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Five aviationfacts that
Parliament uncovered

BY HOWINDIALIVES.COM
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2 Tapering Budgets
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2 Elusive Profits

IndiGo remains the only profitable Indian

airfine, and by a huge margin
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IndiGo had the most on-time flights,
Akaza Air had least cancellations
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4 Shrinking Glitches
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T.N. govt. identifies site for
proposed airport at Hosur

Sunitha Sekar
CHENNAIL

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has identified the site
for the proposed airport at
Hosur, and will apply to
the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion for site clearance in
two weeks.

The chosen site lies 15.5
km from the airstrip of Ta-
neja Aerospace and Avia-
tion Limited (TAAL), east
of Hosur city, and Shoola-
giri Taluk,

Soon after the decision
to develop an airport at
Hosur was made, the Tamil
Nadu Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation identi-
fied five sites, which were
narrowed down to two,
based on the recommen-
dations of the feasibility
study carried out by the

The govt. will apply
to the Ministry of
Civil Aviation for site
clearance in 2 weeks

Airports Authority of India
(AAI).

After deliberations, the
State government found
that the site now fAnalised
is more feasible since the
number of obstacles is far
less here.,

The other site shortlist-
ed is 1.5 km south of TAAL.

“The Obstacle Limita-
tion Surfaces survey, done
by consultants, shows that
the chosen site has only
about 75 obstacles, whe-
reas the one closer to TAAL
has nearly 350 obstacles.
The site near TAAL has
high-tension lines and a ve-

ry hilly terrain. While it is
not impossible to build an
airport on the site near
TAAL, the government
may have to spend more
for the project if construct-
ed here,” a source said.

T.N. to write to Centre
Now that the site is chosen,
as in any airport develop-
ment project, the next step
is for the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment to write to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation in
two weeks, seeking appro-
val for it. Meanwhile, the
Collector will prepare a
proposal for land acquisi-
tion for this project, and
submit it to the govern-
ment in about a month and
a half, sources said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE S8

State identifies site for
proposed Hosur airport

Nearly 2,300 acres of land will be required for the
Hosur airport, as per the estimates. Of this, about
650 acres in the area are lands belonging to the
government.

While the State government has already writ-
ten to the Ministry of Defence with respect to the
creation of a separate air control zone, they will
now communicate the chosen site to the Ministry
shortly, and hold discussions with them. This ap-
proval is also likely to be made in a few months.

Hosur, which is poised to witness an industrial
boom as investments are streaming in steadily,
will significantly benefit from an airport. Even as
Bengaluru's second international airport site is
getting finalised, Tamil Nadu has fast-tracked the
Hosur airport project. “We know there are chal-
lenges with the Hosur airport [project], but we
have also been working out solutions to make it a
reality,” the source said.
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SETTOBE INAUGURATED INLATE SEPTEMBER

Navi Mumbai airport to use ILS
for landings in poor visibility

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR

& NARESHS

MUMBAL ALIGLIST 24

SET TO be inaugurated by
September-end and begin oper-
ations around 45 days later, the
much awaited Navi Mumbai
International Airport { NMIA)
will have the capabs ity o carry
oul landings and take ofls even
in poor visibility conditions,
thanks to the advanced naviga-
tional aids and lighting systems
instalbed at the airport, MMIA of-
ficials said. The greenfiebd air-
port, thiis will addess the has-
sie of diversions and delays that
ainplanes are subjecied to espe-
gally during monsoon,

The airport will use a
Category [l Instrument Landing
Sygem{ILS) whichallows pilots
tomake safie Lindings when con-
dhiticens are poor dueto fog, heavy
rain, ar other weather conditions
“The system operates by offenng
aircrafi onthe final approach pre-
ciselateral andvertical guidance,
enablirg landings atvisibality oe-
els as low as 300 metres,” said
PFrabhat Mahapatra, Chiel
Operating Officer NMIA

This isan important imgrove-
menitfor Mumbal, where the ex-
g CSMLA mquires 3 minimum

The upcoming Mavi Mumbai airport. Sorendro Voskar

sy visualrang: (RVR ) of 550
metres for landings. Althou gh
CSLA allows Low Visibuality Take
Offs { LVTO ) at 400 metres KVR,
poorconditons olen force diver-
siofs o other cities. NMIA S setup
will ensure an airoraft can con-
finueoperations without rerout-
ing reducing inconvenience fior
passengers and alrlines alike.
Tosupport the Category Il
Instrument Landing System,
MMIA has displaced its unway
threshold by neary 600 metres,
Thisadiusgment ensuresthatap-
proaching aircraft followa stan-
dard three-degree glide angle,

which is essential for sale and
predictable landings dunng poor
visibility conditions.

