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Pvt jet first aircraft to officially
land at Navi Mumbai airport

Manju¥@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A private jet carry-
ing passengersfrom Ahmeda-
bad quietly scripted aviation
history this weekend, becom-
ingthefirstaircraft toofficial-
ly land at the long-awaited Na-
vi Mumbai airport. The jet,
operating under a Non-Sched-
uled Operator Permit (char-
ter), touched down at 10:20am
on Saturday and flew back to
Ahmedabad past noon the
next day, completing the first-
ever runway operation at the
greenfield airport.

Though an IndiGo Airbus
320 aircraft landed on the Na-
viMumbaimainrunway 26in
Dec 2024, it was a validation
flight mandated to test the air-
port’'s navigation systems.
Prior to this, a symbolic
touchdown took place in Octo-
ber, when an IAF Airbus
C-295, a tactical airlifter, tou-
ched down on the main run-
way without using the air-
port’s ground-based naviga-
tion aids.

“The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) on September
19 granted approval for the

Hiray

A Pilatus PC-24 comes in to land on the main Navi Mumbai runway

landing of a non-scheduled
aircraft, marked ‘passengers
flight' at Navi Mumbai.” said
a source. To accommodate
this arrival and departure,
AAI cancelled its earlier no-

tice (NOTAM to pilots, air-

lines) about Navi Mumbai
runway’s closure till 11:59pm,
Sept 20. A new NOTAM was is-
sued on Friday which an-
nounced that the Navi Mum-
bai airport runway was open
from 8:30am to 1lam on Satur-

day and another three hours
on Sunday.

The private jet, a Pilatus
PC-24 (VT-APV), took off
from Ahmedabad at 9am to
head south, overfly the Gulf
of Khambhat, and then the
Arabian Sea, from where it
turned east to cross into
Mumbai over Bandra and
Sion, flying south of the busy
city airport. It came south of
the new Navi Mumbai air-
port, from where it turned

north and then west to carry
outanapproach onrunway 28
and land at 10:20 am. It depart-
ed Navi Mumbai airport at
12:40am on Sunday and took
theland route to Ahmedabad.

Over the weekend, the
flight also landed on X, with
wwhiravaero posting a clip of
the landing captured by Sand-
eep Pilania, a plane spotter:
Industry experts pointed out
that the new Navi Mumbai
airport has other firsts still to
come, The most awaited
among these will be the first
scheduled commercial air-
line flight,

While PM Modi is set to in-
augurate the airport and its
terminal building on Sept 30,
the commissioning of the air-
port, alter the security sweep-
ing and other procedures, is
likely to take a few more
months. But the landing or
take-off of the first airline
flight carrying fare-paying
passengers will be the most
significant milestone, as it
would signal the start of ama-
jor capacity boost for Mum-
bai'soverstretched airport in-
frastructure.
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Jodhpur’s new airport terminal to open soon

TDG NETWEIHK

J00¢

The new airport terminal s The l'f'?"mfﬂﬁf,
Jodhipur is set to open soon, -

with Prime Minister Naren- covering 24,000

dra Modi expected toinangu-
rate the fadlity by the end of

square meters and

Ortober, Union Culture and designed to meel
Tourism Minister Gajendra

Singh Shekhawat, who in- the needs for the
spevtad the under-construc " i

fion ferminal, mentioned that ) e fED_}E HrS,
efforts would alzobe madeto Jadhpur Airport new under canstruction terminal is constructed
lay the foundation stome for — stones; giving it a beritage chines, and three conveyor Sharmma s anticipated tocut N .
an clevated rmoad alongside  look. It will featuresixsero-  belis airline fuel costs by 25%, ﬂ'”"dj }rﬂdi’ﬂ“ﬂ

the airport.

The terminal, covering
240000 srquare meters and
designed to meet the needs
[or the next 20 years, is
constructed with Joedhpur

bridges. enabling direct
access Lo planes, and park-
ing fer 3000 cars in the first
phase, The terminal also
boasts 40 check-in coun-
ters, 16 self-chevk-in ma-

Air conmectivity in the re-
wion s expecied W improve,
with Air India starting neow
flights. Additionally, a re-
duction in the air fuel tax
by Chicl Minister Bhigjanlal

further boosting connectiv-
ity. The expansion project,
costing Ksd80 erore, began
over three decades agnand
gained momentum alter
2014,

slones, giving il
a beritage look.
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/ Most Connected Airport Hubs

London Heathrow has retained its title as the world's most internationally
connected airport for the third straight year, offering over 59,000
possible connections to 226 destinations® on the busiest day**, according
to OAG's ranking of 50 most connected airports—11 from the US, two each
in seven countries, and one each from 25 countries (including India)...

Global Airport Megahubs (top 10)
Connections ) D

1(1) London Heathrow : 59,240 :
2(8, Istanbul i 82,733 32?
3(4) Amsterdam : 66,798 : 275
4(2) x KualaLumpurint : 36,159 : 151
4(10) Frankfurtint @ 73221 : 307
6(5) ,— SeoulIncheon : 41,572 : 179
7(9) (f C‘T- ChicagoO'Hare @ 65,141 : 297
8(11) \ |7 | AtlantaHartsfield-Jackson i 53374 251
963 = =F Y '"'ji: Tokyo (Haneda) 22,243 107
10(7) * ParisCharlesde Gaulle : 57,014 : 299
39 (24) Delhi : 16,718 : 157

*Based on scheduled services to destinations operating between Sep 2024-Aug
2025. "*Friday 1 August 2025; above rankings are generated by comparing the
no. of scheduled connections to and from international flights with the number of
destinations served from the airport Source: OAG

SANJEEV RAJ JAIN
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Navi Mumbai
airportleases
405 flats

RAGHAVEMDRA KAMATH
Mumbai, September 24

MHAYI MUMBAI INTERMA-
TIOMAL Airport (NMIAL)
managed by Adani Arport
Holdings, has leased 403
mady-to-move-inapartments
at a residential complex in
Panvel, Mavi Mumbal.

NMIAL has signed memao-
randum of understanding
[Moll) with Wadhwa Group to
lease 405 flats at the latter's
twwnship Wadbhwa Wise City,
Panvel, for airport staff and
their families from Oetober
2025 Wadhwa Group said

NMIAL has leased one, one-
and-half and two bedmoom
apartmentswhichit could buy
ata later date, sources familiar
with the development said,

ThoughWadhwa Groupdid
mod share financial detalls of
thedeal, market sources said
the price of a bulk deal of 400
apartments at the project
could be amund 350 crove.
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Airport City set to
get CNG facility

C ommuters, cab drivers
and airport users will
soon have easier access to
cleaner fuel options.
Bengaluru Airport City
Limited Tuesday inked an
agreement with GAIL Gas
Ltd, a subsidiary of GAIL
(India) Ltd, to set up a city
gas distribution facility at
Airport City. The move will
help citizens get easy access
to CNG stations for taxis,
buses, logistics fleet and
last-mile vehicles operating
around the airport. Tun
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RTI reveals why Surat airport
lacks ILS approach lights

FPJ News Service

SURAT

T

An RTlreply has exposed the
reason behind the non-instal-
lation of Instrument Landing
Systemn (ILS) Cat-1 approach
lights at Surat Airport, a long-
standing demand of flyers and
activists. Despite repeated
representations and concerns
raised after air crashes in
Surat (2019) and Kozhikode
(2020}, authorities have dis-
missed the demand, citing
high costs and “low diversion
rates”

For years, the Surat Airport
Action Committee (SAAC),
led by its president Sanjay
Ezhava, has been pressing the
Union government and local
authorities to acquire 2033
acres of land for ILS approach
lights and another 5 acres for
ASR and MSSR facilities—a
total of 2533 acres. Recently,
the proposal was officially
rejected

According to information
shared by the Surat Airport
Director under RT1, 37 aircraft
were diverted due to bad
weather in the last six years,
averaging six  diversions
annually,. The  Airpaorts
Authority of Indias head
office in Delhi concluded that
the cost of land acquisition for
installing approach lights was
not justified for such a “low
number” of diversions.

This  explanation has
sparked outrage among fre-

quent flvers and activists, who
argue that aviation safety can-
not be measured in numbers
alone.

Speaking  to  reporters,
Ezhava condemned the deci-
sion as dangerous negligence.
“This is clear disregard for
Surat. Even a single accident
caused by poor landing condi-
tions can put thousands of
lives at risk. The administra-
tions responsibility is to
ensure zem accidents, not o
balance lives against costs” he
said.

He further warned that
Surat Airport is located in a
sensitive zone. “There are
shrimp ponds, ONGC pipe-
lines, and even hazardous
buildings near the rumway.
One accident here can have
catastrophic consequences far
bevond  just passengers,”
Ezhava added.

Aviation experts echo these
concerns, highlighting that
ILS Cat-1 with approach lights
is standard safety infrastruc-
ture at most major airports.

Without it pilots face greater
challenges in landing during
bad weather, increasing the
risk of diversions or, worse,
accidents.

A senior airport official,
however, defended the deci-
sion. "Compared to other air-
ports, the diversion numbers
here are very low. The cost of
acquiring land and installing
the infrastructure runs into
hundreds of crores. From a
cost-benefit standpoint, it was
not found feasible,” he said.

But for flyers, cost argu-
ments offer little comfort. “If
Delhi and Mumbai deserve
full safety systems, why not
Surat? Passenger lives are
equal everywhere,” said a fre-
quent traveler from the city.

