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Ladakh steps up Leh airport
security after Air Force alert

Cracks down on photos, videos of sensitive areas shared on social media

YUSUF JAMEEL
SRINAGAR, JUNE 24

The Ladakh administra-
tion has moved to tighten
socurity and regulatory
oversight around the
strategically  importani
Leh alrport after the [AF
raised serious concerns
over the growing circiila-
tion ol photographs and
videos of sensitive opera-
tional arpas on  soclal
media platforms,

Oflicials said the con-
cerns were taken up during
a high-level Interdepart
mental meeting chaired by
Nidhi Malik,
Adminiztrative Secretary
of Ladakh’s Civil Aviation
Department. The meeting
reviewed a wide range of
operational,  infrastruce
turs, aviation saloty and
security issues raised by

Alr Foree station Leh.
which functlons as a cru-
cial defence facility with a
civil nviation component.

The 1AF had flagged that
images and vidoos report
edly showing operational
zones, runway layouts, air
craft movement and other
restricted parts of the
Installation were Increas-
ingly being recorded and
uplonded online, often by
vigsitors and tourisis
OfMicials noted that such
material. once shared
widely on social media,
could pose a security risk
In a sensitive high-altiuds
border region located closs
to the Lime of Actual
Control (LAC),

Following the concerns,
Malik directed the agen-
cies concerned to strength-
en enforcement of existing
restrictions on photogra:

» THE MEETING
reviewed aviation
safety and security
issues raised by Air
Force station, which
functions as a crucial
defence facility with a
civil aviation component

phy and videography in
and around sensitive loca-
thons, launch public aware
ness campalgns on restrict
od areas, and formulate
standard operating proce
dures to provent unauthee
rised reconding of defence
senslitive installatlons.

The issue had earlier
been highlighted in & com
munieation addressed to
the office of the lisutenant-
governor, prompting the
administration to bring
together departments and
tochnical agencies for a

eoord inated review.
Oificials sald the ohjective
was o balance civil avin-
tion requirements. publie
convenience and tourism
activity with the opera-
tional security nesds of the
Air Foroe station,

During the mecting, LAF
representatives also gave
detailed inpuis on the pro-
posed  second  runway
obstacle limitation require
ments, airspace safoty, ter-
raln-related  constraints
and the nesd 1o remove
physical obstructions that
could adversely alfect
flight operations. They
stressed that a scientific
assessment of obstacles
around the alrport was
NBCEsSary 1o ensuMm® oom-
pliance with aviation safe-
ty standards and to meet
futurs operational require-
menis.
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MUNDRA AIRPORT
T0 GIVE BOOST T0
CONNECTIVITY

Gujarat, June 23: The
launch of commercial
flights from Adani
Mundra Aljrport will
boost connectivity and
interface from Mundra,
Adani Airport Holdings
director Jeet Adani said
on Tuesday

The airport will help
unlock unprecedented
economic potential for the
Eutch region, Adani
Group said in a state-
ment. This is the third
airport in the region,
other two being at Kandla
and Bhuj.

Earlier in the day
regional carrier Star Air
became the first airline to
start scheduled commer-
cial flights at the airport,
with the inaugural flight
landing from Goa,

As part of the current
operations, Adani

undra Airport, fully
owned and operated by
Adani Group, will con-
nect Goa, Mumbai,
Hindon and Surat. As of
now the airport does not
have a heavy schedule,
Jeet Adani said adding
that “we have a couple of
flights connecting...Goa,
Surat, Mumbal, and weTl
be starting Ahmedabad
soon as well.” —PTI
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Travellers’ phones
targeted at B’luru airport

Video by an alert passenger
garners 28 lakh views onInsta

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

video alleging that
scammers at Bengalu-
u's Kempegowda In-

ternational Amrport (KIA) are
attempring to access passen-
gers’ phones has gone viral,
sparking concern.

Ranvijay, a Pune resident
visiting the city, was ap-
proached at the airport on
June 13 while trying to board
aflight to Chennai.

“It was a weekend after-
noon, and the airport was de-
cently crowded. First, a mid-
dle-aged manapproached me
asking for my phone in order
to book train tickets,” he told
DH.

“Something seemed fishyas
he already had a functioning
phone in his hand. So. 1 asked
him to leave.”

Soon after, a young man
approached him, requesting
to use his phone. “He looked
like he was in his early 20s, or
even younger. He wanted me
to help him with a payment.”
he added.

“He wanted me to make a
payment on his behalf and as-
sured methat he would return
the money once he got home.
He kept insisting on using my
phone to make the payment.

“He had a sheet in his hand
with multiple QR codes. His
persistence confirmed thathe
was trying to scam me. When
I raised my voice and started
gathering acrowd to question
his actions, he quickly ran
away.

The video, posted on Ran-
vijay's Instagram account on
June 22, has since garnered
28 lakh views and 1.27 lakh
shares.

Nobody asks for money
anymore — they ask for
access. Instead of asking
for money, people now ask
to borrow and use your
phone under the guise of
making a phone call or
looking something up on
the internet.

Similar incidents have pre-
viously been reported at the
airport and the city’s railway
stations, passengers told DH.

“In the past two months, |
have witnessed similar inter-
actions bothat the airportand
at KSR railway station,” said

Kamal, a resident of Basava-
nagudi.

“Instead of asking for mon-
ey, people now ask to borrow
and use your phone under the
guise of making a phonecall or
looking something up on the
internet.”

The Railway Protection
Force and KSRTC said their
teams were on the ground but
had received no formal com-
plaints of this nature.

Airport police are investi-
gating the Ranvijay incident,
an official told DH.

“As no formal complaint
was registered, we do not
know when this incident took
place. We have not received
any complaints regarding
these scams,” he said.

“Buton the basis of theviral
video, we are trying to track
down who these people are.
We are also keeping a close
eye to weed outany suspicious
behaviour of a similar kind.”

Police said they have in-
creased patrolling in and
around the airport to keep an
eye on suspicious elements.

BIAL, the airport operator,
declined to comment.
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Mundra Airport begins commerecial flight ops

Shreya Jachak

ML MEA|

Adani-managed Mundra
Airport began commercial
operations on Tuesday with
the arrival of its first scheduled
Star Air flight from Goa, mark-

ing a major step in
strengthening connectivity to
Kutch and supporting

Mundras growth as a logistics
and business hub.
Jeet Adani,
Adani Airports, said the group
plans to invest between Rs
80,000 crore and Rs 1 lakh
Ccrore across s alrpurl net-

Director of

work over the next five years
“We significantly want o be a
part of the aviation economy.”
he said.

The airport has started
operations with 20 weekly
flights. Star Alr will offer direct

services from Mundra to
Mumbai, Surat, Hindon
(Ghaziabad) and Goa. with
onward  connectivity o

Kolhapur, Belagavi and
Nanded. Direct fights to
Ahmedabad are expected to
begin soon.

Adani said the airport is
expected to serve industry
employees, business travellers
and tourists. “A lot of people
from Mundra are excited
about the airport. Regular

travellers will include
emplovees of stakeholder
companies and  tourists

Mundra has generated signifi-
cant economic activity, and
people will be happy to have
direct flight options.” he sald.
Passengers welcomed the

launch of air services, saying it
would significantly reduce
travel time. “This connectivity
is important because earlier
we had to travel through other
cities before reaching Mundra,
I flew from Surat and it ok
me almost an hour, whereas
travelling by road can take
aver 10 hours This service is
very convenient for Mundra

residents” said passenger
Mahesh Sharma.
Another traveller, Nivani

Thakur, sald more metropoli-
tan cities should be connected
to Mundra “Given Mundras
impaortance as & port city and

industrial hub, greater connec-
tivity will antract more busi-
ness and leisure travellers” he
said.

As per the company, the air-
port will strengthen connectiv-
ity to Mundra Port and
Mundra SEZ. With access o a
commercial seaport, dedi-
cated cargo railway network
and  passenger  airport
Mundra has emerged as a
multi-modal logistics  hub.
Notably, services from Mundra
now connect seven cites
exceeding the combined con-
nectivity of Kuechs Bhwj and
Kandla airports.
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Crew, ATC de-rostered after Al
flight enters Pakistan airspace

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has de-rostered the operating
crew of an Air India flight and an
air traffic controller after an air-
craft briefly entered Pakistan’s
Lahore airspace while attempt-
ing to land at Amritsar on June
22, officials said.

