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Raxaul airport in Bihar next
in line for commercial flights

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: After Purnia airport
comes into operation in Sep-
tember, Bihar's Raxaul in East
Champaran district is next in
the pipeline to be developed as
a civilian aerodrome for com-
mercial flights, said senior gov-
ernment officials on Wednes-
day.

“The Bihar government has
approved 137 acres of addi-
tional land and also sanctioned
an estimated Rs 209 crore
(approx) for land acquisition to
develop the Raxaul airport for
commercial operations,” said
chief secretary Amrit Lal
Meena while talking to the Hin-
dustan Times.

Land acquisition work is
presently underway for the
Raxaul airport and is expected
to be completed in the next six
months, said Meena.

The Raxaul airport is oper-
ated by the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) but is not in use
for commercial flights,

The AAI has conducted a
pre-feasibility study to upgrade
the airport to handle ATR-72
aircraft.

The Raxaul airport has been
included in the Regional Con-
nectivity Scheme (RCS)-UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik),
which aims to improve air con-
nectivity to underserved air-
ports.

Six small airports in the
state, including Madhubani,
Saharsa, Birpur (Supaul), Val-
mikinagar (West Champaran),
Munger and Muzaffarpur, are
also being developed under the

Raxaul Airport in Bihar’s East Champaran district.

RCS.

A letter of intent (Lol) has
been issued to Spirit Air LLP,
the airline selected by the AAI
to operate on these routes.
Spirit Air will start flights on
various regional routes con-
necting these airports to Bihta
airport in Patna and Varanasi,
said officials.

“Besides facilitating trans-
portation, air connectivity on
these routes is expected to
accelerate economic, social and
tourism development in these
areas. Raxaul is also of strate-
gic importance as it borders
Nepal,” said Kumud Ranjan of
Mamta Travels, an Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA)-approved travel

FILEPHOTO

agent in Patna.

As part of boosting its infra-
structure, Bihar has been
focussing to develop the avia-
tion sector by constructing new
airports and reducing taxes on
aviation turbine fuel (ATF).

The state recently reduced
value added tax (VAT) on ATF
from 29% to 4%, boosting ATF
sales by 44% in May and 134%
in June as compared to the cor-
responding months last year,
said officials.

Commercial flights from the
Purnia air force base are
expected to begin from Septem-
ber, as work on the interim ter-
minal building is going on in
full scale, with the government
trying to complete its construc-

tion by August. Purnia is likely
to get connectivity with Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru, as dis-
cussions between airline opera-
tors and the Airports Authority
of India (AAT) is at an advanced
stage.

Work on developing termi-
nal buildings at Bihta and Pur-
nia are in full swing. The
launch of the interim terminal
building at Purnia and the
foundation stone laying cere-
mony for the construction of a
permanent terminal building
are expected in August. The
Bihta civil enclave, however, is
expected to be ready by March
2027. Patna will then have two
airports within a distance of 30
kms.

At present, Bihar has three
commercial airports - Patna,
Gaya and Darbhanga - for com-
mercial flights.

The state government has
also approved acquisition of 90
acres of additional land for the
Darbhanga airport to extend its
runway length and install navi-
gational aids to facilitate night
landing facilities by November
this year.

The Bihar government has
announced plans to develop 15
airports, a significant increase
from the current three, to boost
air connectivity in the state at
an estimated cost of ¥11,500
lakh, according to the budget
presented in the assembly on
March 3.

The Centre, in its Union bud-
geton February 1, had granted
in principle approval to three
greenfield airport projects at
Rajgir, Bhagalpur and Sonepur
in Bihar's Saran district.
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Celebi out of

MIAL tender
process
Urvi Mahajani

MUMBEAI
—_—

In a relief for Mumbai Inter-
national  Airport Limited
(MIAL), the Bombay High
Court on Wednesday per-
mitted the company to final-
ise tenders for ground and
bridge handling services fol-
lowing the termination of
Turkish firm  Celebis
contract.

Justice Somasekhar Sun-
daresan set aside an earller
interim order from May that
had restrained MIAL from fi-
nalising the tender, based on
a plea by Celebi.

The judge noted that con-
tinuing the interim protec-
tion was untenable, as the
Delhi High Court had dis-
missed Celebis petition ear-
lier this month against a
similar contract termination
at Delhiairport and the revo-
cation of its security clear-
ance.

“It is now clear that hold-
ing up the decision to find a
replacement is neither poss-
ible nor tenable. Continu-
ation of the ad-interim order
is no longer reasonable and,
hence, stands vacated,” the
court stated.

F Contdon | nation_

Celebi out of MIAL...

It further observed that, following the revocation of
Celehis security clearance, all emplovees and equip-
ment of the petiticner firm had been transferred to
another company, Indo Thai Airport Services Lid,
which is now handling ground and bridge mount-
ing services at Mumbai airport

“The petitioner firm has lost all physical access o
the airport,” the court remarked,

Noting that conciliation efforts are underway
between the parties as per the contract agreement,
the High Court disposed of the petitions filed by
Celebi.

On May 26, the court hed restrained MIAL from
finalising tendersissued on May 17 to appoint a new
agency o ke over Celebis ground and bridge
handling services. Celebi had approached the
Bombay High Couwrt after the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS) under the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, revoked its security clearance, leading to
MIALS termination of its contracts.

Celebi Nas Airport Services India Pvt Ltd, in
which the Turkish parent company Celebl Aviation
holds a 59% stake, filed three petitions challenging
the revocation of its security clearance and the ter-
mination of the Gmund Handling Services
Concession Agreement and Bridge Mounted
Equipment Service Agreement. The company
described the revocation as “arbitrary and illegal”
and soughta stay on, and annulment of, the Centre’s
decision.

The security clearance was revoked on grounds of
“national security” amid heightened diplomatic ten-
sions between India and Turkey, particulardy over
Turkeys statements in support of Paldstan, This fall-
out has impacted Celebis operations across several
major Indian airports.

The Delhi High Court, while dismissing Celebis
plea against the revocation of its security clearnce,
noted that “compelling national security consider-
ations” and “impelling geopolitical considerations™
had driventhe Centres decision to revoke the clear-
ance.

Celehis petiion challenging the revocation of its
security clearance & pending before a division
bench of the Bombay High Court and is likely to be
taken up for hearing on Thursday.
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CELEBI MOVES
DIVISION BENCH OF
DELHI HC AGAINST
REVOCATION OF
SECURITY NOD

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Turkish ground
handling firm Celebi Airport Ser-
vices has moved the division
bench of the Delhi high court,
challenging a single judge’s order
upholding the Centre’s decision
to revoke its security clearance.

A bench of justice Sachin
Datta, on July 7, dismissed the
Turkish firm's petition against
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity’s (BCAS) May 15 decision,
ruling that the action was taken
on the basis of compelling
national security and geopoliti-
cal considerations.

Backing the BCAS, the court
noted that the move was neces-
sary to preclude potential espio-
nage, misuse of Celebi's logistical
capabilities and threats to civil
aviation infrastructure and the
agency acted within its powers.

Thejudge had also held that it
was not imperative for the Cen-
tre to follow the principles of
natural justice in situations
where national security is at
stake. BCAS’s decision came
amid rising diplomatic and mili-
tary tensions between India and
Turkey, with concern raised over
the latter's ties with Pakistan and
its support to Islamabad after
the terror attack in Pahalgamin
April and during Operation Sin-
door launched by Indian forces
subsequently.

Celebi’s plea, likely to be listed
next week, painted a picture that
the BCAS's decision to cancel its
security clearance was in teeth of
Rule 12 of the of the Civil Avia-
tion Security Rules, which man-
dates the director general to hear
an entity before revoking its
security clearance and the DG
had no authority to take a call
without granting an opportunity
of being heard.

It went on to add that the deci-
sion to revoke its clearance by
merely citing national security,
in the absence of any justifica-
tion, was “vague” and “unsus-
tainablein law™.
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HC relief for MIAL over
Celebi replacement

Prateem Rohanekar

prateem rohanekar@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay High
Court on Wednesday lifted its
interim order that had
restrained Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL) from
finalising tenders for ground and
bridge handling services, clear-
ing the way for a new service
provider to be appointed follow-
ing the termination of Turkish
firm Celebi NAS Airport Servi-
ces’ contract.

Justice Somasekhar Sundare-
san, who heard the matter,
observed that the interim protec-
tion granted to Celebi in May
could no longer be sustained—
particularly in light of the Delhi

High Court's recent dismissal of

a similar challenge by the firm
against the termination of its
contract at Delhi airport and the

revocation of its security clear-
ance. The Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS) had
revoked Celebi's security clear-
ance earlier this year after Tur-
key publicly backed Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor, the
military offensive launched by
Indian forces on May 7, 2025.
Airports across the country sub-
sequently scrapped contracts
with the Turkish ground-han-
dling firm, citing national secu-
rity concerns.

Celebi had approached the
Bombay High Court contesting
the cancellation of its security
clearance and the consequent
termination of its Mumbai con-
tract. While the court has now
vacated the interim relief it
granted in May, a separate plea
challenging the security clear-
ance revocation remains pend-
ing before a division bench. That

matter is scheduled to be heard
on July 24.

“The continuation of the
ad-interim order is no longer
feasible or justified. Holding up
the process of appointing a
replacement is neither possible
nor tenable. Hence, the interim
order stands vacated,” the court
said in its order. The court also
noted that since the revocation
of Celebi's security clearance, its
staff and equipment at Mumbai
airport have been taken over by
Indo Thai Airport Services,
which has assumed responsibil-
ity for all ground handling and
bridge mounting operations.

On May 26, HC's vacation
bench restrained MIAL from
finalising tenders issued on May
17 to select a new ground-han-
dling agency. With Wednesday's
ruling, that bar no longer
applies.
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Airport firm GMR considers
rupee-bond sale of $579 million

Bloomberg

feedback@livemint.com

GMR Airports Ltd is consider-
ing a ¥5,000 crore ($579 mil-
lion) local-currency bond sale,
according to people familiar
with the matter, in what could
be a record rupee issuance for
India’'s second-largest private
airport operator.

The New Delhi-based com-
pany is considering to raise the
tunds through a note due in
18-months to three years and
will use the proceeds to refi-
nance existing debt, one of the
people said, asking not to be
identified as the details are pri-
vate. The firm may aim to price
the securities at about 10.5%,
the person said.

A representative for GMR
Airports didn’t respond to an
email seeking comments.

The Economic Times earlier

The firm may aim to price the

securities at about 10.5%.  MiNT
reported the company is look-
ing to raise ¥5,700 crore.

The company is planning to
tap the market as a cumulative
100-basis-point reduction by
the central bank this year
brings down borrowing costs.
The fundraising underscores
growth prospects for India's
aviation sector and comes ata
time when GMR is looking to

expand its footprint in the
country.

GMR, along with the coun-
try's largest airport operator
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd, is
expected to be among the top
contenders as the government
looks to privatize 11 airports. If
the deal goes through, it will be
GMR's largest-ever rupee offer-
ing, according to data compiled
by Bloomberg. It has three
local-currency bonds amount-
ing to 5,000 crore maturing
next year.

Care Ratings last month
upgraded GMR Airports’ loans
and bonds to A from BBB+ and
expects the firm's business to
be supported by favorable out-
look for the airport sector.
GMR’s unit Delhi International
Airport Ltd. is also planning to
issue 10 billion rupees worth of
bonds, according to people
familiar with the matter.
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Bomb threat
at airport:
Plaint filed

Ahmedabad: A day after the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel In-
ternational (SVPI) airport
received a hoax bomb threat
targeting Terminal 1, Air-
port police have registered a
complaint of criminal inti-
midation against an uniden-
tified person.

The Airports Authority
of India received the threat
via email on Tuesday mor-
ning. “The message not only
alleged the presence of anex-
plosive device within T1 buil-
ding but also named certain
individuals purportedly lin-
ked to the threat,” the comp-
laint filed by Amitkumar
Arvan, engineering mana-
ger and security in-charge at
the airport, said. He stated
the threat was issued purpor-
tedly due to authorities’ inac-
tion against some politicians
from south India.