With Surat emerging as a
major hub for diamonds, tex-
tiles, and global trade, activists
argue that its airport deserves
waorld-class safety standards.
For now, however, the RTI
makes clear that financial
considerations—not safety—
have dictated the decision.
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B'luru Airport City ties up
with GAIL for distribution

NT Correspondent

EENGALURU

The Bengaluru Airpert City
Limited (BACL) on Tuesday
announced signing an agree-
ment with GAIL Gas Ltd, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
GAIL (India) Limited, o de-
velop a city gas distribution
facility at Bengaluru Airport
City, marking a significant
step towards building a clean-
€I, greener energy ecosystem.

The upcoming facility will
include a Compressed Natu-
ral Gas (CNG) station and
associated  infrastructure,
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) in-
stallations, and other clean
energy solutions, it said,

Alongside fuel services, the
station will also feature non-
fuel retail and convenience
offerings for the wider public,
officials said.

"By facilitating CNG in-
frastructure for taxis, buses,
logistics fleets, and last-mile
connectivity vehicles at and
around Kempegowda Inter
national Airport Bengalurn
(BLR Airport), the project
will position Bengaluru Air-
port City as a showcase for
integrating sustainable en-
ergy solutions into urban and
commercial hubs. The de-
velopment also enhances the
attractiveness of the Airport
City as & smart, green busi-

ness destination aligned with

international  sustainability
standards,” BACL said, in a
statement.

BACL is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited,
BIAL (operator of Kempe-
gowda International Airport,
Bengaluru).

According to Rao Munu-
kutla, Executive Director and
CEO of BACL, the upcoming
city gas distribution facility of
GAIL Gas in Bengaluru Air-
port City marks a transforma-
tive step in advancing India's
clean energy transition. “To
be established within our
Afrport City that has already
achieved the prestigious IGBC
Green Cities Platinum Rating,
this development reinforces
our position asaleader in sus-
tainable urban innovation,”

he said.

Goutom Chalraborty,
Chief Executive Officer of
GAIL Gas Limited said, *Our
company continues to lead
the way in promoting the
adoption of environmentally
friendly and cost-effective
natural gas.

The establishment of the
CNG station within Bengal-
uru Airport City will greatly
benefit thousands of wvehi-
cles, providing convenient
access to CNG refuelling for
commuters traveling to and
from the airport. GAIL Gas
remains committed to mak-
ing Bengaluru a cleaner and
greener city with its contin-
ued efforts.” According to an
official statement, GAIL Gas
has been authorised by the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board.
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B'luru Airport City ties up
with GAIL for distribution

NT Correspondent

EENGALURU

The Bengaluru Airpert City
Limited (BACL) on Tuesday
announced signing an agree-
ment with GAIL Gas Ltd, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
GAIL (India) Limited. o de-
velop a city gas distribution
facility at Bengaluru Airport
City, marking a significant
step towards building a clean-
€I, Ereener energy ecosystem.

The upeoming facility will
include a Compressed Natu-
ral Gas (CNG) station and
associated  infrastructure,
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) in-
stallations, and other clean
energy solutions, it said,

Alongside fuel services, the
station will also feature non-
fuel retail and convenience
offerings for the wider public,
officials said

"By facilitating CNG in-
frastructure for taxis, buses,
logistics fleets, and last-mile
connectivity vehicles at and
around Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport Bengalurn
(BLR Airport), the project
will position Bengaluru Air-
port City as a showcase for
integrating sustainable en-
ergy solutions into urban and
commercial hubs. The de-
velopment also enhances the
attractiveness of the Airport
City as a smart, green busi-

ness destination aligned with

international  sustainability
standards,” BACL said, in a
statement.

BACL is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Bangalore In-
ternational Airport Limited,
BIAL (operator of Kempe-
gowda International Airport,
Bengaluru).

According to Rac Munu-
kutla, Executive Director and
CEO of BACL, the upcoming
city gas distribution facility of
GAIL Gas in Bengaluru Air-
port City marks a transforma-
tive step in advancing India's
clean energy transition. “To
be established within our
Afrport City that has already
achieved the prestigious IGBC
Green Cities Platinum Rating,
this development reinforces
our position asaleader in sus-
tainable urban innovation,”

he said.

Goutom Chalraborty,
Chief Executive Officer of
GAIL Gas Limited said, *Our
company continues to lead
the way in promoting the
adoption of environmentally
friendly and cost-effective
natural gas.

The establishment of the
CNG station within Bengal-
uru Airport City will grentl_'.'
benefit thousands of wvehi-
cles, providing convenient
access to CNG refuelling for
commuters traveling to and
from the airport. GAIL Gas
remains committed to mak-
ing Bengaluru a cleaner and
greener city with its contin-
ued efforts.” According to an
official statement, GAIL Gas
has been authorised by the
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board.
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Navi Mumbai

airport to be

inaugurated
on Oct 30

Mumbai: The inauguration
of the Navi Mumbai airport
will now happen on Oct 30,
and the Metro 3 project will
be inangurated on Oct 8, ase-
nior official confirmed to
TOL Thetwo projects wereto
be inaugurated by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on
Sept 30, It is likely that PM
Modi will do both the inau-
gurations.

Last week, CM Devendra
Fadnavis announced that
PMModi will inauguratethe
final stretch of the under-
ground Metro 3 corridor
from Acharva Atre Chowk
in Worli to Cuffe Parade on
Sept30.

Modi was also supposed
toinaugurate the Navi Mum-
bai International Airport, a
project expected to ease
congestion at Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport,on
the same day, officials said.
—Chaitanya Marpakwar
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JagdishLal Sehgal  Manish Kumar and Rajesh Sharma AP Mittal CPS Teotinand Yogendra Garg ¥ Kumar

@ arking an evening dedicated to learning and
n eve]‘“ng 0 Mc‘u]tum the EK Soach Saathiya Foundation
(ESSF) hosted its Symposium on Education for
All at the Airport Authority Officers’ Institute,
The gathering, held with much enthusiasm, brought

together dignitries, educationisis and cultural patrons,

earn ln an e ac with chlel guesis Yogendra Garg. Member, CBIC, and
Manish Kumar. Chief Commissioner, Dethi Zone, in
anendance,

Oneof the defining moments of the symposium was the
awarding of 42 scholarships to meritorious students from
marginalised backgrounds, an initiative that underlined
ESSF s mission of empowerment through education., "Our
work i built on the belief that every child deserves a
chance o leam, grow and lead,” said Jagdish Lal Sehgal.
Directar, ESSE

The evening then transitioned into a vibrant caltural
proeramime thit celebrated India’s artistic diversity.
Audiences were treated toa mesmerising Bharatanatyam
recital, an energetic Tabla performance and soulful vocal
renditions.

Founded during the pandemic under the leadership of
Rakesh Gupia, ESSF has since grown intoa people’s
mivement for social good. Alongside its work in
education, the foundation sctively champions causes such
as environmental conservation through tree plantations
ancl anti-plastic campaigns, while continuing to nurture
the country’s cultural herliage, HTT
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Navi Mum airport inauguration
postponed due to heavy rains

Air India to hcg‘n ops co . congestion on major routes like
once airport opens: nne‘-'tmg NMIA “‘ﬁiﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁ’;ﬁi&ﬁé”i’?ﬁ‘é’;n

at Terminal 2 of CSMIA, run
underground for approximately
nine kilometers, and then sur-
face to form an elevated corridor

As the Navi Mumbai International Airport awaits inauguration, multiple infrastructure

inauguration now
pe projects are gaining momentum to boost connectivity.

deferred to later date

in October: Officials v along the Sion-Panvel Highway.
\ It will pass through key hubs
Yogesh Naik, G Mohiuddin including Kurla, Lokmanya

Jeddy, and Shashank Rao

ietteri@hmdustanlimes com

Tilak Terminus (LTT), and
Mankhurd, before crossing into

NERUL/BELAPUR - URAN

Mavi Mumbai and connecting
Vashi, Nerul. and Belapur, cul-
minating at NMIA.

SUBURBAN RAIL
CORRIDOR

MUMBAI/NAVI MUMBAI: The
Inauguration of the Navi Mum-

bal International Alrport - Route: Nerul/Belapur

[NMILA), arfginally scheduled for MUMEBAI METRO ta Uran Nerul/Belapur-Uran rail

September 30, has beel £ corridor expansion
e by ot Toast a courheai  LINES (GOLD LINE) Handra Carridor Length: 27 km e

poned by at least a couple of
weeks due to heavy rains across

2 : In parallel, Central Raflway (CR)
Route: Chhatrapati Shivajl  Warl : 40 daily is Enhancmg its suhurhagi rail

