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Smaller towns to get a
big lift: 29 new airports

Mihir Mishra
mihir.mishra@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India is advancing
its efforts to transform smaller
towns into aviation hubs, with
plans to establish 29 greenfield
airports across underserved
regions over the next two dec-
ades—a first of its kind on this
scale.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has completed feasi-
bility studies for 10 such air-
ports, aiming to link smaller
towns with global air routes,
two officials aware of the devel-
opment told Mint.

Gujarat leads the list with
nine airports, followed by Kar-
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, and
Jharkhand. Thirteen other
states are each slated to receive
one airport under the plan,

The plan accounts for long-
term passenger growth, aiming
to have infrastructure in place
over the next 20 years to meet
future demand.

In parallel, the government is
working on a five-year plan to
upgrade or establish new air-
ports in small cities, while also
planning second or third air-
ports in metros where current
infrastructure is nearing capac-
ity

“Most of these (the 29 pro-
posed) airports have been found
to be feasible...The pre-feasibil-
ity is being conducted for some

The Airports Authority of India
has completed feasibility
studies for 10 such airports. MINT

of them. The idea is to make
these airports capable of han-
dling at least single aisle planes
like Airbus 320 and Boeing
737s,” said one of officials cited
above. “Most of these airports
will be made to handle bigger
dual aisle planes to ensure that
they are able to connect to inter-
national destinations directly.”
The second official empha-
sized that larger airports in
smaller cities are crucial to
building sufficient infrastruc-
ture for long-term growth.
“The idea is to build infra-
structure for the long-term, as
upgrading airports in smaller
cities have been found to be
inadequate with traffic growing
beyond expectations in the
short term. So, the plan is to
build greenfield airports in
these smaller cities to ensure

that they can support growth
for a long term,” the official
added.

The officials, however, did
not provide any estimate on the
cost of building these airports,
ora timeline, since they are still
in early stages of planning.

Emails sent to AAI and the
aviation ministry on Monday
remained unanswered at the
time of publishing.

Analysts welcome the move
but stress that airport planning
should be driven primarily by
passenger growth forecasts,
ensuring that infrastructure
matches demand rather than
political motivations.

“Superb thinking by the gov-
ernment for planning ahead for
airports in underserved regions,
kudos to the government. A
word of caution, we have seen
in the past that these airport
planning has been influenced
by politics, elections more than
the passenger growth projec-
tions. We must understand air
transport is based on demand
and those can't be gimmicky or
manifesto based,” said Mark
Martin, founder and CEO at
Martin Consulting, an aviation
consultancy firm.

Martin also stressed that
regions like Manipal, Meghal-
aya, Nagaland, Tripura, and
Bihar should be prioritized for
better connectivity, to address
growing demand.
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India’s smaller towns to get
a big lift: 29 new airports

AAI has completed feasibility studies for 10 of these airports, with Gujarat leading the way
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RENAMING | Maharashtra government approved the proposal
to name Pune Airport after Jagadguru Sant Tukaram Maharaj

State approves airport
name proposed by Mo$S

LN [

Staff Reporter

PUNE

Maharashtra government on
Monday approved Union
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol's
proposal to name Pune
Airport as Jagadguru Sant
Tukaram Maharaj Airport.
The decision was taken in a
cabinet meeting and now the
proposal will be sent to the
Centre.

Taking to X (formerly
Twitter), Mohol thanked the
Mahayuti government, con-
sisting of the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP), Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde's Shiv Sema
and Deputy CM Ajit Pawar-
led MNationalist Congress
Party (NCP). He wrote,

“Thank vou, Mahayuti gov-
ernment!  Thank  you,
Devendraji! The first step
towards naming of the inter-
national airport in Pune as
‘Jagadguru Sant Tukaram
Maharaj Airport” has been
taken today and the proposal
given by me has been
approved at a cabinet meet-
ing. It will now be sent to the
central  government  for
further processing (sic)”
Mohol said he had met
Shinde, Fadnavis and Pawar
recently and proposed the
naming. “Sant Tukaram was
born in Lohegaon, where
Pune International Airport is
located. Mot only this, he
spent  his childhood in
Lohegaon, so Lobegaon and
Sant Tukaram have a very

-

close relationship. Therefore,
I submitted this proposal to
the state government along
with the wishes of the vil-
lagers and all the warkari
community in Maharashtra
Mareover, Sant Tukaram
contributed greatly to the
propagation of Bhagwat
Dharma and gave a new
thought to the society, which
is relevant even today.
Therefore, giving  Sant
Tukaram's name to the inter-
national airport of Pune is a
Very common sentiment
(sic),” the Pune MF wrote.
The process of changing
the name of an airport
involvesthe state govern-
ment’s approval of the propo-
sal, whichthen needs the
Central Cabinet's nod.

