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Kolkata airport boosts safety against bird strikes, laser threats

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: A high-level meet-
ing of the Aerodrome Environ-
ment Management Committee
(AEMC) was held at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport,
Kolkata, on Friday seeking to
address the problem of bird
strikes and laser light interfer-
ence in flight zones.

The meeting was chaired by
Nandini Chakraborty, princi-
pal secretary, Home depart-
ment, and attended by senior
IAS officers, representatives

from the Airports Authority
of India (AAI), municipalities
and major airlines.

One of the major concerns
discussed was the presence of
garbage dumps around the air-
port, which contribute signifi-
cantly to increased bird activity
— amajor cause of bird strikes.

Municipal representatives
assured the committee that reg-
ular cleaning is being inten-
sified, unauthorised fish and
meat shops are being evicted
and closed garbage vats are
being installed to reduce open
dumping. The principal sec-

The meeting wos chaired by Nandini Chakraborty and attended by
senior 1AS officers, representatives from the AAI, municipalities and

major airlines

FIC/MPOST

retary advised continuous
vigilance in maintaining clean-

liness in the airport vicinity.
The committee also dis-

cussed the recent decline in
bird strike incidents, attrib-
uting the improvement to a
scientific bird study commis-
sioned by AAL However, con-
tinued preventive action was
strongly recommended.

Another issue discussed
was addressing the problem of
laser lights.

The principal secretary
directed municipal authori-
ties and police to strictly mon-
itor and restrict laser activities
in the critical flight zones. She
called for strict enforcement
of DGCA regulations and

increase in public awareness.

Additional concerns
included the removal of tall
trees and obstacles, the clean-
ing of external drains to
prevent waterlogging.

Airport director PR Beuria
emphasised that NSCBI Air-
port, the fifth busiest in India,
manages over 400 daily flight
movements and is capable
of handling Code-E wide-
body aircraft.

He underscored that safety
is paramount and collaborative
efforts are essential to maintain
a hazard-free airspace.
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Kolkataairport AEMC meetheld on safety measures

A meeting was conducied at
Kolkata Airport under the
chairmanship of Nandhini
Chakraborty, Principal Sec-
retary, Home Department,
povemment of YWest Bengal,
to discuss measures taken to
effectively deal wa thbird activ
ities anid other concems related
to safe aircraft opemtions at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Intemational (NSCBE Airport,
Kolkata.

[he meeting was attended
by Dr PR Beurin, Airport Direc-
tor, NSCBIAirport along with
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senior LAS officers from West
Bengal, Senior offidals of AAL
Municipalities, otherde pari

ments and representatives
from abrlines,

Key discussions centered on
the vrpent need for effectively
coveral garbape pits and com-
prehensive garbage cleaning
in the airpon’s vicinity to mit

igate bird activity, asignificant
hazard to aircrafi. Statistics
presented highlighted a con

ceming number of bird strikes
in the preceding months,
undascoringthe crtcal impor

tance of robust waste man-
agement proctices by sur

rounding municipalities o
deter birds from the aero

drome.
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GMR Airports
postsT263cr
lossin Q4

GMR Airports saw its con-
solidated loss widen to Ris
253 crore in the three
months ended March
2025 even as total income
rose during the same
period, The company had
a loss of Rs 168 crorein
the year-ago period. The
figures are after tax for
continuing operations.
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IGI airport police arrests 3
for fraudulent activities

NEW DELHI: Three people
were apprehended by the IGI
airport police for frandulent
activities on May 18,

Amit, a resident of Panipat's
Harinagar, Mohit of Panipat’s
Khatpura and Harjinder Singh
of Johar Majra Kalan from Kar-
nal were caught while assist-
ing in getting another person’s
passport so that the passenger
could travel o Canada.

The case’s facts include that
on the night of May 17-18,

2025, a male Indian passenger
with an Indian passport issued
in Pawan Dultt’s name arrived
at IGI Airport and went to
departure immigration clear-
ance since he was scheduled
to board a [I:ig]'ll to Toromnto,
Canada. Upon examination
of his credentials and travel
documents, it appears that he
atternpled to travel using some-
one elses passport because
the passport’s photo does not
match the passengers. WO
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Airport officials meet state home
secretary, discuss air safety measures

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 23 MAY

Ahigh-level meeting of the
Aerodrome Environment
Management Committee
(AEMC) was held today at
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International (NSCBI) Air-
port to address environ-
mental risks affecting flight
safety, especially incidents
of bird strike.

Chaired by Ms Nandhini
Chakraborty, principal sec-
retary home department,
the meeting focused on mit-
igating bird strikes, laser
light hazards, and other
threats to safe aircraft oper-
ations. Airport director PR
Beuria informed attendees
that NSCBI Airport, currently
the fifth busiest in India,
handles over 400 daily air-
craft movements and is fully
equipped for wide-body
Code-E aircraft. He empha-
sised that ensuring the safety
of aircraft remains a top
priority. Key issues discussed
included the need for better
waste management in near-
bymunicipal areas to reduce
bird activity.