Arvan stated he was out
of the city for official work
when he received informa-
tion about the threat. When
he returned on Wednesday,
he was told that “at 10.45am,
the bomb threat email was
declared non-credible, and
no suspicious or criminal
items were found at the air-
port upon thorough check-
ing by all security agencies.”

“Based on the informa-
tion received, we were in-
structed to file a police comp-
laint today,” he stated. tun
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HC lifts stay, Mumbai airport operator
can pick Turkiye co arm’s replacement

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: In a relief for
Mumbai International Air-
port Limited (MIAL), Bom-
bay HC on Wednesday lifted
its interim stay on finalising
tenders to replace an Indian
subsidiary of Celebi, a Tur-
kive-based airport ground
handling services major: Cit-
ing national security con-
cerns, Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Safety (BCAS) had in
May revoked Celebi’s clear-
ance amid backlash over
Turkive’s support for Pakis-
tan during hostilities.

The firm moved HC seek-
ing suspension and annul-
ment of the cancellation of
its security clearance. A sim-

ilar plea was moved in Delhi
HC, which eventually ruled
againstthe firm.

In May, HC restrained the
Adani-led MIAL from mak-
ing a final decision on bids
invited that month toreplace
Celebi’'s Indian arm for
eround and bridge handling
services. This interim relief
continued till Wednesday,
but with the stay lifted, the
order paves the way for
MIAL to proceed with fina-
lising new ground service
handlers.

HC, after hearing senior
counsel Vikram Nankani for
MIAL and Chetan Kapadia
for Celebi, observed that
with Delhi HC upholding the
revocation, preventing
MIAL from finalising Cele-

bi's replacement would no
longer be tenable, The com-
pany worked for nearly adec-
ade and said its equipment
was on the ground. Justice
Somasekhar Sundaresan
dismissed Celebi's arbitra-
tion plea and said claims, if
any, can be pursued sepa-
ratelv. The company filed
two petitions for the two con-
tracts to also challenge the
consequential termination
of its contract.

The revocation order, en-
forced with immediate effect,
meant airlines that had given
eround handling contracis to
Celebi would face flight de-
lays. Govt worked with air-
portoperators and appointed
ground handling companies
onan interim basis.
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HC lifts stay, MIAL can pick
Turkiye co arm’s replacement

Celebi's Security Clearance Was Revoked In May After Pak Hostilities

Swati.Deshpande
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: In arelief for Mum-
bai International Airport Li-
mited (MIAL), Bombay HC on
Wednesday lifted its interim
stay on finalising tenders to
replace an Indian subsidiary
of Celebi,a Turkive-based air-
port ground handling servi-
ces major. Citing national se-
curity concerns, Bureau of
Civil Aviation Safety (BCAS)
had in May revoked Celebi’s
clearance amid backlash over
Turkive's support for Pakis-
tan during hostilities.

The firm moved HC see-
king suspension and annul-
ment of the security clearan-
ce’s cancellation. A similar
plea was moved in Delhi HC,
which ruled against the firm,

In May, HC restrained Ada-
ni-led MIAL from making a fi-
nal decision on bids invited
that month to replace Celebi's
Indian arm for ground and
bridge handling services. The
relief continued till Wednes-
day. The lifting of the stay has
paved the way for MIAL to pro-
ceed with finalising new gro-
und service handlers.

After hearing senior coun-

sel Vikram Nankani for MIAL
and Chetan Kapadia for Cele-
bi, HC observed that with Del-
hi HC upholding the revoca-
tion, preventing MIAL from fi-
nalising Celebi's replacement
would no longer be tenable.
The firm worked for nearly a
decade and said its equipment
was on the ground. Justice So-
masekhar Sundaresan dis-
missed Celebi’s arbitration
plea and said claims, if any
can be pursued separately. The
firm filed two petitions for two
contracts to also challenge the
consequential termination.
The revocation order me-

ant airlines that had given gro-
und handling contracts to Ce-
lebi would face flight delays.
Ground handling companies
carry out security-sensitive
jobs like loading and unloa-
ding of bags, cargo, cleaning
aircraft, fuelling and passeng-
er check-in. Govt worked with
airport operators and appoin-
ted ground handling compani-
es on an interim basis. At
Mumbai airport, for instance,
IndoThai Airport Services—a
certified ground handler ope-
rating at nine airports across
India —was appointed within
24 hours of the BCAS order.
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GMR AIRPORTS T0
RAISE 5,000-(R
VIA BOND SALE

New Delhi, July 23: GMR
Airports is considering a
25,000 crore (8579 million)
in Indian currency bond
sale, according to people
familiar with the matter,
in what could be a record
rupee  issuan-ce for
India's second-largest pri-
vate airport operator,

The New Delhi-based
company is considering
to raise the funds through
a note due in 18-months to
three yvears and will use
the proceeds to refinance
existing debt, one of the
people said, asking not to
be identified as the details
are private.

The company is plan-
ning to tap the market as
a cumulative 100-basis-
point reduction by central
bank this wyear brings
down borrowing costs.

Care Ratings last month
upgraded GMR Airports’
loans and bonds to A from
BBB+ and expects the
firm’s business to be sup-
ported by favorable out-
look for the airport sector,

GMR’s  unit Delhi
International Airport is
also planning to issue
21,000 crore worth of bo-
nds. — Bloomberg
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IndiGo’s fleet insurance costs surge 107% amid recent accidents

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Pl

IndiGo's fleet insurance cost
has increased with compan-
ies raising premium by
around 10 per cent.

The rise comes in the
backdrop of several aircraft
accidents including the Air
India Boeing 787 crash in
Ahmedabad last month. This
also comes amid growth in

its fleet and expansion of its
network including Europe.

According to sources, In-
diGo is estimated to have
paid $18-20 million in
premium to renew the cover
for its 400 plus aircraft fleet.
The $20 billion plus cover
has been provided by New
India Assurance as the lead
insurer and Liberry Mutual
as the lead re-insurer. The re-
newed policy will come into
effect on July 28,

IndiGo and New India As-
surance did not respond to
an email query. Liberty Mu-
mal declined comment.

Aircraft insurance policies
cover damage to aircraft
from safety incidents, acci-
dents, war or terrorism. Air-
lines take separate cover for
passenger liabilities and
third party claims. Typically
insurance companies in In-
dia retain 10-15 per cent of
the exposure and reinsure

85-90 per per cent of the
COVET.

Sources say IndiGo has a
clean safety record and min-
imal claims and this has
helped the airline in securing
competitive premium rates
in the past. However, a re-
cent spate of air accidents
may have triggered the hike
In premium.

In June, a London-bound
Air India Boeing 787 crashed
in  Ahmedabad  within

minutes of take-off. The Boe-
ing 787 aircraft was insured
for around $120 million
While the hull loss will be
settled for full, the entire li-
ability for insurers is still
be ascertained.

FATAL ACCIDENTS

The Air India crash was pre-
ceded by fatal accidents in
the US, Korea and Kazakh-
stan. Sources said that post
Covid-19 pandemic aviation

insurance market has largely
remained soft with the ex-
ception of war risk coverage
that has been impacted due
to ongoing conflict between
Russia and Ukraine,

“There are many rein-
surers in the market which
are willing to underwrite
risk. However, post recent
accidents the companies
may be looking at their fu-
Ture exposures more critic-
ally,” said an industry expert.
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IndiGo’s fleet insurance costs surge 107% amid recent accidents

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Pl

IndiGo's fleet insurance cost
has increased with compan-
ies raising premium by
around 10 per cent.

The rise comes in the
backdrop of several aircraft
accidents including the Air
India Boeing 787 crash in
Ahmedabad last month. This
also comes amid growth in

its fleet and expansion of its
network including Europe.

According to sources, In-
diGo is estimated to have
paid $18-20 million in
premium to renew the cover
for its 400 plus aircraft fleet.
The $20 billion plus cover
has been provided by New
India Assurance as the lead
insurer and Liberry Mutual
as the lead re-insurer. The re-
newed policy will come into
effect on July 28,

IndiGo and New India As-
surance did not respond to
an email query. Liberty Mu-
mal declined comment.

Aircraft insurance policies
cover damage to aircraft
from safety incidents, acci-
dents, war or terrorism. Air-
lines take separate cover for
passenger liabilities and
third party claims. Typically
insurance companies in In-
dia retain 10-15 per cent of
the exposure and reinsure

85-90 per per cent of the
COVET.

Sources say IndiGo has a
clean safety record and min-
imal claims and this has
helped the airline in securing
competitive premium rates
in the past. However, a re-
cent spate of air accidents
may have triggered the hike
In premium.

In June, a London-bound
Air India Boeing 787 crashed
in  Ahmedabad  within

minutes of take-off. The Boe-
ing 787 aircraft was insured
for around $120 million
While the hull loss will be
settled for full, the entire li-
ability for insurers is still
be ascertained.

FATAL ACCIDENTS

The Air India crash was pre-
ceded by fatal accidents in
the US, Korea and Kazakh-
stan. Sources said that post
Covid-19 pandemic aviation

insurance market has largely
remained soft with the ex-
ception of war risk coverage
that has been impacted due
to ongoing conflict between
Russia and Ukraine,

“There are many rein-
surers in the market which
are willing to underwrite
risk. However, post recent
accidents the companies
may be looking at their fu-
Ture exposures more critic-
ally,” said an industry expert.
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Air India incurs loss of
10,859 crorein FY25

50 .o
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air Indis suffered a consolid-
ated net loss of T10,859 crore
in F¥25, Tata Sons annual re-
port showed. The airline re-
gistered a revenue of T78,636
crare in the period.

Thiz was the first annual
result after consolidation of
four Tata p airlines into
two: Air India and Air India

5.

While the airline is among
top revenue generators for
the Tata group, it was the
biggest loss makerin FY25.

On a standalone basis Air
India ({combined with
Vistara) registered a revenue
of 161,080 crore and net loss
of T3,976 crore. It's no-flls
subsidiary Air India Express
{combined with AirAsia In-
dia) made 5678 crore loss
on a revenue of 716,033
crare.

The standalone results do
not include results of the air-
line"s subsidiaries and joint
Ventures.

Sources said Air India’s
financial results reflect it's
ongoi transformation
which resulted in fleet
addition, network rejig, im-
proved sales and distribution

gnd commercial partner-
ships. However there has
alse been higher costs asso-
ciated with maintenance and
upkeep of aircraft.

Sources added that Air In-
dia’s standalone losses re-
duced by 21 per cent com-
pared to FY24 while it's
revermie grew by 13.5 per
cent due to capacity
sion. Loss on a standalone
basis has halved compared 1o
2023,

Air India Express’ loss has
widened as it scaled up from
u 28-aircraft airline (prior to
AirAsia meTger) to over 100
mireraft now. This has in-
cluded addition of over 50
Boeing 737 Max aircraft.

FOREX IMPACT
Sources pointed oot that
while Air India Express in-
curs lease remtal costs, the
sale and lease back gains are
booked by Air India which
has placed the order for Boe-
ing aircraft, Air India Ex-
5 was impacted by mark
Elfc:mkct JusF::s due to ad-
verse  foreign  exchange
movement. “With better
revenle management prac-
tices and phase out of older
planes Air India Express res-
ults toowill improve. ., said
an Air India source.
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Domestic air
traffic rises to
1.36 cr passengers
in June: DGCA
1

Press Trust of India
Mo Diedhi

Indizn airlines carried more
than 1.36 crore passengers in
June, higher than the year-
agro period, according to offi-
cial data relessed on
Thursday. The number of
passengers Hown by the car-
riers was 3 per cent more in
June compared to 1.32 crore
inMay.

IndiGo's market share
dipped to 4.5 per cent in
June from 646 per cent in
May, while that of Air India
Group rose to 27.1 per cent
lzst month compared to 26.5
per cent in May. Last manth,
the market share of Akasa Air
remained unchanged at 5.3
per cent, while that of Spice-
Jet declined to 1.9 per cent
from 2.4 per cent in May.