PM Modi to
inaugurate
Solapur Airport

B Prime Minister
MNarendra Modiis all set
to inaugurate the
Solapur Airport through
video conferencing on
Thursday, Sep 26,
officials said. Within a
few days after the
opening, flights to Pune
and Mumbai would start
from Solapur, they
added.

B FLY9, the newest
addition to [ndia's
aviatien industry, which
is a reglonal carrier
seeking to enhance air
connectivity from tier 2
and tier 3 towns across
Inclia, will reportedly be
the service provider.
This will reportedly start
under the Viability Gap
Funding (VGF) scheme.
Besides, if the airline
suffers a financial loss,
the state government
will compensate them
for it. Moreover, the
passengers are also
going to be givena
subsidy against thelr
tickets.
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DIAL plans air train
for connectivity

elhi alrport operator IHAL plans o
D Intreduee air trafn 1o provide seambess

connectivity for passengers between
Terminal and the twooilser ternudnals a8 the
alrport.

The Indira Gandhi Intemmat lonal Alrpore
(HGLA) operated by the Delhl Intermational
Abrpeort L (DAL, bs the conmtry's busless
adrport and has three termimals—T1 T2 and T3

Thege are plans to implemsnt "an elevated
cum at-grade Automated People Mover LAPM)
System” i the sirport on design, bulld, finance,
operate and transfermode, sccording o DAL

Adender has been issued regarding APM or
adr train

Speciie details aboot bdding deadlne and
eligibility eriteria for the entities with respect to
implementing the APM could ot be
Immediately ascertained. Tl sslightly away
From T2 and T3, Curvently, passengers iravel
b iwecn the terminals by road. The new Tl
e came operationalon 17 August. FT1
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With upcoming plant, BIAL
targets zero waste to landfills

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Between 90%
and 95% of the 25-30 tonnes
of waste generated at Kem-
pegowda International Adr-
port (KIA) is recycled,
thanks to rigorous segrega-
tion practices and passenger
and staff engagement.
“Currently, less than 5%
of the airport's total waste
ends up in landfills a
number we are determined
to further reduce,” said Ha-
ri Marar, MD and CEO of
Bangalore International
Airport Litd (BIAL), the
operator of the airport,
BIAL's long-term goal is
sending zero waste to land-
fills. “A new solid waste ma-
nagement plant, expected to
beoperational by Dec 2024, is
set to play a crucial role in
achieving this goal. Desig-
ned to process up to 50 ton-
nes of waste a day using bio-
methanation  technology,
this facility will allow the
airport to handle all of itsor-
ganic waste in-house, signi-
ficantly enhancing its waste
processing capabilities.”
Organic waste, which ac-
counts for 55-60% of thetotal
waste, is sent to govt-autho-

Photo for representation

2 e
BEING SELF-SUFFICIENT

rised vendors for recyveling,
he said. The airport genera-
tes 2.5 to 3 tonnes of plastic
waste dailv. “Plastic waste
has been used to replace 6%
of bitumen in the construc:
tion of 70km of single-lane
roads within the airport pre-
mises. The elimination of
single-use plastics from food
and beverage outlets and the
use of biodegradable alter-
natives further underscore
BIAL's commitment toenvi-
ronmental sustainability”
Marar told TOL

The airport runs aware-
ness campaigns, places co-
lour-coded bins througho-
ut terminals, and conducts
regular training sessions
to promote proper waste
segregation.
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Trichy airport emerges busiest
non-metro gateway to Southeast Asia

Aviation Stakeholders Push For Expanded Services

Deepak.Karthik
@timesofindia.com

Trichy: Trichy Airport has
emerged as the sixth busiest
airport in India for passenger
traffic to Southeast Asian co-
untries in the 2023-24 financi-
al year, handling over 9 lakh
passengers. It is now the busi-
est non-metro airport for pas-
senger traffic to Southeast
Asia, surpassing other simi-
lar airports.

Aviation enthusiasts and
tourism stakeholders are ur-
ging airlines to designate Tri-
chy as a connecting hub to So-
utheast Asia and expand ser
vices, based on data from the
Director General of Civil Av-
iation (DGCA). The airport
currently operates 62 flights
per week to Malaysia, Singa-
pore, and Thailand.