The regulator said interim
action had been taken against
the crew and the concerned air
traffic controller for failing to
report the incident.

The incident involved Air
India flight A1479 from Delhi to
Amritsar, operated by an Airbus
A32]1 (VT-PPV), at around 10.10
pm on Monday. According to the
DGCA, the aircraft was on
approach to Amritsar when it
was instructed to hold because
the runway was being inspected
following a bird-strike report
involving an earlier flight.

“After the aircraft com-
menced approach during radar
vectoring, the aircraft briefly

THE REGULATOR
SAID INTERIM
ACTION HAD BEEN
TAKEN AGAINST
THEM FOR FAILING
TO REPORT

THE INCIDENT

entered the Pakistan airspace.
The event was coordinated with
Pakistan ATC authorities. The
aircraft finally diverted back to
Delhi and safely landed at Delhi,”
the regulator said.

Air India confirmed the inci-
dent. “The crew operating flight
Al479 from Delhi to Amritsar on
22 June had marginally
infringed into the Pakistan air-
space while manoeuvring a
go-around at Amritsar airport.
The incident has been reported
to the regulatory authorities and
is being investigated internally,”
the airline said.

An official familiar with the
matter said, “The Amritsar ATC
asked the pilot to continue

towards the international
boundary and the aircraft
crossed into Lahore airspace at
around 10.08 pm by about three
miles.”

According to airport officials,
the incident occurred outside the
hours during which approach
surveillance services are availa-
ble at Amritsar airport. “Before
this incident, 6E 5028, after land-
ing at Amritsar at 4.29 pm,
reported a bird hit, because of
which the next five arriving
flights were asked to hold,” an
official said. “The Air India flight
from Delhi was the fourth in the
queue to land,” he added.

Another official said Amritsar
ATC coordinated with Lahore
ATC regarding the aircraft’s
deviation into Pakistani air-
space. The aircraft re-entered
Indian airspace at around 10.20
pm and subsequently attempted
another approach into Amritsar.
However, it was unable to land
and was diverted to Delhi after
the crew reported low fuel, offi-
cials said. The aircraft landed
safely in Delhi at 11.27 pm.
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Bengaluru airport eyes more
passengers with user fee cut

Airport looks to keep UDF within a defined range even if future tariff changes are necessary

LI U T e T
abresreh lawid vemant.com

MHEWDELHI

engraluru alrport, the eoun-
uy s thind-busiest afier Delhi
anid Mumibal, has proposisd
an 18% cut lowser develop-
mail Fees (UDF) [rom Sop-
tember as part of o brosder effon 1o
st puissenger traffle anad strengt hen
I peositioom s n major aviation hub.

The alrgssrt aperator argoes sl
lower passenger charges in the near
term wortld help cushion the bmgesct of
Futuere tarkll revisions lnked 1o i
recovery of its planmed T8 635-crore
Loy s g prog T,

The alrport usmdbed #5806 million
passcngersin FY 36,

I a Bistter tovthe Abrpaorts Ecoanomie
Regulatory Authority ol lndis (AEHAL
the alrport's spermtng entity, Banga-
lowre Dnterrutinaal Alrpsort Lid (BLALL,
sabd tariffs, including UDF, may be
revised in later years if required to
recover capital expenditure. “The
annual tartdl propossl proposed for
hase AHR fjaeromautical revenue
respulrement) shoukl bestnsetured ing
manner that the evesdual UDF and
lusd g rabes (for alrlines) charged ane

RLSL

Bergalur airport wanid (o strengthen its position as a major #eiation luh il

Investment Lid thal owns 30.36%
whille Ansehorige Dnfrastrociure ivest-
meenis & Holdings Lid lans 43 64%.
Ulnideer the proposad subnslised to the
relator, LDF e depaning domestie
passengers wisddd full to $450 from
L5500, while charges for Internatiomal

tlon b landing chuarges for adrlines,
HRaosadd the opisrator s looking 1o
strike o balanes® between "rationalis-
toen of passenger charges from the
et i levels andd allgn the cash Qows
o ichdewve the aeronnutieal revense
regpdrenment” Aeronautical revems: is
ther oo thes regulator allenws an abr-

AIR POWER

smosthened through the 5-year | departures would decline o $L215
pertod, while avolding sharp

increases in tariffs.” BIAL chief

Anancial officer Bhaskar Anand

Rao wrote to AERA chalrman m“ﬁﬁﬁ?:‘:'g?’ Ilmn:l‘;a;]ﬂ:ﬁ:;&

.- 1 » r Tk n Aikli} T ¥
5.b.G. Rabateon 9 June. 3 f-uﬂ'll.n Frpereliivdaed G i s el
resdewed] 3 copy ol the leter. : heln cushion it years |f recquired o

The fve-year periodends FY 3L of r':n;umnrrs s recover capey

Kempegnwda lternational Abr-

PER the proposal
UIDHF for daparting
loeal passengsrs
oLl fall 1o 7450
I'reem TE50

INTL depariires

1215 freen 21,500
betesen MG
and Mar 30

charges would fall to

pxpects “three resets in toriffs in
FYJES, FY 2000 nmwd FY2ET.

“Acoordingly, BIAL proposed to
reshsce the UDF througdh FY 030 and
FY 2081 5o thit the eventual UDF s
Rt b the pngge of W50 Depang,” R
sabid Diep refers to degerting passen-
BETS,

Samply put, the alrpon sechsiokeep
UDF within o delned raonge even if
Tutnire tari¥ clnnges wre necessary,

BIAL did mot respond 1o Mini's
ermadled gueries

Far passengers. UDF forms part of
e abrfare and §s collected by airlines
oy hehall of alrpor operntons.

1t npgeears that the adrport bas pro-
prossendl lower UDF dn the bnitls] vesrs o
cualdon the mpact of foture taeidT
imereases lnked to the commissloning
of new infrastructure,” sald Ankim
Shah, vice-preskdent at Elura Capital,

IFnggurowed, Bengaluru woukd rank
amioig the levwest-changing private air-
perts For departing domestic passen-
gers, altliough GMR-run Delhl and
Aclonb-ruos Mumbed woubd condinoe o
levy bower UDF of H129 and RI75,
respectively,

The fEling revives alowes-fee trjec-
tory, albedt under o different tardfl
strvctire Uneder un earlier framework,
local and imernational depariune fees
were slated to fll to $385 and
050, respectively, for Janiary-
March 2026, However. AERA
allowesd BEAL by November 3025 10
contimecharging L5 and T.500
until March 2026, citing capex
recovery needs.

“lt ks ggrwon] {0 seve s Oopeeraton ek

purt Bengnlurs (ELAB) is munagsd

by BIAL by which Karnainka Staie
Iniduestrial Infrastmsctuee Developanent
Corporation Lid aod Adrports Authior-
ity ol India each hold 3%, The remaln-
Imyg Tb% s heeldd by the India arm of
Canada’s Falrfax Financlal Hokdings
Fnirfmds stake ds hidd siaF IH &

[ruam E1500 between Seplember 20006
and Mareh A0, From Apsil 200599, the
aperator s mooted a funher cut 1o
E245 for doamestic passergers and T6E2
T Intermat bl pessengers. o UTF s
charged vouarriving passengers.