Municipal officials com-

mitted to increasing garbage
clearance frequency and
closing open vats. The evic-
tion of unauthorised fish
and meat shops was also
highlighted as a preventive
step. Aspecialised agency’s
bird study data was shared
with stakeholders, showing
a decline in bird strikes.
However, Ms Chakraborty,
urged continuation and
enhancement of preventive
measures to reach zero bird
incidents. Other concerns
included the removal of tall

trees and physical obstacles,
cleaning of drains around
the airport to prevent water-
logging, and the serious
risks posed by laser beam
interference. Officials were
instructed to strictly enforce
DGCA guidelines and restrict
unauthorized laser use and
drone activity near the air-
port. The meeting conclud-
ed, reaffirming the com-
mitment to a coordinated
approach to ensure air safety
and secure airport opera-
tions.
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Drone attack near Moscow airport delays flight
carrying Kanimozhi-led Op Smdoor delegation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DE 23 MAY

A flight carrying DMK MP
Kanimozhi's multi-party del-
egation, taking India's mes-
sage on Op Sindoor and anti-
terrorism to the world, was
forced to circle in the air for
an extended period during
her travel to Russia.

According tomedia reports,
the flight could not land due
to a drone attack near the
Moscow airport. This led to
a temporary suspension of
all domesticand international
flight operations.

After several hours of
delay, the multi-party dele-
gation led by DMK lawmaker
Kanimozhi, which is a part
of seven delegations under
India’s aggressive global cam-
paign to expose Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism, landed
safely in Moscow on
Thursday.

This is the first leg of a
five-nation tour of the dele-

gation to sensitise the inter-
national community on Pak-
istan-sponsored cross-border
terrorism, a month after the
Pahalgam attack that claimed
26 innocent lives.

The Indian Embassy in
Moscow, in a post on X, said
on Friday moming, “All-party
delegation led by member
of Parliament Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi @Kani-
mozhiDMK arrives in Moscow
to convey India’s strong

resolve to fight terrorism in
all its forms.”

Thisis the third delegation
sent by the Indian govern-
ment, as part of the global
outreach programme on
Operation Sindoor, exposing
Pakistan and the terror groups
emanating from its soil.

The delegation was
received by India's Ambas-
sador to Russia, Vinay Kumar.

“On arrival at Moscow's
Domodedovo Airport the

Members of Parliament Kan-
imozhi Karunanidhi, Rajeev
Rai, Captain Brijesh Chowta,
Prem Chand Gupta, Ashok
Kumar Mittal, Ambassador
Manjeev Singh Puri, wel-
comed by Ambassador of
India to the Russian Feder-
ation H.E. Vinay Kumar,” the
statement by the Indian
Embassy in Moscow said in
aposton X.

The delegationled by Kan-
imozhi comprises of Sama-
jwadi Party MP Rajeev Rai,
BJPMP Captain Brijesh Chow-

a (Retd.); RID MP Prem
Chand Gupta, AAP MP Ashok
Kumar Mittal, and former
Ambassador of India to the
EU, Belgium, Luxembourg
and Nepal; Former Deputy
Permanent Representative
of India to the UN, Ambas-
sador Manjeev Singh Puri.

The Kanzimozhi-led multi-
party delegation will visit
Spain, Greece, Slovenia, and
Latvia in the later phases of
their visit.
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Not allowed into Pak airspace, IndiGo
flight navigates storm; DGCA to probe

|
Dur Bureau
Hew Dubhi

The DHZCA has started an in-
vestigation into the incident
involving an IndiGo A321
Neo aircraft  that  en-
countered severe turbulence
and a hailstorm while cruis-
ings at 36,000 feet near Path-
ankot on May 21.

As per the crew statement
made to the competent au-
thority, efforts were made to
manoeuvre awey from the in-
clement weather system by
requesting permission from
the Indian Air Force's north-
ern control (IAF) to divert
towards the international
border. This request was
denied by the IAF. Sub-
sequently, the crew reached
out to the Lahore ATC to
enter its airspace to svoid the
weather, but this request was
denied as well.

Consequently, the crew,
the [MGCA said, attempted to
return to Delhi; however, the
6E-2142 flight had neared
the thunderstorm cloud.

The Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo
BE-2142 flight en

“They decided to navigate
through the weather. Sub-
sequently, they encountered
a hailstorm and severe tur-
bulence. They chose to con-
tinue at the same heading to
exit the weather by the
shortest route towards Srin-
agar,” the IMGCA said.

RISKY JUDDGMENT
Experts told businessline that
the decision to push thro
the cloud would be a key e
ment of the investigation.
“At the time of departure,
the erew were made aware of
bad weather in Srinagar, in-
cluding  satellite  pictures,

severe icing and hail, and a
NOTAM from Pakistan clos-
ing its airspace for Indian air-
craft. Yet, why didn't they di-
wvert to  Amntsar or
Chandigarh and wait for the
weather to improve and then
attempt a landing in Srin-
arar?” aviation expert Mark
Martin told businessline.

“Srinagar is an aggressive
terrain @ and  with  bad
weather, flying into a thun-
derstorm was the riskiest
gamble to take with 180 lives
on board. There will be a full-
blown DGCA imvestigation
into this; the action by the
crew was reckless. Twon't be
surprised if the crew's li-
cences are suspended.”

However a senior airline
pilot said: “The pilots may
have got into & bad situation
because of poor judgment
bat they got out of it because
of the right sklls.”

“They displayed correct
fiving technigque and crew re-
source management skills
while negotiating the storm,
and that meeds to be ap-
plauded too,” he added.
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[ndia extends airspace ban
fm Pak airlines till June 2%

Frus Trust of India
Mew Delhi

India on Friday extended the
closure of its airspace for
ﬂ ts operated by Pakistan
incs by another month il
Ju:n: 23, according  to
sources. The ban imposed on
April 30 as part of varions
measures teken by the gov-
ernment against Pakistan in
the wake of the Pahalgam
terror attack was set to ex-
pire on May 23 (Saturday).
The Indian airspace will
not be available for aircraft
registered in Pakistan as well
as for planes  operated,
owmed or leased by Pakistan
girlines and operators tll

June 23, 2025, accordin
the fresh NOTAM issued on
Friday.

