 7
per cent year on year. “The

Fare reductions
l"l|||"- :-l" TOUTRS

i
Fukuinka - Tokyo 13
Seoul - Tokyo 11
Sapporn = Tokya 10
Hanai - Ho Chi Minh City 9
Wurmvbai = Defhi T

Sodire: ORG

opening of two new  air-
ports in Mumbai and Delhi
will tnerense the COmpei
tion between these two In-
dian cities, especially when
the two largest airlines in
the market have new air-
craft deliveries =cheduled

for the next few vears,” said
OAG.  Average  coonommy
fares fell 10 per cent wear
0n year across the country,
it zaml,

Airlines are scheduled to

operate 114 flights  daily
(two-wavh between Mum-
bai-Delhi in Movember, @ 5
per cent increase over last
VAT,
" oom oan overall basis do
mestic  capacity, lod, 1%
around & per cent higher
compared to last year.

FALL IN TRAFFIC

Passenger growth this vear
has bern modest. Between
Tanuan-August  domestic
airlines Aew 110.7 million
passengers, a growth of 5

per cent compared o @mme
period in 2024,

However, growth turned
negative in July and August.
In .'I1||:.'I teaffic  declined
around 3 por Cont on a vear
on year basis — the first
such decline since 2022,

I Aligust, traffic
dropped 14 per cent com-
pared to [ast vear.

A sEmor i1b|i|.|:~'1rg,-' e
ive pointed out demand has
not picked up as expected,
rezulting in lower yields,

*“The third quarter iz a
gmlﬂ seagon for atrlines bur
52 far forward bookings on
domestic routes are sbow
Short haul  international
routes are doing berter,” he
Raid.
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AAI report on second airport soon

Infrastructure Development
Minister MB Patil said that
the Airports Authority of
India's expert team, which
recently inspected potential
sites for Bengaluru’s second
international airport, will
submit its report within the
next two to three days. Once
recelved, the government will
place the report before the
Cabinet for a final decision.

Patil said the AAl team might
recommend both shortlisted
sites, but financial feasibility
will determine the final
choice. The state initiated
the process early since the
150-km clause bars a new
international airport near
Kempegowda International
Airport until 2033. Starting
groundwork now will allow
the project to be ready by

then, he noted. Only Delhi
and Mumbai currently have
two international alrports.
Patil added that Tumakuru
and South Bengaluru are
among the suggested sites,
and the final selection

will depend on passenger
demand, industrial needs,
convenience, and future
growth potential.
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Airlines to operate
26,195 weekly flights
in winter schedule

Adrlines will operate 26,495 flights every week
in the winter schedule starting from October
26, connecting 126 airports and the number
of services will be around 6 per cent higher
than the year-ago period. The number of
weekly flights in the Winter Schedule 2025
(WS25), spanning from October 26 to March
28 next yvear, is 3.46 per cent higher than the
cuwrrent summer schedule, but the total
numberofairports connected in Ws2s willbe
slightly lower. PTI
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Bluru to get 2nd int’l airport: Minister

M.B. GIRISH | DC
BENGALURL, OCT. 23

Bengalurn is set to become the
third city in India to have a sec
ond international airport, after
Mew Delhi (Moida) and
Mumbai (Navi Mumbai),

announced minister for large
and medium scale industries

M.B. Patil on Thursday. He said
that officials from the Alrports
Authority of India (AAD will
finalise the site for the new air-
port within a day or two.

The second international air-
port has been proposed by the
state povernment to ease the
passenger load on  the
Eempegowda  International

Airport (KLA) in Devanahalli,
near Bengaluru.

“The project, being of a mas-
gsive scale, tvpically takes a
minimum of six vears to com-
plete. If we start the ground-
work now, the second interna-
tional airport will be ready by
the time the restriction clause
ends,” the Minister explained.
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Hoax bomb threat to IndiGo flight: Two passengers detained

BENGALURU, DHNS: Two pas-
sengers were detained and
questioned by the Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA) police after an IndiGo
flight from Dubai to Mangal-
urumade an emergency land-
ing at Terminal 2 following a
bomb threat that later turned
out to be a hoax.