“Passengers carried by dio-
mestic airlines during Janu-
ary-Tune 2025 were 351,74
lakh as inst 793.48 kakh
during Emmm:spundmg
period of I:hf previous vear,
L'hr.n:h\ IStering an En-

of 7.34 per cent
a.n.dumnn.ﬂll} growth of 3.02
per cent,” the Directorate
General of Civil AAation
{DMGCA} said in its report.
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DGCA showcause notices
to A-Tfor ‘serious’ breaches

Regulator points to training lapses, rest norm

violations, and opera
DIEFREPRTIL
v (il Jo fulby

Thie Direcsorere Crensrml of CIvL Avianion
{DOCA) on Wednesday [uly 230 Esusd
Doy showvcanse nodices o Alr Bncia over
repeared viokiions of cahin crew deploy
men, Ieining lapses, nest Lagioms
anal opemtional mlﬂﬂ |mumrm:|I
e Tlzhr salesy.

The regulareds s held muokiple sen
lor eerinives aconurmabie, and ssked the
alrline to explain why enforeement as
thoin shiesld noe be inhiased.

The DiGiTA has given the alrine 1425
days o regpond. The regulator will po
cevdd with enfisrcensen actlon tesed on
svallabe evidence I Alr Indis Bills wo
reply o the norices.

The CnlC EmEIN ACTon Comes weeks
after the Al crnshy i Aboveslshad o
Jure 11 wherein 260 peogile were ldlisd.

Dt of the nostloes was based om Alr
Inatla’s wolumary disclosurs datesd June
a0, wikch revealed thae the alsine oper:
ated fourulem long: renge S o Apell
End May, with fewer cmbin crew
miszsiers tham the ¢ minimurs
af 5. Om Tlghes Al and ANGS oo Apedl
r.only rand b orew hers were de

il oversight

Fresh troubles

D of Ehe notices revealed B
sriire operatad long-range fighis.
with fewer cabin ;w i[ger"hg'.

wiThi second notice flagged thres
separabe vinkitions imvkang cbin
o oparating fights without walid
competancy @il

w Tha third potice kcted 13 nstances
of training-redated Goces moling
it

m Th fourth notics rlated to three
windations i crew duby and weokly
IR ML NG TS

= DGOA hak gheen e arling 5 o TS
days to responed

ployed, respectively. On Aqoil 28 Almsa
had 14 crew, and on blay 2, Alos flew
with cnly 12 These Rlghes vidmed nles
the deal with crew's Entlgne ek manage
mismt The DOCA held the alsline's Dipes-
1o ol Calhdes Sadery pes| aide forchese

"Bty P i CE FERPEREIIS &
serlva beench amd mises concems
sbout the salery management anid oper
atinnal pvarsight " the DOCA stated I
the s moie.

A gacond nonlce, based o 2 disclo
wure demed fune 71, fligged thies snaeme
vinkarione ivodving coinls crew opeating
Highes withare valld competency canls.
One crew mesmvher flew onApi] soand 1
despire 8 lapeed cemifesnion, while
snorher serverd on mulipie Sghis be
vween Febrmary and May under sirilar
condElone, aowt &t operared 2 flight
on December 1, a4, aher deploying s
emergency slide, which disgualifies
them from flying withoor endergoing &
reqpualifcarion process. The regulamr
hield thee Chiel of Safiery amd Training

AL AU e,
WTen asked abom these motices, Alr

Iradla spokesperson sald, "We scknowl
adge mcelpt of these mothces pelmed to
cemaln vohinmry dischauess that were
msde cver the list one year. We will re
wpond 1o the sald podces wikhin the
=l ke perind. We remads commisied
i the sdeny of our ceew anid passengem.”

The thind nothes fam the DGCA
limed 19 tngances of wraisdng-relmed
Ispais Lrrenviesg pllaes. These Inelided
5 Iy gap berween shmuslams orain
Ing and & rebemse chazk, PREmaTre i
leake of pilos before comspleting
required sesshons, end musliple viol
arlons of pighr opersion. cesanee.
The [ireceor of Tralniesg was called o
Tor Ealling 10 ensire complances wit
IERiming evercghr mechanisms.

The foumty notice nelaned oo thees in
Eunces of crew Gy anid wesidy rea
reqaliemenss, reponed by the sirling
Iszifon Sune 1m, Twoad the beenches oc-
cureed on fuie 24 2024, aiudone-on June
3. 2625 These were found - oonrmvens

hat gowerms etew [orlge and
heauig

Govi: 12 A pilots
reported sickina
day after crash

Adr Endis winsssced a "minos incTease”
in sick legves repormed by plles across
s Deet in che aftemach of the Abnse
dabad plane crsh, with 12 piloes Te-
el g ok s & single dary o Jume 16
arermiing o Uhe SOVETIEMERL

In eesponse oo & Lok Sabha
misEnier s query on whezher Alr indls
lias been experiencing mas sick re
Joaringg bey s lighe crew members, fol
lerwiing the crash, Mindser of Stare Tor
Cvill Avimlon Muslidhar Mohol oo

salid theere has Been o mino
increase imsick Jeoves reported by pi
loms, andl B MATTY a5 51 commandens
reparted sick on June s&

"Alr Endls repormed 8 minor in
crease bn slck leaves reported by pllos
scviss all Beers in che afiemmarh of che
Al-a71 sccident. D Jane 16, 0% &
tomal of 5 pllots repored sick, oom
prising of 51 Commanders (PL and 41
First Dflcees (Pl the mdnisier sald n
Ewrien reply

The Direcinmte General of Civil
Axlai on’s (TGO A medicsl circular, [s
s I February 3o, had adviesd sle
liness so Bave o separste, standabone
s cust omised rabning capsude for
the Mghs crewfATODs |adr ieaffic
connirollers) ro recogndse snd mansge
the ndverse effects of menial health
onndirions Ll

Airlines reported 183
technical defects in
aircraftdll July 2

Five Indlen alilines repaned 133 isch
nical disfects ln thelr aleceafy @ che
DGO this year 1 July 20, inchiling
B by Alr I, Geoap, accoeding mothe
povernment. bnd o amd Alcsa Al re-
pouted &2 and 28 techiical Gefecns.
spectivedy, while Splcefer repormed
E defercts, a5 per dma shaesd by the
civll aviadon minkstry In 4 wriles
reply 1o the Lok Sahha on Thursdey
Adr Inidls end Alr India Expies 1o

getluer reponed 85 vachmical defects
resperzively. o
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Aeromexico plane nearly
lands on Boeing at airport

AGEMCIES

MEXICO

Two planes nearly collided
on the runway in Mexico
City on Monday, as an
AeroMéxico regional jel
roming in for landing fAew
over and touched down in
[romt of a Delta Air Lines
Borcing 737 jet already be-
ginning to take off.

Delta Flight 590 was
starting to roll down the
runway at Aeropuerto In-
ternacional Benito Juirez
with 144 customers and six
crew members on hoard
when the pilots saw an-
other plane land directly i
fromt of it, the aidine said in
a statement,

Flight tracking websile
Hlightradar 24 shows Aero-
MéxicoConnect flight 1631,
an Embraer 190 regional
jet, flew less than 200 fect
over the moving Delta
plane then landed in front
of them on rumvay SH.

The pilats stopped the
toakeofl and returned Lo the

terminal. The plane eveniu-

ally took off on its Right to
Atlanta about three hours
loutes,

Delta said it reported the
incident to Mexican avia-
tion authorities, as well as
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and Mational
Transportation Safety
Board i the United Stades.

“Dietta will fally cooper-
ate with authorities as the
circumstances around this
Right are investizated,” the
airline said in a statement.
“We appreciate the [ight
crew's actions to maintain
situational awareness and
act guickly - partof Delta'’s
exlensive raining. "

ArroMeéxicoand the Mex-
ican civil aviation author-
ity didl not immediately re-
spond o CNNS request for
comment.

Mexicos aviation safety
rating was downgraded
hy the FAA in May 200
for non-compliance with
minimum international
safety standards. The top
leve] “category one” status
was restored in Seplem-
ber of 2023 afier, “the FAA
provided expertise and re-
sources via technical assis-
tance o resolae the safety
iszues that bed to the down-
grade,” the agency said at
the Hme.
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Diu-bound IndiGo flight aborts takeoff after flame-out warning

AHMEDABAD, DHNS: A Diu-
bound Indigo flight from
Ahmedabad carrying around
60 passengersand crew mem-
bers aborted takeoff after
the pilot detected a flame out
warning.

The airline, in a statement,
said that the flight was can-
celled after the aircraft devel-
opeda “technical snag”.

According to sources, the
IndiGo flight 6E7966 began
its takeoff roll when the pilot
declared a “Mayday, Mayday”
to air traffic control. The take-
off was immediately aborted

The alrcraft wasin the
takeoff roll phase when the
pilot decided tostop itonthe

runway.pr

following the distress call.
Sources said that the air-
craft, ATR76, was to takeoff

at 11 am from the Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport. They said that the
flight was immediately evacu-
ated after the pilot sent “engine
one flame-out warning”,

All the passengers and crew
members are safe.

The aircraft will undergo
necessary checks and mainte-
nance before resuming opera-
tions, the airline said.

Further, IndiGo said it will
accommodate the passengers
in the next available flight
or will provide a full refund
against cancellation, as per

their preference.

Theterrifying news comesa
month after Air India’s Ahmed-
abad to London flight crashed
into the BJ Medical College
compound on June 12, killing
241 passengers on board and
19 on the ground.

A preliminary report on the
crash stated that the fuel sup-
ply to both engines stopped
three secondsafter the take-off
as fuel cut-off switches transi-
tioned from ‘RUN’ to ‘CUT-
OFF’ in less than a second,
resulting in the crash.

(With PTI inputs)
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Al Operated Flights in Violation of

Pilot Rest, Training Rules: DGCA

Will reply to showcause notices; committed to safety: Airline

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has slammed Air India over mul-
tiple violations of pilot rest rules,
insufficient training, and deploy-
ing inadeguate cabin crow on ult-
ra-long haul Nights.

Documents reviewed by ET sho-
wed thecivil aviation regulator i=
sued at least four showeause noti-
ces to the Tata Group aicline after
these violations came to light.

While Air India voluntarily re-
ported the wviolations to the
DGCA, they were done just 2 days
priartothe regulator's inspection
of Air India'’s records as part of
anannual surveillance of the car-
rier's main base in New Delhi.

Inoneof the instances, three Air
India pilots operated aircraft be-
vond the mandated weekly duty
hours. The repulator asked Alr
India’s head of operations Pankul
Mathur toexplain the lapse.

The regulator had earlier as-
ked Alr India to terminate the
head of operations control cent-

re and two other senior executi-
ves after finding that the airline
had aperated two flights on the
Bengaluru-London route where
the pilots excesded the stipula-
ted duty limitof 10hours.

In another case, two Air India pi-
lots underwent simulator trai-
ning but did not start Nving wit-
hin the prescribed time limit, a
lapse that re-
quires
them to
undergn
training aga-
in. While in another ca-
se, 17 pilots flew fights in and out
of Kathmandi without mandato-
ry training,

Operating out of airports like
Kathmandu, situated in hilly are-
as, reguires pilots to undergo ex-
tratrainingasthere can be lack of
navigational aids, inadequate en-
route weather information, and
sudden weather chanpes,

“Despite repeated warnings and
enforcement actions in the past,
these violations demonstrated a
continuing failure to implement
effectiveiraining governance and

3 ;,'-ﬂh.p%

compliance monitoring mecha-
nisms. This constitutes a serious
safety and regulatory concern,” a
DGCA official wrote inthe notice.
In another instance, the aidine
operated flights to North America
without adequate cabin crew The-
se flights were operated soon after
the Pahalgam terror attack follo-
wing which Pakistan had shut its
airspace for Indian carriers
increasing

flight time for flights botween In-
dia and North America.

“We acknowledge receipt of the-
senotices from the regulator rela-
ted to certain voluntary disclosu-
res that were made over the last
one year by Air India,"” an Air In-
dia spokesperson said. “We will
respand to the said notices within
the stipulated period. We remain
committed to the safety of our
crew and passengers.”

