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of India

to make detailed plans for
T5 Terminal at city airport

A review meeting was held between the State government and the AATLast week to discuss the
construction of the T5 Terminal and the elevated corridor; and wavs to boost airport’s capacity

PORT CALL

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAL

irports Authority of
Alndia (AAD will
soon start chalking

out plans to build the T5
Terminal at Chennai air-
port and the elevated corri-
dor to provide access to
PASSenEers.

A review meeting was
held recently between the
Tamil Nadu government
and the AAI last week to
discuss the construction of
the T5 Terminal and the
corridor, and ways to en-
hance capacity of the
airport.

As the State government
has scrapped the Parandur
airport project and wanted
to pursue the expansion of
the existing airport before
a new site is identified for
the second airport in city,
this review meeting was
held, sources said.

This is the second re-
view meeting being held
between the State govern-
ment and the AAl to dis-
cuss the means to improve
the airport and the expan-
sion plans,

The T5 Terminal will be
sitwated in the airside of
the airport and hence to
create an entry for nassen-

Expansive project: A source said that it may take seven to eight years to build the 75 terminal and the

elevated corrdor that will come up as part of the project. B. VELANKANRI Ra)

At present, only a
basic framework for
the Terminal and the
access road is ready

gers from the city side, an
elevated corridor has been
proposed from NH 32
{near Madha Engineering
College). This is likely to be
a six-lane corridor.

At present, only a skele-
tal framework for the T5
Terminal and the access
road is readv and a de-
tailed plan needs to be
drafted.

“We are discussing the
area which has to be ear-

marked for the terminal
and how to establish the
access for the terminal.
This is in a nascent siage
now. Full-fledged planning
will begin shortly,” an offi-
cial said.

There were discussions
about the number of air-
craft movements handled
per hour and why it has
not increased.

AAT was asked 1o take a
relook at how much the ca-
pacity — in terms of aircraft
movement and passenger
traffic — can increase if the
expansion work is carried
out.

“It may take nearly 7-8
vears to finish the planning

and build this terminal and
elevated corridor. The
State may as well place its
focus on the second air-
port instead of this expan-
sion,” another source said.

Adrlines oo have
pushed the government to
decrease the value added
tax (VAT) in the Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF). The
State government, on the
other hand, has asked the
airlines to bring in more
connectivity from Chennai
airport. But it is to be noted
that adding connectivity
from an airport gets decid-
ed between an airline and
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
Tion.
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T3 integrated terminal work in final stage

AAl Aiming CLOSE TO TAKE-OFF ,__|!

HOW SERVICES Present eniry gates at
WILL IMPROVE T2 international terminal

Check-in kiosks | Present - 18, !
Additional kiosks - 20 (10 for | 3
international and 10 for domestic) |I e e R
Check-in desks | 120, To be e
added - 48 (24 for international B
and 24 for domestic) g =T

I

For Opening
In April 2027

Venkadesan.5
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: From steel skele-
ton to a near-ready terminal,
Chennal airport’s integra-
ted T3 has rapidly taken sha-
pe in the past few months.
With concrete work almost
complete and glass facades,
flooring, baggage systems
and passenger facilities get-
ting ready, the terminal may
be ready by the beginning of
next year, Alrports Authorl-
ty of India (AAT) officials sa-
id.

AAl s r the ope-
ningof the terminal by April

DEPARTURE

Additional entry
gates | 2 (one for

international
passengers and
one for domestic)

ARRIVAL g
Bagoage reclaim belfs | Present - 6, To be added e
| -4 (2 for international and 2 for domestic)

= Eﬂiig "

1S DEang oevesoped as d

gl COSL0 e

Customs inspection lanes | Present 20, To be added - 2

2027, subject tostatutory app-
rovals. The concrete work is
98 % complete and structural
steel erection is 85% comple-
te. Flooring, roof erection
and electrical work are near-
1¥ complete, and glass panel
installation for the facade is
progressing at a brisk pace.
At least 55% of equip-
ment installation, including

the air handling unit (AHIT),
baggagre handling system
(BHS), counters, and eleva-
tors Is complete. Currently,
partition work is underway.
More than 1,500 people have
been deployed to complete
the work,” said an AAT offici-
al

T3 is belng developed as
an 86,1355qm integrated ter-

minal to handle both domes-
tic and international flights
for 2,467 crore under the se-
cond phase of Chennal air-
port’s modernization plan.
The first phase was comple-
ted in 2023 and inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Theworkon T3 faced dela-
vs due to the non-availability

of raw materials owing to the
West Asia crisis, but AAThas
been periodically reviewing
the progress of the terminal
since January this year.