Despite limited services
and a shorter runway that
restricts wide-body aircraft,
Trichy’s impressive passeng-
or nambers underscore the
potential of the Southeast
Asian route. The high pas-
senger traffic is attributed to
a mix of migrant workers,
trade, tourism, and cultural
ties, particularly among the

__File ghata

HANDLING OVER 9 LAIH
PASSENGERS: The high pas-
senger traffic is attributed to a
mix of migrant workers, trade,
tourism, and cultural ties

Tamil diaspora from the cen-
tral region, including the
Cauvery Delta districts.

In the 2023-24 financial ye-
ar, Trichy ranked fourth
among Indian airports for
passenger traffic to Singapo-
re (5.5 lakh passengers) and
third for Kuala Lumpur (3.4
lakh passengers), outpacing
several international air-
ports. Five metro airports in-
cluding Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bengaluru, and Kol-
kata have handled higher pas-
senger traffic than Trichy
with Southeast Asia.

The introduction of a new
service to Bangkok from Tri-
chy isexpected to boost traffic
further, following the discon-
tinuation of the Trichy-Viet-
nam (Ho Chi Minh City) rou-
te. Withsuch passengerstatis-
tics, the demand for new ser-
vices from Trichy airport,
particularly from the premi-
wim air carriers has grown lo-
uder.

“It is high time Trichy air-
portisdesignated asaconnec-
ting hub to Southeast Asia.
Aircarriers canconsider ope-
rating connecting flights
from other non-metro air-
ports like Kochi and Pune to
feed services to Malayvsia and
Singapore from Trichy But to
do so, the existing frequency
of services must be increa-
sed,” H Ubaidullah, an inde-
pendent aviation analyst, told
TOL

Frequent flvers, like A R
Yoagendran, have emphasi-
zed the need for runway ex-
pansion to accommodate wi-
de-body aircraft and meet the
growing demand for Rights to
Southeast Asia. “Existingser-
vices to both Malaysia and
Singapore from Trichy are
notadequate,” he said.
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Airport to get trusted
traveller system soon for
fastrack immigration

IN A NUTSHELL

» Indian nationals and foreign | the expiry of the passport,
nationals holding Overseas whichever is first
Citizen of India (OCI) cards are > Passengers can scan their
eligible for the trusted traveller | 12ccort and boarding pass at
programme. Later, it will the first e-gate. If
be extended to foreign verified, they can
travellers proceed to the next
» The applicants' e-gate
passport validity must —e-m
beatleastsixmonths mﬂf;:,: be
while applying for the scanned. If verified, your
Trusted Traveller Programme emigration process is complete,
» Registration will be for a and the passenger will be
maximum of five years oruntil | authenticated

Venkadesan.S ;

@timesofindia.com and Chennai was among the

Chennai: Frequent flyers tra-
velling abroad may no longer
have to stand in long queues
for immigration clearance at
Chennaiairportasthe immig-
ration bureau is setting up the
fastrack system as part of the
trusted traveller programime.
Those registered under
the programme just have to
scan their passport and boar-
ding passes at the counter for
immigration clearance. Whi-
le eight walkthrough e-gates -
fourfor arrival and four for de-
parture - already reached the
airport two months ago, im-
migration officials said that
the connectivity works are yet
tobecompleted. “It will be rea-
dy inaweek,"” said officials.
The system was first laun-
ched at terminal 3 of the IGI
airport in New Delhi in June,

seven other airports selected
to implement the programme.
Now, registration of eligible
passengers is done at the Fore-
igners Regional Registration
Office (FRRO) in Nungam-
bakkam, and immigration of-
ficlals said that the response
is good. Those who travel of-
ten can apply with the neces-
sary documents, and theirbio-
metrics-fingerprints and face
- would be captured. After ve-
rification, the passengers will
be enrolled as trusted travel-
lers.