The incident occurred on

October 18 when the crew of
flight 6E 1468 discovered a
handwritten note inside the
lavatory warning of a bomb
on board. Treating it as a se-
rious security threat, the pilot
diverted the aircraft to Benga-
luru foranemergency landing
toensure passenger safety.
The aireraft was moved to
an isolated bay for inspection,

and the KIAL police were im-
mediately alerted. Security
teams conducted thorough
checks but found nothing sus-
picious.

A senior police officer told
DH. “Based on acomplaint, we
detained both passengers and
recorded their statements.
One of them, who frequently
used the lavatory duetoillness,

denied writing the threat mes-
sage. After questioning, both
were released on station bail.”

Following acomplaint from
terminal authorities, police
registered an FIR on October
19 and initiated an investiga-
tion. One of the detained pas-
sengers is from Mangaluru,
while the other is a Bengaluru
resident.
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Another take-off abort
at Chennai airport

TH [HH&

A potential avialion disasier
was v ted whien the eockpit
orew of o IncEGo Adrines -
ight 2bocied take-off of Che
ennal Inmermatoned  AlTpoTt
ab approcimately (4545 BSE an
Trarsday afwer detecting an
eigice  mallunclion  The
ATH-72 adreraft, scheduled to
depan for Tinsthy, carried 72
passengers and  fve crew
membiers, #1 of whom ese-
aped lanm.

As the atrorafr commenced
its oull pea Funeway 070, 1he
pices identified a  crwmical
engine  Indicaee  aod -
medizely informed Al Tr-
afiic Conmel before hAnging
1 awircrall o a Dol A iy
wehide was deployed to tr-
anspinrt the disshled airemift
hack s i bay, ATrpom em
ErpETicy  services remozed
an sxndhy untll the dmation
wasdedtaned ase

A spokesman for Chennai
Imcernazinnal Alrput scaced
thpan e prompl acthen pre-

A spokesman for Chennai
International Airport stated that the
prompt action prevented what could
have been a serious accident.

vonibedd whar poald e been
& serxus wcidest He em-
phasised that all onboard
were de-plaed witloul in-
cident and that ihe pas-
eNECTE weere seeommsadaned
in the terminal hunge wdile
further checks were ecan-
ducted, The cvent appers o
Fari pat of & patbero ol e
ar-misses imolving Ind Go in

recent momlE, raisiog o
pstioms  oboul  moinienuse
praceiees and nversighi

iy Crtuleer, ur DddiCeo ATR
ftight from ‘Tubenrin o Chr
ermal Banded anfely afier che
crew  delecisi a coacked
windshaid mid-aw; the ce-
rrier deacribed thac incider
A% 0 “IAnETnce  requi-
rement”
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Unease among pilots as Air India plans ‘flexi contract’

Meha L Tripathi
hetirs i nd 5% Tt o

MEW DELHE Air India is set o
imrodwee a conroversial “fexd
contract model™ that could see
widebody palots working just 15
days o memth while narmowhodw
crewws chick Ak, o rove insid-
crs 53y retberts cost pressunes and
rising pilot numbers—and hos
ralecd cyebrows across the avia:
riem iminstry,

The schieme. o be nodled ot in
rwin phases between Jamsnyand
March 06, will iniEally eociude
Bocing 787 pilos and Dethi-based
crew operaling Boeing 777 air-
craft. The alrline has said the
stheme will he mandatory but
pillots ane questhening whether the
whmiary nifer masks & oost-cut
G encercise thal podabd slash their
camings by up o40%, and even-
fusally becvane o peinaaneil fea-
[LTE.

“fAs per the plan, a widebody
pilbot willl et wadk for 5 daysina
mibnth and a narmowhody pilot
will get 20 days of wark. This
means 8 forther loss of flving
bours, wiicls levve alresdy Been

reduced from akmost B0 hours a
menths pre-Covid Lo alieed 50-55
heciurs & muonth sfter privatsacon”
one of the persons privy ta the
informacion sald, asking not o be
named,

The airline confirmed the
development, desoribing it as 8
“evlunbany ol fer o i plkals oper-
ating cermin alrcraft o opd
for a deser number of working
days with commensurate pay-
ments.” “This ofter is emtrely sl
unitary and will address the brng-
sanding desire amaongst some
b B Dt nrsnee ool Cirne
avaitable for themsohves,” an Adr
[meliz spaekesgrerson sl sdding
that pliots could continue with
thiir corrent full vrrk schisdule i
they preferred.