Thedecision o align the run
wiy witha three-degree glide
path was taken keeping interna-
tional practices in mind, ensur-
ingoompatibalitywith plot train-
ing standards across the world,

Along with the ILS is a
Category Il approved Precision
Approach Lig hting System. This
Eighting ails pilots inaligning the
aircraft properly to the numway
at the final approach o landing,
Thehghting pattem is easdy seen
ever in adverse weather.
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Four Chinese airlines seek landing slots at Delhi

.I.nlnh Phadinis
M b

Chinese carrlers have :EI
p'lbm:l for slors ar the De
airport and have initiated
steps 10 resume  flighes
after a gapof five years.

While IndiGo Is

1w relaunch ﬂjghr;P‘:n

du and Guangzhou,

four Chinese carriers have

shown interest 1o restone
thie akr connectivity.

These include Alr China
(from Beijing); China East-
orn Alrlines (from Shang-
heai); China Southern Abr-
lines (from Guangehow),
and Shandong  Alrlines
(from Kunming). China
Exstern Alrlines s also
keen to relaumch fighes
berween  Kunming  and
Kollcata, it is leamt,

“The Chinese carriers
are waiting for the green
light and are hopeful of re-
suming service from the
winter schedule”™ sald a
person familiar with the
martter.

NEED DGCA NOD
Foreignairlines planning v
ap-e:—aiﬁ Hights :E]Lmﬂ:ga.m
ired o obtaln an -
:? authorisation ?;n
the Directorate General of
Chvil Aviation (DGCA). For
that purpose, the sirlines
heave v subimir information
such as mames and natlon-
ality of its board mermbers,
operations manual, detalls
direg e Aeet etc. The
alrlines also need o have
thelr security programme

READY TO TAKE WINGS

© Alr China [fram Beijing);
China Eastern Airdines (from
Shanghai); China Sauthern
Alrlines [lram Guangehou],
and Shandang Airdines (fram

Kumming) have shown
Irteresr

o Ching Eastern Adrlines is alse keen fo relaunch
fights between Kunming and Kolkats

o IndiGa is alse preparing ta relaunch flights te

Chengdu and Guangzhou

approved by the Bureau of
Civil Awviarion Securiry,
which, in turn, has oo be
submitted tothe DGCA.

rating  authorisa-
tion ks walld for five yesrs
and since Chinese carriers
hawe not been fiving to In-
dia since Febroary 2020,
thar has lapsed” =aid a
source. Following the visit
of Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yl the Minkstry of
External Affalrs sald both
sides have agreed o re-
sume diveer flight con-
nectiviry ar the earllest and
finalise an wpdated air ser-
vices agreement.

This agreement allows
carriers from bath sides w
operate 42 flights each per
week

were utilising the gquota
fully, Indian carriers oper-
ated 19 weekly flighta
I'.J'mr half a emillion pas-
rs flew botween India
Chima - (Two way) in
FY25 and the number is set
to grow with the planned

resumption of flights. In
the sbsence of non-stop
flights, passengers berween
| and Cliina are tranai-
ing wia Hong Kong, Singa-
e, Bungho, Kusia Lom.
purand other cirles.

TRANSIT HUBS
Hong Kong and Singapore
are the bargest transit hobs
for travel berween India
anid China with each having
amarket share of around 30
percent in FY25.
“Demand for China has
shown steady recovery, led
primarily by business travel
and trader traffic. There is
an upward momenium, es-
pecially on key routes
linked to rechnology, man-
ufseturing hubs We se-
main one of the top three
carriers on the India-China
route, and wimess strong
medipm-term growth po-
tengial, supported by the
return of corpotate traved,”

Kong-based
ot s e
The alrline sasd it s see-

lng rremendous growth in

its  alrro-sea  produee
which enables passengers
w travel onward from
H In a ferry o
Gmmmd Shens

“WWe continue o see
healthy demand for both
business and leisure teavel
between India and China,
and this remains an im-

market for Sings-
pore Alrlines ™ the airiine
sald.