Current S¢

the Mumbai Metropolitan Maharaj International Airport NAVI LA Planned Expansion; omectivity i NVIA by increae.
Region and the Konkan area, | Terminal 2 to Navi RT Gb d -'I ; . Ing services on the Nerul/Bela-
according to officials familiar Mumba International Airport AINY services by pur-Uran corridor. With the air-
with the developments, (NMLA)  Colaba October 2025 port expected to open for opera-
Prime Minister Narendra New Stations; Targhar (closest tions soon, CH Is finalising the
Maodi was expected to inaugu- Corridor length: 34.9 km station to NMIA) and Gavhan construction of two new sta-
rate the new airport, which is g9 i 1, Rermii . - {both 90% complete) tions, including one that directly
being developed in a public-pri- ! KEY STOPS SETTreEd connects to NMIA
vate partnership (PPP) led by *Wldi‘mﬂ_ﬂﬂ‘m”"ﬂ HUWT: Daily Ridesship Currently, the 27-km corridar
Adani Alrports, However, an i o ! » Chembur » Kurla : 330,000 passengers operates 40 services daily, but
official from the Maharashira + 3 &eon - w Lokmanya Tilak Terminus e officials confirmed that 60 servi-
chief minister’s office said, il — i ILTT) « Manlkhurd » Vashi S ces—a 50% Increase—will be
“There is a lot of loose soll and - i w Nenil « Betapur introduced starting October. The
muck on the roads leading up o : change comes seven years after
the new alrport in Ulwe, which . DAILY RIDERSHIP the corridor began operations in
may make it difficult for visitors | ESTIMATE November 2018.
to reach the airport. TIMELINE ' 900,000 “This will benefit passengers,
As a result, the Prime Minis- Construction to begin: ' - Famges considering that the first phase
ter's Office informed the state mid-2026 i Metro Ir;tder:hanges: 7 of the new alrport Is expected to
overnment two days ago that Servi " i Estimated Cost: {n before the turn of this cal-
ﬁlodlwl]] not be cm‘ulug%nﬁep- m;e:it;g:lg!m tath E ¥20,000 crore Bﬁgda.r year,” sald a CR official.
tember 30. The inavguration has bt “The headway between twio train

now been deferred t a later date
In Dctober. Modi was also sched-
uled to inaugurate the final
phase of the Mumbal Metro 3
line from Worll to Cuffe Parade
during the same trip. This toa
has been pushed to a later dare,
the official added.

Air India operations
Despite the postponement, prep-
arations for NMIA's operational
launch are underway. On Tues-
day, Alr India, following IndiGa
and Akasa Air earlier this year,
announced plans to begin com-
mercial operations from the new
airport once It opens,

In the airport’s initial phase,
Alr India Express—Air India’s
low-cost carrier—will operate 20
daily flights connecting 15 Indian

cities. The airline plans to scale
up £ 55 daily departures, includ-
Ing up to five International
Mights, by mid-2026, and aimes to
reach 60 dally departures by
winter 2026,

“We look forward to com-
mencing operations at Navi
Mumbai International Alrport,
as Mumbai joins the league of
waorld cities with more than cie
alrport.” said Alr India chief
executive and managing director
Campbell Wilson.

NMIA is set to become the
second major airport serving
MMBR, complementing the exist-
ing Chihatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Alrport (CSMIA).
The airport is being built in five
phases, with the first phase

expected to open in late 2025 Tt
will initially handle 20 million
passengers and 500,000 metric
tonnes of cargo annually, with
full eapacity projected at 90 mil-
lion passengers and 3.2 million
metric tonnes of cargo.

Connecting CSMIA, NMIA
As the alrport awalts inaugura-
tion, multiple infrastructure pro-
Jects are gaining momentum o
boost connectivity.

The City and Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation (Cidco) has
foated a tender o appoint a con-
sultant to review the Detalled
Project Report (DPR) of Mumbal
Metro Line 8, also known as the
Gold Line. This high-speed
express metro will connect

CSMIA in Mumbal with NMIA

The final DPR estimates the
corridor length at 34.9 km, with
an alignment change to run
along the Sion-Panvel Highway
after surfacing at Chheda Nagar
In Chembur. “Beyond its airport-
to-alrport role, Metro 8 is set to
become a critical east-west tran-
sit spine, linking high-density
residential and commercial
zones and catalysing commer-
cial activity in Navi Mumbali,”
sald Cidco vice chalrman and
managing director Vijay Singhal

Estimated to cost ¥20,000
crove, Metro 8 will be Mumbai's
second metro corridor devel-
oped under the PPP model. It s
projected to carry up to 900,000
passengers daily and alleviate

services will also reduce by an
average of 15 minutes, which will
help in easing the rush.”

The corridor, which intersects
with the Harbour line, serves
approximately 330,000 daily
commuters. The revised sched-
ule will split the new services
evenly: 30 in the Up direction
and 30 in the Down direction,
Officlals added that services
could be doubled in the future,
depending on travel patierns
onice the airport becomes opera-
tional

Two new stations—Targhar
and Gavhan—are over 50% com-
plete. Targhar. situated between
Belapur and Bamandongri, is the
closest (o the alrport and will
serve as a vital last-mile connec-
tion.
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UK arrests man over
hack that disrupted
European airports

REUTERS
LONDON, SEFTEMBER 24

BRIMSH POLICE said om
Wednesday a man had been ar-
rested as part of an ivestigation
N0 a ransormeine altack against
Collins Aerospace, owned by
RTX, which knocked chedk-in
systemns at airports offline and
caused widespread travel dis-
ruption across Europe

The Mational Crime Agency
said ina statement thatthe mean
in his 40s, was arrested on
Tuesday onswspicion of ofences
unider the Computer Misuse Act
and had since been released on
conditional bail.

“Although this arrest is.a pos-
ime sep, the investigation o
this incident is in itsearly stages
and remains ongoing,” NCA
Depury Director Paul Foster said

It remained undear which
criminal group was behand last

Travellers at Heathrow
airportafier the cyberattack
on Samurday. Reures fii

wieek's hack. An NCA spokesper-
s chechined to provide Rarther
detals Ransomsaare gangs -
tineedy public e attecks and leak
stolen data on dark web “leak
sites” hut websites that monitor
thase portals had not, as of
Wednesday, detacted amy group
clarming the hack
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Over 40 flights cancelled, 42
delayed at Kolkata airport

KOLKATA: Operations at Net-
aji Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport, Kolkata, were
severely disrupted on Tuesday
after a night of torrential rain
left access roads waterlogged
and hampered crew movement.
Airport sources said more
than 40 flights were cancelled
while 42 others were delayed.
The impact was felt most
on Tuesday morning, when
many flights were scheduled
to depart from Kolkata. Air-
port sources said pilots and
cabin crew struggled to reach
the airport on time through
inundated roads, forcing the
cancellation of more than 20
departures. Several connect-
ing flights to Bhubaneswar,
Patna and Guwahati were also
scrapFed, taking the total num-
ber of cancellations to over 40.
Airlines issued adviso-
ries urging passengers to plan
travel with caution. IndiGo said
some routes were impacted by
heavy rain, leading to tempo-

rary blocks and diversions, and
advised flyers to check updates
via its app or website. Spice-
Jet warned that all departures
and arrivals at Kolkata could be
affected, while Air India urged
passengers to allow extra time
owing to traffic and waterlog-
ging and to check flight status
before heading out.

Around 3 am Monday, at
the height of the downpour,
an IndiGo flight from Pune
attempted to land in Kolk-
ata but was diverted to Bhu-
baneswar. It returned later in
the day. Airport sources clari-
fied that no other flights were
diverted. Some parking bays
and hangar areas on the apron
saw water accumulation, which
was pumped out. Passengers,
however, complained that flight
information display boards
were not functioning properly
on Tuesday morning.

Access roads to the air-
port were waterlogged, leaving
vehicles stranded. MPOST
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Drones over Copenhagen airport a

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Copenhagen (Denmark})

A skilled drone pilot flew bwo
to three large unidentified
drones over Copenhagen
Airport on Monday night, shut-
ting down the airspace for
hours as the unknown perpe-
trator appeared to be showing
off their capabilities over
Scandinavia's largest airport,
police said on Tuesday.
Officials chose not to shoot
down the drones because the
risk was (oo great because of
the airport being full of pas-
sengers, the planes on the
runways and nearby fuel
depots, |es |espersen, senior

police inspector of the
Copenhagen Police, said
during a news conference.

jespersen called the pilot "a
capable actor” and said the
culprit seemed intent on
showing off their skills and
possibly practicing their tech-
nigues. The drones disap-
peared after several hours.

There were no signs that the
drone pilotintended to cause
ham o anyone, he added.
The drones’ lights turned on
and off and appeared
to engage in different
flight patterns.

“Itall indicates that you are
not out to attack anyone, but
you are out to show off and

maybe to practice,” he said of
the pilot.

Still, authorities couldn't
rule out the possibility of the
drones being part of a Russian
hiybrid attack, he said. The two
to three drones appeared (o
have fAlown many kilometers
to reach the airport.
Investigators are looking at
how the drones reached the
airport — whether it was by
land or possibly on boats
coming through the strategic
straights into the Baltic Sea.

Flights at the airport
resumed early Tuesday,
though delays and cancella-
tions continued through the
morning. "“Copenhagen

Airport has reopened after
being closed due to drone
activity. However, there will
be delays and some can-
celled depamures. Passengers
are advised to check with
their airine for further in
formation,” its official
website said.

A drone incident the same
evening at the airport in Oslo,
Morway, forced all traffic to
move to one runway, accord-
ing to Norwegian broadcast-
er MRK. Traffic later returned
to normal and i"s unclear
who was responsible.

jespersen said nothing
immediately linked the Oslo
and Copenhagen incidents,

tect flights

but officials would look into
any potential ties.

Security concerns in north-
em Europe are heightened fol-
lowing an increase in Russian
sabotage activities and multi-
ple drones and fighter jet
incursions into NATO airspace
in recent weeks. In 2023,
London's Gatwick Airport
closed its runway for almost
an hour after a drone was
reported nearby. In December
2018, more than 140,000 trav-
ellers were stranded or
delayed durning the Christmas
season after dozens of
drone sightings shut down
Gatwick for parts of three
consecutive days.
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Drones over Copenhagen airport a

ASSOCIATED PRESS
B Copenhagen (Denmark)

A skilled drone pilot lew two
to three large unidentified
drones over Copenhagen
Airport on Monday night, shut-
ting down the airspace for
hours as the unknown perpe-
trator appeared to be showing
off their capabilities over
Scandinavia's largest airport,
police said on Tuesday.
Officials chose not to shoot
down the drones because the
risk was too great because of
the airport being full of pas-
sengers, the planes on the
runways and nearby fuel
depots, Jes Jespersen, senior

police inspector of the
Copenhagen Police, said
during a news conference.