BLAL has afso paroposed 2 25% redue-

port tocallect Fromalrlines and passen-
gers i eover costs and edrna permitted
T i Ve st

BIAL sald chorges neay need 1o be
revised during the control perbod as
new [nfrastructure s commibssioned
anil CapiEx tlll."r;lllh 1 b recovered. 1t

rediseed LDF desplte capse,” sabil
Satvan Muyar, secretary general of the
Ao fation of Private Adrport Chpero-
tors. “Mature alrports should look
hl.'_'.-ullld | TS prisaed et har RS
tor recover cipes.” he sdided.
Fowr et extenulvad ersdion o thds stivy,
g e |l e setcone
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BRIEFLY CROSSED INTO PAKISTANI AIRSPACE NEAR AMRITSAR

DGCA acts after Air India flight
strays into Pakistan airspace

MNARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: The Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) has initiated interim
action against an Air Traffic
Controller {ATC) at Amritsar
and the operating crew of an
Air India flight after an aircrafl
briefly entered Pakistani air-
space during its approach to
Amritsar Adrport on June 22,

Owversight authorities are
now reviewing operational
decisions made during that
phase. One outcome has been
the suspension of certain
responsibilities pending fur-
ther review. While such ind-
dents remain rare, they prompt
scrutiny of navigation proto-
cols near borders. At present,
investigations continuwe without
public updates.

The DGCA stated, Air India
flight Al-479, flown using an
Airbus A321 marked VT-PPV
along the Delhi to Amritsar
path, received directions to

DGCA has lounched o probe into the motter

REPEESENTATIONAL LMAGE

circle due to ongoing checks
after birds hit the runway. As
the plane began descending,
deviation into Pakistan’s sky
oceurred momentarily under
guidance from radar signals.
The aviation regula-
tor stated that coordination
occurred with Pakistani air
traffic control bodies during
the event, safety being main-
tained throughout. Follow-

ing this, the plane gave up its
ap?.vmach. 1u:]:11:f] [u&aan! DI::““
instead, arriving withoul com-
lications after a redirected
ﬁighl path. The DGCA noled
that temporary measures were
applied 1o both the Amritsar
air traffic controller involved
and the flight personnel, due to
their failure to notify the event
via official procedures.
Close to the India-Paki-

Highlights

» Owversight -:mlm’lﬁe-s:mnow revlawhg npamﬁmnl
dedsions made during that phase. One outcome has

been the suspension of certain responsibilities pending

further review

#» Close to the India-Pakistan frontier, the event gained
natice. Surveillance of air traffic across northern regions
persists, shaped by ongoing aleriness 1o patential threats

stan frontier, the event gatned
notice. Surveillance of air traf-
fic across northern reglons
persists, shaped by ongoing
alertness to potential threats.

Occasionally, flights near
borders drift into neighboring
skies while circling or being
ﬁll.udl:d by radar - when coor-

nation exists with appropri-
ate control agendes.

Mot uncommon s this
shift during routine maneu-
vering, so long as communi-
cation channels remain active
between operators and over-

si.ght bodies. Though proxim-

ity may increase complexity,
alignment through procedural
:x{.‘ha.ng:: tends to prevent
disputes.

An investigation by the
DGCA appears into what
caused the aircraft to stray
beyond its  assigned air-
space along with the failure
to report it prompily. Despite
this, authorities confirm there
was never a risk to those on
board because air traffic con-
trol maintained oversight dur-
ing the entire episode.

Further investigation of the

issue conlinues.
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‘Commercial {lights from Mundra
Airport will boost connectivity’

Earlier in the day, regional carrier Star Air became the first
airline to start scheduled commercial flights at the airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

MUNDRA (Gujarat): The
launch of commercial flights
from Adani Mundra Airport
will boost connectivity and
interface from Mundra, Adani
Airport Holdings Director Jeet
Adani said on Tuesday.

The airport will help
unlock unprecedented eco-
nomic potential for the Kutch
region, Adani Group said in a
statement.

This is the third airport in
the region, other two being at
Kandla and Bhuj.

Earlier in the day, regional
carrier Star Air became the first
airline to start scheduled com-
mercial flights at the airport,
with the inaugural flight land-
ing from Goa.

As part of the current oper-
ations, Adani Mundra Airport,
fully owned and operated by
Adani Group, will connect
Goa, Mumbai, Hindon and
Surat. As of now the airport
does not have a heavy schedule,
Jeet Adani said adding that "we
have a couple of flights con-
necting...Goa, Surat, Mumbai,
and we'll be starting Ahmed-
abad soon as well”

The new airport, with a
1,900-metre runway, was inau-
gurated by Jeet Adani.

“We see that this (Adani

- WELCOME TO

VADANI MUNDRA AIRPORT
AT T

o

The airport will help unlock unprecedented
economic potential for the Kutch region,
Adani Group said in a statement. This is
the third airport in the region, other two
being at Kandla and Bhuj

Mundra Airport) will open
up a significant amount of
connectivity and interface
from Mundra, our ‘karmab-
hoomi, to the rest of India,’
he said.

‘When asked if the facility
would also be looking at air-
lines operating narrow-body
(single aisle) aircraft, he said it
is too early to comment on this
and to start with, it will be only
regional flights.

“The supply chain is

extremely tight and most of
the narrow-bodies that they
already have are near full. So we
are also not pushing for getting
a narrow-body because we are
letting the economics work for
themselves. So right now only
Star Air we are starting with.
And then as demand grows, we
believe that others will follow]
Jeet Adani said.

The airport also plans
to have flights from Bel-
agavi, Bengaluru, Kolhapur

Highlights

» As part of the cur-
rent operations, Adani
Mundra Airport, fully
owned and operated
by Adani Group, will
connect Goa, Mumbai,
Hindon and Surat

» As of now the airport
does not have a heavy
schedule, Adani Airport
Holdings Director Jeet
Adani said

» *‘We have a couple of
flights connecting.Goa,
Surat, Mumbai, and
we'll be starting Ahmed-
abad soon as well,' he

added

and Nanded.

The air route is a calculated
move to fuel the economic
engine of Indias largest private
port Mundra, and the country’s
largest SEZ at Mundra, the air-
port operator said.

The launch of eight new air
services by Star Air from Tues-
day will create an express cor-
ridor, reducing travel time for
trade, commerce, logistics and
tourism, fuelling the economic
engine at Mundra port.

Adani Group
to mvestup to
J90K-31L cr
in airports in
next five years

NEW DELHI: The Adani
Group plans to invest Rs
90,000 crore to Rs 1 lakh
crore across its airport
portfolio over the next five
years, Jeet Adani, Director
at Adani Airport Holdings,
said on Tuesday.

He said the group’s pre-
viously announced five-year
investment plan remains
un-changed.

Jeet Adani also said the
group would participate
aggressively in the gov-
ernment’s upcoming bid-
ding process for 11 new
airports,

While there is no spe-
cific target for the number
of airports it aims to se-
cure, he said the company
wants to expand its role in
Indias aviation sector and
continue its growth in the
industry. AGENCIES
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CISF security at IGIA retains global rating

5 LALITHA (@ New Delhi

THE security management sys-
tems implemented by the Cen-
tral Industrial Security Foree
(CISF) at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport (IGIA) re-
celved a boost on Wednesday
with therenewal of its interna-
tional guality eertification for
another three years. The re-
newed certification will remain
valid till April 13, 2029,

The IS0 9001:2015 ‘Quality
Management System Certifica-
tion for Security Operations’
was formally handed
aver by Delhi Interna- e,
tional Airport Limited e
Chiefl Security Officer | —
MWavdeep Singh Heera T
to CISF DIG and chief -
aerodrome security
officer Babu Ram at
the airport.

“The certification has been

awarded by DNV (Det Norske
Veritas), one of the world's
leading independent certifi-
cation bodies following a
comprehensive andit
and assessment of the
gocurity management
systems implemented
by CISF at India's busi-
est airport,” an official
release by the CISF said.
The certification covers all
three terminals of the Delhi

airport as well as the cargo and
operational areas.

“The latest certification fol-
lows a rigorous recertification
exercise upon completion of
the previons certification cvele.
The sueeessful renewal demon-
sirates not only sustained com-
pliance with international
quality standards but also con-
tinuous improvement in secu-
rity management practices,”
the CISF further said.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 25 JUNE 2026

Al flight enters Pak airspace,
pilots, ATC official grounded

Saurabh.Sinha @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: An Air India Delhi-Am-
ritsar flight briefly entered Pakistan
airspace while holding to land Mon-
day, promptingauthorities toground
the operating crew and an Amritsar
air traffic controller for allegedly
failing to report the incident. The
aircraft exited Pakistani airspace
within 15 seconds after coordinating
with Lahore ATC and later retuwrned
to Delhi before flying to Amritsan

The Airbus A321 (VT-PPT) oper-
ating as Al 479 had taken off from
Delhiat9.07 pm Monday:

An aircraft which had landed at
Amritsar before it reported a bird
hit and runway inspection was be-
ingcarried out there to check for any
remains on the airstrip. Al 479 was
asked to hold while the inspection
continued. The aircraft then briefly
entered Pakistan airspace.