Minor Increasein
Pilot Sick Leaves:
MoS in Lok Sabha

Mew Delhi Air Indla witnessed
a"minor increase” in sick
leaves reported by pilots
across its Meet in the aftermath
of the Ahmedabad plane crash,
with 112 pilots reporting sick
inasingie day on June 16,
according to the government.
Inresponse toa Lok Sabha
member’s query on whether
Air India has been experi-
encing mass sick reporting by
its flight crew members,
following the crash,

Minister of State for Clvil
Aviation Murlidhar Moholon
Thursday said there has beena
minar increase in sick leaves
reparted by pilots, and as
many as 51 commanders
reported sick on June 16.
—0ur Bureau
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Al Tata group’s top loss generator;
FY25 figure up 48% toX10.8K cr

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, July 24

TATA GROUP-CONTROLLED
AirIndia’s consolidated losses
surged 4 8% year-on-year in
EY25 to %10,859 crore,
notwithstanding the
improved seat occupancies
and growth in capacity,accord-
ingtodisclosuresmadeby Tata
Sons. Revenue, including that of
Alr India Express, increased
18% y-o-y to ¥78,636 crore
during the same year.

While theairline entity was
the biggest revenue generator
for Tata Sons during FY25
among the unlisted compa-
nies,itwasalsothebiggest loss
maker within the Tata Group,
includingthe listed entities.

Air India’s staggering loss
exceeds theestimateof 54 00-
600 million, according to
research and consultancy
company CAPA India for the
entireaviation market of India
for FY25.IndiGo, the country’s
biggest airline, closed the
same year with a profit of
¥7,258 crore.

Air India, the former flag
carrier, was acquired by the
Tata Group in January 2022
from the government. Vistara,
a joint venture between Tata
Sons and Singapore Airlines,

Al TRACKER

Minor rise in pilots
leaves post crash

AIR INDIAWITNESSED a minor
increase in sick leaves
reported by pilots across all
its fleets in the aftermath of
the Ahmedabad plane crash
that killed 240 people last
month. Inresponsetoa Lok
Sabha member’s query, MoS
for Civil Aviation Mudidhar
Mohol said there has been a
minorincrease in sick leaves
by pilots, and as many as 51
commanders reported sick
onlJune 14. -PTI

Al Express flight
aborted in Delhi

AMUMBAI-BOUND AIR India
Express plane, with around
140 passengers onboard,
aborted takeoffdue to a
technical snag at the Delhi
airport on Wednesday
evening, according to a
source. An Air india Express
spokesperson said the crew
of the airline’s one of the
flights from Delhi elected to
reject takeoff, prioritising
safety following a minor
technical issue.

-PTI

85 glitches till
July 21 this year

FIVE INDIAMN AIRLINES
reported 183 technical
deferts in their aireaft tnthe

NANCIAL EXPRESS i

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77820964

REALD TO LEAD

RED FLAG

m Air India's staggering loss exceeds

estimates by CAPA India

= Revenue, which includes that of Air

India Express, increased 18%
y-o-yto ¥78,636 crore

B Tata Sons and Singapore Airlines
pumped ¥9,558 crore into Air

India to meet its capex
requirements in FY25

B The carrier aims to have a market share of 30% by
2027 in the domestic aviation segment

was merged into Air India sev-
eral months ago.

TataSonsand SingaporeAir-
lines pumped ¥9,558 crore into
Air India to meet its capital
expenditure  requirements.
WhileTata Sonsinvested $3,225
crore, Singapore Airlines put in
6,333 crore during FY25.

AirIndia Express and AirA-
sia India too got merged
paving the way for the Tata
Group to have one full-service
carrier and a low-cost carrier.
With themergers and addition
of new aircraft, the Air India
Group has a fleet size of more
than 300 aircraft.

From 24% recorded in
September 20212, Air India
Group’s (including Air India
Express) domestic market

share increased to 26.5% by
the end of May 2025, accord-
ing to data supplied by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA). The firm
aims tohave a market share of
30% by 2027 in the domestic
aviation segment.

A total of 570 Boeing and
Airbus aircraft have been
ordered by Air India since the
start of Vihaan. Al, its five year
long transformational plan.

During FY 25, the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
approved the composite
scheme of arrangement
amongstAirindia,Talace, Tata
S1A Airlines and their respec-
tive shareholders.

As per the scheme, Tata
Sonswas allotted 34. 38 billion

fully paid equity shares of Air
Indiaforequityand preference
shares held of Talaceand 13.02
billion fully paid equity shares
of Air India for equity shares
held ofTata SIA Airlines.
Consequently,the firmdere-
cognised equity/preference
sharesof Talace Privateand Tata
SIAAirlinesand recognised new
equity shares of Air India at the
costrepresented by the aggre-
gate historic cost of equity and
preterence shares of Talace Pri-
vate and TataSIAAirlines.
During the year, upon
request by Tata Sons, prefer-
ence shares held of Air India
were converted into 14,44 bil-
lion equityshares of AirIndiain
accordance with the terms of
issueof the preference shares.

Four showcause notices
to Air India by regulator

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, July 24

AVIATION REGULATORDGCA
has issued four showcause
notices to Air India forvarious
violationsrelated to cabin crew
restand dutynorms,cabin crew
training rules and operational
procedures, amonth after the
airline made certain voluntary
disclosures to the watchdog,
sources said on Thursday.

The show cause notices
were issued on July 23 on the
basis of voluntary disclosures
made by the airline to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on June 20
and 21,the sources told FTT.

“We acknowledge receipt of
these notices from the regula-
torrelated to certain voluntary
disclosures thatwere made over
thelastoneyearbyAirindia. We
will respond to the said notices
within the stipulated period.We
remain committed to thesafety
of our crew and passengers,”an
Air India spokesperson said.

Three show cause notices
have been issued based on the
voluntary disclosures made by
Air India on June 20, including
violations of cabin crew duty
and rest regulations with
respecttoat least fourultralong
haul flights — two operated on
April 27 and one each on April

25 July 2025

SAFETY VIOLATIONS m There were also
violations in crew

m The notices were training and

issued onluly 23 SNSITMRSNRWENEEN  operational

on the basis of iesud basad o procedure

voluntary violations of cabin =

disclosures crew dutyand B One of DGCA

made by the rest regulations notices pertainsto

airline to DGCA violations of flight
duty period/
weekly rest

28 and May 2, the sources said.
According to the sources,
there were also violations in
crew training and operational
procedure in relation to at least
four flights, including those
operatedon July 26,2024, Octo-
ber9,2024 and April 22,2025,
One ofthe DGCA show cause
notices pertains to violations of
flight duty period/ weekly rest
violationswith respectto flights
operated on June 24, 2024, and
June 13,2025, theyadded.
Anothershowcause notice,
based on airline’s voluntary
disclosuresmadeon June 21, is
about three instances of viola-
tions in cabin crew training
and operational procedures.
These violations happened
in some of the flights operated

AR 1IMDIA

on April 10-11, February 16-
May 19 and December 1,2024.

In recent times, Air India
has come underthe regulatory
scannerfor certain violations.

Air traffic rises to
13.6 mn in June

Indian airlines carried
more than 13.6 million pas-
sengers in June, higherthan
the year-ago period. The
number of passengers flown
by the carriers was 3% more
in June compared to 13.2 mil-
lion in May. IndiGo’s market
share dipped to 64.5% in
June from 64.6% in May,
while that of Air India Group
rose to 27.1% last month
compared to 26.5% in May.

&
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Doha Air India
Express ﬂlght
returns midway

_sl N ?Z'_

A Calicut-Doha Air India
Express flight was forced to
return to the Calicut Inte-
rnaticnal Airport on ‘We-
dnesday morning after a
mid-air  technical  issue
emerged shortly after tak-
e-off. The flight, which de-
parted at %07 a. m., landed
back safely at 1112 a. m., ac-
cording to airport officials
All passengers were rep-
orted safe and were deb-
oarded without incident
Flight IX 373 had just begun
its international journey to
Doha when the cockpit crew
alerted ground control of an
sbnormality,. The issue, as
later confirmed by airport
sources, was linked to a
malfunction in the cabin’s air
conditioning svstem.

The captain followed st-
andard operating procedure
and made the decision to
turn the aircraft around as a
precaution.

The aircraft, a Boeing
737-800, underwent a tec-
hnical inspection shortly
after landing. Maintenance
teams were dispatched to
assess and rectify the issue
A standby aircraft was being
arranged to accommodate
the affected passengers. As
of late afternoon, airline
officials were still working to
recrganise the travel plans
for those booked on the di-

srupted flight, with priority
being given to those on ti-
me-sensitive travel,

Flight disruption data
from Calicut airport showed
no additional delavs to other
international  departures,
indicating the technical fault
was contained and did not
escalate into a broader op-
erational  issue. However,
PASSENgEr ACCOUNTS  SUE-
gested that the cabin tem-
perature had become un-
usually warm, prompting
concerns mid-flight. Some
travellers reportedly alerted
the cabin crew, who then
reloved the situation to the
cockpit.

Air India Express did not
publicly disclose the nu-
mber of passengers aboard
the flight at the time of the
incident. However, the air-
craft's configuration typi-

carries around

cally
passengers. The airline is
expected to initiate a full

180

investigation  in  collab-
oration with the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation to
determine the root cause of
the malfunction and ensure
that protocols were foll-
owed.

The development comes
amid a broader push within
India’s aviation sector to
enhance safety owversight
and regulatory compliance.
Technical snags, though not
UNCOMMON, are attracting
greater scruting from both
regulators and passengers as
carriers  increase  intern-
ational operations

Air India Express, a wh-
olly owned subsidiary of Air
India. primarily serves the
short-haul international
market.



AIRPUH ISAUT HOF’ITY L?F iHLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI Zb JULY J0Z5

R sl fen
Secideli R lfcd
Hag, v e 7
Eﬁ'?IIEFTl?E?'ER?W'E
AR, T HAEE], W
frt A afrares et |
e SETer o (o7 1 R
A e A e
R A 20 3117 21 A F
SEE & HEY T T o1,
o aR W 23 JEE F
A At fap | e e o
g = g, o6 s A
Hea e ® M muE TR
EECHEL R PEFE R ECiR]
1 S B 20 3 i R
AR F AR W R
AT e A R T E |



3 - ST It isEam

AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHT 28 JULY 2025

forreti & 183 Tl digEed |

¢ el 1 Sl 3 TR < TRR @ e T o R
GRS 39 WA 21 Sfed o e e 4 183 deie e
1 e At o 4 2 ) 5o v 3R et as i) w
i & 1 A 3 wEE BN a8 U ffn 39 3
ey i) & AR, afh afv R v A By 62 3R 28
T T W1 e &), Tl WEEAE A g a8 gE A



AiRPL}H ISAUT HOF?IT‘I' UF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN

DELHI

20 WJULY 2085

QR SSATTRINA R BRAS

=% ferwedt, watelt | AT 33
Teieaer ( S=1aT ) = T
Shean T o fEenE 22
AR I A F | T,
320" WA dau 3=
A T W WeE 4 o
e

o UATEE A I U320’
fm | = =9 W fumaEn
( T ey ey ST i )
wadag e w1 weE T8
T | A IFH T E:F |
Qe HEE 4 w9E
AT T WEES # ufem

Achelich! RTall o BRI el 331

el #aTd 3§ U g I ) Hag 1 il 1T 3 v @
U feHH AT T & SR 32F T W A | e 9 i 160
T HER A | TR e UaEiE o e - g @ el 4 @ Ee
e faWA & T &t A HHE ABAID] 15981 & SR FE B
mrafEsT &d BY T8 =1 R ol 0 T | (w20’ fane 9 e
@it T aTelt 59 38 4 didite B i 3 gefi aeaE B g9 g
TP A =t an s A, B SR oEee 3 E R e

ECICE A Cls e T e
TR 1 1.5 7R B e
2 % Ay = v o,

AT S W T 30 AN
e 1 famig 22 o w3
Tz B = 7 2 18 9
T TFE I a9 H EER
T & 5 v ifem vemw
‘AR U320’ FH R T
o A W A A e T



AIRPUR 'SAUT HORITY QOF lNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHT 2b JULY 202Z2b

olfS 91 b GRIe EMIch
o1 farre § 3mer ol

ﬂﬁﬁqﬂ?ﬁlw%amﬁr#ﬂ
o T S ST TR
U_TIH’IHHH"_JT‘WFFEF'HTET
FHEATIE 1 T EIEHI
wmwzmmw
TEAT HA 42 ] 317 F T
TE T A |

Ty T A S
A, ﬂﬁW"f‘F’-ﬁW
2 et e e -
A | T B ErFr
F R g | T

% o fereeres = v o fenar=y
T2 FE F AR
WA + e o 58 fame

m Uqaiafeda42
Bl AR, e P
AR I

e g2 e e v o
= i e & g i
U TR T e e
Hifedt F Tan =0 9w ¢
hirﬁ'ﬁmﬁamqwnhﬁf
B R TR E Y T T R

nﬁ-c& % ot m SAATET:
T g T 4 W e
Wmmﬁw
T | =9, Tt s
Rl o T
AT e I T e |



&IRPUHFSAUIH Ft’lT Y UF iNUi.&.