When T3 is completed,
number of aerobridges will
Increase from 14 to 23, allo-
wing passengers to directly
enter or exit flights and the
terminal without buses fer-
rying them toand from remo-
te bays. With completion of
rapid exit ways, Chennaiair-
port's flight handling capaci-
ty will increase from 35
flights an hour to 45.

K Pasupathy, a frequent
flyer, said AAI can no longer
come up with excuses to de-
lay the project as the state
govt is serious about appoin-
tinga new operator for Chen-
nal. “The authorities should
stick to the deadline and pro-
vide better experience to pas-
sengers,” hesald
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..group lines

up capacity
buildup at
its airports

AKBAR MERCHAMNT
Mumba, September 24

ADANI AIRPORTS 15 accolemt
mg plans to create additional
capacityahead of the expected
wiErge in aircraft and passenger
traffic. The airport operator has
plarad tos bavest around §10 bil-
lion in capex over the next five
vearsacros s airpomsand oty
side infrastmicture,

Amu Bansal CEO, Adanbiis
port told FE that capacity needs
to be created well ahead of
demand as new nunways and
tenm inals take several years to
develop " Newairportomewter
minal takes minimum four to
five years. We need tostart the
capexnow, Bansl sakd

The next phase of Naovi
Mumbailmtematio nal Airport is
expected o be ready around
F30-31,

The expansion comes in
focus as Indian carmiers have
placed large abrcmit ordems
IndiGoandAirindia hmecolie
tivelyordered around 1,680l
crafl, according to their pullicly
announced omderbooks



_ AN
"I fAa=gas wifdsyon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDLA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER DELHT 25 SEPTEMBER 2026

GMR Hospitality to operate
outlets at Delhi airport’s T3
-

GMR Hospitality Ltd has been selected for setting up,
operating and maintaining food and beverages outlets
at the Terminal 3 of the Delhi airport.

The company has won the contract for an initial period
up to May 2036 that can up extended by another 10
years, and has entered into a license agreement with
Delhi International Airport Ltd (DIAL), according to a
regulatory filing. GMR Hospitality Ltd (GHL) and DIAL,
which operates the Indira Gandhi International Airport in
the national capital, are part of the GMR Group.

“The licence fee is based on the revenue share
payment model to DIAL which would be ascertained
based on the revenue from Food & Beverages Outlets on
year on year basis with a minimum monthly guarantee
payable by GHL to DIAL & advertisement fees.

"The estimated aggregate amount of licence fees for
2026-27 and FY 2027-28 shall be — T49 crores and -
2109 crores, respectively,” GMR Airports Ltd (GAL) said in
the regulatory filing late evening on Wednesday.

GHL has emerged as the selected bidder for
designing, financing, developing, setting up,
operating, managing and maintaining the food and
beverages outlets at Terminal 3. The transaction is a
related party transaction on arms' length basis and
necessary approvals were duly obtained in accordance
with Sebi Listing Regulations and Companies Act,
2013, the filing said.

GMR Hospitality - a joint venture between GMR
Airports and Travel Food Services - operates food and
beverages outlets at Goa and Hyderabad airports.

GMR Airports operates airports at Delhi, Hyderabad,
Goa, Nagpur, Bidar as well as Kualanamu International
Airport in Medan, Indonesia. (PTT)
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Work on biz park at KIA to start soon

Bengaluru: Civil work for a ma-
Jor partof the2.2million-sgft busi-
nessparkaround Eempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA) islikely
to Kick off soon.

The project, consisting of four
blocks, has so far seen the const-
ruction of only one. Bengaluru
Alirport City Ltd (BACL), a subsi-
diary of KIA operator Bangalore
International Alrport Litd (BIAL)
focusing on real estate business,
floated an expression of Interest

for civil and structural work for
the three remaining blocks.