The international border is very
close to both the Jammu and Amrit-
sar airports. Experienced pilots say
while flying from the north, they
havetotakealow radius turn forma-
noeuvring to land there without en-
tering into Pakistan airspace.

Meanwhile, the crew of AI 479,
which was approaching Amritsar,
decided to divert to its alternate air-
port, Delhi. Sources said the crew
may have diverted after reaching di-
versionfuellimits orduetoanunsta-
bilised approach. The aircraft re-
turned to Delhi at 11.27 pm. About
an hour later, the aircraft departed
Delhi again and flew to Amritsar

The aviation ministry said: “On
June22, A1479(Delhi-Amritsar)dur-
ing approach was asked to hold due
to runway inspection post a bird
strike incident. After the aircrafi
commenced approach the aircraft
briefly entered the Pakistan air-
space. The aircraft finally diverted
back to Delhi and safely landed at
Delhi. Authorities took interim ac-
tion against the Amritsar air traffic
controller and the operating crew
for failing to report the incident.”

AirIndiasaid: “The crew operat-
ing flight A1479 from Delhi to Amrit-
sar on June 22 had marginally in-
fringed into the Pakistan airspace
while manoeuvring a go-around at
Amritsar airport. The incident has
been reported to the authorities and
is being investigated internally.”
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® DGCA takes action against AT'C in Amritsar, operating crew

Al plane briefly enters Pak airspace

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

A Delhl-Amritsar Alr
Indin flight inadvertently
entered the Pakistani air-
space briefly during a “go-
around” and returned
safiely inshde Indian terel-
Inr.\' within two minutes,
The incident took place
on Tuesday According to
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, Air India
Night Al478, during its
approach to s destination
at Amritsar, was asked to
hold due o a runway
inspection following a bird
sirlke. Since the alrspace
ot Amritsar wias congest-
ed, the pilot did a “go-

around” and briefly
entered Pak alrspace.
“After the aircraft com-
menced approach during
radar vectoring, the air
craft briefly entered the
Pakistan airspace,” the
DGCA said, adding that
immodiately, the event
was coordinated  with
Pakistan ATC authorities
by the Indian side and the
aireraft was diveried back
to Dethi, where it landed
safoly

“Interim action has been
taken against the con-
cerned air tralfic con-
troller st Amritsar and the
operating crew for non-
reporting of the event,”
the DGCA said.

» THE AIR India incident
comes 10 days after a
Pak aircraft similarly
briefly crossed into
Indian airspace while
deviating from its

route to avoid adverse
weather conditions

On its part, Air India
aaid the incident has been
reported (o the regulatory
authorities and is being
Imvestigatod.

“The crew opecatling
flight AI479 from Delhi to
Amritsar on 22 June had
marginally infring-ed into
the Paklsian alrspace
while manoeuvring o g0
around at Amritsar aie

port. The incident is being
investigated Internally”
the airfine said in a state-
ment.

Both Indin and Pakistan
have closed thelr airspace
for civilian fMights since
last year after Operation
Sindoor

The Alr India incldent
comes 10 days aflter a
Pakistanl aireraft. Fly
Jinnah flight 90514, oper-
ating from Lahore to
Dubal, similarly briefly
crogsed into Indlan alr
space over Punjab while
deviating from its roule to
avold adverse wenther
conditions and returned
to  Pakistani airspace
within minutes.
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Air India to make foreign travel
more accessible to Bharat: CEO

—
Rohit Vaid
Py Do

Tata  Group-promoted  Alr
Indin"s newly-launched “Easy
Connect’ inititive seeks (o
mike International travel
more accessible to passen-
gers from smaller Indian cit-
les, thereby reducing their
dependence  on overseas
transit hubs, the airline’s
Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director Camp-
bell Wilson told esinessline,

Replyving 1o a query on the
new service that allows pas-
sengers from thee-2 and -3
cities to senmlessly connect
to international destinations
through India-based airport
hubs, Campbell said the ini-
tistive addresses @ long-
standing gap in international
travel access.

Earlier this menth, Air In-
din opened bookings for its
first flights under the Gov-
ernment of India's hub-and-
spoke model, branded as
‘Easy Connect', emabling
passengers from cities bey-
omnd major metrod 1o com-
plete baggape check-in and
immigration formalitics at
their originating airport and
connect seamlessly to inter-

Campbed Wilson,
CEQ and MD, Alr india

national destinations,

The mithative will com
mence from Varamasi on
Jumne 25, with Alr India deslg-
nated as the lead carrier for
implementing  the maodel,
The aidine plans o phased
rollour of Easy Connect op-
erutions ocross multiple cit-
ies in the coming moenths.

Under the hub-and-spoke
framework, smaller ‘spoke’
cities, such as Varanasl, are
connected to major hub” air-
ports like Delhi, allowing
plssengers 1o access Air In-
dia’s global network through
o single domestic connes-
tiom,

The model is designed o
simplify international travel
by enabling through-check
in o the final destination,

immigration clearance at the
polnt of origin and seamless
international transit
through the hub airport.

GLOBAL ACCESS
“Ensy Connect extends
global access o more parts
of the country beyond major
metros and reduces the need
for Indians 1o trans
through unfamiliar environ-
ments,” Wilson told busi-
nesslfne, “As the Indian avi
ation  industry  works
towards building India os &
global aviation hub, it must
do so not just through infra-
structure, but also through o
network that truly serves the
aspirations of its people,” he
sad, According to Wilson,
Air India is commirted to
making the world more “ac-
cessible 1o Bharmt — and in
turmn, connect Bharar more
effectively with the world,”
The first designated Eagy
Connect service, Al 1111,
will operate daily between
Varanasi and Delhi, and is
scheduled to arrive in the na-
tional capital at 11:00 hours.
Accordingly, the fight has
been timed o provide on-
ward connectivity within
four hours to 18 interna
tional destinarions,
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Air taxi cos find health care as 1st launchpad

SHIME |ACOB & DEEPAK PATEL
ChennaifMew Delhi, 24 june

Alir taxds may still be some dis-
tance away from commercial
operations in India, with the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) in the process
of framing guidelines for oper-
arions, infrastructure, and
manufacturing, vet the new-
age mobility concept is already
drawing the attention of one
critical sector — health care,
Several health care com-
panies, hospital chains, and air
ambulance providers are
exploring parnnerships with
emerging air taxi and electric
vertical takeoff and landing
(eVTOL) alrcraft manofac-
turers, betting on faster medi-
cal evacuation and emergency
response capabilities.
Startups such as Chennai-
based The ePlane Company
and Bengalumi-based Sarla
Awiation have confirmed that
hospital groups and alr ambu-
lance operators have either
placed orders or entered into
talks for future deployments.
A senior executive at Sarla
Awviation said the company has
already sioned agresments
with hospital major Aster DM

The ePlane Company on Wednesday announced the
assembly of the e200X, lis full-scale electric aircraft plaiform

Healtheare and medical evacu-
ation providers such as Kerala-
based Blue Dot Air Ambulance
and Delhi-hased Aeromed Alr
Ambulance. Meanwhile, The
ePlane Company said It Is in
discussions with three of
India’s top five health care
groups. The IIT Madras-incu-
bated startup has also entered
into a strategic pannership
with the International Critical-
care Air Transfer Team (ICATT)
to provide 788 air ambulances.
Most of these aircraft are
expected o become comimer-
cially operational after 2026,
Though eVTOL and health
care companies did not dis-
close names, Industry sources
said major health care plavers

including Apolle Hospitals,
Manipal Hospitals, Fortis
Healthcare, and Max Health-
care could be evaluating part-
nerships with these new-age
aircraft makers. Health care
sector sources sald owo of these
companies are already In
advanced discussions.