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU DELHI =0 L B

H.P. CM seeks Central aid to
boost State’s aviation sector

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Wednesday urged the Centre to
eapedite the pxecution of matters surrounding
the State’s civil aviation sector, In a letter to Union
Minister of Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan
MNaidu, Mr. Sukhu requested the Ministry to
recommend the proposed expansion of the
Kangra airport for special central assistance. The
Chief Minister also urged the Ministry to provide a
second apron at Shimla airport suitable for
operations of ATRE 42/600 type of aircrafit, which,
he asserted, would go a long way in increasing
Might operations at the airport.
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DGCA issues four
notices to Air India
for safety violations

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued four show-cause
notices to Air India over 29
violations, including non-
compliance with crew rest
norms, under-deployment
of cabin crew on ultra long-
haul flights, and lapses in
pilot and crew training.
The notices also flagged
unresolved “systemic is-
sues” and deficiencies in
“safety management” des-
pite previous regulatory
interventions.

A total of 19 violations
pertain to violations in pi-
lot training and the time-
lines within which they
have to complete refresher
training programme where
pilots operate commercial
flights under the guidance
of an instructor. These
were observed for a 12-
month period from July
2024 to June 2025.

The Hindu has reviewed
the show-cause notices,
obtained through industry
sources. The violations
were voluntarily disclosed
by Air India.

Three violations con-
cerning weekly rest pe-
riods for one first officer
and two captains were re-
corded between June 2024
and June 2025.

“In its show-cause notic-
es, the regulator has said
that despite repeated
warnings and enforcement
action for non-compliance
in the past, systemic issues
related to compliance
monitoring, crew plan-
ning, and training gover-
nance remain unresolved,”
an official said.

The DGCA has given Air
India 14 days to respond to
the notices.

An Air India spokesper-
son said in a statement,
“...We will respond to the
said notices within the stip-
ulated period.”
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‘Minor' increase in sick leaves
by Air India pilots since crash

There was a “minor increase™ in sick leaves by
Adr India pilots in the aftermath of the June 12 Air
India crash, the government informed
Parliament on Thursday. *Air India reported a
minor increase in sick leaves by pilots across all
fleets in the aftermath of the AI-I71 accident.”
Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol informed the Lok Sabha. He was
responding toa question from BIP MI® Jai Prakash
on whether there was mass sick leave by airline's
crew after the crash. The Minister provided data
for June 16, four days after the crash, and said 112
pilots reported sick. These included 52
Commanders and 61 First Officers.
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DGCA issues 4 show
cause notices to Al

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation
regulator on Wednesday issued
four show cause notices to Air
India for multiple violations of
operational procedures and
regulations on training cabin
crew and managing their duty
hours.

The four notices were issued
by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Wednesday, following the air-
line’s voluntary reporting of the
violations on June 20 and 21.

Air India said ina statement
it would respond to the notices
within the stipulated two-week
period. "We acknowledge
receipt of these notices from
the regulator related to certain
voluntary disclosures that
were made over the last one
year by Air India. We will
respond to the said notices
within the stipulated period.
We remain committed to the

Govt: 112 Al pilots
took sick leave
days after crash

NEW DELHI: At least 112
Air India pilots reported
sick four days after the
airline’s Ahmedabad-
Gatwick flight crashed,
killing 260 people, the
government told Parlia-
ment on Thursday. On
average, Air India —
which has an estimated
1,700 pilots — sees close
to 50 of them report in
sick on a daily basis, a
person aware of the mat-
ter said. PR

safety of our crew and passen-
gers,” the statement said.

The airline has been given
two weeks to respond to the
notices.

continuedon 52

Under-lens Air India

gets four show cause
notices from DGCA

-CONTINUED FROM FRONT FLAP

In all, the airline had
reported 25 violations of
norms.

The violations of rules relat-
ing to the crew’s duty and rest
period, the notice stated, was in
connection with flights oper-
ated on June 24, 2024, and June
15, 2025.

Another notice was issued
following a voluntary disclo-
sure on June 21 that reported
three violations in cabin crew
training and operational proce-
dures. These were related to
flights on December 1, April 10
and 11,2024, and May 16 and 19,
2025.

Air India has been facing
enhanced scrutiny after one of
its Boeing 787 Dreamliners
crashed on June 12 after takeoff
from Ahmedabad airport kill-
ing 260 people.

The government has started
holding direct meetings with
the Air India management amid
concern over safety incidents
and has ordered the carrier to
maintain the highest safety
standards, The first such meet-
ing was held on Wednesday.

Earlier this week, an Air India
aircraft caught fire at Delhi air-
port after landing from Hong

THENOTICES WERE
ISSUED FOR BREACH
OF OPERATIONAL
PROCEDURES,
NORMS ON
TRAINING CREW
AND MANAGING
THEIR DUTY HOURS

Kong, a Kolkata-bound flight
aborted its takeoff due to techni-
cal issues, and a Kochi-Mumbai
flight veered off the runway
while landing in heavy rain.

The Boeing 787 crash
marked one ofaviation's dead-
liest tragedies in recent years
and prompted comprehensive
safety reviews.

A preliminary report by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Board (AAIB) has identified
that the fuel control switches
were set to cut off during take-
off. Why the switches were
flipped, or by whom, is now at
the heart of the probe. Since
that incident, at least 15 other
operational issues and serious
incidents have been reported
involving Air India and its low-
cost service arm Air India
Express.
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112 Al pilots took sick leave 4 days after crash

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least 112 Air India
pilots reported sick four days
after the airline’'s Ahmedabad-
Gatwick flight crashed 33 sec-
onds after taking off, killing all
but one of the 242 people on
board and another 19 people on
the ground, the government told
Parliament on Thursday.

On average, Air India —which
has an estimated 1,700 pilots —
sees close to 50 of them report in
sick on a daily basis, a person
aware of the matter said, asking
not to be named. The govern-
ment said the airline reported a
“minor increase” in sick leaves
after the June 12 crash.

“Air India reported a minor

increase in sick leaves reported
by pilots across all fleets in the
aftermath of the Al-171 accident.
0On 16.06.202, a total of 112 pilots
reported sick, comprising 51
commanders (P1) and 61 first
officers (P2),” said minister of
state for civil aviation Murlidhar
Mohol in a written reply.

He was responding to BJP MP
Jai Prakash, whether it is a fact
that in the aftermath of the Air
India-171 crash, Air India has
been experiencing mass sick
reporting by its flight crew mem-
bers; whether the Government
has taken remedial measures
such as holding post-trauma
mental health workshops to mit-
igate their stress.

The airline official cited above
added that there had been an

increase in pilots reporting they
were unwell the day after the
incident. “The spike was very
minor in the beginning and it
peaked on June 16,” this person
added. “DGCA has already
issued a medical circular regard-
ing mental health of {light crews
and air traffic controllers
(ATCOs) on 22 Feb 2023, which
lays down guidelines for opera-
tors (scheduled and non-sched-
uled) and DGCA-empanelled
medical examiners,” Mohol said.

He added that the guidelines
include “quick and effective
methods to assess mental health
that can easily be performed by
the DGCA-empanelled medical
examiners during the Class 1/2/3
medical examination.”

The government has also

introduced a standalone, cus-
tomised training capsule for
flight crew and ATCOs to help
manage the adverse effects of
mental health conditions, it
stated, the written reply added.

“Additionally, on mental
health monitoring, the organisa-
tions (scheduled and non-sched-
uled operators, FTOs and AAI
(Airports Authority of India)
were also advised to have a Peer
Support Programme (PSP) in
place for their employees. The
organisations are required to
cnable, facilitate and ensure
access to this proactive and non-
punitive programme that will
assist and support flight crew/
ATCOs in recognising, coping
with and overcoming any prob-
lem,” the minister said.
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Govt pulls up Air India over rising safety issues

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
has begun holding direct meet-
ings with Air India manage-
ment amid mounting safety
incidents, ordering the carrier
to maintain the highest safety
standards while setting a
month-long timeline for reas-
sessing its operations.

The first such meeting was
held on Wednesday, in the
midst of week in which an Air
India aircraft caught fire at
Delhi airpert after landing from
Hong Kong, a Kolkata-bound
flight aborted takeoff due to
technical issues, and a Kochi-
Mumbai flight veered off the
runway during landing in heavy
rain.

According to one of these
people, the “first meeting was
held this evening where the air-
line gave a detailed explanation
of their efforts towards main-
taining safety”.

The discussions, this person
added, “were held based on the
incidents being reported by Air
India and Air India Express. The
ministry has ordered Air India
to maintain highest level of
safety standards. It will review
the airline’s operations after a
month.”

A second official said addi-
tional meetings are expected to
focus on reviewing recent inci-
dents and discussing fleet main-
tenance protocols.

The direct government inter-
vention comes amid heightened
COMCETTS OVET passenger safety

following the June 12 crash of
Air India Flight 171 that killed
260 people and a subsequent
surge in technical incidents
affecting the Tata-owned car-
rier.

“The outcome of these dis-
cussions will be crucial in
restoring passenger confidence
and ensuring that the airlines
under the Air India group meet
the highest safety benchmarks,”
an official said. The Boeing 787
crash marked one of aviation's
deadliest tragedies in recent
years and prompted compre-
hensive safety reviews. A pre-
liminary report by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Board
(AAIB) has identified fuel con-
trol switches during set to cutoff
during takeoff as the main
cause of the crash.

A firefighter stands next to the Air India jet that crashed in

Ahmedabad on June 12. REUTERS/ FILE PHOTO
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SC rejects Maran’s 1,323 cr
damages plea against SpiceJet

Krishna Yadav

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday dismissed
a plea filed by Kalanithi Maran
and KAL Airways challenging a
Delhi High Court order that
had rejected their claim seek-
ing 1,323 crore in damages
from SpiceJet.

A bench of Justices P. S. Nar-
asimha and Atul S. Chandurkar
refused to interfere with the
high court's decision.

Spicelet shares shot up
nearly 7% in noon trading post
the apex court’s decision, and
we at ¥40.71 apiece on BSE. The
Sensex was up 0.42%.

Maran and KAL Airways had
challenged the Delhi High
Court’s 23 May order that had
dismissed their appeals due to
delays.

The division bench of Justi-
ces C. Hari Shankar and Ajay
Digpaul had refused to con-
done a 55-day delay in filing

SpicelJet shares shot up nearly
7% in noon trading post the
apeX court’s decision. AFP

and a 226-day delay in re-filing
their appeals, calling their con-
duct a “calculated gamble” and
accusing them of deliberately
concealing information from
the court and Spicelet.

Condonation of delay refers
to seeking the court’s permis-
sion to file a case or appeal
after the legal deadline has
lapsed.

Under the Limitation Act,
parties typically have 90 days
to file an appeal from a single
judge’s decision to a division
bench. If they miss this dead-
line, they must explain the
delay to seek condonation,
which the Delhi High Court did
not accept in this case.

In 2015, Maran and KAL Air-
ways transferred their entire
stake in SpiceJet to Ajay Singh
for a nominal ¥2 amid a finan-
cial crisis that had nearly shut
the airline.