As per the NOTAM, the
ban will also be applicable to
Pakistan’s military aircraft.

Pakistan has also exten-
ded the ban on its airspace
for Indian fights by a month
till June 24,

{Om April 23, a day after the
Pehalgam attack, India an-
nounced a raft of punitive
measures against Paldstan,
including suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty, shut-
ting down of the only opera-
tional land border crossi
at Artari and downgradi n.g:':ﬁ'
diplomatic ties in view of
cross-border links to the
MASSACTe.
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HAILSTORM-HIT INDIGO FLIGHT
DENIED ENTRY TO PAK AIRSPACE

The aireraft encountered autopilot failure, stall warnings, and

rapid descent up to 8,500 feet per minute, according toa DGCA probe

TOG METWORK /AGEMCIES

W

e Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)Y on Friday

confirmed that an IndiGo
Might From Delhi to Sri-
nagar that was caught in a
hailstorm on Wednesday
was denied entry into Pak-
istani airspace which was
sought by the pilot to avoid
furbulence,

In a detailed statement
about the incident, the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA hsaid
there was no injury toany
HESENKETE who were on
the Oight and that the air-
eraft’s “nose radome” was
damaged.

The incident of the air-
erafl encountering lurbu-
lenice is being probed by
the DGCA,.

PHOTO: 4@ WEATHER MONITOR

On Wednezday, IndiGo’s
Al neo atrerall operating
flight 6E 2142 encountered
hailstorm and severe tur-
bulence near Pathankot,

“As per crew staterment,
thev requested Northem
control (TAF} for deviation

towards left {(Intemaiional
Border) due to weather on
the route, however, it was
nol approved.

“Later, the erew con-
tacted Lahore toenter into
their airspace to avoid the
weather but the sume was
refused too,” DGCA said.

light pilofs request to use
the Pakistan airspace to
aveid turbulence.

Indian Alr Foree (IAF)
sources said the North
ern Area Control advised
the IndiGo crew within
the frame of the NOTAM,
ensuring safety of aireralt
and passengers.

Pakistan civil aviation
authorities have issued the
NOTAM (Notice to Adr-
men) shutting the coun-
try's airspace for Indian
aireralt.

The sources said the

BF3

‘“West supported military
regime in Pakistan’

AGEMCIES

Moo has supported the
military regime and un-
dermined democracy in
Pakistan in somany ways as
mich as the West, External
Affarrs Minister 5 Jaishan-
kar has said.He deseribed
the threat of terrorism as a
mgor “collective challenge”
facing the world alongside
climate change and grow-
ing poverty.

In an ioterview o Dandsh
daily Politiken, |aishankar
criticised Furope for hack-
ing Pakistan when it was
under mililary dictator-
shi

“COar horders have heen

IndiGo flight denied entry to Pak airspace

COMTINUED FRAM P

IndiGo aircrall was im-
mediately assisted in co-
ordinating their route
diversion by contacting
Delhi Area and passing
requisite contact fregquen-
cies of Lahore conteal for
overflight weather diver-
s1im1 reguest.

Onee Lahore refused
overflight clearance, and
the atrcrall proceeded (o-
wards Srinagar, the Might
was subsequently profes-
sionally assisted till a safe-
landing at Srinagar airfield

by giving control vectors
and groundspeed repd-
ouls, the sources said.

According to the DGOA,
the IndiGo flight crew ini-
tially attempted to return
bul as they were close o
the thunderstorm cloud,
they decided to penetrate
the weather.

“Subsequently. they en-
eountered hailstorm and
severe turbulence, Crew
chose (o continue at Lhe
same heading to exit the
weather by the shortest
route towards Srinagar,”
the statement said.

While in a thunderstorm
cloud, the regulator said
warnings of Angle ol At-
tack fault, Alternate Law
protection lost, backup
Speed scale unreliable
were Lrgeered.

“Due to updraft and
downdraft encountered by
the aircrafi the Autopilot
trippeed and aireraft speed
had wide variations. Asa
result, Maximum Cper-
ating Speed/Maximum
operating Mach (VMO/
MM O) warnings and re-
peated stall warnings were
triggered,” (he statement

said.

During this period, DGCA
sadd the atrerafl rate of de-
scent reached 8500 fpm
(feet per minute) and crew
flew the aircraft manu-
ally iill they exiied the hail-
storm.

“After carrving out all
checklist actions (ECAM
actioms), the crew declared
PANPAN toSrinagar ATC
and requested for RADAR
vectors and made a safe
landing with Auto Thrust
operating normally,” the
staternent said.

Generally, ‘PAN PAN' re-
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violated by Pakistan in
Kashmir ever since our in-
dependence in 1947, And
what have we seen in the
eight decades since then,”
b i,

“That large, demaocratic
Eurape, to use your own
term, has stood side by side
with military dicliatorships
in the region,”

BP:

frrs to an emergeney situa-
tion, The regulator sid the
maller is under investiga-
tion and that there was no
injury taany of the passen-
gers on-board the flight.

"Posi-Might walk around
revealed damage to the
Nose radome,” the state-
ment said.