"We have actaally tied up
with air ambulance operators
aswell as international startup
charter plane operators. There
is advanced work going onwith
some marquee hospitals. We
expect to make an announce-
ment regarding that at the
Famborough International
Alrshow In July,” said Satva
Chakravarthy, founder of The
ePlane Company.

Globally, China remainsthe
only country where commer-
cial passenger eVTOL services
are currently operational, with
deployvments in cities inchad-
ing Guangzhou, Hainan, and
Shenzhen. Dubai isexpected to
follow, while the United States
remains in the certification
phase. India too i currently
at the dewvelopment and
certification stags.

"We have already signed an
MolUwith Aster, and arein talks
with a few other hospital
chains. We are expected togeta
DOA  (design organisation
approval) certificate within
three months,” said Rakesh
Gaonkar, co-founder and CTO
of Sarla Aviation.

An eVTOL aircraft is an
electrically powered aircraft
capable of vertical takeoff and
landing, designed to support
future wrban air mobility
(UaM). Industry sources said
eVTOL companies are also in
discussions with infrastructure
providers, including charging
ecosystem players such as Jio-
BF. The development comes as
The ePlane Company on Wed-
nesday announced the assem-
bly of the e2ooX, its full-scale
electric aircraft platform,

designed to serve three emerg-
ing markets —passenger air
taxis, urban cargo transport.
and air ambulance services.

The e200X lssupported by a
board featuring Vishesh Raja-
ram of Speciale Invest, Eash
Sundaram of JetBlue, and
Aditya Ghosh of Homage,
Akasa Air and also a former
IndiGa executive.

Regulatory concerns
Plans by several companies to
introduce air taxi services in
Indian cities including Benga-
lurg, Mumbai, Delhi, and
Chennai have already gener-
ated significant interest. How-
ever, regulatory clarity remains
the key factor determining the
pace of commercial rollout.
DiGCA has so far issued gui-
dance material covering verti-
ports  (September 2024),
alrworthiness and type certifi-
cationof VTOL-capable aircraft
{September 2024), and pilot
training and rating require-
ments for VTOL-capable air-
craft (May 2025), while a
broader operational framework
forcommercial eVTOLservices
remains under development.

More on business-standard.com
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Air India Flight Enters Pak Airspace;

DGCA Acts Against Crew and ATC

MNew Delhi: An Air India plane opera-
timy @ flight from the nationasl capital
straved into the Pakistan airspace on
MMonday night while maneeuvring a
go-around at the Amreitsarairport
The Directorate General of Civil Awv
imtion (DGCA) on Wednesday said in
terim action has been taken apainst
the gir traffic controller in Amrilsar
and also the airline's aperating crew
for nop-reporting of theevent,
Tnastatement on Wednesday, the air
line said the incident has boon repor-
ted to the regulatory authoritics and is

being investigated internally

DGUA said that atter the aireraft com-
meneed approach during radar vecto-
ring, it briefly entered the Pakistan air-
space. "The eventl was coordinated with
Pakistan ATC Amthorities. The aircraft
finallydiverted toDelhi and sately lsmded
at Delhi ™ the INGCA said ina statement.

Paliistan his closed its airspace for In-
dianairdines sinee April 2025,

A soneree said the incidenthappeoed at
a litlle past B pri on Monday when (he
aireraft had o go around at the Amrit-
sarairport — PTI
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Air India,
IndiGo Jets
Face Off

on 5ame
Taxiway at
Ahmedabad

Mew Delhi |
Mumbai: An
Air India plane
cameinfirontof
an IndiGo air-
craft on  the
same  taxiway
at the Ahmed-
abiad airpert al-
L the AdrTrcdia
Mane ok a
Wng turn
while  taxding
toawardzthepar
lking  bay on
Wetdnesay eve-
i, accrding
tre e, Indi-
G said  both
airerafteame to
a halt at a safe
distance  from
each other, The
Mumbai-boumed
WHS  PrEpEring
for  take AT
when e Air
Indian aircraft
took the wrong
furn, and both
plancs wore so-
perated by aro-
undl 200 metres
anthesame tax-
iway, the =our-
s sl — P
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Panel pushes for snnu]ator—heavy pilot training

® Proposalaims to
ease mounting
pilot shortages

ABHUITH GAMAPAVARAM
Hew Delhi, June 24

AW IMNDIAN GOVERMMENT
panel has proposed a now miot
|l|:en.|.rupl|ul that would shift
I'I'II:ITIHITIH'HT|“:r imto s i lators
and cut the time cadets spemnd
flying real aircraft as & aims to
ease a pllot shortage, a drafi
report shows,

The Multi-Crew Pilot
Licence | MPLunder disoussion
was Introduced by the UNs
Imternational Coell Aviation
Crpanization in 2006 and
adopted by many countries in
Europe, Asia and the Middle
East in addition te traditional
pilot-training mtlways

Insdlia b nonweonsicler ng the
heence to benkf a more pe

dlle talilie pd pedine of junior pilots
trained formdvidualcarriersas
alrlines |.'.'|:|.l.1:|:|;! thelr ﬂ'L‘i.'lh.
according o an unpublished
19- pagedraftreport dated june
3 enewed by Rewters,

Under the proposed plan,
cadets would momplete 1000
12 hours in training aircraft,
ian|.|r|:|n!J; atleast 20 hoors solo,
compared with at least 200
houirs under Indias existing
rules, Much of the remaining
practical tralning would be con-
ducted in commercial jet sirmo
lators uasderan A= na e s
the draft said 1n1.'|}' shorten
tirmel ine forcadets?

"I i'rnFIr'nr'rsr:'rI'nr:Ih strong
regulatoryoversighrand indus-
try eoliabomtion .., [the new
licensing route] can meduoe
miaspaorwer shortiges” the gov-
ernment panels draft report
skl

The eportwas prepared bya
comen it tee headed by a sondor
afficial of India’sarmtion regy

Indka seeks faster mpehne afawlme -ready junior plots

lator that mcloded reprEseTta
tives from IndiGo,Adr India and
flight- tminmg organestions.
Alrlines have been asked to
re-.pnrm tovt e pL1r|,.'u:rrnvhirh
the committee is likely to sub

mitafinad report to the headof

theregulator.

IndiGa, Alr India and the
Mrectomte Generalof CivilAvi
ation did not respond to
rﬂ'|1|.r'=t=+nrrn|11'n1rnr

LT T

Imsclea Baces a pilnr 5.hrn1.1gr‘_
with [t largest airline, IndiGa,
I1.1|.-||'|g st T.b plhr'i pernar
rowbody plane, the report sakd,
well bel vt bie gll'h.i averapeof
around 10,

IndiGo in December can-
celled thousand sof flightsafter
it failed vo plan adequately for
new rules limiting pilots' work

ing hours, leaving it short of

pilots

The MPL, used for co-pilot
hiresat camiersine uding Qatar
Alrways and Europe's savyet, Is
|ess portabl e between ai dines in
theearly stages ofa pilot's career
anid could help ease In clian car
Tl T OVET CONCeTTE.