Passenger raffic flows
inry Chira are ing
with relooron In visa
norms. After the mple-
mentation of the visa-free
policy and 240-hour transit
visa-free polley in China,
the number of inzerms-
gomil inbound towrists
have increased signific-
antly,” International Alr
Trangpor Assoctarion said
in Jume. Ourhound traved is
recovering too,

However, flights
berween China and the US
continue 1o remain
below pre-pandemic level.

“Malaysia Abrlimes con-
rinues o see eno
performance on s
routes with aversge loads
exceeding B3 per cent
While demand ks generally
scronger into China, the
alrline has also observed
increased ourhound travel
from Chima during the
summer holidays," said alr-
line"s chlef commercial af-
ficer  Dersenish  Ares-
andiran. He added that
Malaysia Aldines ks also
seelng an increase In in-
quiries for group leisure
rravel from India oo China.
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Prafitability under stress

Provisional figures {in million ¥) of debt, profit and loss before
tax, and eperating cost of major seheduled airlines in financial
year 2024-25,

"
Nasu *

0 |-"‘f"| | r._:' 0.1N

Hifines Debi | Profit/Joss beloce tax | Operating cost

Ar [neia 268,796 34,902 6,17, 770
Air India Express G175 54,7182 2,004,006
Aknsa Alr TEG 19,634 0,905
Indign 5,170,854 75,875 1,665,223
_ Spicejet 8,860 531 A4 g7

Source; kimakry of Grall viabon
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UDAN passenger count nosedives

SWARAl BAGGOMEK AR
HMumbal, August 24

THE MUCH-HYPED JOUR-
MEY from hawai chappal to
Irnuqr..u'r.l'mn:[nﬂ:lhn d'q'rp,rn
to aeroplanes) has hita mas-
tiveair pocket

Asthe povernmentsregional
connectivity scheme - UDAN
(e Desh Ko Aam Nagril)
coim Plelﬂ. e years (i was
launched in 2016 though the
first flight took off ayear Later),
pamenger count hasshomped by
moethanhalfiinFY 25 fromthe
peakseenjust theeyears e ier

Only 1,41 milllon passen-
pemavailed the benefit,a drop

PROMISE vs REALITY

W Passengers Travelled Wik Y-o0-% Change [ %]

0112 R 263 166

2018-17 I 1,740 878 k3T

W10 251 517] ik 1&1

2020-2 1 I 1, 5 5 04 4 w50

MI1-22 &1

M32-23 v ¥ -2

20737 —— L 545,10 1 v-2s

2024-2 5 I 1,410 99 -

bourco: Mty of C il Svaion
of 7% compared tothe peakk  gescount for theschems. aging airlines o operate

of 1.3 millonclocked in FY21,
and a 24% drop compared to
FY 245 total of 1,87 million
FY¥25 marked thres consecu
tveyearsof declinein passen

UDBAN was concerved to
promote reglonal air connec-
tivity by making fiying afford
able for the common eltizen,
the central idea being encouir

flightson mgional and mmate
mutes through enaling poll-
ciesand extending incentives

Continued on Page 11

UDAN passenger count nosedives

BUT OUT OF the 915 valid
routes under the sdwie, mly
637 routes have been operm
tionalised, connecting 92
unserved and undeserved &@ie
ports, Ineluding 15 helipos
angd 2 waker aemxl romes acrms
the country, Nearly B0 of
t e ‘T:‘airFrlrhﬂn-:lnl.rrwd
The untouched routes are
yet to commenoe n]'rra.rinrri
due to delays in the develop
mestofalrports becauseoflind
unavailability, technical and
u|.n:r.1l|-|.||u|. aoistrala s al e
tain airpoms, fime taken in
alitaining thereevant operaton
permit by new entmnts and
lusies sch & non-avallability of
wiitahleainoraftaimeaf lensing
and maindenance lusus,
Atotal of 22 2 routes uncler
the scheme have been discon-
tirtied alnee 200204 Incliaand
Akasa Alr do not fiy on sach
roites and IndiCioand 5 picejet

idlel e ot o g s plesal thie
timeof poingto press

Besides huikewarm response
fom air lines, there are vanois
operatirnal challenges, dud-
ing low passenger demand on
some routes, lowvisibilityatcer-
tain atrports, challenges related
to the avallability of slots, ATC
wabich himiss, celays b e dieieel -
opment of acrodmmes, and 3
shortage ofabreralt Some mites

became non-operational aftor
the sulmicly ended

Asper the Centre, bothair
liriess arad passerge s higghdiglibed
concems, ncinding challenges
I Lawt-mlle eonnes tivity from
t e ri'l::r cemtre to the ainpart,
occasional fight diversions or
cancellat o chee o badweaiber
and discontinustion of rowtes
nllrrrrm-pl.l-run of VGF tenue,