Om Thursday, IndiGo, ina
statement, said the aircraft
was undergoing necessary
ingpection and mainte-
nance in Srinagar and will
resume aperations onee all
clearances have been se-
cured
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British Airways flight returns
due to technical glitch

BENGALURU, DHNS: A Brit-
ish Airways flight en route to
London returned to Benga-
luru nearly two hours after
departure due to a technical
glitch on Friday moming.
Flight BA 118, which de-
parted from Bengaluru at
7.40 am on Friday, returned
after experiencing a techni-
cal glitch near the Abu Dhabi
airspace, Bengaluru airport
sources told DH. “The details

ing returned to BLR after a
few hours. We are still in the
plane, but no valid informa-
tion other than saying they
have noinfo. Hopetogetonto
the skies soon .” British Air-
ways responded to the query,
acknowledgingthedisruption
in service and offering to as-
sist withe the booking. The
flight later departed to Heath-
row Airport, London, around
2.30pm.

of the glitch were
not specified by
the airlines,” they
said.

The fight, a
Boeing 777, sup-
posed to depart at
6.45 am, was de-
layed by an hour.

Satish Medapa-
ti (Smedapati),
a passenger on-
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board, posted on | -
X: “BAlI8 BLR- | B
LON this morn-
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90089 81243
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IAF confirms Pak didn’t allow IndiGo to use airspace

HKALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Indian Air Force on
TFriday confirmed that

the ill-fated Delhi-Sri-
nagar Indigo flight was refused
permission to alter its course
and move towards the western
border because of a notice from
Pakistan decla ing its airspace
unavailable for Indian aircraft.
Deccan Herald had reported
on Thursday that the aircraft

had to do an emergency land-
ing after Pakistan denied per-
mission to use itsairspace.
Sourcessaid the IAF provided
thecontact frequency of Lahore
airport for “overflight weather
diversion request”, but such a
request wasdenied by Pakistan.
Leftwith few options, the pi-
lotsdecided toflyintothe storm
and encountered a “hailstorm
and severe turbulence”, but
managed to land the aircraft
with over 220 people onboard

atSrinagarwitha broken nose.

At one point in time, the
aircraft descended at a rate of
8500 ft per minute, which is
nearly three times the normal
rate of descent.

Since New Delhi launched
Operation Sindoor amonth ago,
Islamabad dloseditsairspacefor
Indian aircraft, and New Delhi
reciprocated.On Friday, India
extended the NOTAM (noticeto
airmen) byone more month {(up
to June 23), closing the airspace

for Pakistani aircraft.

On Wednesday, Indigo’s
A321 Neo aircraft (6E-2142
Delhi-Srinagar flight) was
cruising at an altitude of
36,000 ft when it faced a hail-
storm near Pathankot.

“As per the crew, they re-
quested Northern Control
(IAF) for deviation towards
the left (international border)
duetoweather. However, itwas
notapproved,”the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation said.
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AIR TURBULENCE | Shiv Sena has given a 10-day ultimatum to
IndiGo to terminate their wet-lease deal with Turkish Airlines

After Celebi, Sena wants to
snip Turkish Airlines’ wings

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAI

After its movement led to the
termination of Turkish com-
pany Celebis airport ground
handling contracts, the Shiv
Sena has now given a 10-day
ultimatum to IndiGo to ter-
minate their wetdease agree-
ment with Turkish Airlines.
The party has also demanded
the ministry of civil aviation
(MoCA) to change the wet
leasing provisions o prevent
aviation crew from diplomati-
cally hostile nations from
operating regularly on Indian
routes.

It has also demanded that
foreign crews or foreign-
flagged aircraft should not be
allowed to regularly operate
on Indian moutes.

IndiGo entered into a wet-
lease agreement with Turkish
Airlines in 2023, under which
it was provided with two
planes with pilots and crew by
the latter to operate flights
from New Delhi and Mumbai
to Istanbul. The agreement is
due for renewal on May 3L

Both the airlines also entered
into a codeshare partnership,
which allows both airlines to
sell seats on flights operated
by another,

The Shiv Sena has written
to IndiGo’s chief executive
officer, station manager at
Mumbai Airport and the
MoCA expressing concerns
regarding the lease agree-
ment. A delegation led by
Andheri East MLA Murji Patel
and Shiv Sena leader Kunal
Sarmalkar, who is also the
general secretary of Airport
Aviation Employees Union,
visited the Terminal-l of
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
(CSMIA) to meet the airlines
station manager and mark
their protest.

Ohjections

were raised

i

[y

against the foreign crew's rou-
tine access to Indian passen-
gers, airport facilities and sen-
sitive operational data. Shiv
Sena has alleged that the lease
agreement gives commercial
and operational advantage to
a foreign airline while it
undermines domestic avi-
ation operators and India’s
aviation autonomy

Patel, who was the first to
demand  termination of
Celebis contract, said, “This
arrangement, in the current
geopolitical context, is alarm-
ing and unacceptable. The
Turkish government has
openly expressed diplomatic
and political support  for
Pakistan, especially during
recent hostile exchanges
between India and Pakistan.
Continuing to allew Turkish

=

The party has

demanded that the

ministry of civil
aviation changes the
wet-leasing provisions
to prevent aviation
crew from
diplomatically hostile
nations from operating
regularly on Indian
routes

The party has
demanded that
foreigncrews or

foreign-flagged aircraft
should not be allowed

toregularly operate on
Indian routes

The Indigo-Turkish

Airlines

agreement is due
for renewal on May 31

nationals and Turkish-regis-
tered aircraft to operate
within Indian airspace and at
Indian  airports  directly
contradicts the spirit of
national security and sover-
eignty”
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IndiGo Srinagar flight crew’s request to
enter Pak airspace toavoid turbulence

was rejected:

Press Trustof India
Mew Delhi, May 23

Aviation watchdog DGCA
on Friday said the crew of
the IndiGo flight from the
national capital to Srinagar
on Wednesday had sought
permission to enter Pakistan
airspace to avoid turbulence
but the request was rejected.