As part of the deal, Singh,
who became Spicelet's chair-
man and managing director,
took over liabilities worth
31,500 crore.

Maran and KAL Airways had
also paid 679 crore to Spicelet
for issuing convertible war-
rants and preference shares.
However, these were never
issued under Singh's manage-
ment, prompting Maran to
approach the Delhi High Court
in 2017 seeking a refund.
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DGCA show-cause
notices to A-I for
lapses after voluntary
disclosures by airline

SUKALP SHARMA
HEW DELHLJULY 24

THE DA Pat issied & seres of
show-cause notices o Air India
ower lapses pertaining o nads-
quate cabin arew deployment
mandatory crew rest periods,
and crew Erkining and opera
tional procedures, it is learnt,
Al least four notioes wens is-
sued Wednesday and were based
on valuniary i sl aires lay Adr
India. The regulator hasgiventhe
abrdine 14- 15 days i resprnd,
“We acknowledge receipt of
thste meoices from the reguilator
melated tocermain voluntary dis-
chosures thabwere madeoverthe
lasq contir s by A Tracd i Wi wiilll
respord tothe suid notices within
thesdpulabed period, " an Airlndia
spokesperson said Thursday:
e notiee 5@ ied thet Al lia
operated four ultra-long-haul
Mighes — three inAprl and one in
May — without the adeguate
e b of cabin cree being de-
ployed. thereby Mouting cabin
crew duty and rest regulations
Instead of dw ncesany 15 cabin
crewy members, one lightwasop-
erated with 12, while the other
theee had 14 crew members.each,
“SHuch non-romplance mpreaents

aserious breach of regulkaory me
quirements o raises conoems
abrist the safery manageme nt
and operational aversight within
your oeganizanion,” the DOL Acud
inthe redevant show cause notice

Another nofice cited 19 in-
sanoes of winlations i crew
training and operational proce-
dures snee july 2024, Three of
the lapses pertained to pilots,
while 15 pertained i cabin crow

Another notice pertained 1o
rweHrsEances of b crew e
bers operating Mights without
vitlid competency cards, and one
instance where a cabin orew
rrermber operated a lighi. despie
hiving accidentally deployed an
emengency dide Deployrent of
the licle without being moguined
b e cabun crew memnber from
operating a Might without going
through a regqualification process
Minor rise in sick leave
by Al pilots post-crash

Lo A5 for Civil Aviation
Muridhar Mabal i rdormed the
LS Thursclay that Al saw a minvir
ircrease i sack leaves repoeted by
pilors aommes al its Neat. On June
16, & total of 112 pilots reported
sick, comprising 51 Commanders
and 61 Fast Officers, Mobol sid
in awmimenreply.
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Air India, Tata Digitalamon
group’s top earnersin FY25

Other big earners Tata Power and Titan raked in over 60,000 cr each in revenue last fiscal
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Air India narrows
gap with IndiGo

e
cipat barkafiirvemint.com
FALTAEA)

Ir India has Inched
A choser to Inclia’s largess
abrline, IndiGo, in the

three years since the Taia
Group hrought the nationa-
Hsed carrier back intodes fold.

Alr Indla’s revenue In
2024-25 jumped 15% to
T8, G536 crone firom 166 556 21
crore in FY' 24, after combning
the Anamices of Alr India, Tata
S1A Alrlines Lid, Talace Pvi
Licl—rraldreg the alrline among
thie largest contributors to Tatz
Group's T3 rillion topline in
Fyas,

InaliiGio, wnpreratied by lter-
gobe Aviation”, sew ltsrevenne
rise o BE-ROO8 2 crore in FY25
from T68 0043 crore o the
vear hefore.

Howewer, Alr Incia was the
largest lossmaker for Tata

But Al B atill in hosses while

IndiGo makes profits. ammes

Group In FY25, with iis boss
witlendng to €0 8550 crore from
a combined boss of 17,3563
crome forthe theee related entl-
thesdn FY 24, according o Tata

TURM TO FAGE &

Redaled stovies on Tata

firms’ performance in PT

Air India trims gap with IndiGo

FROM FAGE1

Sons’ latest anmual report

Talace wnd Tata SIA. ar Vis-
tari, were mierged under the
Adr Inilia Banner in FY25. Tal-
ace was o wholly ewmed Tatu
Groap subshcdlary created for
acquiring Alr India from the
Inian government.

After buying backthe airinge
In 2022, Tata Sons chair N.
Chandraseksran hired former
Singapore Alrines executive
Campbell Wilson 1o lead Alr
Il Wilson's 5-year revival
strategy . started in September
2022, Includes refitting old
planes. buying new planes,
Inecreasing Alr Inelia's domestic
maarked shane 10 at beasg 30%,
and excpaniding jts ingermational
oS,

Alr India eurrently has a

domestle market share of

26-27"%, behind IndiGao, which
domlretes with o 6-4-65% mar-
ket share,

According to  analysts,
GO-6a% ol Adr India's revenoe
comes [rom  Infernational
routes and 35-40% [rom
domestic routes

Apart from a $400 million

Mr Irsclin Ihas s domestic
maarket share ol 26-27%. swy

refli progrumnes forupgrading
67 begacy alrerafi, Adr Indla, ag
the 2003 Parks Alr Show, slgnied
deals worth $70 billion to buy
470 alreraft from Alrbws anid
Boedng,

In Dyevember 2024, Adr Inidia
placed an additional arder for
100 Adrhus planes, wling s
total number of alrerafi
ol 1o 5T Deliveries from
these orders areexpected o be
completed by M0,

Howsever, last month'scrash
of Alr India's AL-171 Boeing
figslat, which killed all but one
ol the 242 peopde on boand and

19 others, may have pushed
ek the adeliee's revival plans

While the alr erash divectly
may ot impaet Al India’s
excpaansion plansand profiabil-
Ity aninexplicable crsh alihis
miigndtude may further delay
thee delivery timiedines of Boe-
g, which are alveady backed
g Doy months, said indusory
EXpEris,

Insaich acase, Alr India may
alsnsee delys nacquinng ew
alreraft, affecting lis urn-
around strategy.

*The air crash was a rans
unfortunate cvent tha may mot
impact the company’s expan-
slom pilans, bt Boelng'strouk-
bes camdelay the atreraft deliv-
ery, which coubd jolt thedy peol-
Is" sadd Mayur Milak, senlor
vice president s Astan Marlets
Sevurithes.

Boeing dellvered G0 air-
planes 1o global airlines in
June, a % increasecommpared
withayearendier, acoording o
afeafers neport.

Meanwhile, Iedla’s avistion
Industry bs expected fo paost &
et hoss o E2, 000 3,000 crome
in FY26, sccording to rating
agency ICHAL
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DGCA warns Air India over safety gaps

feedhack{flvemnt com
HEWDELHI

ir India has been
warrrisd by India's avia-
tion regulator that i

coaald B enforcement action
for broaching safety standards
related bo crew ftigue manage-
miend and beininge, movermment
notices to the airline seen by
Henters showed.

The aidine self-reported the
probbems whichoccurred this
vesarand kst vear, tothe Dircct-
arate General of Civil Aviation
(DGO A st month, days after
oneafl its Boeing TRY Dreamiin
erscrashed in Ahmedabad city,
Teillimg 260 peopbe.

Four govemmeni notices,
dated 23 July, criticized Adr
India for repeated filures in
safierty compliance and in fol-
lowingmany other wamingsin
the past. Potential regulbat ory
action could include fines or
ordering that executives be
removed from theirjobs.

They cite a combined 20 vio-
lations, including pilots not
being given mandatory rest,
poorcompliance with simula
tor trning regquirements, the
lack of training for high-alii
tude airports, and fAying on
international mates withinsud

Air India seff-reported the problems to the DGCA last month. en

fickent cabin crew.

“Despite reprated warning
and enforcement action of non
compliance in the past, sys-
temic issues related to compli-
anoe monitoring,

respond to the regulator “We
remmsin cormmitted tothe safety
of e crew and passengers.”
The DCACA did not respond
o a request for comment.
Air India has

crew  planning,  Four government come under
and training pov notices, dated 23  intense scrutiny
EIMance remain July, criticized Air since the Ahmed
unresobved,” said india for repeated ahad crsh

one af the notioes. failures in safety A preliminary
“The recurrence repeort foourd that
of such violations compliance, the fuel contml
sugprests a failure heeding warnings switches were
o establish and — flipped almost
enforce elfoctive simultaneously
controd mechanismes,” it said. after takeoffand there was pilo

Aiir Invebia saidd in a statemeni
thai the notices relate tovolun-
tarydischosures made over thae
past year, and that it will

confusion in the cockpit. One
pilat asked the otherwhy he cat
off the fuel and the other
respontded that b hadn't done

s, thie report saidd.

The EU's aviation agency
sail this month it will investi-
gate Air [ndia Express, the air-
line'sbusdget service, after Ren-
ters reported i did not change
the engrine pants of an Airbus
A320 in a timely manner.
Indiz's watchdor akso found in
May that Air India few three
Airbass planes even thougth they
were overdue for checks on
PMCTEENCY Squipment.

This week's notices were
adiressed tosenior cxerutivis,
including the airline’s director
of flight operations, Pankul
Mathur, and its director of
training, Amar Bhatia. One of
the notices said there bad been
“weckly rest violations®
detected for two pilots in June

24 and one in June 2025,
theughit did neot sy bow many
extra hours the pilots few.

Another notice said that last
viear, twopilods took simulator
traiming bui did not start fying
within the prescribed time
limit, a lapse that requires them
toumdergo training s

In April this vear, a pilot flew
from Kathmandu withoot the
mandatory special simulator
training, the notice added.
Kathmandu has mouniainows
tertain and a high-altitude
table-ioprunway.
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The numbser of passangers flown was 5% mans in
Jure compared 1o T2 millbon inMay HLOCMREEG

Domestic air traffic
hits13.6 mninjune

passengers in June, higher than the vear-ago

perlod, acconding to officlal data released oo
Thursday.

The number of passengers flown by the
carriers was 3% more In June compared 1o 13,2
mblliom in May.

Inadifio's market share dipged to 64.5% in
Juene From 64.6% In May, while that of Alr ladis
Crromip rose bo 27 1% Lss month compared to
26.5% In May.

Last month, the market share of Alosa Al
remained unchanged an 5.3% while that of
Spheedet declined to L9% from 2.4% In May.

* Passengers carrsed by domestic aldines
tharing Janaery-Jume 20025 were 85174 lakhs &
agalmst 7048 lakhs during the: corresponding
period of the previous yvear, thereby registering
anannul growih ol 7 34% and a monthly growth
ol 302%." the Directorate General of Civil
Avtstion ([KGCA) sald In lts report.

The tverall cancel Lation rte of scheduled
domesshe akrlines in June ssood an 0.95%. Nearly
A% ol the flight cancellations dn e were dus
tis techinlieal reasnns, followed by operational
(5% and weather (22.4%), FTI

I ol abrfines carried more tean 156 milion



T X
AIRPORTSAUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHL

a0 ATUTLe S

DGCA issues 4 show cause notices
to Air India for various violations

The show cause notices were issued on July 23 on the basis of voluntary
disclosures made by airline to DGCA on June 20 and 21, sources said

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

MUMBAL: Avistion regulator
DGEA has isoed lour show
catise matices o Air India for
various violations related to
cabin crew rest and duty norms,
cabin crew Lraining rules and
operational procedures, a
mistith after the airline made
certain voluntary disclosures
by the watchdeg, sources said
ot Thiersday:

The shiow cause notices were
issued on July 23 on the baiis
of voluntary disclosures made
by the airline to the Director-
ate Greneral of Civil Aviation
(DAY on June 20 and 21,
the sources saud

“We udmuwledge receipl
of these notices from the reg-
ulator related to certain :ﬁ
uniary disclosures that were
miade over the last one year
by Air India. 'We will respond
1o the said notices within the
stipilated period. We remain
comrnifted to the safiety of our
crew and pasiengers an Air
India spokesperson said in a
slalernend.