Anotalof 4,1 60orome inched
ing 2,733 crwebetween FY13
to FY25, lave boen disbursed by
UTEP'!PIIH!HHEHI underthevialiil-
itygap funding (VGF) schome o
encourage aldines to continue
wth the rrn:m.'ln"ﬂ}-

The budget estimates of
£ 340 crore-for 2005 26 uncler
the UDAN scheme shows a
decrease from the previous
vearsrevised estimates of T800
e However i ot |l reflec tsan
increase over the previous years
budget estirmatesof €502 coore
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Resumption of direct flights imminent, Indian,

Chinese airlines prepare to reclaun market

SUKALPSHARMA
ME W DELHI AUGUST 24

WITH CHINESE Foretgn Mirsster
Wang Yi's ecent visit o New
Delhi, India and Chima appear in
beonestepcloserto rsuming di-
rect Might connectivity betwesn
the womost populous countnes
in the world. With the exception
ol the Chenese special administra-
tive region ol Hong Kong, India
and China have had no direct
flights since earty 2020, just before
COVID-19 was declaned a global
pandermic,

“Both ades agreed toresume
direct Right connectivity between
Chimese mainkand and Indéa a2 the
carliest. and Bnalize an updated
AirServces Agreement. Theyalso
agreed on the facilitition of visas
lotournss, businesses mediaand
other visitors in both direcons,”
the Ministry of Extermal Affairs
had said in areleise

Although the two countries
have not given a imeline yet on
resumptonol direct services, the
evident signs of a thaw in the
India-China relationship — no-
tably at a time when New Delhi's
relagonshipwith Washingon has
hit a few oadblocks — has bl
the hiope that normabiciton of ai

connectivity between India and
China is immminent. Direct Bight
conecivity between kndia and
Chima was initgally suspended doe
to the pandemic, As the India-
China bteral rebionship soured
folbowing the standofT in Eastem
Ladakh in 2020 and remained
Irigd over the subsrquent years
dErect lights between the bavona-
tions did not resume despite air
Ot MeLIMmMing (o pre-pan-
demic levels globally.

Resumption of derect Rights
and normalisation of visa is-
suances — demands China has
been ruking over the past couple
of years — had come upin Foreign
Secretary Vikram Mian's discus-
sonswith Beting during hisChina
visit im January. AL the time,
the bwo couantries had agnsed “in
principle” o resume direct Bights
Inthe precedng months, e mat-
ter featured intalksbetween for-
eign and aviabon minigersof the
WO Cornimes,

Airlines gear up to
resume direct flights

Chinese and Indian airlines
have beenleenhrwatching the de-
vebopmenis,and are now prepar-
i ford irect flights. Just Lastwes,
IndiGo's CEO Preter Elbers had sand
thatthe carrer stamds ready to re-
surme direct BightstoChing assoon
as the bilateral arrangemenis be-
tveen the two countries allow,
Chirvese carners, too, ane eager o
resuime direc T services, it is leamit
Lack of direct Mights haee led 1o
high airfares and long travel limes
for those hing between India and
China According o ndustry nsd-
ers, arlines — Chinese as well as
Indian — have been looking to
restart dimect fighis as there s hgh
demand for travel between the
Do couniries

Lack of direct air connectivity
between India and mainlamd
China abong wath stnngent visa
restrictions, led to aidines from

beith couniries kosing out on po-
tentid passenger loads, and air-
lines operaiing from others
Southeast Aflan countries cash

ing in on the opporunity.
Passenger traffic betwieen India
and China—currently sokely
throughconmectng hubsinSouth
and Southeast Asia—is less than
half ofwhat it wes in 20109,

Allof it i being caterned o by
ailines [rom megions bHke
Singapore, Hong Kong, Thailand,
Mbalaysia, andVieman. To be sure,
the Hong Kong airportis not ex-
actly consibered aChinesa airport
due to Hong Kong's special au-
orumouws status and a different
wisa regime thanmainbnd China
ke contirses i be the eading con-
necting hub between India and
mainkand China