However, passengers say
the registration facility sho-
uld be made available at Chen-
nai airport itself. “It will be
helplul for passengers to re-
gister for the programme on
the go instead of gning to the
immigration office,” said 5
Rakesh, acity-based techie.
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Pune airport to
be named after
Sant Tukaram

Pune: State govt in the cabi-
net meeting on Monday ap-
proved the renaming of the
city's Lohegaonairport as‘Ja-
gatguru Sant Tukaram Maha-
raj International Airport’, re-
poris Joy Sengupia. The pro-
posal will now be sent to Cen-
tre for an approval,

Junior minister civil avia-
tion amd Pune Member of Par-
liament (MF) Murlidhar Mo-
hol told TOI, “Sant Tukaram
Maharaj spent his childhood
in Lohegaon. Hence, we sub-
mitted this proposal to state
govt, accompanied by the
wishes of villagers. With ap-
proval from state govt, the pro-
posal will now go to central
govt and the Cabinet will take
adecision in thisregard.”
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SpiceJet resolves dispute
with Engine Lease Finance

Mumbai: Domestic carrier

SpiceJet on Tuesday said it has
successfully resolved its
dispute with Engine Lease
Finance Corporation (ELFC)
through an amicable
settlement. ELFC, which had
previously claimed $16.7
million, has agreed to settle for
an undisclosed amount, which
is lower than the initial claim,
the Gurugram-based airline
said in a statement. en
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Shankh Airgetsgovtnod,
settobe UP’sfirst airline

India’s newest airline,
Shankh Air, has received
approval from the Civil
Aviation Ministry to operate in
the country, according to
news reports. Itis setto be the
firstscheduled airlinefrom
Uttar Pradesh, with hubs at
Lucknow and Noida. However,
the airline will need dearance
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) before
it can officially begin flights.
The airline's strategy, as
outlined on its official

website, is to connect major
cities across India, enhancing
regional mobilityand
improving air connectivity in
underserved areas. According
tothe letterof approval from
the ministry, Shankh Air must
comply with foreign direct
investment, market
regulator Sebi, and other
regulatory guidelines.
The no-objection certificate
issued for its operations will
bevalid forthree years.

BS REPORTER
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AFTER RAISING 3,000 CR THROUGH QIP...

SpiceJet Settles $16 m Dispute

with Engine Leasing Co ELFC

ON A CLEAN SLATE Ireland-based company to withdraw insolvency petition against the airline

Our Bureau

New Delhi: SpicedJet on Tuesday sa-
id it has successfully resolved its dis-
pute with Engine Lease Finance Cor-
poration (ELFC) by reaching an ami-
cable financial settlement with the
engine lessor.

The resolution tracks the budget
airlineraising¥3,000 crore througha
Qualified Institutional Placement
(QIP), giving it a lifeline amid a seve-
re financial crisis.

As part of this agreement, ELFC
will withdraw its insolvency petition
against the airline, SpiceJetsaidina
regulatory filing.

“We are pleased to have reached a
mutually beneficial settlement with
ELFC, which allows us to move for-
ward with a clean slate. This agree-
ment not only resolves past issues
but also strengthens our position as
we embark on our next phase of

J

growth and expansion,” said Ajay
Singh, chairman and managing di-
rector of Spicedet.

ELFC, the world’s leading indepen-
dent engine leasing company based in
Shannon, Ireland, had leased eight
engines to SpicedJet in 2017. The com-
pany claimed around $16 million in
unpaid dues, including interest and
rental, with default payments stret-

@ crowTHPATH

Thisagreementnotonly
resolves past issues but
also strengthens our posi-
tionas weembark onour

next phase of growth

AJAY SINGH
CMD, SpiceJet

ching back to April 2021.

The matter escalated to the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), whe-
re SpiceJet had initially raised objec-
tions, citing technical defects in
ELFC's plea. The tribunal granted
ELFC the opportunity to rectify these
errors, after which a formal notice
was issued to the airline.

The airline had earlier settled dispu-

tes with some creditors, including Ce-
lestial Aviation, but several cases have
been escalated to the National Compa-
ny Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
by dissatisfied petitioners.

Bolstered by the latest fundraise,
SpicedJet aims to have a fleet of 100
aircraft by the end of 2026, Singh told
ET recently.

He added that the carrier managed
to reach amicable resolution with
both aircraft manufacturers and les-
sors, and that 750 crore from the
fundraise funding will be used to
settle the remaining dues.

“Defaulting on lease payments is not
a unique situation for us as multiple
airlines couldn’t manage to pay after
Covid. But lessors are very much in-
vested to do business with airlines
who have managed to stay aliveand re-
financed themselves, We have already
settled with many of our largest les-
sors and the remaining will be done
quickly,” he said.
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Singapore Airlines CEQ Set
to Join Board of Air India

SIAto hold 25.1% in Al post Vistara merger; TaMo CFO too may get a seat

KalaVijayraghavan = — i ini _— ini
& Arindam Majumder Boardll'lg PaSS -;-.::2 fﬁlﬂﬁ E,E:ﬂﬂ
2017 and made |  Airlines in

Mumbai | New Delhi: Following o604 gt oo O SIA 0ol | major contribu- | 19908 has
thedissolution of Vistara, Singa- m&. from 12 Nov tion in steering | held senior
pore Airlines (SIA) has nomina- : D" the economic management
ted itschief executive offi- - \ﬁp w turnaround of positions in the
cer, Goh Choon S company airline
Phong, asitsre- YA, = ™ o PE \ con
presentative on . A}
the Board S 3 BALAJI ' CHOON

of Air India,
people familiar with the matter
said. Additionally, PB Balaji,
group CFOat Tata Motors, isalso
joining the airline's board, the
people said.