Three dhiw case nolices
have been issued based an the
voluntary disclosures made by
Air Indlia on June 30, includ-
ing violations of calin crew
duty and rest regulations with
respect o al least fowr ulira long

There were

Highlights

o Thires show couse
nofices have been isved
incleding wiokstions of
cobin aew duty and
rest regulations

Air India saw ‘minor rise’
in pilots reporting sick
after Ahmedabad crash

o Another show couse
nafice, besed on airline’s
voluriary disclosures
made on bune 21,18
about three instonces of

also viclations vilaicns in cabin crew
in crew training e '“: fpecionol
& nper-u‘tra_'lul o In recent fimes, Air india
procedure in has come under the
relation fo af least 4 regulctory scanner for
flights, sources said certain vialofion

haul flights — two operated on
April 27 and vne each an Apnl
28 and May 2, the sources sxid

According 1o the smirces,
there were zto vialations in
crew training and operational
procedure in relation to at least
tour flights, indudinﬁ those
Lo L'l'l.luh']ﬁ, 2024, Oclar-
ber %, 2024 and .IFIr:I] 22, F5,
One of the DGCA show cause
nolices pertains o violations of
fight duty period! weekly ress
violations with respect o I.ﬂghh
operated an Juse 24, 2024, and

Jine 13, 35, li'I.ETHL.I.ﬂL

Another show cause modice,
based on airlines voluntary dis
clidnires made on [upe 21, @
about three insances of viola-
Lt in cabin crew training and
operational procedures.

These violations happened
in some of the :I'IIEI'LL'. opet-
ated on April 10-11, February
16-May 19 and December 1,
24, the soniroes said.

In recent times, Air [ndia
has come under the regelatory
swanner for cerlain violasi

NEW DELHI: Air India wit-
nessed 2 “minor increase” in
sick leaves reported by pibots
acrods its fleet in the after-
math ol the Ahmedabad plane
crash, with 112 pilols report-
ing sick in asingle day on June
16, the government said.

In response toa Lok Sabha
member’s query on whether
Air India has been experienc-
iny s sl n:purl:'nE_ by its
ilight crew members, lollow-
ing the crash, Minister of State
for Civil Aviation Muerlidhar
Muohol an Thursday sasd there
has been o minor increase in
sick leaves reported by pilis,
and as many as 51 cominand-
Ers :I'!!].‘H.u'l.ﬂl sick on June 16.

“Adr Imdia reporied a
minor increase in sick leaves
reparied by pilols across
all fleets in the aftermath
of the Al-171 accident. On
16,06 2035, 3 dotal of 112 Pih.'lL'n.
:ru]:urlud sl l'.lll!'l.rl'i.li of
31 Commanders {P1) and 61
Farst Ovficers {P2 ) the min-

ister said in a writien reply.
Theairdines Boeing 7TR7-8
aircraft, operating the flight
Al 171, en joite 16 London
Gatwick, crashed into a biild-
ing sovm after takeofl from
Almmedahad on June 12 In the
fatal acesdent, 360 pnnple died.
inchuding 241 p 1 whi
were onboard the plane, and
19 peopleon the ground. e
passenges survived the crash.
The [MFCAS medical dir-
cular, ssped in February 2023,
had advised asrlines o havea
separale, standalone and cus-
tomised Lraining capsule for
the Might crew/ATCOs (Aidr
Traffic Controllers] to recog-
nise and manage the adverss
effiects of mental health condi-
tiors. Additionally, an mental
health moniloring, e orgas-
isat o (scheduled and non-
scheduled operators, FTOs
and AAL) were also sdvised
1o have a Peer Suppenrt Pro-
gramme (PSP} in place for
their emplovees. m
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Domestic air
travel rises to
1.30 crore in
June: DGCA

NEW DELHI: Indian air
lines carried more than 136
crore pasengers in June,
higher than the year-a
periisd, aceording to off-
cual data relensed by DGCA
an Thursday.

The number of passen
gers flown by the carriers
was 3 per cent more in fume
ompared to 132 crore in
Mlay.

IndiGio's market share
dipped to 64.5 per cent in
Jame From 6406 per cent
May, while that of Air Indsa
Growp rose to 27.1 per cent
last month compared to 265
percent in hay.

Last month, the mar
ket share of Akasa Air
remaimed unchanged ag 5.3
jper cent while that af Spice
|et declined o 1.9 per cent
from 2.4 per cent in May.

The overall cancelkation
raie of schedubed domestic
asriimes in fune stood at 093
percent.

Wearly 37 per cent of
the flight cancellations in
[ume were due o technical
reasons, followed by oper
ational (25 per cent) and
weather (22 4 per cent].

In june, as many as
130,023 passengers were
afiected due o ilight delays,
and airlines shelled out lxtle
over Ks 1,68 crore fowands
facilitation. A total of 33,333
passengers were impacted by
]I.lﬁ:ht cancellations i [une,
amnd carriers spent Bs 7240
lakh towands compensation
and facilities.

As per the data, 1,022
passengers were denied
boarding, and airlimes paid
Pis 99,57 lakh towards com
pemsation and fGclities. /@
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SC dismisses plea by KAL Airways,
Maran seeking damages: Spicejet

NEW DELHI: Spicelet on
Thursday sud the Supreme
Court has dismissed the appeal
filed by KAL Airways and its
tormeer promader Kalanithi
Maran, who were seeking dam
apes of over Rs 1300 croee and
other related claims agaimnst the
airine.

In a regulatory hling, Spece
fet stated that the top court’s
order marks the final dis
miszal of these appeals. " The
remaining issues before the
Court pertain to Spicejets
chalienge of the interest lev
ied—which has already been
substantially deposited-—and
the premature refund of the

CRPS (Cumulatve Hedeem
able Preference Shares) amsrunt
by the Arhitral Tribunal.” the
airfine noted.

The legal dispute began
in 2015, when Ajay Singh,
whin had earlier owned Spice
let, reacquired the airline
from Maran and KAL Aur
ways after it was gromnded doe

1o financial distress.

Under the eement,
Maran and KAL caimed o
have paid Rs 679 crore in Spice
[et for convertshle warramis and
preference shares, which they
alleged were nesther smsmed nor
refunded—beading to a cowrt
case im 417,

However, the Arbairal T
bunal, the Dethi High Cowrt,
and its Division Bench had
previmesly rejected Maran's
claims.

The Supreme Court's lat-
et decisinn effectively ends
the damages dispute, leaving
only procedural matters to be
resobed. AEBLIE:
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Business class blanked out in
Al flight over door malfunction

S LALITHA @ harw Dalbd

AIR Indin‘s Boelng 777 flight
from San Francisco fo Bengalu-
ru via Kolkata turned into a
nightmare for neardy $00 dyers
absoard onJuly 21, smirces sajd.
It took off eight hours behind
schedule due to an Inoperat ve
main door in the Business
Class section. The crew were al-
legedly repeatedly misinform-
ing the passengers that the air-
cralt was undergoing cleaning
all this tme.

The Business and Prember
Economy sections were cor-
doned off with tapes before the
Night took off by 545 am on
July 22, passengers on hoard
told this reporier. Alr India
claimed that only five Overs in
the Business Class reflused (o
wavel by economy and were left
behimd. A passenger on board,
Sangeetha Krishman (name
changed on request) travelling
with her three young childmen,
iold this reporter, “The flight

From PO to India is gener-
ally packed this time. and we
booked our tickets elght monthis
ago in Bconomy Class, which
cost 275,000 per teket.

Our departure time was 900
pm US time on July 21, We were
olerted that it would leave by 11
pim, then by 12 am, but the de

parture time kept getting de-
laved, The only response the
stafl ot the gate kept giving re-
peatedly was that the cleaning
al the aircralt was petting de-
layed,” she sabd.

She said the Dight Nnally
took ofl &t 5.45am. Some missed
connecting flights to Colmbat-
ore, Chennad and hadwrs i from
Bengaluru due to the delay

Alr India confirmed the inej-
dent. "ALLT6 operating from San
Francisco to Bengaluruon July
4 experienced a technical issue
related to one of the aireraft
doors. The door was declared
inoperative and, as mandated
by regulatory safety protocols,
ST PaSsengers wene regul red
1o be shifted 1o Economy Class,
Alternative travel or a full re-
fund was affered to five passen-
gers who preferrved not (o take
the newly nssipned seats.” the
statement said.

DGCA issues 4
show-cause
notices to Al

S LALITHA 0 fow Dastnl

THE Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) issued
[our show cause notices to Alr
Inelia on Wednesday in connec-
tion with 29 violations over a
vear, related to rostering issues,
violation of Might duty time lim-
itations for cabin erew, and pro-
viding inadequate cabin crow
These violations were disclosed
voluntarily by the aifdine

The violations took place for
nearly o year, from June 11, 2084
toJune 3, 2025 Theairline hasa
fortnight to respond This news.
paper has seen U notlces,

A notice issuad to the Diree-
tor of Cabin Safety referred o
four Instances of non-compl 1
ance with eabin erew require
ments in 2025 for ultra-long-
haul range Aights.

The notice to the Director of
Flight Operations referred to
weekly rest violations n the case
of thres specific crew members,

An Air India spokesperson
snid, “We will respond within
the stipukited period "
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Establishedprotocolsfollowed, saysMEA after UK media
reports of kinof AI-171 crash victimsreceivi ingwrongbodies

EI'I.TMEWSEMI:I
MEW DELHE 25 L

Rejecting a British media
report which alleged that
tove Burnilbess inthe LK recoved
the wrong bodies of the vic-
timsof the 12 June Air India
plane erash in Ahmedabad,
India on Wednesday said
the concermned authorities
hadcarriedout identification
ofvictimsin linewith estab-
lished promcods and techniol
ME | TEme s,

The tragic Air India plane
crash resulted in the deaths
of 260 individuals, including
23 passengers, 12 aoew mem-
bers, and 19 people on the
ground m Ahmedabad on
12 June.

"We have seenthe report
] b Beenworkdng closely
with the UK side from the

moment these concernsand
issues were hmught to our
atiention,” Minisny of Exemul
Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in
response to medin gueries
regarding a report in the
Daily Mail on the Air India
crash.

He sakd in the wake of
the mishap, the authorities
concerned had carrfed out
identification of victims in
ine with established pro-
tocols and technical reguire-
ments,

Al mortal remoins were
handled with uimost pro-

According to the
Dally Mall newspaper,
one family had to
cancel funeral plans
after discovering
that the coffin deliv-
ered to them con-
tained the remains
of an unidentified
passenger.

fessionalism and with due
regard for the dignity of the
deceased,” the MEA
spokesperson said.

"We are continuing to
wiork wi th the UK authonties
on addressing any concerns
related to this issue,” Mr
Jaiswal said.

Ihe K mbloid newspaper
Dty Mgt ], ci tin g an avia bon
lawyer representing several

families, had reported that
dt least owo victims of the
Air India Flight 171 disaster
whose remains were sent
back o Britaim were misiden-
thffed.

According to the news-
paper, one familyhad tocan-
cel funeral plans after dis-
covering that the coffin deliv-
ered to them contuined the
remains of an unidentified
passenger. In another case,
remains of more than one
victim were reportedly placed
in a single casket and had to
be separated before bural,
the iy Mail claimed

The alleged mistakes
apparentveame to light dur-
mgidentityven fication con-
ducted by Inner West London
coroner Ur Fiona Wilcox,
who used DNAsam plespm-
vided by the families.
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With more Al pilots reporting sick after Gu
crash, DGCA i issues circular on mental health

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: Air India has re-
ported an increase in sick
leaves by pilots in the after-
math of the AI-171 crash on
June 12, prompting Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) to ask airlines
to take steps for mental well-
being of crew members.

“Air India's 112 pilots,
comprising 51 commanders
and 61 first officers, reported
sick on June 16... DGCA has
already issued a medical cir-
cular regarding mental
health of flight crewsand air
traffic controllers,” MoS for
civil aviation Murlidhar Mo-
holtold Lok Sabha Thursday.

DGCA had earlier this
month directed Indian carri-
ers, particularly the major
ones like Air India and Indi-
Go, to hold a post-trauma
mental health workshop for
theirflight crew.