The business park will have a
total built-up area of 17.7 acres. At
present, construction is under
way on 7.9 acres for the first block.
Additionally, an urban forest cor-
ridor connecting all fowr parks s
under construction. The urban fo-
rest will be an open green space
likely to feature a locally themed
design with focus on Karnataka's
terracotta tradition. mww
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Al Pilot Removed from Zurich
Flight over Alcohol Violation

Arindam Majumdear

New Delhiz An Air Tndia pilot was
removed from an aireradt bofore ta-
keoff at Purich airport after he
was found o beunder the influence
af aleohol, intensifying seruting
aver the airlines safery culture
amiid aseries of cases imvalving ils
crews The incidenl, on Seplember
A, foreedregchedulingof theDelhi-
bound flight and prompted the
Swizs aviabion regulator to alert
its Indian counterpart. The
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation has sinee ssked Ajr
Indiza te strengthen safegu-
arids, peaple Familiar with the
trac e said.
“Therosponzibility for theturther
hanclling of this case lies with the
DA as the competent authority
of the state of the operaton” a spo-
kesperannof the Swibs Federal Offi-
eenf Civil Aviation (FOCAld E'T
The lalest incidenl where an Air
Imilia crew hroke rules has increa-
zeg] the challenge for incoming Air

A

India CEQH ewolde Gebremariam
whaohazzelbuilding azalely cullu-
reas his priorily

Early this month, the airline
saclked apilot who had tested posi-
tive thr psychoactive substances
after a Chulet-Dkelhiflight that he
commAnded momentarcily lost al-
titude, injuring 24 passengers, in
Angisi,

In anolher ncident inJanuary an
Adr Indiapilocwas decained at Van-
couvet airport after he roporoxdly
smelled of aleehol shortly before
bearding an aircratt.

An Adr India spokesperson
sl the airline maintains &
serrtoleranee  policy  to-
wardsany vislalion ol salary
regulalore proweals, “Any
confirmed breach iz dealt with
firmly and action it accordanec
with repulatory requirements arcd
company policy is enforced.” he
sail, Senior Air India executives
sl the invident in @urich was re-
porled Ty i1s owm stalT, which shio-
wed thal. ils salely maniloring sv-
stoan is ofteedve,

25 SEPTEMBER 2026
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Al CLEARS ¥18-CR
PAYOUT FOR
OUTGOING CEO
AR IMDA
HAS
Approved
tash
{ incentives of
. arcund #18

crore for outgoing CEQ
Campbel| wilsan fin
picture), including a one-
time reward of 22.5 crore
for his performance in
FY25, acconding toa
resolution approved by
the airline's shareholders.
The payout includes
around TS5 crore in cash
inliew of shares that
Wilson was entitled to
receive under the airline's
long-term incentive plan
for FY 23-FY25, Under the
aricinal termas of his
remuneration, half of the
leng-term incentive was
ta be pald in shares
Wilson took charge as Alr
India CED in July 2022
after the Tata Group took
tontral of the aifdine, His
initial three-year
remunerstion package
was valued at arcund
1215 erore annually
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Domestic air
traffic declines
6.34% in Aug

India’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic declined 6.34%
year-on-year to 121.26 lakh in
August, according to DGCA
data released on Wednesday.
All Indian airlines together
carried a total of 12047 lakh
passengers in August 2025,

Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during
January-August 2026 were
110530 lakh as against 1,107.26
lakh during the correspond-
ing period of the previous
vear, thereby registering an
annual growth of -0.18% and
monthly growth of -6.34%, the
DGCA said. During the month
under review, IndiGo's mar
ket share dropped sequen-
tially by 24% to 65% from
G74% in July, while Spicelet’s
share dedined to L2% from
L6% in July this year, the data
showed.

However, Air India Group's
market share climbed to
267% in August, gaining 2.7%
over July 2026 -PT1
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Domestic air passenger traftic falls 6.3% in August

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Domestic air pas-
senger traffic fell 6.34% in
August this year compared to
the same month in 2025, while
IndiGo’s market share declined
and Air India Group's
increased. according to the avia-
tion regulator Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
report.

Scheduled domestic airlines
carried 12.13 million passengers
in August, down from 12.95 mil-
lion in the same month last
year, the report said.