The government proposal
w@ld greater reliance on sbrmuls
tors coubd “loweer operational
risk™ while giving cadets mom
focused practiee in handling
critical and emergency st
tione. The option does not
reduce training rigor and only
re] et e bt trakndng empluass
torward stroctured =l adon, it
added, saying It should not be
*musymderstond as ashortcot
due w lower alroraft flight
hm, The Eﬂ.ﬂ n, however, has
already drawwn some onoerns,
with the Awsociation of Flght
Traming Organisatons saying
culting thme in real alreraft
could weaken mdets'hands-on
hyimg akedlls. REUTERS
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Airlines may
withdraw fuel
surcharge

Indian airlines are con-
sidering withdrawing the
fuel surcharge as crude
oil prices moderate,
which could provide
relief to air travellers in
the coming months,
according to a report.
NDTV Profit has
reported that airlines are

actively evaluating a roll-
back of the surcharge.
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Akasa Air plans
IPO in next 2-4 yrs

Akasa Air plans o come out
with its initial share sale in the
next two o four vyears,
depending on achieving vari-
ous milestones, its Chief
Financial Officer Ankur Goel
said on Tuesday as he stressed
that the airline’s [PO Is "not a
question of if but a question of
when”. As the airlines’ indus-
try grapples with multiple
challenges, especially higher
fuel prices pushing up oper-
ational costs, Goel said there
are short term headwinds and
that the airline was “cautiously
optimistic™ about the current
industry scenario, The airline
is slowly expanding its pres-
ence and currently flies 1o 34
destinations. -PT1
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Star Air starts flights from Mundra
to Mumbai, Goa and six other cities

FPJ News Service

RUTCH

—

Mundra Airport on Tuesday
announced the launch of its
inaugural scheduled fight se-
rvice connecting Mumbai and
Goa. This pivotal air link, est-
ablished in a strategic part-
nership with Star Air, Is set to
unlock unprecedented eco-
nomic potential for the Kutch
region, transforming the region
into a fully integrated, mul-
ti-modal logistics and business
hub.

The launch of eight new air
services by Star Air from the
state-of-the-art terminal  be-
ginning Tuesday, will create an
express corridor, reducing tr-
avel time for trade, commerce,
logistics and tourism, fuelling
the economic engine of Indias
largest port Mundra. The other
vities that Star Alr will connect

Mundra include Hindon, Surat,
Belagavi, Bengaluru, Kolhapur
and Nanded.

Built on the Adani Group's
proven development model, the
Mundra Airport is engineered
for efficiency and growth. A
masgive L800-metre runway
capable of handling a wide
range of passenger and cargo
nireraft. and a modern terminal
featuring spacious parking,
multiple check-in  counters,
comfortable lounges, and a
full-service food court willopen
this region to plethora of op-
portunities. The airport is full
accessibility with wheelchair
facilities and dedicated pas-

senger drop-off zones,

The establishment of this air
route is a calculated move to
fuel the economic engine of

India’s largest private port
Mundra, and the country’s la-
rgest notified, operational

multi-product Mundra SEZ, the
nerve centre of India's imp-
art-export activity

This air connectivity pro-
vides the critical last-mile link,
enabling the vast volumes of
trade Nowing through the port
to be more efficiently managed
and integrated with national
and global supply chains.

The premier airport will
enable the Adani Group to er-
eate a powerful synergy bet-
ween its port and aviation
operations and is poised to
become a vital catalyst, driving
the future of Kutel's trade, in
dustry, and tourism to rem-
arkable new heights.
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Air India weighing more flight reductions

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air India is consid-
ering a long-term reduction in
the number of flights it operates,
by up to 30%, as part of its effort
to return to profitability, officials
at the Tata Group-owned airline
said.

The Air India group, as per
data by Cirium- an aviation ana-
lytics company, has already
reduced the number of flights it
operates since March, from
3448] flights to 27736 in June , a
nearly 20% reduction, but these
cuts were expected to be tempo-
rary. The officials said the airline
will now restructure its flights,
perhaps restart some of the ones
it has suspended since March,
but suspend others. Overall, an
up to 30% reduction would
mean its monthly flights go
down by around 10,344 flights.

Air India group runs full ser-
vice Air India and low cost Air
India Express.

Air India’s loss is estimated at
nearly ¥27,000 cr in FY26. mnT

Air India is expected to
declare a loss of almost 27,000
crore in 2025-26, a year in which
it saw the unfortunate crash of
Al71 that killed 260 people, and
a spike in operational costs on
account of fuel prices and flight
path diversions forced upon it by
the war in West Asia.

HT learns that Tata Sons, the
holding company, has pushed
Air India to cut costs and focus
on profitability.

“The plan to restructure oper-
ations was discussed as one of

the options in the Tata Sons
board meeting,” one of the offi-
cials cited above said, asking not
to be named.

A detailed query sent to Air
India and Tata Sons on Friday
did not elicit a response.

As part of the plan, the airline
will also look at gradually phas-
ing out of older planes or use
them for fewer flights because
those are expensive to operate as
compared to newer ones, a sec-
ond official said, asking not to be
named. On many key routes, the
airline is also considering merg-
ing flights, this person added.
“Focus, essentially, is on profita-
biligy.”

A third official said the airline
was prioritising operational sta-
bility over growth. “The focus is
on strengthening the network by
flying routes that generate better
returns. Expansion can resume
once the airline is financially sta-
ble,” the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Bloomberg reported on June
12 that the airline is also in talks

with Airbus and Boeing to defer
deliveries to a later date; the air-
line has orders of around 500
aircraft with the two companies,
and its peak deliveries were
scheduled in 2027-28.

A reduction in the number of
flights operated by Air India, will
impact passenger growth and
fares.

As per latest data by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion, the Air India group has a
domestic market share of 24.7%.

Kapil Kaul, CEO & director
CAPA India said, “Cost pressures
continue to remain severe due to
factors such as currency depreci-
ation, high fuel costs and air-
space closures. With demand
also softening and Q2 being an
off-season period, short-term
network rationalisation is both
imperative and logical. Contin-
ued geopolitical uncertainty
adds to the challenges. Reducing
losses and conserving cash will
need to be the key focus areas
driving decisions across air-
lines.”



AIRPUH ISAUT HOR!TY OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPREESS

DELHI

25 JUNE 2026

Air India plane strays into Pakistan airspace

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, June 24

AN AIR Indiaplane operatinga
flight from the national capital
strayed into the Pakistan air-
space on Monday night while
manoeuvring a go-around at

the Amritsar airport.

Aviation regulator DGCA on
Wednesday said interim action
has been taken against the air
traffic controller in Amritsarand
also the aitline’s operating crew
fornon-reporting of the event.In
astatement, the airline said the

incident has been reported to
theregulatory authoritiesand is
being investigated internally.
DGCAdid not specify theac-
tons taken against the air traffic
controller and the crew. Details
about the passengers onboard
could not be ascertained.
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e INDIA FACES A PILOT SHORTAGE, WITH ITS LARGEST AIRLINE, INDIGO, HAVING JUST 7.6 PILOTS PER NARROWBODY PLANE

India eyes simulator-led pilot licencing, document shows

Reuters
New Delhi, June 24

ANTINDIAN governiment panel
has proposed a new pilot
licence option that would shift
more training into simulators
and cut the time cadets spend
flying real aircraft as it aims to
ease a pilot shortage, a draft re-
port shows.

The Multi-Crew Pilot
Licence (MPL) under dis-
cussion was introduced by the
UN’s International Civil Avi-
ation Organization in 2006 and
adopted by many countries in
Europe, Asia and West Asia in
addition to traditional pilot-
training pathways.

Indiaisnowconsideringthe
licence to build a more predict-
able pipeline of junior pilots
trained for individual carriers
as airlines expand their fleets,
according to an unpublished

19-page draft report dated June
3reviewed by Reuters.

Under the proposed plan, ca-
dets would complete 100 to 120
hoursintraining aircraft, includ-
ing at least 20 hours solo, com-
pared with at least 200 hours
under India’s existing rules.

Much of the remaining
practical training would be
conducted in commercial jet
simulators under an alternative
route the draft said “may
shorten timeline for cadets.”

“If implemented with strong
regulatory oversightand industry
collaboration ... (thenew licensing
route) can reduce manpower
shortages,” the government pa-
nel’sdraft report said.

The report was prepared by
acommittee headed by a sen-
ior official of India’s aviation
regulator that included repre-
sentatives from IndiGo, Air
India and flight-training or-

Airlines have been asked to respond to the plan. reuters

ganisations.

Airlines have been asked to
respond to the plan, after which
the committee is likely to sub-
mit a final report to the head of
the regulator.

IndiGo, AirIndiaand the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Pilot shortages

India faces a pilot shortage,
with its largest airline, IndiGo,
having just 76 pilots per narrow-
body plane, the report said, well
below the global average of
around 10. IndiGo in December
cancelled thousands of flights
after it failed to plan adequately

fornew ruleslimiting pilots"work-
ing hours, leavingitshortof pilots.
The MPL, used for co-pilot hires
at carriers including Qatar Air-
ways and Europe's easyJet, is
less portable betweenairlinesin
theearlystagesofa pilot'scareer
and could help ease Indian car-
riers’ Nurnover Concers.