The appointments will be taken
up and approved by the Air India
board after the civil aviation mi-
nistry gives its consent to SIA's
investment into Air India, which
will give it a 25.1% stake in the
airline.

Vistara, a joint venture of SIA
and Tata Group, is being merged
into Air India effective 12 No-
vember.

“We can confirm that SIA will
haveaseatonthe AirIndiaboard
once the transaction has been
completed. Our board nominee
will be announced at the appro-
priate time,” said a spokesper-
son for SIA. Air India did not re-
spond to ET's queries.

Theboardof AirIndiaisslatedto
hold a meeting to discuss key are-
ason the way forward post the offi-
cial merger of the airlines, the pe-
oplesaid.

Goh joined SIA in 1990 and has
held senior management positions
in various divisions in Singapore
and overseas, ranging from marke-
ting to information technology to
finance and cargo. Goh is also the

Hamish Maxwell, a SIA employee
who headed flight op for Vistara
will be COO at Al EXpress

chairman of Budget Aviation Hol-
dings Pte Ltd, which oversees SIA's
low-cost subsidiary Scoot.

Balaji, whojoined Tata Motorsin
November 2017, alsogot noted for
his contributions in steering the
financial turnaround of Tata
Motors.

Tatas will have the pilot's seat
in Air India with key manage-
ment roles being appointed by
the salt-to-steel conglomerate.
SIA will send its officials for de-
putation inflight operationsand
engineering.

Meanwhile, Hamish Maxwell, a
SIA employee who headed flight
operations for Vistara, has been
appointed as chief operating offi-
cer at Air India Express- the low-
costarmof AirIndia.

“SIA will send some more offici-
als on secondment to Air India as
the airline grows its multi-hub
strategy,” a person aware of the
process said.

The two airlines finalised their
merger plan in November 2022,

Tatas had sought approval from
SIA to bid for Air India on the ag-

PHONG
CEQ, SIA

VIJAY P

reement that the latter would get
a stake and position on board of
Air India.

Tata Group has merged Vistara
into Air India for operational and
cost efficiencies. Through this
merger, the Air India group will
have a combined market share of
29% in the Indian market, giving
SIA astrongpresence inoneof the
world’s fastest growing aviation
markets.

SIA's multi-hub strategy inclu-
des having equity partnershipsin
airlines in different countries as
the domestic market of Singapore
isnegligible.

“Ourmulti-hubstrategy isreally
toenable us to participate directly
inthegrowth inthat particularre-
gion or country, in a way that we
cannot do if we are just based in
Singapore. Vistara operates 11 in-
ternational points from India.
Singapore Airlines will never be
able to operate from India to do-
mesticIndia, nortosomany inter-
national points from India,”
Phong had earlier said, justifyving
SIA's investment in India.
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UP'S SHANKH AIR
GETS CIVILAVIATION
MINISTRY NOD

UTTAR PRADESH-BASED Shankh
Ajr, the country's |atest airline,
has received approval from the
ministry of civil aviation. It now
awaits clearance from the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)
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Alderosters 3
cabin crew
members

Air India has derostered 3
cabin crew members for
an erronecus approachin
opening the door of 2
Boeing 777 aircraft that
led to the auto-deploy-
ment of the emergency
slides, said sources. The
incident happened with
the Boeing 777 plane at
the Bangalore airport after
it landed from San
Francisco on Sept 15. An
Al spokesperson said a
technical issue was
reported with a door not
opening upon landing and
the matter was attended
to promptly. Another
source said 3 cabin crew
members have been
derostered for the lapse
and an internal probe has
been ordered.
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NCLT issues notice to SpiceJet on
Techjockey Infotech’s msolvency plea

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Mational Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on Monday
sought the response of low-
cost carrier SpiceJet ona plea
by Techjockey Infotech Pvt
Ltd, one of its operational
creditors, seeking initiation of
corparate insolvency resal-
ution proceedings against the
debtridden airline.