Chinese carners held

dominant share
The nrmslisition of air oo
nectivity betvesn India and China
wotlld likely be beneficial for air-
lines from both countres,
However, Begmng appears to be-
iewe that Chinese carriers stand
o gain mare, as they held the
dominant share of the-direct flight
market before the pandemic
FULL REPORT ON
WA i e S S.C O
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Spanish influencer couple misses flight after taking travel advice from Al

‘For travel rules or visas, Al should
be a reference, not final authority’

Al info can be outdated’

indlustry experts say such coses are Increasingly
commeon. *Just lest month, we ossisted three
familses whao nearly missed their wocations due to
Incorrect Al tip on documentation," says Henlel
Rupaoarelia, founder end managing director of
a travel tech platform. “Al info can be manths
or even yeors outdated, especially with fast-
chonging trovel regulotions. Requirements shift
weekly, sometimes daily, and Al systems connot
pcoess real-time government databases”

Leaves
hatGPT's Wrong Advice _
lifml‘.h.mnmer Couple Stranded At Airport

Riya Sharma ‘Should onl
r-I.'l'.lur-.:III]: | - _ 1 ™ ‘Use Al for HE“’I, not to ’H'Erl‘hr rules’ : nd on m
.':J"E':;J__ﬁ:k | k] o Akosh Rastogl, from a Gurgoon-based travel agency, r official
th® A ':!i AL Travel o= " points out that he recently came across o couple of a
hlI:Ju:.' }"ét m-l:l ':Li: T — = TN iy (= different nationality who could not board a flight to Thailand ment websites
All good - unitil o §

because of the sama reason. "Be very specific about your
e hiseip o

guestion and norrow down your search by asking ane guestion mm I“h'

o e ke ot a time,” he advises people seeking travel tips from AL Visa rules differ by country and
r";'lﬁ o b‘_T_',‘““'h "ml" Offering travellers guidance on planning, Gosoin adds, “Use often duI:‘rtu disruptions

Fi r*ll‘f:'l-FI]rI ¥ l"lllﬂﬁf'f. & . Al for ideas, but verify rules with official sources and trusted or closures, so experts urge using
IFl1'L S D y travel advisors before you take a trip.” official government sites. Akash

ico after their Al ¢ | mriani sules o

advisor told them SIyS,

they iyt Mistakes happen because of regulations mw:mwmu
kil bt i like visa and entry requirements which cross-check the informatian given
mandatory ESTA 4 i

(Electrunic System for change often, sometimes overnight. Al ﬁ;’mtmum .
L it models, which are software, might not be in fract, chack these detalls directly
Aptermin e FIT visi H updated to reflect the latest rules. Complex from the official website only."

i 1€ b : Hari Ga co-founder of
s eligibility wenter - € due to half-verified Al advice ] exceptions, like special categories or o travel ogency, ogrees, "Amays
O " Travel ogents note that many travellers now foce issues similar to what the Spanish overseas territories, may not be captured kit 25
R S ¥ coupin foced when they rely salely on Al "Al should be used as a first step, not the final i i when it comes to

}:':Il TJ:;l:LIF;TIFlI:;!f i . word," soys Ravi Gosain, President, Indian Associotion of Tour Operators (ATO). “It's ffm tr'af""ﬂ_'l canectI:,_r. Al gives general .mfu‘ but TN WWM or local
hﬂl Ir'l_,m‘.r‘rl ;1:|Hr|=re-ll For great for inspiration, itineraries, and compaorisons, but for visas, rules, or documents, Lip? Did it naﬂonallty. purpose of \'iilf, or travel hleDl‘}" regulations, with cfficial government
visa rules. Might charig ahways varify with officiol sousces, Immigration regulations chonge frequenthy, and wark? can change requirements completely sources or embassies before moking
\;"I_Ir :'In'lbllr.'-"lj‘l‘:ll:ru“mh even small oversights con derail a trip. 've seen travellers miss cruises or get stronded - Ravi Gosain President any travel decisions."
'I'm',nh TS at airparts becouse they assumed e-visas opplied everywhere ar that vaccination and == = ! .

insurance ware optiona” Indian Association of Tour Operators [IATO)
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