In a detailed statement
about the incident, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said there
was no injury toany passen-
gers who were on the flight
and that the aircraft's “nose
radome” was damaged.

The incident of the air-
craft encountering turbu-
lence is being probed by the
DGCA.

On Wednesday, IndiGo's
Af#21 neo aircraft operating
flight 6E 2142 encountered
hailstorm and severe turbu-
lence near Pathankaot.

“As per crew statement,
they requested Northern
control (LAF) for deviation
towards left (International
Border) due to weather on
the route, however, it was
not approved.

“Later, the crew contacted
Lahore to enter into their
airspace to avoid the weath-
er but the same was refused
too,” DGCA said.

The DGCA statement
confirms PT1 report of May
22 that the Lahore ATC had
rejected the flight pilot's
request to use the Pakistan
airspace to avoid turbulence.

DGCA

Indian Air Force ({IAF)
sources said the Northemn
Area Control advised the
IndiGo crew within the
frame of the NOTAM, ensur-
ing safety of aircraft and pas-
SENEEers.

Pakistan civil aviation
authorities have issued the
NOTAM (Notice to Airmen}
shutting the country's air-
space for Indian aircraft.

The sources said the
IndiGoaircraft wasimmedi-
ately assisted in co-ordinat-
ing their route diversion by
contacting Delhi Area and
passing requisite contact fre-
quencies of Lahore control
for overflight weather diver-
sion request.

Once Lahore refused
overflight clearance, and the
aircraft proceeded towards
Srinagar, the flight was subse-
quently professionall v assisted
till a safe-landing at Srinagar
airfield by giving control vec
tors and groundspeed read-
outs, the sources said.

According to the DGCA,
the IndiGo flight crew initial-
Iy attempted to return butas
they were close to the thun-
derstorm cloud, they decided
to penetrate the weather.

“Subsequently, they
encountered hailstorm and
severe turbulence. Crew
chose to continue at the same
heading to exit the weather
by the shortest route towards
Srinagar,” the statement said.

While in a thunderstorm
cloud, the regulator said
warnings of Angle of Attack

fault, Alternate Law protec-
tion lost, backup Speedscale
unreliable were triggered.

“Due to updraft and
downdraft encountered by
the aircraft the Autopilot
tripped and aircraft speed
had wide variations. As a
result, Maximum Operat-
ing Speed/Maximum oper-
ating Mach (VMO/MMO)
warnings and repeated stall
warnings were triggered,”
the statement said.

During this period, DGCA
gaid the aircraft rate of
descent reached 8,500 fpm
(feet per minute) and crew
flew the aircraft manually
till they exited the hailstorm.

“After carrying out all
checklist actions (ECAM
actions), the crew declared
‘PAN PAN' to Srinagar ATC
and requested for RADAR vec
tors and made a safe landing
with Auto Thrust operating
normally,” the statement said.

Generally, 'PAN PAN’'
refers to an emergency sito-
ation.

The regulator said the
matter 1s under investiga-
tion and that there was no
injury to any of the passen-
gers on-board the flight.

“Postflight walk around
revealed damage to the Nose
radome,” the statement said.

On Thursday, IndiGo, in
a statement, said the aircraft
was undergoing necessary
inspection and maintenance
in Srinagar and will resume
operations once all clearanc-
es have been secured.
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DGCA grounds IndiGo pilots of
turbulent Delhi-Srinagar flight

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India's aviation regu-
lator grounded two pilots who
operated an IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Srinagar on Wednesday
evening after it flew through
severe hailstorm, officials said on
Friday as new details emerged of
their interaction with traffic con-
trollers in Lahore and Srinagar
amid what was a narrow escape
for the 227 people on board.

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) revealed in a
statement that the Airbus A321
Neo at one point plummeted at
8,500 feet per minute—more than
four times the normal descent
rate—as multiple flight control
systems failed while trapped
inside the storm, with pilots
receiving simultaneous warnings
of both stall (a condition in which
an aircraft begins to lose altitude)
and overspeed conditions as they
fought to regain control.

Details also emerged of how the
pilots initiated contact with air
traffic control in Pakistan after
Indian controllers, bound by recip-
rocal airspace restrictions follow-
ing military tensions, advised
against deviating westwards but
provided contact frequencies to
coordinate directly with Lahore
ATC, which denied the request
despite the emergency. “The mat-
ter is under investigation by the

Post flight walk around revealed damage to the nose radome of
the Airbus A321 Neo, the DGCA said on Friday. PTI

DGCA," the regulator confirmed.
“As part of the investigations, the
two pilots are grounded pending
investigation,” a DGCA official
said, asking not to be named.

Civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu acknowledged the
gravity of the situation.

“We are looking into the inci-
dent, but in the meantime from
the information that I have, 1
would like to appreciate the efforts
of the pilots and the crew who
have been very composed in the
way they have handled even in
that weather that the flight has
gone through,” Naidu said.

The incident, described by pas-
sengers as “a near-death experi-
ence”, unfolded on IndiGo flight
6E-2142, which departed Delhi's

Indira Gandhi International Air-
port at approximately 4:55pm and
managed to land in Srinagar at
6:25pm, according to Flightra-
dar24 tracking data.

The crisis began when the air-
craft “entered hailstorm and
severe furbulence near Pathankot™
whilst “cruising at FL360" (36,000
feet), according to the regulator’s
statement.

Recognising the danger ahead,
the pilots “requested northern
control (under the Indian Air
Force) for deviation towards left
(the international border) due to
weather on the route, however it
was not approved.”