A bench comprising
Judicial Member Mahendra
Khandelwal and Technical
Member Dr Sanjeev Tanjan
issued notice on a petition
filed against SpiceJet under

Section 9 of the Insolvency
and Bankruptey Code, 2016,

In its application, software
solutions startup Techjockey
Infotech Private Ltd sought
the initiation of corporate
insolvency resolution pro-
ceedings against the airline on
account of an alleged default
of around Rs L18 crore, stem-
ming from a 2021 agreement
wherein Spicelet acquired
cloud services.

SpiceJet
raisesIBK cr
through QIP
Spicelet on Monday said
ithas reised Rs 3,000
crore through a GIP. The
QIF, which closed on
September 18, received
an overwhelming
response from gualified
imvestors and got signifi-
cantly oversubscribed,
demaonsirating strong
confidence in the com-
pany's growth pros-
pedts, Spicelet said in a
statement.
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SpiceJet faces new
insolvency case

Krishna Yadav
krishna_ yadav @livemint com

NEW DELHI: Software solutions
startup Techjockey Infotech Pyt
Ltd has filed an insolvency case
against cash-strapped airline
Spicelet for an alleged default of
around LIS crore.

The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) admitted the
case for consideration and
issued a notice to SpiceJet. The
case is scheduled to be heard in
November.

The insolvency plea, filed
under Section 9 of the Insolvency
and Bankruptey Code (IBC), aims
to initiate insolvency proceed-
ings against the airline for
default that stems from a 2021
agreement wherein Spicelet
acquired cloud services.

According to Techjockey's
counsel, the company sent sev-
eral invoices and raised
demands for payment, to which
Spicelet did not respond,
prompting the fling of the insok
vency petition.

This case adds to a list of
insolvency cases against SpiceJet
for unpaid dues to various ven-
dors and aircraft lessors. How-
ever, none of these pleas have
resulted in insolvency proceed-
ings against the airline to date.
Some have been dismissed by
the NCLT, while others have
been withdrawn after settle-
ments, with some still pending
final decisions.

The parties filing various
insolvency cases include Wilm-
ington Trust SP Services
(Dublin), Willis Lease Finance,
Celestial Aviation, Aircastle, and
Alterna Aircraft. Three entities—
AWAS 36698 lreland, AWAS
36694 Ireland, and AWAS
36695—along with Shannon
Engine Support Limited and
Engine Lease Finance B.V.. and
Raymach Technologies Pwt.,
have also filed cases.

The NCLT rejected the pleas

filed by Techjockey

NCLT has admitted the case
for consideration and issued a
notice Lo Spicelet. Ll

of Willis Lease Finance and
Wilmington Trust SP, while Spi-
celet settled with Celestial Avia-
tion, Alterna Aircraft, and Ray-
mach Technologies Pvt, all of
which have withdrawn their
cases against the airline.

The pleas from Aircastle,
AWAS 36698 Ireland. AWAS
36694 Ireland, and AWAS 36695
remain pending, as do those
from Shannon Engine Support
Limited and Engine Lease
Finance B.V.

Wilmington Trust and Willis
Lease Finance have moved the
National Company Law Appel-
late Tribunal (NCLAT) to chal-
lenge the NCLT's dismissal of
their insolvency pleas.

Spicelet on Monday said it
had raised 23,000 crore through
a qualified institutional place-
ment (QIP), which opened on 16
September and closed on 18 Sep-
tember. The airline reported an
overwhelming response from
qualified investors, significantly
oversubscribing the offering,
reflecting strong confidence in
the company’s growth prospects.

Spicelet claimed that the
diverse pool of top-tier institu-
tional investors and mutual
funds reaffirmed the market's
belief in SpiceJet’s ability to navi-
gate industry challenges and
capitalize on growing demand in
the aviation sector.
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Spicejet faces
one more IBC
plea, NCLT
slaps notice

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) is-
sued notice to debt-ridden
air carrier SpiceJet over the
plea filed by one of its op-
erational creditors.