Hewnever, piloas have sharply
crithcised the ratingale behind Che
madel, which the airline has
e bl s o steplowards aip-
pordng the evoling meoeds of the
airline's pilot community while
uphalding operadonal effickency.”

Pikeats sy vhee e e veouk]
farthier erode thetr inoome, with
narrowhody pilots facing a 3k
pay recluction and widebody

The schweme will be rolled out
in I phases berween January

men Mlperch 0024, RELTEEL
pilois, particularty those on alira:
fang-hiaul fliglis w0 the L% and
Canada, seeing reducdons of up o
e

“[t Is simpdy & cost-cutilng
asternpt. IFthis was being done for
pllots, it's very casy w fy 40 hours
im half the month, Wy is theatfer
not for 40 wours payment in 15
day=t" one pilot zaid,

Filol coanpensations vpically
commiprise & base salary, allowan-
ces cilinked b Phing, plos fying
hiowr allpswanoes—payments foc
each hour flown—with airlines
normeally guaranteeing & mind-
mum number of paid hours
mwmathly.

A seoond pilot HT spoke to said
thee mdnicnung guserantes under
thie valurtary scheme added that
the hase pay in the voluntary
scheme would be a cut of 45% -
which appears oo be commens:
rate with the reduction of the
uaranteed paid hours from 40
22 “There will wdsobe o reduction
in the heurly rate, from that we
e, g h specifics b
oot boen shared vet,” this perscn
=nid.

Ancther pdlot added that the
new fimnits on how many davs
pikeis caun vk with fusther limé
the soope of racking up addidonal
Tt

Adr India, whichiwas privatised
in MZ2, had 3,280 plots s of
March ths year, according o gov-
ermmentdata shared with Pari:
ment The airline operans a feet
of I74 aircraft including %3 Bosing,
TEF, ax al T2 0ciober, acoaling
o abreratt flect tracking websie
Plame=prtter.com.

After privadsation, Alr Indla
placed one of the lareest Aircraltt
orders in history, spanming single-
aishe and widehady jeis from Boe-
ing and Abrbus 1o be delivered in

phases ovr the coming years. Par-
Hamendary dika sliows the airlioe
will require approsdmasely 5,870
pibots cver the nesxd deonde o =ape
poot lis planned expansion,

Tndhestry noems revpiire varying
pilot complements depending on
aireraf ope: Bocing 7775 need 16
ik (B3 cotmmanders aod 13 fast
afficers) per plane, Bocing 78475
megjuare 20 pibets (0 commandiers
and 10 first afficers), while the
recently inducted Airbos A350
nieeds 30 pilots (15 conmanders
amd IS first officers), Marmowhody
aiveralt, inclwdi 12 the Alrbus
A% Eamily and Boeing 737 Max,
rexpuire paiverige of 12 pilnt—dx
pllots per alrcraft on @ sandard
hass,

This arithmetic [5 based on
keeping  aircraft operational
throughout the month wiile
crisuring pilots have adequans rest
Desteene Highits e o exceead

chaty Hméts.

Filots b anlsso posimtesd b com-
wadictions In the airline’s
approach, “Adrtines are dsconrg-
ing piliees froum tabing jobs abeved,
et they'ne nffering flexible con-
rns et rerd i Byiing bowrs snd

ﬁa:-'.]hhn terms ane being made
pxilale, the six-menanth netice
peeriod sheuld be roconsidered foo,
Werant be resstrictiond omoone hand
wihiiles bedng acked to compromise
o the other,” are pilees said,