Growing increasingly desperate
as the storm approached, the
“crew contacted Lahore to enter

into their airspace to avoid the
weather but the same was
refused,” the DGCA stated, con-
firming the aircraft was denied
entry to Pakistani airspace despite
the developing emergency.

The denials were rooted in the
ongoing NOTAM issued by both
sides against aircraft registered in
the other country. According toa
person aware of the matter in the
defence ministry, the IAF control's
denial was an advisory based on
the Pakistani NOTAM, in place
since the cross-border military
operations earlier this month.

“Northern area control advised
the Indigo crew within the frame
of the NOTAM... and immediately
assisted in coordinating their
route diversion by contacting
Delhi and passing the requisite
contact frequencies of Lahore con-
trol for an overflight weather
diversion request,” this person
explained.

However, Lahore control,
according to the DGCA, did not
allow overtlight permission, leav-
ing the crew with no viable escape
route. The “crew initially
attempted to return back but as
they were close to the thunder
storm cloud, they decided to pene-
trate the weather,” the regulator
stated.

What followed was a cacoph-
ony of alarms and alerts for the
pilots. “While in thunder storm
cloud, warnings of angle of attack

fault, alternate law protection lost,
backup speed scale unreliable
were triggered. Due to updraft and
down draft encountered by the air-
craft the autopilot tripped and air-
craft speed had wide variations,”
the DGCA stated.

In other words, several of the
aircraft’s computerised systems
failed one by one, forcing the pilots
to fly manually through violent
turbulence without reliable instru-
ments or protections that prevent
a modern airliner from stalling or
exceeding its structural limits.

At the height of the crisis, “the
aircraft rate of descent reached
8500 fpm,” the DGCA stated.
“Crew flew the aircraft manually
till they exit the hailstorm.” For
context, aircraft normally descend
at 1,500 to 2,000 feet per minute.

After regaining control, the
crew declared emergency. “After
carrying out all check list actions,
crew declared PAN PAN to Srina-
gar ATC and requested for radar
vectors and made a safe landing
with auto thrust operating nor-
mally,” the report stated. PAN PAN
isan international urgency signal
indicating serious difficulty requir-
ing assistance, one level below a
MAYDAY distress call

The DGCA confirmed no pas-
sengers were injured, though “post
flight walk around revealed dam-
age to the nose radome ™ —impact
damage visible as holes in the air-
craft’s nose structure.
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INDIGO REQUEST
TO ENTER PAK
AIRSPACE WAS
REJECTED: DGCA

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The aviation regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), on Friday said
the crew of IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Srinagar on Wednesday
had sought permission to enter
the Pakistan airspace to avoid
turbulence due to extreme
weather conditions, but the
request was rejected.

“The flight 6E 2142, operated
by an Airbus A321 Neo and reg-
istered as VT IMD, was cruising
at 36,000 feet when it encoun-
tered a violent storm near
Pathankot. The aircraft was
struck by hail and faced intense
turbulence, causing major dis-
ruptions to its flight systems,” a
statement issued by the DGCA
read. The DGCA confirmed that
the pilot declared PAN PAN to
Srinagar air traffic control
(ATC).

In airline nomenclature,
“pan-pan” is a call for help that
is less critical than a “mayday”
but still requires immediate
attention and assistance from
the authorities or other vessels/
aircraft.

The incident of the aircraft
encountering turbulence is
being probed by the DGCA.

On Wednesday, IndiGo’s A321
neo aircraft operating flight 6E
2142 encountered hailstorm and
severe turbulence mnear
Pathankot.
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FLIGHT'S REQUEST
TO ENTER PAK
AIRSPACE WAS
REJECTED: DGCA

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Aviation watchdog
DGCA on Friday said the crew of
the IndiGo flight from the
national capital to Srinagar on
Wednesday had sought permis-
sion to enter Pakistan airspace to
avoid turbulence but the request
was rejected.

In a detailed statement about
the incident, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said there was no injury to any
passengers who were on the
flight and that the aircraft’s
“nose radome” was damaged.

The incident of the aircraft
encountering turbulence is
being probed by the DGCA.

On Wednesday, IndiGo's A321
neo aircraft operating flight 6E
2142 encountered hailstorm and
severe turbulence near
Pathankot.

“As per crew statement, they
requested Northern control
(IAF) for deviation towards left
(International Border) due to
weather on the route, however, it
was not approved. Later, the
crew contacted Lahore to enter
into their airspace to avoid the
weather but the same was
refused too,” DGCA said.

According to DGCA, the crew
attempted to return back but as
they were close to the thunder-
storm cloud, they decided to
penetrate the weather.
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Flightradar24 map shows the plane deviating from its path and moving in a

KOLEATA

circle to avoid extreme turbulence after crossing Pathan kot

New Delhi: An IndiGe
flight earrying 227 pas-
sengers including five Tri-
namool MPs from Delhi to
Srinagar few into a hail-
storm on Wednesday, suf-
fered severe jolts that trig-
gored multiple warnings
in the cockpit, plunged
alarmingly and was de-
nied a request for emer-
gency passage through Pa-
Kistani airspace.

Flight 6E 2142 eventually
landed safelv at Srinagar with
the pilots relying on manual
fl¥ing skills. No Injuries were
reported but the aircraft's
“nose radom’ was damaged.

Whiplash weather wasn't
the only hazard the passenger
alreraft was careeming through
on its way to Srinagar. The
flight could potentlally have
come close o friggering an in-
ternational alrspace incident
at a ime when the skies along
the India-Pakistan frontler are
wrought with hostility, and
both have barred use of their
alrspace weach other’s alreraft.