Jespersen called the pilot “a
capable actor” and said the
culprit seemed intent on
showing off their skills and
possibly practicing their tech-
niques. The drones disap-
peared after several hours.

There were no signs that the
drone pilotintended to cause
harm to anyone, he added.
The drones' lights turned on
and off and appeared
to engage in different
flight patterns.

“It all indicates that you are
not out to attack anyone, but
you are out to show off and

maybe to practice,” he said of
the pilot.

Still, authorities couldn't
rule out the possibility of the
drones being part of a Russian
hybrid attack, he said. The two
to three drones appeared to
have flown many kilometers
to reach the airport.
Investigators are looking at
how the drones reached the
airport — whether it was by
land or possibly on boats
coming through the strategic
straights into the Baltic Sea.

Flights at the airport
resumed early Tuesday,
though delays and cancella-
tions continued through the
morning. “Copenhagen

Airport has reopened after
being closed due to drone
activity. However, there will
be delays and some can-
celled departures. Passengers
are advised to check with
their airline for further in
formation,” its official
website said.

A drone incident the same
evening at the airportin Oslo,
MNorway, forced all traffic to
move to one runway, accord-
ing to Norwegian broadcast-
er NRK. Traffic later returned
to normal and i"s unclear
who was responsible.

|espersen said nothing
immediately linked the Oslo
and Copenhagen incidents,

ect flights

but officials would look into
any potential ties.

Security concerns in north-
em Europe are heightened fol-
lowing an increase in Russian
sabotage activities and multi-
ple drones and fighter jet
incursions into NATO airspace
in recent weeks. In 2023,
London’s Gatwick Airport
closed its runway for almost
an hour after a drone was
reported nearby. In December
2018, more than 140,000 trav-
ellers were stranded or
delayed during the Christmas
season after dozens of
drone sightings shut down
Gatwick for parts of three
consecutive days.
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7pumpsdrainout wateras55flights cancelled at city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 23 September

Air traffic at Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International
Airport (CCU) was severely
hit on Tuesday as 55 flights,
including 28 arrivals and 27
departures, were cancelled
between midnight and 1 pan,
officials said. Airport data
showed most cancellations
wereattributed to “bad weather
at CCU;” though a few were
marked “operational.” The
affected flights inchuded services
to and from Delhi, Mumbsai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Imphal,
and international destinations
stich as Dubai and Bangkok.

The disruptions came as
Kolkata reeled under heavy
rainfall and waterlogging,
which also triggered multiple
deaths from electrocution in
thecity. The relentless downpour

caused massive floodingacross
the city, leaving thousands of
commuters siranded and
severely affecting transport
services. Flight operations at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport were
disrupted Tuesday moming,
with at least 11 scheduled
arrivals delayed between
midnightand 1 p.m., as heavy
overnight rainfall battered the
city and left much of it
waterlogged, airport officials
said.

The affected flightsincluded
services from both domestic
and interational destinations,
suchasBangkok, Delhi, Pune,
Hyderabad, Jaipur, Ahmedabad
and : g ro:
dara. Allthe flights were listed
under the “J — Scheduled”
category, with statuses marked
delayed. Thefirst delay occurred
shortly after midnight when

IndiGo flight 6E0319 from
Ahmedabad. scheduled to
arrive at 1240 am, touched
down late and was on chocks
at LOO a.m. Thai Airways flight
TGO313 from Bangkok expected
at 12.55 a.m, landed at 1.06
am, followed by SpiceJet flight
SL0242 from Bangkok's Don
Mueang, which arrived at .52
am.instead of L35 am. IndiGo
flight 6E6921 from Pune, due
at 310 a.m., did not land until
701 am.

Another IndiGo service,
flight 6E7562 from Dehradun,
arrived at 1L08 a.m, nearly
three hours afterits scheduled
8A5am.arrival. Arrivals from
Imphal were also hit: Air India
Express flight IX1591 landed
at 12.53 p.m. instead of 940
am, whileIndiGoflight 6E7014
reached Kolkata at 12.13 p.m,
three hours late. From Patna,
Star Air's flight SGO621 arrived

at 1110 a.m. instead of 10.30
am. IndiGo fight 6E0513 from
Delhi landed at 11.23 am, 40
minutes behind schedule,
while another service, flight
6E2589 from Hyderabad, was
delayed until 1L17 am. IndiGo's
Jaipur service, llight 6E0207,
touched down at11.31a.m, 26
minutes late.

While airport authorities
cited "operational reasons” for
some of the delays, officials
did not immediately confirm
whether weather conditions
in Kolkata contributed to the
disruptions. The city received
very heavy rainfall overnight,
which left several arterial roads
submerged under waist-deep
water and caused widespread
disruption to transport and
daily life. At least, seven people
were killed in electrocution
incidents across Kolkata on
Tuesday moming, police said.
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A Metro City Drowns, A River Dies And A Volcano Erupts

8 dead as a near-cloudburst
dunks Kol days before festiva

7km Tall Cloud 91 eruTs cuucl:u.lan. TRAINS HIT, SCHOOLS SHUT

§ 4 > 98mm of rain in 1 howr (3-
Column Dumps : fam). st shotof te 10
= criteria for a
252mm In 7 Hrs > 252w recoeded 1t Aore
i fi 11.30] to &, 30am,
Tupazs Neyes Nerwous early 20% of Kolkata's normal

Eolkata: At least eight people
died in Kolkata Toesday as a
T cojumin of cloud dumped

| monseon raimfall of 1,345.5mm;

Bl1% of Sept rain quota. City's
wettest spot: Garla (332mm)

25mm of rain - slmost 20% of > 360.6mm | Mkm”w
what the city during the entire 24-he rain, on Sept 28, 197
wear — |0 the span of seven ho- = Power supply 1o 1 lakh
ursovernight, submerging the households cut off as
ity that was all declsd up for precautionary measure
Drurga Puja in less thon o week » 0 fiights cancelled, 95

The deaths, all rom alec delayed; many passengers
trocution  in different  city unahie to reach alrport. 30
apots, pecurred when most af suburban trains
the victims came in contact lang-distance trains rescheduled

with power cables and L
posts while wading or cycling
through Nooded streets.

The Bengal govi held po-
wer utility CESC responsible
for the casualties and asked

C Kolkata

the company to componsiate
the victims' families. CM Ma-
mata Banerjee sakd she spole
to CESC chalrperson Sanjiv

inlike this. It's sounfortunate
that people have lost their 1i-

v, Tharlr Famdlies must be gl
vien jobis by CESC," she said

Groenka, =

Thave never seen

Hain staried pelting the o

Flyers grounded at Kolkata
airport, 91flights cancelled

®From P1

wis between Aam and
dam, when Kolkafa re-
eefved Emimof rain,
Thousands of travellers
were stranded ot Kolknts mir-
port, with 48  departing
flights mnd 42 arrivals cancel
led until Taipm. Waterlog
ping aeross the city also hold
upairline crew and fyers, de
laying 62 departures. Ale
port officials said 187 flights
were allected by the -
manzEoon dunking. Thess in-
cluded international Mights
b Hinmed, Pkt Dk and
Chittaggong.
There was flood ing n ne

F l The most intense spell

Rl .
Met affice said a cloud build-up
chused by & |ow-préssane area over
Bay of Bengad led to the deluge

arly theentirecity compoun-
desd by high tide in the Ho-
oghly

The electrocution deaths
wore reported in Ballygunge,

Garinhat. Netaji Nugar, Be-
hala, Ekhalpore, Haridey
pur, Kabardamga and Benia-
pukur in south amd central
Kolkata
ACESC official said three
of the deaths wers cansed by
people coming in contact
with lampposts and onewith
i traffic light, while the rest
were ebectrocuted ingide the-
Ir homes or factories. Grid
supply to over one lnkh ho-
s was switched oft’ tll wi
tor receded, he said
The Mt cf Thes 5
sive cloud b
a low-pressure area over Ha
of Baenggd led to thie deduge.
Kolkata's total annual avera-
g rainfall standsal ], 345mm

o]

v arwund 11.30pm Moncday and
comtinued almost through the
night (1 around 6 Xnm

kContinued on P 4
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Godrej’s aerospace biz to
double revenues in 5-6 years

POSITIVE OUTLOOK. With long-term contracts, ‘aviation to be a consistent growth driver’

—
Rohit Vaid
Pl Dl

Riding high on the gholsal de-
miand for agrospace compoa-
s, Gndrejqﬂfn[e Es
dercapace business p?;ﬁs w
double frs revenues over the
nex five tosixyears.

At pregent, the combined
aerospace and defence busi-
negs generates around 700
crore. Notably, approxim-
ately 40 per cont of this rev-
enue isderived from exporis.

The company supplies
high-preciclon  components
for engines such as the
‘LEAF and *Trent" 1o leadin
global OEMs (Origin
Equipment Mamifacturers).

Speaking to Micsinessline,
Maneck Behramkamdin, Ex-
ecutive Vice-President and
Business Head of Godrej's
aercapace business, said civil
aviation continues to be a
strategic growth area for the
company.