A two-member NCLT
bench has directed Spice-
jet to file a reply and list the
matter for the next hearing
on November 14. SpiceJet is
already facing several in-
solvency petitions from
creditors at NCLT and the
appellate tribunal NCLAT.
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SAF blending norms for domestic flights
likely only after global mandates take effect

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELH SEPTEMBER 24

THE GOVERNMENT is likely to
mme upwith mandates for bend-
ing of sustaimahle aviation fuel
(SAF) with aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) for domestic Bights ondy af-
ier the global mandates for inter-
mational Mghts kickin from 2027,
according o sources in the know,
The government has been
working on a road map for intro-
ductionof SAFin domestic flights
and there were ndications earfier
that some sortof a blending man-
date or recommendation could
@ keeffectoverthe nextcouphe of
years. However, given the high
cost of production of the bioluel
and oppositionfrom aifinesover
apprehensionsof fue cost escala-
ton, the govermment & now lonok-
ng at introducing amnysuchman-
date only from 2027 or beyond.
SAF is a biofuel that 15 pro-
duced from sustainable feed-
gocks and has chemistry similar
to conventional ATF or jet fuel,
which is derived from crude oil.
This means that existing aircraft
ergines caneasly usetheSAF-ATF

hlend. Forinstance, Aifbus claims
that all its aipcraft are capabie of
flying onamadimum 50 percent
blend of SAF and conventional
fued. Variows Indian aidines have
already operated successfully a
fiew test and dermonsration flights
using jet fuel doped with SAE

A committee on SAF cons -
tuted by the Ministry of
Petroleum and Matural Gas
(MoPNG ) had submitied it rec-
ommendations o the govern-
ment last year, According o peo-
ple with direct knowdedge of the
matter, the panel had recom-
mended an initial SAF blending
mandateol 1 percentfrom 2025,
and scaling it up prog ressively
over subsequent years, At the
time, top officials at the Ministry
of Cvil Aviation | MoCA) & wel as
the MoPNG —the two key min-
igries dealing with SAF—had in-

Fie
dicated that blending mandates
could be molled out as per these
recommendations.

‘SAF is extremely sopensive
with high technology and pro-
duction costs, It is not produced
at scabe yetwie feel it will take a
few years for the costs to come
down as production increases
globally and in India. The aidines
are also not too keen to have a
mandate for d omestic Aights, un-
til costs stabilise and they have
haid soimie experience with SAF-
blended ATF in intemational op-
erabions.. So, 2027 or therealter
seems to be the better choice,”
sad a government official, who
did not wishto beidentilied.

The year 2027 will be an im-
portant one for adoption of SAF
globally with the mandatory
phase of the Intemational Crl
Aviation Organization's {1CAD)

CarbonOfsetting and Reduction
Scheme forinternational Aviation
{CORSIA) kicking in, CORSIA,
which applies to international
Mights, would require airlines
globally to offset any prowth in
cartron dicxide emissions beyond
the 2020 levels. Using jet fuel
Mended with SAF is one of the
waay's through wihich camiers can
heep their emissio ns under per-
missible levels,

India, while not a participant
in the voluntary phases of COR-
SA, will have to comply with the
mandatory phase garting 2027
I line with the CORSIA mandate,
the Mational Bofuel Coordination
Committee| NBCC) has set the ini-
alindicative targets for ble nding
of SAF with et fuel 2027 omwanrds,
gartngwith inemational Tights.
The indicative targets ane: 1 per
cent blending in 2027 and 2 per
centin2028. India is seen as a
price-sensitive aviation market
and fuel acoounts for around 40
percent of Indian airdines’ opera-
tional expenses, This makes the
carmiers particulardy caufious and
sensitive to any fuel-related cost
escalation,  FULL REPORTON

wawninidianex press.com
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Air safety: Naidu pitches
for robust stress, fatigue
management systems

NEW DELHI: Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
on Monday highlighted the
need for developing the area
of aviation psychology as well as
robust stress and fatigue man-
agement systems for the safety
of aircraft operations.
Ensuring continued safety
is a collective responsibility as
human factors are contributors
to aircraft accidents, he said.
The minister was speak-
ing at the national seminar on
Human Factors in Aircraft Acci-
dents organised by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Burean
(AAIB) in the national capital.
Safety measures need to
keep pace with the Indian avi-
ation sector’s rapid growth,
Naidu said and called for con-
tinuous skilling and upskill-
ing of people. He also pitched
for robust stress management
and fatigue management pro-
grammes, including for pilots.
There is a lack of formal pro-
grammes for aviation psychol-
ogy and advanced psychological
aspects need to be integrated
into training programmes,

Naidu said.

India is one of the fastest-
growing civil aviation markets
in the world and more than
1,200 planes have been ordered
by the country’s airlines. Naidu
3[.;0 stressed the need for tech-
nical and cognitive skills for
personnel in the aircraft main-
tenance segment as more planes
will be coming into the country.