The government proposal
said greater reliance on simu-
lators could “lower oper-
ational risk” while giving ca-
dets more focused practice in
handling critical and emerg-
ency situations. The option
does not reduce training rigor
and only redistributes training
emphasis toward structured
simulation, it added, saying it
should not be “misunderstood
as a shorteut due to lower air-
craft flight hours.”

The plan, however, has al-
ready drawn some concerns,
with the Association of Flight

Training Organisations saying
cutting time in real aircraft
could weaken cadets' hands-on
flying skills and judgement in
unexpected situations, accord-
ingtoaletter dated June 9.

The group has asked the
regulator to mandate at least
150 hours in actual aircraft, in-
stead of the 100 to 120 hours
proposed in the draft.

The draft report itself ac-
knowledged that some pilots
could have “weaker hands-on
flying instincts and less confi-
dence handling unexpected
situations independently.”

IndiGo backed the pilot
licensing proposal during con-
sultations in August, an email
shows, with Ashim Mittra, the
airline'ssenior vice president of
flight operations, writing that
MPL was needed to “support
the growth of aviation whilst
ensuring safety as the bedrock.”
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Akasa Air plans IPO In next 2-4 yrs

NEW DELHI: Akasa Air plans
to launch an initial public offer-
ing (IPO) within the next two to
four years, subject to achieving
key financial milestones, Chief
Financial Officer Ankur Goel
said on Tuesday.

Speaking at a media brief-
ing, Goel said an IPO is inevi-
table for the airline. "It is not
a question of if, but when,” he
said, adding that the carrier is
focused on creating long-term
value rather than pursuing a
listing for its own sake.

The timeline will depend
on factors such as achieving
EBITDA positivity, improving
cash flows and at-taining profit-
ability. Akasa Air was EBITDA
positive during the September
2025-March 2026 period and
reported lower losses compared
with the previous year.

Goel said the airline remains
“cautiously optimistic” despite
industry headwinds, including
higher fuel costs and disrup-
tions linked to the West Asia
conflict. He added that all key
operating metrics, including
revenue, unit costs, EBITDA
and cash burn, continue to
improve as projected.

The airline aims to increase
capacity by 30 per cent in the
current financial year and
expects annual growth of
30-40 per cent over the next
four to five years. It also plans

to expand internationally, with
Southeast Asia identified as the
next growth market.

casa Air currently operates
a fleet of 39 aircraft and serves
34 destinations, including seven
interna-tional cities. The carrier
has ordered 226 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft, with the remain-
ing 187 scheduled for delivery
over the next six years.

For FY26, operating revenue
rose 37 per cent while capacity,
measured by available seat kilo-
metres (ASKs), increased 30 per
cent. Revenue per available seat
kilometre (RASK) improved 10
per cent, while cost per avail-
able seat kilometre (CASK)
declined 4 per cent. The air-
line said EBITDAR margins
improved 60 per cent, driven by
scale, operational efficiency and
disciplined execution. AGEHCIES
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Al Delhi-Amritsar flight sent back
after entering Pak airspace briefly

HARPREET BAIWA & Chandigah

WHILE maneuvering a go-
around due to heavy traffic con-
gestion, an Alr India Qight from
Delhi to Amritsar brieflv en-
tered Pakistani airspace on
Monday night, raising alarm
bells. The aircrafl was alerted
by Pakistani Air Traffic Con-
rol (ATC) and was gaided back.
Sources said that the Airbus
A3zl (Flight AT-463) took off
from Delhi at 9:18 pm on Mon-
day and was scheduled to land
at Amritsar at 10:30 pm. How-
ever, while executing a go-
around due to heavy traffic con-
gestion at the airport and the
lack of an immediate landing
zlot, the airerall deviated from
its route and briefly entered Pa-
kistani airspace.

After being alerted by Paki-
stani Air Traffic Control (ATC),
the pilots immediately correct-
ed their course and returned o
Indian airspace. Subsogquently
Ajr Traffic Control at Amritsar
instructed the aircrafl to re-
turn to Delhi, where it landed
safely for technical inspection.

About two hours later, after
obtaining the necessary clear-

amnias ¢ SRRSREEET

DGOA sabd the alieralt was
initialty asked to hold
. because of & ey

T 8 Iinspection lollowing a
== bird-steike-refated incident
Change of course at vt aipoe

A Iradia flight AI4TS brisfly ~ Pakistan ATC alorted crew Passengers facod

entered Pakistan airspace  about airspace zhout &-hers delay;
while executing & go-around  infringement afterwhich  Alr India and DGCA have
fiear Aimiltsas on June 22 thee aseeraft promiptly reparted the incldent ta
due to alrpart congestaon toerected course and autharities and initiated

and holding instnctions.

ance, the aireraft deparied
again for Amritear and landed
there at 2:20 am on Tuesday. As
a result, passengers faced a de-
lay of about four hours, sources
zaid. “The aircraft, after divert-
ing from its flight path, was
promptly flagged by the air
traffic control of the neigh-
bouring country, which coordi-
nated with the pilots to alert
them to the airspace breach.
They immediately coreected
their course and gnided the air-
craft back into Indian territo-
rv.” said a senior airport offi-
cial on condition of anonymity,
adding that such incidents oe-
casionally occur during rou-

returned io Indian airspace.  imvettigatians.

tine operations.

In an official statement, Air
India said, “The crew operating
flight AI479 from Delhi to Am-
ritsar on June 22 had margin-
ally infringed into Pakistan air-
space while manoeuvring a
go-around at Amritear airport.
The incident has been reported
to the regulatory authorities
and is being investigated inter-
nallv At Air India, the safety of
passengers and crew remains
our top priority”

The DGCA has also issued a
statement, saying that the ight
was initially asked to hold op-
erations due toa bird strike in-
cident at the Amritsar airport



=1 IIe

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 25 JUNE 2026

IR ¥ i St 81 4 et oft v, T g T Wi

ST Y&l T ATeR ugan at et
- SISl TR 31T 71T, TSTe STy 2

Maneesh.Aggarwal .
[Etimesgroup.com DGCA m m Gﬂﬂ,
= =78 Fweit: el i & 200 & s Wi ol i ﬂﬂ# 3 TeH?
T W E A A TR e e v Fy SN S Al [ v o G SRR TROE W 22

T # 71 1030 T A% I

o1 | Az & sk A e
W W-3REE & 2RF BH T

| < @ wheE TR A

T T Al-479 T Y T 99 # IE
Wﬁm%mwﬁﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁa
e i mdT
aree A A ¥ i o s g . .
:""‘f‘ F THH T 9 W | e ® - R, R Y | SRR TR

mm 6 T S T R, T T W i st 3 @ v
TR ey ¥ gt e o YA AR ARR B I/ | o7 70 o e s

HR e e vt A Y | o e R advp fsRw T | DSCA T AL
T T T A, A0 A A O E | e o ol vy 5 S 9 3 Al UHE 1 SN W B
T EE A T8, Wi | 95 At T S TR T O | SR e 4| 3 T 8 | DGCA 3 TE1, TiFeH
T ? e A e e 3w O AW | e ot vt 3 9 v =8 ATC St & = T
R v T W S NI Y | et 2 v o & o de y fram | @ 1 =R 3 fem
T T W ) T A o, i fEeed % Ia)




Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER DELHI 25 JUNE 2026

Al flight enters
Pak airspace
on go-around,
returns safely

RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi

An Air India flight operating
from Delhi to Amritsar
reportedly strayed into
Pakistani airspace on
Monday night while carrying
out a go-around manoeu-
vre at Amritsar airport on
June 22. The aircraft, an
Airbus A321 (Flight Al-479),
safely returned to Indian air-
space after receiving a
warning from Lahore Air

\_%"'

_omime. - S A

Traffic Control (ATC) and later
landed in Amritsar after a
brief diversion back to the
national capital.
According to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), interim
action has been taken
against the concerned Air
traffic controller at Amritsar
and the operating crew for
non-reporting of the event
pending an investigation.
CONTINUED ON »» P4

Al flight enters Pak
airspace on go-around...