“With long-term  con-
wracts In place with leading
OEMs, we expect chvil avi-
atlon w be a conskstent
driver of growth, balancing
our defence and space pro-

es.”  Behramkamdin
%wﬁh’na
This sxeategy, he said, will
ition India ag a reliable
ub  for  high-precision
deroapace manufacruring.
“Our goal is 10 demon-

PRECISION SUPPLIER. The frm supplies high-precaion
companents for ‘LEAP and Trent” engines to global (REMs

strate that Indla can deliver
coeyplex, safery-cricical com-
ponents thar meet the most
stringent global standards.
This  bulds confidence
among intermational OEMs
and srrengrhens India's role
In the global supply chain,”
hie sald.

Accordingly, Godre] Is
comstructing  a  100-acre
greenfield aerospace com-
ponents facility in Khalapur,
Maharashrora

The facility is scheduled to
be operational by 2027 and
will house two units of ap-
proximarely 6.5 lakh sq fi
each,

Besides, Behrambamdin
cited that the company has
already invested €300 crore
in the peoject, which will
provide the seale required 1o
serve both domestic and ex-
POIT SeFOEpEace Progfrummes.

Notably, Godrej has bulk

its capabilities to participare

in complex engine
programmes,
SAFRAN CONTRACT

Earlier this month, Godeej
signed 4 landmark five-vear
ocontract with SAFRAN Alr-
crafi Engines oo manufae-
mure front and rear Tianium
mazerial-based complex
ventilarion assemnblies  for
the LEAP engines.

“This artmershi
serengrhens our long-stan
ing  relatlonship wlth
SAFRAN and advances the
vishon of *Make in India, for
the world,' by producing
complex, safety-crithcal com-
ponents in India,”
Behramibeamsdin eaid

Presently, the LEAP is
ong of the world's most
widely used commercial air-
craft engines.

“The projecc lmvolves

highly advanced processes
such as complex machining,
precision welding, and non-
destructive testing, ensuring
compliance with the most
stringent global civil aviarion
standards " he sald.

Furthermore, Godraj sees
slgnificant growth potential
Im  India's clvil aviaton
market.

FASTEST-GROWING
“Imdia is one of the fastest-
growing sviation markets in
the world. As Indkan carrlers
expand their fleers and place
orders for new-generation
alreraft, we are strategically
gitloned 1o by com-
[mm.mu dnmugsttjlfnl;h whﬂe

veraging our global export
capahilities,” Behramkam-
dim sabd,

He noted that Godrej
works closely with DRI s
{Defence Research and De-
velopment  Organisation)
(ias Turbine Research Estab-
lishment (GTRE), manufac-
turing elght modules of the
DRDO engine.

The company, he said, has
signed Mol's with the Aero-
nautical Developesent

Agency (ADA} o develop

flight control actuators for
the AMCA (Advanced Me-
dium Combat Adeceaft) pro-
gramme aisd with Bharat
Electronles Lid (BEL) for
crivical defence and
aerospace plarforms.
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Pilots’ grouping
seeks judicial probein
Air India plane crash

The Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP) has
urged the government to order a judicial
probe intothe Air India Dreamliner crashthat
killed 260 people, alleging that the ongoing
imvestigation was "compromised ™ and should
be hatted. The FIP's demand comes less than
amonth after Pushkaraj Sabharwal, father of
Captain Sumeet Sabharwal who was one of
the pllets of the ill-fated Alr India plane,
sought a formal investigation by the central
government even as the probe by the Alrcraft
Accident Investigation Burean (AAIR) is in
progress, "A judicial inquiry is a necessary
mechanism forthe ministry tocure these pro-
found procedural defects and mitigate its own
legal and reputational exposure,” FIP said. pri
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All a-Board! India Turns Airbus Stop

Group's directors will meet in country this week for first time as govt pushes for local mfg

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The board of Europe’s
largest aerospace group Airbus isset to

meet in Delhi this week for the first time,

underscoring India’s growing pro-

Airbus Flight Map

minence as a global aviation and ae-
rospace market.

Such meetings tend to happen in Euro-
pe, or in countries where the company
hasalarge manufacturing presence. In
2018, the board met in China where
Airbushasa final assembly line

Setting up largest
pilot training
facility in region
“with Air India

Has largest | Every

commercial
aircraft has
some India-

made parts

commercial
jet order
from
IndiGo

for the A320family aircraft.

Airbusdirectors will arrive in the
national capital for an annual off-site
strategy session, said people aware of
the development.

The meeting is happening ata time
when Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government is pushing aerospace compa-
nies to undertake local manufacturing as
part of the Make-in-India initiative.

With Indian carriers ordering more
than 1,500 passenger and cargo planes,
the government has been asking compa-
nieslike Airbus and Boeing to start
aircraft manufacturing in the country:

During their visit, the board members
will meet top officials of the govern-
ment and IndiGo and Air India—itstwo
largest customers who are slated to take
delivery of more than 1,000 Airbus
planes in total over the next few years.

Key Hub for Global Ops »» 10

Key Hub for Global Ops

»» From Page 1

In 2023, IndiGo placed an order for
500 Airbus A320 family jets—the lar-
gest in commercial aviation history

With Air India, Airbus is setting
up one of the largest pilot training
farilities in the region featuring 10
full light simulators.

The directors will also visit Tata
Advanced Systems Ltd (TASL) in
Hyderabad and Dvnamatic Tech-
nologies in Karnataka — currently
its global Tier 1 suppliers.

The board of directors’ visit sig-
nals India is a country of strategic
importance to Airbus, not just as a
vibrant and growingmarket butasa
critical hub for global operations, an
Airbus spokesperson said in respon-

seto queries from ET.

“Wie continue to further integrate
India into our global value chain.
This visit will serve to reinforce
our commitment, cementing Alr-
bus’ role as a reliable partner of In-
dia,” the spokesperson said.

Airbus has over the last few vears
been striving to enhance its manu-
facturing footprint in India. The
company is setting up manufacto-
ring lines for the C-295, a military
transport aircraft, at Vadodara in
Gujarat and one for civilian heli-
copters at Kolar in Karnataka.

However, its approach towards
commercial jets in India is mainly
focused on inereasing component
sourcing from the country rather

than setting upan assem-
bly facility similar to
China.

COMPOMENT SOURCING
Airbus has more than 40
suppliers in India, sour-
cing components worth
£1.4 billion, which it plans
to boost to 2 billion by
2030. Earlier this vear, re-
sponding to an ET query
on Airbus’ plansforafinal
assembly line in India,
CEO Guaillame Faury sa-
itl it may be in considera-
tion for the next genera-
tion of planes, but for the
current generation, it do-
esn't make sense for both
India and Airbus,
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SAF tech gridlock
could delay target
of net-zero: IATA

THE GLOBAL
AIRLIME mdustry
has access to

encugh
sustainable feedstock to
meet ks net-1ern emissons
target by 2050, but faces a
magor hurdle n the slow
depioyment oftechnologies
needed to convert these
feedstocks into sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF], according
o @ new study released by
the International AF
Transport Association (lATA)
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Air India
gears up for
NMIA takeoff

Dhairya Gajara

MU MEBAI

Air India group on Tuesday
announced its plan to com-
mence  commercial  fights
from the Navi Mumbal
Intemational Airport (NMLA),
as the airport nears its inaug-
uration  date.  Air  India
Express will daily operate 20
Nights tn 15 cities across the
country, Mumbal metropaolk
mn reglons second airport,
NMIA, is being prepared for
its scheduled inauguration on
September 30. IndiGo and
Akasa Alr alse snmounced
their planto commence oper-
ations from the first day of the
airport’s operations.

In the first phase of the
new alrport's operations, Alr
India group’s value carrier
Alr India Express is said o
operate 20 daily departures,
which will result in 40 air raf-
fic movements (ATMs), con-
necting 15 Indian cities to and
from NMIA. The arline
group also intends to scale up
to 55 departures by mid-2028,
including up to 5 daily inter-
national flights.

Campbell Wilson, chief
executive officer and manag-
ing director of Air India, said,
“We look forward to com-
mencing operations at Nawi
Murnlyai International
Alrport, as Mumbai joins the
league of world cities with
more than one airport”

AIRLINES TO
FLY FROM NMIA

=

18 departures daily;
firstto announce ops
AKASA AIR

100 weekly flights;
largest percentage of
fleet

AIR NDIA

20 dally departures;
highest number of daily
departures
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Flight prices soar as
festive season approach

UP State Bureau

WARBHAZ
——

As the festive season of

Navratrl, Dussehra, and Diwali
approaches, flight ticket prices
have more than doubled, caus-
ing hardship for travelers
returning to Purvanchal. A sig-
nificant portion of the seats, up
to 75%, are already booked.
The highest demand is for
flights from major metropoli-
tan areas, including Delhi,
Mumbai, and Bengaluru.
Normally, a one-way ticket
from Delhi to Varanasi costs

=== PR NDR

Tickets booked as
festive season
approached

around 3,000 to 3,500,

However, for travel around
Navratri, prices have surged to
more  than  double  that
amount. Similarly, flights from
Mumbai and Bengaluru are
now priced at over 28,000 The
sharp increase In prices is a
direct result of the high
demand for travel during the
holiday season.
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Pilots’ body asks ministry for judicial
probe into Ahmedabad plane crash

5 LALITHA 0 NewDet|

THE Federation of Indian Pi-
lots (F1P) hos written to the
Civil Aviation Ministry de-
manding a judicial probe nto
the June 12 Alr India flight
ATl erash in Ahmedabad that
claimed 240 lives. The federa-
tion also plans to fle a PIL in
this connection in the Suprema
Court shortly. [t is demanding
i court of inguiry (judiclal
probe) under Rule 12 of the Air-
craft (Investigation of Acei-
demts and Ineldents) Rules,
2017, "We will also be moving
the Supreme Court early next
woek with a similar request,” a
source tald this reporier

The response follows the Su-
preme Court's castigation of
the Alreraft Accldents Investl-
gation Burean (AR} on Mon-
day for suggesting that pilot or
ror caused the crash In its
preliminary report submitied a
manth later {July 12)

The bench wos mesponding 1o
A plea by an NGO, Safety Mat-
ters Foundation, seeking an in-
dependent probe. The lotter,
dated September 22, is signed
by the president of the FIR
which represents over 5000
professional pilots and avia-
tion professionals

It suggested that the probe
panel can be on the lines of the
Court of Inquiry set up after
the Mangaloreaccident on May
23 10, Involving an Alr Indla
Express flight, which claimed
158 lives. “A Presiding Offlcer

which must be o retired Judge
af the Supreme Court and a
panel of unimpeachable, inde-
pendent experis with knowl-
edge of operational, aircrafit
maintenance, avionics and
fight control systems,” 1t sald.