Passenger traffic from Janu-
ary to August was 110.53 mil-
lion, marginally lower than the
110.73 million in the corre-
sponding period last year, regis-
tering a year-on-year decline of

0.18%. This is the second con-
secutive decline in passenger
numbers. DGCA's data showed
domestic passenger traffic fell
4.80% to 12 million in July this
year from 12.6 million in the
same month in 2025,

IndiGo's market share
declined to 65% in August from
67.4% in July. Air India Group's
share increased to 26.7% from
24% during the same period.
Akasa Air's market share was
5.5%, the same as in July. Spice-
Jet's share declined to 1.2% from
L6%.

The report said the passenger
load factor, or the percentage of
an airline’s available seating
capacity filled with paying pas-
sengers, declined in August
compared with July. IndiGo's
load factor fell from 82.4% in
July to 79.2% in August. Air

The report said 1.39% of flights
were delayed by more than two

hours in August. MINT
India Group's load factor
declined from 83.2% to 77%.
Akasa Air's load factor fell from
91.9% to B7.6% during the
period. The DGCA report said
airlines received 2,132 passen-
ger complaints during the

month, the h]ghest being bag-
gage-related issues accounting
for 29.5%, followed by flight
problems at 26.3% and refund-
related complaints at 17.3%. It
added that 2,123 of the total
2,132 complaints had been
addressed.

The report said that among
the major carriers, IndiGo
recorded the highest timely
flight operations at S1.5% across
the 10 major airports, followed
by Akasa Air (90.5%) and Air
India Group (83.9%). Only 17.9%
of SpiceJet’s flights operated on
time in the months. The
On-Time Performance of
regional carrier Alliance Air
was 71.8%.

The report said 1.39% of
flights were delayed by more
than two hours in August. Spi-
celet recorded the highest share

of such delays at 48.05%, fol-
lowed by Fly9l at 3.46% and
Alliance Air at 2.47%.

“August is traditionally a
softer travel month. With
schools and colleges reopened,
monsoons impacting leisure
travel and families generally
waiting for the festive season,
demand tends to moderate.
Inbound tourism also remains
subdued during this period.
*This year, geopolitical uncer-
tainties, higher operating costs
and some rationalisation of air-
line capacity have added to the
softness. | would therefore view
the decline in perspective, with
festive and VFR travel expected
to bring back momenmm,” said
Jay R. Bhatia, director of Tul-
sidas Khimji Holidays and
member of Travel Agents Asso-
ciation of India (TAAI).
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SpiceJet’s delays
surge, market share

falls to five-year low
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DGCA data: Domestic
air passenger traffic
falls 6.34% in August

MPOST BUREAU
Mumbai, September 23

India’s domestic air pas-
senger traffic declined
6.34 per cent year-on-year
to 121.26 lakh in August,
according to DGCA data
released on Wednesday.

All Indian airlines
together carried a total of
129.47 lakh passengers in
August 2025.

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during
January-August 2026 were
1,105.30 lakh as against
1,107.26 lakh during the
corresponding period of
the previous year, thereby
registering an annual
growth of -0.18 per cent
and monthly (August 2026
vs August 2025) growth of
-6.34 per cent,” Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said.

During the month
under review, IndiGo’s
market share dropped
sequentially by 2.4 per
cent to 65 per cent from
67.4 per cent in July, while
crisis-ridden Spicelet’s
share declined to 1.2 per
cent from 1.6 per cent in
July this year, according to
DGCA data.

However, Air India
Group’s market share
climbed to 26.7 per cent in
August, gaining 2.7 per cent
over July 2026.

Akasa Air’s market share
remained unchanged at 5.5

REPRESENTATIVE PIC

INSIGHT

» India’s year-on-year
domestic air passenger
traffic declined to 121.26
lakh in Aug

» ALl Indian airlines together
carried a total of 129.47
lakh passengers in August
2025

#» In July, IndiGo’s market
share dropped sequentially
by 2.4% to 65%, while
SpiceJet’s share declined
to 1.2% from 1.6%

per cent during the month
under review vis-a-vis July,
DGCA data showed.

In terms of On Time
Performance (OTP) at the
10 major airports in August
2026, IndiGo topped the
list at 91.5 per cent, fol-
lowed by Akasa Air and
Air India Group at 90.5
per cent and 83.9 per cent,
respectively.

The overall cancellation
rate of scheduled domes-
tic airlines stood at 1.39
per cent in the previous
month.

24 SEPTEMEER 2026
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