Other than being a conmer-
cial atrport, Srinagar s alsoa
sansitive frward alr force base.
Very close by Is angther Indilan
Alr Force defence and assanlt
facility at Awantipora.

At the tlme the trou-
hled alrliner was struggllng
through hostile weather
{possibly in the proximity of
Pathankot, which IHes close
to the Pakistan border and
is approximately 45 minutes
from Lahore), Amritsar and
Jammu were possibly the
closest atrports. But the drift
of the hurricane-grade winds
probably squared them off the
euation for the alriiner.

“It was a near-death expe-
rence,” NDTV guoted one of
the MPs on board, Sagarika
Ghose, as saying after land-
ing. “People were scream-
Ing, praving, panicking. Hats
off to the pllot who brought
us through.”

Shefkh Samiullah, a fre-
quoent fller, sald he and other
DASSENEETS Were screaming
and even the flight attendants
were crylng, The New York
Times reported.

“They were calling their
gods, we were calling our
gods.” Samiullah, 33, sald
of the passengers shouting
prayers in Hindl and Arabic.
“We thought it was our last
Might, we thought we were
golng todle.”

‘The plane jolted upwards
and from side to side, and then
plunged agaln over a period
of five to six minutes, Sami-
ullah said. He was sure the
plane would crash into the
MOUTTALLS Delow OF e Struck
by the lighining visible from
the windows.

At one polni, the Alrbas
AdZl descended at the rate of
B,500fpm ( feet per minute), far
excooding the typlcal 1,500-
3.000fpm for a standard ap-
proach, NDTV reported.

Theflight, which had taken
off at 4.55pm, was hit by tar-
bulence over Pathankot near
the Pakistan border, at a point
00km from Jammu alrport,
100km from Amritsar afr-
part and 140km from Lahore,
sonrees sald.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 P

The cracked nose of the turbulence-hit Delhi-Srinagar flight
on Wednesday. (FTI)

A plane’s tryst \'l_fith_ danger

» FROM PAGE 1

A statement from civil avl-
ation regulator DGCA satd
the crew inltlally attempted
0 turn back but ag they were
close to the thunderstorm
cloud, they decided to pene-
trato the weather,

While the alrcraft was
passing through a thunder-
storm cloud, the regulator
sald, warnings flashed in the
cockpit about an Angle of At-
tack fault, lost Alternate Law
protection, and unreliable
backup spead scale,

“I'me to updraft and down-
draft... the autopilot tripped
and afreraft speed had wide
variatlons. As a result, Max-
imum Operating Speed/
Maximum operating Mach
warnings and repeated stall
warnings were triggered,” the
DGCA said.

It sald the crow requested
the Indlan Alr Fores “for de-
viation towards left (Pakistan
border). .. however, it was not
approved... Later, the crew oon-
tacted Lahore to enter into their
{Pakistani) airspace to avoid the
weather but_.. was refused.”

Later, “the crew declared
‘PAN PAN' (an emergency
situation) to Srinagar ATC...
and made a safe landing”, the
DGCA sald

It said the matter was
inder Investgation.

On Thursday, IndGo sald
the aircraft was undergoing
the necessary inspection and
malntenance In Srinagar be-
fore belng cleared for further
Operations.

Apart from Ghose, the Tri-
namool delegation on board
ineluded MPs Derek O°Brien,
Nadimul Haque, Manas Bhu-
nia and Mamata Thakur.

IAF clarities

AnIAF statement said that ac-
cording to a Notam (Notlce to
Alrmen), Fakistan] alrspace
wasnot available for India-reg-
isterad alreraft. Therefore, the
IAF's Northern Areq Control
advised the Indlgo crew ac-

iy

cordingly to ensure the safety
of the alreraft amd passengers.
(Indim and Pakistan have
both extended their Notams
t1l June 23. The earller No-
RIS Wele b0 expireorn May 23.)
However, the JAF provid-
ed the IndiGo fght with “re-
al-tlme assistance, including
CONLrol vectors and ground-
speed updates to guide the atr-
craft and ensure a safe land-
g, alr foree sounces sald.
An IAF official sald that in
normal tmes, India and Paki-
stan help ensure the safety of
eachother's civillan alreraft.
He recalled that m May
2023, a Pakistan Internation-
4l Alrlines Boelng T77 from
Muscat had crossed nto Indi-
an atrspace after bad weather
prevented a landing in La-
hore. Under ITAF monttoring,
the plane flew over the city of
Tarn Taran (Punjab) before
re-ontering Pakistan! alrspace
and landing in Multan.

Questions

San)ay Lazar, aviatlon expert
and CEO of Avalaz Constltants,

A soldier on patrol outside Srinagar airport on May 20 after light services were

fully restored. (FTI)

sald the Lahore ATC's refusal
of the GO crew's request
showed a “1ack of empathy”

He, howeser, added: “India
and Paklstan are at semi-war
Status and thelr alrspaces arg
closed to each other’s traffic.
The question that arises is, did
thit Indlgo flght declars May-
day or Pan Pan?"

IndiGo has not answered
this question vet.

Aviatlon experts were dl-
vided on the pllot's declsion
not to choose an alternative
alrport for landing.

The ALPA Indla president,
Captain Sam Thomas, sald the
pilot had shown confidence
and taken a wise declslon in
conttmuing to fiy to Srinagar.
He said the damage to the
flight’s nose would have had
Ittle Impact.

But the CED of Martin
Consulting, Mark D). Martin,
asked why the fllght hadn't
diverted to Amritsar or Chan-
digrah instead of entering the
bad weather.