The letter tothe ministry -
calls that it had made a prelimi-
nary request inthe aftermath
of the accident for inclusion of
subiect-matter cxperts and a ju
dicial Inquirv. “This letter
serves as g formal and urgent
escalation af that position in
lightof grove and alarming de-
velopments, ™ it said It charged
that the actions by the AAIB
have violated statutory rules
and ethical norms. The letter
alleged that a delegaiion of the
AAMB hod made “anunsobicited
visit” to the residence of Push-
kar Raj Sabharwal, the 91-vear-
old bereaved finther of deceased
Pilot-in-Commuand Capl Sumeet
Sabharwal. under the guise of
affering condolences,
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Cloud seeding
project cleared
for Oct-Nov

MNEW DELHI: [helhi is gearing up for India’s firse
clowd seeding operations, aimed at providing
relief from winter puﬂulu.m_ after the Darector-
:l.:'ﬂm-eml off Civil i ([GOA

ion for trials belween October 1 and
Novernher 3, 225,

The operations will be carried out
by UOT l\'.anpur using aircraft  VT-HOT
(Cessna 206H) under strict safety amd
regulatory prolocols.

Environment Minister Manjinder ‘_u.n_ﬂhblrn
:.l'ml.n.m.:l:rl the development on Tuesday, hlﬁh

i the higtoric nature of the initiative. “1
have directed that the airerafl remain on standby,
As soomn as weatler and scientific % are
favourable, we will conduct rJ.l:u.'uI seeding trials
ins [elhi, first time in bsdia, 1o provide immesds-
afe refief from pollution,” he said.

The DGCAS vl outlines that all Ell.ah
will fallow Visual E‘hﬁhl Hules (VFR), with prior
ATC dearances and coondination with AAland
airporl aithorities for NOTAMs.

Piloes st hold valid licenses, main-
tain medical fitness, and have prior expe-
rience in similar operations. Foreign crew
members will not be involved, and aerial

I y i prohibited.
b ‘:'ﬁmmggplml::ﬂ that the tperations are part
of Dethi's ongoing vear- rownd chean air stralegy.

“The cloud seeding trials will take
October and Novernber, subject to weather and
inter-agency coondinaticm,” said the minister.
Originally delayed from July, [IT Kanpur ml]
proceed ance conditions are optimal,

India first artificial min l.n:l.ul:w: o combat
Deefhi’s winter pollution.
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Capital prepares for first artificial
rain trials after DGCA approval

EEPRESS NEWS SERVICE i MewDelhe

THE Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
granted permission to the ln-
dian Institute of Technology
(ITT Kanpur to conduct clowd
seeding operations over Delhi
from October 1 to Movember 30
this year. The clearance allows
the useof alreralt VTAIIT, i Ces-
sna 206H, for the project.

Officials zaid the operations
will be corrled out under visual
Oight rules (VFR) with prior
clearance from air traffic con-
trol and cocrdination with the
Alrports Authority of India
{ AAT), Bafety protocols require
that pilots hold valid profession:
al licences, current medical cer-
tifleation, and prior experi ence
in similar operations.

Flights will avaid prohibited
areas and aerial photography
will not be permitted. In addi-
tion, forelgn erew will not be
involved, Environment minis-
ter, Manjinder Singh Sirsa, said
the aireraft would be kept on
standby and trials would begin
a8 s00n &s favourable weather

and cloud conditions emergs
“As soon as weather and scien-
tifle parmmeters ane fvo urable,
we will conduct clowd seeding
trials in Delhi-—lirst time in
Indin—to provide immediate
relief from polhition,” he said.

The project is aimed af induc-
Ing artificinl rain to help sup
press alr pollution during the
capital’s most polluted months
The clty’s alr quality typleally
waorsens in Oetober and No-
vember due to a combination
of crop stubble burning in
neighbouring states, Mrecrack-
ers during Diwali, and meteor
ological conditions that trap

Operations avthorised
from Oct1to Nov 30

The Direc torate General of Civil
Avlation (DGCA) has granted
permission to the Indian Institute
of Technology (1IT) Kanpur to
conduc t clovd seeding operations
in Delhi from October | to Mow 30,
It will be cared out under visual
flight rules (VFR) with prior
tlearance from air traffic control
and coordina ton with AAL

pollutants close to the ground.
IIT Kanpur had eadier secured
approval for similar trials in
July, but those were deferred
after experts conchuded that the
conditions at the time would
not yield meaningful esulls.

Dificials said the curreni
window has been chosen in an-
ticipat lon of sultable cloud cov-
& in the posi-monsoon season
However, the trials will depend
on real-time weather condi-
tions and coordination among
multiple agencies. 1T success
ful, this would mark the coun-
try's first operational attempt
at using artificial rain.
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91 flights
grounded

SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Nearly 100 flights
were cancelled and 95 delayed
at the Calcutta airport on
Tuesday, leaving thousands
of passengers stranded as tor-
rential rain battered the city
from midnight.

According to alrport offi-
cials, 42 arriving flights and
49 departures were cancelled,
while 33 arrivals and 62 de-
partures faced delays, many
stretching into late evening.
Saveral flights were grounded
as pilots and crew members
couldn’t reach the airport on
time due to waterlogged roads.

“The heavy rain since mid-
night forced cancellations and
delays in the morning. Later,
the cascading effect and strand-
ed crew led to further disrup-
tion,” said an airport official.

Many passengers missed
their flights despite delays, un-
able to make it through flood-
ed streets. Airlines and airport
counters were inundated with
calls and requests to resched-
ule flights, with long queues
forming near Gate 3C of the
departure level as passengers

Fliersin lung queues at
airline connters on Tuesday

sought refunds or new book-
ings.

Sharmin Akhtar, a student
from Agartala, had a 6.45pm
IndiGo flight home for the
Puja holidays. “Becanse of the
waterlogging, Ileft my homein
Howrah early, but after reach-
ing the alrport, I was told the
flight had been cancelled,” she
sald. IndiGo rescheduled her
for Wednesday. “But I'll have
to stay overnight at the air-
port, 1t's impossible to return
home, my neighbourhood is
completely waterlogged.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 100

91 flights grounded

B FROM PAGE 7

A Salt Lake resident head-
ed for Salem via Chennail
was forced to abandon his
trip on Tuesday. His 11.30am
flight to Chennal was delayed
by over two hours, making it
impossible to catch the con-
necting flight. He returned
home and was rebooked for
‘Wednesday.

Pictures of waterlogged
taxiways at the atrport circu-
lated on soclal media, further
highlighting the chaos. Alr-
Iines 1ssued public advisories
throughout the day, warning
passengers of traffic disrup-
tlons in the city.

“Kolkata travellers! Due
to today’s downpour, several
roads across #Kolkata are cur-
renily blocked or experiencing
slow movement,” IndiGo post-
od on X. “Please allow extra

The city airport on Tuesday morning

time, take an alternate route if
possible, and check your flight
status on our website or apn.”

Alrport authorities said
operations remained affected
1l late evening.
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Family wins 02k after flight delay spoils trip

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Delays in flight
departure threw a wrench in-
to a Sahakaranagar family's
holiday to Bhutan and cost
SpiceJet more than Rs 12,000
in compensation. Repeated
changes caused “mental ago-

CONSUMER

IS KING

ny and financial loss™ to the
passengers, the Bengaluru I
additional district consumer
commission noted while deli-
vering the order.