"0n 22.06.2026, Air India Airbus 321 Aircraft VT
PPV operating Right Al 479 (Delhi — Amritsar)
during approach was asked to hold due to
runway inspection post a bird strike incident.
After the aircraft commenced approach during
radar vectoring, the aircraft briefly entered the
Pakistan airspace. The event was coordinated
with the Pakistan ATC Authorities. The aircraft
finally diverted back to Delhi and safely landed
at Delhi,” the regulator said in a statement.

Earlier, in a statement, Air India said the crew
operating flight Al479 from Delhi to Amritsar on
22 June had marginally infringed on the Pakistan
airspace while manceuvring a go-around at
Amritsar airport. "The incident has been report-
ed to the regulatory authorities and is being
investigated internally. At Air India, the safety
of passengers and crew remains top priority,”
the airline said.

According to preliminary information, the air-
craft was initially instructed by Air Traffic
Control (ATC) to hold over 13 DME (Distance
Measuring Equipment). However, it continued

towards AAR, took a left turn and crossed the
[nternational Border (1B), resulting in a brief entry
into Pakistani airspace. The aircraft was unable
to follow ATC instructions during the manoeu-
vre and subsequently crossed the border.

Sources said the Airbus A321 departed Delhi
at approximately 9.18 pm and, instead of
landing at Amritsar's Sri Guru Ramdas |i
International Airport, drifted toward the inter-
national border into Pakistani airspace. Upon
detection, Lahore ATC alerted the pilot, after
which the aircraft executed a U-turn.

Instead of landing at Amritsar, the flight was
diverted back to Delhi due to heavy air traffic.
It later departed again from Delhi and landed
in Amritsar at around 2.10 am on |une 24.

The incident occurred because of heavy con-
gestion at Amritsar airport. Multiple aircraft were
asked to remain in a holding pattern before
landing, prompting Al479 to execute a go-
around after its approach. During the manoeu-
vre, the aircraft briefly entered Pakistani airspace
before immediately returning to Indian airspace,
sources said.

The development comes a month after a
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) Right briefly
entered Indian airspace due to adverse weather
before being guided back to its designated route
by Indian air traffic controllers. While military
tensions have eased between the two neigh-
bouring countries, diplomatic relations remain
strained, with both sides continuing with retal-
iatory measures introduced during the crisis.



AIF??"UH | AL* ) HCIP!T Y OF ENLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE EKESAET DELHT 25 JUNE 2026

Eamgl%maslﬁammtﬁagm

feeeft & sromem o1 T Uam
e # weme vami-gvo
TEM TRt TEEE F oA
s Praife o & e
qiffFEaT o wErd &= f wE
| aifREE W vEr e
shalet WerE =i i H et
fired o =me o =1 =2 =2en
T 3 T vt T am
| = e s e
femr =t e faeedt st s
=g 7 faa T | S
SR T u-321 faEe
femeft & srma % e T
T o1 | T2 o S TR
wE 3 % s e

Ty e e ity = Prdffia
U S | w2 ) fame
Fa 799 % e ol
wars & = e, fee A
s v ffes Faw
St % Ay @y iy
foran e Ry 1 TR A
fErmm =1 it e & ST R
IR TR S T =
o ¥ 3 amEvEE sl
foer & are fmm 3 dam

@ ao-HAID! T A
T e,
Wb A ddiH
S dilerI

amgae o fore T2 wf s
Tzeh el SfEn =

=9 P T o s At
T e T S Rt S o T
FEN T FAET TEA
Faifita e Freret = % o
femr s g e e
T gE= Hwer | fAwmEd
sfersRTiREl B 0 TEemEy
et o1 S T # S e
ﬁ@%mﬁmﬁﬂm

A



AIF?PUR ISAUT HC‘E—HTY UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 25 JUNE 2026

Airlines turn to Al to save fuel, IndiGo to
start trials on Airbus fleet from today

fter doing everything humanely possible to cut fuel burn, Indi-

an airlines have turned to Al to help save the expensive black
gold. IndiGo has asked its pilots to use the “OptiClimb solution”
on a trial basis from Thursday on its Airbus fleet, reports Saurabh
Sinha. Instead of taking off at a constant speed, pilots will use
varying speeds wherever possible. The airline aims to save 60-65
kg of fuel per take-off. With about 2,000 daily flights, the savings
could be significant. Lower fuel burn also means lower emissions.
In a mail to about 6,000 pilots, Captain Ashim Mittra, IndiGo's
senior VP (flight operations), said the airline has been
working with SITA on OptiClimb, an Al-powered flight
optimisation solution that helps reduce fuel burn and carbon
emissions during the climb phase, which accounts for the
highest rate of fuel consumption during a flight. By considering
actual aircraft performance, planned take-off weight, cruise
altitude and atmospheric conditions, OptiClimb enables more
efficient climb profiles, delivering reductions in fuel consumption
and emissions while maintaining safety and regulatory com-
pliance. With next-generation aircraft still vears away, Al could
help airlines save more fuel. Captain Mittra said the initiative
aims to enhance fuel efficiency, reduce carbon footprint and
strengthen operational sustainability while ensuring adherence
to ATC requirements and safe operating practices.
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Air India Delhi-Amritsar flight
strays into Pakistan airspace

DGCA initiates action as crew, ATCfail to report incident

NEErA] BAGGAa &

SHEKHAR SINGH

AMETTS AR/NEW DELHI, JUNE 24
An Air India Delhi-Amntsar
flight briefly entered Pak-
istan’'s airspace during its
approach to the border city
on Monday night, prompting
the Directorate Geneml of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) o initi-
ate interim action against the
operating crew and an air
traffic controller (ATC) at
Amritsar for failing to report
the incident.

The incident assumed sig-
nificance as India and Pak-
istan have closed their air-
space to each other's aireraft
following the deterioration in
bilateral ties after the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack.

Arcomding to a  senior
DGECA opfficial, the Air India
Airbus A321 aircraft, with
regstration VPPV and
operating flight AT 479 from
Delhi to Amritsar on June 22,
was asked to enter a holding
pattern during its approach
to Amntsar owing to a run-
way inspection following a
bird strike incident .

The aviation watchdog said
after the aireraft commenced
its approach during radar
vectoring, it brnefly entered

CRACKS IN AIRBUS WINGS TRIGGER CHECKS

Fresh safety concems have surfaced amund Alirbls AS80 after
cracks were discovered in aeritical wing eomponent onsorme of
theworld's largest jets, forcing regulators to order Ugentinspec
tions on aircraft operated by Emirates and Qarntas. INSIDE

Yy ) WHEN PLANE FINALLY LANDED AT AMRITSAR
2..‘-).-0 EII]-I. AIRPORTAFTER A DELAY OF MEARLY 4 HOURS

the Pakistan airspace. The
incident was coordinated
with the Pakistan air traffic
control authorities before the
gircraft eventually diverted
back to Delhi and landed
safely. “Interim action has
been taken against the ATC
concerned at Amritsar and
the operating crew for not
reporting  the event” the
DGCA official said.

The aircraft had taken off
from Delhi at 9.18 pm on
Monday night and was sup-
posed to land at Amritsar's
&ri Guru Ram Das Jee Inter-
national Airport at 10.30 pm,
bt the plane, diunng the
“holding pattern” todelay the
arrival at the airport, deviated
from its route and entered

Pakistan's airspace briefly.
Sources in the Airports
Authority of India, which
manages the Amritsar air-
port, sakd the local airport
control room instructed the
aircraft to return to Delhi
where it landed safely. About
two hours later, after getting
due permission, the plane
took off again for Amritsar
and landed there at 2,20 am.,
The passengers had to face a
delay of about four hours,
The details about the num-
ber of passengers on board
the Air India plane could not
be ascertained. Earlier last
weels, an Air Tndia flight oper-
ating fmom Delhi to Raipur
was hit by a bird during its
landing at the Raipur airport.
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