Another pilor guestioned
wiether the scheme might even
Luadly besoorme neErmksiory, “We
say there is a shontage of pllots in
Tz, ol hesre v Ferve an aidkine
wiith apcess to pllots, which seems
ta b thie Teasen for coming up
wikh stsch a schemee, The manage-
ment seems o have over-hined
e They may have anounoed
tcasvohmzary, butis there a guar
auties il veotliin ' bee e romnela-
tory?™

The uirlme has alrendy intm-
duced a pay-as-you-fly scheme
under which piless are paid only
far the hours they Oy, “All this
docsn'tadd up,” another pilot zaid

Bibaum inlevaal coisnmnainiceiog,
Adr India deseribed the fiexd cone
tract ns “designed o offer
winrk-life balance,” stating that i
*reflects L comumHiment o fos-
tering a supportive snd adapiable

Wil k emvisnoent”
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Airlines to operate 26,495
weekly flights this winter

MEW DELHI: Airlines will
operate 26,495 flights every
week in the winter sched-
ube starting from October 26,
conmecting 126 airports and
the number of services will be
around 6 per cent higher than
the year-ago period

The number of weekly
flights in the Winter Schedule
2025 (W525), spanning from
October 26 to March 28 next
year, is 3.46 per cent higher
than the current summer
schedule, but the total number
of airports connected in WS25
will be slightly lower.

The Civil Aviation minisiry
on Friday said 26,495 depar-
fures per week have been final-
ised wovfrom 126 airports in
the W525 compared to 25,610
departures per week from 129
airports in the Summer Sched-
ube (5525),

All domestic airlines, except

Air India, Alliance Air, and Fly
Big, will be operating more
wirekly flights than in W524,

“Out of these 126 airports,
Amravatl, Hissar, Purnia and
Rupsi are the new airports pro-
posed by the scheduled airlines
in the W525, whereas apera-
tions from Aligarh, Morad-
abad, Chitrakoot, Bhavnagar,
Ludhiana, Pakyong and
Shravasti airports were sus-
pended in the WS25," the min
istry said in a release.

In W525, IndiGo and
Adr India will eperate 15,014
weekly domestic flights, while
Air India Express will operate
4277 domestic flights.

Spicelet and Akasa Alrwill
operate 1,568 ights and 1,027
flights per week, respectively.

Alliance Air will have 520
weekly flights, Star Air (538),
Fly@1 (196), Tndia One (126)
and Fly Big (58], IGENCIES
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Airlines to operate 26,495

weekly flights this winter

NEW DELHI: Airlines will
operate 26,495 flights every
week in the winter sched
ule starting from October 26,
connecting 126 airports and
the number of services will be
around 6 per cent higher than
the year-ago period.

The mumber of weekly
flights in the Winter Schedule
2025 (WS525), spanning from
Oretober 26 to March 28 mext
year, is 3.46 per cent higher
than the current summer
schedule, but the total number
of airports connected in W525
will be slightly lower

The Civil Aviation ministry
on Friday said 26,495 depar-
tures per week have been final-
tsed to/from 126 airports in
the WS25 compared 1o 25,610
departures per week from 129
afrports in the Summer Sched-
e {55250,

All domestic airlines, except

Air India, Alliance Air, and Fly
Big. will be operating more
weekly flights than in W524,

"Out of these 126 airports,
Amravat], Hisgar, Purnla and
Rupsi are the new sirporls pro-
posed by the scheduled aidines
in the W525, whereas opera-
tions friomm Aligarh, Morad-
abad, Chitrakoot, Bhavnagar,
Ludhiana, Pakyong and
Shravasti airporls were sis
pended in the W525," the min-
istry said in & release.

In W525 IndiGo and
Air India will operate 15,004
weekly domestic flights, while
Air India Express will operate
4.277 domestic Mights.