#—u‘l ——

e | )
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Several p|Iuts. especually of Eoemg 787s, have been reporting trauma
after the Gujarat crash involving an aircraft of the same type

Several pilots, especially
of Boeing 787s, have been re-
porting trauma after the Guj-
arat crash involving an air-
craft of the same type. “The
conversation in cockpits
these days is mostly limited to
what could have caused the
crash. What is it that really
went wrong? That is really
eating us up. We are not buy-
ing the pilot suicide theory
that has been fuelled by
AAIB’s extremely questiona-

ble preliminary report,” said
multiple pilots.

The DGCA medical circu-
lar advises “quick and effec-
tive methods to assess mental
health that can easily be per-
formed by DGCA empanelled
medical examiners, and the
introduction of a separate,
standalone and customised
training capsule for the flight
crew/ATCOstorecogniseand
manage the adverse effects of
mental health conditions™.
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DGCA again issues
notices to Al on crew
duty rule violations

New Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
slapped four show-cause noti-
ces on Air India on Wednes-
day overwhat itsaid werevio-
lations related to crew flight-
duty periods and weekly rest,
reports Saurabh Sinha.

Al crew have for long be-
encomplaining of beingma-
de to fly for longer than the
rules allow. Such rules are
meant to ensure, for safety,
that only fully rested pilots
operate flights, The airline
issued a statement saying
that they “acknowledge re-
ceipt of these notices from
the regulator related to cer-
tain voluntary disclosures
that were made over the last
one vear by Air India. We
will respond to the said noti-
ces within the stipulated pe-
riod. We remain committed

Al171 crash fallout:
Pilots call in sick

ir India has reported an
[ \increase in sick leaves by
pilots in the aftermath of the
crash in Ahmedabad, pro-
mpting DGCA to ask airlines
to take steps for the mental
wellbeing of crew. “Air Indi-
a’s 112 pilots... reported sick
onJunel6...”"MoSforcivilav-
iation Murlidhar Mohol told
LS Thursday. FLAP INSIDE

to the safety of our crew and
passengers.” Al has to reply
to the notices within 15 days.

The language of recent
DGCA notices shows an in-
creasing uneasiness at the
state of affairs.

» ‘Being run like IT co,’ P 24

Al being run like I'T firm’: Staft
speak of disconnect with mgmt

pContinued fromP1

"™, ne notice issued by
() DGCA to Air Indiaon
Wednesday did not
mince words: “These viola-
tions reflect serious deficie-
neies in crew scheduling,
operational planning, and
regulatory oversight within
the flight operations functi-
on. Despite repeated warni-
ngs and enforcement action
of non-compliance inthe pa-
st, systemic issuesrelated to
compliance monitoring, cr-
ew planning, and training
governance remain unreso-
lved.” It added: “The recurr-
ence of such violations sug-
gests a failure to establish
and enforce effective control
mechanisms... Director flig-
ht operations has failed to
ensure the compliances.”

Ninedaysafter the Ahm-
edabad crash, DGCA had as-
ked Al to remove three offic-
ials who were in charge of
crew rostering. The June 20
order said: “Repeated and
serious violations voluntar-
ily disclosed by Al concerni-
ng flight crew being schedu-
led and operated despite lap-
ses in licensing, rest, and re-
cency requirements... point
to systemic failures in crew
scheduling, compliance mo-
nitoring, and internal acco-
untability,” Of particular
concern, itsaid, was “absen-
ce of strict disciplinary me-
asures against key officials
directly responsible for
these operational lapses”.

DGCA had at the time
warned Al *“any future
violation™” of crew schedul-
ing norms, licensing or

flight-time limitations dete-
cted in any post-audit or ins-
pection would “attract strict
enforcement action, includ-
ing but not limited to pena-
Ities, license suspension or
withdrawal of operator per-
missions as applicable”.
Top aviation ministry
and DGCA officials have re-
peatedly met Al manageme-
nt to take stock of the situat-
ion. “Some key position hol-
ders are not up to the job. Re-
viving Al was never expect-
ed to be easy. It becomes mo-
re difficult if the right team
isn't in place,” said sources.
Many employees speak
of a disconnect between
them and the management.
“Al is being run like an IT
company, through apps and
emails and hardly any hu-
man interface,” they said.
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Engine alert halts IndiGo
flight take-off in Abad

Times News NETWoRrK

Ahmedabad/New Delhi: A
Diu-bound IndiGo flight was
grounded Wednesday mor-
ning after pilots spotted an
“engine one flameout war-
ning” while preparing to de-
part from Ahmedabad, offici-
alssaid.

The ATR 72-600 turboprop,
operating as Flight 6E 7966,
had completed taxiing and
was lined up for its scheduled
Nam take-off when the cock-
pit alert triggered a precau-
tionary return to the parking
baw.

All 70 passengers and
crew deplaned safely. The air-
craft was also scheduled to fly
onward to Nagpur later in the
day, but both legs were cancel-
led.

“A technical snag indica-
tion was noticed just before
take-off... The aircraft will
undergo necessary checks
and maintenance beforeresu-
ming operations,” IndiGo sa-
id in a statement. DGCA is in-

AIE flight to Doha
returns to Calicut

nAirIndia Express flight to

Dohareturned to Calicut
International Airport two hours
after take-off Wednesday due
toatechnicalissue, officials
said. They said analternative
flight was later arranged for the
stranded passengers. rn

vestigating the episode,
which comes amid intensifi-
ed oversight following the Ju-
nel?crash of AirIndia Flight
171 in Ahmedabad.
According to officials, the-
re was no threat to passenger
safety and that standard pro-
tocol was followed. “We reg-
ret the inconvenience caused
to our customers... As alwa-
vs, safety of our customers
and crew remains the top
priority at IndiGo,” the airli-
ne said. Passengers were offe-
red refreshments, alternative
bookings on  upcoming
flights, or full refunds.
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Mumbai-Ahmedabad flight
delayed due to AC failure’

Tinves NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Four passeng-
ers on Akasa Air's QP1528
flight to Ahmedabad deboar-
ded on Wednesday evening af-
ter the aircraft’s air conditio-
ning svstem did not allegedly
cool the cabin, causing them
discomfort. The flight, which
was scheduled to depart at
9.10pm from Mumbai airport,
eventually took off around
10.40pm —adelay of 1.5hours.

According to passengers,
the aircraft doors had closed
but the cabin remained hot
and airless. “The AC was not

functioning and some fliersre-
quested to get off. Their lugga-
ge was unloaded. Meanwhile,
the duty hours of the pilot had
lapsed. We were informed that
a new pilot was being arran-
ged, which caused further de-
lay” said Hitesh Patel, BJP's
Gujarat media cell convener,

who was on board the flight.

Akasa Alr issued a state-
ment: “Some passengers on
the flight raised concerns re-
garding cabin temperature
while the aircraft was prepa-
ring for takeoff and requested
to be offloaded. In line with
protocol and prioritising pas-
senger comfort, the aircraft
returned to the bay and the
passengers were offloaded.
Our engineering team inspec-
ted the cabin and confirmed
that the temperature was nor-
mal. The flight subsequently
departed from Mumbal at
10.37pm."”
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CM seeks Central package for
expansion of Kangra airport

Urges Union Minister to resume daily Shimla-Dharamsala flights

TRIATINE NEWS SERVICE

SEIMLA, [ULY 23
Chisf Minister Suklbvinder
aingh Sukhbu has reguested
the Central Government to
provide special  fnancis
as s stance for the expansion
of the ]{angnt aE ok, He
has wntten a ketier to Union
Minigter for Civil Avintion
Einjarapu Rammakun
Muddu to expedite vanous
issues relating to the civil
aviation sector in Himechal
Pradesh ag discussed with
him ||||r|ng hie recent visit
o New Delhi He also sought
the resumption of daily
fights on the Shimis
Daramsala-shimla rolile
In a letter written to
Nuidu. the Chief Minister
suid that the state had Lo
artmnd 1 500
heclares for the proposed
expansion of the Knngra
airport ond the povern.
menl had started the

acouine

pmeess Anaward of more
thon Hs 1800 crore was
ready and Rs 410 crore
had already been dis.
rursed, he added

Sukhu sakd that as the
statutory stipulated period
of one year was ending in
Augus this veae the Lnbon
Mmistry of Civil Aviation
should recommend this
project to the Union Min-
wistry of Fmance and the
Prime Minister's Office for
specie]l Central assistance.,

The Chief Minister alsn
!n:lll'll.l"rl out that the A
ports Authority of Indin
(AAT) should also review the
techni-evenomic (easibility
report of the Kangra airpord
prepured by Mis WAPCOS
Lid to arrive of o reolistic
assessmerd cost, a8 il was
onthe higher side, He pdso
tirged Noadii 1o explone othe
er options like entering into
& tripartite agreement with
the AAL state of Himachal

Pradesh and & provate part
nier for the expansion of the
Kangra airpart

“The Kungra alrport al
present operates  under
Vimal Flight Rules (VFR)
requiring & minimum vis-
bality of & ko for Qight oper-
ationg. Special VR apera-
tions should be introduced
to reduce the minimum vis-
ibality criteria from existing
B lem 10 2.5 km 1o enstine the
operation of flights durng
reduced visibility condi-
tiome,” he wrote,

The Chisl Minkster =abd
that the Knngra nirpart was
the biggest and busiest air-
port in Himachal Pradesh,
themsfore, 11 should be
equipped with night land-
ing facilities. He sought the
deployment of Himachal
Palier personnel instead of
thie CISF for atrport, secim
kv at the Rullu and Shimla
girparts on the andogy of
the Kangra atport. He also

urged the Union Minaster
for extending the wuich
hours for fight operations
at the Shimla atrport from 1
prr w4 pm, providing a
lnrper window for the aoper
ntion of fights,

The Chiel Minister urged
NuJI!JI.I LT IJFH":IIL'-.III-_\-JI
nuthorisation for the San-
jouli, Rampur, Baddi and
Kangnidhar heliporis by
Oetober this year, He said
that four additional heli-
ports under the RCE
UDAN Phaze.-2 were baing
sanchhned or the state al
Juskot in Hamirpur, Dehra
in Kangra ond one sach in
Una and Bilaspur districis
for ||41|1.-I|r||g anr conoetiy
ity He added that piroper
ntors like Afs Herilage
Aviation, M/s Global Vee-
tra and M Pawan Hans
Lid, wmild be direcled 6
operate flights on their
routes under the RCS
UDAN Phase-2
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Diu, Doha flights hit
by technical snags

TrisuNe News SERVICE

NN TRRRIEL, Y 23
Paty passrnger flights — one
oprded by IndiEo  fom
Alvrreslabad o Diu and anoth-
erhy Airtrulia |'}~:|'!:1.—-.=m'r|:|uh'
from Rozhilode to Doha
e dispupted duie o tedhnion]
srags om Wednealay,

Al Indi Express fght 1Y
dia, which vwas hesding to
Doha turmed back nearly tao
hwours afler tiding off fom the
Cab out aarport due 1o a Bl
the mibin's air conditioning
eveem. Theflight with 188 peo-
e on  board  departed
Bt sl it 907 s ancd kand-
ool backeat 11.120m

The girport arthorities dori:
Hed that the situation died not
e e an e gency limding
"There was o technical E=sue
with the casin’s air condition-

iy that was hondled smooth-
by amd on mirpost dlficial

Adr India Express comfirmerd
fivir mintfunction and soid itact
el quickly to minirnkss disoom-
font to mmasenges. The arbne
il 5o 5o am apology e e
disnption, reiterafng its com-
mitmernt to passenper safety.

In second mesdent, IndiGo
flight GETHH, scheduled io
depart from Ahmedabad 1o
D, aborted the toke-off after
plots detecterd] o technicl
adert st momends  belone
eaving the nomway “An mndi
cution of o technigal ensg was
moiticed just before the Lake
all. The pots informed the
suthorties and brought the
aireraft back to the bay The
adrerall will wndergn neces-
sy cher ks and mamlenanoe
before refurning o service”
an IndiCo spokegperson saird
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