RN Nagaraj had booked

tickets with Spicedet to tra-

vel from Bengaluru to Bag-
dogra in West Bengal on
April 4 last year. Based on
their time of arrival at Bag-
dogra airport, he had meti-
culously planned their on-
ward journey for the holiday.
They had booked a package
tour from Bagdogra to Bhu-
tanfrom April4toll. Excited,
the family reached Bengalu-
ru airport on April 4 for the
1L30pm flight, but was met
with disappointment as Spi-
cedet rescheduled the depar-

ture time, They were initially
told there was a delay of two
hours and the flight would ta-
ke off at3.30pm. However, the
airline kept delaying and the
family finally departed aro-
und bam the following day.
SpiceJet arranged hotel
accommodation for the fami-
ly of four on April 4, but they
endured considerable incon-
venience as Nagaraj's meti-
culous holiday plan collap-
sed. The trip, which was to
start on April 4, got delayed hy

2024, was

following day

and bear

of Rs 30,000

repeatedly delayed
and finally took off
i@ only at 5am the

» Despite airline
arranging hotel stay,
delays forced the
family to alter entire
travel itinerary

additional costs

LONG WAIT & EXTRA COSTS

» The family’s
Bengaluru-Bagdogra
flight, scheduled for
1.30pm on April 4,

» RN Nagaraj filed a
consumer complaint on
Nov 26, 2024, alleging
Spicelet informed
them of first delay
after scheduled
departure time

» In July 2025,
consumer forum
ordered Rs 12,000
compensation
(including Rs 2,000
litigation costs) with
7.5% interest, rejecting
Spicelet’s defence

of “uncontrollable
operational reasons”

a day and he was forced to al-
ter his entire journey. Naga-
raj incurred additional ex-
penses of around Rs 30,000 to-
wards changes, stay and
transport, as well as legal
chargesof Rs3,500thereafter.

After returning from the
trip, Nagaraj filed a consu-
mer complaint on Nov 26,
2024. According to the comp-
laint, the airline informed
them about the first delay af-
ter the original departure ti-
me had already passed.

Operational reasons

The commission issued a no-
tice to the airline after admit-
ting the complaint, and Spi-
ceJet's counsel sought time
to file a response. However,
the airline failed to file its re-
sponse even as the deadline
passed, resulting in the com-
mission hearing the matterex
parte. SpiceJet sought more
time, but the commission re-
jected the request. It allowed
the airline’s counsel to parti-
cipate in the proceedings.

SpiceJet argued that the
complaint was not maintai-
nable, claiming operational
reasons bevond its control,
such as weather issues. [t
maintained that it was not li-
able for connecting travel
losses. The commission no-
ted that the airline had failed
to either provide satisfacto-
ry service during the wait or
offer a convincing explana-
tion for rescheduling. Tt po-
inted out that SpiceJet also
did not produce any cogent
evidence of “uncontrollable
operational reasons” while
the complainant substantia-
ted his inconvenience thro-
ugh documents.

It rejected Spicedet’s de-
fence that the complaint was
filed against a “non-legal or
non-existent entity," holding
that the airline's authorised
person was rightly made a
party and such a plea could
not be accepted. The com-
mission bench, comprising
Syed Anser Kaleem and Sha-
ravathi SM, ordered Spice-
Jet to pay Rs 10,000 with an
interest of 7.5% from the da-
te of the complaint as com-
pensation, apart from Rs
2,000 as litigation costs.
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epending on which airine vou

choose to fiv. the travel time

mentioned in the ticket for a

Dalhi-Mumbal flight can be less
than two hours or stretch to almaost
three. How's that possible? Most air-
lines My either Boeing or Airbus planes,
s0 they fly at roughly the same speed,
more or less al the same altitude, and
follow similar routes. Sa, how do you
account for the extra one hour of fying
time? That's where OTP comes in. No,
ool the one-lime password you are so
familiar with, but On-Time Perfor-
manee. Airlines, which, understanda-
hly, make a virtue oot of punctual ity,
have long since realised that the safest
WoY 10 Ensure an on-time (or even be
fore-time) performanee is by inflating
the journey thme. Thal makes late ar-
rival rather difficult.

Bagically, airlines do a carefal ¢al
oulntion of all (actors at play (rom e
fore o plane takes off till it lands. To be
fair, there are many factors an abdine
doesn’t control. Like bad weather or
conpestion on the ground and in air
before landing in some choked airport
like Delhi or Mumbai, Some, though,
are very much the responsibility of
alrlines, lke ensuring there areé no
snags and laking care of other logistl
cal issues like making sure crew are
preaent

Wide Margins
Technically, a Night needs to be peshed
back from the boarding gate within
15 minutes ol its scheduled doparture
time to be counted as an on-time depar
ture for the purpose of flight statistics,
which are maintained by the Directo
rate Gereral of Chvll Aviation (DGCA)
Thet scheduled departure. and arrival
time of a flight is calculated keeping
the historical and seasonal Nying thme
ifrom getting airborne to twuchdoewn)
between the origin and destination
ety palrs and the waxi time at elther
alrport. This is known a8 the "chocks
off ™ to “chocks on' time, referving to
the wedges placed in front and behind
alrerafl wheels before it ks pushed hack
and after it lands to prevent accidental
rolling when parked

*“The usual Delhi-Mumbai flving
time is one hour and 40 minutes. Add
i that 10 minwtes of taxi each at IGTA
(Delhi} ond CSMIA (Mumbai), giving
a total time of two hours. Then, to fac-
tor in sirport eongestion and hovering
at destination, the taxi time was in
crepsed to, from 20 to, sax 27 minutes.
Some airlines added further bufler (o
their block time — the thme an airerall
can start taxiing to the time it comes
1o & halt ot its destination — to ensure
they can annonee an on-tme arrk
snid one pilot If these inflated fAying
timas are about airlines being smart, it
I= also a practies that has been driven
by prowing competition and hectic
schedules

Therefore, unless you are fiving ona
particularly bad weather day, or a par
ticularly unrelisble airline with poor
aircrafil mainfenanes/ inpaid employ
ees/jol [ue] suppllers, or to and from

more here than would appear obyioos

Bragging Rights

Arriving ahead of or on schedule trig-
gers a virtuous cascading effect for
the airline: the plane ean then operate
its next flight on time as well with the
same buffer for the Night alter and so
on. That is unless it’s caught in a big
weather eventi like beavy rain or fog
or develops a snag en-route or on land-
ing amd has to be grounded for checks
ol maintenance, But there are other
rensons why there can be no fxed or
standard travel time between two desti-
nations commaon toall sirlines.

How long it takes to My between
any two destinations depends on a
number of things, ke the routings
given (direct or notl, weather, wind
flow and airpert congestion, “If an
nircraft gets tnilwinds. it will reach
Jis destinaiion faster while headwinds
will slow 1t down. Winters see strong
west-to-gast jetstrenms, which means
an Ahmedabad-Kolkata Might eould
take 10-15 minttes less than the Kolka:
ta-Ahmedabad jouwrney and a Landon-

Choked airports, weather events, maintenance and staff woes, there's much
that can hold up flight operations. But carriers have a simple strategy to
stay on top of flight schedules: inflating the duration of the journey

How India’s airlines
turn delays into
befr)re-time arrival

- -_ A » A Delhi nonsatop can take up to two hours
1 less than the Delhi-London,” said a
= senior commander

1 E—— DGCA  lssues  monthly  reports
. -—-! "3" for domestie alr ravel that include,

among other data points, OTP data of
scheduled domestie airlines based on
Inpuis from six metro sirports — Del-
g hi. Mumbal, Bengaluru, Hydorabad,
S o Chennol, and Kolkate. This “data” is
- crucial for aldines 1o project them
selves as punctusl in the eyes of the
o domestic traveller
Put tinkering with travel times
1= not done just for reasons of OTE
Sometimes, Indian earriers that oper-
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times on the same sector, But there's

ate long haiils, say between Delhi and
London, repart an under 10-hour y-
ing time o ensure they can make do
with two pilets. Reporting journey
time of over 10 hours means they will
have to fly with three pllots, which
adds to their cost end also requires
them to inform DGCA. The regulator
routinely flags this lssue with Indian
carriers whenever it detects anoma-
liea over under-reporting of travel
time with a v to carrying fewer
than reguired pilots

When it comes to reparting inflated
trmvel timiss on domestic routes, 1t may
suit the airline well, though it also cre-
ates several problems on ground.

Blame Game

Adrlines and operators of busy air-
ports blame each other for alr trafie
congestion, which is among the poten-
tial delayvs factored in while inflating
Journey times. While airlines say de
lays in getting clearance for tnke-off
fram or landing at choked hubs is be
vond their control, airport operators
say that Mights failing to operate on
time upsets their slot allocation and
accentuntes OTP issues,

It was in 2003 that Indian skies
started getting low-cost carriers
(LCCs) that democratised air
travel. And, with that, air traffic,
terminal and runway congestion,
too, became a fact of life. That
was when “some smart private
airlines started adding a buffer
to the journey time to report
on-time arrivals; soon, almost
everyone started to do the same,”
a veteran pilot said

“Adrport slots are given per sched-
ules filed by airlines. If airlines don't
adhere 1o that and planes come ahead
of, or after, the time they wers sup-
posad to land, then it overlaps with the
slot given to some other airine. While
somo mismalch ks understandablo de-
pending on westher conditions and
routings on a given day, what we see
is significant distortion in schedules,™
said a senior official at one of India’s
busiest airports

But going ahead, things could fm
prove as India is now seeing o boom
in mirport infra with Delhi-NCR
Mumbai MMR going to got their
secondary airports and Hyderabad
anid Bengaluru adding to thelr facill-
ties. Many constralned places lke Pat
na and Chennai, too, will get second
airports,