With the evolution of
advanced technology and more
reliable aircraft systems, Naidu
said it has been seen that the pri-
mary cause of air accidents has
shifted from mechanical faults
to human errors.

“Human factors whether in
the cockpit, air traffic control
or ground support operations
now play a pivotal role in avia-
tion safety,” he said.

According to him, reports
indicate a 10 per cent increase
in human error-related inci-
dents over the last decade. Safety
audits of the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
reveal that human factors are a
major contributor to safety risks
at present, he added. all
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Spicejet faces another
insolvency plea from
operational creditor

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) on Monday issued
notice to debt-ridden air carrier
Spicelet over the plea filed by
one of its operational creditors.

A two-member NCLT
bench, comprising Mahendra
Khandelwal and Sanjeev Tan-
jan, has directed Spicejet to file
a reply and list the matter for
the next hearing on Novem-
ber 14. Spicefet is already fac-
ing several insolvency petitions
from creditors, including Wil-
lis Lease, Aircastle Ireland Lid,
Wilmington and Celestial Avia-
tion at NCLT and the appellate
tribunal NCLAT.

The latest petition is by
Techjockey Infotech Pvt Ltd, an
operational creditor, filed under
section 9 of the IBC, through
Karanjawala & Co.

Techjockey Infotech
claimed a default of nearly
Rs 1.2 crore owed by Spice-
Jet against software services
availed by them and requested
to initiate a corporate insol-
vency resolution process
(CIRP) against the air carrier.

It contended that its debt
has been acknowledged by
Spice]Jet, though it has not been
yet complied.

Earlier in June, NCLT
had issued notice to Spice-
Jet over the petition filed by
Engine Lease Finance (ELF).
Based in Ireland, ELF is the
world’s leading independent
engine financing and leasing
company and claimed a pay-
ment default of over $12 mil-

lion (around Rs 100 crore). The
NCLT rejected the pleas of Wil-
lis Lease Finance and Wilming-
ton Trust. Spicejet settled the
case with Celestial Aviation.

The petitions filed by Air-
castle and Alterna Aircraft are
pending before the insolvency
tribunal. Both Wilmington
Trust and Willis Lease Finance
have moved the National Com-
pany Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) challenging the dis-
missal of their insolvency plea
by NCLT.

SpiceJet has raised Rs 3,000
crore through the sale of shares
to qualified institutional buyers,
which will provide a much-
needed tailwind for the strug-
gling airline. Among others,
the proceeds will be used for
settling liabilities of creditors,
including aircraft and engine
lessors, engineering vendors
and financiers.

Five allottees each have
received more than five per cent
of the shares offered in the QIP.
They are Authum Investment
and Infrastructure Ltd (9.33 per
cent), Discovery Global Oppor-
tunity (Mauritius) Ltd (8.33 per
cent), Troo Capital (6.67 per
cent), Societe Generale - ODI
(6.04 per cent) and Goldman
Sachs (Singapore) Pte - ODI
(5.33 per cent), as per another
regulatory filing.
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Naidu calls for focus on human
factors, aviation psychology

PTI B NEW DELHI

ivil Aviation Minister K

Rammohan Naidu on
Monday highlighted the need
for developing the area of
aviation psychology as well as
robust stress and fatigue
management systems for the
safety of aircraft operations.
Ensuring continued safety is a
collective responsibility as
human factors are
contributors  to  aircraft
accidents, he said.
The minister was speaking at
the national seminar on

Human Factors in Aircraft
Accidents organised by the
Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
in the national capital.

Safety measures need to keep
pace with the Indian aviation
sector’s rapid growth, Naidu
said and called for continuous
skilling and upskilling of
people.

He also pitched for robust
stress  management and
fatigue management
programmes, including for
pilots.

There is a lack of formal

programmes for aviation
psychology and advanced
ﬁsycholcgjcal aspects need to
¢ integrated into training
programmes, Naidu said.
India is one of the fastest-
growing civil aviation markets
in the world and more than
1,200 planes have been
ordered by the country’s
airlines.

Naidu also stressed on the
need for technical and
cognitive skills for personnel
in the aircraft maintenance
segment as more planes will
be coming into the country.
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Spicelet
mops up
<3000cr

B NEW DELHE: SpiceJet an-
nounced on Monday that
it has raised 73,000 crore
through a Qualified Insti-
tutional Placement (QLP)
This capital infusion
will enable the airline to
strengthen its operations,
expand its fleet and
Invest in technology to
meet growing passenger
dernand.
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