“Srinagar 1s aggrossive
terraln and with bad weather,

flying into a CB (cumulonim-
bus) thunderstom cloud was
the riskiest gnmble to take,”
he said.

“The actlon by the crew
was reckless. Thank heavens,
ek was on(thetr) sida.

Cockpit warnings
An NDTV report explained
that an Angle of Attack sensar
Eault, possibly from hafl or 1ce,
can dlsrupt the stall warning
system, which alerts pllots with
lights, sounds or vibratons
whon the wing's angle to the
alrflow risks a stall, causing the
plane to lose Wt and cotrrol.
Alternate Law is a degrad-
od Mght control mode in Afr.
b fv-hy-Wire systems where
certain automated protec-
tions, like stall and overspeed
safeguards, are disabled, re-
quiring more direct pilot con-
trol, NDTV explained.
Unreliable alrspeed read-
Ings, lkely from blocked
pitot tuhes (which measure
alrspeed), triggered repeat-
od stall and maximum spesd
WATTHNES, It added.

24 MAY 2025

RIGHT

36,000ft above the ground, an airliner’s horrific tryst
with danger — a furious hailstorm and an averse enemy

Passengers inside the flight on
Wednesday. (PTI)
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IAF helped IndiGo
plane land safely in
J&K after Pak snub

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: When IndiGo’s
Delhi-Srinagar flight of May
21 flew into severe turbulen-
ce and a hailstorm near Pat-
hankot, they first tried to ste-
er clear of the bad weather
but were not allowed to do so
by Lahore ATC. They then
considered returning to Del-
hi before deciding to conti-
nue to Srinagar, safely ma-
noeuvring through chal-
lenging operating circums-
tances before safely landing
the plane with 220 people,

“Once Lahore refused
overflight clearance, and the
aircraft proceeded towards
Srinagar, the flight was sub-
sequently professionally as-
sisted,” IAF sourcessaid.

“The flight was subsequ-
ently professionally assisted
till a safe-landing at Srina-
gar airfield by giving control
vectors and groundspeed re-
adouts,” Indian Air Force so-
urces said.

During this time, the pi-
lots of IndiGo flight
((6E-2142) got multiple war-
nings — like maximum ope-
rating speed and angle of at-

tack fault — for the Airbus
Ad2lneo (VT-IMD). They
flew the aircraft manually
(without autopilot) till they
exited the hailstorm and de-
clared an urgency situation.
Theaireraft touched down at
Srinagar with everyone safe.
But the plane’s nosecone (ra-
dome) was damaged while
flying through the hail-
storm.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, which is
probing the incident, said in
a statement Friday that the
aireraft flew into the hail-
storm while cruising at
36,000 feet. “As per crew sta-
tement, they requested IAF
Northern Control for devia-
ting left towards the interna-
tional border due to weather
on the route. However, it was
not approved. Later crew
contacted Lahore (air traffic
control) to enter their air-
space to avoid the weather
but the same was also refu-
sed. Crew initially attemp-
ted to return(to Delhi) but as
they were close to the thun-
derstorm cloud, they deci-
ded to penetrate the weat-
her,” the DGCA said.

Full report on www.tol.in

24 MAY 2025
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Sudden rain forces diversion
of three flights to Bengaluru

Times News NeTwark

Chennai: Air trafficat Chen-
nai airport was briefly dis-
rupted on Friday night as a
sudden downpour accompa-
nied by strong winds forced
the diversion of three inco-
mingflights to Bengaluru.

Among the diverted
flights was an IndiGo service
operating from Hyderabad to
Chennai, which was schedu-
led to land at 8.15 pm.

The aircraft was redirec-
ted to Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport in Bengaluru.

An Air India Express
flight, also from Hyderabad

and expected to arrive in
Chennai at 9.05 pm, was simi-
larly diverted.

A third flight, an IndiGo
serviceoriginating from Ran-
chi and scheduled to land in
Chennai at 915 pm, was also
unable to touch down and had
to proceed to Bengaluru in-
stead.

All diverted flights landed
safely in Bengaluru, and ope-
rations in Chennai resumed
after the rain receded.

The unexpected spell of
bad weather led to temporary
operational challenges for-
cing the diversions, said air-
portauthorities
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(lose window shades near

detence airhields: DGCA

AW DL, MLAY 29
Amad grovang conoeTns oaes
mviation security near Indin’s
western bomder, the Diree
tomte Grereral af Civil Avie-
ton (DEECA) has 1ssued o
set of directnes aimed ot
enhune rutional safiaty
al sensitnve defence airfields.
Ulnecleer the me=w chiresctoees, al
passenger  window  shoddes,
exept those af emergency
exits, must remain chosed dur-
wig the or |

il phises ol
Mght, This mehkedes the dura
tion from takeoff until the air-
craft croszes 10,000 fest, and
charing descent from that alth
tiide until the plane maches
itz designoted purking bay st a

civilinn besrinal

A ecomprebendve ban on
i and ground phologn

phy and videography has also

been endiweed st defence nir-
fiells, Peosenges ue now
prmohibited from  caplunng
imapes or videos ot any paint
during their trovel, induding
inside mrpot terminals in
vehicdes femyimng them to or

from the aircrafll, oitsxde the
pireralt. dunng texiing, push-
back, takeoll, lundng @nd
while Byt bedonr 10000 feest

The DGCA has directed all

pirlines omnd operstors to

ensure passengers are nol
only tnformed bit negubarly
reminded of these mestrc
tions, especially when flving
near military bhases, — TNS
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