On the alrline front. India is now
seaing well-funded players like IndiGo
annd Tata's Afr India Group along with
emerging plavers Hike A Sear Alr
and others. These mirlines focus on
maintaining their voung fepts, which,
along with added abrport infra, shoold
cut down delays to an extent that air
lines don't need to inflate travel times
in a desperate bid to win brownie
polnts with Mvers.
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epending on which airding vou
chaose 1o Iy, the travel time
mentinned in the ticket for a
Delhi-Mumbal Dight ean bo less
than two hours or stretch to almost
three. How's that possible? Most alr
lines iy either Boeing or Alrbus planes,
so they fly at roughly the same spoeod,
more or less 5l the same altitode, and
follow similar routes. So, how do you
account for the extra one hour of fying
time? That's where OTP comes in. No,
not the one-lime passward you =0
familiar with, but On-Time Perfor-
mance. Airlines, which, understanda-
by, make a virtue out of punciualiiy,
have long since realised that the safest
WaY I SNSUre 4n on-tme (or even b
fore-time) performance ie by inflating
the journey thime. That makes late ar
rival rather difficult
Bazbeally, airlines do a carefal eal
culation of all factors at play from be-
fore a plans tnkes off till it lands. To be
fair, there are many factors an atdine
doesn’t control. Like bad weather or
congestion on the ground and in air
before landing in some choked airport
like Delhi or Mumbal, Some, though,
are very much the responsibility of
alrlines, lke ensuring there are o
srgs and taking care of other logisti-
cal issues like making sure crew are
present

Wide Margins

Toechnleally, a Might needs to be pushed
back from the boarding gate within
15 minutes of its scheduled departure
time to be counied as an on-time depar
ture for the purpose of flight statistics,
which are maintained by the Directo-
rate Geperal of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
The scheduled departure and arrival
time of a Night is calculated keeping
the historical and seasonal Aving (ime
{from getting airborne to wuchdown)
between the origin amd destination
city pairs and the mx) time at either
alrport. This is known as the “chocks
off™ to “chocks on” time, referring to
the wedges piaced in front and behind
alrerafl wheols before 11 bs pushod back
and after it lands to prevent accidental
ralling when parked.

“The usual Delhi-Mumbai flying
time is one hour amd 40 minutes. Add
to that 10 minotes of taxi each at IGIA
(Dwlhi} and CSMIA (Mumbal), givimg
o total time of two hours. Then, to fac-
tor in alrport congestion and hovering
al destination, the taxi time was In
ereased to, from 20 to, say 27 minutes.
Some Aines added further bualTer o
their block time — the time an sireraft
can start taxiing to the time it comes
103 halt &t s destination — (o ensure
they can annotinoe an an-time arrial,™
said one pilot If these influted flying
times are about airlines being smart, it
I also a practice that has been driven
by growing competition and hectic
schedules

Therefore, unless you are ving on o
particularly bad weather day or a par
ticularly unvelinble airline with poor
alrerafl maintenance/ unpaid employ
ees/jet fuel suppliers, or to and from

Choked airports, weather events, maintenance and staff woes, there's much
that can hold up flight operations. But carriers have a simple strategy to
stay on top of flight schedules: inflating the duration of the journey

How India’s airlines
turn delays into
befr)re-time arrival

particulariy chokid airport/s, you are
unlikely to miss the boast of “another
on-time &rrival” on touchdown at the
deatination by the crew Queries 1o big
and upeoming airlines — Air India, In-

diGo and Aknss —
unanswered,

1t was in 2003 that Indian skies start
e getting low-cost carriers (LCCs) that
demacratised alr travel. Anid, with that,
air tradfie, terminal and runway con
gestion, too, became & fact of Life

“Aboul two decades back, the woilal
travel time from Delhi to Mumbal was
given as 1 hour and 55 minutes, Then,
congestion checked In smd  planes
wodlld routinely get delaysd on groind
and in air Seme smart private airlines
started adding a buffer to the journey
time to peport andime arrivals. Soon,
almost everyone started to do the same,
at least on city paivs with chokid atr
ports,” said a pilot with over four
decades of flying experience. Which
brings us to today, when the exact same
mircralt tvpe often has different trovel
times on the same sector. But there's

on this issue went
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Bragging Rights

Arriving ahesd of or on schedule trig-
gers o virtuows cascading offect for
the airfine: the plane can then operate
115 next fight on time as well with the
same bulfer for the Might after and so
on. That is unless it’s canght in a big
westher event like heavy rain or fog
or develops a snag en-route or on land-
ing and has to be grounded for checks
nnd maintenance. But there are other
reasons why there ean be no Oxed or
standard travel time between two destl-
nations common to all airlines.

How long 1t takes to Ny betwesn
any two destinations depends on a
number of things, Uke the routings
given (direct or not), weather, wind
fow and alrport congestion, "Il an
nircraft gets tailwinds. it will reach
Iis destination faster while headwinds
will slow it down. Winters see strong
west-to-east jetstreams, which means
an Ahmedabad-Kolkats Might eould
take 10-15 mimates lees than the Kolka-
ta-Ahmedabad journey and a London-
Delhi nonstop can take up to two hours
ks than the Delhi-London,” said a
senior commander

DGCA  issues  monthly reports
for domestic air travel that include,
among other data polnis, OTP data of
scheduled domestie airlines based on
Inputs from six meiro sirports — Dl
hi. Mumbnai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,

3
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- Senesm—— o Chennal, and Kolkata. This “data™ is

B eruchil for alfdines to project them

selves as punctunl in the eyes of the
o domestie traveller

But tinkering with travel times

is not done just for roasons of OTE

Sometimes, Indian carriers that oper-
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ate long Nauls, say between Delnl ana
Landon, report an under 10-hour fy-
ing time to ensure they can make do
with two pilots. Reporting journey
time of over 10 hours means they will
have to fly with three plilots, which
adds to their cost and also requires
them to inform DGCA. The regulator
routinely flags this issue with Indian
carriers whenever it detects anoma
lies over under-reporting of travel
time with a view to carrving fewer
than required pilots

When it comes to reporting inflsted
travel tlmes on domestic routes, (L miy
stiit the airline well, though it also cre-
ates several problems on ground.

Blame Game

Alrlines and operators of busy alr
porte blame each other for alr traffle
congestion, which is among the poten-
tial delays Metored in while infating
journey times. While airlines say de
lays in getting clearence for tnke-off
from or [anding at choked hubs (s be
yond their comtrol, airport operators
say that flights failing to operate on
time upsets their slot allocation and
aecentuabes OTP issues,
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too, became a fact of life. That
was when “some smart private
airfines started adding a buffer
to the journey time to report
on-time arrivals; soon, almost
everyone started to do the same,”
a veteran pilot said

“Adrport slots are given per sched-
ules Mled by alelines. I atrdines don’
adbere o that and planes come shead
of, or after, the time they woere sup-
pozed to land, then it overlaps with the
slof given to some other alrine, While
some mismatch |5 undorstandable di
pending on weather conditions and
routings on a given day what we e
is significant distortion in schedules,™
said a senior official at one of India’s
busiest alrporta

But geing ahead, things could im-
prove &s India is now seeing n boom
in alrport infra with Delhi-NCR and
Mumbai MMR going o get their
secondary amirports snd Hyderabad
anil Bengaluru adding to thelr Gacill-
ties, Many constrained places like Pat-
na and Chennail, too, will et second
alrports.

On the alrline front, India & now
seaing well-funded plavers like IndiGo
and Tata's Alr India Group along with
emerging plavers [ke Akasa, Star Alr
and others. These airlines focus on
maintaining their young Meets, which,
along with added airport infra. should
cut down delays to an extent that nir
lines don't need to inflate travel times
in a desperate bid o win brownie
paints with fivers.
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Air India now plans 40 flights daily at

Navi Mum as airport prepares for ops
Flyers To Soon Have BOM, NMI Options While Booking Tickets

Tinmes News NETWORK with 15

Mumbai: With the Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) expected to be
commissioned in  some
months, moreand more airli-
nes have begun announcing
their plans for the greenfield
facilitv Air India Express on
Tuesday announced 40 daily
arrival and departure do-
mestic flights connecting 15
cities in the airport’s first
phase of operations.

The Air India group said
it plans to scale up Navi
Mumbai operationsto55dai-
ly departures by mid-2026,
including up to 5 daily inter-

national flights, and further
to60daily departures (and 60
arrivals) by winter 2026. A
few months ago, IndiGo and
Akasa Air announced plans
to operate from day one of
the commissioning of the
Navi Mumbai airport.
IndiGo planned 36 domes-
tic departure and arrival
flights connecting 15 cities
from day one. By November,
it planned to increase its
flight frequency to 158 daily
arrivals and departures, in-
cluding 14 international de-
partures. International ope-
rationsarelikely tobeginon-
ly next year, said an aviation
source. Akasa plans to start

daily domestic
flights, increasing it to over
40, including 8-10 internatio-
nal flights, by summer 2026.

Navi Mumbai Internatio-
nal Airport is being built in
five phases, with the launch
phase expected to accommo-
date 20 million passengers
per annum (MPPA) and
handle 0.5 million metric
tons (MMT) of cargo. Upon
full completion, NMILA will
have capacity to serve 90
MPPA and handle 3.2 MMT
of cargoannually

When ticket booking for
flights operated to and from
the Navi Mumbai airport
opens, passengers will get to

select flights that land or de-
part from either ‘BOM’,
which isthe Chhatrapati Shi-
vajl Maharaj International
Airport, or ‘NMI', the new
Navi Mumbai airport. The
Mumbai airport, which
handles an average of about
930 flights a day, will conti-
nue to handle both domestic
and international flights,
Currently, Mumbai airport
handles about 55 million pas-
sengers per annum. By 2032,
NMIA's 90 million capacity,
combined with Mumbai's 55
million annual passengers,
will have both these airports
handle a total of 145 million
passengers per annum.
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