Spicejet and Akasa Air will
operate 1,568 flights and 1,027
flights per week, fively,

Alliance Air will have 520
weekly flights, Star Alr (538),
Fly91 (196}, India One (126)
and Fly Big (58). KEENCIES
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AAI report on Bengaluru’s
2nd airport in 3 days: Patil

Toors Nows Nemwasx

Bengalurn: The Ajrporis
Auniharity of India (AL 18
expscles] ve subnill es axpert
reporl o Bengaluru™s second
iaternatianal dirport within
the: nexl Pwi o theee days,
said industries and infra-
strucinre development min-
ister ME Patil Thursday
The AALteam bad inspect-
ad e poten-
Lial sites
ohe alobg
Kunakapura
K Road in Ren-
21 gilura South
[ Ml and ome near
e | Melamangzala-
Kunizal Read
in Benpgalurd Bural in
April. “Once we receive the
report, it will b discussoed by
thie cahinst bedrs a final deei-
sioal 15 thlken,” Patil said
He indlzated AAI may res-
onamend beth sibes I exant-
ined, “Paul airport consiree-
Ehoms wamm e i ed will aluo el
it b Fimancial Fsasibility of
the propased lacations,” he
snyl. Insisting that the proeess
wanld mot be arbitrary, Patil
gald, “17s not that they will
buddd an adrpent whevever ihe

SETFoOR

potential sie in
Bengalury. The
tnam evaivaned
twa lpcabions
curing their
wisil i Ageil

gt allots land.”

Hapxplained that the gnst
had initinted preliminery
staps keeping in mind s ay-
ktinp elase that bars laonsch-
Ing anciher [nternatbonal
wirpart within a Ls0ken radivs
o Blempuegenaada [rbermation.
al Airpart (ETAY until 2064,

“1f aw hegin tha gromnd-
work now, the second interna-
tharal airport will he ready by
Lhesn. & projessl of hls scale
Ly beally Labesa mibn i of
e £ 508 yesbrs b camplete ™
b said, “Uurventls aoly Mew
Nelhi (Meidal aed Bambni
(Mavi Mumbai} have twa in-
ternationnl anparta™

Ha gnid Karnatakn woald
corsly developeis al thoee

airports for guidiance, while
afdmifring tho gt is aware nf
Tzl Mada’s plans to baild an
atrport in Hosar, class to the
Harpatakia border As Er puoE-
sibde locsrtinns, Patl! sabd bkegls-
laters from North Karnatakia
have proposed Tumakury,
whille others have suggestod
sitees i Seaith Hengralar

Passenger density

“Hosveyer, paggoenpes densicy,
inddustrial reguiremens, il
soveral othor Bielors will
b taken intd considenstion,
TMHimately the decision will
bt made purely on merit,
keeping Inmind convenience
arud tutore demansd,” the min-
lates gadd.

QQTABER 2025
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Southwest
Airlines picks
Hyd for GIC

Towes Mews NeTwosk

Hyderabad: Chief mini-
ster & Revanth Reddy wel-
comoed USaviation giant So-
uthwest Airlines' decision
to set up a Globel Tnnova-
tion Centre in Hyderabad.
Thir announcemenl came
during a meeting with the
Southwest delegation at the
Secretariat on Thursday, at-
tended by minister Komeati-
reddy Venkat Beddy

The Chl met Southwest
Ajdrlines’ senior leadership,
including chief informa-
thon officer Louren Woods,
chiel techmology  officer
Tom Merrits, head of legal
counsel Jason hying, and
Rarthak Brahma from HEX
advisoryeroup, The delega-
tion chaose Hyderabad to
launch the centre to sup-
port their evolving busi-
TiEss ST ATREY,
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Airport’s Upgraded T2 Set To Take Off
Tomorrow With 120 Domestic Flights

DAY 1: Lucknow-Delhi To Be First FllghtTu Arrive While Delhi-Pune Will Be FII‘St To Depart
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T-hrwindowforflightsin Chandigarh

soHALE Ina major relief fior  singlestrp rumway is under-
passengers at Shaheed Bha-  going pobymer-rodified
gal Singh International Afr-  emulsion repair works im0 bao

port, Chandiparh, the IAF
has allowed a seven-hour
window (3 am to 12 moon) fior
fligrht operations during nin-
wiy maintenanee from Octo-
ber 26 to November 6. The

phases. Earlisr, the [AF had
amnnounced 4 coamplete ol
sure of the arfield, st a
revised NOTAM was 1ssued
todey allvwing hmited flight
opembtons — THS



